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The Samayed Cuarteriy

Samoyed people

The Samoved Quarterly
Talks with
Cheryl Wagner
g

Alphareua, Georgia
Part I1

This intervieiv was: coneducted af
the home of Cheryl Wagner un
November 4, 1998 by Nangy Corly,

Hune diel you came upr with your
hernel mame?

That's a very hokey story.
(laughter] First of all, I'm
Atlanta now which is kind of
ironic. Certainly 1 never
thought I'd move to Atlanta
when I came up with the name
of Tarahill a hundred years ago.
I grew up in Michigan bue 1 a%sn
spent a lot time in Kentucky at
mly grandmother’s farm. It was
a farm that my greacgrandfather
used to farm.  Add to that the
movie Gone With the Wend, which
was one of my all-time favorite
movies and that great line that
Scarlett’s father has for her
when he tells her thar land is the
only thing forth fighting for and
worth dving for, the land lasts
forever. My grandmother
always felt that way, that the
land lasted forever. It was a tra-
dition that was always there.
When I was very young and
more idealistic than rmn today,
I thowght in terms of the impact
that [ could have on this breed,
Tara was Latin for land and chat
it would always be there. Tara
by isell didn't seem like enough
s0 1 had to put something else
with it that would go together,
so I put Taralall together. It
was going to have such a pro-
found impact on this breed that
it wias gomg to be there forever.
Years ago if you had asked me
my goal, I would have told vou
to improve the breed. Today [
would tell you that God did a
good job. My goal is not to
serew it up any further. (laugh-
terf I guess that's what happens
when vou go from youth to mid-
dle age. Sec Liold you it was a
hokey story.

Weuld you say that was your
{ong-range goal in breeding dogs?

My long-range goal in the
beginning was to improve the
breed and as I gor twenty years

into the program and looked
back, I realized there wasn'va lot
on which o improve, This real-
ly was a very healthy breed, it
was longlived and had reladve-
Iy few health or genetic prob-
lems and my goal was not o
screw it up. (langhter)

Did you netme your [ilers by iy
spectfic scheme, such as A for fost -
ter, B for seconed anel 50 oni?

Yes and no. | know a lot of
breeders wha do that: ths is the
A livter, this is the B liwer and
based on that they can do all
that, Jack and Linda Alldred,
who own Maur-Mik's Kim, did
some neat stuff with combining
sire and dam. That's how they

zot Debsign's Promise in that fit-
ter which was from Louhaven
Snow Mist Ensign and Jac:lin's
Little Debutante camme
Debsign's: 1 tried that and puess
I never had the right sires and
dams to mix the names and it
always sounded funky. There's
not a pattern but for a while
there at the end we got off en
these Duck names. We got kind
of crazy with that, because of
Saul and Flo Waldman's dog
that [ had bred o, Lucky Duck.
That's interesting  too.
Everyone thought that I bred to
that dog because he was a big
winner., What's ironic and
lunny, and Saul and Flo know
this; is that first of all when I
bred to the dog, he was not a big

winner yet, he'd just recently fin-
ished his championship, and
numbeér two, that dog’s dam and
his granddam were two of my
all-time favorite bitches that 1
cver knew. [ bred to that dog
based on who lis mother was, [
loved that dog's mother. In fact,
I named that dog's mother. Flo
will tell you that his mother,
whaose name was Jane, was kind
of a cat-like, aloof bitch, She
didn't care for a lot of people
but she loved me.  She would
see me at a dog show and be
ready to leap out of her exercise

pen because she saw me across:
the way. 1 bred to Lucky Duck

based on whao his mother was.
Lucky Duck went on to become
a great winner, When [ bred
my Ransom daughter Trnket,
wa:orn [ loved, to him, | got

three puppies. 1 named the pup-
'Fm!?;ﬂi's Lucky Duckling

pics

(the only bitch in the litter).
Tarahill's Just Ducky and
Tarahill’s Son of a Duck.
(laughter) [ don’t know what
happened. 1 tunk we all took
temporary insanity for a while.
We got érazy with these
duck names. 1sold a puppy o
somebody in Florida who
named it Duck ‘Em and Leave
‘Em, which has since hecome a
champion. (laughter) Linda
More came up with the Every-
body Duck dog. 1 was judging
the Poromac Vallev Sweepstakes
and we were talking about all
these crazy duck names that we
were coming up with, and she
said, “You pught to name one
Everybody Duck.” [ remember
writing it on the catalog and fil
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ing the catalog away. Several
years later a liteer was born with
a promising voung male and 1
thought, "Oh, what was thai
good name Linda More gave
me? Let me go find that cata-
log.” That's how Buddy got the
name Everybody Duck. Then
we just kind of lost it. Finally
I'd had it and said we were nam-
ing this one All Ducked Out
That's how Ollie, the young
male who's currently with
Chris, got his name. 1 guess
other than the duck nanies;
occasionally [ did something off
& sire’s: name or 4 dam’s name,
but the duck names were the
only ones over which we really
went mits,

Do you think thist you 've estab-
Iishedd a distmgmshable frme?

That's wugh. No, I don't
think I did. 1 can look at dogs
and see the characteristics. First
of all my dogs, because I did
linebreed so tighty, are distin-
guishable to. me. I'm not sure
they are distmguishable to other
people. There have been very
few oecasions where somebody
had bred inte my stud dogs or 1
have used an outside swud dog.
I didd have an opportunity just
recently at the National Special-
ty to see a puppy that was by
my stud dog, Buddy, and |
looked at this puppy bitch and
she looked like she had come
out of my kennel. Her mother,
although she was an outcross,
was also linebred and phenotypi-
cilly looked like my dog. So ne
I don't think that I neeessarily
established a distinet line.

[ do believe that one of the
things my dogs aré known for is
temperament. | have exception-
allv good temperament. [ could
run four stud dogs together. It
amazes me when | hear breeders
from other parts of the country
tell me chat they can’t run their
bitches together or that they
can’t run their stud dogs togeth-
er, Occasionally I've had bich-
es that couldn’t get along with
cach other but that was rare,
What did they think the
Samoved people did on their
sled teams? How could you not
run them in a pack? What did
the Samoyed people do? Do
vou think they had separate
acilities for each dog? (laugh-
ter] To me, that's just such a

art and parcel of what this dog
15. Forget the obliquely set eye
and the dog that carries the spir-
it of Christmas in its heart year
round. If you don't have tem-
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Ch. Tarafill's Bred to Win (Ch. Kauabl's Kodak CD x
. Tarahill’s Can Do Toa).

perament in this breed, what do
you have?

If you hed to rake bipe, lembera-
miend and sounmaness we oveler of fnpor-
tance, yas o fuet femperament first?

Absolutelv! It all comes
back to why are you breeding or
what is your primary goal? If
:mu e blEEdln“’ Just to have big
winners in the shou ring, then |
guess soundness and type are
most important and who cares
what kind of personality they
are to live with. But if vou're
selling dogs o the public (I was
never one of those breeders that
every litter was 100 percent
show quality, always had some
that had to be sold as pets), how
can you not sell sound tempera-
ment? T have to know that T can
trn my back on thése dogs and
they're not going to bite a child
or a stranger. 1o me, that's
absolutely critical.

1 hich wowld yau vate second ?

Soundness. Form follows
flunction. If vou can't do the job
vou were bred to do, what good
are you? This dog nght here,
this lictle Pomeranian, she was
bred to be a lap dog and. as you
can see, she does it quite well.
(laughter) She does what she
was bred to do,

She''s acheved perfection,

Absolutely. (laughrer) She
was never ﬁupp'osr:-f to pull a
sled; she was never supposed to
herd reindeer. She’s supposed
to hang outin your lap. She can
do that. This dog was not

designed toe lay there on this
rug. He was supposed 10 bea
working dog. I a Samoved
looks like a Samoyed, that's
nice, but if He can't cover
ground how's he ever going o
herd reindeer or pull a sled?

Can you rfﬂmf e your iber el
fan of the perfed dog of this breed?

First of all, there are no per-
fect ones, Secondly, when 1
read our standard. if I had to
describe our breed in one word,
that word would be moderate.
If you read our stanclard, every-
thing about the standard
describes a moderate dog. So o
me the ideal dog is one that 15
very moderate,

Can you explain that a Iittle
Miesre#

If you look at sur breed
standard, it doesn’t eall for any-
thing extreme in movement or
any r]‘.urnz| else. Everything about
the dog is described as not
extreme one way or the other,
but in terms of being a moderate
dog. In describing that, you
look for a dog that s not
extreme on one end or the
other, Having said that, that is
the dog [ would look to-show, 1
would ook for the extreme ina
stud dog to breed because 1
think vou need the extreme to
get to the moderate,

Why do sone dogi look giod
wiltén standmg or posing but not 5o
good when moving?

Because they're not made
right.  Beauty is as beauty does.
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Henry: Stoecker. one of my all-
ume favorte judges said, and 1
think 1 recently heard somebody
clse use the same quote when
referring to Morses, “Dogs are
like showgirls. They all look
good standing still but you have
to put them in a line and watch
them move to sec how they're
made.” Beauty is as beauty
does. To me it really doesn’t
matter how good vou look
standing sull. If you can't cover
ground, you can’t do the job
vou were bred to do; therefore,
what good are you?

Howe should a dog move i the
Srond aned from the siele?

First of all, from the side
they absolutely have to cover
ground, That's first and fore-
mast my number one eriteria, |
can forgive almost anvthing else
but 1 will not forgive lack of
sidegait, It doesn't mauer what
else you have if vou don’t have
sidegait,

Movement from the side
should be very fluid, the topline
should be level and they need o
cover ground. Period. I always
tell new people, when they talk
to me ahout movement, about
front and rear; and they tell me
this or that bothers them, *1
know you're an your way to the
German Shepherd Nationals so
vou're going to have the chance
to see same wonderful sidegair.”
You're also going to see some
front ends singing “Hello Dally”
coming at you, going in every
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direction and the rears, oo,
ilanghter] It's because they
have the anpulation. Because
they have those angles 1s the rea-
son they have the bldci{a.l[ The
front envd extends and the rear
end comes up to take the place
of the front end. so that vou
have the single tracking effect.
You compare that, as I always
like to do, with a Shepherd and
a Doberman: there are almiost
no Dobermans in this country
that aren't clean on the down
and back but they cover no
ground, Thev're straight from
both ends with very litde angle
on the front end assembly, and
there's very lictle angle on the
rear end. They're balanced, but
those fegs have no place w go
because they can't get in trouble,

Now, look at the German
Shepherd with that wonderful
ground-covering stride. In
order to have that stride, you
have to have a lot of angle on
that fromt énd assembly, and
you've got 1o have a lot of angle
on the rear end assembly.
There are a lot of places that leg
can go from the tme it raises ms.'
the wround and hits the ground
agan. 1 ean forgive that for the
ground covering. What I've
always said is that if vou think
about this, think about the dog
that is precty straight on the
front and rear, l:tauuiul om the
down and back but not covering
i lot of ground. Think about
the dog that's a little cowhocked



Or tocing in Or toeing out or
whatever but with this wonder-
ful ground-covering sidegait.
Not so clean down and back,
To get from here to there, from
point A to point B, the dog
that's pretty straight in the lront
and rear takes twenty steps,
The dog without the prewy front
and rear but with the sidegait
gets from here to there in twelve
steps. Which dog will be more
effective herding reindeer?
Which dog will be more effec:
tive pulling sleds and which dog
will be less tired at the end of
the day? To me. | can forgivea
lot of things for good sidegait. 1
cannot forgive lack of sidegait.

Hiww should a daog move in the
rear and when going vy af a s
ot

I would prefer o sec them
single racking, | would prefer
to see them do what the stan-
dard savs they're supposed to
do and converge, [ would like
L SEC l]](}['l:! CUH'\»'LT:_“;(.' anﬁl as li’:c
left front moves off, the right
rear comes up and takes its place

Whit are you looking for o a
head?

Again, back to the standard.
1 like tosee moderation. | don't
mean to discount the headpiece
as not being important, 1 like 10
see pretty heads, but preey
heads don’t do the job. Preuy
heads don’t do what they were
bred to do. | don't want 1o see
those real coarse white Chows,
and [ don’t want to see thaose
real whoopee faces either. 1'd
like a nice almond-shaped eye,
I'd like nice dark pigment. 1'd
like the utilateral triangle
between the ears and the base.

Heet serions ave missng leeth?

In my experience with the
breed. 1T have never seen a
Samoved with missing teeth, 1
shouldn't say that. I know of
one big winning bitch that had
missing teeth. I don't know of
any other Samoyed, in or out of
my pedigree, that has missing
tecth. It's just not a problem in
our breed.

Hoz fm_,f}eira'm.rf L eye tear?

It's important. How impor-
tant is world peace? In the
scope of things you start rank-
ing. and in ranking I would put
movement at the top. structure
at the top and the quality of the
coat up there. Eye color is way
down the list. Usually by the
time | get to the point of decid-
ing cye color, the dog's been
climinated. I I 'were judging or
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in a breeding program, the dog’s
. P e P
heen eliminated for spmething
far more important than eye
color. 11t has all the other qual-
ities, by the dme I ger down to

judging eye color, it’s irrelevant.

If you conld rale the dog on o
Joint sele of 100, hemy many peints
should the head be?

Mot many, Again, you're
going back 1o how important
movement is. | would give the
movement @ big way in points.
I would give the structure of the
dog big points and [ would give
the muscle tone and condinon of
the dog big points. By the time
you're down to whiat the head
fooks like, it's a real minimal
number for me,

How important &5 proment and
would you breed @ dog that was miss-
g pugment?

Pigment is what we refer to
as the lip line, the eyes and all
that. Pigment is important
because if you think about dogs
with big chunks of missing pig-
ment, what would happen to
thase dogs in the environment
for which they were bred? In
Siberia and the Arctic, pmk lips
and pink everims are a big prob:
lem because they would freeze,
Pigment is important but yes, 1
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would breed to a dog with miss-
ing pigment and [ would keep a
dog with missing pigment. It's
not as important o me as all the
other things. The other thing
vou have to remember, and
some of the new Samoved
breeders may or may not know
this, is that the pigment is geneti-
cally linked to the biscuit color.
So many of our show people
today are concerned about hav-
ing these absolutely brilliant
snow white dogs and they're
upset when they have dogs with
hiscuit freckles. biscuit rears or
biscuit patches on their bodies.
The biscuit color is where
you're getting the dark pigment.
I'he chances are that if you're
looking at missing pigment,
you're probably looking at these
snow white dogs. I've never
seen a dog that had biscuit on i
with missing pigment,

Honw about winfer nose?

That doesn't bother me a
bit.

Do you fraere any teleer rolial o
s itf

No, Someunmes it’s age.
Sometimes it's diet, This is a
tricky guestion and I'm sure
there are people who are going
to read this and gasp when they

do, but I'm not opposed to col-
oring a winter nese for the show
ring. Only because 1 would like
to say in an ideal world it would
be casier w educate the judges
that that is not a problem, and it
shouldn't hurt the dog's
chances. In the real world: you
could have a good dog getting
beaten because of a winter nose.
I've been lucky in that I have
not had a lot of winter noses.
What should be the relation of
chest depth to the rest of the dog?
Showdd the chest come to or below the
elhore ¥ How many i.lil{-l:._:'.'i fawue you
seen that homestly came fo the elbore?
Hmm, good question, 1
have not had a particular prob-
lem with bleat in my bloodline.
I've anly had one dog bloat on
me but it was a decp-chested
dog. When vou look at the
breeds that are prone to bloat,
they are the deep-chested
breeds. If vou look at the
Samoyed bloodlines that have
had a problem with bloat, they
tend to be the more decp-chest:
cd dogs. Asa breeder, T would
tell you that your job is to breed
to the standard and the standard
says that the chest should come
to the elbow. In reality, nota lot
of them probably do. Tt's proba-

Ch. Tarakill's Rue the Day (Ch. Tarahill’s Casey Can Da x Ch. Tarahills Lucky Duchiing).
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Ch. Tarahill’s Efusive Dream (Ch, North Stare’s King's Ransom x
Ch. Munteega's Lady in White C1,

bly important because with the
depth of chiest, you're not going
to et the lung capacty.

In the last couple of vears
I've stopped breeding dogs, and
I've stopped showing dogs. I'm
not really showing horses but
I've kind of gotten involved in
the peripherals of the horse
world and have centainly done a
fair amount of studving of horse
journals and magazmes. [ wash 1
had done that years earlier
because I'm amazed at how
much I've learned about horses
that things in dogs: now make
sense-to me. 1 did them before
but I didn’t know why I did
them, and your chest question is
a good example. In horses, lung
capacity 1s very important. We
don't think of lung capacity
being important in a dog; yet,
particularly in our working
dogs, it's very important.  How
can these dogs do the job they
were bred to do without lung
capacity?

It's intercsting. because
Jimmy Moses. Michael Canalizo
and a few of our highly compet-
tive handlers have known this
for a long tume, and I'm just
becoming aware of it now,
These are athletes, They're

camne athletes, and we need w
start concitioning and craining
them. I guess I was doing that
all aleng. We always road-
warked our dogs and bitches
that were in whelp and our
voung dogs, but I never thought
of them as athletes unul [ got
imvolved with horses and real-
ized the conditioning we put
into our horses, and we think of
our horses as equine athletes,
All of a sudden it's like the light
went on and 1 realzed the dogs
are canine athletes,

Has ot been your: experience that
covl 5 wery improriant o wimiing i
the rng?

[ hate to say yes. but unfor-
tunately there are too many

judges out there who view the

quantity of coat over the quality
of coat. 1 have been wvery
blessed, and 1 think it goes back
to my foundation bitch being
halFEnglish because the English,
generally speaking, have an
abundance of coat. My dogs
have always had tremendous
coats'and lotsof it. 1 can't well
vou that I've ever been penal-
1zed for it but 1 have seen some
very good dogs be penalized for
not having the guantity of coar
Our standard specifically statgs
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Ch, Tarahills White Truffle (Ch. Whiteeliffs Sarmik Kirn
CO x Ch. Tarahills Last Editian Shade CD).

that the quality of coar should
be considered meore than the
quantity of coat.

This next questin i about calar:
Samoyeds are white, right?

White, eream or biscuit. 1
have seen a lot of dogs: lose
becouse they were cream col-
oved or biscuit.

What colar do you preefer?

Obviously the solid white is
more pleasing o the eve. Look
at this old bitch here.  She's got
a lot of biscuit but I know [ need
the biscuit because if 1 don't get
the biscuit, I'm not going to
have that dark pigment that I

v 33

wint. That eventually is going
to cause some problems for me.
Have you observed that pure
tuhite dogs go wp more offen?
Absolutely! T have seen
cream and biscuit dogs penal-
ized in the ring. My old founda-
non bitch had a lot of biscut; 1
mean literally biscuit-trimmed
ears and a lot of hiscov in her
coat. It wouldn’t matter what [
did, how much bleach or what-
ever [did, she was never gong
to be a snow white dag, When
Ron Pemberton took her to
CGanada to show her, and won
with her, and when the judge
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Litter by Ch. Taralull’s Casey Can Do x Ch. Tarahil’s Elusive Dream. Felbruary 14, 1985.

handed him the rbbon, he said,
“The next time you bring her
up, give her a bath.”  (langhier)
I know that was back in the
early 1970's and I'd like to think
things have improved, and they
have; but unfortunately you sqll
see-some superior examples of
the breed lose to less superior
examples that are snow white.

What &5 an tfeal front? A 45
degree layback of showdder with a cor-
responding layback of whper anm or a
madderate frond ?

To me, 45-degree 15 moder-
ate. That's what the standard
calls for, The shoulders need to
lay back and lay in. IT you don’t
have that, or if you have the
short upper-arms, then you can't
have the extension you need.
As important as that is, it is
equally importamt that the front
to rear be balanced, because if
you have all that front impel-
siom, you need the rear to help
carry through with that mation,
It has to be balanced,

Deserrhe the corvect toplive and 4
o funetional o for beauty

Our wpline is very function-
al and not for beauty, It'sa
level topline, what the standard
requires. One of the things that
I used to get very upset about
when I was showing dogs, and
I'll use my old Buddy deg as an
cxample, that dog was correctly
built, und he was bred for what
the breed was supposed to be
doing, If vou started to move
that dog and move him intoa
gaited pattern, the first thing he
tried and wanted 1o do was to
drop his head and neck into a
level plane with this topline. 1
can't tell you how many judges |
had whao criticized that. I acroal
Iy had a judge tell somebody
after a Best in Show that he
would have given that Samoyed
the Best in Show but he dropped
his head in the Best in Show
ring. I had a very prominent

Judge, a very well-known and

well-respected Boxer person,

come up to me and say, “T wish
vour dog wouldn't drop his
head and neck when he moves,”
I said, "Think about what he
was bred to do. He has o do
that, that's the most cfficient
way for him to move. If yvou
want, Chris can string him up
and it'll put the head and neck
up there like some fancy-gaited
show horse, but as soon as we
do that, you're not poing to like
the way that front end looks.”
Thar front énd would be swing-
ing all over the place coming at
vour because ['ve restricted what
he can do. To me, that's what is
supposed to happen:  the head,
neck and shoulders are all sup-
posed to go into a level line.

You try do pudl a sled and see
what you do,

Exaetly! You hold vour
head way up there and pull that
sled!

IWhat s the wdeal height of a
and bitch? ghtyf a g

What's ideal is what the
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standard says. Our standard
says bitches should be 19-2]
inches at the shoulder and males
should be 21-23 1/2 inches at the
shoulder. That's ideal. In an
ideal world, lots of things hap-
pen, but we don’t live in an ideal
world. 1 would think in this day
and age we see dogs more at the
top end of the standard winning
as UPp-trs::d tor the bottom end. |
don't think anyone could take a
21-inch male special out today
and win big and consistently
with it. It would be very diffi-
cult. T wouldn't say that it can't
be done, because anyvthing can
be done, but it would be diffi-
cult, I think mere often than
not you see dogs at the top end
of our standard and maybe
that's all part of America’s hig-
ger is berter theory., I don’t
know, but we see more dogs at
the top end of the standard
doing more winning than dogs
at the bottom end.

We're better nowrished and so are
our dogs.  (laughter)

I think you're absolutely
right,

What about the tail?

Again we go back to our
standard. I hate o sound like
I'm copping out by quoting the
standard, but that's  the
blueprint, As a breeder 1 tried
not to breed for my personal
taste or necessarily what I want-
ed or what I liked. I tried to
breed to what I thought the stan-
dard said was ideal, whether or
not [ agreed with s, IF 1 didn't
agree with it, my job was to get
the standard changed, not breed
outside of the standard, Flo
Waldman has a great line which
I love, “The standard is like the
Bible. Ewveryane has their own
interpretation of it™ Flo's righe.
One of the great things about
our standard is that our stan-
dard is very specific. If you read
the Borzoi standard, of which 1
am familiar because I had some
Borzoi at one time, it says
“Dogs: masculine. Bitches:
more feminine than dogs. Coat:
wavy or curly.,” When you get
done reading that standard,
unless you've seen the dog, you
have no more idea in vour mingd
what the dog is supposed to look
like than before you read the
standard.  Our standard is very
sreciﬁc_ It measures lots of
things: it tells you what the
length of hock should be to the
length of leg, what the length of
leg should be to the length of
back.
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Referring 10 your question
about tal, it specihically tells vou
where the il should be. ' When
vou drop the tail down, the tail
bone should touch the top of the
hock. Is that important? Yes,
and ler me tell vou why. If that
dog is in the Arctic and it’s
nighttime; that tail has (0 be able
to come around and protect the
face. 5o, wil length is important.
Again, T wouldn't rank it over
moverment but it is important.

Horw about the ears and earset?

Earset is important and in
fuct I think that’s one of the
deteriorations that I've seen in
my 25 years in the breed. Fars
are getting lower: unless the
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VOUI eyeset is correct,

What 15 an ideal foot?

What 15 an i1deal Foot or
what do we see in the ring?
These are two different ques-
tions you know. because our
standard says they should all be
a hare foot, with mice aght, hard
pads and a hare. A splayed foot
15 to penalized. If you go o a
dog show tomorrow and vou
lpak in the ring, you will not see
a single hare foot in that ring.
Every foot you see in the ting
will be a car foor. It's nova real
cat foor, 1t's been trimmed to
look like a cat foor. We should
have a nice, tight foor with good
pads and it should be a hare foot

Ross with a Tarakill pigy.

standard has been changed, 1
don't think there's anyplace in
our standard that says earset
level with eves. ({laughter)
We're putting these ears on the
side of the head and we're
putting them big enough thae if
a sulf breeze comes along, they
are going be like the Flying
Nun. These dogs will be air-
borne.  (laughter] These cars
getting really big and lowset is a
problem. again, because we're
getting back to would they sur-
vive 1n the Antarctic? Absolute-
Iv not!

They ' haze frosthite.

Again, back to our standard
and how specific it 1s: when you
bend that ear over, you should
be able to take that ear and bend
it over-and the tip of that ear
should touch the inner corner of
the eye. When vou do that, you
know yaour ear is correct and

because, again, back to what
they were bred w do. 1l you've
got these little upright feet, they
can't dig in and go anywhere,
particularly in the Antarctic,

Showld a dog with bad feet be
bred?

Yes, When [ lived in Michi-
gan, 1 had the change o work
very closely with a lor of the
peaple ac the ver college there,
and [ have a grear deal of
respect for them. One of them
was Dr. UV, Mastosky, who
was head of radiology, one of
tlie original founders of OFA,
one of their original board mem-
bers and a great man. The last
time I talked with him he was
still reading X-rays for OFA,
One of the things that Mostosky
always said was, “Never throw
the baby ewt with rthe bath
water.” Should you use a dog
with a bad foot? Yes. Should

vou use & dog with a bad foot
and hip dysplasia and bad eyes
and a bad front and a bad rear?
No. (laughter} If vou have a
dog that has superior qualities in
other areas, then absolutely I'd
use a dog with a bad foot.

What & the wleal temperament in

yoiner breed?

The ideal remperament
should be the dog that gets
along with evervbody and
evervihing, Again, I'm back to

the neighberhood and not
C’\'CI}'U]?L‘ 15 3% CONsSCicninls s
they should be about keeping
their dogs confined to therr own
yard, What's interesting is that
he and I were out walking one
day and three lide terner-mon-
grel, Labrador-miked dogs came
charging up, barking at his heels
as if they're going to rip him
apart. He's kind of the ‘yup,
yup. yup, I love everybody’
dog. These three dogs chal-

R woth fifrirics.

the standard which says this is
not an aggressive breed, this is
not i breed thar picks a fight bt
if somebody picks a fight with
him, he will stand his ground,
That's the ideal temperament
for this breed. This is not sup-
posed to be a wary breed; this is
not supposed to be an assertive
breed ~ this is supposed to be an
*I love everybody” kind of
breed,

This Rudy dog has a great
temperament.  Once i a while
you get a chanee 16 say, "Wow!
He read the siandard: he read
the same clzagc on temperament
thar | did.” He goes out for
walks in the neighborhooed with
me. There are lots of dogs in
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lenged him. He was on a leash
and they weren't. He turned
around in the middle of the

avel road we were on and just
looked at them, as il o say,
*Are you sire vou want to pick
this fight? Cause if you do,
come on. ['m going to stand
right here, comc on.™ At that
moment the standard Bashed in
my mind. The dog that will not
pick a fight but will stand his
ground when a fight is picked
with him, and I thought Ee had
read that part of the standard,
(laughter) That's exactly what
he did! Here's this dog minding
his.own business; and these
other dogs were gning tey come
after him, he stood right there



and stared at them, planted four
feet on the ground aned ook this
stance-as il 1o say, “Come on,
I'm ready.” At which point, all
three dogs wcked their wils and
ran hoiné. {laughter)

What are the most serfows failts
in the breed tovlay?

| think temperaments are
not what they were twenry vears
ago. Twenty vears ago when
people wld me how wonderful
my dogs’ temperaments were, |
told them it wasn't just my dogs,
it was all Samoyeds. It wouldn't
miatter if you got one from a pet
store, they all have this kind of
wonderful. wonderful tempera:
ment, Today, when somebody
tells me how wonderful my
dogs™ temperaments are, 1 say,
“Thank vou.” (laughter)

HWhat ave the most commion
Jfawilts?

[ think our earsets have got-
ten to be a very common fault.
I just got back from our
Samoyed National in San Diego
and some of the judges, when
they were talking about what
was good and bad or what they
saw 1 the breed, a lot of them
were talking about seeing a lot
of short upper arms.  Apparent
Iy that's becoming a problem or
is @ problem in the breed roday.
Generally speaking we have
wood bites and that's mot some-
thing we have w worry about.
Gcncral[}' speaking most of us
have good coats, In terms of
quahty of coat. Most of us have
good tailsets. Depending on
what individual bloodline or
which particular kennel vou
want to see, mcluding my own,
at any moment any of us could
il'JI]:rt'ﬂ‘-"l’.,' our f'mm Cﬂd-‘i. OUT TEar
ends, our sidegaits or something,

I the wtanidard o gmu‘f e el
aleeet cueneled you dtke to s e vhanged ?

Cur standard 15 an excellent
standard, it really is. Not only is
it an excellent standard, it's
interesting that as AKC over the
last decade has been trying to
get a lot of parent clubs to
change their standard to become
a more definitive standard. ours
is one of the few they've left
dlorie and said, “You don’t need
to change vours.” It's a wonder-
ful standard because it's specific.

‘ou're not left wondering abowm
anything when vou're done,
about what 15 or isn't. What |
like about our standard is thag
very few things disqualify in our
standard. We talk more in
terms of deviations from the
standard and for it o be penal-
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1zed 1o the exient of the devia-
tion.

Showlel there be any disgualifisa-
fons ?

Yes, absolutely. Absolutely
there should be. Blue eves dis-
qualify in our breed. I don't
know why, I'm sure that if we
went back o the 1800 there's a
good reason for it.  Any color
other than white, cream or bis-
cuit disqualifies. “Those are the
only two things thar disqualify
I our blcmi Lots of other
breeds disqualily based on

tecth in a Doberman is a big
deal. They can’t cover the
ground to herd a reindeer; that's
not what they were bred to do.
I keep returning 1o form follows
function and what the dog was
bred to do.

S0 ves, there should be dis-
thivmq things. The other
thing I would like to see disqual-
ify in our breed is temperament
because I think that’s very
important,

Lin wondering §f the miising frz-
ment @ the blue eve has bo do with

Ch. Tarahill s Casey Ceur D,

weight or height or missing
teeth, those kinds of things.
First of all, teeth are not a prob-
lem in my breed and secondby. if
they were, I.don't care how
many teeth the dogis missing:
it doesn’t need teeth to herd
reindeer nor does it need tecth
e pull a sled. So teeth aren’t
important. Again; I know |
mention this a lot, but I keep
going back to doing the job the
dog was bred to do. Dobermans
were bred as guard dogs.  All
they had 1o do was make one
leap and latch onto the burglar,
once. They absolutely have to
have a good mouth, Missing

swirilisers o snose blindness?

Very possible. In a perfect
world where natoure takes over
and vou don't have breeder
interference, where you don't
have modern technalogy, you
don’t have to worry about dis.
gualifications because natre will
disqualify. Nature will take carc
ol it.

Showld cheampnons be shecialed

Not all champions are spe:
cialed.  Special champions
should be ipu.idlcd (laughier)
Specialing 15 a different animal.
its a dlﬂ?:rm: ball game and a
whole different world, and 1
speak as someone who did a lot
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of specialing. There's only a
handful ef people in my breed
that have specialed the number
of dogs that 1 have at the level
that I have. The sport is chang:-
ing: it’s extremely competitive.
Specialing is wugh. I personally
couldn't special a dog, handling
iv myself because today, unless
you're willing to £o to between
125-150 dog shows a year, your
dog is not competitive. That
mearis thrée or four days a week
vou are on the road and on a lat
of airplanes today, which is
another thing that has changed
about the sport. Not very many
of us can physically afford o be
at 150 dog shows a year, plus
the ravel tme. You're talking
about 30 percent of the time
being on the road.

My personal feeling is that
when [ specialed a dog, it was
be the number one Samoyed: 1
wasn't interested in having the
number two Samoyved, [ didn't
always achieve that goal. |
guess 'm making a distinction
between specialing a dog and
occasionally showing a champi-
on of record in the Best of Breed
class. There's a difference.
There are a lot of people out
there, and I'm not being eritical
of that, who have champions
and are showing them in their
local dog shows or at whatever,
once or twice a month. Then
there are people who are very
seriously campaigning a dog to
be the number one Samoyed in
the country. They are attending
100 plus dog shows d year,

Dies making the Top Ten mean
arything ¥

Mean anyvthing how? In
terms. of personal gratification,
in terms of selling more puppics,
in terms of more stud services?
Obviously it meant something to
mie because it was the zoal [ was
trying to achieve. Yes. Tt was
important to me for a while
because I'm very competitive by
nature. Being number one
didn’t necessarily translate to
what I was or wasn't doing in a
breeding program. Sometimes |
would blow people’s minds
because 1 would have people call
me and say they wanted to
breed to whatever number one
Samoved 1 had at the time. The
first qIIESIiun I would ask them
was, “Why?" That usually
dumbfounded them because
they didn’t understand that,
The next thing I'd sav. which
really dumbfounded them, was
“What do yeu think my dog's

£



single bigeest Fault is?™ They
really didn't understand that.
I'd then ask. “What is your
bitch’s greatest strength?” They
wouldn't know that either.
“Why do you want to breed to
this dog?” I'd ask, Generally,
the answer was, “Because he's
the big winner.,” Then I'd say,
“Why don’t [ send you the
show record and you can breed
o that!” l{lnutrh:c:!l

When pmp]c would call me
for stud service, and I remember
at one time 1 had four or five
males in the kennel, including
Buddy who was a big winner
anel the number one Samoyed in
the country. 1 had Rudy who
was a champion but had never
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the ring until the time he
became the mnumber one
Samoyed. Nothing got worse
about the dog, despite what
some people might have told
you: nothing got better about
the dog. The dog’s genctics
didn’t change, his conformation
didn’t change and his pedigree is
still the same. The only thing
that changed was the amount of
winning that he did. That's
why all my dogs were the same
price because 1 felt you should
be breeding to the pedigree.
You should be breeding to the
genetics and not the ribbons,

S Would f‘m;‘uu'ru'i':e.'!frm helpy or
lrerrm the drevd ;

Harm the breed. All you

Ch. Tarahll's Cavey Can D,

been back in the ring since then,
and I had a voung male who
had never been in the ring and
didn't have a single poim
toward his championship. [ also
had another dog who had done
some Group winnings, | would
tell them that my stud price was
the same for every dog. The
dog that has never been in the
ting is the same price as the
number one Samoved in the
country, cr:uIcT do that
because one dog was not neces-
sarily berter than another, This
dog had just had more opportu-
nity, more advertising and more
money spent on him, That
doesn’t necessanly mean he was
better, None of his faults got
better when he won Best in
Show. Nothing about this dog
changed before he walked o

have to do s look back histon-
cally, The Dalmatian people
just gritted their tecth when One
Hrundred and One Dalmations: was
re-released.  Lassie Come Home
was a nightmare for Collie
breeders. Chihualua people are
just cringing over the Taco Bell
commercial. All you have to do
15 look at any breed that has
been popular. Jack Russell peo-
ple wish that Frazier would get
the little Jack Russell off the TV
show. Any breed that has been
popular, whether it's Poodles;
Boxers, Rotowellers — whatever
breed you want to look at that
has been popular — generally
going along with that to meet
the public demand. you have
indiscriminate breeders. You
have 4 lot of breeders who are
motivated by profic rather than

the best interest of the breed and
ultimately, because of the indis-
criminate breeding, it hurts the
breed: Then you see increased
numbers of animals in the shel
Lers.

By and large Samoyed
brecders are very happ'.' with
where we are:  we're well-
known enough that people who
are genuimely going to seek out
a Samoyed or go to a dog show
or buy a book on purebred dogs
and do a lictde bit of rescarch are
aware of who we are. Generally
speaking, before they call us
thev're aware of the fact that
there’s s..[:ing i be a ume com-
mitnient in terms of grooming.
We're popular enough thata lot

(lavghter) Do I think judg-
ing is far? Well .. et me think
about how 1 want to politically
answer this. (laughter) There
are an awhul lot of accusations
out there about bad judging, an
awful lot of criticism ﬁ'ﬂm
exhibitars, generally the losers.
about polines and advertising
playing roles. T speak about this
openly because a lat of that eri-
cism was directed ar me. or
some of my friends who have
done a lot of advertising or used
professional handlers. It's poli-
tics, it's politics, it’s politics,
that's how we won. [ see a loo
less pnhl.l{::tl Judging or il you
will, “crooked judging.” Most
judges are not crooked; chey

Ch, Tarahill's Lucky Duckiing.

of peaple know who we are,
Were not so popular as w lind
great quantities an ammal shel-
ters or lots of indiscriminate
breeding.. There is no profi
motive i breeding Samoyeds,
thank God. Based on what the
breed is, it’s a large breed -
although the standard says
we'te a medivm-sized working
breed - most people look at
these :iugs and say thev're big
dogs. They're w hite and for the
average owner they require a lot
of grooming. When you put
those factors together, t
doesn’'t make them the best dog
for evervbody,

Do yout fﬁe'n.ﬁ_;'nrfing i fari?

That's a leaded question,
isn'ti? (laughter)

Feonld follree zeith what can be
done to tmprove if?
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might be stupid, but they're not
crooked. There's not-as much
cducated judging going on, -al
least what 1 would like to-see.in
my breed. Judges and some
breeder-judges even, tend to et
hung up on minor points instead
of looking at the overall picture.
You'd say thal fomy fudging 1
less the J'(\I.rff U:f pl‘.ur}t'ut and more the

Jfact that Hn,r eloni ¥ fnote the freed

wiell?

Yes. I won't tell you that
politics doesn’t influence it
That would be naive tosay that
It's human nature. Say tomor-
row you're judging the dog
show and standing in the ring
are two people — one is your
friend and one a wial stranger -
and they have equally good
dogs. If you tell me human
nature says you'll go with the




foot down wrong, it gives the
Judge a reason not to put your
dog up. Yuur dog beats himsell.
When you're at the National
i-'E)CLt.llt\ and you 're down to the
wire, and you've-got plenty of
dogs out there, the dog that is
bunny hopping, barking or
doing stupid things is zving the
Judge a reason to climinate him.
When you are at the lower lev-
els of competition and your dogs
are in the classes, if you have a
good guality dog and he's above
average — and most judges are
pretey: tolerant and they'll ask
you to do the pattern again or
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aggressive dogs because, as Tve
said, temperament 15 50 Impor-
tant to me. It depends on if
they're aggressive because of a
fear thing, like the shy dog, but
that has manifested tself in a dif-
ferent way. Probably the same
thing, bringing confidence to the
animal will help. If it’s aggres-
sive because of genectics or
because of the dog’s tempera-
ment ar nature, you might geo i
under control but I don't know
that you're ever going to correct
it,

Do

You've wsed Jirieflers a ot

vou ik @ bignamed handler helf

Ch. Tarahill’s Everybody Duck. This ad satd, “the real working dog. "

slow the dog down = [ think
training is less important at
lower levels.

{-r-l'” ||J|'h wr (fi:‘:?l l"||‘|‘|I {f’”g"l P[JP'
correcled by trammg?

That depends on, first of all,
the degree to which they are shy
or aggressive and acu.mnih.
wlw-1 I think the shy dog s
probably easier to deal with
because the dog is wsually shy
because of lack of exposure 1o
things and therefore, a lack of
confidence, You can build up a
dog’s confidence by exposing it
to different things and as it gains
confidence in itself, that shyness
disappears.

I've had less experience with

the dog o wm?

Absalutely! No queston,

Can you give any specfic aduvice
fo sremers who would ke fo handle
.I".|J|'r’r! et .rfugu 7’

Besides all the ohvious
advice about taking tips and
handling classes, having vour
dog clean and all the other obi-
ous things that evervone else is
going to give you, the best picce
of advice that T ever got was
from an old-time handler who i
now deceased, by the name of
George Garleton. He was an
ald English breeder and handler
in Livomia, Michigan, and 1 used
to take handling classes from
him back in the very early
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1970%s. What he said o us
novices was, " That lead 152 tele-
graph and you are telegraphing
everything to your dog. I
}fuu'rr nervous or uptight about
this; you will immediately tele-
graph that to your animal.”
Take a valium, take a break,
take a deep breath - do what
vou have to = but don't convey
to vour animal that he his a rea-
som to-be afraid. For nowvices;
fun matches are a great way to
buaild confidence because it's cer-
tainly a more relaxed setbing,

Hm'r you done any sa'rrfrf.rura '
herdme ar anw.’h.rag like theat? :

No. The first herding-titled
dog in the breed was a Tarahill
dog owned by Sharon Parker,
but 1 had nothing to do with
that. She did it all en her own,
I just bred the dog. Firsvof all,
sledding is out F'Lh.a question
here in Adanta. . (laughter) Even
when I was living in Michigan,
the problem with sledding is that
vou h.m to do 1t n l.hc W I.I'IIC'I.'
and it’s eold, (laughter) “There
snow on the ground when you
der sledding and I didn't like that
part either. (laughier)

That's & defomite r.fu.-m"a.rm!r:gg
ffrfm".’.'r:'r,' Also, 1f you're gomg to
herdd retdeer ...

[t"s all back to that cold
weather and snow thing that 1
had a problem with, )

Do you feel that a breed should
o zhat 1t was bred for?

Absolutely! Obviously none
of my animals have ever seen a
reinidecr, unless they saw 1t on
TV one mght when they were
lyving here on the floor. (laugh-
ter] 1 want to be able to think
that they are capable. It's mter-
esting, it's only been recently
that the Samoyeds have been
aceepted intw the herding, and
it's wonderful to know that
we're generation alter genera-
don removed from the Antaretic
and the herding of reindeer. It's
wonderfuol to know that the
basic instinet isstll so bred into
these dogs that even people who
were experienced with herding
tests and insunct tials were just
amazed at the pumber of
Samoyeds that had the nataral
mstinct and: ability to herd,
That was exciting,

You ve tramed your dogs wer the

years, bt rohat leeee Hie J!ng_'n .f.:mg.-'ﬂ
e ?

The single biggest thing
these dogs taught me was how
to be a better parent, T had dogs
for ten years before 1 had a child
and in those ten years: they
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stained carpes, they chewed
woodwork, thew tore up chairs,
they got hair on the upholstery
and m general just kind of
trashed the house, not unlike a
toddier. (laughter) They waught
me that what they were willing
to give me and the ways they
were able to enrich my e were
so much more important than
having clean carpeis, Because of
that, I was able to have the
patience with a child. 1 also real.
ized that training @ puppy and
raising a child were not that
much different: they both needs
lots-of love: they both need
parameters set; they both need
consistency, The only differ-
ence is that your child will even-
tually outgrow his dependency
on you and your anmimal never
will. Very similar though. rais-
ing children and animals 15 very
similar. They really taught me
that the kid was going w spill
cornflakes and mark on the wall,
bt it was going o be okay.

Were your breedings natural or
confrolfed ?

All controlled. 1 wouldn't
risk injuring a swd dog or hurt-
mg a bitch,

How do you help the mating
ilong?

Ve were physically there.
Actually, Chris was the wonder-
ful one. I was lousy at trying to
zet dogs mated.  Chris has this
natural charm to her. We
would generally help the male
or hold the bitch and encourage
the male, We were real
involved, just making sure tha
nobody got hurt,

D{J)rm have an opiton about
wileart 15 at farr stud fee?

I can say this with no hidden
agenda because 1 don't own a
stud dog. Gene Curtis and T dis-
cussed this years ago when
Kolinka's Quilted Bear was still
being shown, and my old Casey
dog. He said then that our stud
fees were way too low., The
stud fee should equal the price
of a good, show-quality puppy.
When 1 gou started in the breed
back in the 1970, a good,
show-quality puppy was running
about $175 1o 3200, The swd
fee was running about $150 or
s0.- What's happened over ume
is that our puppy prices have
increased far more rapidly than
our stud fees. Our fee should be
higher; 1t should be the same as
a good show-quality puppy
which today is averagmg some-
where between $850 w 51,000,
Stud fees are still somewhere



around $600 ar so,

I‘f"‘.".l'f'_J'u.'.r.' aratles at slseel lo ont-
itrle fritehes ?

Yes, they were, We owe
that to Penary Nunmally., At one
point 1 got on my high horse
and said that my rlm;l;s wouldn't
be avaiable to unwhmg outside
my own kenmel. Penny Nunnal-
Iy is a very famous Irish seter
breeder here in the Atlanta area
whom ['ve know for twenty
years while she was in Cleve-
land and T was in Michigan.
After | moved here to Adanta,
we reacquainted ourselves. We
both use the same ver and we
were talking one day and she
asked iF my dogs were available,
I said, "No, not reallv.” She
asked 1l there are problems in
our breed, OF course, there are,
and she said, "If vou have what
you think are above-average
dogs that vou think can correct
some of the breed problems and
you aren’t making them avail-
able to approved bitches, then
you are part of the problem.” |
thought about that and realized
that she was right. S0 yes, my
dogs were available.

Dhd you ever refuse to servie a
btk aned fofp

Yes, [ enther felt that the
biteh did not have ¢nough
redeeming qualities that she
should be bred. or that she
didn’t have the proper clear
ances for me - the OFA. the
CERF

Would you breed fo o dag with a
very Serjous fault i i were puistand-
g tn other areas?

Yes. Absolutely,
beat,

What fanits would keep you fron
breeding fo o dog?

Temperament, (laughter)
We're back: to the temperament
thing. but over the years | won't
say that 1 wasn't brecding for
the show ring because | was,
was breeding for mvsell and [
was breeding for the next sreat
winner, but I was also very.,
very aware of the fact that in the
process of that, I was producing
animals that were going to be
someone's pets.  Lhey were
going to be a child's pet and
|.1r:11p|.11l::m animal. 1 was
always very concerned about
the genetics. the health and the
temperament of that animal,

Have vou handled a lot of mat-
g ?

No, As T said earlier, we
didn’t do a lot of breedings at
my kennel. Even though T kept
somewhere berween filteen and
cighteen dogs around, it was

In a heart-
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rare for us to have more than
two huers a vear. Occasionally,
we might have three liners in a
vear, but that was very rare.
Most vears'it was two litters, In
three hitters, however., | was pro-
ducing what everyone else was
producing in two litters, because
[ was averaging four puppies per
lier. We were producing eight
or twelve puppies a vear. We
weren't having a lov of ouside
bitches brought to us, and we
were only breeding two or three
livters a year so. no, we didnt
have a lot of breedings.

I i _E:-k.v(f' et ta Ir.?}'[.'g‘(]l Mo i ;,-_.J,‘,.
wnming. dog; regaradiess of the pedr
grees?

You know what 1 think
about that: il you want w breed
to a top winning dog because he
is-a top winning dog, then just
breed 1o his ribbons!  (laughter)
Let the swd owner send vou a
Best in Show ribbon i the mail
and breed o that,  (laugheer)
It's obviously not the dog you're
interested in anyhow,
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Ch. Taralill's Everybody Buck.

Hover many litlers: do you think-a
Biteh should have, and wehat shoutd de
the yowngest anel oldest w biteh showld
be .ﬁ'.rf.'f?

That will vary from bitch 1o
bitch., First of all, the youngest
absolutely cannot be vounger
than two vears old because you
have w0 have an OFA certfica-
tion and you have to have a
CERF number, in my opinion
anyway, before you should even
consider breeding.  “That’s num-
ber one. How old should be
they be? It depends. Nature
was kimder to us women than to
our canine companions, At
some point Nature said, “You're
oo old to be a mother and I'm
going to fix it so you can't be a
mother,” Maother Nature wasn't
a5 kind to our amimal compan-
ians when she said, “T'll let you
be a mother untl the day you
die.” Obviously, it's going to
depénd on the bitch and her
health, weighe, muscle tone. cte.
We had personal policies a1 my
kennel: one was that the dng
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only got bred four umes in her
hife, Ididn't care if the dog was
the greatest producing bich 1
ever had. [ didn't care il every-
thing the bitch produced was a
muluple Best m Show winner,
Four times. Period. End of dis
cussionn. If I didn't get some-
thing in those four litters that
was zood enpugh to take intw
the next generation, then the
bitch didn’t need 1o be part of
my br cedim; program, and why
would T think that I'd get it in
the ffth Lieer? I,I:I.LlF_,l'llL]"I That
was my persanal lecling: four
times and out.

What we generally did was
finish their championships
between the ages of two and
three, depending on the dog,
When Buddy was really run-
ning hoe and heavy at the height
of hus career, Chris couldn’t take
a lot of class stuff to show, It
would hurt Buddy’s chances if
she wern Winners Dog or Win-
ners Bitch, or she was traveling
by hersell or flying, so when




Buddy retired we had a lot of

young dogs in the kennel that
had been waiting for the oppor-
tunity to show, Generally
speaking. though. they would
finish their championship
between the ages of two and
three and at that point they had
their OFA and CERF, Wha |
liked 1o do was breed my bitchies
back-to-back seasons, which 1
know a lot of people don’t agree.
Many people believe in breeding
them once, giving them a season
offl and then breeding them
again: [ did back-to-back sea-
sons because my bitches rarely
had a problem whelping, [ rarely
had a c-section, my bitches were
usually very healthy with few
problems and very linde human
mterference and. again, small lit-
ters which weren't likely to drag
down the bitch. I did the back-
to-back stasons and then
5L:£pc:l a year. Then bred
back-to-back seasons again and
then spaved. Sometimes they
staved with me and grew old,
like Lucky Duckling; sometimes
they were still young enough,
mavbe only four years old at
that time, to be somebody's pet.
Obviously you can place a four-
vear-old; placing a six-year-old is
a little tougher.

Did you help your bitches swheip?

Yes:

Did you supplement feed very
youung pufpies?

No, I never had o because |
had these very small livers.

Dl you wean the pupynes or let
the bitely oo 4.

No. We generally weaned,

At what ages did you evaluate
puppnes far et ov show qualty, and
st diel you Jovk for?

Generally, when they fin-
ished their championship 1
decided they were sg:m quality,
laughter) T always ger tickled
with these breeders that sdy they
have a whole litter of show-gual-
ity puppics. In all the years that
I bred, 1 was never able to
accomplish an entive liver that 1
thought was show quality,
What I found even maore amaz-
ing was these breeders who
could aceomplish it when the
puppics were three days old!
(asghter) I had a conversadon
with somebody telling me they
had a whole litter of show- -quali-
ty puppies that were only three
days old. This was at a dinner
party that I was having, and
somebody else at the table
looked at them and said, “What
can you tell ena three-day-old
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puppy?” T tumed and said, “It's
alive. It's breathing.™ That's it,
Obviously these people are bet
ter than I 'What I used to tell
people who would call me-and
say they wanted to buy a show-
quality puppy was that |
couldn’t sell them a show-quality
puppy because no such thing
existed, in my opinion. [ can
sell you a show-prospect puppy.
I c;_n sell bm w;:ﬁ ba%cd gnPFhe

cdigree, based on the parents,
Eascﬁﬂ;:-n the lineage, bE&cd on
what [ know of this dam'’s prior
breeding, based on what I know
of the stud dog’s prior puppies,
based on what I see in this
puppy today and based on my
experience:  what I predict will
be a show dog when it matures.
[ cannod guarantee that iv is a

WORKING
GROUP

Ower the vears I've heard a lot
of breeders stand ringside with a
less than sterling example of
their breeding program in the
show ring. !.-cu'ir)ody knew
that the breeder sold that puppy
as a show puppy at a big price,
now the b[CEdLF s standing there
saying, "I can't even believe
they're showing that puppy
when it was sold strictly as a pet,
and they've broken the con-
tract!” When the AKC hmited
registration came into being, it
- &
said yvou cannot register the off-
sEn'ng- of this puppy: therefore,
the financial incentive is taken
away, and you can't show i, so
no longer did breeders have the
coprout of standing ringside and
saying they had sold itas-a pet.
(laugher)

Ch. Tarahill's Everybody Duck.

show puppy.

Did you sell on termy ov cash
anly?

I was willing to sell on terms
and did sell quite a few that
way. I always kept the papers
until the deg was paid off
Enock on wood, other than one
bad experience, [ never was
cheated. [ ablways fele that peo-
ple might be willing to cheat
MasterCard ar Visa, which were
faceless corporations, more $o
than they were willing to chear
an individual,

Did yau sell pet puppres with
s/ nenter agreements ?

Yes. Absolutely. In fact, 1
think the limited registration by
the AKC 15 one of the greatest
things to come down the pike.

Huww about puppies back when

o e solel a betch?

No, First of all, 1 gor messed
up with some of those contracts
early in my show career and [
always felt that I charged a fair
price, sometimes more than a
fair price, but 1 n:h1rgc1:l a good
price for my puppies. 1 fgured
it was my job to mentor and
educate you before vou took the
puppy out of my possession.
Then it was your puppy. Hope-
fully I did a good job ' in screen:
ing out uncthical people. Hope:
fully 1 did a goc}clpjnb in educat-
ing you as to what the breed
was and what vou should do 1o
improve the breed. It was your
puppy to de with as you
pleased. This tying up in con-
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tracts forever is crazy. If the dog
was that good, I had no business
getting rid of it. (langhter)

Al wohat age do you think propses
shauld be placed fr their nevo home 2

That depends. I've read all
those arucles thar wlk abour the
critical periods in a puppy’s life.
It depends oo on the breed.
Samoyeds are very unique. You
think this male dog, whose
umbilical cord 1 cut, 15 devoted
to me. | promise vou, he will
get in the car with you right
now, and by the time vou're two
miles down the read, he'll look
at you and say; “Cheryl whe?”
(laughter) That's part of the rea-
son [ never had a problem plac
ing adul dogs in homes, They
are very adaptable. This Tiule
Pomeranian would be heartsick
if something were to | el 1o
me. She wi in my loss.
These § S"lmn\ eds would be
happy with whomever is feeding
them tomorrow. They are very
adaptable: Tdeally for puppies
going into new homes, ciglht o
ten weeks because that's giving
the breeder a chance to evaluate,
and by then they are single
teacking. 1 have a problem plac-
ing yvounger puppies, particular-
ly wounger bitch puppies,
because they learn a lot on how
1o be a mothér from their own
mother and if vou ke them oo
carly, they don't get a chance to
learn those maternal instincts,
Ledarned insuncis? That's an
interesting oxymoron, isn't it?
(laughter) [ have no problem
placing older puppies. 1 don't
think the new owner has missed
anything by taking the puppy at
twelve weeks or six months or
whatever.

What o you feed your dogs?

For years and years and
vears, | fed lams. | raised a cou-
ple of generations on Tams, and 1
think in the last couple of vears
they have changed their base, if
vou will. It's kind of an interest-
ing phenomena that has
occurred, and it has nothing o
do with anything, except that it's

one of those interesting things:

that has occurred. It's like
mothers with babies: every
pediatrician in the world will tell
yrju that there is no reason {or a
baby who is teething to ever
hﬂ.\"ﬂ £l 'ru:m}' nose Or 'a sore
throat. Every mother of a tod-
dler will tell you that babies will
have a runny nose and sore
throat when they teethe.  All of
a4 sudden, when I moved w
Georgia, my dogs were missing



breedings. I was missing with
lots of bitches. I was breeding
lots of combinations of swud
dogs and bitches, and 1 was
missing everything, [ was rack-
ing my brain trying to figure out
what 10 was. [ literally had the
same tile in this kennel that |
had in the Michigan kennel. 1
was trying to figure out if it was
the adjustment 1o temperature
or just what it was, The bottom
line was that I switched dog
food and stopped having prob-
lems. interestingly encugh.
Maybe it's a coincidence, |
don’t want 1o knock lams.

Now [ feed Seience Diet and
[ also feed Nature's Recipe, 1
like both of those foads.  First of
all, you don't have to worry
about feeding Samoyeds because
these dogs eat, If they don't eat
two days in a row, take them ta
the vet because they're dying.
(laughter) These dogs don’t
miss & meal. 've never had a
bad eater. I've never had a dog
that didn't scarfl down every-
thing within twelve seconds.
You could feed them rocks or
anything, and they thrive.
They're not like Boxers or some
other breeds where you have to
really worry about what they
cat. They are just a healthy
breed. Ddon Hastings, who used
to work for Science Diet years
ago, told me that one of the
leading causes of death in dogs
today is kidney failure, and the
reason they're having kidney
failure is that we're feeding them
a diet that is 0o high in protein,
Kidneys can't digest all thar. He
also said that we are waiting 100
long to switch our dogs. and this
was in the old dayvs before all
these senior light diets came
onte the market, and that we
should be switching them over
to & senior formula sooner.
What | did was switch every-
thing in my kennel over 1o the
senior formula by the time they
were four or five years old,
Unless the dog was being actve-
ly campaigned or actively bred,
it was put on the senior formula.
Most of my dogs live to be thir-
teen. fourteen or fifteen.

Do your feed any sipfifemeints?

I give them some canned
meat with it. That's all.

Do you condition your dogs and
finyr?

When I was running a ken-
nel, I did not condition them,
they conditioned themselves.,
My outdoor runs were all gravel
and every two indoor runs led
to an outdoor run, so they had
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somebady to play with. The
reasan they were on gravel was
to keep those nice tight feet and
to reduce the number of calluses
the Samoyeds would get. Those
are nasty. All my runs were
designed on angles so the dogs
hiad to run uphill and downhill.
They exercised themselves,
barking at squirrels and neigh-
bors and each other, and run-
ning back and farth. We condi-
tioned the specials dogs on a
readmill.

How muech groonting should fie
clone ?

That's an individual dog
question.  The difference
between grooming this bitch and
grooming this dog is dramatic.
Some dogs need very little
grooming. If they have a cor-
rect coat, it kind of takes care of
the standoffing by uself, Some
dogs-are just like children: the
kid walks through the vard and
he's filthy by the time he gets to
the other end of the yard, It
depends on the individual dog:
the quantity of coat and the
guality of coat:

Do you haye any favorite groom-
g prolucts or fo ol ?

The greatest thing cver
invented, and for new people in
the sport who will f]i::;d this
unbehevable, in the early 1970)'s,
there were none of these forced
dryers on the market that are so
popular now, these cattle dryers.
We would bathe a Samoyed and
literally blow that Samoved dry
with our hand-held hair dryer
like we use on our own hair.
We're talking six hours on a
male with a full coat! We're
talking a nightmare! That
lorced dryer is the single preat
¢st invention that ever came
along. Chris alwiys gets mad at
me because | don't bathe them.
She thinks I can do it better than
the groomer, but I hate bathing
dogs. Now that they're just
house pets, 1 send them to the
grnumur l:".'l':'l—}' twao ar Iil]'ﬂc
weeks to be bathed. These dags
haven't had a bath in two
weeks. Once a week they're put
on the grooming table and I use
the force dryer on the coat, All
that dead hair goes blowing
away. That's the single greatest
thing to come down the pike.

g’.ﬁnuﬁf these dogy be seissored?

The standard says no. The
standard says they should not
be. When I had big winning
dogs out, I'got a lat of criticism
about them all being scissored,
and I will tell vou now that they
were not, absolutely not, scis-

Ch, Tarahills Exvryhody Duek with Tudee Warnock.

sored, There are very few peo-

ple out there whe believed me,
but I don’t think they should be
scissored.  It's one thing if you
want to enhance 5nmc:i:]‘ing for
the show ring, but it's quite
another if vou want o visually
change the outline of a dog. If a
judge has any smarts at all, the
minute they put their hands on
the dog, they can tell it’s high in
the rear; it doesn't matter how
much vou scissor the topline.

Can you describe your kennel
sedupr for us?

I was fortunate in that every
kennel I've built Kept getting
more and more claborme. The
kennel here in Georgia has some
things done differently than the
kennel in Michigan. The
Michigan kennel never had air
conditioning because there was
no need for w. It was set in the
woods and it had radiant heat
set in the floor, Another thing
from Dr. Mastosky: he believed
that if you were Keeping the
floor warm, it was not that
important to keep the air warm.
Makes good sensc because it
helped keep the dogs in better
coat, | didn’t have w keep the
kennel as warm because the
radiant heat ran through copper
tubing under the tile. The Geor-
gia kennel, which was the last
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kennel, was abour 3,000 square
feet. One of the things that [
learned with every: kennel I've
built, was that I made the indoor
run smaller. Every indoor run
wias four square feet. Young
S\ELHLU}"CEJS tend w be piggy ;|_m|.
by confining their space 1o four
by four rather than four by six.
they tended to stay a litde clean-
er,. They all had pick-wick
doors which opened in and our,
and guillodne  doors on top of
that. Ewervbody was locked in
at night. The inside kennel was
all done n ceramic tle up. the
walls. I had a horse trough mn-
ning through the back of it so
the kennel was powerwashed
every day. You'd come in with
the powerwasher, turn the
troughs on, powerwash every-
thing, and it sloped 1o the back
of the run, through big drains
that were covered and off it
went.  The outdoor runs were
all twenty feer. As T said before,
every two indoor tuns went intg
one outdoor run, $o nobody
ever got bored.  The dogs were
separated at night to sleep or
they were separated to eat. but
other than that they had a play-
mate, unless it was a bitch in
season. The specials dogs
always lived by themselves, We
did have a few runs that were




isolated. The outdoor runs
were dug down three feet and
had sealed cement with French
drains. On top of the sealed
¢ement was lintestone, on wop of
the limestone was: patio cement
block and on top of that was
crushed river rock.

When I moved o Georgia
everyone sald my dogs were
gaing 1o be full of red clay; they
could hardly wait to see these
white dogs full of red clay, One
tmme | had a handler who cune
to the kennel who said, *1 know
now why your dogs look the
way they do. It's not what you
do at the dog show, it's how
they live every day of their
lives." That's true. If you're
very seripus and competitive,
you can't ler the dog run around
the vard and pull it out the mght
before, @ive it a bath and expect
to be competitive, It's what
went into those dogs all the
time, every day of their lives.

Back to the kennel setup:
they had these indoor-outdaor
runs, The kennel was air condi-
tioned, the dogs were lef owt
every morming and were free to
come and go.  Bevond the ow
side screened fence. we had a
wood fence with screeming and a
roof. They were never in the
U Or lTlCﬁqllil{)(‘.‘S or whitever,
They were really protected from
the elements. They could go
inside to lay in the air condition-
ing any time during the day they
wanted, They could zo owside
to play. They could come and
go ar will.  Clean water was at
their disposal at all umes, pro-
vided by an automatic watering
systemm,  That's how they lived.
There were eighteen runs, nine
on each side.  As vou walked n,
the front of kennel had a kitchen
arca to one side and beyond that
was the treadmill area, with
tables and chairs and then a stor-
age room for dog food, e On
the other side were two half-
curved glass block walls, One
of the things that 1 learned to do
at this kKennel was to solate the
grooming roam, My other ken-
nel was more open, and every
time you got done grooming
vou had to sweep the whole
cennel because dog hair was
everywhere, Now 1 confine tha
more s¢ there is less to clean.
Beyond that was the bathing b
and washer and dryer, and on
the other side of that was a sepa-
rate area for puppics. Puppies
were always whelped and grew
up-in my house. In facy at the
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old house they had their own
puppy roomy with tle four feet
ip the wall, next to my study
because I thought that human
socialization was important to
the babies, that they not be in
the kennel but in the house.
Then when thev got 1o be six o
eight weeks old, they went ot
to the keanel. They didn't go in
with the-adult population. They
still stayed isolated but in an
area where there were lots of
people. They were sill in the

middle of things, with people
coming in and out of the kennel

stock program is different than
going from two pets 10 six pets.
It's a whole different mental awg-
tude. T had some hard and Fast
rules and some do-not-break
rules at my place. One of those
rules was that when you had
uppies. when you came home
rom a dog -hm-' you did nat
go to the puppies’ room until
yvou had showered and com:
pletely changed clothes.. Once
bitches were bred. they never
went to & dog show. Dogs that
went to and from dog shows
were completely isolated from
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all day. The puppics had their
own indoar-outdoor area as
well.

Citn aefull meles el ! Jemaley be
ket together in the same rin or exer-
eliearen?

Absolutely, Generally they
get along better than two
females or two males do,

How tmprortant is omimal hus-
bandry?

As 1 said, Nancy Marun
taught me o great deal about ani-
mal husbandry. It's very impor-
tant. That's probably one ol the
single bigeest mistakes backyard
breeders make, and I made it
oo, We assume that taking care
of two housepers and breeding
hvestack are the same, Most of
us do not make that distinction.
Taking care:of a breeding live-
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the rest of the populacon.

What qelince would you grve fo
Breeders pud starfing.oud?

Besides be smarter than |
was in the beginning? Read
your standard before vou buy
vour first dog, besides: that kind
of advice? (laughter) If you
can, find someone willing o
mentor you, There’s no one
right answer. As Flo said, "The
standard is like the Bible and we
all have our own interpretation
ofit." The same advice that I'm
sure yvou've heard in every inter-
view vou've ever done:  read
lots of books, talk to lots of peo-

le, etc. Not to say that the
];dmmcd people have not been
valuable in my education and
growth, but some of my maost
important lessons have come
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from outside my breed. Nume
ber one, it will help you get a
better perspective on your
brecd, and number two, peaple
from outside your breed are not
in competition with youw: They
have no puppics to sell you,
they have no stud fee to sell
vou, they have no personal gain
or jaded interest in this. It's
sOImerimes. casier o get a more
honest opinion from outside the
breed.

Fhieh kenmels would you eonsid-
er-for b the best today ?

For vears when people
would call me about-a puppy.
they would tell me they had con-
tacted such-and-such a kennel,
ar they would ask me what |
thought about a certain breeder.
My comment was always that i
was my personal policy not to
discuss other breeders or breed-
ing programs. I think there are
a lot of good kennels out there
today and people are working
with-a lot of good bloodlines. 1
think the advice | gave to myself
years ago still holds true today:
I won't discuss other breeders or
their bloodlines. *].mqhu_r]

Would you recommend joining o
lncal breed chub, a Nabonal breed rﬂ'mfr
ar an all brecd dub ¥

Of those three, the one |
would say that vou should abso-
lutely belong to 15 the National
breed club. T had a bich from
Ohio come o me for breeding a
couple of yvears ago. A mce
bitch. In fact, several of the pup-
pies have finished their champi-
onships. 1 was on the phone
with this gentleman one ume
and he was saying that he didn't
think they could make 1t to the
National this year, but that they
were zoing to make it to the
Garden instead. [ kind of
chewed him out on the phone a
little bit. T said that before he
had the audacity to call himself a
breeder, the most important
show in the country that he
needed to attend was the
National Spcrialt}. before he
worried about going to Madison
Square Garden and the West-
minster Kennel Club. The sin-
gle most important l:[u‘q show in
this country, if you're going to
comsider juurat_[’t a breeder, &
the National, Auending 1]1r:
National and belonging to the
Natonal breed club gives vou a
broader perspeetive.

In terms of the loeal breed
club or the all breed club (and T
hive been a member of both
and am-still currently a member




of the Metropolitan Atlanta
Samoyed Club), it depends on
what is in vour avea. The prob-
lem is thar many times we tend
to get very political and have
polincal agendas. Many times,
local all breed ¢lubs can be
divided into [actions and have
warring factions with highly
olitical agendas within the club.
[ vou are a novice just starting
in this sport, that may not be the
best place for you 1o get an edu-
cation, Local breed clubs are
many tmes wonderful and it's a
wonderful way to enjoy your
breed with local fanciers who
may ar may not put on a ﬁhl'ﬂ-'l'
or fun matches, Sometmes it 15
dominated by one particular
bloodline or one prominent
breeder, and if vou don’t have
that same bloodling or are of a
like mind, it may be difficult for
vou to have a different opinion.
It depends on the local breed
club and the all breed club that
dre in your area, but without a
doubt join your National breed
club.

Do you think the parent ol is
daing enough to- edueate judges and
newe wmemibers ?

Our parent club is doing a
goad job. We have a judges’
education committee. We run
symposioms at the National
every vear for judges and we've
put a comnmuttee together to do
that. Could we do more? Well,
that's like asking il we are doing
enough o cure cancer. Well,
VES We arg, bu: maore Cﬂ"ﬂilﬂ}'
could be done. Are we domg
enaugh for world peace? Well,
ves, but we could do more. No
matter what it 15, vou could do
more,  The tools are there and
available for education il a judge
wants to learn. You can't [orce-
feed anybody but if you have
judges who want to learn about
this breed, it is certainly avail-
able.

The same answer applics for
novices: you can't force-feed
anybody. Some novices come
into this sport eager to learn and
want to-acquire all the knowl-
edge they can. Some novices
come into this sport eager to
learn and in less time than it
ok me to ger an OFA number
on my first dog, they know
more than I know wday! In
eighteen months in the breed,
they have managed to acquire
more knowledge than all of us
old-timers have acquired in
twenty or thirty years. It's avail:
able there if you have the nght
mindset.

T:Jrr' Smm;}'f_'n" {@(ﬂ! Fr'f'.l_':.'
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Lo an ARC wideo avenlable for
your breed?

Yes.

53t o good one?

Yes. Acwually, right now
Karen McEarland s putting
together-a CD-ROM that is sup-
posed to be even better because
it's supposed to be a computer
enhanced thing for faults and
whatnat.

Do you feel theve & adequate lit-
crature, books and magazines avail-
n'ﬁ.lﬂlr'_,l’r]r_}'rr;.rr' breed?

Yes, but again, this sn't like
Rorttweilers or Dobermans,
We're not a real popular breed
with large: numbers, so I'm not
sure that the breed could sup-
port another magazine even 1f
somebody wanted 1o start one,
We have the national breed
publication. We publish the
minutes of all the board meet-
ings in it, along with all the club
business, a lenter from the presi-
dent, the AKC report, and we
do a haison from all the local
breed clubs that wamt o submit.
Then there’s advernsing. The
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Samoyed Cuarterly, of course,
does their breed rankings every
quarter, they do advertising and
they also have arucles from dif-
ferent breeders and judges,

Heww lopgr hevoe you lived heve i

your fesent focadvom ¢

Physically, I have been in
this house just over a year.
about fifteen months, We've
owned this house for about
three vears but just hadn't
moved into i, '

1y dud you mpve here?

I spent the first hall of my
life acquiring things and I'm
spending the second hall of my
life: getting rid of them. When
Chris deaided 1o move to Chica-
go, I decided that was a cross-
roads for me. I had been very
successful in showing dogs and
had enjoved it tremendously.
but it was time for me w do
something else. 1 sull don’t
know what that is but something
else, T'd had the big house with
the kennel up for sale anyway,
Although 1 didn’t know where 1
was gomg to move I knew that |
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wanted something less, Chris’
decision 1o go w Chicago was
really a mrning point for me in
that T realized that T really had
gotten bored showing dogs and
it was tume [or me o do some-
thing else.

[ bad already purchased this
place by that time, and 1 had a
Morgan mare and had gotien
involved wath the horses a little.
This is an equestrian subdivic
sion; We've got s, a riding
ving and this house had a bamn.
We like this part of Adanta. It's
prewy, and it’s close to my hus
band's business, and 1t had
enough land to swit me.

Where had you frwed prevewsly?

We moved to the Atlanta
area a little over eight years ago.
We spent the first seven years
just next door here in Raswell,
and as I said we've been here a
year. Prior o that, my husband
and 1 are both from Michigan,
the Detroit area,

oo old are you and are you or
fezve you been marnicd?

Do I have to tell the truth on




howold T am? (laughter)

No, nat really.  (langhter)

I'll be 47 this year. Dol
have to tell you how many
times? (laughter) Yes; [ am
marricd.

IWhat have you dove for ¢ fving?

My background is market
ing. [ received my Bachelor's
from Eastern Michigan a very
lomg vme ago and spent a lot of
my career with Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Michigan in their
marketing division. Then 1
became part of the largest HMO
in Michigan where | was an
account executive, Then T met
my late hushand who was the
CEO of one of my competitors,
He and [ mavried, and my com-
pany immediately fired me for
conflict of interest. I tald them
when 1 was engaged that T was
miarrying the CEO of a compet-
tor. We were by and farge the
biggest HMO in the state, and
my CEOQ and marketing vice
president both assured me that
my marriage was not a problem,
that my soon-ta-be husband and
I were both professionals and if
anyone could handle it; we
could, S, about three months
later we got married and a week
later they fired me. It was kind
af 1 er_:rcstmg and my boss had
tears in his eyes and was just
devastated over it. [ said, “Joe,
you do what you have 1o do and
Fll do what [ have o do.” At
which point, 1 contacted an
attorney.  Their attorney very
wisely todd them not 1o ake this
case to court. We settled out of
couTtL.

By the time we settled, T was
pregnant and gave birth to this
wonderful ehild. and I'm grate-
ful -everyday that he's a part of
my life. When he was just a lit-
tle over a vear old, his father
died, When he was in first
grade, Floyd Seal and [ got masr-
ried, 1f you ask’ him, that’s not
his stepfather dnd if you ask my
husband, thdt’s not his stepson.
They 11»’ my dad” and “my

SOIL

fﬁhr'{fu vou feel dogs heve affect-
eel your lifestyle?

Tremendously. Yeuars ago
when my late hushand and |
married, one of the hiese things
that we did was to sell his house
and sell my house and buy our
house. 'We moved onto acreage
out in the country, and it was
quite a commute for him. He
asked me then i [ would like liv-
g there if I didn’t have dogs? |
remember looking at him and

The &n’i‘.?.'ﬂ{rr'ff Ularterly

Ch. Tarahill’s Everybody Duck wmnmg BOB at Westniniter, 1993,

saying, "Dogs are such a part
and parcel of who and what I
am that I can’t ever separate the
two." | could never imagine liv-
ing anywhere that wouldn’t
accommodate my dogs, That's
how they've affected my lile,
I've never pgotten to live in the
nice subdivisions or the upscale
part of town because 1 a Ways
had to be someplace where |
could have the zoning and
acreage for my animals, (laugh:
ter) I'we been fortunate i all
the vears that 've had dogs that
I've been able to have live-in
help, soo I've never had o worry
aboot my coming and going,
Now. for the first time since my
som, was anc infant [ don’t bave

livesin help anymore, and all of

a sudden my schedule has. got-
ten far more restricted based on
my animals.

What are the benefits and drazo-
backs of being in dogs?

You're not Ldiklns; about
owning dogs as pers, you're talk-
ing about the sport of dogs?
The benehits are thae this is such
an amazing sport. I vou look at
other sports, such as goll: goll
tends to attract athletic people
whao tn;m being outdoors, who
are tci’l.ll‘r'i..h' dmu-_nt. who are
generally white middle-class or

upper middle-class, tend to
belong to dountry elubs and
those kinds of things. [If you
look at tennis or skiing: these
tend to attract athleac outdoors
types. Whatever sport you
want to choose, they tend to
attract & certain ‘stereotype of
individuals. When you loak at
dogs, we cross all boundaries:
we cross all religions, all ages. all
ethnic backgrounds and all
linancial backgrounds. Jane
Firestone was a very good friend
of mine. Not only was she mar-
ried tr a Firestone but she was
from the Eastmian Kodak for-
tune, Megamoney spending
how much monev on Manhat-
tan. 1 had [riends who were
blue-collar workers working on
the hne at General Motors, It
crosses afl h;lt]\gt{.lllltdb Dogs
are the areat L‘qu.zlu'cr anel lh:_
wonderful, wonderful thing
about this sport is that you can
do anything or everything you
want to do in it. When you
talked eartier about agility and
herding, vou can have a station
wagon and one dog that goes in
the back of your stadon wagon;
you never spend the night away
rom home, and you never go w
a dog show more than 50 miles
away. Or vou can get ona
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plane and fly somewhere every
weekend with a top handler, and
do two pages i full color in
every magazine every month
and go for the Quaku Oats
Award or anything in between.
That's the beauty of the -:[;m L

Are there any n’.'t!.rfmr.{_a.

There are lots of drawbacks,
To be at the top echielon and be
competitive. 1t is extremely
expensive.  Unfortunately.
many times we confuse our own
eEO8 ‘with our dog’s winning and
losing, and we take it ;mrmn.uil\
when a dog loses, rather than
considering it-a subjective ‘opin-
ion of one person,. We take it as
a personal offense that we've
personally had this thing happen
to us rather than the dog lost a
dog show. It certainly restricts
vour lifestyle, noi necessanly if
you're going to have one or two
dogs, but if you're gomg w have
a kennel full of dogs. in termis of
where and when you ¢an £o
somewhere, The ather restric:
ton 15 that the rest of the warld
is0't showmg dogs, What 1 dis-
covered after I'd been in the
sport for a few years was that,
tniquely, I still had a few friends
outside the spore, which doesn't
happen often. Our lives get so
wrapped up in this, and we lor
get there is an outside. My
friends would be talking and
saying, "Remember the time we
all got together for so and sa's
graduation. but Cheryl, you
weren't there, vou were at a dog
show.” Or, "Remember the
time we had so-and sa’s baby
christening? Bur Cheryl, you
were at a dog show.™ T finally
realized that most other people
socialize on a Friday might or a
Suturday night, but I wasn't
there. I was at a Holiday Inn
somewhere getting ready 1w go
into some Quonset hut the next
day lor a dog show. Thase are
some of the drawbacks.

Flas it been dworth 1t?

It's an experience [ wouldn't
trade for anything. I've made so
marny wanderful [riends in this
sport. I've had some great umes
and the dogs have enriched my
life remendously. Cathy Hor-
ton and | were at 5.:111:1},“[
National and we were talking
about how some people had got-
ten 50 wripped up in the sport,
I said to her; "I can't imagme a
life without dog shows: [ would
hate to imagine a life without
dogs.”

Tlhash you 5o mueh for your tine,




