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Samoyed people

LaVera Morgan and Sammys— wre they real or aren ¥ they?

Abore: Deancvonth Dyirnus.

Faght: Dond? Of Drayalene.

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with
LaVera Morgan
DARIUS
Richmond, California

This inberintew was conduded al
the home of LaFera Morgan in

._‘f.::.i',l.'.mg.ﬁr'.l 2002 f.f]' f._l..l.'.l.'r Robertson,

How did you get involved in
Sumueyeds, and what first gaf you
staried?

We got stared because we
wanted a dog, so we went o
Pets Unlimited, and picked up a
prewy line white dog. Alter we
had him about three weeks, we
found out he was an cpileptic.
But we kept him for nine years.
We looked in books, and deeid-
ed we wanted another dog, so
we came across the Samoyed.
At that time, they were few and
{ar between; this was back in the
*60s. Through our square dance
teacher, we found a Caollie
breeder who knew a Sam breed-
er. We got our first dog from
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Leana Powell, who had the
Snowridge kennels, From there,
we decided we would show,
Our firse dog was D'Artganon of
Snownidge, “Dart.” He died of
cancer three points away from
his championship. He went to
the local shows: we have quite a
fesw of them here.

Wy did you choose o Samayed?

Because they are fluffy,
white and pretty. [ stayed with
the breed because it was a bréed
we really liked. We liked every-
thing about them. Even the way
they destroy the house if you
are not here to watch them!
They will destroy your house,
but it 15 all righ,

Hrr .w.{n[i' dog it ikt ez it
o dnned

We had four, all males.
They all ran together, 1 didn’t
want to have any litters, so we
kept males. 1 didn’t want to
breed because I knew thao if we
bred, we would keep too many
dogs.- We were both working,
s0 that wouldn't have worked
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D Artganen OFf Snowridge, "Bart,” our first Samoyed, 1961,

out. 'We started Dart out in the
show ring, and like | said, three
points away from his champi-
onship, cancer took lim. We
also had Dare. Those two were
inseparable, they were always
together. Ewven though Dare
was the younger of the two, he
was the boss of all the dogs we
had. All the time we had Dare.
we never had w worry about a
fight or arguments between the
dogs. Yet he never turned on
any of them; it was just some-
thing about him. We also goe
him from Leona, of Snowridge
kennels, He did very well in the
ring. He traveled all over; he

Diaai avid Darie, 1963,

went down south a lot, and 1
took him to Canada, | took him
to Montana and all through
those states, He was a good
winner, At that time, though,
vou would find very few Sams
m the Group ving. Today, you
do see Sams in Groups and win-
ning Bests in Show.

Ko you think the breed has
becatne more propler ?

Oh. ves, very much so.

Has that helped or harmed the
freeel #

1 really don't feel it has done
it any good, People may not
agree with me, but that i the
way I feel: There are just oo

|
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Dan with Dart and Dare.

many out there now. When
they are harder to get. then peo-
ple take more ol an interest and
pay more attention to what they
are doing as far as breeding.

Were they at stud?

Just Dare and Dante; whao
both finished very quickly, 1
didn’t keep a record of how
champions they produced in
their hitters. Tkept track of their
progeny for a while, but then [
zave up on 1. After Dan died. 1
ﬁgttrcd I would never have
another dog, so 1 got rid of an
awful lot of paperwork. Dan
wis my husband, and he was
also involved with the dogs. He

Drare and Dart with thew

liirthdday che aned frreients.
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showed the dogs. We both
enjoyed showing, but 1t took
him a long time to get started.
He got started because 1 got sick
one Hme going to-Santa Barbaria.
He had o take my place, and
then he decided he liked it

Who was your best dog?

I would have to put Dare
and Dante on an equal basis.
Each in their own way were spe-
cial. They were both good win-
ners. Dante was much taller
than Dare. but they were both
still within the standard. They
both had pood movement.

Did you alse fiwish them i
Canacla?

Dorsids of Dratverlene.
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Dyan vorth Dare, LaVFera with Dante, Beverly Millkan with Kan-Do, and Many fo Reimbel zoith a pup.

No, I was just a couple of

points away. [ never went back.

Which wwas your buggest winner?

| am not sure, | can't com-
pare Dare and Dante, as far as
which was the beést. They were
equally nice dogs. Dondi was
also a fine-looking dog, untl the
judge saw him move toward
him. He was so barrel-chested
that we just stopped showing
him. Then we had Duffy, but
he-didn't last very long. He got
ill aned had to be put to sleep.
Then we had a dry spell an
dogs for a while. We had Dobri
who hated the show ring, and
Devlin, who liked the show ring

and was a handlul to show.
When Dan got his judge's
license, he just stopped showing
dogs. He didn't feel it was right;
he said you were either a judge
or an exhibitor, but he didn't
want 10 be both. He went into
Judging,

Dised you comdtaiee to shaie?

No.

”’?ﬁlr did Dian decidle th become a
priidme?

Because he liked dogs, and
he knew his dogs. He could
look at a dog. and know right
away whether that was a dog for
him to be glmlt'mg up. He didn'
sare 4t a Gog for a !G}['I-FE tme to

tell. He had an eye for a dog.

8o you think there &5 something o
that plrase, “an eye for @ dog?”

Yes, there is. When vou ¢an
pick a dog out on the first go-
round. and going over him, vou
know your dogs. It can't really
be taught; it has to be in you wo
know your dogs. Sure, you can
read books and sav, “This is the
way I should go.” but when you
sce that dog n the ring, it may
not be what that book s telling
VOUL

D}n!l f}{.‘.'?_ ||r.r'r'.lr et beeanse fie
been an wwner/handler, that mads
fim @ better udge?

I believe so. When the dogs
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came into the ring; first he
would look for the whaole dog.
His main thing was movement;
he was very strong on move-
ment. Then the structure of the
dog was next. He died before
he wene further in any other
hreeds.

Do you _feel shneing fas changed
i ot aver the past 40 years?

Yes, when we showed in the
‘60z and “70s; there were very
few handlers in the ring, for one
thing. Now there are several
handlers at one ume in the ring,
To be honest with vou, 1 feel the
judges place a lot of emphasis on
wha is on the other end of the
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Ch. Darius King Qf Snowrtdge.

Yes, I de. Some of the
judges should go over the stan-
dards again, though. They need

lead. Of course, a lot of people some of them; not all of them. great if not greater.
will disagree with me, especially There are a lot of owner/han- D yore feel thal fudang i gener-
the judges. But I feel they do,  dlers who have dogs just as  al o far?
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to study,

Is the Sunmiy standard w pood
e s

[ feel it s great. I wouldn'y
change any of it. There are
some controversies about the
standard, bot 1 stay away from
that, I don't show anyvmaore, so
I don’t get into all that.

The Settnyed C{.:_.'r.':fﬂ'g_r',

Ch. Darius Kinig OF Suoreridge.

When yoir were showmg, fouw
.."m'_:.‘m.[ ot r:'.f.lm.ll 1;:.-'."!.'.!?.:: |'.|l.'1-' r.I'eJlE{ J’{'rer'.f]'
and fresenting it ?

That was Dan’s work! He
had to get the dog all ready to
go in the show ring. He was
goad at it. He had the best
teacher in the world, Helene
Spathold. She taught him every-

thing he knew. In fact, if he saw
a dog that he didn't ke when
he was showing, as far as the
way it was groomed. he would
stop and help the person groom
thew dog. He didn't care if the
dog was up agmnst him. He
would always help people out.
it ke feel the dogs you shawed
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were adeguately recarded?

Yes. We showed mostly
here in California, and some in
Canada, as well as Montana and
Utah and other states. 1 believe
the ‘quality of Sammys was
about the same in all those
regions, They were similar.

Did you ever want fo question



any af the fudges” dectstons when you
were extbnting?

Yes, but T didn't. T was gen-
erally sausfied with the AKC's
judging procedures:

Dl yor- mole any lendency i the
Judging T pul up rrj'ug.r more Hhan
bitehes or vice versa?

No, I never paid any atten-
tion to that.

Which dog was your biggesi
chearacler?

Probably Dante. He was a
thief! If we had anything laying
in the front room, he would go
in there and help himself. Or if
I had a party and he wanted
something, he went in there and
wok it. He had no thought for
repercussions; he knew nobody
was going to hurt him. This
was his house,

Do you have a favoride story &
shere about im?

1 have one but it is not very
nice. When [ went into the hos-
pital for surgery, he decided
“somebody” (I} was missing, so
he used the hall Tor a wetting
post until T got out of the hospi-
tal. Then he stopped wetting in
the halll That was why he got
the nickname, “Peepot.” He
had several names, though.
Some people called him “Ham-
bone,” because he was such a
ham in the ring. He had a gpood
attitucle.  He was great, quite a
showman, He was a happy dog,

At the time you were first stari-
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ing, haw did you choose dogs or what
wiere you-fookmg for?

We really didn't know, We
just wanted a big, white dog.
Dan picked the dogs, and he
was just looking for healthy
pups at that tme. We didn’t
have in mind just because we
bought one that we weré going
to show it. Those we didn’t
show, we kept. We didn't farm
them out somewhere. They
lived in the hotuse with the rest
of the dogs, and they were
groomed cach week; like all of
the dogs. They always had a
show groom,

We stopped showing Dondi
because of s barrel-chest, The
judges winild like him, and they
would say, “Now, move him
again,” so we would move him
again. Here he would come, but
they would just shake their
heads. Dobri just hated the
show ring; he was happy until
he got to the edge of the ring,
and then his il went down and
yvou couldn’t do anything with
him, Then Devlin loved the
show ring, but he didn’t want w
stand still. He didn't finish, he
was three points away when
Dan got his judging license.

I couldn’t handle Devlin; he
was small but he was powerful.
He never learned what the word
“no” meant, The one thing that
Devlin did that upset Dan was
he got on the table, He was sit-

ting on the table once. and Dan
didn’t know he did that unul he
walked in on him one day. He
picked him up and put him on
the ground, T was on the phone
and he wanted to “help” me!
(laughter} They weren't spoiled,
you know,

What was your kemnel set-ap
hifke?

We didn't have a kennel,
When we worked, we did sepa-
rate the dogs. Fight hours
together would be too much!
Onther than that, we had no ken-
nel. The house was their ken-
nel! They all lived in the house,
slept together and ran together.

We never had any problems
until we got Dobri. 1 don't
know what happened to him; he
liked to pick on Devlin, but not
o often, Just once in a while,
Caring for all males was preny
casv. When they weren't in
shows, Dan would groom them
all every Tuesday nmight. They
all got brushed just like they
were gomg 1o a show, Then of
course, the ones that went Lo
shows, he really worked them
OVET,

Did he wse any special products
far g?rwj;.rn}fg Ir:[:.l!-. o Miem 2

Mo, just a slicker brush, It
was interesting, though, a lot of
times a judge would run his
hands over Dare's coat looking
for something, but there was
nothing there to look for. We

never put anything on the coats,
His coat just stood out, he had a
beautiful coat. Dante did, too.
They should have; Dare’s father
was Rakandi of Drayalene, and
he was an outstanding dog. He
had an outstanding coat, and
behind him was Youck of Whate
Chiff. Of course, he was an out-
standing dog, too. They had
great pedigrees. We didn't
know anything about pedigrees;
we just wanted that dog.  But
you soon learn about pedigrees
and what is behind them.

Dobri came out of Dante
and a different bitch, and Deviin
came from Dante. We took
puppies back instead of a fee.
They were more or less all from
Snowridge and Drayalene. 1
don’t think Helena Spathold of
Drayalene really had a kennel:
she was set up more like | was,
Her dogs were “people,” just
like mine.

When you weere showing, what
were somie of the problems you encoin-
tered alomg the way?

Just learning how to show,
mamnly. You had to learn how
to stack your dog, and how to
follow instructions. But you
learn quick,

Did you kave any funny or
embarrassing moments i the ring?

No, but [ jumped a judge
one time in the ring, He put up
a limping dog over my dog. 1
wias a novice, and I didn't know

Dante, shove and left.
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I could call him on that, We
had a little argument in the ring.
Nothing happened; he went his
way and I went my way. He
wouldn't tell me why he put up
the limping dog, except that it
wiis a heek of a good dog, which
I agree, it was a fine dog, But it
limped, so it shouldn't have
gone up. [ was a novice and 1
didn't realize that was a reason
ter excuse a dog,

We both, Dan and [, did a
lot of stewarding. I sdll steward
aday. I enjoy being around the
E:L{}plc I don't do many Sam
rings: I usually do other breeds,
Itis smn{[hm‘a, 1o do; when you
are retired, you can't just sit
home and feel sorry for yvour-
self,

When you are cvalwating a
Sarmmy, fne would o deserihe your
idenl Sa ARy ?

First of ‘all, it has to have
good movement, .'\,I;lin]:.'. It s
good structure that matters,
The coat 15 Just the cng on the
cake, I look for a dog like Dare,
or like Dante. They are two dil
ferent type dogs. One judge
made a remark one time, some-
one asked why she put Dare up.
She said, “This is a show, and 1
am looking for a show dog.
That is what he remunds me uf

I hike a bear head, more or
less. All of my dogs were males,
so 1 didn't pay much attention
to the females, They have to
have good, dark eves; a liude bix
slanted but not wo much. Eye
color is very important to me; |
want the dark eye. A light eve
takes away from the dog, it
doesn't give as much expression
as the dark eve. Good black
points, tog, which we were
iuc..-a,':' with.

The ears have ta stand
straights they can’t be floppy,
They shouldn’t be too big,
either, [t (l:,]:u.ml:: on the size of
the dog. If it 5 a smaller dog,
Vi don't want a big ecar
Diante’s ears were a litcle bit big-
ger. In the front, I like a good
chest, but not a wide chest.
Angulation hasto be good.
i r".' Some fd”_‘rl ||Ir||’j,'i "’HJJH’

aned ’f.'uli'.'.k’ fruad ni s "r-'r\'lr

Bec '.’tIJ'&L vou can set them up
to look that way. You can bring
their legs in, or move them out
farther - VUL €an set p.m abowt
any dog to look Lm:LE in the
ring.
 How should they move, in:the
Srant and from the sicle?

They should reach out, they
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Ch. Darss Rarlah Cheetal,

should not pitty-pat.

Moo should @ Sammy moze i
the rear, aned gomng mway?

They should be swraight in
the back. You don't want to-sce
a cowhocked dog or something
like that. You don’t want wide
movement, and vou sure don't
want cowhocks,

I youe could vate the whole de
on a point seele of 100, hase many
Ponts coawld you guwe the fead?

I like to say from one o wen,
and I would say about eight
poims.  Movement would have
to be ten points.
emphasis on movement, and the
structure of the dog. The way
the dog 15 built is imporiant.
They have to have soundness
and balance.

Hew do you rvate tipe, tenferi-
aent anel sounelness i order of fnpor-
|'r.'.'.'rt'.F

They have to have tempera-
ment. If they have bad tempera

I place a lot of

“Dhante,”

ment, forg
number one,
be sound.

Hevy gortant s pegmend, and
would you breed o a dag that fad
aity wnissing plement?

That would depend on if a
little pigment was missing, a
LITTI

When you did your breedings,
faw elicl yon Jmm youer bitehies?

lll(.\ were brought 1o us.
They heard about our dogs, and
figured they would complement
their bitches, We didn't do that
much breeding. We talked to
the people, looked at their peds-
orees and OFAs, etc.

What was a siud fee at that
e

It was about 5100, We start-
ed in 1961, and Dan died in
1988, 50 it was about twenty
vears. For a long time, we
didn’t lnu‘ alot of involvement.
although we always had the

tit! Temperament is
and they have to
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SCA Speaally Wnner, Best of Breed, Avgwit 14, 1970,

dogs, T have not had dogs since
he died, though,

Wes it yottr expertenee that coal
wes veny mgortant o winnmg i e
nngs

No. If I'had a pood dog that
could move and the structure
wits there, I wouldn't worry wo
much about the coat.

What should be the relattonship
afl the chest u'l-"‘.-JJ.".JJ to the rest |-'||"-Hrr'
dow; shonld the chest come to or below
the elbony, and hero sndny dogs have

you seen that howestly came to the

efbon

I néver paid that much
attention!

Wikal 5 an ideal fromt, or what
Ernd J_J,‘llu{fl.i.lu'ﬁ u'l.'..n'.‘l_ ot e 10 e Dreeed
wohen you wtere shotng?

When we were showing, we
had a lot of good frons. They
weren't oo wide, There really
were a lot of nice dogs in the
ring at the time we were in the
ring.




Deseribie the corvect fopiline, and b
it functranal or for beawly?

It is functional, I would say.
You need a straight wpline in a
Sammy. Itis part of their move-
micnt,

What i the ideal height for a dog
ctnnel at Ditch?

A dog is supposed to be 23
1/2 inches, but if a dog is over
that and it is a good-looking
dog, | don't think it should be
penalized, Dante was at least
24, maybe 24 1/2. He was never
penalized that I know of. Bitch-
es are smialler.

Have you seen a lenency fou el
“bigger o betler” in the Sammys?

Not necessarily. 1 like the
big dogs. Dare was not a big
dog, but L do like a big dog, one
that really gets out there and
moves and shows his stuff,

What s the ideal tatl length and
lnc'f?

The tail has to go over the
back down to the hoeks, T have
scenr a few bad tails; seme: that
had a curl in them. It is sup-
posed to go over the back real
nice,

What ts an ideald foot?

A tight paw,

Do you think dogs with bad feet
shotdd he wsed

Well, with the right bitch, it
could maybe be corrected,

What is the dddeal temjrerament 2

Happy! They should be
smiling, not growling. I haven’t
seen many SamlJ}'eas with bad
temperaments,  What few times
we had Dondi in the show ring,
in the ring hewas an angel, but
outside of the ring, you didn't
want to come near Dan or me or
his dogs. In the ring, he was just
a big angel, but he wasn't in the
FINg too often.

Wihat are the most serous faults
i the breed boday?

Some of the back ends have
a lot ta be desired. Some of
them are too narrow. Owerall,
the dogs in the ring today are
pretty good. I don't think they
should be criticized that much.

Do you think the populartzation
wis more helpful or harmfid to the
breed ¥

It has been harmful, There
is too much inbreeding, A lot of
people like to use what they
have, and what they have is
good. but once in a while, you
have to go ouwside of what you
have.

What iwere the mas! conttion
Saults you saze back when you were
shaionig?

Some had the wide front

The Samoyed Onarierly

ends, like Dondi. 1 wouldn't
criticize oo much, though. The
breed has been managed pretty
well overall. T-am no expert,

and everybody has their own

OPIons,

Dy you think thampiions showld
by Specaled?

Yes, because if they are good
enough to get their champi-
onships, then they are good
enough to be specialed. Fora
period of ume anyway, to sce
how they do. 1 specialed two of
our dogs, and they both did
well. The first was Dare, Ch.
Darius King Of Snowndge, and
then the second was Dante, Ch.
Darius Karlak Cheetal. Fora
while, just about every show
they walked mio, they won: At

Zane af Redweood J"J'.lrjr‘m‘e’ 19641,

that time, they were great,

Dhan’s greatest joy was doing
the SCA specialty.  Just being
asked was an honor for him.
Then a couple of years later, he
got asked back o the same tern-
tory, but with a different club.
It 'wasa't SCA. He had 173
dogs that entered at this one spe-
cialty, and the judges at that
time could only da 175, At that
time, all he judged was Sammys,

Wy did you both fike the Sam-
npys enough fo shick with them for s
Loz ?

Because it is a friendly
breed, and a good breed, It was
a family breed, and with us not
hiaving any children, they fit
right in perfectly, Now the best
breed for me is a good old cat.
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(laughter)

One cat put me in the hospi-
tal; she scratched me and bit me.
I wouldn't part with her,
though. She is part of the fami-
Iy, More of a “watch” cat than
my dogs cver were; she grawls if
someone heads for the gate.

Wy did yau decide ot ta hewe
another dog after your husband died?

Because he did all the
srooming on them. Besides, at
my age, it is hard. If I were
twenty or 30 years younger, |
would think about it. But not
when you hit my age.

When you e stud dogs, did you
ety the matings along, or were Hey
ntteral or confrolled ¥

We always held the male so
he couldn't get hurt.  OF course,



Dante thought mating was the
dirtiest thing in the world. He
hited it. He did not like it. He
would do it, finally, but he
didn’t think that was the best
thing for him to be doing, 1
never saw another dog like that
in my life!

Do you_feel a siud fee shonld be

The Seni ned Quarierly

Dierins Temogyn OF Sanacha, “Devitn,” Best of Winsers.

the same for a freoven and waproen
dng, regardioss of titles?

Yes. I do. Some of your
unproven dogs are beuter than
the praven dogs, It depends on
what the people want in the
hackground, in the pedigree:
too. You have to look at it and
see if that is what you are look-

ing for.

Dhd you ever refuwe fo service @
biteh, and zoly?

Yes, if T qust didn'e like her.
If T didn't like her temperament
or didn't feel the quality was
there.

Werdd you dreed to a bitch wrth
o very serious fawlt i she were oul-
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daridng in otfer areas?

No. I wouldn't.

What fecults weonld keep you from
breseding il a Batch?

For ane thing, if she was wo
small. Or if she didn’t stand up
to what Dan thought she should
be.

I i a good idea fo breed o the



winning dog or bitch regareless of

the pedierees?

J‘Q‘{igw;f course not. Some-
times your op-winning dog isn't
always the best match. A big
name is: fine, but 1t ducsn t
always produce the best,

vt many {iters do you feel a
buteh should have?

If I had a batch, she would
not be bred after she was five
years old. She might be bred
every other year, but that is all.
The youngest [ would breed
would be a.ﬁcr she had her OFA
number, that is about a year old
or s0. Mot before. I don’t think
we need that many dogs out
there, and why wear yaur bitch
out? [ wouldn't want to have a
child eve r!

Wr‘m:rfou}:?':am.’ pippiter bk, fotw
did you start training them?

We used a choke chain, just
a litde bit at a tme. They were
never foree-trained, We took
them to matches and walked
them around shopping malls.
We didn't let people pet them,
but we ook them out.

When you zot yo Mf:rﬁ Jufifn,
what gualifies did you look for?

Probably some show quali-
ties, but that really didn’t make
any difference. If it was a dog
we liked, that was the dog we
wanted. Whether it turmed out
to be show quality or pet qual
ty. it didn’t maner, We wanted
a big fuzzy white ball. (laughter)
We liked dogs with personality,
and we were very lucky in that
category.

At the tume that you were show-
g, what kennels did you {ike, besides
Snorwridge?

Snowridge was my priority.
We liked her attitude and the
way she weated us. She was a
very responsible breeder, and

that was important, She is in
Dachshunds now. _
At what age dlid you feel pupibied

showld go to thetr new homes?

At eight weeks, that is when
we got ours. They were pretty
casy for Dan to evaluate at that
age. When we went to sce
Dante, we were not going (o get
him. Dan didn't want any more
dogs. We went back the second
time, and I said, 1 want that
dog!” So the dog came home
with us. He just didn't want any
more dogs at the time; we
alrr:ad had three.

ere yin looking mere for pets wf
that rmu'?

Yes, I think so, \‘A-c enjoved
showing, and the pcoﬁ Most
of the bme, that is. We met a
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lot of nice people. 1 don’t keep
in touch with 1o many of them
anymore. Tt is easy to make
friends in the dog world il you
are not competition.

What did you feed your dogs?

Mr. Morgan would go out
and buy the highest-priced ham-
burger he could find, and that
was cooked with all kinds of
vegetables. T could eat the cheap
hamburger, but they had the
good hamburger! (laughter] OF
course, we used a lot of kibble,
oo,

Dhd you feed aiy supplements?

We used Per Tabs, It kept
them pretty healthy.

How did you condition your
g ?

We just let them run. They
played together. Mavbe we
were teo protective of the dogs,
I don't know, but we never took
them hiking or anything. We
started at another house, but it
had a big yard, wo. We kept
them in the garage when we
worked; they each had a stall,
We had four stalls, so they had
a good section to stay in.  Our
property is all fenced, of course.

Did you ever scissor ar trim
whitsters?

At that ume., we could trim
whiskers, OfF course, we always
trimmed the hocks and the fect,
but no body hair. You are
NOT supposed to trim body
hair. You see it occasionally
now, You didn't see it then as
much as in recent vears. [ do
not believe in sculpturing a dog:
this takes away from thewr beau-
ty-and anvone who knows Sams:
can tell.

What kennels ddo you ltke today?

[ won't recommend a person
who is bragging ora “pusher” 1o

sell their pups,

Wanld yor reconmend for feople
wht are going t gzm'rfue.sf a fie fo go
to the big hennels !

Not necessarily.

What advice would you give to

Jl'.wj;fr- woher are lonkeng far a puppn?

I would recommend some-
one to question the people, to
see if the dogs have been x-
rayed and il their eyes have
been checked. Be wery careful
whatever kind of conwract they
s, Loo,

Wonld you recommend for freofle
Just starting out to join a focal breed
dub, a natonal Sreed did, or an all
Breed el ?

A local breed club would be
best. then SCA. That way they
are just with the one breed that
they want. Then you can go on
1o an all breed club if vou want
later. If you can get in, that is.
Some cluobs are closed; they
have the people they want and
that is 1.

Do you' feel the parent club is
doing enongh o educate fudges and
e mewmbers ?

I believe so. They are very
good, very strong.

D you feel there i rfrk?:reﬂe fe-
erature aoailable on Sarniys?

If people want it, yes. Our
club puts out a book, Samoyed
ﬁu!aiw. Several people wrote in
that book, Jan Kauelarich did a
good job, and Dan wrote some-
thing on grooming in there. Ieis
prewy good. lots of fine informa-
tiotn.

Do you wse a computer for any of
our elagzy activities?

No.

Do you have any funny or miber-
esting stories ahowt your dogs or expe-
rietices i clogs thet you wand do share?

No, we weren't really mix-
i

How long have you lved i this
location, and where did you live
befare?

We have been lhere since
1968, We moved here because
it was bigger, both for us and for
the dogs. We always hved in
Richmond,

Whet el you and Dan di for a

:'rtrm%

AN WHS 8 SUPETVISor at
Mare Island Naval Yard in
Vallejo. 1 waorked in an office as
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a payroll clerk,

Hotw did the dogs and all those
years you spent sﬁummg ﬂgﬁm’ Your
ifestyle?

]I: really didn't. We did buy
this place with the vard in mind
for the dogs.

What were the benefits of betng
ui the dogs

We met-a lot of great peo-
ple. We got to travel a lot, 1o,
We enjoved the dogs and the
companionship, The dogs were
always amusimg. Sammys are
always good for a laugh.

What were the drawhacks of
betng m the dogs?

ere were none for us,

Did you feel that it was worth it?

Every bit of it! T would do it
again in a heartbear.

When you were shownng, died you
have any feelings as an exhibitor
abowd the :m'wf Savorite, mid the
applanse?

I don't believe in it, myself.
If you can’t clap for all the dogs,
don’t clap for any of the dogs.

What were your feelings concermn-
s bencheel shones?

I enjoyed them. Of course,
at that time we only had twe,
ane in Oakland and one in San
Francisco. Now we have one, in
San Francisco. Dan didn't like
the benched shows, but T did, I
liked them for the people.

Do yeu feel of someone has an
for a dig, they should be able to fudge
any breed wwell?

I believe so0.

Are there any fudges fust or pre-
sent zehom you veally resprect?

Joseph Fagle. He always put
Dante up: he never dumped
him. When I walked into the
ring with another dog, he {lat
wold me; "When are vou going
1o bring me another dog like the
one you used to show? He was
prewy to-the-poine,

What did you think about the
dress of exiibedors? Do you feel it
influenees the juecges?

The judge might take .a
peck, but I don't think they are
going to be influenced by the
low necks and all that seaff, |
mean, they see so much of it it
is just like a doctor. It is an
everyday thing 1o them.

You have frained your dogs over
the years, but what have the dogs
tatight you?

Tolerance!

I there anyihing we haven't cop-
ered, or anything you would like to
balk about?

Not really, but I'd like to
thank you for mmmg out!

Thank you, LaVera. +




