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Samoyed Feople

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks ¥ ﬂ%l
Don and Barbara Winslow
KARATYLL

Houston, Texas
Part 11

This interview war conducted tn Hos-
ton, Texar tn November qf 1997 by }u{{}
Mears,

Does making the Top Ten or Trwenty
mean drything?

Barbara: If you had a dog that
you were out there campaigning, it
would probably start meaning some-
thing. Obviously it would, but it’s
mostly the fun of showing your dog. 1f
you were out there to rcai campaign a
dog, I think you'd get a different per-
specuve.

Don; We were never in a position
to campaign a dog and got chastised a
couple times by some people for it, but
we are not in that position. I'm afraid it
doesn't hold the meaning for us that it
does for some, I've got my own Top
Ten. (laughrer)

Is judging fair?

Don: It's like they say about our
government, “Democracy isn't thc
greatest, it's just the best that we've
%? [ just got through musing about

e Bntlsh nnel Club's system of
awardin ccrl:lﬁ-:atcs and so forth. 1
haven't done it, haven't béen there and
haven't shown, but from a distance, it
seems to me to be a fairer method, 1
think there is far too much ego content,
but I think judging is basically fair. It
may not be fair this weekend in relation
to last weekend or last year, but the
world turns,

Barbara: I think most judges are
basically honest. They want to do a
good job of evaluating the dogs and
sometimes they just really can't.

Don: Sometimes they get tired
and sometimes they get in a rush.

Barbara: I think they even lose
concentration sometimes,

Don: Judging 175 dogs is a long
day.

Barbara: You have to really disci-
i)!me yourself to concentrate for the full

ength of the day, and they may tune in
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and out once in a while. (laughrer)

Den: Talking abour matches, the
most I ever did in one day is probably
about 60, and right now 175 is an astro-
nomical number. (laughter) That's a
lot of work, and if you feel like you got
shortchanged or somebody wasn't pay-
ing auention, what do you mean? It's a
hard job up there,

bara: If you take all the breed-
ers, we all have different ideas and dif-
ferent emphasis, and you are going to
find that with the judges, too:

How lomgz hawe you been members of
Hotston Kennel Club?

Don: Almost twenty years,
because we just had our fourteenth or
fificenth Astro Hall show and we were
members several years before that start-
ed. It's close to twenty years.

You were part of the original Astro
World Series of Dog Shows commuttee that put
together the shows at the Astro Half?

Barbara: Right. It's been an
undertaking, and every year is a new

ball game.

%::1: To the people who come in,
the people we want at the Astro Hall
more than anybody else, and that's the
general public, the d haw is an

ng organized 1g It’s on time,
it comes off and the people are where
they are supposed to be. For the most
part, it's a very orderly thing, and
there'sa bmk, and they go by the
book. It's published in the paper, and
what you read in the paper, is what's
going to happen on Saturday, there's no
question about it. Occasionally there is
a substitute judge if a judge gets sick.
but actually that's pretty rare. Inside is
chaos, and we've gone through our
fourteen years of internal chaos, It's
tough putting on a show of that ma
Ludcg,hhl:u Lhm;:;ﬂa. Fau-clncss it's not th?i
tough for a whole lot of people. Believe
me, for about four or five people out of
each of the kennel clubs who are in it
year after year, it's a mind-bender.

Barbara: The Astro Hall shows
actually came about because of the gas
crunch. That was whar got us thinking
about the clusters, and it went on from
there.

Don: The cluster shows, and the
bicentennial eluster they had in Denver
in 1976 was really a fine event, a great
event. As soon as I got home after that,
I said, “There have to be more like
that,” and that was sort of the guiding
light in how we did this. Of course, the
principal people involved were Hazel
and David Arnold.

Barbara: Hazel was my college
roommate and they've been lifelong
friends. It was really Hazel's baby,
because she conceived it

Don: She put it together, she did
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the promotion. Dog shows m Houston,
Texas up until that time were held in a
public parking garage down on the
Bayou. We had a lot of fun, but as far
as the general public was concerned, it
was a greasy parking lot, it was noisy,
and not only were there barking dogs,
there wasn't enough room to walk in
that place. We had a lot of fun as
exhibitors, and we put up with a lot of
stufl, but Hazel had the concept of truly
doing what AKC had for so many
years promoted, and that was the club's
need to bring the general public into
our dog world. 'I%:::rc necds.to be a
nice place to have it, and there needs to
be plenty of room. There needs to be
some conanuity to it. A one-day show
is great for us, we move on, but to get
the media involved and the general
public involved, and to put on some of
these other events, such as aglity, we
need more than one day.

The greatest ¢ e(ifor the public, in
my estimation, is obedience. Please
come to the AKG obedience trials and
now the USA Agility Association — peo-
ple call them circus dogs: “Have you
seen the circus dogs?™ Fine, call them
what you want to, but it is fantastic to
see dogs work together with peo ]c hkc
that and Lhr: ublic gets a kick,
go home an say, ﬁajrbc Il ta.kc my
dog to a trauning class.” If they just get
a little spark of interest, that's why we
have the Astro Hall shows. It's certain-
ly not for us as exhibitors, because it's
difficult. It's big, spread out, and in
fact, the exhibitors often complain
about the circumstances there. “Ican't
get to the ring because there are 20,000
people in here.” Right. That's what
AKC chartered us to do and that's
what we need to do.

We are under a great deal of pres-
sure from animal rightists, or leftists - 1
don't know what you'd call them.
(laughter) The problems that are cited
with respect to dogs and humans have
primarily to do with the lack of good
citizenship on the part of dog owners
who are not involved in our AKC sanc-
tioned activities, Not that all of us on
the inside are lily white, by any means.
We have our problems, but we havc 1o
get the general ‘:Fublu: interested in
enjoying their and letting their dog
cn_]oy them. I've had 25 years of one
heck of a tremendous experience, and [
believe our kids have. It brought our
children u;l).1 They were successful with
dogs and they've been successful in life.
I think it’s in no small part because they
enjoyed success, working at it, a vision
and a goal, and were able to achieve
some of these. They learned a sense of
achievement and they taok it with them
into other aspects of their lives. We



need to open that door to the other 99
percent of the people in our communi-
ty. Weare hogging it all. It's our cath
that the Astro Hall shows are to bring
the joys and the rewards of having and
doing with dogs to the general public.
Otherwise, why kill ourselves? Oh,
yes, puaranteed four days, five-point
majors, fine, Butit’sa hell of a price
for some of us. (laughter)

Barbara: We didn't stare with such
noble ideas! It was purely the gas situa-
tion.

Don: Yes, we had a slow start,
and really, this thing has culminated
only in the last couple of years, but it
was always our g-:mj.

Barbara: With cach show, we
think we've made further progress.

Daon: With the cluster shows, they
were extraordinary-circumstanced
licensed. Sce what we have taday.
There are a lot of clusters. When you
have cluster shows; large numbers of
people come from great distances, and
handlers - and there's nothing wrong
with handlers, they bring alot of dogs -
and you have a lot of points and you
have a lot of champions, Idon't know
how many dogs finish here, but I'd like
to sec the statistics of dogs that finish at
cluster shows. There arc a lot of them.
Of course; there are probably just as
many dogs who get their final one or
two points somewhere also, but where
do vou go for majors?

Barbara: Our shows were farther
apart than other parts of the country
and we had to drive a lot farther. We
had the Texas circuit, but even that was
quite lengthy. We had o go 200 or
250 miles ...

Don: It's 600 miles to Amanillo.
Barbara: And there weren't as
many kennel clubs as there are now, so
there are a lot more shows now, but the
cluster worked out very well at thae

time.

Hhat year was it that you put all the
motor homes inside becawse of the faricane?

Don: It was the very first year,
1978.

Barbara: Was it the Arst year?
Anywa_Fl:I we were close to the begin-
ning ¢ fire marshals were scream-
ing because the motor homes were all
inside.

Don: I think we had 2,300 dogs
that first year, and this past year we
had a little over 4,000,

Barbara: We never thought we
were going to run out of room! (laugh-
ter) But every year it gets a linle hard-
Cr.

Don: You walk in when there is
nobaody there and say, *There's lots of
room.” I don't, because I've seen the
flood of people and dogs come.
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Karatyll's Tashhova.

Barbara: We had to change the
layour of the rings this vear and it was
unbelievable.

Don: People become associated
with it and think there is all this room,
thirteen acres, and now we've got
another six acres. We have between
nineteen and twenty acres under roof of
strictly dog events, and people say,
“Boy! That'sa lot of room!™ But it
sure fills up.

Barbara: We were cutting and
pasting, trying to get the rings arranged
differently this time and get all the
booths around them and keep the peo-
ple happy as far as setups, and it was
really hard, Of course, there are a lot
of booths, and the public loves that,

Don: For the general public; we
believe the booths are important. And,
of course, it's important to the people
wha travel the dog show cireuit with
merchandise, whether it's dog food or
Jewelry or whatever. '111%];111: very
important to exhibitors. They don't
necessarily need to be catered to, but
they need to be given consideration,
and that’s one of the things we feel is
important when we have the Astro Hall
shows.

I'don't think it's any secret, but just
the rent on that complex, not the whole
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cost, this past year was officially
$46,000. Before it's all over, they start
adding this, that and the other and you
can't get out for less than about
$54,000, and that’s a lot of money.

How many fudges do you swsmally have?

Don: On the average, they go
about 150 dogs per judge, and we had
27 conformanon rings. In addition, we
have obedience and%mpsrakcs
Judges.

There is additional expense when
vou talk about clusters. You can arrive
at a one-day show, the superintendent
can arrive late the evening before, start
laying things out and put out a few
trash cans and get a few nice people to
go around with peoper scoopers during
the day. At night you break it down,
push the trash cans aside and you
leave. Butyou den't do that when
there is a show the next day, and the
day after that, and the day after that.

Barbara: Cleanup is a very bi
part of it. When you invite the public
in, they create their own mess.

Don: But it ought to be whether
you walk in at 8:00 in the moming or
3:00 in the afternocon on the first, sec-
ond, third, fourth or final day - and
they have five at San Antonio — it's the
same, and that’s tough.



Barbara: And in the cluster; a lot
of people leave their dogs there, so you
have more cleanup beecause of that.

Do you aloays show your oum dogs?

Barbara: We have never had a
handler. The dogs were shown by
either us or the children. My very first
show | had a handler, but he wasn't a
handler then,

Don: Barbara adopred Clay
Coady - and Clay will just love to hear
this — when he was a teenager and Bar-
bara was a young mother of 26 or 27.
He took a bitch out of our first litter by
Mary Lake's George Dupree and Tylly.
George Duprec’s granddaddy was
Amenc. He was a very nice dog owned
by the Moronys, who were very instru-
mental in our carly years, Super nice
people. That litter came down with dis-
temper, 4 measles vaccine break - and
there is a lot of technieal ralk behind
this thing we call the measles vaccine
break, but let's just leave it-at that.

Barbara. "ll'hcg,- were using the
measles vaccine before the permanent
distemper shots. That was muih,
because that was another grear litter
and our very first one.

Don: Eliq‘ick" had hard pad distem-
per and he came through it. Fortunate-
ly, we had sent "Sophy,” Am/Can Ch.
Kararyll's Sofya, off to Clay and he
showed her for a while. It was his dog
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and we co-owned her. So, yes, one of
our dogs was handled by a Erofcssiﬂnnl
handler, a co-owner, when he was
about sixteen years old. Ithink all our
kids had a turn with Sophy when Clay
started working. 'We have picures of
all of them with her. Sophy died of
caneer at an advanced age,

Barbara; But the distemper was
heartbreaking. Our veterinanan at the
time said we would never experience
distemper again and we haven't. Butit
wasn't through any negligence on our
part. At the ume, they thought the
measles vaccine was sufficient, and 1t
wasn't. We just did what we were sup-
posed to do,

Horw do you train your puppies and al
what age do you start?

Barbara: About five wecks we
start Jead training them.

Don: At six weeks they-are preity
well lead trained. Barbara and the chil-
dren do it. It only takes five minutes to
lead break a dog, no matter how old
they are, but as far as training them for
show, we stack them, and bait them,
but we don't go to big ends with i,

Barbara: Because there is time
enough for that, there really is. Mostly
you have to hand-feed them some so
they get used to baiting, cating out of
your hand, and that’s the mest impor-
tant thing;

Ch. Karatyll's Shomizar.
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Don: Some dogs’ minds will clue
in to you quite early in this exercise of
let's-be-a-show-dog-and-do-this-exercise-
bat, Others don't, and without subdu-
ing the dog, you have to say, “Let's get
together, I'm talking to you." That's
probably the hardest thing there is. A
lot of the better professional handlers
are good at their jobs because the dog is
with them. It's why a lot of novices,
and even some people who have been
showing dogs for a long time, don't
really pull it off oo swiftly in the ring,
They have hold of the lead and the lead
is around the dog’s neck, but they are
not together — there’s no unison of dis-
cipline and purpose there, and it’s obvi-
ous. But it’s tough when you have one
that you haven't linked up with yet.

Barbara: The most important
thing, I think, is to socialize the pups,
more important than training. Elhcy
are outgoing and happy, training can
come later.

Don: It's never too late to train a
dog unless the show was yesterday,
The best thing is, does he/she like you
and do you like him/her? Does the dog
like people? Is he comfortable around
other dogs? If he is comfortable with
you, he will be comfortable around
other dogs real quick. Arc they atease
with their environment or aren’t they?

Do you go to fun matches or traintng
classes?

Barbara: Very rarely to training
classes, sometimes just to socialize the
pups, and matches when we can. They
are such a long, drawn out ordeal that
we don’t go to many of them, but if we
have puppies, we sometimes go with a
whole litter to socialize them,

Don: Both of us have volunteered
to hold handling classes for the different
clubs over the years, and that's a lot of
fun, passing along a few tips that you
might eventually wish you hadn't.
{laughter) There have been a few times
when that's occurred, but it's stll fun.

Have you ever dome any obedience Irain-
ing?
Jg Barbara: Yes, we both have, and
the children have, too.

Don: To do both conformation
and obedience on the same day is fun.
That's a real eye-opencr for novices,
because after the first show season,
which was the fall after we got back
from Canada, the following spring we
started in both, and wow! That's some-
thing else. We met some of the greatest
Ecoplc in the carly days. We haven't

een in it enough lately, We've all put
obedience titles on dogs, except our
youngest daughter, Mclissa.

Barbara: But she’s been reading
books lately about obedience training.
She just needs the time. She wants to



ot

Have you cver done racking?

Barbara: No, but we'd love to,

And aglity, too?

Barbara: Yes, we'd love to do that,
Lo,

Don: Ithink the Sammy and agili-
ty is something we all need to be think-
ing about.

Barbara: T had a phone call froma
schoolteacher who wanted to put a
Sammy in agility, but I only had an
older dog at the time — not that old, just
an older pup. This person wanted a
puppy and I couldn’t wlk her into that
older pup.

Don: I wish people would take
advantage of buying an older dog. It’s
a very worthwhile experience. I've
been proud of the dogs that we've bred,
but I've been equally, if not more proud
of the dogs that we haven't bred,

Heo tinperiant 15 fraining to winning
conformation?

Don: 1 think that other than the
relatively few occasions when it doesn't
make a whole lot of difference, it is very
important. In speaking of training, 1
put both human and canine into the
training picture. Some of the best times
I've ever had were in getting first place
with a winners ribbon, when if I'd let
my dog just stand there, we'd have got-
ten beat. That's fun.

Barbara: And part of the chal-
lenge,

Daon: If the dog is working with
vou and you are working at it and not
fumbling around and you know what
you are doing, they exude the confi-
dence of the team and they are going o
look better and do better and they are
going to know they are doing better.
Once you get a good team gomg, there
are not very many dogs who don't clue
in, who are nice dogs, and when the
judge passes that ribbon, the peaple
clap, they know it. And it's more fun!

Barbara: We're going to have to
get YOU back into the show ring.
{laughter)

Can you give any specfic adwice to oum-
ers who would like to handle their own dogs?

Don: We were quite fortunate,
and this is the advice I would give.
Barbara met Clay and Clay subsequent-
ly took ajob as a helper wath Larmry
Downey. When they would come to
the Texas circuit, we would visit with
them, and we learned a lot of the lingo.
Larry would be shorthanded, and I
showed Boxers, Great Danes, Irish Set-
ters and several others when he wasn't
able to make it to the ring and Clay was
busy elsewhere. Ilearned a lot about
having a lead thrust into my hand, and
he would say, “Would you please? T'll
come and rescue you as soon as I'm
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AmACan Ch. Hereules.

done.” I'd turn around and there
would be Larry standing there beside
the ring, smiling and giggling. (laugh-
ter] Idon't think Larry ever gave mea
handling lesson, but he did the kids:
He enjoyed the children but didn't have
any og his own. Idon't think that's
why he did it, but the kids were very
mterested, Larry took the few
moments he had on occasion and very
nicely critiqued them and showed them
this, that and the other. It certainly
held our kids in good stead and we
learned from them. (laughter)

Barbara: So did Clay. There was
a reason Clay was working for Larry.
He is an excellent dog handler, and 1
think that he said, or Larry said, “If
you eontrol the head of the dog, you
control the dog."

Don: Ifyou had just one rule and
didn't know mlé(hing clse.

Barbara: Right. If you've got that
dog's head and are controlling it, you
can pretty well set that dog up where
vou want him to be.

Don: That's where it starts. You
don't start with the left hind leg or
something else.

Barbara: It's a good, strong;
upward pressure on that lead and up
with the head and go from there.

Da you féel that a breed shoudd be able to
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do what it zwas bred for?

Barbara: Herding reindeer? 1
think herding would be the most fun,
but I haven't gotten a chance to take
part in that, I think it's fun that cvery-
one is doing that now.

Don: Most of our dogs have had a
very good herding instinct. It would be
great fun to live in the West or live on
some acreage and have some sheep,
goats or cattle and have the dogs work
them and guard them. But they'll do it
with kids and they'll do it with people;
they'll guard your property. Itffmk
their basic instincts for herding can be
satisfied. There are many situations in
their dalltz lives where dogs can use and
employ the herding instinet. We as
people simply need to learn what those
are. They don't have to go to the coun-
uy, the farm or the tundra, in my esti-
mation. It does cur hearts good if we
can see it, but I don't think it's injurious
to them that they don't.

Barbara: Of course, if we lived in
a colder climate, we would have a sled
team. We've talked about that. I think
it would be so much fun!

Don: Walking into the show ring
with a dog that you lead around in a
circle is child’s play compared to having
asled team, but wouldn't it be fun! I'm
trving to talk them into getting Susan
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Am/Can Ch. Karatyll's Katyna.

Butcher down here to the Astro Hall to
talk to people and tell us about what a
great time she has up there, Either that
or I've got to go up to the Iditarod one
of these years and camp beside the trail
and watch it all:

Barbara: Of course, we go skiing
every year in Colorado, and there's a
sled team where you can rent the ride.
I'm going to do that this year. Last
year I wanted to, but this year I'm
going to. [ think they're Siberians, but
who cares?

When you are breeding, are your breed-
ings natural or controlled? '

Barbara: Most of the time natural,
with our supervision.

Don: 'We've never helped or arufi-

cally bred one of our own bitches.
When one comes in for serviee, I'd say
30 percent of the time we assist, 5 per-
cent of the time it's inevitable. We've
been pretty fortunate. Our dogs have
performed well on their own.

Barbara: We've helped a few
other Sammy breeders get breedings.
We do help the dogs. You get outside
bitches in and some of them arc inexpe-
rienced and there has to be some assis-
tance, and always supervision. [t
would make me nervous not to super-
vise.

What's a fair stud fee?

Barbara: The price of a puppy.

Don: The ricg ofa puplgy?%t’u
not a puppy. at’s a fair stud fee?
What's the price of a decent animal out
of the brccd[.; You can expect three or
four. If there's only one or none,
repeat service.

Are your males available at public stud?

Don: Yes, if the bitches qualify.

Barbara: A lot of people are very
protective of their males. I'm of the
opinion that we can only help those
people out there who have decent ani-
mals, but who don't really know how
to breed them, by letting them use one
of our studs. Some people are so pro-
tective that they will not use them. 1
think you can go overboard and be too
protective. We will allow our male to
be used at stud as long as the bitch is x-
rayed and its eyes are good and it's a
SOUND animal. Some people I know
require that the bitch be a champion,
but I don't think that's necessary.

Don: We live in a large metropoli-

tan area, and I don't believe in an open
door, all-comers policy by any means;
however, if the door is closed i a com-
munity this size, there are those people
who will find some way to do it. We
don’t have what I consider to be any
resent-day, existing Sammy pu
Fﬂi”ﬁ. Partyaf that isg!:ccausg atp'f}r}' to
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treat people fairly. You can't expect
everybody who calls or gets vour name
from a vet - and our names are out
there - to walk in with'a Group win-
ming bitch. You dare not draw the line
too closely, cither, but you have to give
them their due. and that doesn’t mean
you have to berate them, but you have
to counsel them. To the casual person,
and there are fifteen or twenty very
casual requests per year, and some very
legitimate questions asked at the begin-
ning will discourage the not well inten-
tuoned. You don't have to be nasty
about it at all. You have to express the
desire that you would like to give them
the benefit of your experience and what
needs to be done and what doesn't; and
the people who are not well intentioned
will simply go away. Those that are
well intentioned you try to direct their
intentions to a higher plane than they
perhaps had originally considered, and
you lose some of those who won’t come
up to what we'll call reasonable stan-
dards. In what's left over, you find
very few really unworthy bitches. Part
of a bitch's worthiness is the intention
of its owner, and if they are well inten-
tioned and they ascribe to the basic
principles of good breeding practice and
the health of their dog and of the pup-
pies, [ don’t think that's being loose. 1
don't consider us to be loose, but we
always give people the benefit of con-
versation. I think that's a must.

Have you ever refsed sevvice to an oud-
Stdde bitch?

Barbara: Yes.

What do you think are good reasons for
refustng stud serviee?

Barbara: Unsound hips and eyes.
She does not have to be a show animal,
but her faults have definitely got to be

something that can be bred out.

How many breedings kave you done?

Barbara: We don't count. (laugh-
ter] We did quite a bit of breeding in
the first ten years. We've actually had
quite a few liters, but for a long period
of time we didn't do any.

Is it a good ddea to breed to the fop win-
ning dog regardiess of pedipree?

Barbara: Obwiously not.

Hue many litters showld a bitch have?

Barbara: Idon't think we have
any set, concrete answer to that. It
would depend on her health, circum-
stances and the males that are available
to breed her to at the ume. Idon’t
think there is anything written in stone
about thae.

Do you help your bitches whelp?

Barbara: We are there if we can
be,

Don: We had a leased bitch have
a C-section, and that's the only one we
ever had, I'd say we keep our eyes and




edrs open, we make sure they're com-
fortable, and we are there if the new
ones panic, and the ones who imply, "1
can do this myself,” we warch from a
distance. . (laughter)

Barbara: 1dry the puppy off and
check the cord and all those things, 1
can wake up in the middle of the night,
You hear those pups being born an
you just can’t miss it. Don can sleep
right through it, but we women are
right there. (laughter)

Don: Most Sammies are good
maothers, and if it's the first time
around, they just need to be reassured.
If the puppies are coming fast and furi-
ous, and occasionally they do, then the
mamas will panic and you need to calm
them down, but generally they are very
good whelpers, %f’u haven’t had any
problems there. We are pretty proud
of our gang. (laughter)

Barbara: For the breed in general |
don't think it's a problem. Now
Pomeranians, that's something else!
(laughter)

Do youe supplesnent feed very young frigh-
s ?

Barbara: No.

Don: Not unless there is some sort
of distress in evidence,

Have you ever tube-fed puppies?

Barbara; Yes, if there 1s a problem
for one reason or another. But it’s usu-
ally a puppy who is not doing well, and
there are not very many of those,

Don: Although we haven't had a
whole lot of litters in the last fifteen
years, during the first ten or twelve, we
have a record of everything on each lit-
ter.

Barbara: Talking about supple-
menting puppies, there has been some
discussion abourt Esbilac causing
cataracts. That's kind of scary. We've
used it, but only on occasion and never
for any length of time. I know there
are some people where it's just a marter
of course to supplement and use Esbi-
lac, and I know some people who ran
into some problems, but whether or not
it's related, I don't know.

Don: We've never had a bitch dry
up. We never had one who was unable
to care for her pups. 1 guess we've
been really fortunate,

Do you twean the pupipies or let the bntch
o 1t?

Barbara: Half and half. We stant
feeding them and it's sort of a natural
thing, We don't do an abrupt weaning:
We essentially let her do it

Don: Some of them you have to
help with it because they don’t know
how to say no. (laughter)

Barbara: You just have to make a
Judgement eall, I think.

Don: Others say noa little too
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early and you have to say, “No, now
calm dewn here.”
At what ages do you evalvate your frup-

pries for show and pet quality and what do you

look tically?
J%QTWU%M two years be too
early? (laughter]

Barbara: We like to let our pup-
pies run on until four to six months.
Many say eight weeks, but I'm not that
confident at eight weeks myself, though
I have a good idea. We can all do that,
but not the final evaluation by any
Means.

Don: We're probably more likely
to place a puppy at twelve weeks with a
person who has similar values 1o our
own in terms of showing and caring for
dogs; and it would be one of the best, if
not the best, pups at that time, and we
are more ].Ekcxry to keep one for six
months that we are not sure about yet.

Do you ever cull puppnes?

Baf{mm: No, _]{:i'l a cleft palate or
deformed puppy.

Don: If you had an unwanted
breeding, between brother or sister, or
you had a stray dog get into the kennel
and mix breed or something, I'd cull it
down, but I wouldn't take all of them.

Barbara: Basically, we have not
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ever done it.

Dan: It's not easy work mentally
when it comes to doing something like
that, and I think more people need to
be assured of an appro&riat: mecha-
nism for doing it, that they can use
themselves in the privacy of their own
home, that is not eruel by any means.
If we really wanted to be good breed-
ers, we'd have 25 dogs of breeding
quality and age and we'd probably
have 10 to 15 litters a year and it would
be a full-time job. At that point, you
would be reaching beyond the one
breeding per year philosophy, and in
that situation you might want to cull.

Barbara: Mast of the pups are
healthy, and I don't feel assured
enough to evaluate a puppy when it's
born, unless there is obviously some-
thing wrong with it.

What should a show sell for?

Den: How many definitions can
we get of that one? To the right per-
son, nothing. (laughter) Is that accept-
able? I think a lot depends on who it's

ing to and what their intentions are,
E:it I'd say, the market being what it is
and the demand being what it is, the
number of people out there who are
similarly intentoned in our neck of the



woods, 5500,

Barbara: There are breeders who
ask more, but some of those breeders
mayhe deserve to get more for their
puppics. It depends upon what part of
the country you are in, too.

Deon: T'wo brood mares a few days
ago sold for $1.4 million apiece. Wow!
Do you sell on terms of cash only?

Barbara: It depends on the circum-
stances, but I don't guess we've ever
really sold on terms - maybe onee.
Maost people don't ask for terms.. Most
people are anxious to g?:vc you cash.

Don: They give 5350 cash-anda
5150 check p(}btdaltd aweek. (laugh-
ter)

Barbara: It's net a big thing,

Do you sell puppnes with a spayineuter
contract?

Don: No. We either take care of
that ourselves or the people we sell
them to do. That is part of their basic
intention anyway. We've never trusted
a contractual arr angement. We've
never withheld registration, 1 nughl
say, " This 1s a very mce dog, but 1t is
not of breeding qll"lllt}? We don't
intend to register the dog and we would
hope that you would feel the same
way.” But we don’t withhold the regis-
tration for payment, a puppy, or untl
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they show it twelve times - that's what |
meant by withholding registation,

What about prppics back when you sell a
bitehi?

Barbara: Maybe onge or twice, but
not as a general rule.

Don: We sell them a puppy with
the understanding that if they would
like to consult with us on the breeding,
we would be glad to do so. We don’t
string people up. Nobody is going to do
thitt to me and I'm not gomg to do it to
the next person. However, if the bitch
is mce and they breed to ene of our
males, we may breed for a puppy.

What do you feed your dogs?

Barbara: Right now we are feeding
Nutnmax and Nawre's Recipe.

Don: And Pedigree. The Pedigree
people are obviously in business and
they intend to make a profit, but they
are wonderful people to work with.
They service the licensed shows, partic-
ularly the Astro World Series of Dog
Shows, in a very wonderful manner,
and we are most appreciative of them.
They have good pet food products.

Flow important i diet in raiting a
Semamy?

Don: We have a handout that goes
all the way from what to do with eggs
and cottage cheese, how to mix it, how

Fowmbo'’s Golvhan Crar.
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many times a day, what dry dog food to
use and how much to use, and we
adhere to our own handouts.

Barbara: With some dogs, it mat-
ters more than with others. 'With some
dogs, it doesn't really matter what you
feed them, and others are more sensi-
tive. Some are more prone to skin prob-
lems than others and that sort of thing.

Hawe you vun into food allergies?

Barbara: We could have, but noth-
ing that has been identified as such
That's the type of thing you do a little
study on.

Don: We hear some things that
are going around about certain dog
foods that have certain ingredients that
are not good. Unless we have real
sound reason for using i, we don't use
it. We don’t go looking for trouble.

Do you feed any supplements?

Barbara: Off and on, but not ona
regular basis. Sometimes [ think that
can get you into more trouble than help:

How do you condition your dogs?

Don: Chase them. (laughter)

Barbara: Itry to walk those that
we are showing, some on a regular
basis, some not. ' We do have an acre
and they condition themselves,

Don: By the time they get through
chasing squirrels, birds and each other,
and they come m the back door panting,
they've had their exercise.

Barbara: I've had my handsena
few superbly conditioned dogs, and 1
admire those people who take the time.
There are some dogs out there that are
Just hard as rocks, they are superbly
conditioned, and that takes a certain
dedication of time and effort. You must
do this if you are campaigning a special.

When showing a Sammy, how much
aroonitie showld be dime?

Don: Unal your fingers ache and
yiour wrist is broken.

Barbara: You groom them until
you walk into the ring. They need it up
until the last minute.

Don: You can do teo much of the
wrong thing, but you can't do too much
of the right thing, Initially, when you
go out with a new dog, a new team
member with the grooming routine,
they don't like it for the most part.

After about the fifth time of "“We look
%)od ?ﬁcthcr, don’t we?” they love it
they really do. They may not ever get
over their ticklishness in certain places,
but they will stand there and lie there
and soak it up. It’s attention they like:

, What grooming prroducts do you like fo
e !

Don: It used to be that we would
pick up a new tp every show back in
the old days; and, of course, there were
some things the pros didn’t let us in on.
To this day, there are a couple that they




never did let us inon. I don't wash
them in Ivory soap ar lye soap. Over
the years, we have used just about any-
thing that anybody recommended or
that we saw results of that we liked.

Barbara: Tlike the new Australian
one in the black bottle. Mr. Crystal is

pod, too. The Australian one, Mela
iracle, is very expensive but very
good.

Don: It uses a eucalyptus il
derivative and it's good for their skin
and keeps the parasites off them,

Barbara: We have a big problem
with fleas in the area.

Don: Our freezes aren't long
enough, and you are going to have fleas.
We used to not have a flea on a dog;
When we moved here, it was ten years
before we had a flea. Of course, there
were no birds, squirrels or grubs, [ said,
“Hold it, there’s got to be a better way.”
Precor works good. It keeps the fleas
from maturing. You will have a few,
and if you have a dog who is driven
crazy by one flea, you are stll going to
havea little problem, but for the most
part, there will be a few fleas; but you
are going to have to really hunt for
them if you use Precor.

D you trim whishers?

Barbara: We always did until
recently, but not lately, because it's easi-
er not to, I guess, I like the look of a
trimmed whisker myself.

Don: I suppose there are two rea-
sons behind the new order. One is au
naturel and the other is it is painful to
the.dog. If you trim whiskers; they get
stubbly, and if a judge reaches for the
muzzle and comes in hard on the sides,
I've seen dogs flinch because they've
just been stabbed 40 tmes. Idon't
think that it's all that painful, because
we'd been groomin gogs for the show
ring for 25 years before no whisker
trimming came in. It's something you
can get used to - like when you are a
child and you say, “The water is cold,”
and when you are an adult you stick
your hands in the cold water. They
become accustomed to it. I'm very
comfortable not doing it. I den't think it
detracts from the dog with ar without
them, and I didn’t object to the new
order atall. It’s fine.

How o you henmel your dogy?

Barbara: We have a kennel facilicy
with one sandy run and the resvare
cenent.

Den: But more dogs are in the
house than are at the kennel.

Barbara: We usc the kennel if we
go out of town,

Don: If we go out of town for a
day or two and can't take them with us,
we'll put them in the kennel along with
the one or two that we always leave in
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the house anyway. Anymore, the ken-
nel is just a holding or staging area
under extraordinary circumstances.
Most of the time are with us,

Can adult males and fermales be exerclsed
and rum together?

Barbara: Yes, most of the tme.

Don: Except for those several days
- (laughter)

Barbara: Idon’t think you can
ever completely trust two males togeth-
er. They will go a long time and they
are fine and then something will tngger
it and they won't be fine,

Don: You can have them together
if you are around, but it's just asking for
trouble to leave them. There may be a
couple old males who are over the hill
and they don't give a darn, but if you
have a couple guys you are showing
and they've had thew square dance with
the girls, [ don't think they are going to
kill one another, but you might not be
showing one of them next week - you'll
be doctoring some elbows or fect or
sewing an ear back on or something. 1
don't think it's good. Females are not
much of a problem, but you have to
look out for those accasions when you
have a dominant bitch and one who fig-
ures she's not second class, either, and
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you'd better watch them. When you
are around, though, anything goes. In
fact, when I'm around, even the two
guys who don't get along better get
along when I'm around. I um my
back, if they have at one another, that’s
natural, but if they are siting around in
front of me, they'd better mind their p's
and q's. They _?;ncraliy will.

Barbara: The male we have nght
now doesn't show any inclination to
fight, but his day may come. At the
Denver National, it was cute when all
the males were growling and carrying
on in the holding area and he was just
Jumping up and wanting to play.
(laughter)

What advice wonld you gve to a brecder
who 5 fust startog out?

Don: Anymore, there are probably
not very many people who are going to
be breeders in their own right for some
time, if ever. The alliances they might
form with people in order to follow
and/or mutwally serve the commen
interest is about the only way you can
do things. Idon't think the person
should be the lacky, and there are some
circumstances out there like that, but to
be a breeder, you need to become
acquainted and probably work with
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somebody else, at least counsel one
another a lot and share. 'We've all done
that. I sat down and talked with Billie,
Lila, the Beals, and Donna - we almost
made special trips out to visit with
Donna Yocum and just chew the fat.
There is so much you cannot learn on
your own through so many years and
so many hundreds of dogs. There are
very few people who are ever going to
do that agamn.

Barbara: One thing you can do is
to counsel them about Lﬁe dogs they are
dealing with and the pedigrees they are
dealing with, because so many times
they are just names to people starting
out.

To get started with breeding and show-
ing, should you gv to the kennels with the big
ey do purchase a pup?

Don: No matter where you go,
there is an element of luck and patience.

Barbara: I think that's the inclina-
tion of the people who are starting out.
They look at the people who have been
successful; that's the only gm:jc they
have and they really can't evaluate
things on their own at that point.

What kennels do you connder the best
today and why?

Don: No comment on that. One
of the most worthwhile experiences in
the beginning is having some reasonable
measure of success, That starts with

showing a dog. The best advice [ can
give to a person who really intends to

o someplace with this activity is to

ave other people help them examine
dogs from ringside, talk to these people,
and buy a good dog. Not every good
dog is for sale, but don't just go out and
get a puppy from anybody. A puppy
can cost you thousands of dollars or
you can pay $1,000 to $2,000 for a very
substantial, well bred, well mannered,
winning, breedable dog. Do yourselfa
service. If you can cuddle up and get
on the inside with a person who is will-
ing to work with you like that and pay
the freight, tum off on the high road.
Who is that? It changes year to year,
month to menth, state to state and
nation to nation.

Would you recommend joining a local
breed dub, a natwmal breed club or an all
breed club?

Don: I think an all breed club is a
very necessary experience. If we are
talking about Sammies, the average per-

son who is interested in Sammies proba-

bly can't attend the local breed club
mecting because it's too far away.
Sammy people are as dispersed as darts
on a map. They are not all concentrat-
ed in a big cirr where they have one or
two reasonably good breed clubs -
that’s not where they are. Get involved
in an all breed activity. There’s bound
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to be ane of those close to you.

Barbara: All three have their place,
and I would recommend they join all
three if it's available and accessible to
them.

Do youu feel the parent club i doi
engugh to educale fudges and new :ﬂmxfm’?

Barbara: I think we are beginning
to.do that. There seems to be more
emphasis on that now. We need to do
more of it. But then, look at the lack of
response at the Denver Nadonal, We
can but try.

Is there an ARC wideo on Samoyeds and
i it @ good one?

Barbara: There is one, and it's ade-
quate; but it’s not wonderful.

Don: It’s reasonably good.

Barbara: I've seen better and I've
seen a lot worse,

Don: There are probably 40 of
them that are better, and that i1s discour-
aging. I'm not saying the Sammy video
is bad - it’s adequate - but there are 40
of them that are outstanding,

Barbara: [ think we could work on
that.

Do you feel there s adequate literature
available on the breed?

Barbara: There didn’t used to be,
but there is now.

Howy long hawe you lived in your present
location?

Don: For 25 years.

Barbara: We went to school here,
though, and as far as living in Houston,
we've lived here for 35 years.

Houw long: have you been married?

Barbara; We've been married for
34 vears, We got married in 1958,

What have you dome for a living?

Don: Whatever we've done for a
living, we've put it all in dogs. (laugh-
ter) ;i;\f'-::‘vc lived high! {Iauggsh[cf] 5

Barbara: I'm an accountant and
Don is an electrical engineer.

And you both have graduate degrees?

Barbara: Yes, we both went to
Rice Institute. We went to high school
together and we went to college togeth-
er. We were high school sweethearts.

How have dogs affected your life-style?

Barbara: Except for our children,
they have been our whale life. They've
governed who our friends arc.

Don: Kids, dogs, one another, dog
people,

Barbara: I'm sure they've changed
our whole life. There is just no telling
what we would do now if it wasn't for

Don: Even those people whe I'm
friends with in the place of my employ-
ment, it eventually gets around that I'm
the guy with the dogs. They say, “T've
got a dog problem,” and we go on from
there,

Barbara: Even after they leave




employment they call - *Solve this, will
vou please?” (laughter)

Don: Given that our kids were
raised showing dogs and they all geta
lot of enjoyment out of dogs and are still
showing and judging, cverything, where
we live, how we live, what kind of cars
we buy, the dothes we buy, the vaca-
tions we take, the people we know, the
things we appreciate doing and the
things we can do without, all begin and
end with “d-o-g.”

Barbara: %thn vou buy dresses,
they have to have dog pockets. (laugh-
ter)

Has it been worth i#7

Barbara: I think so. I can'timag-
ine living without them.

Don: 1 can't think of any bad expe-
rientces or “I'd rather haves” or any-
thing. I'll say there are certain things
that we don't do, like we don’t go off for
a three-week vacation without makin
sure the dogs are taken care of or taking
a majority of them with us. In a few
instances it's burdensome, but it's a bur-
den we accept and we go on.

Barbara: We get pleasure out of it,

Don: There has never been a day
when 've said, “Let's sell all these dogs
and get out of it.”

Barbara: Maybe a day - maybe an
hour?

Don: Well, there's been a dog or
two ... (laughter) I wouldn't have
changed a thing.

arbara: We did a lot of aaveling
with the children when they were
younger. We'd go to Canada ...

Don: We've had some sad expeni-
ences, we've had ragedy with the dogs,
and you eertainly wouldn't want to
repeat that, but there is nothing we
would want to change.

Is theve anything we haven t covered, any
prersonal soapboxes you want fo get up on or
anything you think needs fo be talked about?

Den: [don't know if this is an
appropriate forum for this or not, but
there’s been an awful lot of redirection
on the part of the qualifications and the
testing of judges in general and there
seems to be a policy — and I understand
it's an unwritten policy, but it is a poliey
~ that judges are not to consort with
exhibitors in any fashion whatsoever.
“Hi. How are vou deing? Geodbye,”
and that's the extent of it. Other than
the official AKC judges’ enlightennient
forums meetings, where they invite peo-
ple to a hands-on or a tell- me-about-
your-breed (a very formal thing), T ean't
tell you how long it's been since the
Judges have come around and said,
“Tell me about Sammies,” and sat at
ringside and critiqued with one another,
We are getting away from that and no
wonder they want standards that are
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standard. It's getting sterile. You can
sit down with the old hands and shoot
the breeze and have a lot of fun. But
the judges are sterilizing themselves with
the exhibitors. We used w go to kennel
club dinners after the show, and we
were nobodies, but we would somehow
manage to get our elbow into the con-
versation and peel an ear and listen.
Maybe there are some people who do
that now, but I think there is not
enough of it and it seems to be on the
wane. There is a knack to raising, train-
ing, showing and breeding a dog, but
you need some help and the benefit of
some experience, Some of it's just a
bunch of wild talk, but there are some
clues in wild wlk and braggadociosness.
We used to sit around untl 4:00 in the
mommning at these shows. Maybe I'm too
old and am out of it, | don't know.
We'd never go to bed. We were lucky
if we got one hour's sleep a night.
(laughter)

Barbara: I think what it is is that
we are not all in the parking lot together
anymore. There are other people in the
parking lot, but we're not in the parking
lot.

Don: I hope so, because that's
where you learn it. Shoot! We'd go off
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camping to Big Bend together, and what
would we do? We'd talk undl 5:00 in
the morning about dogs. (laughter) Bue
I think that’s what there needs to be
more of, and the judges need to be in on
it; the judges need to help us and they
can pick up some things. There needs
to be more parking lot tailgate parties
and ringside critiquing,

Barbara: Even with your fellow
exhibitors. That's some of the most
fun. I remember T.J. Denninger.

Don: We used to have fun with
TJ. We'd sit around. TJ. is one fun
guy and he is out of it now. He's off
busy deing other things.

Barbara; He was fun to compete
with, and when he was gone, it was one
less fun person to compete with,

Don: He'd share a six-pack with
you at 5:00 in the morning and at 7:00
you were beating one another’s brains
out with the brushes and blood in your
eye! (laughter) It was fun!

Barbara: But you have to have a
lirtle bit of that blood in your eye when
it comes time to get into the ring.

1 have thoroughly engoyed doing this, 1t
has been so much_fun and I really appredate
your fime.

Barbara: It has been fun! -



