Jeanne Nonhof
. Waldo, Wisconsin

rumor has recently been
jed about that one of the
producmg brood bitches in
had — now get this one —
problems. Never mind that
hipped all across the country
. was embarrassingly easy
,never failed to conceive and
ed some of the top winning and
ing Samoyeds in the nation.
ople will believe what they
no matter what. Or blame
want to for their problems ...
what.

heard over the live wires
ale that a champion who had
iple of times

yed puppies.

T instance is a person who
/en at a meeting who got so
at what was reported (read
) to her that she wrote a
letter which caused her to
in the middle. At least she
ourage to sign her name,
‘t the case with the people
ed her. Getting straight facts
roblem sometimes.

can certainly be harmful
. BUT ... how is one to
wledge, especially of the
.’*' er parts of the country if
S0t listen to friends across the

d of mine, from another
ountry, and [ were reccntly
g the fact that one needs vari-
NES across the U.S. in order
cdings. After all, you can’t
Verything you read in the
€rs. One cannot simply
ythe top show dog around
s record. He could be the

___semethm ‘necessary to pass on to pre-

d very nice dog was produc- *says an untruth about you (’you Te
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nastiest, most vicious dog ever. You
certainly can’t tell that from a picture.
Or, he may not be able to produce
worth a pinch of salt. Hard to tell that
from a picture, too. One needs good,
reliable information.

The bitch that is coming in for
breeding may have had three dwarfs
and five monorchids in her last litter
and the breeder is not saying anything
about that. How can you protect your-
self?

Ah, what to do, what to do. May-
hap when one hears such a rumor, par-
ticularly if it affects our future plans, it
is time to go to the source and ask the
question straight out. Or, go to the
source of the rumor. Most of all, get
your facts absolutely straight. If it is

t - think of) Are yi

breeding un-x-rayed dogs), your dog
(he’s really a cripple), your wins (it
was a setup ... you hired the judge
yourself), or your breeding program
(produces nothing but over standard
monsters who lumber around like
rhinoceroses)?

Think you will just ride it out
because “blood will tell” and “truth
will out”? Wrong! Rumors never die.
They rear their ugly heads at the worst
possible times in the most unlikely
places. They won’t just go away.
They grow and become distorted.
You have to protect yourself. Itis a
matter of self-defense.

Go to the source. Scotch the
rumor. Provide documentation if you
can ... or pictures ... or movies ... or
witnesses ... whatever it takes. Some-
times it can be a case of an honest
mistake. Sometimes it is the result of
pure, downright nastiness, particularly
if you are doing a lot of winning. Jeal-
ousy is responsible frequently. Dog
show people are a competitive bunch.

© guide
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The Snake That Poisons Everyone

It is the nature of the beast. Some
people feel if they can pull you or your
dog down to their level, their own dog
will look better.

I can remember fifteen years
back, a fellow saying he had heard
rumors about his stud dog spread by a
prominent breeder. He did confront
that breeder and facts were straight-
ened out and a valuable asset to the
breed was saved from falling to the
rumor mongers. (Note: I wanted to
say “blabbermouths™ here, but exer-
cised iron restraint.) The funny thing
is that the stud dog was basically from
the source’s own:line, although not
owned by her. Strange!

Perhaps one should be flattered
when the tales start flying. Tt really

: “arrived.” You are
sckoned with, per-

haps even a threat.

And then there are the ones who
damn with slight praise. “Yes, they
ut you have to look
‘anything you can
istening? Who
does this sound like? You? Me?
Time to let thc consmence be the

und a little bitter? For-
get that — I'm a lot bitter. The
better your dogs are, the more

vicious the rumors. Nobody seems to
be able to look at the facts, or the
records. You, with the young, good
dogs coming up, get ready. The price
you will pay for your well-deserved
wins will be a stab in the back. If
you’re lucky, it will be right to your
face so that you can defend yourself.
But, most likely, it will be innuendo,
snide comments ... the old shiv in the
ribs trick.

You can turn your back when
somebody does you a dirty, adopt a
professional attitude, ignore them. It
won’t work, though. They will take
this as a license to hunt. It will not
stop. You must defend yourself. Go
right to the source. Stop the river of
innuendo from flowing, right at the
spring.

You may tell yourself that it
doesn’t matter. But it does! In the
end, the breed is what will be hurt the
worst. Good dogs will be ignored
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because somebody inferred something.
Breeders who have the ability to have a
great influence for good may be driven
away from the Samoyed and use their
talents elsewhere. Think about that!
The Snake That Poisons Everybody

It

topples

governments,

wrecks

marriages,

ruins

careers,

busts

reputations,

causes

heartaches,

nightmares,

indigestion,

spawns suspicion,

generates

grief,

dispatches .. -

innocent

people

Don and Dot Hodges
Poynette, Wisconsin

HE serious dog fancier who

maintains more than half a

dozen dogs and breeds regu-

larly soon finds that veteri-
nary care has assumed considerably
more importance than it did when he
had only a couple dogs. As numbers
go up and the range of activities
broadens, the type and frequency of
health problems changes. Formerly,
the neighborhood vet with a mixed
large and small animal practice or the
vet who catered primarily to the pet
trade was perfectly satisfactory most
of the time and health costs were toler-
able. Now, monthly vet bills may
exceed the mortgage payment, threat-
ening financial capacity to pursue an
otherwise expensive hobby. How do
people manage to keep a dozen or
more dogs and still find time and
resources to go to shows? Ask around
and you will discover they manage
with considerable difficulty. Veteri-

nary service has risen in cost just like
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to cry in their
pillows.

Even its name
hisses.

It’s called
gossip.

Office gossip.
Shop gossip.
Party gossip.
It makes
headlines

and headaches.
Before

you repeat

a story,

ask yourself:

Is it true?

Is it fair?

Is it necessary?
If not,

shut up.

(A message as published in the

J

everything else, only more so. The
exasperating aspect to the high cost is
the highly variable quality of service
that money buys. A really good vet-
erinarian is worth his weight in gold
but unfortunately, the average practi-
tioner fattens his portfolio without
solving your problems. In fairness to
that profession, we must admit that the
average fancier often demonstrates
appalling ignorance, a propensity for
cheap, quick fix solutions, and maybe
even quackery! It takes a lot of work,
a good dose of common sense, and
some do-it-yourself skills to keep your
dog’s health needs under control.

Your first consideration is estab-
lishment of a good working relation-
ship with a well-trained, experienced
veterinarian who is willing to devote
time to your special needs. You will
have to be willing to pay for this ser-
vice because you will require more of
his time than his average client. We
emphasize “experienced” because, in
our own situation, we have found that

the breadth of the vet’s experjg
been very important in dja
those unusual and rare probje
will inevitably encounter as g 1
the numbers of dogs you keep,
breeding, travel, and showing
Even more important than exp
is your veterinarian’s attitude
your activities and attendant p
Many vets don’t want you b
you take too much time and
many demands for things they
consider that important. Fing
right vet may take time. Talk g
dog people you can find in th
but ultimately, you will hay
some of them. Ideally, the v
select will consult with you by
be willing to_try some experi
therapy in special, difficult cas
hopefully, provide reasonable
gency service. First and foren

aspects to consider
sanitation, breeding

tices, exercise and groomi

0

routine and keeping accurate
records is part of it, but we have
that the greatest variable is how
vant a person you are. SOmE
seem to have an innate skill, b
one should be able to develo,
powers of observation. Of cou
more time you spend with you
the easier it is to spot behavi
indicates an incipient problem.
you groom and examine ¥
routinely and systematically, ¥
soon learn to recognize signs 0
ble. Your facilities should b
quate for your numbers — OVeL
ing predisposes to problems —
should be easy to keep clean. &
tion is taken for granted =&
skimp! If you breed, show
your dogs, they need to be
shape for the stresses involved &
cise is mandatory but frequentl
equate when you let your num
out of hand. Next thing YO
your dogs aren’t showing or ¥
well, your bitches don’t whelp 198
ly, and your puppies don’t dev




Practice preventative main-
e. Keep vaccinations up-to-
o frequent stool checks, treat
ites, skin problems and minor
pefore they become serious.

ally, if you will spend a little
d money, you can cut your bills
ral routine operations and your
may help you gain needed skills.
ead the AKC Gazette, you may
a couple of articles describ-
w you can learn to check stool
s and follow the progress of
s season for the best mating
. A reasonably good microscope
dispensable, but it needn’t even be
ive as the one they describe.
nocular, compound student
ope with a built-in light source
mechanical stage can usually be
d for $150 to $200, used. Your
y even be willing to show you
 to do the sample preparation. It

Betty McHugh
Oshawa, Ontario™

LL Samoyed publications
of late have carried articles,
letters or comments with
regard to structure and gait.
k at the show ring or racing
will certainly prove that we

Picture 1.
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helps if someone can demonstrate for
you and show you examples of the
common parasite eggs. Doing vaginal
smears is just as easy from the stand-
point of sample preparation, but inter-
pretation of the smears is not that easy.
It takes a bit of experience and even
many vets aren’t that good at it, as I'm
sure you have discovered, if you have
had many smears taken. It can be
learned with time and practice, howev-
er. Other things many people do for
themselves include removing dew-
claws, giving vaccinations (be sure to
get good quality vaccines), and even
doing heartworm tests (kits are avail-
able without a prescription). At $15 a
dog, you can save a lot of money if
you have eight or ten dogs.

You can have healthy dogs and
save money too if you want to learn
some new things and work at it. You

might even enjoy it! +

material is out there, and all you have
to do is learn to recognize it and then
learn how to use it to breed a better
Samoyed.

With this in mind, I am going to
repeat an article that I did originally
for my Canadian Obedience Fancy. It
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was done to help obtain better dogs for
obedience competition, instead of low-
ering the jumps to suit the dogs that
some of them had. It is, in reality, a
do-it-yourself structure analysis.

- Tools are becoming increasingly more

difficult to obtain, and I find that
untrained people using them are com-
ing up with figures that are question-
able. With this in mind, let’s start to
feel our own dogs. It takes time, but
you will be able to feel a difference
from dog to dog, and, with further
help, could start to evaluate your stock
more accurately.

Note the two pictures of
“George,” a cutout skeleton, used as a
teaching aid for the courses of the
School of Canine Science. In picture
number 1, George has been placed in
the position generally accepted as
being IDEAL. IN picture number 2,
the front:dnd hind limb assemblies
have been placed in. a position of less
angulation, a condition unfortunately
all too common in our dogs today.
George could be almost any breed,
except for cosmetic differences, such
as heady type (Boxer), tail placement
(Samoyed or cropped) and leg length
(Bassett or Dachshund), etc.

In picture 1, our dog has the ideal

rE .  45-degree layback to the perpendicular
have a fong way to go, but at least’
.“fiow, someone is interested. - The raw

line, which runs-from the point of the
spiné (the line up the middle of the
shoulder blade) of the scapula (from
points A to B) down through the
elbow and the accessory carpal bone.
The scapula meets the humerus
(between points B and C) at an angle
of 90 degrees, proposed to be the most
efficient of angles. The humerus

. ML ﬁ :
A 4 e s ik
R

Picture 2.
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meets the radius and ulna (points C to
D) at an angle of 135 degrees. The
angle of pastern is about 80 degrees, to
provide a cushioning effect as our dog
moves. In our ideal dog, the measure-
ment of the scapula (A to B) should
equal the measurement of the humerus
(B to C). You will note that each
includes parts of the next bone. This
is why we call this the measurement
of, instead of the length of, the partic-
ular bone. The radius and ulna (C to
D) should be, in most breeds, 25 per-
cent (including Samoyeds) longer than
the measurement of the scapula and
the humerus. When the above charac-
teristics are present, the dog will move
with maximum reach at a walk, trot
and gallop.

The hind limb assembly of our
ideal dog must match or be in balance
with the front assembly. The pelvis (E
to F) should be at an.angle of 30
degrees to the horizontal li

pelvis at an angle of 90 degrees. The
fibula and tibia (G to H) meet the

femur at an angle of 90 degrees also,
thus providing our i
maximum propulsioi
movement or for jumpii
or hock meets the fib

The tarsals
ibia at an

angle of 120 degrees and the hock isat =~

an angle of 90 degrees to the ground,
in our ideal dog. The measurement of
the pelvis and femur should equal the
measurement of the scapula and
humerus. The measurement of the
fibula and tibia should be one-third
longer than the femur. However,
Mother Nature, in her wisdom, short-
ens the length of the fibula and tibia
when angulation and/or length of ‘the
forelimb assembly is less than ideal.

If you stand your dog foursquare,
in a normal position, you can palpate
the bones as outlined above. Feel the
angles and bone lengths; practice until
it is easy to find the reference points.
Palpate as many dogs as you can until
you begin to notice differences in
structure.

Picture 2 is exactly the same
skeleton, only the bones of the front
and hind limbs have been maneuvered
into straighter and more open angles.
The shoulder layback is now 30
degrees and I am sure that you can see
for yourself that the scapula is more
upright. As a result, this dog will
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move with a more restricted gait and
will not jump with the ease of dog
number 1. The joints of the front
assembly of dog number 2 will take
more punishment as the result of their

upright position. Since front and hind

limb assemblies must match, more or
less, so the dog can retain a relatively
level topline, the hind limb assembly is
also more upright, with angles more
open and less efficient. This hind limb
assembly will have reduced propelling
power, which will adversely affect gait
and jumping ability. Note also that
number 2 is taller and appears more
square than number 1.

There are other structural faults
that you will find as you palpate your
dogs, all of which will reduce the
dog’s efficiency. Scapula and humerus

" and Doug Gillam
Tucson, Arizona

This interview was conducted at
the home of Doug and Pat Gillam in
June 1983 by Lyn Snyder Hoflin.

How did you get started in dogs?

Pat: Years ago, when Doug and 1
first met and started dating, we had a
friend named Lou Snow who had a
beautiful white dog. We got married
and got into a place where we could
have a dog, the type of dog we want-
ed. We looked and looked, and in
Tucson at that time, twelve years ago,
there just weren’t many Samoyeds.
Supposedly not the climate for
Samoyeds. We looked in the paper
and finally found someone who had a
litter of puppies. We went out, and it
was your typical backyard breeder.
But, of course, being novices at the
time, we didn’t know a thing about
backyard breeders. We brought home
a little puppy who was very small, and
we named him Sobaka, which is Rus-
sian for dog. We bought him on a Sat-

Sam oyed People

. urday; I believe we ok him to t

that are shorter than they sh;
and also the radius and ulna,
can be shorter or too steep or
a femur can be too long., Mg
the fibula and tibia are out of |
with other bone lengths, _
This is a very abbreviatad 1
in applied canine anatomy,
has been to try to impress op s
importance of a more efficient
to give you a simple means q
them. Puppies at sent to eight
can be assessed in the same
using tools or your hands to
their skeletal structure. Those
the best at that time and are raj
sibly will be the best structured
that litter as adults. When by
raising dogs, settle for nothing by
best. ¢ ]

We didn’t get the blue slip un
months after the dog had died.
was a very sad experience. Th
our first experience. _

Our second experience wasn't
bad. We found some people not:
far from here who had Samoyeds
were doctors at the University
tal. We went out and looked; th
the mother, they had the fathe
they had pedigrees. The puppie
very nice, so we took home a
We named him Tomah’s Tevye.

After a few months, when he W
in some shows, a friend of our
had been in dogs for about t
years was at the park with
showed Tevye to him and said, °
I don’t know what is wrong wi
dog; he just has this weird moVi
sometimes, and I’m not sure W
is.” So I moved him up and do
him; Jack felt him, and he wen
to the rear. Jack pushed the hocks:
they buckled. Tevye had double
ed hocks, which is, of course,
in Samoyeds. Of course, wWe



about this, but what can
we stopped Tevye’s show
as conformation went and
in obedience. Doug took
the Novice obedience class
ot his CD in three shows.
e were going through this
vith Tevye not being able to
" [ had by this time gotten
most people do. I decid-
to “show dogs,” and start-
again. There were some
in town, finally, who had
I met them at handling
t over one night to their
brought out a stack of
n Bulletins, the Samoyed
ica Bulletins, and I just
, going through them for
hours, looking at the dif-
ures of the dogs and decid-
ow, thch ones I liked the

in Califor-
we drove
Samoyed

USe these =

ondako and Ice Way, have
‘would be at the specialty,
ould come and meet them.
down and went to the dog
was our first experience,
rse, there was nothing but
We had been to all breed
never all Samoyeds. So we
chardsons and we met Bob-
We also met Pat More-
Kubla Khan Samoyeds. It
Y chance they had bred two
gs. They had bred Ch. Sam
S Kubla Khan, which was
nd Pat’s dog, to Bobbie
tch, Ice Way’s Angel. They
ecting the litter of pups in
weeks, so I said I would
€ a male. After the pup-
born, Bobbie wrote me that
only two, a girl and a boy.
anted a girl, so she took the
= We got the male, who we
Way's Bialow Mishka.

ere looking forward to
ishka. He was a beautiful-
ed dog, conformationwise.
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Ch. Mishka shown winning Best of Breed at San Fernando KC, October 23, 1977
— four-point major over 75 entries — from the Open class over 12 specials.

But he went through what one would
call the “God awful uglies.” He just
started going gangly and everything.
I'd take him to matches and he’d get
beaten. If there were four dogs, he
would be fourth. If there were five
dogs, he wouldn’t place. You know,
that type of thing. So I kept writing
Bobbie, and I'd say, “Bobbie, well,
this is kind of disappointing. This is
supposed to be a show dog. He’s
showing, but he’s just really not a
cutesy little fluff ball that a lot of
match judges like.” So after about a
year, he had finally come together. He
finally had gotten over the high rear,
and the weird front, and the ugly head.
He came all together, and I took him
up to a match in Phoenix. I had been
going to matches regularly with my

friends in Tucson. All the time, you
know, we loved to go, and he loved to
show, but he just kept getting beaten.
So finally, when he was about a year
of age, I took him up to Phoenix and
competed against every single puppy
and every single dog that he had been
competing with when we first started
with him. He beat every single one,
and we went into the Group and took a
Group 4, which was just a thrill. T was
just so excited. Of course, that started
his show career.

So what is your goal?

Pat: Well, we're not going to be a
kennel that breeds a tremendous
amount. We can’t really handle that.
Now, I do have three months off in the
summer, but having puppies in the
summertime here is not terrific. So it
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would just have to be during the fall or
during the spring. Right now we don’t
really have the facilities to have too
many puppies. What I would like to
have someday, of course, is a dog to
replace Mishka as far as showing
goes. He’s semiretired now; when he
was in active competition, he did very
well. I think he’s a special dog
because he is biscuit; he was compet-
ing with a lot of dogs that were very
good and he did his thing. I think he
was very competitive. I hope to even-
tually have some puppies from him
that are better than him or are as good
as him. So far we have several that
are doing very well. One now that we
co-own, Kazak, has one point to go to
finish. One last point. From this one
particular litter, he was my pick, and
the breeder’s pick, and I think he’s
done very well.

Invariably, of course-}wnth Mish-
ka being biscuit, a lot o
thought that because
we're going to get all bi:

‘is biscuit,

those 23, 12 are in show homes, and of
those 12, I would say perhaps 3 have
biscuit. Some of the others have a few
freckles on their noses o
touch on their ears, but as far as bis-
cuit goes, the male puppy I have here,

Konan, has the most biscuit of any of -

the puppies Mishka has produced. He
has biscuit on the ears, which is some-
times an Ice Way trait. A lot of Ice
Way dogs have biscuit on their ears;
Konan has a few freckles, and he has
one area on his back that is biscuit.
But none of the puppies that Mishka
has produced look like Mishka, with
the patches of the biscuit very pro-
nounced. I know of two other dogs
that look like him. One is his uncle,
Ch. Ice Way’s Honey Bear, which is
where he got his biscuit. Ice Way’s
Angel is Honey Bear’s sister. Then a
son that Honey Bear produced, who is
no longer with us, Ice Way’s Prancer
of Perma Frost, had biscuit coloring
just like Mishka. I don’t know any
other of the Ice Way dogs that have
that particular coloring. There are
other biscuit dogs that I've seen, but
mostly the biscuit is not as pronounced
as Mishka’s is. I’ve always found his
coloring rather unique. I like it. I'm
only sorry that more people don’t like
it, because it is something that one
needs in many ways to have good pig-

uit puppies,
and that’s just not the case. He has
produced, I think, 23 puppies. Of
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ment. I have done some studying on
it, and those dogs who have biscuit
coloring tend to have very dark pig-
ment and their coat texture is very
good. T think that it is something that
one needs occasionally. You can’t get
white and keep going. You need
something in there to produce a little
pigment.

Doug: What I would like to see,
sometime in the future, if you could
ask for the best of all possible worlds,
for us, would be to have all champions
with CDX’s that were really good on
the trail. To me, that would epitomize
the best that there is in the breed.
Dogs who can work, who can act
responsibly, and who also typify all
the physical traits that are good about
the breed.

Pat: One of the reasons we bred
Mishka to the Silverado Samoyeds

and Mishka does a lot of things right
now, so he could go into the obedience
ring and do very well, I believe.

Did you ever refuse to service a
bitch?

Pat: Oh, many times. First of all,
I always talk to the people about x-
raying the hips. If they never heard of
that, well, that’s about as far as the
conversation goes. But if they have x-
rayed the hips, then the next to do is to
go and look at the bitch. We look for
any noticeable faults, such as
cowhocks or too wide a front or any-
thing that we feel that would not be
something that one would want to
carry on. Too many faults — I mean,
you can overshadow some by breeding
and bettering them, but when a bitch
or dog has too many faults, then it’s
not a good idea. We discouraged
some people; others, of course, when
you talk to them, they’re not going to
listen and they’re going to breed any-
way. They will just go to some other
place and find some other person who
will. I don’t feel that we can afford to

bitch- Gilly Wwas because she: ‘Has her
eople have i ;

. X-rays I was show"n‘_.;i_ It wouldn

. . that this dog was free and cle
top winning, tep obedlence '
~Samoyed. Doug has worked with him,

do that. We don’t want oy 0
running all over the place ap
people say, “This is from Mjg
have this type of breeding P
going on. Ido not want to be ¢
ed with that type of situation,

Doug: Some people ¢go
immediately as being intere
breeding because they want o
lot of money. Some of these

with people like that, Peopl
have that philosophy are the sa
of people who have ruined the
We all know that there are
breeds, who shall remain nap

manifest genetic faults, I'm
about monorchidism, I'm ¢
about CHD, and there are some
that have a better than nine pere

ter if someone gave me his swol

faults. There are some breeds
just n't'take a chance on 2
think that when we decided to b
involved in AKC and involved
as opposed to just having a cou
dogs around, we made a moral
mitment to ourselves and to 0
to never do anything that might
detrimental to the breed and |
own integrity. I think that if
any question whatsoever about p
ble detrimental affects of the br
or association, then you’re bet
not taking a chance at all. I
believe in playing Russian ro
with genetics. It’s enough of a8
to begin with, but when you e
with situations where the odds B
shorter and shorter, then you jt
out of the game. When we sc&
that has faults or has a very g
able pedigree, or when we S
owner who has faults or very gu
able moral fiber, we don’t deak
them. !

We have a bitch who had @
minor subluxation and it was d
thing to hear from the radiol
wasn’t something I wanted 0




e she was going to be the brood
iVB'ut once we found out and we
that, then the next responsi-
do was set her up for spay-
d that’s what we did. Not
ecisions to make, but you
. you've got to make them,
ot to do them.

She ended up in a very good
~ We have a teenage friend
had talked to about showing
bitch, Dani, who is spayed, in
howmanship. Patty showed
Junior Showmanship for two
* There are two classes where
an have a spayed dog, in Junior
anship and in obedience. They
well. Patty and Dani took a
Specialty and took four Bests
with Junior handling; they
the Top Ten for Sam Junior
s for two years. So there is
s something, you know. If you
work in one_are
er, and that’s ¥

adjective,
a certain

_economic

natal and postnatal care, and
knows what all. But if you’re
ble, you take care of those
. You have to.

at: You also have to be con-
:about parvovirus and coron-
that can wipe out the entire lit-
ow there have been several
in the recent past, friends of
only in Sams, who have had
le litters wiped out by one or
of these viruses. It’s a very
- It's a lot of pain and a lot of
people who aren’t used to it.
tating. It’s one thing that a
Ople aren’t used to; that’s
fding entails. They just don’t
tanything like that. Coupled
Yerything else here in the South-
that extra heartache, Valley
hat is “Valley Fever”?

8 You’ve never heard of

+ Valley Fever is indigenous
Uthwest and to parts of cen-
Omia. It is a disease that is

can work

L Tnocula-
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Ch. Desert Son’s Jena O' Devonshire (Ch. Smiling Janus
of Gem-Mar x Ch. Devonshire’s Roxann O’Samkist).

transmitted through a spore in the air.

Doug: Actually, it’s in the
ground.

Pat: Yes, it’s in the ground ini-
tially. The spores get stirred up by the
dogs digging holes in the ground and
sticking their noses into the hole or
digging in gopher holes. The spore is
breathed into the lung.

Mishka finished his championship
rather rapidly; he started in May of
1977 and finished in November 1977,
I believe. When he finished, he was
about two; the following spring, we
were going to take him to a show in
San Diego at the end of February. At
the beginning of February, he con-

tracted Valley Fever this way — it had
been raining constantly in Tucson for
about a week, and the dogs had been
inside most of the time. Finally, one
day, it was beautiful. I put them out in
the dog run; I came home after school
and I was in shock because our devel-
oper had cleared a lot next door to
build a house. That’s almost a sure
sign that you’re going to have Valley
Fever spores disturbed.

Sure enough, in about a week,
Mishka started with the runny nose
and the coughing. We took him into
the vet’s and they thought it might be
some type of a respiratory problem.
They gave him some medication, and I
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said, “Well, just for the heck of it,
would you test his blood for Valley
Fever?” The test came back positive.
Anyone who has ever had Valley
Fever in their dog knows it’s just a
devastating thing. At that particular
time, there was no medication other
than a medication that would possibly
do damage to the liver and the kid-
neys. One vet advised us to put him
on it and the other said don’t. So we
did not.

I contacted Pat Morehouse and
Bobbie Smith immediately and told
them the situation. Pat had given me a
list of health foods, vitamins and min-
erals to get at a health food store. We
put Mishka on an immediate diet; he
was sick for a year. He lost nine
pounds and was very listless. Trying
to keep an active dog down is very dif-
ficult. We just had to keep him very
quiet, because the Valley Fever was
situated in the lungs. ou let him
get very excited, the fu;
seminate into other part
into his bones, where he
bone lesions, which w
limping. It was a very
experience for us.

At the same time
couple of my friend
Phoenix, whose Samoy:
with Valley Fever an

died. It was a very depressing thing. =

Here we had a beautiful dog that had
just finished and we were going to
start out campaigning as a special, and
then boom! He’s got Valley Fever.
Mishka was out of the ring for a year.
He wouldn’t eat; I had to force feed
him for six months, twice a day. He
swallowed about 30 vitamins a day. It
was a very unpleasant time for us, to
me especially. Valley Fever in Ari-
zona is not something to scoff at,
because it affects people as well as
animals.

Doug: They now have a medica-
tion for this called Ketaconazol, and
they are using it on people now, too.
But for five years the FDA wouldn’t
authorize the use. I'm not sure if it’s
been approved, but I know it’s been
tested. They’re going to have vac-
cines for everything pretty soon.

Pat: One important thing to men-
tion here is that Mishka overcame this
particular disease and went on to do
very well. He was sick the entire year
of 1978; he came back and went on to
do very well. In 1980 and 1981, he

could dis-
f his body,
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was in the Top 25 Winning Samoyeds,
he went to Canada in 1981 and fin-
ished his Canadian championship in
one circuit, so I feel very fortunate that
he came through the Valley Fever. He

has a very strong constitution, which .

he got from Khan, I think. Having
Valley Fever tends to weaken certain
systems in your dog. He has also had
pancreatitis, which he came out of;
many dogs don’t come out of it that
well. I feel he’s done very well for
himself. We're very fortunate to have
Mishka. He’s an all-around great dog,
temperamentwise; he’s produced well,
and he’s done very well for himself in
the show ring.

Owning and showing a biscuit
Samoyed has been both somewhat
frustrating and interesting. I remember
three years ago when we went to the
Samoyed Club of American National

Mishka at nine weeks — our favorite picture of him.

coat down and do something o
would be totally white. T can’t
My dogs are going to be shg
way they are or not at all. [ |
Samoyeds, I have white Samoy
Mishka has always been spec
was born under special circumsta
he’s come through a lot of diffj
uations, and he’s done very
himself. He's beaten some of g
dogs in the country, and we f;
fortunate to have him. He's
million as far as we’re con
Apart from being a top winni
he also has a great personality
one of the things he passes onf
puppies. He’s special, very spegi
We wouldn’t trade him. 4

Do you generally have hand
show your dogs? !

Pat: Mishka is the only one |
we really had a handler on.
started shos im, I was very

vous. There were se
began showing him, I started in 2
can Bred ‘hewas a puppy, I
any chan
so nervous I di




" 5o a friend of mine helped me
rted showing Mishka; Ken
Wlth him and they did very
or that, I just felt that Mishka
| petter with someone else.
at I have more confidence, I
of my other dogs. I can show
ople’s dogs, train my dogs, and
er people’s dogs, but I guess

ry

: of hka we became very close and
re fe to each other.

2sig us a little bit about your per-

ckgrounds.
I’'m a schoolteacher and have
¢ fourteen years. [ teach
and reading to seventh and
 graders. 1 think being a teacher

Drayalene’s Clarisse

M H. Kondako’s Dancing Bear
was born on April 21, 1968,
the first born of Ch. Nachal-
# nik of Drayalene and Ch.
a’s Silver Bunny. He gave
ons of his innate stubborness
sing to leave his mother’s
nd being forcibly removed by

died at sunrise on August 17,
gain showing his stubborness
sing to die until Connie was
om a trip and holding him in

Between these dates, he was the
beloved, willful, funny, hard-
rat with whom I have been
ed. OI' Ruff's idea of fun was
own the fence so he could go
mate, Ch. Kondako’s KoKo
He was the top dog at Kon-
and he ran the kennel with an
- He was also the most gentle
Ve ever met. The single most
Ortant thing that DB did for

Breeders/ Ownérs
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and having dogs sort of balance each
other, because I see 160 students every
day and I can come home to my dogs.
It's sort of a relief.

Doug: I work for the county attor-
ney. I'm an investigations supervisor
in the child support unit. I have been
with the county attorney for about
seven years.

Thank you very much.

Reflections on Puppyhood
Doug Gillam
Of wagging tails
And mournful wails
And an always-empty food bowl;
Of soulful eyes
And puppydog cries

Dawd‘G and Constan_ Ri
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And a newly-excavated bone-hole.

Of puppyish plays

Through an endless day

And the innocent sleep of the young;

Of the blessed quiet

After the riot

When the howls and songs have been
sung.

His name means “bear”

And he’s wondrous fair

And so much fun that [ wish ya’
One of your own —

(Did I hear a groan?)

Just like our little Mishka.

dee s Oni Agra Chief of Encino
Ch Om Agra’s Silver Burmy
Mac’s Snow Queen

Samoyeds was to sire puppies that
exhibit what I think must be the true
Sammy temperament.

Ruff did sire puppies. He won the
Samoyed Club of America Stud Dog
Award in 1972 and 1975 and was the
Kennel Review Top Stud Dog some
year or so. He sired Group winners
and specialty winners and pets and
champions. He sired 30 champions in
all, and those dogs are special, but so
are the ones that never came out of
their backyards. Unfortunately, unlike
other sires in the breed, he never pro-
duced a perfect puppy.

Two incidents stand out in Con-
nie’s and my memories. The first was
one of those days when Ruff was hav-
ing a conniption about something,
probably bitches in season, and Connie
tossed him into his doghouse and
dropped his door. The noise was deaf-
ening. Bark, crash, rattle, thump!
And then, quiet. “Aha,” said Connie,
“he has decided to be good, so I will

let him out.” She stood back out of the
way, and raised the door. Nothing.
She looked inside the doghouse.
Nothing! She crawled inside. No
Ruffles. She heard noises on the dog-
house lid. She went around the runs
and into the kennel building and there
he was, playing his darling Woofles-
bear role, and saying for all the world
to hear, “T didn’t like it in there, so I
left.”

My memory is of the day that
Ruff was in the house, loose, and must
have become bored with being inside.
So he left — through my daughter’s
front window. He just pushed the
screen out and stood on the window-
box and left. Ah, but once he was out-
side for awhile, he knew he was going
to be in deep puckies when Connie
and I found him wandering around
loose, so he went and got two of our
neighbor ladies (who knew he was not
to be out) and led them back to the
window and somehow conveyed the



Page 274

idea that he was supposed to be inside.
So, they boosted him up and through;
he turned around and barked at them
(1), and went to sleep in the living
room until we got home. We heard
the story from the ladies, who were
really impressed with Ruff and his
Lassie act.
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Connie was reviewing this last
night and reminisced about her mock
chasing Ruff around the livingroom
with a rolled up magazine so that he
could run over to where I was sitting
in the recliner and dive through the
newspaper I was reading. He would
end up sitting in my lap or on my

W)

chest, saying, “You can’t touch m
now —I’'m on base.”

Ruff was a dog of a lifetim
our breedings, we see this and that
him, a little here and a lot theré
we will never see another Dan
Bear. -

Notes by Dave and Connie Richar



Geoff and Brenda Abbott
‘ Pine, Colorado

=g JE 1982 National Specialty
is now over and with it the
~ first Sled Dog classes for
L dogs and bitches. The num-
£ entries was quite respectable;
gs were entered and present
er sex in the Veteran classes.
tators gave both classes a big
f applause and a group picture
en of each class. The first
inners were Kriskella’s Adam
n CD (Abbott) and Poison Ivy
ling Oaks (Price).

h a few weekends of training
us, things should be beginning

wheel and
¢tant runner

may find that YOU are the
og on this team and solely
sible for getting your sled
deep snow and up hills. A
who won’t pull is as useless
who won’t lead! Try your
ienced dogs first in the team
[ew sessions just to give them
confidence. If a young dog
no sign of pulling back and
a tight tug, then move him back
eel if that is where you need him.
efer to train a new wheel dog at
ition only on snow so as not to
im by the sound of the training
A dog usually doesn’t notice the
the cart at any position after a
1 of training and racing.

€ inclination to lead may also
ed quite early if a young dog
Wually leans out away from the
to see around the leaders and
OUt where he is going. Be cau-
about putting a dog at lead too
5 85 some cannot stand the pres-

THE BEST OF THE FIRST TEN YEARS OF THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY

sure their first season out and you may
ruin a potential good leader. We were
faced with the unfortunate necessity of
using a fourteen-month-old male at
double-lead on a three-dog team last
season. The four-year-old bitch at
lead had lost her drive for much speed,
but would still take all commands
except “pick it up!” Andy was placed
up with her because of his obvious
enthusiasm for pulling out the stops on
speed! And he did! So far this year
he is running at single-lead with all the
confidence of a veteran.

Some dogs definitely express a
preference to which side of the gang-
line they run. Have you noticed a dog

ington, Minnesota

HE following’ ]
clarify a few points on size
and length of leg in the
Samoyed. In the past ten
years of handling and breeding
Samoyeds, we have bred, handled, and
won with both large and small
Samoyeds. The one thing that bothers
us the most is when others, and this
includes judges, will put a dog down
for being too small or too short on leg.
Their statements point out their lack of
understanding for the Samoyed Stan-
dard.

Proper length of leg in the
Samoyed does not mean you have to
have a 23 1/2-inch male. It also does
not mean that a 22-inch male is short
on leg. The standard for the Samoyed
says “Height — males — 21 to 23 1/2
inches; females — 19 to 21 inches at
the withers. Length of leg from the
ground to the elbow should be approx-
imately 55 percent of the total height
at the withers.”

Just because a dog is 23 1/2 inch-
es does not give that dog proper length
of leg. It does put him at the TOP of

 written to
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Choose Carefully for Wheel and Lead Positions

jumping over the gangline, or leaning
heavily into the dog on the other side?
The maximum performance from any
dog at any position is obtained only
while he is running at his top speed,
straight ahead with a tight tugline.
Using older, experienced sled dogs to
train your young team is a great idea if
you have them available; however, the
necessity of borrowing dogs to fill out
your team can be a pain in the ole’ sit-
ter unless you have the room to kennel
such dogs for the season. The building
of a team which works together is done
during training, so don’t be afraid to
experiment to find the best in each
dog.

Proper length of leg is proportion-
ate to the size of the dog. A 22- or 22
1/2-inch male will have a shorter leg
than a 23-inch male, that just makes
sense. If 55 percent of his height is
from the ground to his elbow, then he
does have the proper length of leg for
him, according to the standard.

All of us, breeders, exhibitors,
and judges, must remember we do
have a height standard for the
Samoyed breed. A smaller dog should
not be faulted for being within the
standard. A smaller male in full coat
may give the illusion of being short on
leg, but do not judge him so until you
have felt the location of his elbow and
the top of his withers. Do not call a
smaller dog short on leg just because
he is smaller. But most of all, do not
penalize him for being within the stan-
dard.

Remember, all else being equal, a
smaller in-standard dog should win
over an equal quality over-standard
dog. Bigger IS NOT better.
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Canine Structure and Gait

Betty McHugh
Oshawa, Ontario

HE old adage that “a little

knowledge is a dangerous

thing” was never more true

than in the field of canine
structure and gait. I have read more
misinformation during the last few
months in the Samoyed publications
than at any other time. However, how
can the layperson be expected to have a
firm background in this field, if his
self-styled peers in the field can’t agree
on what is proper and functional?

It is necessary to know and under-
stand the musculoskeletal system to
understand the limitations of its
mechanical capabilities. However, we
are never going to understand each
other until we find terms that are com-

monly used to describe thc mechanics

of dogs.

Gait is how the dog moves ina

walk, trot or gallop.

The forelimb assehﬁbly provides k.

columns of support over which the
body is propelled by the hind limbs.
This assembly carries approximately 60
percent of the dog’s weight. The
hindlimb assembly acts to propel the
Sbwtorwan, i i

The vertebral column supports the
head and aids in balancing the moving
dog. The curves of the back are
designed to transmit the forces of
propulsion and absorb the shock of the
striking limbs. The croup governs the
tailset and carriage and the tail acts as a
balance for the moving dog.

Static balance is standing balance;
kinetic balance is moving balance.
Center of gravity is the point in any
assembly of bones where opposing
forces are equal.

Single tracking is when the paw-
prints of the four striking limbs fall on
the center line and allows the dog to
move with the least amount of effort
and loss of energy caused by vertical
and lateral displacement.

Vertical displacement is the rise
and fall at the withers and pelvis during
movement. Lateral displacement is the
movement of the dog from side to side
during movement. When the dog sin-
gle-tracks, displacement is at a mini-
mum.

The walk is a leisurely means of
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travel and is the least tiring of all gaits.
It has a four-beat rhythm and the shift
from one lateral support to the other
gives a side-to-side motion often mis-
taken for an amble, which is in reality a
pace. The pace has a definite two-beat
rhythm, as the forelimb and hindlimb
of each side advances forward at the
same time. Dogs will often resort to
the pace when tired or out of condition.
The pace can become a habit. We have
yet to find a definite type of structure
connected with this type of movement.
Although frowned on in the show ring,
both good and poor dogs pace.

The trot is a one-two beat in which
the opposite diagonals strike the ground
at the same time. Our well-built
Samoyed will tend to come into the

center line as speed mcrcases ‘and the__

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks With
Aljean Mason Larson
(daughter of Agnes Mason)
WHITE WAY
Orangevale, California

This interview was conducted at
the home of Aljean Mason Larson in
June 1983 by Lyn Snyder Hoflin.

How did you get started in dogs?
Or maybe [ should ask how your moth-
er got started in dogs!

I think it was when she moved
back after she had lived in Alaska and
had gotten interested in sled dogs. 1
can remember going to dog shows
when I was a little girl and going to
State Fair dog shows. That was where
she met Mrs. McDowell, from whom
we eventually bought our first
Samoyed Czar Nicholas Lebanov. I
got him hooked up to a wagon and rode
around the neighborhood; that was my

appraising movement in
structure and balance, this j
revealing gait. The flying trotj
the result of a sufficient jpey
speed to lift the dog up an
with all four limbs off the gr{)
dogs can do a flying trot.
The single suspension
canter is the gait at which all fg
are off the ground once in
stride. It is slower than the
not as tiring. It is the gait that
hope their teams will be able {
tain over the entire race course.
The double suspension
when all four limbs are off the
twice during a stride. This is
fastest means of covering the

beat acuon with one
the other. All dogs can also d

Reference: “Dogs a
Profession,” Volume2 Canine
tants Publlshmg:

first introduction to driving a d
mother had a dog sled which b
to her father and had been used
ka; my dad put wheels on that.
ally, when we moved out into
try, we started raising Sams.
one litter when we lived in to
had gotten our first male pupp,
that, showed him and made ou
champion. We also finished {
Nicholas. 1

Our first trainer for breakim
dogs to a sled was Bill Thomps
Sunnyvale, California. We di
obedience work, started Czar N
and also imported Dascha of
With our own progeny and pup.
what have you, we had a do
The breeding developed; my
got quite interested in proving
dogs could be work dogs an
dogs at the same time. That
main goal. We bred some of 0
and she imported two dogs, 8 I
a female, Silver Spark of the £



m of the Arctic, from
els in England. 1 think the
¢ imported White Way of
Mis. Perry’s Kobe Kennels.
name White Way Kennels
im; he was sent over and is
odlines’ background stock,
me of our own breeding.
ﬁg led to another and we
g a lot of parades, a lot of
publicity, we created dog
Jot of children’s things for
Christmas shows, Easter
the Hollywood Christmas
sure Island in San Francis-
was about eleven or twelve
and we showed a lot of
most of the handling of the
og shows, except when we
han one or two. Some
as many as twelve or fif-
tered, and that is when the
like $3 a head! (laughter)

ily. They also lived in
aveled back and forth. The
t of things in Idaho, carry-
rescue work, parachuting
anes, and all kinds of things
e year, here at the Golden
ow in San Francisco, they
ogs from the show, includ-
the city of Truckee when
f San Francisco was snow-
hey needed Rex and the dog
the doctor in to the train.
ous for his guard dog act
Wayne at one of his movies.
€ was much of a guard dog!
He was more of a PUSSY-
‘achieved a lot of awards
cha ogn tion.

Dreeding continued during all
« Mother kept improving; we
- Of our best dogs to Alaska
i€y first started getting Sams up
nk we sent the first Samoyed
consequently, we sent some
dogs up there because she
€m to get a good start with
0ck, and it was better to send
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‘place, he

the best dogs. It seems like we never
kept the pick of the litter; we always
sold it. The dogs that I finished and
made champions, it seemed they were
sometimes the ones that people didn’t
want. Our litters were pretty even,
which to me always represented good
breeding. As overali litters, they were
all very similar: substance, quality.
She was a stickler for hindquarters,
which is very important, especially in
pulling, and as far as the breed standard
goes. I know that we got several other

Ch. Czar Nicholas Lebanov, at Masons’ in Sacramento.
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people interested in Southern Califor-
nia, and people that we sold dogs to,
but she and Lloyd were the first ones to
get the dog races started up at Truckee
again. Now it is a yearly event. Ilook
back on how many years ago it was
when I read these articles about dog
racing, and think we were the ones in
the very beginning. But Lloyd eventu-
ally moved to Truckee, so that is how
we got so involved up there. We just
kept showing dogs and breeding dogs,
and sold an awful lot of dogs, and we
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finished a lot of dogs ourselves. Our
bloodline is in the pedigrees of a lot of
dogs now.

What year was it that you got that
first Samoyed?

Nineteen thirty-five. I was about
eight years old. We didn’t get him as a
dog to show; we got him for sled work
and because Mother liked the breed.
We got points on Czar Nicholas, our
first dog that I showed. The first cham-
pion that we finished was a son of his,
Petrof Lebanov; then we finished Czar
Nicholas. Dascha of Laika, Petrof’s
dam, was our first imported bitch from
back East. She never was much of a
show dog, she was very shy, and she
spent more time having puppies than
going in the show ring. She just didn’t
like the shows; she was part of the dog
team, and she enjoyed that and yelled
and hollered as much as any of them to
get going! .

I have had an_inte
dogs, and really enjoye
enjoyed them; she got v
Samoyed club, and was p
Pacific Coast Divisio
also president of the San
America. She received
and honors for all of
and accomplishment
rewrite the breed stand
several years to do, an
standard ... at least'th
(laughter) Mother was more into the
breeding: I helped and sometimes
would help decide who they were
going to breed to whom, but most of
the time I was more interested in han-
dling the dogs at the shows and playing
with them. After we had Bill Thomp-
son and started using Lloyd, I helped
settle dogs to the team, and had a lot of
background in training and driving the
dogs. Lloyd did a lot of the driving,
because after a few years, they were on
the road an awful lot. Mother and I
went back to Chicago to the Samoyed
Specialty and took three dogs. We did
fairly well back there; I don’t think we
got any points, but our dogs placed
well. I think I won with a pair of
champions in the Working Dog Pairs,
but got beat out for the Best in Show.
We traveled all up and down California
and Nevada; never went to Oregon to
show. I don’t know how we found
time to do what we DID!

What was your parents’ back-
ground? What did they do for a living ?

My mother was in direct mail

eard itis! ©° T guess the best was the one we
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automobile registration service. It was
a business that she started in 1915. She
was the first woman in the legislature
in California; she wasn’t a senator, she
was involved with the legislative sys-
tem. My father had a business, Mason
List and Advertising, which was a
direct mail advertising business which
searched motor vehicle records.

Do you have any idea how many
litters you bred?

Oh, boy. Probably 30 to 35. One
time we had 36 dogs in the kennel, I do
remember that! Some of those were
puppies, but most were adults or over
six months of age. In 1937, I was ten
years old, and we moved out to the
country. The property had a big two-
story barn on it that they used to keep
Clydesdales in; my folks made that into
the kennel.

Do you have any idea how many
champions you and your mothér fi

hat was the best Ii

called the “Herdsman’s” litter. We fin-
ished Herdsman’s Victory Leader,
Herdsman’s Faith and Herdsman’s
Chattiman. I don’t know if some of
that litter went on to other people; 1
don’t think they used the name “Herds-
man’s” if they did. We just used that
name for the dogs we kept. I think the
smallest litter we ever had was four,
and the largest litter we ever had was
nine. The average would have been six
or seven, and there were probably two
or three out of each litter that finished
their championships. One, anyway;
even from the very first litter. I don’t
ever remember having a litter that was
just a complete “dud.”

Who was the best dog?

Probably “Chum,” who finished in
three five-point majors at a young age.
He died of distemper before he was two
years old, although he had been vacci-
nated.

I had heard that some of the early
distemper vaccine wasn't really all that
good.

Not reliable. And in going to the

~ of linebreeding.
- linebreeding ... well, w
- ground, what the do

shows, you were exposed tg
things, without the good vage
you have now. It just happe
that he was the one. The next
and the one that I liked the
Silver Streak, White Way?
Streak; he was an outstanding
best female, to me, was Hg,
Faith, and I liked Ch. White Way
eros Buttons.

Rex never finished hig
onship; he had both his ma
think he needed two or three
finish. He was always top
mushing somewhere to be
with the dog shows! Other
points and didn’t finish ... Ror
(Herdsman’s Jocko) had at
major, and two or three oth
When my father died, that ki
tailed some of the activities,

shown as late as 1961.
Would you say that the

program was
We di

seldom did we inbr

ties. ng these, we
ter tendency to improve the blo
and to get the dog nearest to
dard. You had the firsthan
edge. I think a lot of the other
who didn’t have the backgro!
many dogs to pick and cho
were people who had probably
showing or seen the dog and
has done, or the puppies he p
and their breeding would co
this. We bred to a lot of outsi
es, but we were selective. We
just breed to any female; sh
meet Mother’s specifications b
would consider her. If you
something that is not worthy
breed, it tears it down. Some d
faults and you have to breed thel
and in order to do it, you have €
the puppies that weren’t good A
stock with no papers. Then y&
from there.
What faults would have K
mother from breeding to a bif@
dog?
Cowhocks, toeing in 100
bad bite, too sharp a head, of P¢

&



.~ ghe wanted the typlcal smiling
which the Sam is noted. The
th the “smile.” But she was
s a stickler on cowhocks, for
think that’s why we didn’t
4 White Phantom of the Arctic
much, because she was a bit
wed. For one thing, we bought
and Silver Spark of the Arctic
- same kennel; they came over
.r from England. Mother
«Well, let’s breed them and
what we get.” Being from the
Eloodline, our stud would have

ly nothing to do with her. He
breed any other female in the
‘but he would have absolutely
to do with her! I guess because
e English instead of American!
r) We tried several times; she
e another male, but he just
nose up at her. They have
and dislike
1 you have gny
~ Daschmcks S

grandp.

litter was going to look like.
get to be pretty accurate.

do you think your mother
e Samoyed over, say, the
r the Malamute?

she liked their temperament
was a different breed than
Wwas accustomed to and as a
ose days, the Siberians and
were pretty tough dogs. Of
1er experiences with them
h when she lived in Alaska,
don’t have an easy life up
ey were hardy dogs. But
‘Was looking for a dog, she
searching; and she was

Was a breed with which she
OCiate, and she did a lot of
©00ks on Hansen, herding,
Samoyeds were primarily
herdmg dog in Northern
1 this intrigued her.

€ final night in Oakland, they
Ve a thing called “Lady and
» and you were supposed to

boots and leather jacket, suede to repre-
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sent reindeer skin, beads on the fur col-
lar. There is a picture of the one she
made for me, shown with Czar
Nicholas.

Did you ever do any work in obe-
dience?

Yes, I did some obedience work.
The first dog we had was in obedience,
but he didn’t even make his CD. I was
never really that much interested in it
for some reason; it just didn’t appeal to
me. I felt that ALL dogs have to have
some type of obedience, some manners,
but it doesn’t have to be formal obedi-
ence training. If your dogs are not obe-
dient, they are not happy and you are
not happy. Dogs are very smart, and
they know what they can get away with
and with whom. T like watching obedi-
ence, but I guess I was too involved
with showing and sledding to have the
time for it.

I never did any judging. I have
been asked to do the Samoyed matches
and things like that, but I never wanted
to get into judging dog or horse shows.
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x Ch. Silver Star of
oht: Agnes Mason,

be the amateur
. I had too many
stay on the fence;
I did get off on one side or
the other! (laughter)

I see Samoyed spelled
“Samoyede.” When did they drop the
“e” in the name?

That is the correct spelling. They
were starting to drop it, I think, in the
early 60’s. They used to call the breed
the “Sam-e-ed“ and some would say
“Samoyed-es” because of the “e”

I was very conten
and do the best I co

e” on
the end. I think they dropped that “e”
because everybody kept trying to pro-
nounce it.

Any other memorable experiences
in the dogs?

Nothing that really stands out in
my mind. Things ran pretty smoothly.
A few accidents on the dog sled teams,
but those things are bound to happen.
We did lose our first dog, Czar
Nicholas, in a sledding accident. The
snub-line, used to hold the team back
while hooking up dogs, broke and the
team got loose. The tugline wrapped
around Czar Nicholas’ foot and
dragged him. We got in the car and
followed them, but we couldn’t catch
them; they can go at a pretty good clip.
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We finally caught them, took Czar
Nicholas to the vet, and then down to
the firehouse where they put the resus-
citator on him. They worked on him
over two hours and couldn’t save him.
That was the only fatal accident we
ever had during sledding.

Funny, the vet we took him to first
was Dr. Hauge, and that must have
been in 1939 or so. Years later, he was
the vet I went to work for, and worked
for him for 23 years until 1972. There
was an article in the paper about the
accident; in those days, things like that
made headlines! Only other problems
we ever had sledding was getting the
pads tough; we used a lot of Tincture of
Benzoin and iodine painted on their
pads to toughen them up. The tincture
of Benzoin did wonders. You have to
toughen the feet slowly; it is like learn-
ing to go barefoot, you have to toughen
your feet. _

There are a lot.of techniques when
training dogs. They have to learn to
stay in line, pull ahead instead of back.

If I was breaking a new dog, I would
use two experienced dogs at wheel, the

new dog at point with another good dog
next to it, and then an experienced lead
dog. They would keep the new one
straightened out. You had to have a
good lead dog to keep the line tight,
because if the others get their feet over,

you are in trouble.” When they would

get their feet over it, the line would get
them in the groin and they’d learn real
fast! You have brakes on the sled, and
50 have control from the back, but you
had to know what you were doing. We
taught them to “gee” and “haw” and
“come around, gee,” which meant to
make a reverse. And “whoa” is
“WHOA!” (laughter) All you had to
do was say, “Let’s go”’ and they were
gone! That first lunge was really some-
thing.

When you were looking at the
magazine earlier, you commented that
you didn’t feel the Samoyed had
changed a whole lot.

No, I don’t. I saw some in there
that looked just like the dogs we were
showing. I saw some that I felt I didn’t
care for too much, but then that is true
anywhere. But I really don’t think they
have changed that much. Some carry
more coat than they used to, but then
they are “show dogs” and they like that
long coat. You seem to be able to tell
the bitches by the fact that they still
carry a shorter coat than the dog does,

keeping them. You can do that, but
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and they seem to be trimming the hair
and feathers on the dogs still. T just
can’t remember any of the dogs carry-
ing coat like some of these dogs;
maybe Jack Frost of Sacramento had a
fairly long, heavy coat, bred by Mrs.
McDowell. I think he was the first
Sam we saw.

What advice would you give to
someone just getting started who want-
ed to breed good Samoyeds?

Do some research on your dogs’
pedigrees, talk to some of the promi-
nent breeders and get their opinion.
Look at their dogs, compare, study the
standard, and then pick a person that
you feel, after talking and checking
around, is qualified to help you pick out
a puppy, or sell you a puppy. As arule,
if you go to a reputable breeder, you
will end up with a fairly decent dog.
Now, all dogs don’t turn out to be
champions; You can only try to do the

best you can; and if that dog doesn’t .
~ turn out to be exactly ‘w
_ then you have to sell
should know more about what you like,

and what the judges like that you can

attached to those first ones, and end up

don’t breed it. Set your limits as to the
number you can keep.

Don’t just take one person’s “‘song
and dance.” Check around and listen;
check with a local club, go to some of
their meetings, look at their stock, and
COMPARE. You have to look and you
have to know what you are looking for.
When you first start out, of course, you
don’t know what all these words mean
in the standard, so you have to have
somebody explain them to you and
show you.

Do you have any regrets about
being in dogs?

Oh, no. They probably gave me
some of the best years of my life; I met
a lot of nice people, had a lot of inter-
esting experiences, a lot of fun. My
mother was the one who did all the
work, I just got in on the glory. I, of
course, fed the dogs, groomed them
and bathed them, but that wasn’t real
work! No, I have no regrets for either
the dogs or the horses. I've had a good
life and I wouldn’t change anything as I
look back on it.

t you warnt,
By then you

~ young dogs. When White

Back when we first started
ing Sams, there were maybe
four Sams at a show! Three
worth two points! It went tha
quite awhile, so there weren’
many Sams or breeders untj
into it. I do think we stimulaeq ;
interest even down in Southery
nia, because it took a long time
the point scale went up. It we
stayed at about 25 dogs for
for awhile, then went up to 4
thing, then dropped back do
point scale out here got fairly
can’t remember exactly wh
formed the Sammy club ¢
although I'm sure Mother ha
thing to do with that! I was yo
and a lot of that was over
Mother did a lot of writi
research. The Samoyeds w
active over in England becau
remember looking at English i
zines when we were looking
imports; there wer

unseen; they sent pictures of sol
them, but most of them were pu|

Kobe came over from Mrs. Perry.
Kobe Kennels, T feel that she
best dog from the litter, or the b
they were talking about, bec
went back to White Fang o
White Fang is a very well kn
English bred Samoyed.
These things are pretty
anybody really gets into the b
way back. My mother did an €
ten-generation pedigree on
Nicholas, or maybe it was Whi
of Kobe. Anyway, it was a thi
size of a closet door. In fact, t
played it as a backdrop on a
couple of times. It was interes
I don’t know what ever became
Mother got sick and I finally h
her in a nursing home; she had
son’s Disease and died in the nt
home. I don’t know what she
a lot of that stuff. I do wish I
the registration on the dogs, D
look at some of the pictures and’
“Now, who was the sire and d
just can’t take them off the top ©

Thank you very much. *



Jeanne Nonhof
Waldo, Wisconsin

S Charlie Brown, of the
Peanuts comic strip by
Charles Schultz, says, “I
L remember once back about
rs ago ... I said the right
. Sometimes what you read in
y papers is a little more pro-
it appears on the surface.
lie Brown and, I suspect,
of other people, I sometimes
ﬁcull to say the right thing at
e. Oh, not when someone
yved one or even a dog. Hav-
ome loved ones myself, I can
ympathize. And when some-
mething nasty to me, I am
ose people who can always

y opinion of hlS young
o had been a really pretty
t was going through an awk-
wky stage. Nothing seemed
t with the dog, but nothing
fbly wrong, either. This young
sn’t from our line, so I had dif-
ith the growth pattern, but I
numerous dogs from his
nel and consistently liked
Ltold him to have faith in the

digree during this difficult
d that I thought the dog was
. Sure am glad I did that, as
atured nicely, and so did the
A couple of years ago, that
an and his dog walked off
orking Group One at the
10us Wisconsin Kennel Club

Lam not quite so egotistical
K that if I had told him I did
his dog would make it that
have placed him immediate-
€t, but maybe a word of
“s€ment just at that time, when
g dog was not doing well,

THE BEST OF THE FIRST TEN YEARS OF THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY

Saying the Right Thing

helped to keep him at it long enough
to make possible such nice end results.

Okay — that’s the easy part. Now,
somebody has come up to you and
asked for your opinion of their dog.
The first thing you need to do is dis-
cern what purpose they have in mind
for the dog. Is it simply as a pet to
love or are they looking for an Obedi-
ence Trial Champion? Do they plan
on doing some “fun sledding” or do
they want to seriously race the dog?
Are they planning on starting a show
breeding kennel? Are they planning
on going for top winning Samoyed in
the nation? Various assets are
extremely important and different
faults are allowable for each of these
purposes. If you don’t have any

his rear, moving and standing?” Yolu

“He sure has an ugly head, doesn’t
he?” Lead them to make their own
decision. Sum it all up for them after
they have given you their opinion.
Something like, “Okay, what you’ve
just said is, you don’t care for his
movement, particularly in the rear,
you don’t like his round, yellow eye,
his lack of coat or his shy tempera-
ment. From what you’ve just said, his
faults vastly outweigh his virtues for
breeding and showing purposes. Now,
you can do a number of things. If
you’'re not serious about raising and
showing dogs, you can keep him for
your own personal pet and maybe
some obedience work will give him
more confidence in himself. If you
want to start your own breeding and
show kennel, you will need better
foundation stock.” If the dog is not
show quality, you can save them a lot
of time, trouble and heartache by
explaining that it is time to cut their
losses and that it is so much easier and
more economical to start with a good

expemse in their area of mterest ‘refer

can say, “Is this the type of Samoyed .
_you want to breed and be known for?”
* That’s a lot better than baldly stating,
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one and go up from there.

Stress that this is your opinion in
looking at the dog today. Dogs can
change, although their basic structure
will not. This is known in my office
as CYA, or “Cover Your (ahem)
Behind.” Adult dogs are a lot easier to
evaluate than puppies. [ have seen
puppies go from cowhocks to nice,
single-tracking rears. I have seen
overshot jaws become perfect scissors
bites. With puppies, time is frequently
their best friend and a hard and fast
opinion may come to haunt you if you
don’t qualify your statements with the
fact that what you see today may not
be there six months from now. Some
faults are more likely to disappear than
others and it is nice if you have back-
ground information on the line. Some
enthusiasts T know will never give
another an opinion on their dog. 1
guess it is a matter of self-protection,
but it is not very helpful to the novice.
Their attitude is “Don’t ask what I
think of your dog. Ill let you know if
I like him.” Tt helps to sit at ringside

- with a novice and point out a good
~ moving rear or front (provided, of

course, that you can fine one) so that
they will know what they should be
looking for. Reading books is a won-
derful way to gain knowledge for the
newcomer, but seeing what a dog real-
Iy looks like when moving properly is
vastly more helpful. And using a
movie camera or videotape is even
better, for you can then slow the action
down enough to ascertain what is actu-
ally happening with that hock, pastern,
topline, neck or whatever. And, I
would think, some movies of the dog
in question in slow motion would
show the uncertain owner what he is
actually dealing with.

Everyone loves his dog. Feelings
are very fragile things. Treat them
with as much care and tact as possible.
I know everyone is busy at a show, but
if someone wants help, couldn’t you
tell them that you’ll be very happy to
talk to them after the judging is over
when you’ll be able to spend more
time with them? You may be able to
help someone else get hooked on your
favorite breed of dog and maybe make
a lifelong friend in the process. Think
about it! e
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The Obedience Trained Conformation Dog

Don and Dot Hodges
Poynette, Wisconsin

EVER obedience train your

dog before showing him in

conformation! How often

have you heard that opinion
expressed? We could not disagree
with it more.

It is sometimes argued that the
dog will sit when you stop in the show
ring, because of his obedience train-
ing. Such a view sells short the intelli-
gence of your dog and his capacity to
learn. Just as you train your dog for
obedience competition, so too you go
through training with him for confor-
mation competition. You use different
words and equipment for the two types
of training, and the do juite able to
pick up the difference:
many Sams do you kn
heel without any co
problem most Sam ow
with their Sams hee
required — it’s getting
alll)

More importantly
obedience training help
even greater personal re
your dog that can’t he
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handsomely in the conformation ring,
as your dog exhibits greater attentive-
ness to you. And obedience training
hands the owner additional tools
which can be used to deal with special
situations in conformation competition
or with dogs that have special prob-
lems. Furthermore, the dog with a bad
attitude about showing in conforma-
tion often responds to obedience work
differently and can sometimes be
brought around through the obedience
experience.

We have put several of our Sams
through obedience before showing
them in conformation (or showed
them simultaneously in both). One of
these went on to a multi Best in Show
record and another made it into the

Questionnaire Results

Brenda and Geoff Abbott
Pine, Colorado

Y first general question

on a questionnaire sent

out to a few Samoyed

drivers was: Which con-
formation faults in a dog cause your
worst problems on the trail? (Exam-
ples: close rears, short upper arm,
wide front, narrow front, poor feet,
etc.)

Cara Berryman: Close rears —
insufficient rear power; short upper
arm — shorter stride length; wide or
narrow front — the dog will tire sooner.
With regard to poor feet, a dog needs

good, thick pads to absorb the shock
of the dog’s weight, a “tight” paw to
keep the snow from balling up, and
it’s not too much fun to run if you are
flat-footed, so good arches help. A
dog can still cover ground with any of
these other faults, but “bad” feet will
probably cause a bad running attitude.
Good running attitude is the most
important asset a dog can have. A
beautiful body won’t be of any use if
the heart doesn’t say, “Let’s go!”
Richard Breckenridge: The only
Sams to every cause trouble were not
the ones with conformation faults but
physical and mental (i.e., too fat, too
old, or most of all, did not like to race

or have any part of it).

I was part of a team that
on the Samoyed hip dysplasia
tee for SCA for many years.
honestly say that ANY Samoye
heart and desire can run his rage: },
ever, we did not use Samoye
were lame or, after working
distance, appeared stressed.
short trial period, if they liked it
ditioning and training for them g
driver resulted in a good con
effort.

Eileen Gonyeau: Of the pl
features, what do I think most
tant? After just overall good
would have to say fronts. In my g
rience, a dog with an excellent
rear will out p

just that way.
beautiful reach

workers at point
ever owned. L

em-going.

dogs, better dogs, today, ha
much power in the rear for thei
up front. You'll see very few g
flying trotters in the show ring.

Leslie Fields: To me, the
important factor in a good sled
attitude; they must enjoy sledd
don’t believe in “beating” it inl
dogs. I might run faster, too,
scared, but I’ll work longer,
and be more steady and depend
taught with patience and unde
ing. I think the dogs must fe
way, too! I think there is a fil
ance in a dog’s temperamen
makes a good worker; I prefer thel
be independent “thinking” dog
keep me on my toes. I want a dog!
LIKES to please me, but is not@
ious to please; I find it dif
work with a dog that tries TOO

As for conformation, I
fronts are most important; a dog P*
es the sled with his chest, rathe
pulling it with his rear. At thiS}
in Samoyeds, a short upper arm =
most common fault. Of coursé ¥



- =. * fronts, I start from the
_ that is, starting with the
e dog hasn’t got good feet,

ont in the world won’t help.
have more foot problems on
yith the poorer fronts. 1 have
rouble with sparsely haired,

.. interesting, considering
. However, Rocky Moun-
snow conditions are vast-
from the arctic tundras
amoyed was developed, so
he furred, hare foot is best
a.

second guestion to these
: Do you prefer to tun
bitches on a team, and what
f any, do you feel gender

ribesman named Aarghh
ying for a Pomeranian that
in his stewpot without rat-
he size got away from him.
s honor that the standard
de to the Samoyed dog
left alone for too long of
med after him. (Aarghh,
2 mess you’ve made!)
bred the original
by mistake, what did the
der do with the dog?
Tiginal breeder, Aarghh,
e had a very interesting
With his newly created pet or
Ealbatross or whatever the
As a matter of fact, that
€at deal of his problem:
€ hell was it? He tried
tup to his sledge and the
i5t loved pulling the thing
1 Aarghh really needed to
fere and pull something.
int, Orj (short for Original)
k in the traces and dove
1€ blanket in the bed of the
*4d and cajole as much as he
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makes in the performance of a sled
dog? All of the responding drivers
indicated that the sex of the dog made
no difference (unless the bitch hap-
pened to be in season). Size and
endurance were equal if properly
trained and conditioned to the length
of the race to be run. As Eileen
Gonyeau stated, “The most important
feature of ANY working dog has to be
ATTITUDE! A modestly constructed
dog (of either sex) who wants to do a
good job will always do better than a
loafer with the best conformation in
the world. Read George Attla on this
point. Never judge a dog’s ability to
work on the stakeout chain; judge him
in harness!” »

% inrbé:iﬁg areal live sled dog_ _

What was the second attempted
vocational rehabilitation of the
Samoyed breed?

It seems that Aarghh, being a real
meathead, kept a herd of reindeer.
Aarghh got really tired of chasing his
dumb reindeer all over hell’s half acre
of frozen tundra and figured that with
this dumb overgrown Pom hanging
around, eating him out of house and
hogan, he had a built-in reindeer sit-
ter. Now, he didn’t want to move the
reindeer from here to there or this way
and that way, he just wanted the dumb
critters to hang out and get fat. Make
babies. Give milk. All the standard
domestic crud. So, he says to Ori,
“Watch the reindeer, Schmegeggee!”
(Possibly a clue to the lost tribes of
Israel, here.)

Big mistake. Where Aarghh saw
fat reindeer, babies and milk, Ori saw
friends, playmates and sex objects.
The result was panic village. Aarghh
now had reindeer all over hell’s full
five acres and the only thing that
saved the world from Ori’s sexual

ing than man run
the guise of technqiogical achieve-
- ment.” DGR, 1982,
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exploits with the reindeer was chro-
mosomal incompatibility. There were
reindeer from the Yenesei River to the
Kara Sea, all with Aarghh’s brand.
(The Big A, of course.) Based on
what Ori had been doing with the
reindeer when he wasn’t chasing
them, Aarghh’s wife, Yechhh, came
up with another suggestion as to what
Ori should be doing as a usetful func-
tion.

What was the suggestion that
finally allowed the Samoyed dog to
find his rightful niche?

‘- 7 ECHHH mentioned to Aarghh
that the thing that Ori was best
at were those things that had

caused Aarghh to specifically deni-

grate the dog. The animal was a born
stud. Yechhh said to Aarghh, in
words of one syllable or less, “Boy,
git that-dawg ate or watch yur
dum’ reindee drove into the
ground.” (Yechh was famous for her

red neck.) o
So it was that Aarghh went out to

try and recreate another oversized

Pom, only femal S ti
“There is nothing more frighten-

amuck under

Arnd lo, he, sueceeds in producing
a mate for Ori. But, she was not quite
the same. She was smaller, quieter,
softer, sneakier, had less coat and
more brains; she was smarter and
faster than her male companion; she
was two inches shorter and ten
pounds lighter; she was ready to drop
her newly gained life-mate in his
tracks at the drop of a reindeer stool.
She wanted to run the WHOLE show,
and if an object was spherical, would
fit in her mouth and would bounce,
she would sell her soul to have some-
one throw it away. She was what she
was what she was.

The Samoyed bitch had been cre-
ated. Ori was ecstatic — for a little
while. A very little while!

Yechhh and Aarghh became the
first Samoyed (canine) breeders.
Soon, they were surrounded by little,
fat, woolly white wonders, to say
nothing of the puppies, too. They
only made one further mistake, but it
was a lulu and was to be repeated
time and time again. They decided to
keep the puppies for a little while to
see if there was something special that
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they should be holding onto. Fools.
Cute, little Samoyed puppies grow up
into a thundering herd of Samoyed
dogs. And, once they hit the age of
six months, nobody wants them any-
more. Frightening.

What was the final outcome of all
of this foolishness?

If you are looking for a moral,
Charlie, there ain’t none! What there
is is a picture of a tribal dog that
didn’t do a great job at pulling sleds
and didn’t do a great job herding rein-
deer, although I suspect that he was
better at the latter. But, he did get
along VERY well with people and he
did guard the hogan, as long as there
was SOMEBODY in it to protect. He
dropped hair everywhere, dug out of

Sa

Elizabeth Crosb} Metz
New York, New York

HE IBM servxccman called
today:

two machines df}wn tO OUT iR

dismay.
Rubberbands, as usual, stuck in there?
“No, no,” he whispers: “Sammy
hair.”

Now, our Sammies are an industrious
crew:

Doggies see and doggies do.

But no dogs type, that I'm aware,

And, in so doing, shed their hair.

We’ve finally reached that state of
things
where Sammy hair has taken wings
and floats free-spirited through their
lair
and ours: all-present Sammy hair.
The kids run in for a drink and snack.
I pity the allergic boy hanging back.
His mom has made him well aware:
To enter’s to die from Sammy hair.

Chowder at eight weeks was so cute:
a bear-faced waddler in puppy suit.
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everything that wasn’t nailed down,
barked at all the wrong things and
spent unbelievable amounts of energy
trying to get to his in-season mate.
The male of the species was unbeliev-
ably loving and a huge pain in the
butt. The female of the species was
fast and smart and able to figure out
just what it is that you want and then
not quite deliver it. Together, and that
is the only way to have Samoyeds,
they are a flat-out panic and a contin-
uing inspiration and joy. It takes
some kind of fool to live with
Samoyeds, but it is a fun sort of fool-
ishness.

So, why did you go through this
whole exercise?

Every now and then, I get upset

hotzit sans ::

of the Awkward Whlte
Sammy hair,

See, June’s the month we really

dread,

When all our Sams conspire to shed.

They seize brown sofas, pair by pair,

And instantly — all smiles — “DROP
HAIR!”

It clings to body, chastens soul

— I find it in the casserole —

In church the boys get smiles and
stares:

blue blazers tipped with Sammy hairs.

We shop for a rugged washer-dryer:
top of the line, with prices higher.
QOur top priority’s to compare:
which one best filters Sammy hair?

We bag the stuff, we stuff the closet

— including some from the Naked
White Whotzit —

I'1l spin it soon, this Yankee swears:

Waste not, want not, Thy Sammy
hairs.

. efficiently pack this canine k
: Yet no mere trashman from

with the totality of the serio
all the good folk involveq
beloved breed that I have gp
chosen to pursue and I think
to have pointed out to them
a difficult and overall yp
thing it is with which they ay
I have very little faith in the
my twenty years of work ap,
this point in time, are goin
any damned effect on 4,000
gene pool manifested in the
individuals that were used
the Samoyed breed as we
The Samoyed is, and will
be, and the devil take our
alter the fact. =

would you

For Missy, Chowder big old
hair makes all Sammies what th
but we’ll all be happier, I sw

I'll creep up on their crates
(the bags of hair tucked out o
I'll grab my Krazy Glue and
Permanently affix each Sammy

IG Frizbee’s coat won't1
stitch; ]
I'll stick three bags on the

partum bitch. 1
The Whotzit gets a double share
of reapportioned Sammy hair.
Canine hair nets, tail to face,
Should keep new Sammy coats 1I

place
as BOB goes to my bears 4
with triple-thick coats of Sammy

hairs! «



Burn Out!

* Phoebe Faulmann

und " tough realization to come
~ to, even sad, is when one
finally faces up to what

£ your heart knows is true.
0ing og shows are no longer the
000 obsessive drive they once
the e thrill of a win has been

subdued, the smell of puppy

we n and day out is less than
e The camaraderie of old
wr eff it the shows is gone, as they

since retired. Nights driv-
erstate are lonely. Now
on life’s fulfillment is on
portant thoughts; unrestrict-
esponsibility of dog owner-
y of your friends these days
an doggy. Career moves
portant with weekend work

1o accept.

ng to the problem of “burn
I feel that it's possible for
id hobby enthusiast to be
O th this syndrome.
ate, I have been faced with
d, I feel overpressured by
ility I owe my dogs; on
d finding it hard to imag-
out them. Soon I'll have a
a new residence and a new
Will my dogs, as I have
m these past number of
nue to be a part of my life-
ill “burn out” get the better
ake “getting out” an even
y?
Of my disenchantment can be
‘the passing of the really
oyeds from our ranks and
y were young and on their
vhen my “girls” and 1 were
ed. My “girls,” as I have
alize of late, are moving
Ie slowly. They have lost
1y ¢ sparkle they once sported
y I€Vitable is getting nearer.
“Y are gone, many of my
'€mories and hardest times
th them. The youngsters are
numbers grew, I've not
€ bond with them as I have
F0ld-timers. The girls who

ours a necessity. If you've
y for a long number of
e feelings become confus-

career fields of late have :_
every breath I took into my hobby I

was obsessed and possessed. I felt the -
need to prove a point along the way.
Possibly make an impression. One
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blessed me with the honor of owning
my first champion, first homebred
champions and Group and specialty
winners and, in direct effect, have
helped form my oldest and dearest
friendships.

Talking with the people I still rec-
ognize at the shows, I feel I'm by far
not the only one feeling disenchanted
with the things as they are now, rang-
ing from the rising cost of exhibition
and maintenance of our hobby to the
decreasing efficiency of our new up-
and-coming judges.

Sometimes non-doggy people try
and pin me down for a reason for
showing dogs. It’s hard for me to give
an answer I’'m comfortable with.
“Showing dogs certainly has nothing
to do with making the world a better
place,” one told me. But you’re
wrong, I said, MY world is infinitely
better because I've shown miy dogs.

- Naturally; that feelmg is relatlvelyﬂ
~ subjective. There are many of us

breeding and showing, each of us
~gaining our own special rewards from
© avariety of its aspects :

In the beginning, T felt I had to put
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day, I realized I had made my point
and had made an impression on a very
important person, me. My dogs have
been a very therapeutic effect on my
growing up. I wonder if I could have
done it without them. For sure, I am
indebted to them for the love and
devotion they have contributed to my
life. I mourn the earlier times, more
carefree than now, that we all spent
together It troubles me to see them
moving so slowly.

At this pomt I don’t think I'll be
“getting out.” Slowing down, cutting
back for a time, but never life without
a Sam and a very strong interest in the
breed. But my SENSE of competition
is somewhat tempered. Maybe a short
time out will rejuvenate my waning
desire to compete. I've seen it happen
to others, never dreamed it would hap-
pen to me. It’s interesting, watching
and knowing the changes that beset us
all over the course of time.

“You would adjust your conduct
and even direct the course of your
spirit according to hours and seasons.

“Yet the timeless in you is aware
of life’s tlmelessness,

“And knows that yesterday is but
today’s memory and tomorrow is
today’s dream.” — Kahlil Gibran. *

Social Communications

Dave Richardson
Fullerton, California

HIS article will read a little
more formally than my usual
stuff. Chalk it up to my
attempt to display existential
knowledge in the tield of ethology.
The place where T am sitting
enables me to observe my living room
and the three Samoyed dogs who are,
at this moment, in that room. They do
not know that I am observing them.
The three dogs are all of my breeding
and I know their environmental
upbringing implicitly. The three are
comprised of our senior male, who has
just turned eight years of age, a huge
and very playful yearling male, and a
female of about three vears, who has

just entered estrus. From the interface,
T gather that one of two things is about
to happen: one, the senior male is
going to make the point to the yearling
that he, the senior, runs the show, or,
two, there is going to be a very large
and messy dogfight in my living room.
I know this because I know the social
characteristics of this breed of dog.
Twenty-two years ago, I bought a
Samoyed puppy as a pet. This puppy
was so bad and into everything that
my wite and I decided to study the
breed in an attempt to understand why
this puppy bitch did the things that she
did. We are still studying and,
although we know a great deal about
the Samoyed dog, we are still learning
new things every day. Every time I
think that I know all there is to know,
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a new individual Samoyed moves in
with us and shows us a new pattern. It
was my point to learn as much about
the social behavior of the dog as I
could.

The Samoyed dog, the “tribal
dog” of the Samoyede people, is said
to be the oldest domesticated BREED
of dog. The Samoyedes were a
nomadic people who ranged their
herds of reindeer across Siberia from
the Yenesei River to the Kara Sea.
They were a very gentle and non-war-
like people, which is probably the rea-
son why the tribe is now extinct or so
assimilated by the Russians as not to
be recognized as an entity. Supposed-
ly, the tribal dogs were thought of very
highly and were accepted into the liv-
ing quarters of the Samoyedes, a most
unusual situation relative to the north-
ern peoples. I presume, with my
knowledge of northern nomads, that
the Samoyedes were entirely capable
of eating young, plump i
the historical implication
did not treat their dog
cousins, the Chukchis
ers across the Bering St
or the Mahlemuts.

LL of these no
dogs — the 8
Siberian Husk)

n people’s
oyed, the
e Alaskan

Malamute, the Mackenzie River Dogs

— had a common heritage of wolf
background. The Alaskans, to this
day, will stake out a bitch in season in
hopes that a passing wolf will breed
her. The obvious primary outside
breeding source of the northern dogs is
wolf, contrary to the opinions of Kon-
rad Lorenz and Michael Fox. I base
this opinion on two things: the basic
social interactions and behavior of the
dogs and an occasional dog with wolf
dentition. I have always thought that
there was an uncanny resemblance
between the so-called wolf subspecies
LOBO or Great Plains wolf and the
Samoyed dog.

It is crucial to understand that the
Samoyed is a pack animal, as are all
northern dogs, and that all of their
social interfacing is oriented in that
direction. Many years ago, my wife
and I gave up trying to have a “group”
of Samoyeds and we set up our pack —
ourselves. The dogs accept me and
her as co-pack leaders, or possibly,
they give her the title and humor me.
Nonetheless, the pack exists and is

the Aleuts
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controlled by the human members.
The structure that exists below the
human members is typical of a wolf
pack.

The transaction taking place in
my living room was a specific and
well understood social interaction. It
was set up by me, knowing full well
that the yearling, Foamfollower,
would be very interested in the female,
Busybody. Foamy, as an untried
male, is down pretty low on the hierar-
chical list of our Samoyeds, and yet,
he is now the largest physical dog
here. He is not much bigger than
either his sire, Nightwatch, or our
senior male, Sundance Kid, but he has
the strength to be a real problem to
either or both of them, if he decides
that he wants to move up the ladder.
The male, Kid, had the problem that
this big strapping bulk of a puppy was

that this is an attempt
threatening, but Kid must have' made
the decision that he would have to pre-
sent Foamy with a more dramatic dis-
play of their positions. HE found a
Nylabone, a toy, and laid down in the
middle of the living room floor to
chew on it. This is foreign behavior
for Kid, as he normally will not touch
the Nylabones. Using the bone as
bait, he was able to lure Foamy over to
sniff at him and the bone; as Foamy
did so, Kid leapt to his feet and,
attempting to tower over Foamy, gave
a series of loud warning barks. Foamy
broke off any frontal contact with Kid
by turning his gaze and himself side-
ways, but held his position. Kid
moved around in front of Foamy and
stared at him, giving three or four
more sharp barks. Foamy, recogniz-
ing that discretion probably was the
better part of valor, laid completely
down in front of Kid and then rolled
over on his side exposing himself in a
completely defenseless manner. This
constituted total submission by Foamy
to Kid and Kid turned and walked
away. So ended the little drama that

appear non-

began this essay, but not the a
social action. A little while |
Foamy approached Busybody
to see if, after a half hour, she
be bred yet. As he approach
rear end, Kid walked up and
same warning bark he had y
the Nylabone. Foamy gave up
to check Busy’s bottom, aver
gaze and walked off.

HIS entire action was
I formed to a script that w2

ten, probably millions of
ago, for an alpha male wolf |
with one of his own pack yea
As my interest in the Samoy
grew, so did my interest in th
and my understanding of “the
niceties” of surviving in a pack, A
the above actions were set up
older, presumably alpha,

h

was o

cate in the same m
ous wolf familie:

although kenneled and managed
ple, the basic pack structure |
mentioned earlier is allowed t
or is even encouraged. One of
sons, I feel, that this ability
Samoyed to be able to comm
among themselves still persists
some 4,000 years of domestic
that the Samoyed, as a breed, i§
natural animal. Man has not
the tail, as in the Spaniels, nor
altered the basic shape of t
The head, with its erect and ex
ears, the eyes, not hidden like
ous Sheepdogs, even the norml
ble coat that can be raised, as
ing the hackles, all contributes
Samoyed’s ability to make his fe
known.

In the example that I de
Kid the alpha barked a special baf
warn Foamy; the wolves would ¢
different vocalization, but the M
and the effect would have bé
same. It was Farley Mowat i
book, “Never Cry Wolf,” whof
tioned that wolves, generally, €8



at thought was augmented
Lopez in “Of Wolves and
en he said, “Wolves only
fly bark. They do not bark
sly like dogs but woof a few
then retreat ... as when a
sproaches.” Family lines of
. seem to adopt a bark versus
‘mode; my personal family
to be changing to the bark
| miss hearing the quiet

submissive posturing of
mfollower that I have
can also be seen in the wolf
classic in its intent and
Foamy’s original submis-
was a head-down crouch,
layful in its demeanor.
using this to try to have
sitively; he was attempt-
omething like, “You're
ng, eh, Old:Man?” If

hen, later,
sition in a
vamy laid

y asserted hi
ific manner

eye contact with Kid.
ssive submission and it
been embellished by
g onto his back, offering
Kid could have more
blished his dominant posi-
me by standing over or on
my; something that HE did
in the future, may regret
done). All of these signals
es have been seen and noted
f and have, further, been
r dog breeders who have
pack behavior. An arti-
i Miner, a Malamute breed-
moyed Quarterly magazine,
Very similar patterns in her

UGH the use of a domestic
€tte, T have attempted to
P the characteristics of a

Social communication
male Samoyeds, relative
Samoyed in their immedi-
1, to show the meaning of
cation, and to correlate

ly avoided -
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the social activities of these two males
to similar characteristics in the wolf.
It was my intent to indicate that there
is more than a coincidental similarity
to the actions taken by the Samoyed to
actions that could be taken by the wolf
in the wild.

Before ending, I would like to
comment on another observation of
communication that I have made over
the past twenty years. The Samoyed is
clairvoyant. Certain animals have the
ability to understand things that other
dogs are observing and to even be able
to understand human wants without
any overt attempts by the human to
communicate those wants. A proof of
sorts can be shown by indicating
observed behavior: one dog will see
“something” and, without movement
or sound, bring another dog’s attention
to bear on “it,” or a dog will sense his

é lings, good or bad; ;

Jeanne Nonhof
Waldo, Wisconsin

E did a breeding and I
knew exactly what I
wanted out of that
breeding. I wanted the
father’s ears, the mother’s tail, either
head would do, either rear would do. I
wanted the nice topline of the mother,
the front of the father, the show atti-
tude of the mother, the kennel attitude
of the father, the coat of the father.
The size and bone of either would do.
Did want to hang onto the nice dark
eyes and pigment of the father and the
profile movement of either would do
quite nicely, thank you. The dog and
the bitch complemented each other
beautifully.
So, we had a whole litter of two.
In her last litter, this bitch had six,
which I consider to be a nice sized lit-
ter. It gives you something to choose
from and doesn’t drag the bitch down
too much. Also, it’s pleasant if there
are three of each sex or, maybe better,

Page 287

dler who, having been moved into a
position that indicates that he is “going
to win” will become tight and nervous
and whose dog will simultaneously
quit showing and fall apart. The dog
show people call that “sending signals
down the lead,” but, in truth, there is
seldom any observable physical mani-
festation. To this point in time, I have
not seen any published data on studies
performed on this particular area of
dog communications, although I hope
more fully to be able to understand
this ability someday. For now, I will
just accept it.
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two males and four bitches. We have
had litters of ten and that’s a heckuva
pile of work and dirty puppy papers.
Anyway, as I said, this bitch’s last lit-
ter (unplanned wherein an ever ready,
willing and able male grabbed his
chance when he got it) was six, so
when we bring her here for a litter, she
has two. I think I'm gonna get my
well water checked.

Ah, we raised those two pups
well. They didn’t have to fight for a
nipple. There was plenty of good,
nourishing milk for both and they
grew rapidly. They had a good, caring
mother and got to know a number of
other dogs of various ages and even a
couple of other colors. We had them
up in the kitchen every evening during
the normal clatter and rush of a busy
family arriving home from work or
school, getting dinner ready, doing
kennel chores. They were used to car
rides, radio and television, carpeting,
tile, gravel and grass underfoot. They
spent an afternoon at the local high
school where our sophomore, Camie,
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told everyone about the wonders of the
white fuzzies. Even though her heart
really lies with horses, Sammy pups
are awfully hard to resist. It took her
45 minutes to walk 100 feet to bring
those pups back to the van. Every kid
in school had to pet them ... and the
pups loved it. They were reasonably
well lead trained by seven weeks of
age. They were dewormed for round-
worms. They had their DHLPP shots.
Everything was going well ... except I
couldn’t make up my mind which one
I wanted to keep. The other was to go
to the dam’s co-owner, a good home,
so I wasn’t a bit worried about that.
Wayne said, “Keep them both!” Well,
I couldn’t do that, although I sure
wanted to. They both looked nice.

NE had her dam’s tail, but her
O mother’s ears, too. She had an
adequate front and a nice rear,
good coat, dark — almost black — eyes,

~ generally e
| tailset I w
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quate profile, a rear that was a little
wide, and a low tailset. But I could not
get past that puppy’s head. It was gor-
geous. Nice square muzzle, black
nose, very dark nicely set eyes, small
thick ears, face framing coat with side-
burns and a nice stop. And she looked
at me with those shining “Spanish”
eyes and I was all done. Let’s call this
one MINE!

I can’t believe I did that. T have
always been a movement person, par-
ticularly on front ends, as I feel that
that is the breed’s problem at this point
and has been for a number of years.
Anyone who knows me well would
say, “Jeanne, that’s not like you.” 1
have always graded my litters on
movement first. Nothing else made
much difference. Those were all cos-
metic flaws which could be changed in
one generation if necessary. So, 1
should have kept Star, for she had the

- better rear end, everything else being
Also shc had tha ;

~with the best rear end I cap

the ring for that less than
under some judges, but she
some other judges right out g
colored ribbons. And ip
years, I'll breed her to the

THEN I'll have perfect puppies

JELL, it has been
have to make cho
you are a dog br

you shouldn’t make the sy
year after year. I cannot belje
this generally levelheaded
person of some twenty year
raised a number of pups and
bunches more could be so bg
by a pretty face. And Way
much help in this case, eith
the ball in my court by saying 8
keep them both.
Maybe I was just feelin
mental, as we ha ) pL
Ch. Maonhghier ‘2 Ice ‘NS
sleep and these pups were he
granddaughters. [ think I’1l




