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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with

Jim and Marian Osborn
LYNTHEA

Northridge, California
Part [1

Thes miberviene was conduced at
the home of i and Marzan Osborn
i _Fuly of 1993 by Bart Matson,

Huowr Ir‘)rrllf.r{{ﬁ.r.l are &‘J’mr{h.'.r.':c?

Jim: It has gone downlill in
Californiz quite-a bit in the last
few vears, i don’t know where it
vanks nationally compared with
other breeds. [t is probably still
in the same place it was some
time back: Back in the mid-"70s,
i ook 25 dogs for a three-pomt
major here in California, and
now a three-point major is about
half that, which says you have
about half the number of dogs
being shown. The local club
here is having a hard time main-
taining membership, because
there are not new members com-
ing into the breed, and old ones
are dropping by the wayside, 1
am talking about locally here in
California. Nationally, Lam not
sure what the breed has done rel:
ative to other breeds, It has cer-
tainly lost populanty here, and
maybe on a natonal level also,
bue I think it has gone down
mere here in southern California
than it has in the rest of the coun-
try. At the same tume it has been
going down here, it may be going
up in the Midwest or some other
areas, 5o nationally it may not be
shiding that much,

Do yel fare aiy H}u.l.'_;{f.'h' i o
wly o i b eliinng here?

Jume T think everybody has
wondered about that. People in
the local club wonder why the
membership is off and there is a
fack of miterest, and so on. 1
guess Ldon't really have a good
opimion; I don’t think there is
any one or few breeders here
locally who are really out there
doing great things on'a national
level, so some E]?[hﬁ.‘ publicity
and popularity may be lacking,
that spark of success that every-
Loy wanits to be associated with,
That may be a small factor. |
don’t really known why it has
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fallen off, In our own case, we
have beenat it too long and have
slowed down, We have showed
very little in the last ten years,

just an occasional show here and

there, lor the most part, and as |
said earlier, our last litter was
bred eight years ago. Obviously.
we are not very active i the dog
fancy these days, although that
isn't really true. Marian is still
quite active in the local club, and
I support her in the club activi-
ties. | am doinga lot of work on
the history and pedigrees. We
still feel like we are very much
involved, but that involvement
does not include breeding very
many puppies or participating in
very many shows. A lot of peo-
ple of our era have also slowed
down or dropped out entirely.
Whyisn't there a contnual
influx of younger people? Tdon't
really know.

D both your aned Marian hanelle
m." rllﬂg"u.}

Jim: Yes, Marian handled
more than [ did, although over

Wath KK and Doly.

the years it may be close to equal.
I preferred Maran o handle:
There were individual dogs 1 was
comfortable with and enjoved
handling. I did most of the train-
ing of the young dogs-and would

handle them in the Puppy classes.

Onee they were mature enough
to be competitive, [ really pre-
ferred to wrn it over o Marian.
I didn’t enjoy it that much. It's
not that [ didn't like 1, but 1 did
not get a big bang-out of han-
dling a dog in the ring: 1 enjoyed
the dog show maore by standing
ar ringside, looking at the dogs
and studying them, and so on,
and letting Marian handle in the
ring.

Marian: As I got older, |
did not like handling, That's
probably the reason we don't
show anymore. [ don't like to
run arpund the ring,

Da you have any advice for v
ers 1 wonded fike fo handle thelr ouom
dags?

Marian: Leamn hgw.

Hinet did you learn?
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Jim: Goro handling classes,
watch the professionals in the
ring wha win consistently, whose
dogs show well in the ring_a
study what they do, PRAGY
TICE, PRACTICE, PRAC-
TICE. I really mean that. Work
with the dog at home. You can
train a dog to do anything. T -
think you can train a dog to
stand on its head, 50 you can cer-
tainly train a dog to walk intoa
square stanee; to alert to you,
although there are limits 1o that if
they get bored or hot and they
might let dewn'and quic. You
can train the dogs 1o respond to
what you want to a large degree
and learn the mannerisms and
technigques (o accomplish that.
Gel some proper instruction via
handling classes. watch the good
handlers in the ring and study
their technique very carefully,
and then practice, practice, prac:
Hce.

D you ever use videolapes for
yourself?

Jim: We didn’t have one




when we were showinga low.

We got a movie camiera and we
used to shoot films, which can get
a little expensive if you just want
to shoot for practice. We did do
that and study what we were
doing in the ring. The advent of
video and instant playback would
certainly be a boon for somebody
learning to handle, because sce-
ing what you do in the ring from
i camera’s paint of view should
be very instructive, Rather than
just what you THINK you look
like and what you THINK Vo
are daing, see what you actually
do look like through the camera,
The use of video in that respect
should be very helpiul.

How offent have you wed profer-
stonal handicrs, or have you?

Jm: Once or twice, When
we wanted to get a dog to a show
that was out of the area, and we
knew a handler who was going,
we would put the dog with the
handler for that weekend, Thag
was only a couple of times in all
the time we showed dogs. We
always handled our own dogs.

Heoxw do you tram puppies and af
wiltet agel

Jim: Six and a half weeks
old is when you start. In Opposi-
tion to what the obedience peaple
say, I use food for the training,
because puppies respond to food,
No puppy has ever left our house
until it was pretry thoroughly
leash trained, Whether it whs
going to be shown or not, it had
tor be pretey darned well behaved
on lead before it left our house,
You can do that in about fifieen
minutes. Five three-minute ses-
sions over a period of a week will
Ve i puppy a preity good idea
of what a leash is all about. |
used cookies or kibble in litde
bite-sized picces. By the time
they lelt our house, which was
generally not before nine weeks,
they would be pretty well trained
puppies. By that time, they had
been on lead on the strees and o
a shopping center or two. Phak
fenberger showed in his book
that one of the critical periods for
training is from seven to twelve
weeks of age, so | started ar six
and a half. but generally not
before then, because a puppy's
attention span is too short, You
start them out for just a few min-
utes each day untl they have the
fundamentals. Then you take
them on the sireet

At eighr-and-a-half or nine
weeks, you start stacking them.
That is, lifting up the feet and try-
ing to pose them a livtle bie. A lit-

_
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te bit of that goes a long way
with an eight-week-old puppy,
but you get them used o being
handled. They rather quickly gt
the idea that something is expect.
ed of them, although they are not
sure what, but they are sharp
enough that they figure it out,
By the time a puppy is nine
weeks old, you should be able to
take it in to a fun match, and it
should be well trained enough
that it 1s manageable on Iea‘f [
always felt like I was very good
working with young puppies. |
like puppies, and thar's part of it,
It is a matter of being consistent.
I don't know that there are any
special tricks to eliciting the
response you are lookmg for. [
always enjoyed that. OF course,
if you have a liwer of six or cight
pups to tain all at once. it can be
# chore, but it i$ anly for a short
period of nme; and within two or
three weeks the fundamentals are
all there,

Marian; Tt pays to give indi-
vidual time. We have a com-
mand word for all bathroom
chores, which is “hurry.” By the
time the puppies arc ready o
leave, they Em:w pretey much
what that word means. We
could take them out, tell them 1o
“hurry,” and they would squar.
and as long as the new owner did
the same thing, they would have
a house-trained dog in a shont
period of time,

Lid mast of your puppies go o
metlches ?

Jim: Only the ones we kept.
We sold into show homes, also,
but I didn’t necessarily take them
1o a match as part of their train-
ing. Ifit was a dog we were
gong to keep and show, we
would wy o get it out of 2 match
or twa carly on, sometime
between two and six months of
age, before they were old cnough
to go into the Puppy classes ar a
licensed show, The handling
classes are good for that too.
The handler is trying to train
YOU, but YOU are there to
socialize and train the puppy.
Being around other dogs and ina
show environment is a very
iportant part of puppy training
and socialization and learning the
show ring atmosphere. The han-
dling classes are very gaod for
that, and we often would ga 10
the handling classes, not because
we thought the handler was
going to teach us anything, but
because we wanted to socialize
the pup. Al the things vou can
do along that line for young pup-

pies under six months of age is
very beneficial to them in terms
of getting them comfortable in
the show ring. having them
entirely comfortable on lead, and
knowing what's expected of
F‘hat"s the whole key,

them. *

dience stuff. I have wo atribute
that to my own laziness. 1 just
didn’t want to put forth the effor
to do it. We had some dogs of
our breeding that were Very sug-
cesslul in obedience work with
ather owners, but we never did it

Ch. Lynthea's Foshua of Waken (denlble grandson), BOB, anid Ch, Southern Star
of Lynthea (uf exght and e half years), BOS, from Veteran Biteh detss at Setmuyedd

Cluh of San

The dog is perfectly willing to dao
what you want it to do if it
knows what you want it to do
and knows what to expect. All of
this early training is really to get
the dog to understand what is
expected. Most of the waining is
done in our backyard, so the han-
dling class would be a once-a-
week thing fora few weeks at the
Imaost.

Marian: The handling class
also introduced our puppies to
other breeds.

Jim: Where they learned
that all dogs were not necessarily
white. (laughter)

Marian: It is amazing to
take our dogs onto a show
grounds and they will seek aut
the Sammies. We don't have o
ask where the ring is: Our dogs
will spot them a mile away.

Efa’ o ever fuit any obedience
fitles on your dags, fike €Dy or CDX?

Jim; We never worked in
tormal obedience ar all. ' We had
some dogs that I thought were
Eanh;uinrly well suited for that,

ut by the time I finished a cham-
plonship, T didn't really feel like
starting to wade through the obe:
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Diego Specialty in May of 1978,

ourselves,

Died you do any kine of freld
wwork with your dogs?

Jim:” No: You don't do
much sled work here in southern
California, and we didn’t do any
tracking or agility. The only
thing we ever did was the confor-
mation.

Marian: The only hunting
they ever did was when they
would carch a squirrel on the
ground in our backyard,

Jim: Dolly is a squirrel dog
and will let me know when she
spots-a squirrel in the trees over-
head. Dkeep all the squirrels off
the pine tee over the patio,
because they will sit in the tree
eating pine nuts and drop all the
hulls on the patio and make a
grand mess, [use the air rifle to
chase them out of there, and
Dolly cin get very enthusiastic
about the squirrels. There is no
formal hunting.

Can shy or aggressive dogy be
corvected by traming?

Jim: It depends on where
the shyness or ageressiveness
came from.. Maost of that is
hereditary, and while training




The Semoyed Ouarterly

KE baby-sitting Karina s fupis.

will influence i, it won't elinu-
nate it. If it came from some ear:
lier deficiency i the dog's envi-
ronment, then training car do
more perhaps than if it is inherit-
ed, By the time a dog is-an adult,
however, nothing will do very
much. Training will affect an
adult dog that is shy or aggres-
sive, but it won't ever eliminate
it. Onee it is there, whether it
was hereditary or environmental,
it will be there to some degree
forever.

L it appropriate fo lake a dog
anywhere #:fmﬂ}?

Jim: Oh, yes. We go tothe
bieach and tirn our dogs loose.
They will encounter other peo-
ple, but we try to make sure we
have a clear beach before we do
it. There are people here who
turn their dogs loose out the
front door to let them ran around
in the morning, and 1 don't
approve of that at all. Not only is
it dangerous to the dog, but it is
disturbing to other people,

There are not very many places
in an urban area where letting a
dog off-lead is appropriate at all.
Dogs love to go 1o someplace
new and be off-lead. They thor
oughly delight in that. Unfortu-
nately, there are not very many
places you can do that in an
urban area,

To what extent were your Breed-
f.ug] naferal o controlled ?

Jim: Talmost always hold
the bitch once the dog has tied
her, and support her, and help
them to get umed, We make
sure we know which way they
turmed and turn them back the
sume way. It'simportant to hang
on to the bitch so she has some
support when she needs it from
the dog's weight, and so that she
doesn't try to turn or twist, which

they: usually will, or siv- down. 1
abways preferred to see them
achieve a tie without any interfer-
ence on our part. That didn't
always happen and occasionally
we would hold the bitch for some
reason. We would try to get
them to tic before we did any-
thing, and then move in and hold
the bitch to keep her from twise
ing, and turning on the dog,

Wohat i e fair stued fee?

Jim: Idon't have the fogg
est idea. It has always been the
price of a pick puppy. I guess
that’s as good a rule of thumb as
any. We never had a lot of out-

course, we never had a famous
stud dog to work with, Our
prices tended to be on the low
side of the prevailing rates when
we were doing that kind of thing.
It's been a number of vears since
we have sold a stud service or a
puppy, so [ can't really tell you
what the prices are.

Mamnan: It was cash, and if
we wanted a puppy out of a litter
we would buy i We never had
any breeding strings attached.

Jim: We never bred a litter
unless we intended to keep the
pick puppy.

Dot yau refuse servtce to very
mceny futches?

Jim: Not very miany. proba-
bly beeause 1 suspect people
know me well enough not to
bring a wrong bitch for service,

What would keep you, fram
breeding o rieg or i bilck?

Jim: That concerns that illu-
sive thing about personal inter-
pretation of the standard and
assessment of quality. IF1 felt
like any dog or bitch simply was
not of breedable quality, I would
not breed toit. The next ques:
tion, of course, 15 what is hreed-
able quality, but [ can't really
answer that. It goes back to yvour
interpretation of the standard and
your personal priorities about
what is important. Any time that
1 felt an animal was not of breed-

KK and Lyntheas Last Chance, great buddies from beginning to end,

side stud service. | G was bred 1o
a hall dozen ouside bitches, and
a couple other dogs were bred to
outside baches, We always
charged what I felt were nominal
s{udqfees, usually less than the
going rates other people used. OF

ing quality, then it obviously
shouldn’t be bred from. In my
case, that would apply to a lot of
specials [see in the show ring.
Hovw many litters should a brich
have?
Jim: An outstanding pro-
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ducer could be bred once a yéar
for six or seven years. If she is
not an eutstanding producer, you
probably know that after a couple
of litters and you ought to quit.

Did you help your bitches whelp?

Jim: Very little. We were
always there hovering aver them,
but we let them do it themselves,
and most of them did. Once ina
while there was a breach birth or
a poor presentagon of the puppy
where vou have to get in there
and help, We only had one bitch
that h:u:ll to have a C-section.
They almost all did the job them-
selves with a minimum of help on
our part. We learned that from
our foundation bitch, Mama
Bear, who was as instinctive as
any dog that ever lived. With
her very first liver of pups, you'd
think she wrate the pediatrics
book. She knew exactly what to
do and how to do it. Fortunate-
Iy, she tended to have small pup-
pies. Most of the puppies were
around twelve ounces, which is
not a big puppy, so the deliveries
were prety casy: She was so
instinctive and did it all hersell
beautifully, [have a set of slides
I took of her whelping. 1 was
busy with the lights and camera,
and she was in there lor two or
three hours doing her thing and
ignoring me. | have a nice set of
s?idf:s of the whelping: 1 had no
qualms about doing that because
she was all in her own world,
intent on doing her thing,
although I think she was glad we
were there,

Marian: Jim fixed the
whielping box so he could lower
the sides and get right in there
with the camera, and she didn’t
mind.

Jim: We learned with her
and used the same technique with
others. They were maybe not all
ay instinctive as she was, but they
all caught on.

Marian: After the first
puppy came, they knew exactly
what 1o do.

Hatie you supplement-fed young
puppies?

Jim: 'We never had a liter
where we felt that was necessary,
We had one bitch that became
very ill, and we think she
retained a placenta or a piece of
one, Her milk was bad and we
had to keep the pups off of her,
We had to feed the puppics when
théy were just a few days old.

Marian: [ used baby bottles.
not tube-feeding, I wanted them
1o use their sucking instinct,

Jim: People with large litters



frequently have o supplement.
but we've never had a hicer over
six.

Do you remember whet you suf-
Plemented them with?

Marian: It was a reape a
vet gave mie. In fact, it's inour
l}cc[i;'zttric book. We used goat’s
milk, Karo and lime water,

Do you wwean the fupnes your-
seff, or det Mre bitel) oo 1f?

Jim: We usually let mama
dothat. If vou have a small run
where the mother and puppies
are kept, she will have a difficult
time doing that, but in our situa-
tion. where she had the run of
the house and vard. she could
retreat from them when she need-
ed o

Marian: We would intro-
duce solid foods carly 1o help
with the weaning.

JJi;‘n: By the ume the puppies
are five weeks old, they are get-
ting a pretry good portion of solid
food. ' We cut back on the moth-
er’s [ood s she doesn't have as
much milk, so we assistec.

Marian: We would have o
watch, because we've had bitches
that felt we weren't feeding
c:mttgh and would regurgitate
their food for die puppies. The
imstnct to do that is there.

At what ages did you ralnate
S et canted st qualtty, and what did
ot fook for?

Marian: From the moment
they are bom.

Jim: We used coloved rib-
bons around their necks to mark
them with, and [ abways tagged
my pick birch with red. My pick
male would have a blue ribbon. 1
did thatat birth to-keep tabs on
myself to see how good T was at
picking them at birth.

e didd you do?

Jim: Pretry well, although
not 100 percent. The majority of
the ume. however, my picks at
birth would turn out to be my

ick at eight or nine weeks old.
More than half the tme, anyhow.
It's an ongoing evaluation. Itis
an art you develop and you doit
almost intuitively, There are
techniques invelved such as mea-
suring bone lengths and looking
for-angulation, and determining
the contour of chest at certain
ages. You could sit down and
make up a set of rules, but Tam
not sure how valuable the rules
would be. There is a lot of art
invalved that is either intuitive
and 1nstincuve with the person,
or comes with a lot of experience
and pracoce, or both.

[What showld a potential shoqy
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gy sill fo?

Jim: Again, at this point in
time, | don't knew, since we have
not had a licter in so many years,

LDid you sell Ivrr!ar'ﬁlrfﬁug'r‘,bfe'.t
wnth sprey and sieufer agreements?

Jim: Maost of the time we
didn’e, It was usually specified 1n
the bill of sale that the puppy was
not to be bred from, but we did
not demand neutering. In almost
all cases. we were selling into
homes we knew were not mter-
ested in showing and breeding,

Marian: We did request
that they have hip X-rays and
ey exams.

Jim: Wedidn't always get
that information back, but I don't
think we ever got int a dispuue
with anybody over it. ' We were
just looking for information back
on the dogs as to how they
wirned out and didn't force the
1ssue,

What da you feed your dig?

Marian: I use a fresh frozen
meat product, cottage cheese, and
mix in vitamins O, E, brewers
yeast and vionate, We used to

ive oil, but we cunt that out with
ﬁ'u': older dogs. With that T use a
lamb and rice Kibble, They arc
fed twice a day, the dog's weighe
is watched, and the kibble is
adjusted accordingly. If the dogs
start to.get pudgy, they get less
kibble.

Homy maeck groommg did yau oo

IRST PLACE

o a regudar basts, and what woas the
roufing fmior fo a show?

Jim: They get a pretty good
grooming once a week,

Marian: We check them
every other day for fleas, or
every day-at the height of the flea
season.

Jim: Marian puts the blower
on them, because it parts the hair
to where you can sée the skin
and look for fleas.

Marian: We spray the yard,
but we don't dip the dogs and
they don’t wear flea collars,
because I don't want any chemi-
cals'on the dogs. Normally,
bathing is about every six weeks
orso. | like a clean Sammy and
it makes me feel good w keep
them bathed.

How ahout exereise?

Jim: With multiple dogs
here, it wasn't bad.

Marian: We have a big
vard.

Jim: They would get out
and romp. Iwould play ball with
them; and we would ke them
for walks on occasion. We are
down 1o one deg, and Dolly has
been kind of mopey here since
shie is the only one left. She 18
setting a little older now, but
there 15 soll-a regular ball playing
time with her, and Marian takes
her for walks in the morming,

We used 1o roadwork the dogs
on bikes, partcularly dogs we

Lyntheas Stardusdt Elegance, “Elfie,” first in 12-15 Biteh class
at the 1988 SCA Natonal Speaally Sweepstakes,
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were showing. It has varied over
the vears. depending on the num-
ber of dogs and their ages. You
don’t need o worry about exer-
cising puppies, of course. They
wear themselves out, flop down
and go to sleep, and get up and
go at it again. Dogs that are
senior citizens, at about six and
seven years old, start slowing
down in their activity. Some
kind of stimulation is required to
give them a reasonable amotmt of
exercise. The stimulation can be
walking, biking or ball playing.
We used to do better at that than
we do now. Part of it is my own
ineraa.

What advice wonld you. give to
breeders woho are just starfing nut?

Jum: Den't! (laughter) No,
that isn't true. Learn the breed.
Study it and lesrn about dog
anatomy and so on and swdy
lots of dogs. Yeu need 1o learn
all the things that make vou
knowledgeable about a breed.
You can't do that instantaneous-
ly. It takes dme, but start work-
ing at i and work at at rigorously
until vou feel like you know the
breed. You can't doan honest
job of breeding any animal unless
vou really know the characteris-
tics of the breed you are working
with. First and foremost, learn
the breed. Secondiy, study the
pedigrees. Your dog is the prod-
uct of a bunch of dogs that are
behind it. Every gene it carries
was carried by some combination
of those ancestors, Swdy the
pedigree.. Don't just memorize
the names, bur iind out as much
as vou can about the dogs them-
selves, particularly the parents,
grandparents and all the dogs
close up in the pedigree. What
kind ntpdngs were they, what did
they produce, what were their
strong points, and what were
their weak points? Some people
think pedigree analysis means
counung the number of champi:
ons, which is uteerly frrelevant.
The two key things are to learn
the breed and study the pedigrees
o learn as much as vou can
about the dogs in them,

Iy 1t & good wlea fir newwcomers to
g0 to the kennel with the big winners to
purchase thewr first fupr?

Jim: It is always difficult to
argue with success. IF someone is
producing big winners and is suc-
cessful, I can’t advise anyone not
to do business with those people.
Someone may own a big winning
dog that they themselves didn't
produce, You might use that dog
at stud if it is truly a pood dog



and il it is:what you need. To
by a puppy from a suceessful
kennel would be the best advice 1
could give anyone, Deal with
people who are successtul,

What are some of the tob kerinels
fodey? '

Jim: I'd rather not answer
that. @ have not shown the last
few vears and there are a lot of
dogs in the ring 1 haven't seen, IT
I started naming names, 1 would
be going back to people 1 was
familiar with ten vears ago rather
than people who are active today.
I haven't seen enough of what is
out there the last five years or
more.

Would yon reconmend that newe
breeders forn clubs?

Jim: Yes. First, vou meet
people and learn things. You
may not learn a lot, but every lit-
tle bit helps. Secondly, every-
body owes the sport something.
Drag shows are put on by velun-
weer labor. If you go w a loy of
dog shows, you need wa pay your
dues by joining some club or
organization or doing something
to contmbute vour share towards
conducting the sport. 'We did
that ourselves. We joined a club
for the specific reason of paying
our dues 1o the spore. In the pro-
cess of doing that, we made a lot
of friends and learned a few
things along the way, It can’t
help but be beneficial 1o you as
an individual, and someplace
along the line. you have an obli-
gation to support the sport you
are participating in, and simply

aving entry fees isn't enough.
The work is all done by volun-
teer labor, so get out there and
do some of it.

Iy the parent cluh damg enough
clucate seze members?

Jime Tvis probably doing as
much as a parent club can do.
The SCA Bulletinis a very good
book published by the parent
club. There are helpful articles in
it, and there are some other mate-
rials that have been published by
the parent-club, which are avail-
able to members, some of which
is prety good. A national organi-
zation can’t really get 1o individu-
als and wrtor thém in any way. so
there ave limits-on what a nation-
al club can do, and of necessity it
is pretry superficial. A local club
can do a lot more in educating
new peaple, because vou have
CORE-Orn-0ne FICI.'SQHZ'] coOntact. l"
the national club, its members
live all over the country and their
business is conducted by mail
and phone, There 1s a meeting
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once a vear where people actoally
come-in contact with each other
as club members in an acr.iviig.
The rest of the time it is a nebu-
lous thing. How do you reach

eople on'an individual level?
Frimcd material 1s about as much
as you can do, and the SCA does
a reasonable job there.

Marian: I will add that the
parent club should be more sup:
portive of the individual specialty
clubs, As a committec member
for our local club's PR, we went
ta AKC who gave us all kinds of
literamre, which they always sup-
ply. The parent club wanted to
charge us:for the literature they
put-out. How can [ educate
someone if the parent club
doesn't back me? The parent
£lub needs to back the individual
clubs.

I your cluly involoement for a
rfgi'erm;r club for Sanoyeds oniy?

Jim: Yes. We are members
of the parent club, and Marian is
a member of the Sanioyed Club
of Los Angeles; a yegional special:
ty club. Twasa member o
SCLA for many years and retired
from that a few years back for
personal reasons. The regional
clubs have regular meetings
where you have personal contact
with the people vou sce at dog
shows. There is an environment
which at least allows critiquing ol
individual dogs. All of those
things are best done by personal
contact. I you just want o read,
there are a wealth of boaks. 1
have fifteen shelf feet of dog
books. The club doesn't generate
that much material that is mean-
ingful, but the information is out
there if someone wants to edu-
cate himsell ar hersell by reading,
They don't have to have a club
w do that.

Marian: There are people
who will HP[FT'RC!\ vou at shows
and want information about the
breed, | prepared a packet and
wanted tlfn: ;Péﬁ's p'.Ednphict on
how to select a puppy. They
were going to charge us for that.
I only made up 25 packets. All of
our active members are at the
show ring most of the time and
keep the packets in their tack bag.
Jim alse wrote up a history of the

Samoyed Club of Los Angeles, so

we have all of that information,
plus an application for member-
ship, and an 50) card to ordera
subseription. It is all free swulf
that people can go through and
look at. There 1s also a hist of
books they can get on the breed.
Onee people decide the Sammy is

the breed they want, they need wo
find out the different books that
are available on the breed, and
who can help them.

Hine long hats the SCLA been m
afieration?

Marian: Since 1966. We
are having our 28th specialty in
January 1996,

Jim: The club was founded
in 1966 and had its first licensed
specialty in 1968,

Marian: [ am the club histo-
rian, besides reasurer,

Jim: Marian is the historian
far the local ¢lub and has been
for eighteen vears.

Marian: We have seven
volumes of history and pho-
tographs of almost all of the win-
ners of all of our specialties. [
originally started writing people
and they would write back, but
the photographer is invited 1o
give [ree pictures for our books.

Jim: I they don't, they
aren't invited to photograph the
show. (laughter)

What books would you: recom-
rwend fo someone teerestec i deanmng
abiowd Samoyeds?

Jim: The Wards® book is
still thie best book that has been
published on Sammies. That's
The (':nm‘;‘afsf( Samired by Bob and
Dolly Ward. Itis out i two edi-
tions now and they are working
orra third ane. In terms of being
all-encompassing and being well
researched and well written, it s
probably the best book. [ have
everything in my collection that
has ever been published on the
breed, going back 1o an English
book in 1934, which was the first
breed book published. by Puxley.
I am an historical nut and a book
nut, and all kinds of nuts, and [
have a complete collection of
Sammy literature. In addition,
there are nan-breed books that
are essential. Those are books
that deal with genetics and dog
wiructure, and so forth. There
are many areund that are good,
and it 15 cifficult to recommend
specific ones.

Don't just read about Sam-
mics. but read about the technical
aspects of inheritance, structure
and remperament. Plaffenberg-
er's book; The New Knowledge of
Diag Behawtor, is a good book. It's
not new anymore. It's probably
25 years old or so, but he does an
excellent job, based on research
and his own dog breeding of
Guide Dogs for the Blind. That
is probably the most demanding
task for dogs and he was rying
1o breed dogs for that task and
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did a great job of researching and
diseribing the developmental
aspects of dog behavior, “That is
a book that is unique. There are
other books that talk about dog
behavior and temperament based
on other research, but his is real-
Iy umigque and well writen, 1 rec-
ommend it as a classic for dog
behavior,

As far as training, you won't
find that in breed boaks, but in
general obedience books. There
are a jillion of them out there and
[ ¢an’t vecommend one over
another. Every serious dog fanci:
er should have a modest library
of at least a halfl dozen books on
that many different subjects and
should study them, There isa
lot of wisdom based on past
research and experience of other
people, and inchviduals can’t go
out and reinvent that all by theme
selves, They have to learn in
some way il they are going to
become truly knowledgeable.
Studying a well-written book is
by Far the most efficient way to
learn that, All of i kind of
reading and swdy is necessary o
back up the hands-on kind of
experience of looking ar dogs,
stuehying the standard, and ralk-
ing.to people, and so on. Per-
haps I am a liule hung up on
reading because 1 am a book nut.

O the woriting that you have elowe
aboud dogs, of whal peces are you most
froud?

Jim: It would have o be the
article I did for the charter issue
of 50, called *Conformation: a
Queston of Purpose.” 1 was
very {latered and pleased to be
mvited to do that article, and [
was pleased with the way it came
out. Ttis alarge, comprehensive
atticle; OF what [ have had pub-
lished to date, that’s the most sig-
nificant piece and [ am proud o
it | hope to do some more pub-
lishing on the history and
research [ am working on now,
but what form that may wke, 1
am not sure. It may be an article,
serics of articles or a hook.
There is quite a bit of material 1
would like to be able to publish,

[ am not sure how much interest
there is in some of the ancient
history I have compiled. It inter-
ests me, but it doesn’t interest a
lot of people, so what kind of
market there is for that kind of
material, I'm not sure.

Can you give 15 a brigf overvien
of the suebject matler you are working
on pow

Jim: Itis basically dealing
with the orgins of the breed. By
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Lyntheas Dilsarn H?ﬂﬂfm {Ch. Kondako's Dt_mr.:'ng Bear
x Gl Southern Star of Eynthea), later a chamfron,

origins, I mean what was the
breed and where did it eome
from before it was introduced
into the Western world? The
histery. of the breed after it was
introduced into the Western
world has been rather well docu:
mented. There are a number of
breed hooks around that cover it,
and I recommend the Wards'
book. Those books, howeser,
only lightly touch on the origing
of the breed. A lot of what has
been published on the breed's
origins, even though it is minus-
cale, 1s:just plain wrong, The

people didn’t do ther homework,

They used opinon and hearsay
rather than t{ct. 5o alot of the
miaterial s misconceived and nat
properly presented. Bug, as 1
said, how much interest is there
in that kind of stuff? I'm not
sure. That's the area [ have been
working in: where did the breed
come from, and what was it like
before it was introduced into
England, the United States and
other Western countries?

What sources lave you had for
o vesearel ?

Jim: Some of the best mate-
rial is from people who traveled
and explored Siberia and the
northern parts of Europe and

wrate diary-type aceounts of that.
Those people tend to give you
deseriptions of dogs, hamesses
and equipment that are under-
standable and visualizable. You
can say, “That's not a Sammy,”
or “That might be a Sammy,”
based on a description an auther
gave, When their material gets
boiled down and repeated in
some history book, all that identi-
fying derail gets lost, Nobody
cares about repeating the descrip-
tion of a dog or some piece af
equipment, or whatever, so that
kind of material gets left out of
formal hustory books. "The for-
mal history books are of little
use. The travelogues are the best
thing, but there are also archeo-
logical works: beth books and
articles that are very good. Of
course; a lot of stuff is in German
and Russian, and 1 can't read
either one of them, so 1 have to
stick with stull that has been
translated. 1 have a ten-page bib-
liography of materials that I have
ne through o date. That's a

bibliographical listing af stuff 1
have waded through.

Has this invelved a fatr amount
af travel to other parts of the couniry?

Jim: T have done it all by
working through local libraries,

Lynthea's Joshua of Wakan (Gh. Lyntheas JC
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¥ Ch, Muss Cheeviiins of Lynthea), gvand prece Futurity simer,
wwned by ’.ﬁng' and Maxine Chawvez, and liter a chamgpion.

collecting my own books, and
correspondence with other peo-
ple. I would love wo tavel to
England and Russia, but I'm not
sure that will ever happen; and 1
am afraid my research will be
incomplete unless | am able to do
that. This is just an area of inter-
cst. I would fikc to publish some-
thing, but am not sure [ ever
will, orif I da. I am not sure
what form it will take.

Twoudd leke to ask each of you af
this pott to give a bricf biography of
yourself — where you f‘l‘d’m’ ufs, went fo
sehool and rehat you hawe done for a
frnng,

Jim: I'm 60 years old, bom
in Tipton, Indiana, and lived on
a farm umil T got through high
school. [went to Purdue Univer:
sity and studied engineering.
Since then, I have spent my life
as an clectronics engineer in
acrospace. I retired from Lock-
heed four years ago aftera 31-
year career there. Marian and |
met here and were married in
1964. I was 29 acthe time. We
have one adopted daughter, Kim-
berly, who was married a year
ago. All of my adule life I have
lived someplace other than Indi-
ana, although not necessarily all
in Califorma. I left Indiana as
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soon as 1 got out of college, Most
of the last 3-odd years have
been in California. We lived in
Yuma, Arizona for four vears,
where [ was on a [light test pro-
gram for Lockheed.

Marian: I am a native Cali-
fornian, and living in Yuma for
four vears wasan experience for
me. | was born in Glendale and
grew up in North Hollywood,
and I met Jim in North Haolly-
wood when [ lived there. T went
to school in North Hollywood
and then became a dental assis-
tant and office manager for an
orthodontist there. We got mar-
ried, went to Yuma, and the rest
15 history,

Hew woudd you aay the dogs
have affected your lifestyle?

Marian: Quite a bi! (laugh-
ter]

Jim: That’s pue. They real-
ly have. We had a daughter here
for many years, and wath the
combination of our daughter and
the dogs, Maran felt like she
couldn’t go back to work. We
didn't want to leave the dogs
home all day by themselves, and
with our daughter, Marian never
went back to work alter she once
quit, so there was a financial
mmpact on our lives because of



the dogs.

Marian: And wealways
have a sitter for them.

Jim: We had one dog-sitter
that worked for us for ten years.
She was great. Since then, there
has been a turnaver, so we have
missed some things we have,
wanted to do because we didn’t
have anyone to stay here with the
dogs. We have put the dogs into
kennels on one or two occasions,
bt that's all, because we do not
like to kennel the dogs. It has an
impact on the kinds of activities
we can do because we are tied o
them. To take off on the spur of
the mioment for even a long dayv's
outing is difficult 1o do. Taking
off for an overnight stay anyplace
is out of the question. We can't
do it. We have to make some
arrangements for the animals.
We have been overly protective
of them m that respect, in that we
almost insist on the dog-sitter liv-
ing here to take care of things the
way we would aurselves,

There is the work and cost
involved in mamtainng animals.
One dog isn't a big deal, but
three or four or a half dozen dogs
increase the ver bills, food costs
and show entry fees. It adds up
to quite & bit of money. You
have to decide: Am I getdng
enough pleasure out of this activi-
ty to spend my money there, or
would [ get more pleasure spend-
ing it someplace else? The dogs’
have had a big impact on our
lives. | have spent countless
thousands of hours, either waork-
ing with the dogs, training pup-
pies, going to shows, going to
club meetings, reading and study-
ing pedigrees, There has been a
big chunk of my life spent, fime-
wise, on dogrelated activities, In
order to spend that much time on
dog-related things. I had to give
up time someplace else. It inher-
ently impacts your life a great
deal.

Marian: It's not just the pet
in the backyard. At least not in
this house,

D you hawe ather prassions Hearl
are af fulense i your fife ax the dogy?

Jim: Yes. My career was
always number one, more so
than the dogs. Engineeringis a
challenging profession. and par-
ticularly electronic engineering is
a fast changing profession, so you
go to school for four years and
spend the rest of your life trying
to keep up with the changing
technology. It was a satishng
profession and T thoroughly
enjoyed my carcer, although it
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had its ups and downs and flat
spots like everything else. That
had to be the overriding passion
of my life in terms of my focus
and energy. The dogs were sec-
ond o that. Ialso enjoy lots of
other things. I guess part of itis
my nature as an engineer, [am
basically a prablem salver, Il
don’t have a problem to solve, [
will imagine one to solve. 1
always do a lot of reading,
hypothesizing and thinking and
researching something, just
because some quesiion has arisen
in my mind, Tam an intellectuil-
Iy eurious person. I it wasn't
Jugs, it would be something else.
There have been other little pas-
sions that have come and gone
along the way. Photography was
one of those, and I was a photog-
raphy bug for quite a few years,
I did my own dark room work
and all that sort of thing. [ even-
tually lost my enthusiasm for
that. 5o there have been minor
passions, but the dogs have been
around for quite a long time,

Were the degs sulgects of your
flatograpin?

Jum: Yes, In éarly years, 1
photographed my dogs a-great
deal, The last three generations,
I had lost my passion for it, so we
don't have very good pho-
tographs of the more recent dogs:

Dolly.

Marian: He lost his passion
because he lost his dark room,
which was the bathroom. [ final-
ly gar tired of that dark roam,
(langhter) We thought about
building a dark room, but it
chdn't happen, He did some
beautiful work.

Hemer abould you, Martan, do you
have any other passion:?

I try to do my best av what-
ever I undertake. Being a wife
and mother always came first.
“Kennel marm™ wag next, and
then volunteering my tme and
efforts to our local cub.

1 enjoy crafts and my latest
interest 1s counted cross sttch,
I've done several nice dog picees
in cross stiech, I love going w0
craft shows for new ideas. It'sa
“have glue gun, will wavel” sorn
of thing,

Is there anythang you would add
{o the drazebacks and benefits of betng
in dngs that you hawen 't mentioned ?

Jim: It has been satisfying
and fun, even though we have
withdrawn from the showing and
breeding end of things in recent
years. | don't think I would
undo any of it if we had to go
back and start over again. We

just described it as having had an

impact on our lives and there are
obvious pros and cons. [ would
do it all pretty much the same
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way.

Marian: [ don’t think we
would ever have'a kennel run sit-
vation. [ don’t believe in that.
Our dogs are family members.
The unE}' thing we might change
if we could is not having sp many
at one time, We ook some dogs
back, which mereased our popu-
lation for a while.

Jim: Sometimes people have
to give up dogs for whatever rea-
som. There may be a divoree or
maybe someone loses his/her job
and you end up taking a dog
back: It may be here for a long
time belore a new home is found
forit. When we were at our
peak number of dogs, there werce
a couple we had taken back, son
was not necessarily intentional.
We did keep ton many dogs,
Three is really a practical limit
for a household hike ours, Being
up to six or seven, plus a liver of
pups. was too many dogs: That
situation didn’t exist for oo
many years,

i there anything we havent
fatked about that you wauld fie o dis-
enis?

Jim: It seems to me like
we've covered it all.

That's why Fm here. Thank you
very muech for fakaig the tine to do the
interitey,




