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Hm long have you been fnvolved in

and in this breed
spectfically?

We started with a Springer
Spaniel in 1955. We did obedi-
ence with him. John was wrans-
ferred to the state of Washing-
ton, the Seattle area and we had
Skipper with us. There was a
man whom they finally caught
who was going around poisoning
dogs, and he poisoned our Skip-

er. We took him in to the vet

ut he dicdn't make it. I was bro-
kenhearted and 1 said, 1
up with this girliriend who had a
Samoyed when I was a young
kid." We said our next dog
wotld be a Samoyed il we could
find one. He saic{ “I know of a
litter. In fact, | helped deliver the
litter.” It was Bonnie and Bob
Bowles of Silver Moon. 1 called
her and we went out to see her,
She interviewed us and let us see
the puppies and Joh-Ni was our first
Samoyed, Duchess Joh-INi of Silver
Moon. We brought her home about a
week before Christmas and diar was a
Christmas present for us that year in
1960,

From there we went on. She
caught our hearts and swle us away.
Through them we got into showing the
dogs and learning all about it and there
were some excellent people out there.
We met Nell Collins and Lila Weir -
they were excellent people and we
learned an awful lot from them. They
taught us how to show dogs. We met
Walt and Ethel Stefanik who had
Samoyeds and who lived in Leaven-
worth, Washington and we visited with
them often, especially after we were
transfered to Washingion. We went w
dog shows many times with Walt and
Ethel Stefanik, as we lived near them.
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There was a small kennel club starung
up in Moses Lake and Ephrmaia and we
were one of the beginning members of
the club, In Moses Lake they
used 1w have a Western week and they
had a big parade and you wore western
clothes. Joh-Ni became the waichdog.
The herding instinct was very namﬁ
in her. The litde kids on the street
would come down and see Joh-Ni in the
yard. Iraught her the boundaries and
she would not go beyoend the bound-
aries of that yard. She would herd all
the litde kids into the yvard. She was the
neighborhood baby-siter, so to speak.
When this parade was in town that
year, we all went down - she was about
fifteen months old. Itook Joh-Ni, and
the kids went with me. Dan Blocker,
who played Hoss Cantwright in
“Bonanza,” was the parade marshall
and he spoued Joh-INi with the kids. As

soon as he got to the end of the parade,
he came right back and played with

Joh-Ni. He was very impressed with

her,

We were there untll September
1962. In June of 1962 the Bowles had a
litter of puppies and Ch. Noauk of Sil-
ver Moon was the sire. He was a liver-
mate to Joh:Ni. John was being trans-
ferred in July back 1o New Jersey so [
was left behind o pick up the pieces.
Bonme said, “Bernice, how about hav-
ing a puppy? So | bought Kloudi who
wrned out to be Ch. Wynter Kloud of
Silver Moon, He was a darding. He
looked just like his father did as a
puppy. Before John left, he took out
the back seat of the car and it was
shipped with the furniture. He made a
litde platform in the back of the car for
Kloudi and Joh-Ni. We started off. As
I was wraveling across country people
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were 50 impressed when [ stopped with
this lude puppy and Joh-Ni. i ey
would say, “Spitz?” and [ said, “On
occasion they do.” | finally arrived in
New Jersey.

At the motel where we were stay-
ing temporarily just outside of Pauer-
son, New Jersey, the woman in charge
of the motel was very impressed with
the dogs and her very close friend was
Beatrice Lillie of the Broadway stage.
Beatrice Lillie came and sat on the floor
of my motel room while John was at
work and played with litde Kloudi and
Joh-Ni. Kloudi's litermate later came
that the lady of the motel bought
because she was so impressed with the
dogs. We finally found a home and
moved up into Wayne, New Jersey.

In Seprember at Wesichester, the
Samoyed Club of America had a
National Specialty in conjunction with
Westchester KC. In those years,
the Samoyed Club of America
had divisions. They had the
Eastern, Midwest, Northwest
and Pacific Coast, not like the
SCA 1s now, [t was the Eastern
Division of the Samoyed Club of
America but acrually the
Samoyed Club of America held
the specialty. | entered Joh-INi
and ok Kloudi along. At that
specialty show, Joh-Ni took
I!);en'e Winners Bitch, and she
wasi't even two years old. [t
was her first specaalty show, We
met Bab and Boily fard there
wha are well-known in
Samoyeds, and they are also
Judges. Mr. Chamberlain was
the judge and he was an old-time
Samoyed breeder.

Alter we moved o
our home, | started showing Joh-
Ni and she was taking Winners
Bitch, Best of Winners and Best of
Breed over champions. She finished in
nothing flat, before she was two years
old. Her regisiered name was Ch.
Duchess Joh-Ni of Silver Moon.

Dhd you speaial her then?

Yes. It was lots of fun. The fol-
lowing spring, Kloudi was nine months
old and his first show was in Washing-
ton, DC in conjunction with the
Nadonal Capnal show and was a spe-
cialty again. He ook Winners Dog
and {1&51 of Winners out of the Ameri-
can Bred class.

Hozwe old was he then?

He was only nine months old.

The next few shows, I showed him in
Patterson, New Jersey, at Ramapo Ken-
nel Club. He not only took Winners
Dog and Best of Winners, he went Best
of Breed. Iwas shocked. Edeen Whit-
lock, who is an old-timer in Samoyeds,




encouraged me to go to the Chicago
International Show because they were
having the SCA National Specialy
there, We went. In those days they
were bench shows. That was lots of
fun. You got to meet everybody and
learn a great deal about your breed
from the old-umers. You had to have

roof of the ownership of the dog o get
into the Chicago International bench
show so they wouldn't get stolen
because at that time, they were stealing
dogs from the shows. Kloudi did take
Winners Dog again and Best of Win-
ners at that specialty. At that show,
Julia Goadrich, a respected Samoyed
breeder, was the charperson. She
mide arrangements to have the ban-
ciuet and hired guards o watch eur
dogs while we went to the banquet.
She was an mteresting lady and very
knowledgable on the Sanm},'cds. The
next week I showed Kloudi again and
he took Winners Dog, Best of Winners
and Best of Breed and finished for his
championship. Five shows in one
maonth ane he was a champion. |
showed him once in May as a special
but he was (oo immature to be shown
as a special, so | kept him home until
the next year and brought him out the
next spring when he took Best of Breed
and fourth in the Warking Group.

How wiany fitters have you fred?

Joh-INi only had one litter, Ch.
Wynterkloud's Patyna Sno Mist,
“Tyna,” had five and Willie, Ch. Shesr-
nustar of Wynterkloud (She's Our New
Star), had three and then her daughier
Chatta, Wynterkloud's Tufnwil Kachi-
na, had one. Joh-Ni had one, Tyna
had five, Willie had four and Willie's
daughter Chatta had one. So, ten lit
ters.

Did you have specific goals when you
started your breeding program?

I wanted to rewin the beauty of the
Samoyed breed. [ wanted good quality
in coats; also pood pigmentanon, move-
ment and sound temperament. [ dicdn’t
want any shyness or poor tempera-
ment. [ wanted them as close to the
standard as [ could get them.

Which do you feel was your best litter
and why?

There was one litter with Tyna-
Kloudi and then it was with Tyna and
Ch. Nachalnik of Draylene, owned by
Doris and Harold McLaughlin, That
was a beautiful litter — four champions
out of a livter of seven — also, one dog
had an obedience CD ade.

Were there & number of champions ont of
that liteer?

Yes. There was one out of Willie
that was a very beauuful dog. She had
very pretty puppies. The Tyna-Kloudi
litter, there were four champions in that
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Lefi: Ethel Stefanik vwith male Sammy “Mishka,”
Right: Bernice Helinski with bitch Ch. Duchess Joh-Nt of Silver Moon.

one,

Howw many were i the hiter?

There were six. Four of them
became champions and the other two
went into obedience. They went into
obedience and had ewo CD's but the
championship in that litter was a really

nice one. [ bred Tyna to the half brodh-

er-of Kloudi. He was Ch. Sam
(YKahn's Chingis Kahn. That was
another fine litter, There were five
with three champions. Willie came out
of that liteer.

Do you knatw how many champions you
have prodeced?

zl'h-:n'e:- are quite a few. 've lost
track over the years. Every so often |
get 4 lewter from somebody reminding
mie that so and so was a champion.
About two years ago | received a leuer
with a communication about all the
dogs with OFA that went back o our
breeding. | was amazed to see there
were so many that I didn’t know their
offspring came right back to my breed-

ings. They were beautiful, sound dogs.

Which dog do you fecl was the best dog

you fave ever bred ar owned and why?

I would say Ch: Shesmustar of
Wynkterkloud was just fabulous, She
was a wonderful bitch. "This is the one
called Willie. She was very sound. As
a bitch she also placed in Ze Working
Group which was good for a bitch 1o
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do back then in the early 1970°s. She
placed ina Group here in Pueblo, Col-
orado, also.

Would yor consider her to be your biggest
winner?

Kloudi was my really big winner
and although 1 wasn't his breeder, he
was in the top ranking. Back then they
had what they call the Phillips System
and he was ranking right up there as
one of the op dogs, right along with his
father, Ch. Noatak of Silver Moon. His
hall brother was Willie's sire and that
was Ch. Sam O'Khan's Chingis Kahn.
They were all ranking up there as top
winning dogs. It was a lot of fun.

What is your ofsinion of inbreeding, line-
breeding and onterossing?

You have to do some inbreeding
and you have o do outeross. [ feel if
you keep real close lincbreeding or
inbreeding you're going to get some
weaknesses and you have to outcross o
bring in the qualities that you might be
losing. 1like to linebreed but 1 do feel
that you have to go our oceasionally or
you will lose some of your strengths
and bring in faults you don't want and
create faults.

Who or what twas moil influential in
your breeding program? Is there a person or a
partinlar animal?

I was impressed over the years
with Billy Tucker. She was a very well-



known breeder. | was very impressed
with her breeding program. Nell
Collins out in the northwest was where
we got our start. Doris McLaughlin
was very influenual. Ibred to her Ch.
Nachalnik of Draylene twice. [ was
very pleased with what [ came our with.
"Those people were very conscientious.
They promoted x-raying for hip dyspla-
sia when it was first starting. 'lli"ley
were very influential in that They
were right there at the beginning as far
as x-raying for hip dysplasia and then
involved with the eye problems later,
testing for PRA. I think Bob and Daolly
were early leaders in givin? information
on the breed. They were from the
early times of the Samoyeds, and from
them you learned a great deal.

0w did you come up with you kennel
nuine !

[liked Kloudi's name, Ch. Wynter
Kloud of Silver Moon, and 1 thought |
would combine it. Kloudi made a
name for himself as a show dog and |
thought, “Why not just make it ino
one word and have Wynterkloud."
When we first named Kloud, [ didn’t
want to spell it just plain “winter” and
“cloudy.” Iwanted to make it different
and then we decided to make it Wyn-
terkloud, one word.

Ouer the years, have you developed any
scheme or method in naming yotir litters?

Not really too much. When peo-
ple buy the dogs, just so they use the
kennel name they name their dogs
whatever they want. [ never haff any
specific way of naming them. When
Willie was born, I was whelping that lit-
ter, and we lived in New Jersey. Our
neighbor who was a police officer
walked in and asked how many pup-
I;ies we had then. ['had two who were

orn by then and there was a litter of
six. He said, “The next one that is
born, you have to name after me,” and
his name was William. So that's how
she got the call name of Willie. Their
call names are something that suits
them. Like this one we have now
called Sugar. That’s not the real name.
It's from the kids in the neighborhond
who said, “Oh, she's so sweet. She's
Lust like sugar.” So, on occasion, that is

ow our Sammies receive a “call
name”!

Do you feel that over the years you devel-
ofed @ distinguishable line where people wonld
say, “That's a Wynterkiond dog”?

Yes, I think so. In pigmentation,
coat and face, they can tell, and overall
soundness and good emperament,

Our Wynterkloud Joh-Ni of Karana
had an wdeal temperament.

How would you rate type, temperament
and soundness in order of importance?

I want soundness and [ do like
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type and I want sound temperament,
too. It means a great deal to me to
have them sound m wmperament. [
want an overall dog and [ want good
movement. That tells you an awful lot
about the dog. A dog that is put togeth-
er correctly will move correedy. [look
for that. I'don't want to lose that and 1
don’t want to lose temperament. They
are supposed to be a Christmas dog
with a spirit of Christmas in their heant
and in their smile and that's what |
want.

What iv the ideal conformation in this
frreed?

A Samoyed should be well-bal-
anced, not oo heavy in overall boning
to appear clumsy. They should give an
impression of being capable of
endurance and able to perform the
work they were intended to do. Males
should be masculine in appearance -
not aggressive. Females should look
feminine but not with loss of structure
or temperament, Both males and
females should be just off-square. The
coat should be of good qualiey, double
coated and biscuit coloring should net
be penalizing. The Samoyed expres-
sion should be important, too - the
“Samoyed smile” is the typical
Samoyed expression, with good move-
ment and soundness of temperament. |
do want a good coar. | do not want to
see a dog in the show ring that’s been
altered by clipping and rimming and
all that. "This dog is supposed to be nat-
ural. Ican see them trimming up the
feet a litide but I don’t want to see them
sculpturing the dﬁs.

What do you like or dislike in head type?

I don’t like too much of a foxy
look. Idon't want to see a litde foxy
type face. | want a nice balanced head.
I don't want to see a real harsh look to
them. 1want a nice soft look to the
head so that you know that they're gen-
tle and you know that they can hold
their own, [ like to see a nice stop. |
don't like the loss of stop. It takes away
from the correct head of a Sammy. |
don't want a coarse looking dog either.

What do you feel is the iag;u* ear st and
setof ear?

[ have had large ears. They
should be fit so they have an equilateral
triangle from the eye to the ear to in
between across the top of the skull,
That, to me, is the ideal ear ser. And
the size of the cars can vary. ['ve had
some from correct to the large ear but
as long as it fits in with the I;fag. it
shouldn’t make any difference. Aslong
as'it balances out. It can vary but as
long as they are correctly set on the
head, that 1s what counts.

Are misang leeth a problem?

They should not have missing
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teeth. That is a very grave fault. [tis
in the breeding program and they
should not have missing teeth.

How important is eye color?

Eye color can vary from the black,
dark, dark eyes to a more amber color,
I'don’t hold that against them. Of
course, a blue eve 1s disqualifying. The
lighter colored eye along with the liver
nose and all, that dog can produce
black points. Idon't hold that against
any dog.

How &?arm i head type, when you

og?

are mh:t,g( a

I like 1o see the dog's head in bal-
ance with the overall structure of the
dog. [ don't want a large, coarse head
on a finer body. It's out of balance
then. [ want the head to balance with
the rest of the dog. Tome, ina
Samoyed, they should have the
Samoyed smile because that's part of
the breed,

Hozo tmportant &s pigment and would
you breed to a dog that was missing pigment?
If he had the overall structure.

You would have to know what was
behind that dog. If there was a solid
black lip line, then, ves, I would breed
to him Eec&_usc it will come through
again, The breaks in the lip line [ don't
think are that serious because that can
be bred out if you are careful in your
breeding program and know that you
must breed into one with a good lip line
pigment, or eye rim. But lip line
breaks, I do not count the dog down as
far as quality because of that because
it's in the breed, but you do try to
breed it out in a good breeding pro-
gram.
Wil you comment on the white, white
coals and the bisat coat and maybe on the
fleech ?

I have found through experience
that if you take a dog that is a white,
white Jﬁg with a solid black pigment
and it has the longer white coat - say
it's been several generations — then |
think at that time you want a dog that
is carrying a litde bit of a liver nose and
maybe has a tendency toward a litde
biscuit in his coat here and there. If
vou breed o that dog, the liver could
come up with excellent pigmentation
and beautiful, beautiful coats and very,
very l%,ocd overall structure,

tlf they came out with the wwhite cont
then?

Yes. There will be a combination,
too, in the litter, you'll find, because [
have done that. You will have a great
overall structure and their pigment
coming in really great. Some will have
the shorter dense coats and some will
have the long coat but then you are car-
rying the genes back that will come
again the next time one of those are




Lﬂﬂ st

bred then it will come back and you
will have equal quality there. You will
have good coat. You will bring out
some biscuit but biscuit helps. And you
need the liver. It's part of the breed.
You read in the old books back in the
history of the Samoyeds, they bred o
liver nose for a purpose. It will increase
the black points iﬁrﬁmue generatons.
It's excellent structure. If you keep
breeding black, black points with the
white longer coats, they seem to lose
some of their boning. They are a liude
lighter in boning but by domng the com-
bination you are getting a dog that is
what they were. 1find it very impor-
tant.

You have an early picture of a black
Samoyed. Do you think there were maore black
Sam then?

Jo. According to this English
book here, they were very, very rare. |
would love to have had a set of blacks
and whites just to prove that it was not
the dominant gene in the Samoyeds.
The dominant gene s for the white coat
or the biscuit. Black is very rare.

But 1t does ?

Yes, rarely. There was a litter here
in Colorado where they had one black
puppy. Unforwnately, the owner of
the stud took the black puppy as stud
fee. He had distemper in his kennel
and the puppy died. Everybody was
hearsick because everybody wanted
that black Samoyed. It would have
been just great.

hat do you think s the cause of smory
nose?

I think it 1s part of the breed. In
the wintertime they're going to go into
snow noses. Particularly m the bitches,
as they get older, the nose stays that
way most of the time. You can see the
one out here. Her nose is a liver nose
now. When she was young, it was
black, black. Bucvas Ll{e bitches ger
older, they seem o reain the liver nose
then and that's nota fault of any kind.
It's part of the breed.

Haro deep do you feel the chest should
be?

It should come right 1o the elbow.
It has to be according to the breed stan-
dard. You don’t want a real shallow
chest or oo low. And the layback of
the shoulder makes it all equal then. It
has o be in proportion.

In your ﬁbmew' , hor important & coat
to winning in the ring?

Well, the overall quality has a lot
to do with it. I've won with dogs out of
coat. Butit's the quality, not the quan-
tity that counts, You have to know
that, yes, your dogs are going to shed.
Especially the biches have a tendency
to shed wwice a year according to their
heat eycle. 1've noticed that. Buticis

Ch. Joh-Nit of Silver Moon a2 22 mionths with pups Kloudi and Mich-at 11 1/2 weeks,

quality, not quantity that counts
because you may have a short, dense
coat and they're very good. That's a
good coat to have and it’s casier 10 ke
care of, too.

What do you consider to be ideal in
shonlder layback?

It should be according to the breed
standard, a 45 degree layback of shoul-
der. 1don’t like to seea short neck
because that throws the whole dog off.

Do you see more short necks nozw than
ot tesed io?

Yes. It throws the whole front off.
Then the dog is not balanced in front
and you will see poor movement in the
front as a result

What do you think the ideal hetght is for
dogs and itches?

[ think they should stay within the
standard. [like 1o see a dog, just as
they are, 23-1/2 inches. T will accept a
24 inch male. At one tme [ can
remember that we tried to get it but it
wouldn't pass, to change the bitches to
be instead of 21-1/2 inches to 22 inches
and then have a disqualificavon just like
they do in Siberian Huskies. We want-
ed 1o see thar play two inch because if
they're on a sled team, they would be
in better balance. If you have a couple
of bitches there that maybe they're
overlapping the bottom part of the
male, then they're: going 1o be more in
balance and they'll work better. 1
would like to sec it that way. Judging
bitches, T will not put them down as far
as placing them or giving them a win if
they are a lide bit oversized, The bitch
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should be, [ think, around 22 inches.
The males 1 would like 1o see just
where they are or I'd let them go 10 24
inches, but not above it. | want to keep
them balanced nght where they are.
Unfortunately, it’s 21-1/2 inches for
bitches. [ would like to see it go 22
inches for bitches and then disqualify. 1
don't want to see them getting too big.

Will you comment on the Samoyeds as a
herding breed?

e Samoyeds are a herding
breed. I remember there was a man up
in the northwest and all he would have
were Samoyeds to herd his sheep.
They make excellent herding dogs. In
size, you don’t want them to be over-
sized. You want that dog to be agile. If
you start getting a big oversized, over-
boned dog, :h:ﬁ‘re not going to be able
to do their quality of work as faras a
herding dog, Ilearned this when we
went to our first SCA Specialty in
Westchester, New York. One of the
speakers at the banquet said, “They
{the Samoyeds) are known as the three
H dog: hunting, herding and hauling.”
If you have a big, klutzy, oversized
Samoyed, they're not going to be able
to do their herding.

What do you feel the topline should be
ltke and Fow do you feel it relates lo the func-
tion of the dog?

It has to be a level opline because
the overall function of the dog depends
o1 1L

Do you see that Samoyeds are starfing lo
%I more rear angulation than they should

ve?



Yes. Too straight, too much angu-
lation - they're both wrong. You do
not want this over-angulation. It's

ing to throw their whole rear end off
and you will find weaknesses in the
rear then. If you start overangulaung,
Yol are gning Lo run intoe too many
problems. It's the same if it’s oo
straight. Either way, you are going to
have problems. The dog is not going to
be abI:- to function the way it's sup-
posed to.

What do you féel s the ideal faot shape
and how i it related to finction?

[ don’t want to see a cat’s paw on
Samoyeds. When they are in the snow
they need the hare foot. You want a
good, solid hare foot. You don't want a
splayed or little, uny cat foor. The hare
foot balances with the boning so they
can function in the snow like they are
supposed to. It also helps them herd-
ing. They need that grip. When
they're herding, they have to make fast
turns and if they don't have the right
foot, they're not going to do it

How wondd you describe the ideal iem-
Jerament n a Samoyed?

Idon't want to see them overly
aggressive, ready to bite at the drop of a
hat [ think a Sammy should be very
cordial. They should be able to get
along with everybody, They like to
Elr:ase people. They are supposed 10 be

appy dogs. They are supposed to
have, like I say, the Christmas spirit
carried over in their smile. They are
not going to attack anybody. They
shouldn't shy away if someone comes
up to them. I want them tobe very
steady that way. 1 don't like 1o see
them where they back off and shy away
or they growl at a person the minute
they come up to a person. They will be
protective but you won't find them

owling, snarling and ready to bite.

y are not that type. [ want to see
them very even tempered, not shy and
not overly aggressive.

What db you feel are some of the mast
sertous faults m the breed today?

There are some eye problems and
some oversized dogs. ['ve come across
some temperaments that [ don't like
either.

What type of eye prroblems do you see?

Juvenile cataract and progressive
retinal atrophy, PRA. This is where
you need to watch your breeding pro-
gram. Juvenile cataracts are easy to
eliminate if you watch your breeding.
You are going to have to west. I'm sorry
to see this coming out in our dogs.

I's the ey testing something that is done
fry st breeders?

They should have dogs’ eyes test-
ed before breeding. We have some of
the best right here in Colorado, We
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have a veterinary college in Ft. Collins,
and we have Dr. Hammond, an oph-
thalmologist, in Denver, so it's not any
problem o have access to a good
camne ophthalmologist, It's a shame
because 1t can be eliminated.

Lo you feel that the Sumoyed standard is
overall a pood standard?

Yes, 1like the standard. The only
change I would make is I would like to
see the bich be 22 inches. Otherwise, |
like the standard as itis, Ivisn't overly
aggressive. It's easy wo follow. It's easy
for the breeders o say, “Let's adhere 1o
this." There is nothing too much o be
deviated at all in it. Ilike the standard,

Are there any disqualifications and
should there be any?

[ would like to see a disqualifica-
tion as far as the size, yes, like the stan-
dard with the Sibertan Husky on
height. The ather thing I might also go
for would be disqualifying an overl
aggressive dog in the ring that wuu?r’l
attempt 1o bite. Ifa dog 15 going w try
to bite somebody in the ring, the judge
or anyone ¢lse, they should be disquali-
fied because the breed was not to be an
apgressive, nasty dog,

Do you feel that ims should be spe-
o405 ot fee rgmpmui 0 ipe

Yes, [ think so. 1 like to see them
specialed. This 15 what our breed 1s,
this dog is deserving of his tide. If you
have a real good dog that is a champi-
on, let the world see what they are.

Do you feel that making tie to ten or
fofy twenty 15 a real achicvement?

It's a good achievement but ] don’t
think it's necessary. If the dog is a
good dog and he's made a champi-
onship and he has done some nice win-
lling,lil, think all these rankings go a lit-
tle overhoard. Then the people are car-
ing about winning and they are not car-
ing about the breed uself. There are
some dogs that should not even be
champions but they are being specialed
all over and they have serious faults,
not producing well. But everybody is
going to jump on the bandwagon and
breed to that wop dog up there and it
might not be the best for the breed.

Do you feel overall that pdging in your
breed is fair? Do you think there is anything
that tan be done to iuprove 12

[ want to see a dog judged for who
the dog 1s itself and not for who is on
the other end of the lead. I'm sorry,
bur that's the way it goes. It's not
always the best dog that wins, it's who
was showing it. They must wake into
consideration that no dog is perfect. It
can-even be in temperament, too, and
that’s why I think temperament should
be very important.

If you have a preference, would you
rather show under an all breed pudge or a
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breeder-pudge?

I Iﬁte breederjudges. I'm one. It
Just depends. Some of the all breed
u that we have were originall
J’Sadnﬁce);ed breeders. They k?l%:lw Lh};:
breed well. It just depends on the
Jjudge, I guess, but I do like breeder-
Judges.

Do you think that poor judgwng i more a
result of F’;am’fn'a than of actually not knowing
the ?

A littde of both.

Do you think advertivng mfluences a
jider?

I think some of it does, yes. |

Have you always handled your own
dogs?

Yes, they were all owner handled,
always.

Have you ever handled for other people
s a faver or professionally?

Not professionally, but aceasional-
ly maybe one that was of our breeding
and the people cannot take it in, I will
say, “Yes, I'll do it for you." I wouldn't
just handle anyone's dog just for the
fun of it, but if it was one of our breed-
ing, if they didn't know how to do it
and were just new to the breed, then I'd
go into the ring. I've done it several
times but not for just everybody. Just
to help out ence n a while, that’s all.

i your husband handle?

Yes, he did. He didn't do it ve
often but he did. He handled one o
our breedings up in Cheyenne when
the woman couldn't handle it ac all.
She was older. John ook the dog in,
Kama Kloud, and he got Best of Win-
ners. In fact, he helped finish the dog
to his championship.

You always took your own dogy into

l.'?mn%?
es, It was fun. [ enjoyed the
competinon. Willie, Ch. Shesenustar of
Wynterkloud, placed in Groups. 1
remember one shaw here in Pueblo she
was given third n the Group. That's
when the herding breeds were in. The
man o the herding breed, German
Shepherd, was also a judge. He tried o
m:ch me out of my third place and he
got tourth. The judge said 1o him,
*You know better, You're in fourth
%lace and you know i.” It was funny.
specially since Sammy bitches are not
as popular as far as being Group plac-
ers. At least back then, that's the way it
was. Now it's different but back then,
bitches hardly placed at all in Groups.

How do you train puppies and at what
age do you usually fike to stare?

1 like to start when they are tiny.
Even eight to ten weeks of age, I start
them. [like to get them usegctn being

med and used to the eollar and
ead. Ialways start them on a litde col-
lar and let them drag it around and
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then follow them. It's just great if you
can start them early getting used to the
collar and used to the grooming. And
used to having their mouths looked at,
open their mouths. This is a big thing,
In fact, what [ usually do with licters of
puppies, when they start getting their
weth, | take a littdle human baby tooth-
brush and brush their teeth. y get
used to that and they don’t mind it
then. By the time they are three
months old, they could care less about
anybody handling their mouth because
they are used to it. They like it because
[ usually put a litde waler in it and they
think that’s prewy good. If you start
them off early, they're used to it. Most
of my puppies | let go about ten to
twelve weeks of age and they are used
to having the collar and If:acr on by the
time they leave. I think it's the best
thing you can do for them and for the
owners, too. Give them instructions
about it, even the pet owners, so they
know they can be on a collar and lead.
That's important.

mm like to encourage altendance at
v and (rainig dasses?

Oh, yes. That's the best for the
dogs and the people. You're going to
training classes, going to your fun
matches and with newcomers, this is
how you get them started. It's the best
thing in the world. It's good for the
dog, wo. It's where you practice with
them and if you are making mistakes,
you know how o correct them. For
obedience and conformadon both,
that's the place to do it, at these fun
matches and in classes. It gets the dog
socialized. The earlier the beuer.

You have dome a lot of obedience tratning
with your e dogs?

Oh, yes. 1enjoy doing obedience
training. 1 think it’s good for the dogs
and it helps you overall as far as being
in conformation. You really have con-
trol of your dogs. It's beuer for around
the house, too. For people that have
families, too, if you have a dog that is
going to obey, it will be much easier w
live with. Iam pleased with obedience.

Do you think that if you teach them obe-
dienice before conformation you will have a
problem in the show ring?

No, | don't. I have not found that.
I've done both at the same time and 1
haven't had any problems. If you are
taking obedience with conformation,
when you get them in the show ring
then they know the commands and
they know when to stay and will stay
there. You have good control and they
know the difference between when you
are going to go fast or slow. You can
adjust your speed as far as gaiting the
dog, too. It's much easier. It is better
for the examination of the dog, wo.

Ch. Shesrnustar of Wynterkiond, “Willie.”

You put them on the stand and tell
them to stay and when the judge goes
over them, they won't object.

Have most of your conformation champi-
ons alw had obedince titles?

Not all of them had obedience tides
but they had basic obedience. I thought
that was lows of fun. Tyna was one
who said, “I will do it once but don’t
ask me to repeat it.” She was real sharp
in obedience but you did the run-
through once and that's it. When we
lived in New Jersey, | made the mistake
of thinking, “Well, I'll run it through™ -
this is tomght's graduation for basic
obedience for your beginners. 1 said,
“0.K., Tyna, let's see how good you
do." 1 worked her out in the yard. We
went to class that night and they
brought in a regular obedience judge to
judge the class for graduation. Tyna
was first to run through and I said,
“Tyna, heel,” and I'm heeling. The
judge said, “Forward,” and I went for-
ward. He said, “Halt. Would you like
to look around and see where your dog
is?" There she was back there with this
Sammy smile on her face: “l1 did this
earlier and I'm not doing itagain.” She
was alreacy a champion, too. She
knew stand and stay, but forgetie 1
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put her on the stand for the examina-
tion and she sat right back down again.
The only thing she did ri%h: that might
was her sits and downs. [ took her to
the fun matches and never ran through
it. I'would just take her in and she'd be
perfect and get real high scores. [enjoy
doing obedience with them and 1 think

it helps.

E’mr vou ever done any tracking?

No, [ would like to have tried. 1
never got into thar This breed of dog
would be good at that. [ know some
that are and they are very, very good at
tracking and they are excellent in herd-
ing.

8 Is there any kind of competition al fun
get-togethers wéfr they do herding or any-
thing with Sammies?

They do have some herding but
they are in with other breeds. There
are some, even in our local club, that
are C\ui[f.‘ active in herding and even in
weight-pulling. They are very good at
weight-pulling.

Do you feel the Samoyed is more intelli-
Eriﬂ! than other herding dogs or other Arclic

o?
¥ I think they are very, very intelli-
gent. [ put them on a level with all the
rest of them. They're very intelligen, 1
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The Samoped Ouarterly

John Helinski photographing pups at Wynterklond Kennels.

find, in knowing people. They can
sense things ahgu;chsi:)ple lji‘:l}r we don’t
know. A man wanted a puppy from
Ch. Shesrnustar of Wynterkloud's livter
and she wouldn't let him anywhere
near to look at any of her puppies. She
stood between him and those babies of
hers and said, “No.” So [ said, “I'm
sorry, but you can’t have one of my
puppies.” He looked at me and said,
want one.” Well, [ didn’t sell him a

uppy. She knew something [ didn't
Exmw. It mmed out he got one from
somebody else and within six months
that puppy was back and it had been
abused. Willie knew about it and sad,
“There's no way you are going to get
one of my puppies.”

There was a litter of Tyna's and |
made a misiake. She didn't like this
person - this was before the doctor -
and [ said, “Oh, Tyna, you don't know
what you are talking about.” 1let the
puppy go and two months later [ got a
call and it was a neighbor to this
woman, she was a German Shepherd
breeder, and told me what was going
on. She said the puppy didn't get fed
unless she fed 1. She would go across
when the owner went off to work to
feed the puppy. The puppy did not get
the rest of her shots and she said the

poor dog half the dme didn't even have
any water. I wentand got that puppy
back. Isaid, “You are not getting your
money back for what you've done.”
She was in vitamin deficiency and
everything else. [t ook a while to get
her back on her feet. 1 remembered
Tyna when she said, “No, [ don't want
that puppy to go to her.,”" After I finally
got her back to good health, the woman
that bought her then ook her and that
dog lived to be two weeks shy of seven-
teen years of age because she then had
[lroper care. She showed her later, too.
but it ook a while. It took a good year
for her to get back into good health.
So, yes, watch your dogs and wartch the
people that you sell them to. The dogs
are smarter than we are when it comes
to knowing people. They really do
know, If they don't like the people,
then they don’t get them. They are
very intelligent, too smart.

Do you feel that a dog should be taken
everywhere off lead if they are obedience
tramed?

No, [ sall think they need a lead.
You just never know. A situation could
arise and you would regret not having
them on a lead. Something could hap-

pen.
Can shy puppies and shy dogs be correct-
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ed wwith traintmg?

I don't know. I've never had one
that was really shy that could be trained
not to be shy.

Is there any specific advice that you could
give to owmers who wounld like by hiandle their
otwn dogs?

I think you need classes. You are
training to know how and what to do.
Go to fun matches. Thart's where you
are going to learn to handle your own
dog. |think there is a camaraderie
between you and your dog, a certain
rapport between LK: two of you, so that
you can get more out of him than the
handler would. I firmly believe that,
but get the practice, work with them,
You can go all the way if you want o
and it's fun. You have the fun of say-
ing, “This is my dog, I've got the best
dog in the ring.” and you are going 1o
show it. Youimm' how o bring out
the best in your puppy and you ﬁ-:-am
this from going to classes. Learn your
puppy's faults as well as his good
ponts. Know what to bring out. If the
dog has beanoful movement, that's the
thing you are going to bring out,
Maybe the color is a litde off or maybe
it's a liver nose — that's part of your
breed but some of the judges don’t
always take that into consideration -
but there's a rapport between the owner
and that dog that you can't get with-a
handler. You can do your own win-
ning. The dogcandoit. [f you have a
good dog, you can get out there and
show it Learn, practice and that's what
couts,

Choose what afyplies to your partionlar
breed, such as weight-fulling, herding, sled-
ding, and explain how your breed fits mto
thase things.

I think they like w get involved
with things they were originally bred to
do. They are very good at hunting,
too. | had one who would catch birds,
She wouldn't kill them but she would
bring them to me, The Sammy enjoys
a challenge. They are capable of doing
the hunting. They are capable of herd-
ing. They can haul. It's part of the
breed and they're forgeting this. They
are not just liule wimpy things sitting
around to look pretty. They like to
work. I think they are a very versatile
dog, myself.

T be continned ...




