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SAMOYED PEOPLE

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks With
Rita Bowling
BOWLSAM
Virgifiia Beach, Virginia

This interview was eonducted at the

Tor

home of Rita Bowling on
December 10, 1882 by
Lyn Snyder Heflin

How did you get sterted i dags?
well, | read the standard and his-
y of the breed in the complete dog

book that AKC puts out; and was S0
captivated by the description that |
decided | must have a Sam, 50 | ran
out and beught a copy of Dog World,
and wrote to-several of the adver-

tisers. Most replied in time, but Mr.
Miller of Snowilake kennels in Connec-
ticut answered right ‘away, and | bought
my first Sam from hir. This. was
around 1960, Anyhow, her name was
Showflakes Anastasia, or Stacey for
shart @nd she was a small, fing-boned
bitch with -a thinnish, droopy coat. Of
course, | thought she was fabulous!

Sg, around three months later, 1

bought another bitch from him, and
then, six monthis after that, | bought
an b8 menth eld male from Mrs.
Morony of Alama, Texas. These dogs
were all fram the ‘Samingo line. This
last dog's name was Marylake's Border
Chieftain, better known as Rady.
Around this time, | met Pete Mediato,
a professional handler, and he handled
Rady for me. Pete handled all my
dogs for many years and we rerrained
good friends until his death last sum=
mer. Pete finished Rady in seven
shows: he went Best of Breed six days
in a row on the Tarheel circuit. You
have got to remember, that was Lweniy
years ago, in the early 60's. Later,
Rady wen 2nd in Group, his biggest
win.  He was a very big dog, MUCH
bigger than | would want today. |
wouldn't dream of owning & dog that
size today, but that's how we ledrn,
you know. | didn't pursue that lines |
gave him 1o a couple in Minnesola who
lived onoa farm, and he got.1o run
and do his thing. | understand that he
lived to a ripe old age-

He was never bred?

Oh, yes; | did breed mm but |
didn't get what [ wanted. By then, |
was starting to learn, and although 1
had never miet Mel Fishback in person,
we sort of struck up a friendship by
mail, and she educated me little by lit-
tle, and | was breeding now and then,
and showing my dogs; and that's how 1
learned. Eventually, | reallzed that
this ling, not to put down the line, but
| realized it just wasn't what | wanted.
Mel found White Krystal's. Luba for
me; she was out of Ch. Tyson's Rebel
of Snow Ridge and Ch. Nadia of White
Krystal, and was bred and owned by
Lenora Sprock of Steamboat, Nevada.
The only readon Lenora would even
consider selling her is because she had
broken her front leg in a sledding acci-
dent. Leriora was afraid there'd be
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a weakness-in the leg, but there néver
wias:  She had beactiful, true movement.
She was 11 months old when | bought
her, and 1 paid 573 for her. Can VO
befieve 47 Best investment | ever
rvade. A beaotiful bitch, and she fin-
ished an ten shows with three majors
several Best ol Breed awards.

Even with the braken leg?

Yes. As | said, there was never
any weakness (n the leg, and you could
never 1ell it had ever been broken, ex-
cept for when sShe was completely out
of goat: you could see a tiny bump at
the 1op of the leg. | never mentioned
it to Pete and he npever noticed; nobody
ever noticed.  Anvhow, she was 3
medium stzed bitch with marvelous
bone and substance. She had a lot of
dark biscuit on the ears, and she pro-
duced mscut in mostoof her pups.  But,
let me tell you, that was one strong
bitch!  Just gorgeous. I've never met
her equal. S3hortly after that, Mél
ound Startinda's Raboctn for me.
Lloyd Bristol owned him-anpd Mel pur-
suaded her to sell him to me - no easy
task; as Lioyd had a reputation of
never selling her adult dogs.  But Mel
worked on her onge entire night, and
next morning, she: phoned me and said,
Do | have a deg for you!"

To backtrack: prier to that, |
was looking for 3 pood male w buy
and |enlisied Mel's hetp. She das
Being 1o be guest speaker at the Sacra-
mento Bog Club in the near future, so
she wrote to the secretary and told
her to put out the word that she was
looking- lor a good maley and iof any
member had one for sale, for them to
bring it to the meeting. Dozens and
dozens showed up, and Mel examined
dogs out in the parking lot until after
rmidnight. She was rather disappointed,
for the most part, and only came up
with two that she would even consider.
Even these two didn't measure up to
hier expectations - one was slightly
cowhocked, | think, and | forget whit
was wrong with the other. Anyhow,
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Ch. White Krystal's Luba
(Ch. Tyson's Rebel of Snow Ridge x
Ch, Nadia of White Krystal)

Ch. Marviake's Border Chieftain

(Ch. Samtinge's Prince Charming x Marylake's Vicki)

He was my first ehampion.

finished fn 7 shows with 6 BOB wins, also a Group 2 win to his credit,
Not my type today, but | LEARNED with him.

she wrote e all about them and seént
along thewr pedigrees. | was sitting
there, looking. over the pedigrees, when
Mel phones. She said, "Hey, about
those dogs | wrote about - well, forget
them because | have the dog for you!"

She was very excited and said,
"Wait until you see His pedigree;
15 really something!"  And that was
Starunda's Rabochi, our wonder ful
"Heyboy" - and he was something to
befiold:  around 23 inches with marvel-
ous bone, substance and power. His
frant was spectacular and he had a
good angulated rear, He moved a little
closey as many good ‘working dogs do,
but he moved straight and true and
was just wonderful. Pure White Way,
he and Luba were the best dogs | ever
had. They were lirst cousins, you
know - their dams were littersisters.,
50, those two dogs were my loundation
steck, and six and seven gendrations
later, I'm still using thest wonder ful
genes.  You'll always find both of them
in all of my pedigrees, sometimes more
than once, and usually, on both the
dam and sire sides. Not always; of
course, but always on one or the
other side.

What did you do with the twe
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bitehes you bought from Mr. Miller?

We spaved them and gave them
away as pets.  There was some dyspla-
sid, and those were the days before
QFA,and a lot of people were d("”'““ﬁ
that thore was even such a thing as
dysplasia. Lloyd Bristol had been
x-raying her dogs for years, along with
a few others, oo, but not many in
those davs. | was o newcomer, Ereen
ah grass, and was very conlused by
all the condlicting <tories, But, even-
toally, 1t was because of dysplasia
that | didn't want to go-on with those
particular dogs.

They weren't necessarily dysploslic
themselves bul vou weren't sure what
was behing thent?”

I produced puppies by them that
didn’t sit right and didn't move right
- | just didn't want 1t 1 didn't feel
they were sourd, By that time, | had
placed them all and OFA came into
existence; and | did have beth Hevboy
Luba certilied. Heyboy; by the
way, was certified when he was six
years old, which is really saying somé-
thing. He was five when | bought
him.

and

Whal attracted vou te the Sam-
oyed besides the fact thal vou sgw



Ch. Madie of White Krystal (Lubg's dam)

them in a book?

It's hard to explain, but | feel
sorrow for peaple who don't know the
breed. They're fabulous, so like people
in a0 many ways. | live with my dogs;
I enjoy my dogs. We have three acres:
here, way out in the country. We have
d two=story, three car garage, all filled
with lovely dog runs, and completely
empty: When we first bought the place
we spent quite a bit, fising up the
place out there for the dogs, but we've
never used 1T, mainly because the
building is detached from the house -
quite a distance from the houseé - and |
want them up here with me. We do
have two runs outside the back door,
one on either side ol the patio door,
and | keep three dogs out at a time.
The other four live m the house, and
rotate them so everybody has his
chance in the house. You can't have
all seven runming in the house at the
saine time, not il you want 1o preserve
your sanity, but | ¢onsider them all
house dogs as they all have their chance
in the heuse. | do o this by choice and
not from necessity,

As | osaid, we have all those empty
runs out there, and | cectainly don't
consider mysell any less professional
for raising them that way. To each
his own; don't get me wrong - there's
nothing wrong with raising dogs in tuns.
Many peeple do so because they work
or for some other reasons, and that's
tine. | just préfer 1o have mine in the
house. MNow, when it gets very cold in
the winter, | bring them all in and
keep somé of them in capes, and rotate
them that way. The same thing applies
in the summer - they all come in to
keep cool in the air conditioning. but
there are times when | peed time to
myself; and then the whole bunch goes
out for awhile.

I rame all my puppies in the better. By the time they're ready 1o
house, and they stay in the house unul g0y I've noticed things about this ong
they go to their new homes. | like it gr that ope that | would have missed
this' way because | ¢an observe them if they had been dut in the garage.

Ch. Startinda's. Raboehi (Startinda's Zacusca x Tasha of Nevaya [sle)
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They get TLC twenty-four hours a day,
ptenty of secialization. Everytime
someone walks by, they get a pat on
the head, or semething. It's good lor
them.

S vou have seven?

Seven that hive here.  Gabe,
Duke's-sire, lives close by, 1.can use
him fer breeding or whatever. any time
I wish.: | also own Lightfoot dnd &
couple of bitches. Lightiodt & a Hey-
boy-Luba sor and over ten years old,
One of the last of that breeding that
"Il be using for breedng again this
sumirmer, perhaps for the last time;
considering his age, but we've just
got o keep those good penes going.

What is vour gool?

Te produce dogs: thatl are able to
do what they're supposed to.doy true
warking dogs above all else. | want 1o
breed ‘Samoveds that are not anly
beautiful to look at and great o live
with, but dogs who could pull a sled i
they had to, or who could race with
the best of them, f they had 1o, or
do anything else you asiked of them,

There is very litte a Sam CAN'T
do, you know. 1've hedard of people
using them for hunting - not that 1 ap-
prove of lunting - but 've heard of
them doing it and having wonderful
lucke Why, I'vé even heard of a
Samoyed that would peint! (laughter)

I really have!
I guess that's as good os the all

bDoberman sled team that [ heard about.

Yes, they use Setters-and many

Can. Ch. Silver Storm af Kombo
{(Car. Ch. Kembos Golshan Czar x White Snow Lady}

other breeds. | just like an all-around
dogy | want a dog that's: tough, and
my dogs are. | don't want sissies. |
also want & dog that is gentle and
beautiful .and strong, and my ‘degs are.
What can l.say?

Dty you know how many [Hers
v have bred?

Heally, 1 don't knew; 1've had
guite a few ever the years; butr | dg
try to breed for a specilic purpose

K

Bowlsam's Goble "Gabe", 5 1/2 months
Bowlsam's Mary Vee x Can, Ch
Silver Storm of Kombo
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and not just for the sake of breeding.
| do it with the idea in mind that I'm
going to come up with something
superler to what [ already have, The
biiches that produce the best puppies
naturally have more litters in ther
lifetimes than the poor producers. ['ve
owned bitches that were never bred,
but, as a rule, if I'm not going to use
a bitch for showing of breeding, | just
place her in a good home. Not the
old-timers, of course, but a young bitch
with @ whele litetime ahead of her.
Let sornebody else get some pleasure
out of her.  After all, you can only

do justice w just so many, so why
keep a dog you don't intend to use?

A YOUNG dog, that is.

Mo you have any idea how. many
champinns vou've hed?

I've bred eight champions and
owned six that were bred by other peo-
ple.  Oee Canadian champion; which |
never owned; Ch. Silver Storm of
Kombo, lived here with me for six
months, | must say that, next to Hey-
boy, he was one of the best Samoyed
males I've ever been around. Stormy
was owned by Islay Altchison of Glokon
Kennels in Ontario.  He's sire of two
of my bitches, Can. Ch. Thea's Chanel
and Nepachee's Stormy Silver Flair and
grandsire of a couple more. | iry to
put sas much of Starmy into my
pedigrees as possible because he has
so much to offer. He came here be-
cause of a tragedy, really. Heyboy had
been long deceased, and my only male



at the time was Bowlsam's Bona-
Fideaux, a son of Heyboy and a bitch
named Tiki. His call name was Pandy
and he was my favorite of all time.
He was not my best dog, by any means,
but he was the sweetest dog | ever
knew - my constant companion. Any-
how, one day the oil man left my gate
open by accident, and even though we
live out in the country, cars still zoom
up the read. | let Pandy out of the
hewse, without knowing, and the next
thing | knew, | heard screeching brakes
and a dog yelp. Pandy was dead. |
was in total shock. | phoned lslay in
Canada, to tell her what happened.
She' knew he was the only male [ had
here at the time, so she said, "Who do
you want me io send?" Three days:
later, Stormy was on a plane.

While he was here, | bred him 1o
Bowlsam's Mary Vee and kept Gabe
from that breeding; he's Duke's sire.

I also bred him 1o a bitch named
Nickie, and when Stormy went back

to Canada, he wok two of his daughters
along with him, lslay got -one, Can.
Ch. Bowlsam's Pep 'N Zip of Gloken,
and John and Kit Wilson got the' other;
Can. Ch. Bowlsam's Breeze of Cusana.
Both finished by one yvear and Breeze
5 now dlso close to her American title.
The day they were shipped to Canada,
Kit Wilson sent me Cusona's Bowlsam

Blue Crystal - we swapped puppies.
They were the same age.

Crystal proved w be all | haped
for; and more.  She produced Ch.
Bowlsam's Midnight Sun and Ch.
Bowlsam's Deja Vu, and her daughter,
Bowlsam's House O'Risin Sun, who is
owned by John Mullins of Richmond,
only needs a major to finish. So it
was a good swap for us both, to say
the least. | was happy to get Crystal
pecause she was sired by Glokon's
Bowling King Pin, an Echo son. Islay
bred him and still owns him; he's done
some great producing.

Islay Altchisen and | became
friends when she shipped her Canadian
champion bitch to me to be bred to
Heyboy. That was many years ago.
She had once owned a Startinda bitch,
50 she knew the quality, and she wanted
tor make sure she got something from
Heyboy before he got any older. So
her bitch, Onnie - for the life of me, |
can't remember her registered name -
whelped five fernales and Islay was
pleased. Shortly after that, she bought
Bowlsam's Flamette at Glokon, an
Echo daughter from me, and not too
!0?}; after that, she bought Echo her-
seli,

Now, that was a story in itself:
at that time, | had decided | was
going to cut back on my stock. We

Nepachee's Stormy Silver Flair
{Can, Ch. Silver Storm of Kombo x Kamisin's Sheena of Nepochee)
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had just bought this house and | went
back to work for a short tume. A lady
in California kept phoning rme and beg-
ging me 1o sell her one of my White
Way bitches. She said she loved that
line and had always wanted one and so
forth, so | agreed to sell Echo to her.
Echo was Heyboy and Luba's: daughter,
in case | haven't mentioned it. Any-
haw, | shipped her ene morning. and
when | got home, something told me 1w
phone Madalin Druse in California, to
ask her if she knew this woman. |
know, that's like putting the cart be-
fore the hoese -1 should have inguired
FIRST, but it never occurred to me.
Well, Madalin was upset and said,
"Good heavens, thal woman runs a
puppy mill." 1 nearly died “and went
rushing back to the airport and said,
"Stop - that plane!" They couldn't, of
course, but the mian, a sympathetic
man, arranged for the dog te be re-
moved frem the plane at the next stop
and returpned to me. S0 when | told
Islay about It, she said she'd like to
have her, and that's how she ended up
in Canada. Lucky for Echo and lucky
for us. lslay dnd | have been working
together ever since - | mean <ollabo-
rating. She does her own thing and |
do mine, bul we swap puppies back and
forth; I'll send a bitch up there and
she'll breed it one day and send & bitch
back, then 1'll breed that bitch and
send something from the breeding, and
so forth: We've been deoing it for
years and it works out grand.

That's where all those names
come from - Harmony, Duet, etc.,
it's sg much fun this way and we're
coming up with some awfully goad dogs,
Another Canadian breeder, Betty Me-
Hugh of Nepachee Kennels, who alsg
happens 10 be a judge, sent Nepachee's
Stormy Silver Flair and Ch. Thea's
Charel to me last year, Both bitches
had béen sired by Stormy, as | men-
tioned. Chanel had finished in Canada
in four shows, undefeated, and Flair
had run on Betty's team. | bred Flair
to' Lightfoot last year and produced a
litter of niney  Two bitches from the
breeding were sent to Canada and Betty
kept one, which she named Bowlsam's
MNepachee Krystal. Betty teaches canine
structure up there, and measures dogs.
She recently measured Krystal and got
a 40 degree layback, which is awlully
goed. The average dog in the ring to-
day has around a 30 degree lavback:
and if you see a 33 degree, you're
seeing ‘a good mover. My daughter and
I drove up to Canada a couple of vears
ago and brought Duke with us, He was
under @ year old at the time and Betty
measured him at 41 degrees. 1've
never heard of any dog who was offi-
cially measured that ever came up with
a 45 degree layback with the exception
of Silveracres Sir Glokon. He was of-
ficially measured and that's what he
was. People can say what they wish,
and they can come up with all the néw
theories in the world, but figures don't
lie. Oh, I'm sure there have been
many other dogs with 45 degree lay-




Bowlsam's Czarina Sasha

back - It's possible Heyboy could have
been - he was never megsured, bur Sir
was the only one | evér heard oi.

Who would you consider to be the
best dog vou've ever brea?

Oh, Duke, of course; he's awfully
good structurally, very good, very cor-

rect:  Pete picked him out for me at
seven ‘weeks, | was going to keep his
litterbrother. Well, the family was

sort of split upoover it, but | gravi-
tated toward the brother, but Pete
thaught Duke was best and he was so
right. As Dulke got oldéer, he'd say,
“see, | was right, wasn't I?" Except
for his loud mouth, he's a darned good
specimen, hard to fault, He reminded
me 56 much of Heyboy that 1 named
Rim Deja Vup and he's around the same
size as Heyboy, around 23 inches, thick-
set with lots of bone and substance.
You should feel the muscle on that
dog! And he's a5 tough as nalls, but
very gentle; a good producer, too. One
of his sous, Bowlsam's Rochambeau, is
looking very good, and we expect him
to: do some nice winning this year.

Did Heyboy do more winning than
Duke?

' didn't show Heyboy much after
he finished, but he was capable of
doing some really big winning., You
must remember that he was nearly six
when we got him, and he WAS six
when he finished. Pete finished him
in six consecutive shows and he. was
never defeated in the classes. He
finished with 5 majors and it ‘was really
funny because he only needed one point
to finish but Pete took him along on
the Florida circuit, and | entered ham
in all of the shows, to bé an the safe
side. You know how elusive that last
point can be.  Well, he won the very
first day, so he finished with points to
spare. The other exhibitors knew he
was an outstanding dog, so they were
delighted he was out of the way.

They asked Pete if he was going to
sshow him again the next day, and he
said no, the dog is fimshed, so | won't
be showing him for the rest of the
circuit. In the meantime, some lady
asked Pete to show her biteh the next
day and he said, sure. But the next
day, Pete became very sick, the flu,

Uncle, aunt, father and dirty-foece pup.

I thirk, and he asked Ray Curry 1o
show his dogs for him. Ray was a
handler friend and was glad 1o oblige.
He asked what he had 1o show and
Pete said, "Oh, a Debe Special, a
Shepherd bitch and ‘a Sam bitch." 5o
Pete told the young boy who worked
for him to go get the Sam for Hay.
The boy didn't know that Heyboy had
finished, so he brought out Heyboy

and handed him 10 Ray, at ringside.
While they were waiting, Heyboy lifred
his leg on-a podst - it was an ocutdoor
show - and Ray thought to himself,
"Hmmm; | thought Pete said it was a
bitch."  Anyhow, he won the Breed with
him, amothér major! He came back to
the tent where Pete was lying on a
cot and told him proudly that he had
put a major on his dog. It wasn't
long before: the other ‘exhibitors came
storming in, demanding o know why
he had gore back on his word. Poor
Pete kept assaring them that it was' a
mistake, but | don't think they believed
him. That was one show that Pete
used 10 like 1o reminisce about. He
used o chuckle and say, "Boy, those
peeple wanted to murder me!" 5o ..
you were asking about my best dog ...
Heyboy was definitely the best dog 1've
ewver owned, but Duke is the best one
I've ever bred, although his daughter,
Qong, ls also nice, but, you can sce
Fer for yourséll ...

A little cougar-bear ..

She's something else ... golng to
be awlully good, | think.

' How impartant {s showmanship to
winming ?

TOO important, I'm afrdid. To-
day, that's all they want, only show-
manship and that's sad. | mean, if
they overlook faults and put up dogs
just bBecause it 1s well-trained, bécause
he'll prance around, stand still end cocle
his head when some judge makes a
squeaky sound, that's too bad. It
doesn't make him an outstanding répre-
sentative of his breed, in my book.

Sure, you want him to behave; he
MUST behave, but all the showmanship
in the world doesn't compensate for
straight stifles, steep shoulders, choppy
movement or .any other fault. After
all, we're showing these dogs in the

74

-t

Talnik, Musty and Chrinda

CONFORMATION ring, and if you'll
look up the word conformation in the
dictionary; you'll find one definition:
STRUCTURE - it certamly doesn't
mention showmanship, and showman-
ship -doesn't have a thing 1o do: with
confermation.

Some of the craziest dogs I've
ever known would show like a dream,
perhaps because they were so well
trained, but,. what the heck can they
do for the breed? As 1 sald, sure,
you want your dog to behave well in
the ring, but certainly not at the ex-
pense of Soundness and good movement.

Another thing, nowadays, you see
too many sculpted, bleached, under-
sized bitches being shown. Twenty
years ago, it was unheard of; judges
would never stand for it. Some exhibi-
torsaren't even subtle about it and
bring their dog into the ring with hig
prooves cut above the hock; they don't
aven bother to taper it It's supposed
to fool the judpes into thinking their
dog has proper angulation, you know.
But such dogs often win because they
have SHOWMANSHIP! lt's really sicken-
ing.

Another darned shame is the
prejudice some: judges have against Dis-
cuit, something: perfectly respectable,
according to the standard. | simply
cannot understand the prejudice
against something so natural, even
DESIRABLE. You know, geneticists tell
us. that the mutated white dog carries
many abpormalities, and even in the
naturally white dog, some biscuit or
caolor must be kept in order to avoid
abnormalities. As far as I'm con-
cerned, the biscuit dog is a stronger
individual; he has better hips, better
muscling, better coat téxture and pig-
mient, and alsa, true type with silver-
tipped fur. | alse think the biscuit
dog. excels in temperament - few of
thermn are ever aggressive.  The Enghish
go-so far as to claim that the biscuit
dog owns more character. | have the
book that makes that statement.

Remember, it's the all white dog
of any breed who has the pink nose,
lips and eve rims. You see many
sound, well-balanced Sams with lots of
reach and drive lose in the ring today,




just because they happen to have a lit-
tle biscuit in their coat. I'veé seen a
It of that, and then, you know, you
hear of this judge or that judge running
down the quality of our breed today.
They should realize that they them-
selvies are directly responsible Tor any
deterioration by putting up dogs for the
wreng reasens, The cutsey type, the
tiny, sculpted, wind-up-toy type, dre
directly responsible for the deteriora-
tion we are experiencing today.

Ohy and the extréemism! Tiny,
tiny bitches amd gigantic males - both
shown by the same handler and both
put up by the same judge. ['ve seen
bitches so tiny they'd make you gasp;
they actually look like midgets; running
around the ring on shorty little legs and
rolling thelr round, little eyes, and they
WIN! Why? Because they're CUTE!

A Samoyed should never be described
as "cute" - mainly because they
shouldn't BE cute - not an adult, that
fs. Puppies of any breed are cute, but
never an adult Samoyed. Beautiful,
magnificent, gorgeous or even stupen=
dous, but never cute.

A few years ago, | was standing
next to-a brand new judge at a show,
and we started discussing the day's en-
try. One of those cute little toy-type
bitches came prancing amd | commented
to him that the bitch was incorrect.
He said, "l know, | know, but Lord,
she's cute as heck!" MNext thing |
knew; | heard that this judge had judged
her at a show and had put her up for
points. MNeedless to say, | don't
show under that judge. TIf he realizes
that something is wrong, but goes ahead
and puts it up anyhow, just because It
is CUTE, well, I'm not going to waste
my mopey under such a judpe. Strange,
though, he'll put up gigantic males -
where is the logic? These extremcs,
what are they doing for the breed?

I don't know - maybe if you bred
them together, yvou'd get something in
between! {iaughter)

[t doesn't work that way! You

- e = [

should always breed to the normj it
doesn't work: like that - you'd get some
big-and some small.

I was reading somewhere that, in
the F-1 generation, you get kind of o
mid-ground, but in the F-2 generation,
this is when, all of a sudden, vou are
right back with the extremes again.

Is that right? Well, I don't see
what's wrong with a goeod, medium-
sized dog to begin with. Why does he
have to be tog big or too small or oo
cute or too anything? Bur, that seems
to e the sitoation today - extremism.
Don't ger me wrong - there are still
a lot of darned pood dogs out there,

a lot of them. You have to look for
them, but they're there. That's: the
problem; too many good dogs are over-
looked because they're not extreme
enough. That's why [ prefer to show
under Shepherd judges or good working
brecd judges. 1 think you get a better
shake under these judpes. | always
feel, or USUALLY feel, that I've got-
ten -a fair chance under a Shepherd
judge. | know, some are very political
and all of that, but, generally speaking,
they're not going to stand for straight
stifles, for example; or poor movement.
They're going to demand soundness,

s unless there are politics, 1 usually
feel that | haven't wasted my time
and meney under such a judge, even if
I lose,

So you definitely prefer to have a
Working Group judge rather than a
breeder judge?

There are always exceptions, of
course, and there are many very good
breeder judges, but | meant that, on
the whole, | prefer Shepherd judges.
But, | like any judge who will judge
Samoyeds as WORKING dogs - that's
the way it's supposed to be, | love
Bob ‘Wills; he's knowledgeable and fair,
and Lynetie Saltzman is another one.
She knows her stuff and has too much
class to ever play politics. | love tw
show under her because, win or lose,
you feel as if it's all been werthwhile
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afterwards. Robert Slay, Eleanor
Evers, Virginia Hampton, Langdon
Skarda - so many good ones.

When you breed your dogs, do you
help with the mating?

Yes, I'm there; | mean, | don't
just throw them together., I'm there
but | don't physically assist unless |
have to, but, as a rule, it's a little
much' if you have to practically stand
them on their heads or tie up their
tails and so forth - forget it! {laughter)
I'm petting too old for that sort of
thing:

I've heard people say that if o
biteh (s regily fighting il, that they
sheuddn't be bred anvway.

That's probably true; -somebody
made the remark once that she thought
one-third of all the bitches are un-
breedable. 1 hate to think that that is
true, but she could be right. ['ve seen
guite a few fight the breeding, even
after smears indicare that they were
ready. 1.don't own a bitch myself who
is a problem breeder; | wouldn't keep
one.  Strong or weak mating instinet
is Inherited.

Have vou ever refused to service
a bitch?

Ohy, yes, 1've refused many
bitches for many different reasons. If
a bitch has a serious fault; I'm sure as
heck net geoing 1o let them use my
stud, After all, my dog's name is
Eoing to be on that pedigree.

If you had an putstanding dog
that was just super, good temperament
and good conformation, but he had a
serious [ault, would you breed to it?

If 1 had an sutstanding dog with a
serious fault, he wouldn't BE an OUT-
STANDING dog. No, | certainly
waouldn't!

What would be @ serious enough
fault to prevent the breeding?

Epilepsy, badly cowhocked, under-
shot jaw, bad temperament, extreme
under or oversize, eye problems,
and it goes without saying that non-
s-rayed dogs shouldn't be bred.

But, surprisingly, with the white
dogs, your pigmentation doesn'lt seem to
be a problem.

Sure.  That's because we're not
afraid to throw in a little biscuit. Be-
lieve me, it's’ very necessary or you'll
end up with & bunch of albinos, practi-
cally.

What do wou sell your puppies for?

I'm too easy, really; my average
prices are 3250 to $300.

Is that for a show puppy?

Yes, a show prospect usually
sells for around 5300, at least what
APPEARS to be a show prospect at
7w 2 weeks. Now Oona; there, she
is definitely a show prospect, in my
book:

Would you sell her for three?

Oh, no! (aughter) Not even for
sixi I'm keeping her. Her registered
name is Bowlsam's Spellbinder, but her
call name is after Charlie Chaplin's
wife, Cona O'Neil - no special reason;
it just suits her. No, ['d never sell
het.




What do vou sell pet puppies for;
do you sell them with spay and neuter
agreements?

| don’t sell pet puppies for less
than $200. You can advise people to
spay; but they seldom do as you sug-
gest. | hear that you're not supposed
to sell puppies without papers: | mean
yau can't say, "This dog is S100 with-
out papers, but 5300 with papers.”

Naot unless there is something in a
written contract, then you might be
able to ...

Yes, but if the dog had a serious
fault, | mean, a fault s0 serious that
it should never be bred, then | think
it's best to just give the dog away
free, without papers. Be careful about
the home, of course, but forget about
the: money; put the dog's needs first.
When people pay money for a dog -
pet or otherwise - they usually want
the papers. | think they feel it gives
the: dog idemtity, just like: a person and
his birth certificate.. Sometimes a
pedigree will suffice, but not often.
Mow, when you talk about pets, well,
you can take that down to . a fine
point.  Just what 15 a pet anyhow?

I think a lot &f people leol themselves
into thinking that every dog: they pro-
duce. is show quality, and this simply is
not true. If you have a litter of ten,
for example, and you get two or three
zingy show dops out of it, you've real-
ly done something. As far as I'm con-
cerned, three-fourths of most litters
are pets.  Some litters are ALL pets.
This is not to say that those pets are
not good dogs; some of them are fine
and great for breeding, and some of
them even end op in the ring -and even
win from time to time. ['ve sold
many a pet who surprised the heck ocut
of me by showing up at shows, and
winning points. As | said, the dogs
witt serious faults should be put out of
commission permanently by being
placed without papers - that takes care
of that. ¥ou won't ever have to worry
about them ever being bred, and they
can't #mbarrass you by showing up at
the ‘shows.

Anyhow, perhaps it's all a matter
of terminology, but any puppy whe
doesn't have all the characteristics of a
good snow prospect by seven or eight
weeks, gets labeled PET around here.
some will fool you and turn out great,
but, as a rufe, you can usually pick
out the super pups by that age. I'm
another one of those who picks out
pups during the first 24 hours following
birth. You can tell a lot.about a
puppy when they are first born. For
exariple, when you get a puppy who
looks as If his shoulders start halfway
down his back, you know, without a
doubt, that he's going to have wonder-
ful layback. You can see the various
degrees of layback amiong the puppies,
and you can see s0 much more.  Af-
ter 24 hours, they sort of blend all
together, though.

What is a fair stud [ee?

I'd say approximately 5230 to
5300 - the price of a puppy. That's

Ch. Bowlsam's M!dmgﬂt Sun
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for an OFA champion. & higher price
would be wrong for a truly OUT-
STANDING doeg, in my opinien, because
then it could perhaps be cost-prohibi-
tive for some deserving bitch, and the
breed itself would lose out. | think
that owners of outstanding dogs have
miore of a responsibility to the breed.
What are your feelings on culling?
You've hit my weak spot! |
probably don't sound like much of a
professional, but | can't do it, | really
can't. Many feel you should be able
o put them right in that bucket! One
time, | did, and it was terrible, and
'l never do it again. What happened
wasn't exactly culling; it was in the
middle of the night, and a puppy was
born that was probably defective. The
mother was VEry upsel, Very nervous,
and she ripped the fur right off of it -
she scalped the poor little thing and it
was suffering, so | had to do it be=
cause | couldn't reach a vet. | dropped
it intg a bucker; they say the colder,
the better - ice cold. it was awful;
it took forever. | said, never again
| just can't cull and | krow It's wrong
and all that, bur I can't do it.
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I keep them alive; the poor little
runts get the royal treatment around
here - tibe fed every two or three
hours. 1 know, | know - it's all
wring; you've got to have a tougher
attitude than 1 de, | guess. It's aw-
fully hard to do. Let me add, though,
that many of those poor little walls
that | saved turned out 1o be marvel-
ous dogs later an.

One in particular comes to
mind - a tiny, little male whe cried
from birth and later turned.out to be
a swimmer. Now, | had never run
acrpss a swimmer before; | had heard
of them, but had never seen one. Any-
how, this puppy became flatter and
flatter until it resembled a frisbee,
ne Kidding. We used to joke about the
poor little thing. My vet advised me
to keep feeding him; he couldn't scoot
up to the dam by himself; he could on-
ly lie there, screaming, with his little
legs stuck out frem his bedy. Anyhow,
the vetl, who also happens to be a
breeder, Pointers, | think, advised me
to keep on feeding himg | took: his ad-
vice and, sure encugh, by six weeks, he
was fine, He didn't get up on his feet



until five weeks but, once he did, he
made up for lost time. 1 gave him
away without papers 10 an elderly
couple who lived out on a farm. | did
not hear anything from them for two
years .and then one day, they drove up,
with the dog in the car, and he was
just wonderful! | was tickled to death
to see how nicely he turned out - a
beautiful dog and; boy, could he race
around! Lovely redr quarters, lovely
movement and everything else you'd
want. | was never sorry | had saved
him. Of course, | realize that most
runts or problem puppies have some-
thing seriously wrong. | realize that
and 1 don't advise everyone to save
every runt they produce. As | said;
you've got to have a much tougher at-
titude.

What are your feelings about ce-
owrling ¥

MNever. I've never co-owned a
dog -and never will. If you want to
lose & good iriend, go ahead and do it.
First of all, one party ends up doing all
the work, and the other party feels
that she is-spending all the money.
Andy no matter what you do, the other
person thinks you've made the wrong
decision. 1 want 10 own my own dogs
outright, | want to make -ail the deci-
sions, right or wrong - I've made them
and they are mine. [ dan't mind all
the work and | don't mind spending
all the money. MNow COLLABORATION
is another matter entirely; Islay and |
swap back and forth and have no prob-
lem at all because the puppies | send
ta her are HERS and the opes she
sends 10 me are MINE. No sirings at-
tached.

What about puppy back agree-
ments?

There again, everybody is going
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to disagree. | don't think there should
be any strings-attached when you pay
cash [or a dog. When you pay celd,
hard cash for ity then nobody has a
right 1o say what you do or what you
don't do with that dog. MNow, if
someone GIVES you a dog and asks for
one in return, that's a different mat-
ter., ['ve heard of people selling a dog
and getting, say, 3200 in cash and then
telling: the new owner that she will
HAVE to give two puppies in addition
and, alsg, she can only breed the dog
o studs SHE says qualify, and sp forth,
What @ crock! What they want is
CONTROL! | don't like that one bit.
sure, they say they're only doing it

for the protection of the breed.” Tell
me another one! (laughter) I'm cynical
about that sort of thing.

When do you eveluale yYour pup-
pies?

As | said before, you can tell a
lot the first 2§ hours. They change a
lot between 3 and 6 weeks, but by 8
weeks, you have a pretty good idea
what you've gat., The rears, especially,
they can stand a little hocky .at 5
weeks, but straighten right up by 8
weeks - not always, but sometimes.

Of course, if you're planning o
keep one for yourself, | think it's best
to hold on to the best two of that sex
and wait until 8 to 10 weeks before
you make your final decision. When
you're selling-a litter, it's best to
sell them as faults crop up. Always
kee¢p back the best ones, and show
prospective buyers the others. Of
course, il somebody wants a show pros-
pect, that's a different story. Buyers
are sometimes leery of the last puppy
left in a litter.: I'wve had them say,
"Ch, that's the last one; all the good
ones are gone." [ try to explain that

the last ‘puppy s usually the BEST pup-
py; ‘as most breeders keep back the
best until last with the idea in mind
that, if they're going to be stuck with
4 puppy, It's going to be the BEST one
in the litter.

What are your feelings about line-
breeding, inbreeding and outcressing?

I don't outcross, | linebreed. You
will always find Hevboy and Luba in
my pedigrees, and usually, on both
sides.

A dot of Startindg and White
Way?

Oh, yes. A 16t of White Way.

Of course,; Startinda WAS White- Way,
As | said before, | sometimes go back
six, seven generations in my pedigrees;
dogs I've bred or owned, and | like
that. | know the backgrounds; | know
what 15 there. | stick with the same
basic dogs. Oh, you have to intro-
duce some new blood here and there,
but you work It into your line and
make: it count.

In' the wild, where dogs run in
packs, they more or less practice
natural linebreeding, | guess you could
say. Some might even call it inbreed-
ing but that's the reason so iew crip-
pled ‘or defective dogs are seen running
in the wild., The inbreeding, or close
linebreeding intensifies traits, and
nature takes care of the undesirables.
Mew bloed is bnroduced from time to
time, when strange dogs jein the pack.
Perhaps some bitch with new pups
who  couldn't join the pack when it
maved on, or maybe some young male
whe was unable to travel because of
an injury, and so forth. A% far as out-
crossing goes, | think it should only be
employed when you're rying 1o over-
come something undesirable in your own
line, more or less to improve, then go
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right back to: your own line.

Have vou aity pel peeves?

| think I've been doing a pretty
good job ol expressing myself up until
now (laughter), but | guess my biggest
peeve is judges whe put up diminutive
bitches -and Shetland pony males, then
next comes the prejudice against bis-
Cuill.

s most judging fair?

A lot of them try to be; | puess
I'd say maost judging is fair, but a lot
of judges don't know what a Samoyed
should be.

Are you saying that some-af the
prablem is not necessarily [airness but

Ignorance - It sure is.

What ean be done to improve the
situation?

People have to compiain about it
LOUDLY, directly o the judges, to
thie kennel clubs, in artcles and so
forth. If your deg is dumped by some
unknowledgeable judge, and you know
you've gatten a raw deal, confront the
judge and ask him specifically why he
dumped your dog, then tell him where
he was wrong.

Do you have any biscail dogs?

£hy yes, | often produce biscuit.
Quite a it sometimes, and some dogs
mere than others: Duke happens to be
an all-white dog but be came [rom a
biscuit litter. Most of them had bis-
cuit. The English claim that an all-
white deg that comes from a biscuit
litter will produce dazzling white pup-
pies, and this has been true in Duke's
case. Mo matter who he's bred to,
the puppies are dazziing white, so the
English theory has proven itself to me.
| was going to Keep Duke's brother
mstead of him but Pete liked Duke
better - neot because he was all~white,
but because of his exceptional rear.
| 'was also going to keep a bitch from
that breeding, but we lost her to what
we thought was parvo.

Have you had much probiem with
parve?

Only that one puppy, and we were
never certain. She was the only one
in the litter 1o become ill, at & weeks,
and my veét suspected parvo.

Do you have much trouble with
fleas?

We have this year. | uvsed to be-
lieve that old saying about Sams that
they never get fleas, because for many
years, we never had the problem, but
this- year, we've had them.

What de vou do for them?

I tound semething this past Suri-
mer that seems to work very well; it's
called A & W Spray; really pets rid
of them in a hurry, and: it can be used
an cats, kittens and pupples as well as
adult dogs. You just have to back
them into a shower to do it. When
they see you coming with the bottle,
they scatter in all directions. (laughter}

Heow would vou describe the ideal
Samoyed, the perfect Samoved?

Before anything else, he would
have to be within the standard, size-
wise, but at the upper half. 1 like a

good sized dog, bur nor gigantic, I'd
say 23 inches is an ldeal size for a
male; | like a bitch who is at LEAST
20 inches. I'd want plenty of bone
without being clumsy, good substance.
Strong rear gquarters, well benu stifles,
plenty of rear angulation. All this

furor about overangulation - 1 sure as
heck haven't seen it - in fact, the

Glokon's Bowling King Pin at 9 yrs,
(Silveracres 5ir Glokon x Bowlsam's:
Echa)

Bowlsam's Bona Fideatx, "Pandy",
& maonths

QPPOSITE seems to be the case - so
many straight stifles! Anyhow, | want
a good shoulder layback, certainly not
a steep shoulder. Lots of reach; nice,
long upper arm; plenty of let down -
I can't stand high hocks - THEY ARE
INCORRECT, according to the stan-
dard, and, after all, that's supposed 10
be our guide. 3hould have a hare foor,
cat feet are not correct. Tough,
thick pads; good, strong pasterns: that
are nice and straight but with some
flexibility. A slight slope is correct.
I don't like a long coat, but | prefer
a thick ceat. A good, stamd-put coat
and a nice ruff on the male. No ex-
treme bear-type, but certainly not a
rangy woli-type, either. A good blend
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of the two 15 best. Not-a long back,
but not cobby; either. Good coupling
with a Hrm topline, lightly sloping
croup, wel-sprung ribs, good tuck-up;
and -one thing you're starting 1o see
are thin ears. Samoyeds should have
thick, triangular ears which are slightly
rounded ‘at the tips - well furred.
Mever & round eye - you want an al-
mond shaped eye. [T you got some-
thing like that, you'd really have some-
thing, huh? Temperainent is so ter-
ribly important; if he didn't have any-
thing else, you betler pul tempéra-
ment on the top of the list, Beauty

is as beauty does, the old saying goes.

If a dog is a kook, if he piddles
all over himself every time you look at
him, or if he meets all of your friends
at the door with his fangs showing, then
what good is he? | don't care HOW
many Best of Breeds or Group wins or
anything else he has, be's worthless
in my book. You can't live with him,
and my degs live as members of the
family, Well, | guess that's how I'd
describe the periect Sam.

How important s movement?

It's the whaole thing, nest to tem-
peramicnt.  H the judges could only
judge for one thing, it should be move-
ment, because if a dog isn't con-
structed properly, he can't move
properly. If he moves well, he's what
he's suppesed to be, and | think side
movement 15 most important of all, be-
cause then you see it all. Oh, yes,
movement is the most impertant thing
of all - how he moves is what he. is.

Have you even encowntered dogs.
though, that didn't took all that sound
but moved well and then dogs that
looked sound but didn't move well?

Yes; I've seen dogs that looked
beautiful standing, but then moved
poorly, but you'll always find that
there was something wrong with that
individual later on. Just the same,
generally speaking, the way a dog
moves 5 what he usually is. [ don't
care how beautiful a dog is, i he
deesn't move well, there is always
something weong. A [riend once: had a
dog who moved bedutifully at |8
months, and won on gait, repeatedly.
All ‘'of & sudden, his gait changed and
he was double-tracking and every other
darned thing. His front widened by
the time He' was three, and it turned
out he was compensating for weak
hips. He proved to be dysplastic.
Really sad because he had started out
so well, then went to pot, movement-
wises

If you eould tell from looking at
the dog that he waé going to be dys-
plastic, then there wouldn't be any
point in having QFA,

How true - nobody has x-ray
vision. We have 1o have OFA., I'm
just surprised more people aren't taking
advantage of it. Oh, the real con-
scientious ones are, but too many have
become complacent. In the early
days;, many breeders went everboard
once they were convinced there really
WAS such a thing as dysplasia. Saome
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were x-raying 3 month old puppies -
can you imagine? No kidding, they
k-rayed the heck ocut of them; they
were just hysterical, and, you know, all
that radiation in the pelvic area; bom-
barding: the reproductive organs like
that. Absurd! Then they wonder why
undesirable mutations crop up. Radia-
teon 15 nothing o ool around with.

TR
Bowisam's Nepochee Wrystal & sister
Il weeks. T(Bowlsam's Lightfoot x
Nepachee's Starmy Silver Flair)

It's cumulative, and you should make
your x-rays count. Our dogs must be
x-rayed in order to control dysplasia,
it's our only wol, and a necessary tool,
but it must be used intélligently.

Wait until the dog is the proper age,
then do it.

Do vou think the Samoyed Stan-
dard is good?

Absolutely. | wish everyone would
adhere to it, and also, [ wish the judges
would learn it and judge accordingly.
Starting with the biscuit, which the
standard says is fine; and going. right
on to the leg length - the standard
calls for moderately long legs - short
legs are mcorrect according te the
standard, so why do so many judges put
up short-legged dops?

Is there anything specific that
you think should be done to the stan-
dard?

Mo, Leave it alone! When you
start chipping away-at the standard; it
Isn't long before it's totally unrecog-
nizable - nothing at all the way it was
originally interded. Also, the ¢Orrent
vopue dictaies the changes; whoever
is deing the most showing at the time
- how THEIR dogs look - where the
POWER lies; currently. Qur standard
is wonderful just the way it iss There
is plenty of room for everyone to
express themselves [réely within the
standard.  We don't have to: have car-
bon copies of easch other's dogs -
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we can all do our ewn thing and still
be perfectly correct. No - absolutely
not - leave the standard alone!

3o you think that having a han-
dier improves the chances of winning?

| sure do, mot under all judges, but
a fair amount of them, Onee inwa
while, you'll find that maverick judge
who deliberately snubs the haridlérs
in favor of the novice handler, but
they're darned scarce. What the
heck - the professionzl handler makes
his bread and butter by handling dogs.
He is much mare proficient, naturally.
However, before Pete died, he advised
me to show Duke under any judge that
came afong, and not to worry about
picking judges or hiring: the best han-
dler available. He said, "He's so good
that [ wouldn't back down from ANY
judge, and [ doen't care WHO s han=
dling, if they do a haliway decent job,
they're going to win with him." But,
| de think, that, generally speaking,
you' uduslly have a better chance with
a handler. When | really want to win,
when the competition is really tough,
I usually get a handler. [t's unfor-
turiate, but that's the way it is.

Do you think advertising influences
Judges?

| guess-so. 1 don't adyvertise
very mich myself, but 1 think it could
influence some judges, but just because
someone does a lot of advertising and
you see. their dog in every dog maga-
zine that you pick up, it doesn't nec-
essarily mean they have a spectacular
dog - only a FAMILIAR one. I've seen
real stinko dogs get ‘gobs of publicity;
dops sa bad that you blush with em-
barrassment when you see their pic-
tures, and you wonder why the owner
doesp't realize his dog is so awful-
You know, some of the very best dogs
teday belong 1o breeders who don't
advertise at all - people don't even
know: they exist. It Isn't a big business
with everyone, that's for sure. Many
peaple have therm and love them and
shiow them now and then and do all
the right things for them. Believe me,
a lot of intelligent people are breeding
who really care about the breed and
Just 'do 1t guietly:. They may not have
the money 10 get out toe all the shows
or hire handlers or anything else to
make: them weli-known, but that doesn't
mean they ‘don't have some of the best
dogs around. In fact, some o the dogs
that do the biggest winning are the
poorest specimens, I'm sorry o say -
they're just owned by powerful people
or handled by well-known handlers.
Mot all big winners, I'm happy to
say. Most are well-deserving winners;
but we've all been shocked from time
o ume when we've come face 1o face
with @ well-touted, big-winning dog
and see that he's certalnly not all that
he was cracked up to be.

Who do you consider to be some
of the betier Samoyed breeders today?

That's a tough one bacause there
are so many scattered around the coun-
try. Really, thére are many, many
dedicated, conscientious breeders out



there who are devoting their lives to
the breed. If I can include Canada, |
must say that Islay Aitchison heads

the list. I know firsthand what she
does for the breed, her knowledge and
her aims. She really knows her dogs,
also her pedigrees. Betty McHugh, up
there, is also a good breeder, a stickler
for correct structure and soundness.

In this country, who can deny the many
years that Harold and Doris MeLaughlin
have devoted to the breed? How about
Dan and LaVera Morgan and their won-
derful dogs, or Carol Chittum who had
the great Ivan Belava. Dr. Hritzo,
who bred and owned the fabulous Nerth
Star's Kings Ransom - what a dog!
And there's Pat Meorehouse who has
always been consistent in her quallty,
and don't forget Bob and Wanda Kraus
of K-Way - always consistent, also;
and Don Hodges, Lynette Hansen, Betty
Moo, and the list goes on and on.

I've forgotten dozens of them, I'm
sure.  Greatl breeders who have so
much to be proud of. You know, it
isn't necessary for other breeders to
breed the type of Samoyed that you,
yourself, prefer in order for you to ad-
mire their dogs.

How do you feel about obedience
Lraining?

Well, 1'don't ebedience train my-
selfy although there have been a few
I've owned that | wished | had. (laugh-
ter) |1 do admire people who do obedi-
ence train their dogs, though. 1f you
can show your dog in conformation and
alse get a CD on it, well, bully for
you! [ don't think it's an absslule
necessity to obedience train Samoyeds,
though. They can usually be controlled
well enough by voice tone.

What about Junior Showmanship -
do vou think it hos any value?

It Is good for the kidsy it should
tedch them pood sportsmanship along
with consideration of the dog and a
sense of responsibility. My daughter
would never do it, though; she never
considered herself a kid, and she used
to say, "I'M NOT getung in there with
ALL those LITTLE kids!" (laughter)

She - always showed with the adults,
but I really do think it's a good thing.
| think it's fine: my kids just didn't do
it

Do you believe in spectaling and
campaigring !

Mot every champion is Group
material, that's all there is to it.
There are those that, when they [inish,
thank the powers that be, that he got
his title, and FORGET IT. It takes
a mighty spectacular dog to compete
in Group = a dog. has to have a lot on
the ball.

Do you think that béing in the
Top Ten or Twenty means anything?

Mot always. bSometimes, the ones
in the Top Ten are the ones that are
owned by people who can afford to take
them out to every single show, every
weekend, and hire well-known handlers
and do scads of advertising, and are s0
FAMILIAR to the judges that they do
a lot of winning. But, again, some dogs

attain the status by merit and do de-

serve it. You have to see the dog in

person and judge for yourself. '
Let's just toke a hypothetical

example: Let's say you toke GOono out

{I know you love her) and she cleans
up; takes a lot of Breeds and place-
ments and all this good stuff. The
next thing you know, vou are up there

around number seven or gight, and it
looks like: you might get up there if vou

show a few more times; you might be
able to make this dog number one.
Would it mean anything?

Well, when you put it that way ...
(laughter) | guess when it's your own
dog, you always feel they deserve it -
that's hurman nature.

products don't appeal to me. My dogs
are in worderful condition, so 1'll just
keep on. 1 feed it dry; sometimes; |
add a little cooked beel or leftover
vegetables. My puppies get Purina
Puppy Chow, and also cottage cheese.

Cant you keep male Samoyeds to-
gether?

Lleyd Bristol did; she kept 10 dogs
together, some of them males, and
never had a growl among them. The
old Startinda dogs had wonderful tem-
peraments, | could keep Pandy and
Heyboy together; they were not fighters
but Duke, I've never tried - I'd be
leery. | don't think it's a good idea to
throw two males together that haven't
been raised together. | think you're
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Ch, Glokon's Starfire
Can. Ch. Silver Storm of Kombo x Bowlsam's Flamette of Glokon)

I'd be crazy nat to go for it, it's
a once-in-a-lifetime -sort of thing.

What do you feed yoaur dogs?

For years, 1 fed plain old Purina
with good results, and | still think
it's a good product, but recently, |
switched over to ‘Ken'L Biskit - it was
always my second choice, but now it's
my first. The way | feel is that com-
panies like Purina and Kennel Ration
and so forth have put milliens of dollars
into research, and their product is the
best you can get. All those newfangled
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asking for trouble. Duke isn't a
trouble-maker; | brought his father over
here not long ago and he became upset,
sort of growled under his breath, but
that's normal for a male not to want
another male around, perfectly narmal.
You can sometimes keep them together
if they've been raised together and
there are no bitches around, especially
in heat. | have a friend who owns six
of my malés and anly twe have to be
kept apart. | think that®s remarkable.
Do wou groom the dogs yourself?




Care. Ch. Bowlsam's Breeze of Cosona
{Can. Ch. Silver Storm of Kombe x
Yuri's Frincess Nicole)

Yes, When | say myself, | mean
miy 19 year old son, Bruce (laughter)
when | can con him into bathing them.
I do all the brushing myseltf.

What advice would you give to
someone who wanted (o be a breeder
af Samoyeds and was just starting out?

Many years aga, Virginla Belikotf,
an old-uimé breedér advised me, and |
think it's wonderful advice: "Be honest
in all your dog dealings; as honest as
you possibly can.and remember, nobody
can make or break you. What you be-
come Is entirely up to you. You are
eithér goihg to make it because you de-
serve it, ‘or you'll just be nobody," |
never forgot that. My own advice to
neweomers would be: buy your founda-
tion stock from a reputable breeder.
Start ‘with the very best dogs you can
buy; remember, you can't make a silk
purse out of @ sow's ear; so start with
the best material possible.

Study the books on genetics) stick
to your own line; linebreed for the most
part, though sometimes, you may have
te outcress a little in order to over-
corme: some ‘preblem, but then, go right
back inte your own line. That's why
you should start with a ling you admire
and respect. Do it with the ides in
mind that you're going to stick with it

Have patience because [ you
learned it all at once, the fun would
be' pone, and what would you have, real-
ly? W everyone bred perfect dogs,
well, there would neyer be a challenge
and there would be no fun in it. You
couldn't express yourself In yolr own
way, 50 have patience and enjoy your
dogs.

Show them and you'll learn. Re-
member, nobody can predict a dog
show; vou may think you've got it in
the bag. or you may think you don't
stand a chance, but you're often fooled.
MNobedy ever loses in adog show, be-
cause in every single show, you've won
something = if only expérience. You'll
always be learning. You know, in all
the years I've been in ity | recently
realized that I've learned mare in the
last 7 or ‘8 years than all the others'

together. It'sta continuous learming
process.. You can't read a book and
say, "Oh, | read the book, and now |
know it all." Because you don't. You
have to have years of practical experi-
ence; t's ten times more important
than all the theory in the world. You
have to live it yourself; 1t takes time;
but each experience you have; good or
bad, contributes to the all-around
picture,

Sometimes, there are these who
will try 1o psyche vou out when you
first try to show, especially when you
have a good dog. Virginia Belikofi told
me that when she first started, she had
a lousy dog; but she didn't know - she
thought it was a wonderful specimen.

‘S0 she entered him in some shows.

The other eshibitors greeted her warmiy
and gave her all the encouragement in
the world, She helped make paints for
their dogs, you seg. Well, she continued
1o lose consistently, and the crowd con-
tinued 1o adore and encourage her, One
day, she woke up and realized her dog
was a siinkeroo, so she placed him

and bought a real good one {rom a top
breeder.  When she walked into the
show building with her new, fantastic
dog, she was greeted with icy stares.
MNobody liked her anymore. 5o, don't
feel bad if you suddenly find yoursell
alone at a dog show; it means you're
doing something righty you've got some-
thing good. But there are a lot of
wonderful people in Samoyeds who are
willing | te help rewcomers.  Write to
people; if you see a dog you like in a
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magazine, drop the owner a line and
tell her sb.  Peopld love 1o have their
dogs admired, and you might make
yourself a lifetime friend.

Tell us about yvourself.

There!s not much to tell. |
haven't worked in years: I'm-a regis-
tered nurse, trained at Mercy Hospital
in %an Diego. After the first baby, |
quit work and stayed at home. My
husband was: in the Navy: he's now re-
tired so | was alone a great deal of
the time. [ mean, alone except for the
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kids; they were babies; and you can't
sit alope in the house, 24 hours-a day,
without going nuts, We lived out in
the country at the time, with only one
close neighbor. | knew | needed an
outside interest, so | decided to get
involved in dogs. | got out 1o some
dog shows, and it gave me a chance 1w
get away from the kids now and then.
The dogs were a godsend - still are.

| just couldn't imagine living without
them. | enjoy dogs shows more than
anything else | can imagine:  To me,
there Is nothing more thrilling. than w
get up at 3 a.m. and take off for a
dog shows leaving the house when it's
still dark, trying to keep the dogs shut
up, but they're usually screaming with
delight because they know darned well
where they're going. They po crazy
they love it. And hitting the Hardee's
before daybreak! The steak and epgs
and biscuizs and coffee - fsn't it
grand?

There are no Hardee's in Denver,

You're kKidding! You're really
missing out!  And then you see all
those familiar faces at the show, the
same dog people, no matter what the
breed.

I've ‘often said you could probably
go Lo a show anywhere in the LS, and
meel somebody you know,

And even if you don't know them
by name, most will ned and say hello.
You meet some of the finest people in
the world, in dogs, you really do.  Even
the people you don't particularly like,
if you really think about it, the very

Tilka, Cheeno, Tinda, Starch, Tally & Susu

fact that they're in dogs makes them
basically good peoaple, because | think it
takes a certain sensitivity and kindness
and compassion 1o be attracted to this
sort of life, I'm not talking about the
"fly-by-mghts" - but the true, dedicated
dog people. Of course, you make
enemies, o, because no matter how
hard you try, you always manage to
accumulate acertain number of people
who either -don't like you because of
some incident that perhaps happened 30
years ago, or they just don't like you

.
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Heidi, Jerry & Bruce, with pups at 5 weeks (Heyboy x Luba)

on general principles. As | said, it
could be some silly thing that happened
years ago. Remember, you're dealing
with a very strong emotien here -
FAMILY PRIDE! We're not dealing
with good sportsmanship, but also the
good name and reputation of something
that is practically our own flesh and
blood - OUR DOG! Good griefl They
might as well criticize your kids. 5o
it's enly human nature; | guess. Some-
times people will hate you because

you have a grear deg: they even act
as if they hate the dog, but [ think
they act that way because they wam
to win so badly themselves. Every-
body wants to win, but everyvbody
CAN'T win: | notice you become more
phitosophical the longer you are in it -
when your novice days are over.

The days of third place being
the grealest thing in the world ...

Oh, 1 won third ... whee!

Next thing you. know, all vou want
is Bests in Show!

That's right. | remember the
first time Pete showed Stacey for me,
she was: that pet bitch | told you
about - well, | asked him in all
seriousness if he thought she'd win
Best in Show! | guess a lot of new-
comers really believe their dog is the
very best dog in the building. But Pete
did a geod job with her; he was a
terrific handler - classy - and could
make any dog look good. He had a
wonderful eye, and was seldom wrong;
he evaluated all my litters for me: those
first few years, until | developed my
own eye. That's something that deesn't
come overnight; {t takes time, but one
day, you wake up and find you have It
- most people do.

So you don't think that some peg-
ple. just naturally have it?

It has to: be developed. 'Oh sure,
some people are better than others,
and some pever develop their eye at
all, but 1 think that's becausé they
never learned what they're supposed to
learn about their breed. Ewven people

with a tendency toward a good eye,
don't develop it right off the bat, the
minute they get into dogs. They have
o learn what they're doing before
they can know what they're seeing.

You have three childrén?

Yes: Jeery, the oldest boy, is
in the Army. My daughter, Heidi, has
her degree in English, and my younger
boy, Bruce, is a sophomore in college,
majoring in Physics - he's the brains of
the family.

Are vou still married?

Oh, yes!

Well, you never said anything
aboul him, se | just thought ..

Yes, to the same man all these
years.. He's retired from the Mavy and
works for the Mavy, a hard-warking man
but he's never been involved with the
dogs; hie likes them.

He humers his wife.

Well ... {laughter) poor mar,
hie practically lives in the den - the on-
ly reom that is out of bounds to the
dogs: so he retreats to the den, watches
sports on TV and dozes. My husband
likes: the dogs, but he likes to relax
undisturbed when he gets home-at
mght.

He likes sports, the feotball
games-and all that stwfl. He doesn't
go to dog shows and has ne interest
in them. He doesn't groom them or
feed them or let them out - ‘oh, maybe
once: in awhile, but not often, because
he claims he can't tell them apart. |
once left a note telling him to let
them out but not to ket Chanel out
with any - of the others, but Mary could
go.out with Dazzle and Harmeny, and
Flair could go out with Duke. He was
mad as heck when I.got back and said,
"How in hell am | supposed to know
whe is who?" He can't keep track of
them all. When he was in the Navy,
he would come home from a sea voyage
and there would always be a new one,
and he'd say, "Who in heck is that?"
He was never guite sure if 1t was one
of the old ones or a new one | had
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bought while he was gone.

Have you lived here all your life?

Mo, only for the last Z3 years.

We got stationed here and stayed after
he retired. After buying a home and
all, we figured we might as well

just stay where we were. We had al-
ways planned on going back to Cali-
fornia, but we never did.

Is that where you are from?

No, | was born in Rhode Island,
but went to California in my teens,
where 1 teained, and met my husband,
He is from Missouri.

What are some of the odvantages
and disadvantages of being in dogs?

The advantages far outweigh the
disadvantages, | can tell you that., You
are never, never bored, always there is
something to do, and someplace 1 go,
because there's always a dog show,
somewhere, and yvou're needed - 2%
hours a day, you're needed. You live
an exciting and interesting life and
have a hobby that the whole family can
enjoy. It's wonderful for kids, and it
keeps the family together. You get to
travel to all the shows, and vou meet
people from all walks of life; people
you would neéver have met otherwise,
your paths never would have crossed if
it hadn't been for dogs:

You can't say you don't have any-
thing to do because there are always
dog clubs to joins, and the clubs are
always desperate for workers. You
also get the love of these fine ani-
mals- - the kind of love that you can
never get from other human belngs.
They truly love you and don't care if
you don't have a nice house or a lot of
money, or if you're homely, or you
could even be the bigpest crook: in
town - they would think you're WON-
DERFUL! They make you féel as if
you're really somebody.

The disadvantages are: you spend
every cent you have on them; there is
never such a thing as having money
left over, because if there IS some left
over, you always need a new crate or




Can. Ch. Silver Storm of Kombo

grooming table, or you're going on a
circuit and want to hire a good handler
and so forth. For Christmas, forget
the perfume and negligees - you need
a new dog dryer.  You spend every
cent on them and love every minute of
Ity and, if you keep your dogs in the
house; as | do, there are going to be
aeccidents; from time to time; You're
net going to have & lot of beautiful
furpiture if you keep the dogs in the
house; it can be very clean, but it will
never be classy again. Who cares?
You're pretry well tied down
and have to watch the ¢lock when you
go out; so you can hurry back home and
let the dogs out ... but, the advantages
outweigh the disadvantages a million
woone. | can't imaging how it would
be to come home to a silemt house, to
open the door and not have all the dogs
barking greetings and whipping them-
selves silly with their wagging tails.
Does a husband do that? Heck no!
Dog hair is everywhere, all over
my clothes, in my hair = I'm practical-
ly white-headed sometimes, on my 'coat
and in my eye lashes. My husband
used to imagine there was dog hair
if every dish | served - he'd stare at
his breakfast eggs for a full fifteen
minutes before getting up the nerve
to-eat it. THis was in the early
days, but, after a few dozen hysterics
an my part; he finally quit deoing it.
I used to say, "So, you found a DOG

HAIR = big deal!

a cleany white haje?

a PEOPLE HAIR, I'd gag myself."
Anyhow, all these years with the

What's wrong with

dogs have been wonderful, and | don't
regret one cent I've ever spent on
thern or one mess 've ever cleaned up
or any ef the friepds I've lest - nondeg
people who stopped coming to rmy home
pecause they couldn't ‘stand all the
dogs around - that's THEIR loss; or
any of the other so-called disadvan-
tages. | feel that everyone should
do something constructive with their
life, and being in dogs and working to
improve the breed helps me in that
respect.  you know, in all the years
I've been in dogs, 1'vé never been to a
national specialty, but I'm making
definite plans to attend the Denver
show in 1984, I'm really looking for-
ward o it

Thank you very much. 19

Mow, 1f it were

Here’s to You, Shuggs!

Elizabeth Crosby Metz
New York Cily, New York
April 2, 1983

Herels to my Sugar, our foundation mother;

she's sweet, smart and lovely, a -Sam like no-other,
She doesn't eat shingles or puddle the floor

or steal chew-toy prospects from Jerry's sock drawer,

She obeys with her body and thinks with her head:
Can't possibly be a pure-bred Samoyed!

l'don't lose my hand when I give her a pill:

& sweetly put "Eat it!" assures that she will.

Says the' vet, as she smiles while he rubs Panalog,
"Have 1 told you how much | admire this dog?"
{Only a thousand times since they first met;
maybe he's hinting 16r one of her get?)

Her most useful virtue must be that this pup
relieves herself only when told, "Hurry up!"

ahe sits with me outside, and when the lead's down
doesn't lead all the mutts on & romp across town,

(Linlike Frizz and Missy, who hope every day

for an open gate calling, "SAMS, SPLIT TO L.A.1Y
Yet like other Sams, she digs grass, dirt and sand,
but unlike maost others, she stops on command.

and ‘tries 10 replace all the grass that she's thrown,

and spits back the worms, and replaces the stone.

She sleeps where she's told, and she'll stay there all night
tand when she gets up, Missy poops on the site.)

But when | say "OUTSIDE! she -.often asks, "FUN
is to hang out with other mere DOGS in a RUNT"
50 she taught them the in-thru-the-Pet-Dor stampede
and dismantled its lock with un-Sammy-like speed.

MNow it may be a bit egocentric and tacky

to brag about having a Sam that's not wacky

and headstrong and hell-bent on having her druthers:
a 3am 1o teach “noblesse oblige” to the others.

Over all, here's to Sugar, who gives prooi conclusive

that "Sammy" and "off-lead" aren't mutually exclusive.
And now that we're breeding, "Dear Lord," 1 implore,
"If they'd all be like Sugar, we'd like thirty morel"

B9

With thanks to the Feinbergs, Bear and Magic, for adding Sugar to our life! ¥



