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Samoyed people

The Samoyed Quarerly
Talks with
Judy Bennent
HOMELAND
Wehster, Texas

This ffervaene was conaiected af
the homie of Fudy Bennelt i Augint
2002 fﬁ' Saonera Miller.

Hou.alid you get started i dogs?

Back when we were little
more than newlyweds, w pick
up extra money my husband
Dean threw a large [!LtiJcl‘ ronte.
[ was in charge of doing the
bnoks and collections, and there
were people you had to collect
from directly, so we had to go
out collecting. 1 went to one
lady’s door. and when she
opened her sereen doar, this lit
tle white ball of fur came rolling
out. T chased the pup down for
her and brought her back: the
!.!ug was about ci.ghl or ten
weeks old. 1 had always had
dogs when | was growing up,
but they were always mixed
breeds. 1 could not understand
why anybody would consider
paving for a dog when there
were so many around for free.
But I saw this. puppy. and 1 fell
i love, 1 said to my hushand,
“Oh, honey, look, she has white
evelashes!” That was the end.
We went over and bought her
sister a day or two later. She

_]’ma}' amd "Sara.”

was purely a pet. Someone had
a Samoyed, so they bred it o
someone else’s Samoyed. The
parents. were out of town, actu
ally, and the kids were saying,
“Chinook 15 10 season, 5o we
had beter get her bred.” They
went out and found semebody
else with-a Samoyed and bred
her while their parents were out
of town! That was the best
socialized litter i the history of
the universe!

Nanook was our first
Sammy; she lived to be filteen.
She had severe grade-five dys-
plasia, bur it never held her
back, Dean put a CD on her.
She was a wonderful hittle lady
and a great dog for a lot of
vears, but she was very clearly
Dean’s dog. He and Nanook
really bonded; it was lawve at
first sight. 1 was the one whicx
wanted the dog! We lived in
Idaho Falls, Idaho for one year
in the mid-"70s, and 1t torned
out that Mable Dyer lived on
the owskirts of Idaho Falls. 1
went to her house, met her and
talked with her: We took Nook
out there: we thought Nook was
the mast beautiful dog that ever
roamed the earth.  Mable said,
“0Oh, whit a beautilful rail!”
(laughter] That is the famous
line many breeders use, II they
can't find anything nice to say
about a dog, they will say they
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have a beawtful wil, It is kind
af a litle joke.

We reserved a puppy from
a liver, and that was Ginger of
Caribou, Ginger was never a
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really healthy dog; she had a lot
of skin problems, Tlear ned a lot
about skin problems very sarly
on. We never bred Ginger or
Nook, We went 10 a skin spe-




cialist, and did the antigen shats,
and everything like that, Out of
desperation, | discovered my
magic cure, phenolated calamine
lation with antihistamines,
which I menuoned in the
Ward’s book, [t s wonderful
stull and is worth all the veteri-
narian cures in the world, You
don't have 1o use prednisone or
any of the sterpids, [ always oy
to stay away from that, although
later i life we had to resort to
steroids. We went many years
without using those, though,
very suceessfully.

Our third dog was a dog |
ot from a well-known lady.

{15 name was Bear, but [ won't
mention lug entire name.  Bear
was a lot of hair. | had takena
handling class, and I heard &
handler say, “Well, if you can
get @ Sammy with a good rear,
you can win. All you have o
have isa good rear.” At that
point in my life, I thought a
good Tear meant no cowhocks.
I didn’t know anything about
angulation or suucture or what
have you. Bear’s breeder wrote
arucles in a major magazine;
and [ thought she sounded
great, [ thoughe il 1 could get a
great dog from anvbody, it
would be this lady because she
sounded soowise, She said all
the nght things! She had sold
Bear dog to a couple and they
had put a point on him. Now
they couldn’t keep him and
needed to sell him. | was very
impressed with the fact that he
had one championship point,
5o | bought him from her,
After showing him for about a
vear and a hall or two vears, [
learned a lot about handling. [
had ta learn a lot about covering
up faulis. Not that Tam a great
handler, but Bear was some-
thing. Bear was a sweet dog,
but I did uldmately place him in
a home. That is probably the
only dog 1 ever placed as an
adult, or after receiving it from
somebody else, When they
come: here, they come here for-
ever, They are here untl the
day they die. If somebody
comes who has bad hips, oh,
well, there is another one. We
love them just as much. We
enjoy them.

’ My next dog came from
Stephanie Kroell, She had dogs
mitially from Lynette Blue of
Polar Mist Samayeds.
Stephanie’s kennel name was
Timberline, and she had a bitch
named Ch. Polar Mist's Ain't
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AmiMexs/ PR/SA It Ch. Homeland's Sunm Side Up, “Drassy.”

She Somethin’, call name Misty.
Misty was a liersister o Ch.
Polar Mist Pepsi Cola, who was
Ch: Polar Mist Dr. Pepper’s
mother. Peppers was a very
well-known dog in the breed,
later owned and handled by

:
John Ronald. 1 bought my Ch.
Timberlines Sugarbear from
Stephanie from a hieeer by Ch,
Kohoutek of Polar Mist CDX
and Misty, Sugarbear has to be
the love of my life. Sheé was fun
to show, she was always a sweet
dog. She took her majors pretty
quickly. although other people
put her majors on her, Then |
put her single points on. With
my handling, the smgle points
ook forever: 1 learned so
much! Chrs Middleton showed
her some for me. and Beuy
Chamberlian showed her some
for me. We really enjoyed her;
she was-a beauriful, licde square
bitch. She was beautiful to look
at, and she made such a great
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Einurc, She was a4 nice-moving
itch. Then when vou gor a lit
tle closer, she had a lictle smipey
muzzle, but vou couldn’t tell
untl you got an top of her. |
remember one time she was
showing under Bob Page with
Bewv, and she was looking gor-
geous:  She could stack hke
nobody’s business. He kept
wilking up w her as il he was
thinking, “What a preuy bitch,”
but then when he got close
enough and saw that muzzle,
was like, “Noy forger it!” (laugh-
ter} She did very well. though.
John Ronald showed her vears
ago; hie had her littersister,
Sparkle: That was Ch, Timber-
ling Sparkling Kavia. We
always had a good time with
them.

The third pup in thae liter
who went on w greater things
was Ch. Timberlines Lord
Tikal. He produced some very
nice get,  Bewy Chamberlain's
Ch, Shadow Wood's 515" Boom-
Bah and Sue Dye's Lotsa Dots
came down from Tikal.

[ bred Sugarbear the firse
time to Lyntheas Star Studded
Knight, and she had three pup-
pies. Of the three puppies, [ did
place one in a pet home, I kept
one, and the boy [ placed with
family friends, and 1 showed
him for them. He did very well,
His name was Ch, Homeland's
Ongimal Recipe, and we called
him The Colenel. Beuy Cham-
berlain finished him, and he was
a very nice boy, When our
friends moved, they could no
longer keep him and I placed
him with a family in Pennsylva-
nia. He did very well. Betty
showed him when he won a
Group and some nice place-
ments. He was a happy dog for
the rest of his days.

I ended up selling his sister,
Daisy. and then getting her
back. I regretted the day I ever
sold her, and 1 was so thrilled
when T got her back. 1 really
enjoyed showing Daisy. 1 took
Daisy to Mexico, showed her
internationally and wok her o
Puerto Rico, too. We had such
a wonderful time; the interna-

nonal shows are a lot of fun, OF

course, at the tme I could have
specialed her, that was the ume
that Quicksilver's Raze MaTuazz
was out and winning really big.
He was a wonderful dog, one of
the most beauntiful dogs ever.
That was Chris and Danny
Middleton’s dog. The most
beautiful thing about Tazz was
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that he was one of the greatest
showmen [ have ever seen.
When he was showing: when he
was “on,” he was really ON, 1
consider that ane of the high
oints of watching him show,
l:’nu just got drawn into watch-
ing him do his thing. 1 like a
dog that is animated; [ like a
dog that shows some persanali-
ty, even il they are acting up.
They have a personality! };F
they stand there like o statue
and just breathe. they never
twitch or ask for-a cookie or
anvthing, I am thinking the do
has'gone o sleep.  (laughuer)
like to look in those eves and
see some wheels turning, He
was always very on and a beau-
tiful dog. He was lovely 10
show and great o watch, He
was a show all on his own! It
would have been worthless to
get Daisy out during that peri-
od: Her name was Ch, Home-
land’s Sunni Side Up. 1t was
useless to show her then,
becatse it would be hike entering
Best of Opposite Sex class. 1f
you are familiar with how that
class works, you enter a hitch
and nine times put of ten, the
biteh is going 1o take Best of
OFP(:-}'-iH: Sex. Anvway, tha is
why [ didn't special Daisy, but 1
did take her to Mexico and
Puerto Rico and did quite well
with her. That was a lot of fun.

v there one fitter theet staneds ont
as bemg your best?

That was probably my fiest
ane; it has been downhill from
therel (laughter) I have had
some nice pups. For her second
breeding, Sugar was bred 1o Ch.
Ieewny's lee Breaker. Lyneue
could breed to Breaker and get
cxcellent hips right and lefi. 1
would breed to him, and we
always had bad hips. The coni-
bination with what | had with
Breaker always produced poor
hips. What 1 didn’t know was
that there is a lot of tek-borne
disease in dogs. The primary
ones are Lyme and Ehrlichia
and there is more than one tvpe
of Ehrhichia. There is Ehrlichia
ristici, which is also known as
Potomac Valley horse fever. Of
course, my dog did come from
the Potomac area, and probably
every di.g in the Potomac Val-
ley has Ehrlichia ristici.  Also
there 18 Babesia, which is a
blood parasite. When [ sent
Sugarbear o Arkansas for
breeding, I had no idea the tick
problem there was so bad. 1
wasn't even aware of tick-borne

disease. The second time, 1
took her up there, and [ staved
overnight, I now have Lyme
disease. Also. anether dog that
T took up there — there were
three ‘dogs that went to
Arkansas, and all of us have had
problems since then. Now
when I ook back on it; and 1 see
the symptoms, 1 know what was
SO oI,

Sugarbear's first liver was s0
gréat;: [ bred her to a JC son.
Lynthea's JC. Back in those
days, you went two places o
improve your fronts. You either
went to Ch. Lvnthea’s JC or
vou went to Breaker. The first
litter was-a JC son. [ would
have liked to have bred o JC,
but he was 22 inches and 1
didn’t want to get oo small. |
was afraid of going oo tll, so 1
went Lo one of his sons who was
larger, and [ did very well on
that litter. Wenderful muscle
tone! The dogs were born with
wonderful muscle tone. The
puppics just came out with great
musche tone lor their whole
lives.

The second litter 1 went to
Breaker and had so many hip
problems with that litter. 1
thought it was just a bad combi-
mation so D went back: with a dif
ferent bitch and had seven pup-
pies.. Of the seven pups, T had
three pulmonic stenasis pups,
You are geting the dirt here;
vou are getting the things breed-
ers will never tell. 1 had three
pulmonic stenosis, one irregular
heart rhythm pattern, one clefi
palate, and one undescended
testicle.  There was one puppy
in the enure licer who was clear
of everything. 1 had a gentle-
mian a wonderful home, place o
puppy back in my arms as he
was sobbing. In three days, he
had gotten so auached to the
puppy. 1 require my puppy
buyers o go o the vet immedi-
ately, and this puppy had a very
severe heart murmur. That was
one of the pulmonic stenosis
puppies: | decided I couldn’t do
this; 1 could not breed puppies.
I didn’t know what it was: we
could find no cause. My ver at
the time was also an Elkhound
breeder. She said, “You know,
this.1s too much, This is notan
anomaly; there is something
going on here,” T old her there
was a crop spraver in a rice field
across the street about the tme
that Sugarbear was pregnant,
He was lying over the house.
Stephanie Kroell was sunbathing
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in a bikini on my deck, so he
was [lving low across my hack-
yard. Steplanie was enjoying
every nunute of it, vou know, as
she sunbathed on my deck. |
will bet vou some of that chemi-
cal got to the dogs. The vet said
it was certamly possible, but she
suspected 1 was of a viral
nature, These were propheue
words! This was my third liteer,
and the second one that had
been to Arkansas,

A lot of things that we see
happening, tick discase is behind
the problem including many of
the eye problems and so forth.
Lyme in particular is very hard
on the twelve cranial nerves:
You ger many eye problems:
Right now, I have a pup with
Ehrlichia. We are seeing a great
deal of Ehrlichia dogs. 1 had
this pup at the eve specialist two
weeks apo! I came home from
an out-ol-town business trip.
and she had an ulcer on both
eyeballs, I looked at that and
panicked, and immediately
rushed her inte a specialist. It is
something called episcleritis,
which vou see a lot in dogs with
Ehrlichia. Now [ know when 1
gel a pu.i:?)}f on these premises,
the very hrst place I head is to
my vet for testing. She had
Babesia and she had Ehrlichia.
That was what happened with
my Sara and we have that
cleared up now, but we are still
taking our medicine.

These trips to Arkansas
were very expensive, because 1
decided I couldn’t continue to
breed and have puppies that
were anything but healthy. |
wanted puppies that could hve a
long, promising life in their new
homes, I couldn't do it. Not
knowing what this was, 1 decid-
ed 1o let everything that 1 had
die off, and start from serawch.
You understand, I loved that
line. Sugarbear was a littersister
to Ch. Timberline's Lord Tikal.
He has sired many fine dogs,
and a lot of dogs that Bewy
Chamberlain showed. Sue Dve
showed a bitch that goes back to
Tikal named Ch. Nerak's
Shake-Em-Up Tiffany. They
call her Tangee. I put her up
for the points at a specialty, and
three people ringside were try-
ing to buy her. She was gor-
geaus. T loved that line,

[jlldg(‘.' by the standard, no
quesuon. But for me and for
my home, what I love is that

square, tight body that is athletic

and prety and feisty. 1 ke 1o
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see the wheels twrnmg behind
those eves. That line had a lot
of that. Sinee then, I have seen
50 many great lines emerge in
the last ten vears, It is very
rewarding o see that. It is like a
kid in a candy store when you
walk in the ring and look
around, and you get a big grin
on your face. You just feel real-
ly guad about where the breed
has gone. It is a nice thing 1o
sSee,
_ Speaking of judging. some-
times 1 will have a dog in the
ring and they will go down and
back, then when [ ask them wo
do it again, most of the time
people will think there is some-
thing wrong. “Oh my good-
ness, she sees something
wrong,” that sort of thinking. A
lot of times T am thinking, ““That
is gorgeous; I just have o see
that again!™ (lavghter] 1
learned a great deal about move-
ment and structure. | atended
Rachel Page Elliott seminars,
and I have known and cultivat-
ed many people in the breed
who were very knowledgeable:
It's like when you build a house,
if vou don’t build on a strang
foundation, with a strong frame-
work, it will not stand. Il vou
have a great foundation. then
you hang on the gingerbread,
with the shutters and curlicues,
and you paint it the color you
want. I feel the same way about
dogs, These are working dogs.
and they should sull be able o
do that work, The breed stan-
dard just shouts stamina,
strength and structure, as well as
beauty. These are working
dogs, and they should be able 0
cover ground with a smooth,
ground-covering gait delivered
with an economy of motion.
That is very important. The
less energy they can expend
doing the job, the longer they
can last and the more valuable
they are, The fact that they are
just an-absolute teat to live with
doesn't hurt anything at all

Hezo would you rate type, tem-

Jrerament, and sowndness, m oorder of

wfrar teatiie ?

Twpe is a very ambiguous
term. Maost people think that
type means do they have big
ears, little ears; a short muzzle. a
long mueze, or what? Da they
have a bear head, or do they
have a woll head? What kind
of body do they have, how
much coat do they have? These
great big balloon things. with all
of this coat - that o me isn't
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necessarily type. Our standard
allows for a range of appearance

and individuality in the breed,

yet it also calls: for a:certain type
of dog, one that can do what he
was bred to do. If a dog cannot
move properly, if they don't
have the ‘strength, stamina and
structure to deliver the job and
the waork: they were bred 10 do.
then they are automatically out
of type. Hang it upl It doesn’t
matter how much coat they
have, it doesn’t mater sbout
anything else. It matters if they
can do the job. Coat is very
important; coat is something

prewy, but 1 have ta have the
things that make the dog a
samoyved. It has to look like a
Sammy. and it has to be able to
work like a Sammy.

[ learned something very
interesting when [ was visiting
with my friend Carol Chittum
in the Seaule area. All these
years, we thought that the
Samoved was extnct in Russia
and it Siberia. We have joyful-
Iy found out now that is not the
case. Carol brought back a
videotape of a French documen-
tary she acquired ona recent
visit to France. She travels there

Ch. Tonberline's Katy Homelayd,

that if' they don't have the prap-
er coat, or texture; they can'’t do
the job, either,

There are things relaung o
tvpe that are considered tier one
and ter two, Thier one contains
those elements which are neces-
sary to make them capable
enough to do the job they were
bred for and stll survive, 1f vou
don't have ears that will fold
back, they will freeze, 1F you
don't have the proper coat tex-
ture, they freeze. If they don't
have the structure to withstand
the elements and be able to do
the job, they frecze or they
become dinner.. Type and siruc-
ture are hand-in-hand. 1 can for-

give a lot of things; | can forgive

i head that maybe isn't quite as

frequently because she is a Fran-
cophile and she mught French
for many vears. She brought
back this French documentary,
and in it, there were working
Samoyeds. They were there
doing a job. We have always
thought of the Sammy as a drafi
dog;, yet they are herding dogs,
too. It is rather like they are
ambidextrous or something.
{laughter) They can indeed be
both. In this documentary, the
Samoved people were nomadic,
had herds of reindeer, and they
had to keep moving 1o new
areas so that the reindeer would
have forage. They would take a
couple of the veindecr, cut their
antlers off, and put them in
drafi. They would then use the
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dogs to herd the reindeer, not 1o
puﬁ the sledge. They were used
for sledge work, but very rarcly,
Muost of the time they were used
as herding dogs for the reindeer,
and the reindeer pulled the
sledges. That was the most
dynamic and interesting piece of
film work 1 have éver seen,
Since then. there has been
another documentary on TV
that also had a Samoved. Thar
was also a working Samoved.
This was on the Discovery
Channel, and it was about the
Woelly Mammoth., There was
a Samoved in it, and it was just
= your chin hats vour chest like,
“Oh, my gosh, they sdll exist!”
Another interesting thing
was when vou asked about the
importance: of temperament,
The Samoyeds lived in the huts
with the people. They were an
“extra blanket,” and three dog
mights were hellacious! {laugh-
ter] There was one family of
nomads in that French docu-
mentary, a young woman had
gone into town and became
pregnant,  She was apparently
not married and she had 16
return to her family to have her
baby, Everybody was gone that
day, out working the reindeer or
huneng, and she was lelt in the
hue with the baby. There was a
Samoyed there, and the baby
was sitting up near the table.
She was being fed. and here was
this Sammy, licking the cheeks
of the baby and cleaning up all
the droppings. That is where
that temperament came from; it
is just there. It makes them
partners, it makes them more
than just urilities. It makes them
companions and family. Tt
makes them people! Dogs are
same of the best people | know.
We are really blessed with a
wonderful breed. This i an
incredible breed; they have so
many lacets. They have so
much that they give us every
day. Most of it 1s just as family
pets. [ love w show, and 1 love
shows, but their real value isin
daily companionship. That is
why I don't send back degs that
have bad hips or Lyme discase.
Trendy, Polar Mist Homeland
Trendsetter, is a dog who, when
I #ot her, had Lyme and
Babesia. That is how 1 [ound
out that I had Lyme:. My veteri-
narian quite literally saved my
life. I nearly lost my vision; I
almost lost my sight. Thank
goodness, she sent me packing
off to my doctor. 1 was able o




regain some health, so it was a
great thing,

I there one dog that stands out
ets betng your biggest chaviter?

That was Ch. Timberline's
Kary Homeland. Katy was like
Scarlett O'Hara, Katy was
never into discomfort. She had
a definite personality. She slept
with me-every night; she éxpect-
ed to sleep in a soft bed. With
50 many dogs, it is too hot on
the bed. They don’t like to
sleep in the bed because it is wo
hot up there, They want to
sleepron the floor, If you wrned
over in the middle of the night
and your head left the pillow,
when it found the pillow again,
there was that dog between you
and the pillow. Lam serious! It
happened that quick.

k hen we would show, [
found 1t was much beéuer not to
bait her. I don't meéan that 1
didn't use bait, I just didn't hold
it in fromt of her face, I left it in
my pocket and ignored her. |
would look anywhere but at
her, and she would be staring a
hole through me. After a while,
she would reach forward with
her little scissor bite, and she
would nip me on the thigh. I
was like being pinched with pli-
ers Or sunu_th[m; She was like,

*Are you going to give me a
cookie NOW?" She learned
very early on that she could sing
for us ringside, and the only
way o shut her up was w give
her a cookie. This dog would
ger applause in the classes!  She
was just the funniest thing.  She
wits a great little mover. She
was a daughter of Ch. Timber-
line’s Lord Tikal, out of Tracy,
Karon's Traces of Timberline.

Tracy was a beautiful bitch
oo, and Katy was out of them,
50 she was my Sugarbear’s
niece, She was a liude sinker.
There was one time when I was
showing her to ].D. Jones. He
loves-a showing dog who can
move and really put on a show,
Jim Young from Nacogdoches
was in [ront of me with his
bitch: He made a big thing of
baiting his dog; he would pull
his Jackci back and show that
bait. We were right behind
him, and Kary got locked in on
him, like “Oah, HE has a cook-
ic!” I thought, “I'm no fool; 1
am going to stand back out of
the way.” ]I Jones was going
to put her up. he locked over
and saw that, and he knew
exactly what was going on. He
moved ws to the front, he had

Just was,
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this look on los Tace like, "That
lictle stinker!” And she was, she
was Just & very selfcentered ht-
tie cutie. She was very much
into herself. (laughter] She
played evervbody for every
thing she could get out of them.

Years ago, Dave and Con-
ni¢ Richardson had a hitch
named Kondako's Anvbody’s
Girl. T always loved that name,
I loved Dave and Connie's
sense of humor, That was
Katy; she was anvbody’s girl,
“Have cookie? Will ravel!”
Katy was fun. She was very
much a character,

Howo didd you come wfe with your
Kennel name?

It came to me m a dream. |
have dreams sometimes, and it
] I wanted something
that suggested values and old-
fashioned ways of doing things,
Something that suggested hon-
esty and consideration, as well
as cthics and marals. These
things ar¢ not old-fashioned at
all, really, The original logo
that 1 have i1s “Where old-fash-
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toned values are sull i;m]Jurtalﬂ.“
That was kind of the genesiscof
the name.. You should choose a
short kennel name, whatever
you do. When you have some-
one that you breed with a lo,
like Timberline or Polar Mise,
and you ry o add Homeland
to it, that really leaves you a
limitation on what vou can
name a dog. If I had it to do
over again, I might choose
something a little: different, but
that was the thought behind that
namie.

Have you named your litters
accarding to any scheme or theme?

No. not at all. T just name
them whatever 1 happen to like,
My Breaker licter, T had one
puppy out of the liter 1 called
Nacha. 1 had a Ch, Home-
land’s Bean Breaker, meamng
beautful Breaker, I had one
puppy that was Homeland's El
Nino Nevado, 1 do like Spanish
names. 1 just hked the name
Nacho, because he always want-
ed the nacho chips. I retty
much name them for thewr per-
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sonalities. Daisy was always
such a happy gil, and Colone
was such an imposing presence.
He always had such a com-
manding presence; the dog was
built like the proverbial brick
outhouse. He was just solid.
He had a presence; so I named
him The Colonel. It was Origi-
nal Recipe because it was the
first Heter and the first puppy 1o
firush.

The second litter, out of
Breaker, the puppy [ sold as a
pet was the first ane in the litter
to finish. ‘Sheila and Walter
Herman in New Orleans owned
him. That was Ch: Homeland's
Southern Blizeard, The dog did
quite well, takimg Group place-
ments and everything else. 1
sold him as a pet] But isn't that
nice? I would always rather
hear a puppy twned out bewer
than 1 thought than worse.

That was their first show dog,

and they have done quite well
since then.
Tovbe conttinmed ...



