


Samoyed People

The Samoyed Quarerly Talks With
John and Carel Chittum
BELAYA
Sierra Madre, California

Part Il

This interview was conducted in
September, 1985, at the home of John
and Carol Chittum by Brenda E. Abbott.

Do you think advertising influ-
ences judges?

Carol: Oh, I think it probably does at
the Group level; I'm not sure it does at the
Breed level that much, at least in Sam-
mies. | know a little bit about one other
breed (Whippets) and | don't think it has a
great deal to do with it there, either.

Do you mean on the class level, or
for Best of Breed?

Carol: Onthe class level. Possibly it
does make a difference for Best of Breed
if a dog is being heavily campaigned; yes,
it could have an influence.

John: It probably does; judges ars
human. This goes along with what we
ware saying before about the judge's
competency and his own convictions. Do
they know enough to pick adog, ordo thay
feel safer going with a dog that they know
has won before? Somebody else has put
the “seal of approval” on this dog and so
they are safe and will go along with that, if
they really had strength and knew what

they wera doing and still put the dog up,
fine. lfthat is the best dog on that day, go
with .

Carol: | don't complain about a judge
or complain about losing if | feel that judge
has done a knowledgeable job, and a fair
job. This is not always the same thing.
Sometimes a person who is a new judge
to a breed and comes from another breed
brings a different frame of reference. That
doesn'l even bother me; say, for example,
if a parson has been a German Shepherd
breeder and is now judging Samoyeds. I
doesn't bother me if they look for all the
dogs with a lot of reach and drive; at least
they are looking for something that is
consistent and they are obviously apply-
ing their previous experiencetothe breed.
| don't take exception to that if | see a
pattern or feel the judge has found the
“right” dog for him. Where | complainis “a
littie of this handler, a little of that handler,”
and | wonder a bit and might be less than
happy withthat jobof judging. |willusually
give a judge twotimes because | feel each
is a different situation. The dogs are not
always in the same condition, and usually
itisn't the same group of dogs twice. | will
even give the judge a dog of my own twice
because of these varying conditions.

John: More than that, if you simply
fesl comfortable with what this judge has
done.

Carol: Right, maybe my dog wasn'tin
the best condition that day. | will always

give a judge at leasttwo times. Itis wrong
to condemn a judge onone day of judging,
aven a breeder/judge.

John: Of course, it is silly to take a
dog and anter it if the judge is obviously
looking for something else and your dog
doesn't even come close. You look at
yourdog and you look at what want up and
you decide to bring the “other” dog next
tima!

Do you think having a profes-
sional handler enhances your chances
of winning In the ring?

John: It depends.

Carol: Ithink it absolutely does if the
handler does abetter jobof prasenting the
dog than the owner does. I doesn't mat-
ter how good the dog is if he is straining at
the lead, or has his ears back the whole
time, or if he is not groomed properly. K
doasn’tmatter how good he is underneath
it all; if he is not presented wall, he is not
going to win. A handler can make a
differenca in that respect. On the class
leval, | don't think it makes a difference in
terms of it just being the handler; f the
handler is presenting the dog better, then
he makes a difference. On the Best of
Ereed level, again, if a dog is being cam-
paigned, that can have an influenca with
an insecure judge. At the Group level, it
probably does have an influence with
some judges, and with others it doasn't
matter a particle. Handling, whather it is
by an owner or a professional handler,
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| has a great deal to do with what happens
| to a dog in the ring.

John: Absolutely. Presentation is
part of what you are thare for; this is a

| showand youare“selling™aproduct, if you

want to put it in really straight terms. The
batter job you do, the better chance your
dog will have. However, this doesn't
mean necessarily that the dog that is
presented the most impeccably will win if
the judge is always looking at the dog, but
it gives you a better chance over the dog
that is not presented well, You can have
a wonderful dog, but if it is bounding
around the ring, the judge has every right
to refuse thatdog, or not put it up. Owners
have a responsibility in presenting their
dogs. There are some people who simply
aren't good handlers, and won't be forone
reason of another. But most people can
learn, and because it is their dog and they
spend the time with it, they have the pos-
sibility of doing as well or better than a
professional handler. Forthose reasons,
thare is no reason why a professional
handler should have the advantage as far
as just being a professional.

Carol; | get amused at people who
complain about handlers winning and
they don't look at WHY handlers win.
They win becausa they do a battar job in
many cases in the grooming or the han-
dling or both, But given everything equal,
| think under the majority of judges, an
owner has just as good a chance as a
handler. i the owner is as well-groomed
himseli or herself, # the dog is well-
groomed and well-presented in the kind of
superb condition that one thinks that a
handler is going to present a dog, they
have an equal chance.

John: This is a job to these profes-
sionals. They have a responsibility to do
the best they can in presenting their dogs
or they will not have the dog to handle, or
any subsequent dogs to handle if they
can'tdo it.

Carol: Asanowner, you havetohave
that same attitude yourself. You have 1o
have the attitude that this is really impor-
tant, and important enough to learn how to
doitreally well. Itisn't enough just to own
a good dog.

How do you like fo see a Samoyed
move?

John: Well. (Laughter)

How well?

Carol: On a loosa [ead, not too fast.
It does not take a foot race to show the
dog's gait. Relaxad, not strung up. These
arent Terriers and they shouldn't be
shown like Terriers; I've nothing against

Ch. Belaya Anja Padrushka.

Terriers, mind you, it is just not the proper
way 1o show a Sammy, in my opinion.
Ideally, we hope that at an extended trot
the Samoyed is going to singletrack,
which means that the four feet converge
toward the center line of the body. One
doesn't see a whole lot of singletracking
and | get amused when | hear somecne
criticize a dog who is actually singletrack-
ing for being too close infront or rear. We
need to read the standard. i youtalkatall
to people who sled successfully, the dog
has got to be able to trot efficiently. Itcan't
trot efficiently without singletracking,
which means not maving like a Terrier, it
means converging on the center line with
all four feet at the right speed without
wasted motion.

John: While they are moving differ-
ently in the ring than when they are pulling
a sled, it is still atrot. A Samoyed should
not have a short, croppy gait.

Caral: It should be ground-covering,
with a long stride. Covering the most
territory with the fewest steps.

Is there anyone, past or present,
whom you respect for their eiforts on
behalf of the breed?

Carol: Oh, golly yes. Several paople.
| think | would have to start with Agnes
Mason, who is with us no longer, but what
she did certainly had a great influence an
us. | would have lo mention the Krausses
because | think they have done a very
good job with the goals that they've set for
themselves, and they've made a good
influence onthe breed, | admire what Kay
Bailey is doing because she started out
first as a person who was interested
mainly in sledding. She has now made
many of her sled dogs champions, and
she really kind of renewed my interest in
keeping going because she is working
with dogs that come down from some of
our old dogs. To back up abit, one of the
reasons we chose Ruble for one of our
first breedings was because he was a
working sled dog on an all-champion, all-
male, Samoyed team for Madeline Druse
atthat time. |don't know how she would
have raied in comparison to other breeds
that were sledding at the time, but it im-
pressed us that she had dogs that could all
work together and who were competitive.

John: There are lots of pecple who
have made contributions to the breed,
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and people who influenced us earlier.

Carol: The Kauzlarichs certainly had
an influence on us interms of helping us o
find out information on the dogs behind
our ariginal dogs. Jan was one of the first
paople who really showed me, taught me,
to look at a pedigree and figure cut what is
important and what isn't. That has cer-
tainly been a durable influence on me.
There are many people who have talked
to us over the years, told us stories of older
dogs. Ed and Gertrude Adams, because
Gertrude, through the illustrated stan-
dard, has probably had a profound influ-
ence on the breed; at least | hope she has
and | hope the standard has. The work
that sha did with the standard committes,
which was actually headed by Agnes
Mason, was so important. At a couple of
different points in modern history, the
Samoyed Standard has been revised. At
one point, for example, there was a "point
systemn,” where the head had so many
paints and so forth, and that was dropped
after one set of ravisions. Gerirude had
the task of taking all the measurements of
these more than 100 champions and
translating that into a visual form. This has
influenced, certainly, some of us who are
aware of the illustrated standard. It should
be used by present breeders as a teach-
ing too! for their puppy people, and again,
| would like to see the SCA do alittle more
with it in terms of using it as a teaching tool
for judges. In that respect, | think
Gertrude's work will have had a really
durable value and a profound influence on
the shape of the breed in the years to
come,

John: Bob and Dolly Ward have had
an influence on us and on the breed.

Carol: Absolutely, and | think espe-
cially with the idea that | mentioned earlier
in Bob's early work with sledding. The
kind of temperament that he found he
could work with at that time, which came
from his Ch. Starchak, who was a Rex of
White Way son. That has certainly had an
influence, not just on us but on the breed,
because the dogs they had several gen-
erations down from Starchak that, uHfi-
mately for us, led to Ivan. He was da-
scended directly from the male line of
Starchak. Their work in chronicling the
history of the breed and simply as propo-
nents of the breed over the years can't be
overlocked as a contribution. | guess it
would be a fairly safe statementto say that
that early group of the Wards and the
Mascons and the Adams had an effect on
the breed that is still being seen in many of
the present-day top winning lines and

kennals.

Did you ever do any obedience
training with your dogs?

Carol: Absolutely. lvan had a CD
and Tony had a CD and Peppers did not!
(Laughter)

Was that due to a lack of effort on
Peppers' part?

Caral: No, it was due to the fact that
Peppers did everything | ever wanted him
to do in the ring and on the trail. He was
awonderful backpacker and a very moun-
tain-wisa dog, and yst for him obadience
was a catastrophic bore; he really couldn't
stand to do it over and over, and it was a
question of how many times | could stand
the frustration of him not doing it perfectly
enough to get a score. | finally decided
that it wasn't worth . Ivan, on the other
hand, was another story. He had his CD,
and he was a ringwise dog; he would
choose each different trial to fail a particu-
lar exercise at, although he would never
make a mistake in class. |think it took us
fourteen orfifteen obediencatrials, butthe
firsttime up hetook aleg, and he was High
Scoring Samoyed in the show (all breed
show). Each time out atter that he would
pick something different to blow at each
show, and | swear he would do it on
purpase! He once followed me like Mary's
lambtothe end of the ring on the recall. He
got ascore of 196 at our specialty onetime
after not working for several weeks. |
showed him another time at Del Monte
and he did the whaole heel free from thres
feet behind me, perectly! He sat three
feat behind me and never once caught up.
He would do that sort of thing because he
had a sense of humor, | swear, and he did
these things just 1o keep me humble. We
finally just didn't do anything for months
and John took him in stone cold and got
his third leg, and John had never aven
been in the obedience ring before. |think
Tony finished his in about five trials. He
failed one because it was freezing cold in
February and it was on bare cement that
was wet. He didn't want to sit in the
puddles and | didn't blame him!

Did you do a lot of backpacking
with Peppers?

Carol; Yes, he carried between 20
and 24 pounds. He carried his own food
and most of Peter's belongings because
Peter was about six and seven years old
at the time and too young to really carry
very much. Peppers allowed us fo do
quite a lot of nice backpacking with Pater,
even though Peter was too young to carry
much, He was very wise, would never cut
a switchback, wouldn't leave us, didn't

chase the marmets, and was just gener-
ally a good boy. He was very smart and
just had a knack for it. We never had
enough dogs at that time to have a team,
although | think he probably would haye
been just fine on a team. |think we only
ran him once with the Adams one tima
with Tracier and Tony Tiga justforfun. We
didn't have enough adult dogs atone tima
to do it ourselves. But Peppers found his
niche with the backpacking and | just
couldn’t see pushing the point on the
obedience business. He was just sg
bored with it, and he did it all, but not in the
right sequence when | wanted him to,

| know Peppers’ registered nama
was Ch. Belaya’s Sargeant Pepper.
Did you get that from the song by the
Beatles?

Carol: Yes, Andy was six at the time
he was a puppy and he named him. We
hadtaken Andy to seethe Yallow Subma-
rine with Sargeant Pepper's Lonely
Hearts ClubBand; Sargeant Pepperinthe
movie was this funny little sargeant who
stood with his chest stuck out very prop-
erly at attention. We came home from the
movie, the Iitter was about three weeks
old, and Peppers would always sit like that
with his chin back and his chest sort of
sticking out. Andy said, *“Moemmy, that's
Sargeant Pepper.” That's where the
name came from, and even as an older
dog he always sat that way.

How Important Is training to win-
ning?

John/Carol: Hf's everything!

Carol: Winning is not an accident
these days, with the competition the way
itis now. You haveto have adogthatyou
can depand on to do what you need it to
do, when you need it to do it. Whether it's
standing and staying or whether it's trot-
ting nicely at your side on a nice loose
lead, it is absolutely essential.

John: It's part of the presentation and
working with encugh that you and the deg
are part of a real team working together,

Carol: I'm not sure formal cbedience
training is what we're talking about, but
training to be “obedient” in the show ring?
Absolutely. It is something that can be
done and can be enjoyable for everybody,
and yet | think it has to be a factor for a
successful show dog.

Doyouthinkthe average Samoyed
needs obedience training to be a good
pet?

Carol: Possibly not formal obedience
training, but yes, some training. They
needto learn to “come.” That's essential.
| think they need to learn “ne,” and | think
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thay need to know how to walk on a lead
without pulling the owner's arm off or
straining at the lead to such an extent that
the gait can’t be seen properly. That's
probably one of the single biggest flaws |
see in the show ring; a lot of people have
caught on the baiting and having a dog
stand and bait, but a lot of people still don't
move a dog well. Again, in my own han-
dling classes | recommend to people to go
and watch other breeds and watch the
professional handlers and see how they
look when they move with a dog and when
they stand with a dog. | certainly don't
propose overhandling, and the kind of

| one-armed-paperhanger, Chinese fire-

drill sert of handling that you see with

| some of the professional handlers; | don't

propose that at all. But | do suggest
enough training on the part of the handler
Io be competent and confident, and
enough trainingonthe partof the dogto be
depended upon. You have got to be able
to know that the dog is going to be able to
do it when you need him to do it, stand and
stay when he needs to stand and stay.

What other kind of advice would
you give to a novice who was Inter-
ested In the breed and wanted to breed
and show his own dogs?

Carol: Any novice getting into the
breed should accept the fact that he is
probably going to make some mistakes,
not only in the first dog that he chooses,
but in what he does with it. Don't com-
pound those mistakes, however, by going
with this dog if it isn't good enough. They

| must be willing to accept the fact that they

may not have chosen a proper dog to

‘begin with, and they should be willing to
study pedigrees and breeders enough to
find something that IS good enough to get
them where they want to go even if it

means waiting. Dontgetintait at allif you

don't have patience; the biggest single
‘quality that a breeder needs is patience:

‘patience to watch puppies grow, patience
to wait for them to mature, patience to wait
for the right stud dog to come along.
Patience in every aspect. Patience to
show the dog at the right time, go through
the training, 1o find out how to groom and

‘doit well. This is an expensive hobby and

Unless you are really dedicated o try to

‘Mmake an improvement on the breed, |

don't even think most people should get

Jintobreeding. Go ahead and have a show

dog, fine, but don't bother to breed unless
You are going to study enough to make a
Positive influence on the breed. Rtjustisn't
Worth it otherwise,

John: And you must learn to “select,”

which brings up culling, f we can talk
about such an awful thing,

Carol: Culling can also mean elimi-
nating from the gene pool. We have
culled in evary sense; we've put puppies
down and we've neutered and all of that.

Do you have a spay/neuter con-
tract on your pupples when they are
sold?

Carol: Yes. There is really no good
way around the whole idea that not every
dog ought to reproduce, and it is a matter
of being honest about it. There are so
many dogs now, inthis urban area, espe-
cially, we are a little influenced by the fact
that there are so many dogs. I'd rather
have a really good dog in a home where it
isn't shown than have that home be taken
up by a dog that can't contribute to the
breed. | have put really nice dogs some-
times in just a pet home, but at least | can
be proud of it and if it does happen to be
bred, then I'm not going to be ashamed of
the results - hopefully,

John: We had some friends tell us
one time that people who have horses
understand the need for “selection” a lot

more because not every horsa is “stud
quality.” They geld the majority of horses;
only a very small number are kept for
breeding purposes. By the same token,
only a very small number of dogs are
suitable for breeding.

Carol, I'd like to change the direc-
tion here for a moment. | know you
spent most of the summer overseas.
Would you tell us, informally, some of
your observations?

Carol: Yes, and it is really quite
relevant to talk about this because the
future of Belaya is in France at this mo-
ment. We have exported two bitches of
ourbreeding which are the first two Ameri-
can bred Samoyeds to be exported to
France in modem times. | don't know
about pre-World War Il, One of those
bitches, which is a Ch. Celter's Posed in
Plush (Posey) daughter, is linebrad to
Ivan. She is lvan's granddaughter on one
side and great-granddaughter on the
other side, so she is tightly linebred to
Ivan. She was bred to the Kauzlarich's
Fabri (Ch. Kauzjas' Kwintus Fabrikus)
and the best bitch from that litter was sold

Ch. Los Laika's Belaya Traicer.
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to France. She was then bred to a Franch
champion. The woman who has these
two bitches now has kept a real nice male
from that breeding. Last summer we also
exported to her Belaya's I'm A Pepper
Too, who was the 1982 Sweepstakes
winner, and she will very shortly be bred to
a dog of Kay Bailey's breeding who is in
West Germany. As well as those two
bitches, Michelle also has a bitch from the
Krausses' breeding who is out of Merlin
and an Ivan daughter, so much of our
future is in Michelle’s hands. | hope to
bring back a couple of youngsters from
those breedings at some point in the next
year or 0. '

| saw Samoyeds in France and Ger-
many at two big all breed shows. | would
say just in relation to what we were talking
about before, the Germans do a very nice
job handling; the French - some do and
some don't. It is certainly more casual.
There were not a great number of Sam-
mies at either show; Samoyeds in the
show ring are not very popular as a breed.
They are much more popular for sledding
in both countrigs. There are many more
Sammies sledded in both countries than
| shown, both on purebred teams and
mixed teams. I'd say that the two nicest
dogs that | saw (aside from the dog in
West Germany who wasn't shown that
day) included a young female from Hol-
land who comes down from the Wards'
breeding and a young male who was from
Finland and comes down from Kaularich's
Coco, who is Fabri's brother and was

exported to Sweden several years ago.
The American influence is being feltonthe
Continent, certainly, and | would say quite
positively. [think | could safely say thatthe
influence that some of the English dogs
hawve had recently on the Continent hasn't
been as pleasing to my aye as soma of
what | saw that came down from some of
ourown American dogs. Inboth Germany
and France there is no Samoyed "club.”
There is a Nordic breed club that includes
Sammies, Siberians, Malamutes, Elk-
hounds, Akitas and all of the other Spitz
type breeds, most of which we don't have
in this country. | guess the Finnish Spitz
has now been recognized in the Miscella-
neous class here, and there are a number
of other Spitz breeds that are popular and
being shown in the western European
countries. Some of them are very interast-
ing looking and, obviously, guite closely
related.

It might be interesting for your read-
ers o know that the man in Germany who
has Kay Bailey's dog has had contact with
a Samoyed breeder in Finland who has
traveled in Russia and who has seen
Samoyeds in Russia, atthough the Rus-
sian government officially says that they
don't exist because they don't want to
admit that the Samoyed people ever ex-
isted as a separate culture. Not any more
than they want to admit that the Ukranians
or the Lithuanians, or the Lapthians ex-
isted; it is all now simply "Russia.” Inan
effort to seek that uniformity that they
need for their system of governmant, they

Poppy at 6 months.

have supressed all of the influences and
mention of any of the separate subcul-
tures. Thare is probably some interesting
research to be done if someone had ac-
cass to do it. The article that | translated
tor your book had some interesting refer-
ances to some old texts, and yet it doesn't
seem as if they are accessible anymore.

Some of the other “Laika,” which is
the general term in Russian, had some
very interasting, specific chores. Thereis
one that simply hunts bear, and that's all,
It resembles a cross betwean a Samoyed
and an Akita. They are a very large, very
independent dog; most of the Laika ara
very independent. | spent some time in
Germany talking to some of the breeders
of zome of these different dogs. There is
another of the Spitz breeds that does
nothing but “tree” game, They tree lynxs
and stand there and bark until the hunter
comes to shoot them. That is all they do,
that's their whole task and what they are
bred for. That's what they are still being
used for in the nordic countries. They are

not espacially great pets; they are strictly |

a hunting dog. There are more of those
dogs that are hunters ratherthan herders,
which might give us all some pause fo
think. Interesting, because there has
been a greatl deal of dispute about the
history of the Samoyed and what they
actually did. The two schools of thought
are 1) that they herded, and 2) that they
guarded. After having talked to some of
these people, | would tend to be of the
later school; | expect that they guarded
more than herded. MNone of the others
herd; they all guard or hunt.

John: They are certainly, at least, a
multi-purposa dog. Maybe they did both.
{Laughter)

Carol: That's my husband, the diplo-
mat! Well, it's all a guess anyway, now,

because we don't know for certain, other |

than what the original explorers found out.
It was really interesting to see.

John: Tell them what you told me
about how casual the judging was. If you
wanted to take pictures, you could even
walk into the ring to do it!

Carol: Oh, yes, the handling is very
casual. There are no professional han-
dlers and there are no professional pho-
tographers. After spandingthe better part
of my time at one of the shows OUTSIDE
the ring, frustrated because | didn't have
the right lens, | found out afterwards that
| could have walked right into the ring and
taken pictures and nobody would have
minded. It would never have even oc-
curred to me to ask because, of course,

e
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that isn't done here. As far as the judging
goes, it is painstaking by comparison
because the judge has to do a writtan
critique of every dog he judges. They
judge far fewer dogs in a day, maybe 50,
andthe dogs are benched. One judge had
only seventeen dogs to judge and he took
all day. He could allow himself that luxury
because he didn't have to rush. Thay
have many more judges per showthanwe
do, and you might be an hour in the ring
with eight Open bitches. You are basically
standing there because the judge istaking
the time to go over each dog and write this
critiqua. It is very painstaking. In the FCI
systemn, too, between your first CACIB
and your second CACIB, a year must
elapse; you cannot finish your champion-
ship in less than a year's time, and you
can'tbe under a year when you start, You
can't qualily for a CACIB or the CAC for
any country until your dog is over a year,
50 this means there are no "puppy”cham-
plons, basically. The dog has to be du-
rable and nottall apart; that simply doesn't
happen. I've also noticed that the Euro-
pean breeders are much more patient;
they don't really rush. They can't, be-
cause there aren't as many shows. Al-
though distances are shortar in Europe,
traveling is not as easy as it is here. In
Germany, the autobahn is wonderful, but
inFrance and Belgium they don't have the
same system of freeways that we do here.
We think nothing of driving eight hours;
well, you can drive for eight hours and still
not be all the way across France, Gas is
much more expensive. The people that
show dogs are usually hardcore breeders
and they are really very dedicated. Then,
of course, at every show you have the
inevitable ones that come to that show
because it is in that town and is maost
| accessible tothose people’s pets; youcan
always tell those in the ring just like you
can at an Amarican all breed show. In
Germany they have the additional systam
where somebody from the breed club
comes and looks at your litter and tells you
how many you can register, and whether
or not they will ba confirmad to be able to
be shown. It is a very stringent system,
and cne that Americans would never put
up with, but on the other hand it does
eliminate a certain amount of substandard
animals. It is another form of culling and
a certain kind of selection that the breeder
himself doesn't even do.
Do those puppies have to be put
down?
Carol: No, they just don't allow them
to be registered and their progeny couldnt

Ch. Belaya Sergeant Pepper.

be registered. There is also a different
meniality that I've discerned among the
Europeans, which is that they don't seem
to have the big urge to instantly become
breeders: People are perectly happy to
buy apet and justhave apet, orevenshow
it and just simply still have it as a pet.
There is not this instant breeder syndrome
that we have in this country where some-
body shows adog and thinks the next step
is to autematically breed it. | questioned
my friend, Michelle, on that because |
wanted to know what she did with the
puppies if they don't put them down. Well,
thera are a lot of people who simply want
apetandthat's ALL they want. They want
it to be registerad, but they don't care i
they never bread it or show it,

John: And France has a tremendous
number of dogs.

Carol: They have more dogs per
capita than we do. France is first, then
Germany, then England and then us,
statistically. The Europeans are dotty on
dogs, and, of course, in some of the Euro-
pean countries they are allowed every-
where so you are much more aware thal

everybody has dogs.

Some ofthose attitudes wouldn'tbe a
bad idea for us fo think about here, even
though they are not forced on us by the
system. If we all maybe thought about
wailing a little longer on a puppy and
watching it mature and making sure it is
really what we want before we go on with
it breeding-wise, maybe that is not a bad
attitude to think about for ourselves,

Is there anything we haven't cov-
ered that you wanted to talk about?

John: The American Kennel Club
used to have statistics that showed the
averageshow life of the average parsonin
dogs. A lot of people get into this for a
short length of time and are then gone.
Probably one of the worst things that can
happen to a novice is to get an extramaly
good, winning dog as his very first dog.
We all know this; the first dog should be a
learning experience. Many people who
have as afirstdogone thatmaybeisn'ttoo
good, end up sticking with it longer. Thay
learn right at the beginning that not every
time you walk in the ring are you going to
win. That's a hard lesson to learn with
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your SECOND dog and can cool you off
fast.

Carol: it can also beadangerousifthat
first dog is just average and mediocre.
Then, if the dog wins sometimes and
maybe doesn’t win sometimes; the per-
son really doasn't have the objectivity and
they are tempted to go on with that dog
and all they do is perpetuate the medioc-
rity. | think too many breeders compro-
mige on what they really feel is "breeding”
quality. Show and “breeding” quality need
to be synonomous; if it isn't good enough
to be shown, it isn't good enough to be
bred, and vice versa. | don't go along with
this, “Well, we'll keep her for a brood
bitch.”

John: The mentality of that ideais
absolute nonsense; if she is not good
enough to show, she should not be good
enough to breed.

Carol: The only exception to that
would be the bitch who was really good
enough to show, but who was injured in
such a way that she couldn't be shown. If
she had a broken tail or something, fine,
but the structure and everything else
should be thera.

John: | also don't go with this busi-
ness of one outstanding show dog in a
litter, and the littermate was good enough
to show, but they bred it. Over a long
period of time, breeding the better indi-
viduals, the dogs that ARE the good show
dogs, is the way you are going to get the
better dogs.

Carol: Providing the show dogs really
are the better dogs.

John: Yes, providing they are, and
that, again, is a very subjective thing.
MNovices need to understand this is a
“show™and there isn't a ruler by which you
can judge that the "tallest” (or whatever)
one is going to win. This sport of judging
dogs is very subjective and it involves
people’s feelings and emotions. ftis a
matter of presentation and there is no
absolute way to judge. People get upsel
about winning and losing, and you have to
be tough. (Laughter)

How long have you been in your
present location?

Carol: Oh, goodness - it will be six-
teen years in Decembaer,

John: We found this house through
somebody who knew the dogs.

Carol: In fact, Ch. Czar of Eniropy
lived here before we did. He was a dog
owned by Sally and Giles Cocklet in
Montana, Those people had rented this
house and John was a struggling student
and | was ayoung mother, and we needed

Ch. Ivan Belaya of Taymylyr CD.

a house to rent that would take dogs. We
found out about this through Bob Penny's
handling class. He is our neighbor and a
wonderful man; we learned all about train-
ing dogs from him. The Cocklels also
went to his class and we met them; they
were moying and the house was avail-
abla. | walked into this room and said, "I
have to have this house, because | love
this room." We've been here ever since;
we rented first and when they decided to
sell, we bought it.

Is there a “non-doggy” side to the
Chittums?

Carol: Oh, heavens, yes. Several.
{Laughter) We have more interests than
are even good for us, | think. We didn't
meet because of the dogs, we met be-
cause we were both active in international
folk dancing and we both performed intwo
different performing groups. We endedup
in a new group that was formed together,
and so we met through folk dancing and
we danced to the exclusion of practically
everything else. Wae still do dance occa-
sionally as a hobby, although we haven't
done a great deal in the last couple of
years; we do still enjoy dancing together
when we have a chance. John has bean

active in cycling (bicycle) for a long time
and now our sons are both interested in
that, too. We have also been involved in
their activities very much, which is one of
the reasons we kind of pulled back a little
bit from all of the dog activities. I'm still
active in the club, and we are both on the
board of the Sammie club right now, but
I've not done nearly the amount of show-
ing in the last few years as | have before,
because our children are our first commit-
ment. We have two boys who have been
vary good musicians as well as athletes,
and all of those things take a lot of time.

John: Part of the reason we all went
to Europe this summer was because
Peter was on tour with the Pasadena
Boys' Choir. He was the primary soloist
and they did performances in Notre Dame
and Chartras,

Carol: It was absolutely cne of the
highlights of our lives as afamily; we loved
those concerts in France. We did not go
on for the part of the tour in Garmany; the
boys were ten days in France and ten
days in Germany and we were just with
the tour for the first ten days becausa later
| became the godmother of my friend’s
baby. This was quite a special summerfor
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Belaya's I'm A Pepper Too,

allof us. Peter is still in the Boys' Choir, so
we have an%lther yearof that with concarts
and rehearsals and soon; if it meant going
to-adog showortoonaof hisconcerts, you
know what the choice would be. That has
really been our other interest, that and
getting this house restored!

John: P've started back to school and
am going part-time at night. | do have tha
dog grooming business, and the interest
in the dogs led to that. We needed a
legitimate way to make the dog expenses,
and we started the shop not really mean-
ing 1o make it a profession. One thing led
to another and | ended up with the dog
grooming shop and not able to go on with
school until recently.

Carol: |teach French. |was lucky
enough 1o be asked to design a program
far alementary school children at aprivate
school for both French and Spanish, and
this will be my eighth yearofimplementing
this same program at the school. It has
given me a wondarful way of being able to
travel, as well as the friends that I've made
through the dogs; the combination has
beean very fortuitous.

How have the dogs affected your

lives?

Carol; Speaking for myself, | think
that even after all of the chewed, nibbled
and piddled on things are taken into con-
sideration, they've been a real positive
assetbecausethey've given usthe oppor-
tunity to meet some really wonderiul
people. Many of our very best friends we
have met through the dogs, and they are
still our best friends because we find out
that we all have other interests in comman
besides the dogs. That is the meeting
ground and from there some of those
people have come to be wonderful, life-

long friends.

John: The dogs themselves are very
important and mean agreatdeal, but even
more than that, it is the personal relation-
ships that have developed from the in-
volvement with the dogs.

Carol: In summing all of this up, |
guess what | would want to say both to
novices and my peers in dogs is thatinthe
long run there are only two really durable
things about the whole dog game. One is
the human refationships, and the other is
the gene pool. The rest of it is really not
vary important. Those are the things that
really matter and thosa ara tha things that
really make a contribution either 1o one's
life or to the breed. Those ara the things
that we really need to lock after.

Would you do It all again?

Carol: Yes.

John: Yes. The same way? Well,
thare are always differencas and you think
you might know better if you had another
chance.

Carol: Maybe there are some breed-
ings that | always regrat that | didn’t make.
Pat Morehouse and | have talked about
this a graatdeal. Inretrospact we always
wish we had been able to breed either an
lvan daughter to Khan, or a Khan daugh-
ter to lvan, and it neverfell into place at the
right time. There was just never the right
combination at the right time and we've
always wished we could have. Now, we
see some things that make us think that
might have been a really nice combina-
tion.

John: He was really a sweet dog.

Carcl: He was ancther dog that |
should have mentioned and was a dog
that | really admired; his temperament
was superb. Thatwas one of those things
thatif 1 had it to do over again | would have
done; | alsowish | had kept an lvan daugh-
terand | neverdid. Other people had good
Ilvan daughters, but | never did,

Well, thank you very much.

You're welcome, -

Breeders' Directory

Knngks a5 [mied in Jiphabatical order.
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS,

P - puppies available occasionally

d - grown dogs occasionally for sals

& - stied senice lo approved bitches

b - dog boarding avallable

h « Samoyed handling
LISTIMG is free to paid subscribers to The Samoyed Quarterly.
Just send kennel name, name, address, phona nuimber and

@ Jatters to The Samoyed Cuararly.

CONDITIONS. The Samoyed Cuanerty will not accep! stings
Irom dealers who acquire dogs for resale. All lslings must be
for Samoyeds with the undesstanding that all dogs offered lor
sahoare rigistered of are okgiie for regitration with the AKC,

AL-A'RAF (pda), 403-256-0858. Mrs Barbara F Selock, Box

B157, Stn F, Calgary, Ata, Canada T2J 2V3.

ALA-KASAM (psh), 914-246-7508. Thomas & Bevarly Da-
lanay, 7369 Fred Shor Road, Saugertios, NY 12477,
ALEVER ips), 414-876-2957. Eve Hil'helg. A1, Box 14,
Ekhan Laka, Wi 53020,

ALLEGRO (paab), 214-882-5858, Jim & Tefry Young, RT3,
Baox 279, Lindale, TX 75771,

ALPHA (ps). 2159664079, John & Licy Ackerman, 104
Falrview 5t, Macungle, PA 18062,

ALTIER (psh). S16-735-4820. Mrs Li%an Rusch, 144 Bloom-
ingdabe Rd, Levinown, NY 11758,

AMBERLANE (pds). 888-1000. P J Richardson, 8318 Antioch
Ad, Overland Park, KS 656212, .
AMATEVEA [pds). 519-448-7371. Mark Josaph Walsh, 9334
Praft Ct, Santea, CA 32071,

ANTARES (ps). 2268-82686. Jo Anne Maringay, 29241 Yatlow
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