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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with
Merrill and Rowena Evans
SEELAH

Waukee, fowa
Part IT

This mtervtew was conducted af
the home of Merritl and Rowena Fvans
in June of 1996 by Katy Meriead,

Have you ever used artificial
semination

Rowena: Yes. We had one
litter of seven puppies — all males!

Merrill:  That’s another
cxpensive proposition.

Rowena: Dog shewing is
expensive no matter which way
vou look at it

Merrill: If you have your
dog's semen collected. you pay
for that, then you pay for the
storage of it and you continue
paving as long as it is in storage.
Then when it is used, there is the
shipping fee and the cost to have
the bitch inseminated.

Rowena: I haven't had any-
body who wanted 1o use the
semen we have stored. and T have
wondered many times what we
would charge. Mayvbe you would
charge the price of a puppy, say
$500 or something like thar,
which is a normal stud service fee
for a dog that is finished, But
what do you do when the dog is
dead, even though he was a
champion and a Group placer,
along with all the added expens-
es? 1 haven't had it happen yet,
but I'm still thinking, what do
you charge? 1 really don't know,

Here is a nice picture of a lit-
ter that was done with Jackpot
out of a Murdock daughter,
Somebady said, “How did you
EVER get all their heads wirned
the same wayv?" [ don't know
what we used. There were so
many |:|::qu1: trying to get the
attention ol the dogs and we had
to round up peaple to hold them
too. All the puppies finished their
championships but one. We did
that breeding twice. The second
litter had nice puppies, but we
didn't get them into show homes.
All my dogs have wemendous
coat, because Murdock carried it
and passed it w his get. The dog
1 am showing now is just a young
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dog and doeesn't have his full coat
yet, but he has a remendous comt
already,

At one show, they brought
Murdock's grandmother to the

her up.”™ It's nice that we have
that pieture;

I'have a funny story about
Bucky, Here is-a picture of him,
and as you can see, he wasn't

was. The photographer came
inta the ring next 1o us and
Bucky went bananas, The judge
stood there and laughed and
laughed at us: 1 was so embar-

Chaiha s Sophin of Seelah (Ch. Dusha’s Keno of Seelah x Dusha's Chatka af Seelak),

purting becawse she just had her ears washed. Big girl!

show and she had her picture
taken with him. The judge said,
“Who's this bitch? Why wasn't
she entered? T would have put

posing! (laughter) I hadn't
shown him for awhile and I 100k
him to either Kansas or Nebras-
ka. 1didn't know who the judge
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rassed. Everybody thought it
was so funny, but I was embar-
rassed because we couldn't get
liim to do anything untl the pho-




tographer left. Finally he came
back and we wried to geta picture,
but we still didn't get a decent pic-
ure.

Here is a picture of Mur-
dock’s Mykola. She has whelped
some of the nicest puppies we've
ever had, She was a very little
bitch. She was cute, and she was
well balanced and very perky.
She was strong and not very casy
o show, and if her family was in
the audience; there was no way
you were going to show her, We
ook her to the Madison, Wiscon:
sin specialty one year and put her
in either Parade of Champions or
Veterans. Her family was siting
way up in the audience but she
caught their eyve and we couldn’t
do anything with her. You will
find that at shows, where the
owners will be there, trying to
hide, but the dog's nose will go
up in the air and it knows where
they are. [ had one whao used to
hide behind a post but he found
her every time. [ said, “Just get
clear away.” Some dogs can't
show with their owners around.

This is a picture of one of her
pups, *Vegas.” who is sall jump-
ing sixfoot fences. Here's Miss
Muffit. Here's Ch. Bakan, out of
Judy Mears male and Kola. L
was a nice liter. He was very
laid-back and we had a hard ume
metting him going.  He wouldnt
animate, but he was a sound dog,
just as sound as a dollar. Here is
a picture of Bakan when he was a
lictle older and has his coat. Sce
the difference? He looked a little
bit bitchy to-start with and 1 said,
“T don't think we want to- show
him," Then I saw him one day
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and I said, “Let me ake him to
Florida,” We took him to Flonida
and he started winning, We hn-

ished him without any trouble at
all. It's just that he wasn’t ani-
mated as I like them 16 be. He
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was a sweet dog, with such a
lovely temperament. I've had
some really lovely temperaments




on-the dogs, regardless of Mur-
dock and whatever people say
about him! (laughter)

I've had very good luck on
hips, althpugh, like everybody,
I've had some hip dysplasta. I've
had a very good average on

excellents and I'm very proud of

that, They may not always
become champions, but at least

they have good, seund hips. 've

had various things pop up now

Sam-Ohie’s Chalk Taw Meaka, Merrill Evans’ army buddy

and then, but we've never had
PRA.

Here is a picture of Kiam's
Northern Exposure. [ took him
back from a stud service in Cana-
da. | took him out the first time
and he wok Best of Opposite Sex
for Breed, 1 don't like his rear,
but he's showy, and a lot of dogs
are winning with worse rears
than his. He's just a nice dog.

This is *Coty.” We lost him
this year. He was a Bucky son.
He had his obedience ttle but he
didn’t enjoy showing, so we just
used him for stud. He was part
of the family over at the kennel.
They had vwo bovs and that was
their family dog. The kids there
have gone through a lot because
they get a favorite and then we
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lose 1.

Here 15 Bit (PLove.  She fin-
ished in Florida about five years
agen. I sold her wsome people in
[lineis.

Here is one we didn't keep
because she was borderline hip
dysplasia, which made us just sick
because she was a sweetheart -
and showy! She was just as
showy as could be! We sold her
about two or three vears ago to a

family in the southern part of the
state 50 she has a good home.
We had to make up our minds
because we can't keep them all as
pets. We ory 1o find good homes
for them before they get too ald
o get into & home, She went 1o a
aod home where they love her
he was such a cute liule thing
and the judges liked her. That's
the trouble when you show a dog
eatly, and vou are dying to get
them into the ring at six months.
You show them, put points on
them, and then when they're two
you have them X-rayed and find
out they are borderline in hip
dysplasia. I've known some peo-
ple who will breed a hmﬂcrEnc.
but [ won't. You are asking for
trouble when vou do that, and we
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Coty's Free Spirit of Seelak.
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have enough trouble without 1was afraid they wiere going to let  bulfl. I was at a specialty and the  do that?” He said, ° wanted her
doing that. Tt was tempting with  him get o heavy, He hasalinle  judge had a lady in the ring with  to see that when you find a buff

her, though, let me tell you. She mustache. I've had several that  him who was an -.1|;prcncict‘lec|5c_ dog like this you will find biack
was 3 cutey. have had that, It isn't black hair, He was showing her different  hair” Sure enough, he found a

Mage Muffen of Seclat.

Here's one out of Bakan and  it's pigment showing through. A things. I had Keno. who by that  couple of black hairs down in that
Copy that we sold w0 a doctor in  lot of my dogs, when they are  time was turning bull. The judge buffl coat. You will find them
North Dakota, He's spoiled rot-  washed, you will find dark pig- was parting Keno's hair. Later, 1 occasionally. You will even find
ten, They will never show him. ment. Sometimes they will wrn  asked the judge, "Why did you  them in white coats somenmes.
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Pictures today are much bet-
ter than they used to be. Some of
ours were o bad I don't even
know why we even bought them.
Like this one, Murdock's: first
Best in Show. It's okay, but he
doesn’t even have a coat there.
Here is a picture of Bo Peep as a
young bitch. I just got this one
this week from a young couple in
the Chicago area. They have a
bitch and a dog of ours. This is
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Kiam's Northern Exposure, “Rocky.”

their bitch., She's called Seelah’s
Hot OfF the Press. She fnished
her championship and 1 think she
got somie G'l'oup placemems. It's
a cute picture, with her sticking
her nose up in the air.  She was
probably howling,

Hoe dred you come ufr with your

Keitnel name, Seelah ?

Rowera: Balika is for white
and 1 was going to call it Balika's
Seelah, which is “white power™ in

Russian. [t was at the ume when
there were all those riots, and 1
thought, “I'd better not do that,”
so | shortened it to Seelah, which
is “power” in Russian. I oy to
put Seelah av the end of the
names because it means power,
A ot of peaple don't know what
it means, It s pronounced “Shee-
Izh,” but everybody savs “See-
lah,” even my husbiand. And
vou'd better not-say Sameoy-ed;
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it's Sammy-ed. Dolly Ward will
have a fit if she finds-ou someone
is saying Sam-oy-cd. She's a real
stickler on that! {langhter)

! fust say Sanmy,

Rowena: That's a smart
thing to do. There are a lot of
arguments an how to say the
name, but when I'm around
Dolly, 1-say Sammy or Sammy-
ed. They were great competitors.
They had Hoof N Paw and we



had Murdock and we went neck
and neck with each othier.

Yo mentioned handling ofher peo-
Ple’s dogx. Have you done thal projes:
atenecilly, or just as a favor?

Rowena: Usually dogs I've
sald, but I also have shown other
breeds. 1 still have my old license
from AKC.

When you starfed your brecding
frrogram, what were you frying fo do?

Rowena: I hiked the old Kobe
and Whiteway line, which had
already been combined and 1
tried to go back to that, I preuy
much staved with that. If you go
back in our pedigrees, you will
find that same st all the way
through. The dogs were preuy
much to the standard all the way
back:: Dons McLaughlin of Silver
Acres in Colorado had that line,
You can linebreed for three or
four gencrations and then you
should outcross, unless you have
the perfect Sammy. 1 liked Kar J-
Go Diko. He had a beautiful
head. He wasn't a teddy bear,
but he had a very beautiful head
and was very showy. The dogs |
had were mce dogs and 1 think
they were pretty dogs; but there
was something a little extra |
wanted in there, so I ook Ch.
Snowhre's Bo Peep to him, She
animated. I had no problem on
that. T really doubled up on ane
mation when 1 went o Diko, 1
only had three puppies from that
breeding. 1 drove up there ina
snowstorm, in May of all times,
to get this breeding, aned we had
wwo girls-and a boy. There was
:mmc'thing about the [ittle male
that T wanted, so we decided we
wouldn't keep the females, but
we'd sell them. 1 seld one in Des
Moines. She was shown some
and. got an obedience tide. We
kept the other one for the longest
tme, We didn’t have a name for
her. There was a book out called
The Hapfy Hooker, so we werg call-
ing her Happy Hooker. Guess
who bought her? A minister] He
said, “What's her name?” 1 just
couldn’t bring mysell to say
“Happy Hooker." I said, *“We've
been calling her Happy,” so she
left us being called Happy.
Thank goodness 1 hadn’c put
Happy Hooker on her registra-
tion ship, (laughter)

Anyway, [ did ger what 1
wanted from with that combina-
tiom, which was A Touch of Sil-
ver Moon with Doris McLaugh-
lin’s line. When vou put a lictle
bit of Silver Moon in there, vou
end up with a pretier dog. There
was something a livtle extra vou
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got in there. I was very happy
with the breeding, 1 didn't repea
it, bue I liked what [ gor. From
Murdock down, I pretry much
lincbred all the way. 1 went ow
to General Custer in California
once. That was a nice breeding 1
wish 1 could have repeated, but 1
didn’t get around to that. It's
hard shipping dogs. When I
shipped “Charity,” a Murdock
danghter, aut there w be bred w
him, 1 almost didnt ger her back
- I'm just kidding, of course. But
Pat Enslen had a sled team that
she was noted for, and she said,
“She is so stong, | wish 1 could
keep her.” 1 told her she'd better
send her back, but she has always
talked about Charity. Charity
was strong and she probably
would have made a good sled

dog.

I took Mykola o “Jak Pot,”
Ch. Windsong's Jak Pot O
Pomirish, because 1 just liked him
and thought maybe it was time |
did something a hittle different.

Ch. Dusha's Herrfomn of Seelal, “Buddy.

That went back into Joyee Cain's
line. She was a judge from Wis-
consin, I got some nice puppies
from that. [ loved the puppies,
but I think I got a little bit of a
round eve on some of the puppies
when [ did that breeding. We
both ¢ould have contributed o e
It wasn't just his fault, because he
didn’t have round eyes either.
Somehow it got in there. 1 pretty
much stayed with the Whiteway
and Kobe lines. By doing that, 1
found I was within the standard
most of the time, in both height
and overall size; It just staved the
same all the way.

My dogs have always been
noted for pretty heads. I can’t
say that of every dog, however.
We have one ealled “Oopsy

Daisy" that was absolutely the

ugliest bitch you ever saw. She
changed, though, and she became
probably one of the best brood
bitches we've ever had - if we
could have just put another head
on her. Anvthing we bred her to,
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she came up with sound, pretty
puppies. She did gee her obedi-
ence ttle. She is still living, as
happy as a lark.

We stayed with the same
lines, I know some breeders who
will try everything. They go o
all kinds of hnes to see what they
will gety and they do get some
nice dogs, but what are you going
to do with all of them when you
do all those different breedings?
You have to be consistent.  You
may have two mediocre dogs to
start with. Maybe one has some-
thing good the other one doesn't
have and vice versa. With the
first breeding, vou may not get
anything, but from these puppies,
down the line, you may get some-
thing better. When you breed
again, you get something better
stll and it keeps getting better, 1
think that's the way to-go. You
can try all kinds of things and one
litter may be fine, while the next
litter will be just terrible. 1 think
it is better o stay the same and



build vour own line that way.

Once in awhile you will have
L8] g('ln o, hfc;lu.sg You are gﬁi_ng
to double up on fauls as well as
good points. [ had some weak
tailsets and I think 1 tightened up
on tailsets when I went 1o Ch.
Pinehill Hermes from Doris
Knoblock. That was “Pepita.” 1
bred her 1o Murdock three tumes
and we had beautiful puppies.
Bucky was one of her puppies.
We got nice tailsets on them,
although sometimes they were a
litthe shore and tight,

At any rate, here 15 a picture
of our sign; “Samoyeds ol Sece-
lah.” When we rétired, they gave
us @ new sign. Here's a picture of
the breeding kennel with the
runs. We didn't get a picture of
our boarding kennel, but at the
left here you can see the building.

Merrill: The kennels are
heated and have air-conditioning.

Rowena: It's just a small
boarding kennel, but if we want
Lo go away, we can take all our
dogs over there and we don't
have to worry about them. We
know somebody is there to take
care of them (Paula and Sieve
Exline). That was the main rea-
som we built it. Tt wasn't to make
money on boarding, even though
we are full most of the time.

Merrill: We keep the board-
ing dogs totally scEau*atc from the
other dogs. One kennel is for all
our dogs and the other is stricily
boarding. The dog on the sign is
a picture of Bucky,

Rowena: Oh, ves. Bucky
was a celebrity.

Merrill: My insurance com-
pany here wanted a dog to put in
an ad, so they got some mongrel
somewhere and I wouldn't buy it
We used Bucky and had him
advertised on billboards and rele-
vision in five states.

Rowena: The people who
owned him initially had a service
station. They were advertising
tires one month and they hr{§
sumeone come in and paint a big
picture of Bucky on the window
of the service station to advertise
wres. Itsaid, "Bucky says ..." By
the time we had that picture
taken I had taught Bucky a litle
abedience, bue that was after he'd
quit showing. He was so obedi-
ent that day. He sat there so
well, even though it took quite
awhile to get the right picture,
The whole family was there,
except. their daughter who
couldn’t get away from college,
They borrowed a neighbor girl, |
remember the little boy was so
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restless because he was hungry
after gewing home from schoaol,
but Bucky was very good - that
day, anyway! (laughter) Bucky
was just fine and he slept all the
way home in the airplane.

This is a picture of one of the
dogs we had from our insemina
tion breeding.  He's nice. [ think
he has seven or eight points now.

new people don't know me, but
that's the way it is after awhile -
we're antiques!  (laughter) Most
breeders, if they see my dogs.
they pretty much know it'’s my
head, It's mostly the head people
recognize. Most people who have
known me through the years
know my dogs,

How would you rate type, femper-

eve. That's another reason I
went to Dike and [ haven't had
any light eyes for years now.
They are nice, dark eyes, The
darker eve looks much prettier
with the white. It's not a fault to
have a lighter cye, but you don't
want blue: [ prefer the darker
eye. They have to have good
temperaments, and T've been get-

Farrah Bit O Seelah (Homer's Hektor of Seelah x Bit 0" Honey of Seelah).

He is kind of a combination Mur-
dock. We started to name that
litter after basebail players and
this is Dusha's DiMageio of See-
lah (Ch. Dusha’s Keno of Seelah
w Oopsy Daisy of Seelah). It fits
the dog well. We co:own him
with a lady and she is doing a
£aod job with him,

He loaks fke @ lion sitfing on the
leddee of a library.

Rowena: (laughter) That's
the truth!

Do you_feel youe have established o
distingeishable fne?

Rowena: I think so; A lot of

cenent cnal sowndness i order of impor-
banie?

Rowena: I think it's a te
between temperament and sound-
ness, but you have to have a
good temperament. The Sammy
15 noted for its temperament.
They should be good with chil-
dren, although if a child is hyper,
that will upset a dog. Soundness
is very important. Everything
clse falls into place - the fronts
and rears and everything, T want
good fromts and rears. [ want the
black t'{lc. if possible, We started
out with a dog that had a lighter
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ting some really good témpera-
ments aely. They are full of i
Sammies, on the whole, are kind
of hard to live with because they
want to be with you all the time,
You can't stick them out in the
backyard and just leave them
there. They have w be part of
the family, and you have to
decide that your house is not
going to stay the way it was,
because you are going o have
hair, That’s all there is to it, you
are going to have hair. T didn't
think I was going to have hair
with my Tibetans, but I do. You



just can’t see it (laughter)

Dheli 't VO say you dic somie phedy-
enve ith your dy i

Rowena: Yes, and [ wish 1
could do more. I may go back 1o
doing more. [ have a little bitch
right now that 1s just full of it and
she needs to be busy. I think obe-
dience would be the thing o do:
If she gets bored she chews her
tail, which is just about the time
we get her entered in a show, IF
we keep her busy, she is okay.
She had a liter of pups and [ lost
that litter, the first one m all the
years we've been breeding. The
only thing we can think of is that
they came early. They looked
fine. We had an autopsy done on
one and the wet said there was
nothing wrong with it. They evi-
dently canie too soon; also hot
weather. We did three breedings,
and we think 1l they would have
come on the first breeding we'd
have been finc, s it must have
been the last breeding we did.
She 15 just a busy dog ..md I think
I'd like to get an obedience title
an her.

[ have done several and have
never gone bevond three shows
w geta CD ade, T've always got-
ten it in three shows. We're
never perfect, but we make it. |
think obedience is great, although
some people get a little carried
away with it and get tough on
their dogs. There is no reason

for that. You can sweet talk some
of them into it [ really like obe-
dience. The only thing [ don't

like is that you wait around all
day, | understand in other coun-
tries that if vou don't make it
through your exercises then there
is o reason to wait around for
the sits and downs. [ don't know
for sure if that is true or not, bue
that makes sense to me. If you
have already flunked, why stick
around o contnue flunking? |
{inished Bo Peep and “Muffy,” 1
did their oh-:'riicm:c and their
championships at the same time,
I don't think I'd try that again,
thought it's hard work., By the
time you show both, yeuare tived
and the dog 15 ured, and if you
are guite a ways from home,
stuck out in the boonics some-
place, vou still have to drive
home. 1don't eare for that.

I'm really thinking about
doing more cbedience because 1
enjoy it. I you don't make it, it is
your faule. It's nobody’s fault but
vours. [ do think the dogs should
be clean in obedience. That's one
thing I see in obedience, where
people will go in in sloppy jeans;
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they aren’t clean, You can wear a
nice pair of slacks, or whatever,
but be neat. Some pemlt don't
wash their dogs. There 1s no rea-
son for that. [t's just as important
as a championship title, and
mayhe sometimes more impor-
tant.  When you get your CD
title, it's important, so have your
picture taken, You should have a

record of 1t 1w show people that
you got-a CD ntle on your dog.
You can say you have it, but
unless you have that picture, you
can't prove it. When Paula
Exline, at our kennel, finished
Coty. he was all nice and clean
and she was dressed neatly. The

judge really praised her afier-

wards. She said, I wish more
people would come into the ring
with a clean dog. 1 hate 1o have
to put my hands an some of these

dogs they bring into the ring,’

Obedience is great and you

can do both. Not evervbody can
do both. Some people who can
show in conformation can't do
obedience, and some people in
obedicence are really very shy peo-
ple, but they are in command in
the obedience ring.  If they had o
run arcund the cenformation
ring, they would be embarrassed
or nervous. It just depends on

Chaika's First Copry, "Copy.”

the person. Some people do real-
ly well in obedience. Some make
their life's work in obedience.
(laughter)

Have yon ever done any sleddmy
o ariing st the dls g ?

Rowena: No, but I wish 1
had. 1 didn't start untl my chil-
dren were almost all grown, IF ]
were starting out today, I would
veally get into sledding. 1 think
that would be more fun! If vou
listen to some of the old-timers
who used to sled and race, it 15
the most thrilling thing to listen to

Summer 1998 = 47

yvou ever heard. Talk to Bob
Ward sometime, and I think
there are a couple of others sl
around who did sledding. Pat
Enslen in California could tell
Yo, rh;:, used to have a won-
derful time sledding. It was a lot
of fun and I think I would have
really liked that. We got into it
later and then it got later and

later. (laughter) Now it's beyond
me. Sometimes you just can’t do
iall

There are 0 many things you
can do with the Samoyeds now.
If they don't make a champi-
onship they can do so many other
things. There's backpacking,
sledding, obedience, weight
pulling and herding, 1 would
lowve to try herding. [ think I
maybe could do that. Sammies
are natural herders. If you éver
notice them, in the house they
want to keep evervone all togeth-



er. They don't want one here
and one there, they want every-
one together where they can keep
an cve on everything,

When we hived south of here,
we had two dogs. One was old
“Shadrach.” We had pasture on
the side 6f our house that we
rented out to a neighbor, who
had caule and horses in there.
Shadrach would get in there and
herd those animals, and he had
never been taught w herd. The
little Bitch we had then would do
the same thing. Every morning,
she would stick her nose through
the fence and one horse and she
wottld be nose to nose; It was
fin to watch. Samoyeds are natu-
ral herders.

There are so many things
they ean do. That's what I tell
people who have pets, 1 SAY,
“Look at the things vou can do.
Don’t be disappointed if vou can't
have a show dog. You can get a
show dog later if you want to, but
look: what you can do with vour
dog right now." They love their
dog and they don't want to get
rid of their pet. yet they think
they want w show. Why put a
dog down just because 1t's not
perfect or 15 not a shew dog?
They can be something. A
Sammy is a Sammy!

My son has-a eross-eved
Sammy right now, believe it or
not, “This-dog came wandering in
one day, At firse, I thought it was
one of mine our on a hill. 1
couldn’t catch her, so I called
Paula, who came out in her van,
and we finally got this dog cap
tured. We put her in the van. 1
said, “She must be somebody's
pet.” She was a great big girl, |
said, "Take her over and put her
into the boarding kennel and
we'll advertise.” [ looked at her
and thought, “Look at that head!”
She had the weirdest head you
ever saw. It took us awhile 1o fig
ure out what the problem was,
but she is actually cross-eved,
We couldn’t find the ewner, so
we decided we were going to take
her o the shelter. which I hated
o do, because she was only eigh-
teen or nineteen months old, and
as big as any male you'd ever
seen, with a lot of coat, We
found she was spayed. My son
and his wife were here and she
said, “Couldn’t we take her
home?” 1 said, “Are you sure
vou want her? We don'’t know
anything about her.™ So they
took her home. They've had her
about two years now and she's
been a great pet; but [ wouldn't
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trust her around children because
I don't know anything about her,
If you've ever scen a cross-eved
Sammy, you've never seen any-
thing like it. You have vo watch if
you come up on her blind side,
because she will growl ar you.
My son has a friend who is an
eve doctor, and he said, *T knew
right away what's wrong with
her.” My son asked why and he
said, “I could tell by the way she
moved.” We thought she was
moving fine, but he said, “No. |
knew it was her eyes.” They set
right down in. The only way [
can deseribe it is cross-eved. and
the ¢yes are not almond-shaped.
She's eross-eved, but she is some-
baneky’s pet and she's prety.

You can take the uglicst
Sammy in the world out on the
street and people will stop you.
We used to ke our old dog, our
first one that was Merrill's, our,
and when we would stop, peo-
ple's children would come up and
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throw their arms around her.
Fortunately, she was very tolerant
and would take anything. One
time she was sitting in the sand-
box and my grandchildren were
there. They were just toddlers,

They went out to play in the

sandbox and she was in it and
wouldn't get out.  She would lie
in there all the time, and when
they went back home, she would
g out there in the morning look-
ing for them. She was a charac:
ter. She and my husband would
get on the helicopter - and vou
know how noisy they are — and
she and Merrill would both fall
sound asleep. He would ke her
to his office and she would lie
behind his desk. He would have
a staff meeting and she would go
over and lie by the door, and
nobody left thar meeting, She
was something else. You can tell
stories about every Sammy. I
could sit here all night and tell
you stories about every dog I've
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ever had - and vou'd be bored w
death! (laughter|
No, [ vonddnt, T ilowe stortes aed

find them mteresting,

Rowena: People from other
breeds say they all look alike, but
they don't. They are not all
alike. Each one has its own per-
sonality, and some are more fun
than others. There are some that
you get a little bit more awached
to, 1 keep thinking I have ta give
them up, but [ don't know
whether I can give them up or
not. [ will probably always have
one around. None of my sons
have any, except the one with the
cross-eyed dog, The vive had
German Shephierds and cats; but
none of them have had Sammies,
They aren’t Sammy people; and [
think you have to be a Sammy
person to have a Sammy.

What iva Saumny person ?

Rowena: It's one who under-
stands their temperament and
personality. They are alive all



the time and not everybody can
live with a Sammy, You have to
know vour breed. When you go
tor buy any dog, vou should know
something about that breed. It
may not be the dog for you or for
your family, When people come
to see my puppies, [ like them to
bring their c¢hildren with them,
and then 1 decide right then
whether it would be a good home
for my puppy. You can tell by
the way people react to their chil:
dren how they will react 1o the
puppy. If the children are
allowed o do anything with the
puppy. that puppy does not go
home with that family, believe
e,

We had one puppy we sold
10 a family, and I was a little leery
when she first came in with these

The Seamipyed Charlerly

Ch, Sm:ln_;ﬁr.-‘ ' Ba H-‘zfr Ch.

three children., Soon, though, she
said, “Mow, you get over there
and sit down and let that puppy
alone. This is your sister's dog,
and you let your sister play with
the dog a litle bit.™ 1 decided
things would be all right with this
family, and they are. They got
anather dog too. 1 was getting a
little antsy because the children
were hugging the dog and being a
little rough with it and it was oo
young for that. It had always
been good around children-so |
didn’t want anything to happen.
I was glad this happened while
they were with me so 1 could see
how she would react to it. Then
I wouldn't have her back saying.
*This puppy bit my child.” The
dogs have to defend themselves
some way, and I think most dog

bites are caused because ol a
child. It is not always all the
dog's fault, but they get the
blame.

Would becoming more popular
heliror harm the Samyeds?

Rowena: [ think it has staved
about the same the lase few vears,
I don't think it is anymore popir-
lar than it was. It's never been
among the top ten breeds in pop-
ularity, or anvthing like that, bue
it has always been a popular
breed: 1 don't think it has been
higher up. in the ratings because
nszl“ the coat. [ really think
that's the reason, not the dog
itself. People don't want 1o take
care of the ceat and don't know
how to. Before a puppy leaves
us, we alwavs try to show the
people how to groom the dog.
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We tell them, “If you brush the
dog the way we tell vou, at least
two or three times a week, you
won't have any problem.” A lot
of people just let them shed, and
it's bad! They have to get that
hair out of there, It will all come
back. People don't like to do
that, but you have to get that coat
out. ['ve seen people m the show
ring trying to hold ¢oats, but you
can't hold them. You can feel the
lumps in there, so you might as
well comb it out and start over
again. Everyone likes the
Sammy, It's not that people dis-
like the breed. The show people
who have other breeds like the
Sammies. They always look sa
prewy in the ring. [ always like
seeing that white dog in there.
To be continued ...



