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The Samoved Quareerly
Talks with
Rafael Garcia Parrondo and
Carmen Navirro Guisado
DE VILLAODON KENNEL
Madnd, Spam

This inferiden, franidated from
.Slf.u.rrjin.l'li. aws eomefucted i Charlotte,
North Caraline tn October 2000 by
Dean Flettes.

How fong have you been
irvolyed i the Samayed breed?

Rafa: Approximately eigh
teen years:

Rafa, hume diel you get started?

Rafa: When T was wwelve
vears old, my father had raken
me on a trip o the mountains,
While there [ saw a beautiful
white dog, which 1 was told was
called a Samoyed, [ told my
father that someday T would
buy a Samoyed, As a teenager,
[ dreamed of owning such a
dog, and | read everything

~about the breed which 1 could
get my hands on.

Carmen, how did get inoolved
with dozs?

Carmen: My start was if-
ferent. Rafa's family always had
dogs as housepets: living with
them. sleeping on the sola, etc,
But in my family, the only dogs
we had were dogs used for hunt-
mg. They were not housepets;
so | was not particularly mterest-
ed in dogs.

Then 1 had a bad experi-
ence, during my téen years,
when seme friends tred to scare
me by making me believe tha
their dog was going to attack
me. 1 began running and cut
my foot pretry badly on a piece
ul glass, resulting in surgery.
From that experience, I devel-
aped a lear of dogs. Tt was not
until T met and married Rafa
that [ overcame this fear, and
began to see the wonderful joy
and the beauty of the Samoyed
breed.

Rafa, how did you get Carmen
mberested i Sapoyeds?

Rafa; When I married Car
men. I quickly began to teach
her evervthing I had learned
about the breed, and she
became as enthusiastic as [ was.
Like most people, we eventually
purchased a female Samayed,
unaware that she was only pet

quality. And. again like most
newecomers. we decided to
breed her. We found a stud
deg, and from that liter we kept
a puppy bitch, thinking we
might eventually show her. In
the meantime. we also began
looking for a male, and visited
various breeders of show dogs,
It was-av this time that we began
to understand the difference
between a pet and a’ show dog,

Did you keefr and show any of
thiie: first dogs?

Rafa: No; they lived omt
their lives to about eleven years
with us, hue we finally realized
that they were not show dogs,
so they did not figure o our
eventual breeding program.
QOur real invelvement began
with o stroke of good luck,
thanks to some friends,

Wihen did you finally get mto
thaesgng?

Rafa: First we began attend-
ing various expositions (dog
shows) in Spain, including the
1983 World Show, which was
held in our hometown of
Madrid. We wied to learn all
we could about the sport, and
how one can become successiul
in such competition,

Wiich was your foundation
bitech ?

Rafa: She was a
British-bired Sammy. White-Ball
al Swardle, onginally owned by
an American Marine stationed
at the U.5. base in Torrejon,
Spain. He gave her to some
Spanish friends who, in m,
save her w us, We bred her o
a male who had become Sp. Che
EFAl's Elegant Prince Charly, a
dog sold by American breeder
Elsiec Buhaley to breeders in
Spain, who [imshed him, We
finished two champions from
that breeding.

A lf:l!hm,rffrmh'ﬁ' oo ey Titters
fidive you fired?

Rafa: Probably about 30 or
so Samoved litters.

Is there one Fitter which you con-
stefer your best?

Rafa: Our best litter was
i:rolmi:ly our-second one, borm
around 1990, That was the
breeding we just spoke of: the
Swardle bitch to the American
dog. From that litter, we fin-
ished two males: Multi BIS
BISS Sp/Port/Int Ch. Bogart de

Summer 2001

Villaoddn and BISS Sp/Gibnint
Ch. Blanco-Lobo de Villaodon,
Since that time we have pro-
duced other liters from which
four, even five, of the offspring
finished their championships.
But I consider the 1990 lircer
our best, because “Bogar”
today 15 behind most af the
pedigrees of the Villaoddn show
dogs, as well as many other
Eil:impiun Samoyeds in Spain,
ather parts of Europe, North
and South America,

Carmen: | agree. Ch. Bog:
art lived to ten vears of age! he
died in December 19949, Bur he
lefi a verv positive legaey on the
Villaoddn Samoveds o this day.

Rala: Another successful
early litker for us was from a
bitch, Zinka de Garcibrava,
whom we purchased from a
breeder in Spaim.  She produced
Sp. Ch. de Villaoddn Jake-Matte
and Sp. Ch. Oso-Blaneo de Vil
laaddn in the carly 1990s,

D you ki B sy chatmigis-
s yont v breel 2

Rafa: At this ume, probably
about 100, mostly in Spain, but
also dogs who have gamned their
championships in Portugal,
Peru, Venczuela, Canada,
Uruguay, Brazl, France, Ialy,
and Gibraltar, A votal of nine-
teen of our dogs have won Best
in Show in different countries,

Which dog of your dreeding do

yote constder your best ths far?

IWhaeh fis dbome the wast winnmg?

Rafa: ‘Easily, that was Ch.
Bogart. a Best in Show and Best
in Specialty Show winner and a
top producer,

How did you select your Fewrnel
nime, Villaodan, aned wohal does o
mean?

Rafa: The name *Vil-
laoddn™ is taken from the name
of the suburban city of Madrid
where we reside. The aciual
name of the city is Villaviciosa
de Odon. We shorened it to
Villaoddn which, in Fact, was
the name of this community in
the eighteenth century.

Whir or what hes most mfluenced

. el irpy
oty b rdmg_,hr@ﬂm.

I'wo American breed-

Rala:

ers have been of tremendous®

help and influence: Lynette
Hansen (Polar Mist) and
Mardee Ward-Fanning (Hoof
‘W Paws).
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Carmen: And. ol course,
Mardee's parents. Robervand
the late Dolly Ward., Their
books and articles are the hible
on Samoyeds as far as we are
concerned.  We have read and
reread their books many tmes.

Hmo many dogs do you presently
ke am yaner' fremise?

Rafa: Right now we have
twenty dogs at home, These
include fourteen Samoyeds, two
Sihertan Huskies, two Alaskan
Malamutes. and two American
Akitas (now officially known in
FCI countries as Great Japanese
Dogs). In addinon, we coown
about ten or twelve other dogs
with persons in other countries
such ns Venezuela, Portugal,
and Peru,

Do yon wase ey sysbeane e niemig
§LT |f.l:23’.f?

Rafa: From the hrst liner
we hegan the practice of naming
the dogs based an the leuers of
the alphabet, beginnmg with the
letter “A." In Spain, there is no
limit on the number of letters
you use in the dog's registered
name - the name can be as long
as you want, OF course. when
the dog's name appears in a cat
alog, a long name will be shon
ened]

Wieh .lrgﬂi'ﬁr tn Jlf!f'{fi.gi't'r‘n th
Spains, can one have confidence that
they dre acenrale?

Rafa: There may be some
pedigrees which have been falsi-
fied, but I think the great major-
ity of pedigrees in Spain are
honest and can be trusted for
accuracy in breeding,

When you began, how many
Seemoyeds were shen i the dypicad
shoner i Spain? Today?

Rafa: When we starwed,
there were very few Samoveds
entered in the shows, maybe
five o six at some of the bigger
shows, Today, especially at the
specialties. it is not unusual 10
have as many as 100 Samoveds

Facinght page:  Sp/Port/lut Ch,
Bogarl de Villaodin (Ch, Ef-AlY
Elezunt Frinee Charly x Wikte-Ball
of Swhirrdle), shownt witning BIS
wnder American specialist judge
Robert Ward al the National Spe-
r.'}u'.f;' . Madried, 1996, Hr‘rgrﬂf 1d
Multi BIS, BISS winner anel a to

'|'E.J' (A
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St Ch. Cio-Bilanew de Villaodin (Ch. Skardu's Rolls Royee x Zinkade Garabram),
a Multi BIS, BISS wriner, shown by Rafael Garaa,

in the conformation ring.

I':',Jﬁj:lf.lf] I'!tn’ yal l'l'l?fJ;'l;'.l'lr'f' mare
ol rfL';n". sotneltess, o fems
perament, and w what order?

Rafar As a breeder, I look
for type. but for the show ring 1
alsey want soundness and good

Lemperanent,

Carmen: All three, type.
soundness, and temperament
are equally important, As a
breeder, 1 would say that type is
more important than soundness.
Il'T had a dog ol great sound-

ness but lacking in type, 1 would
not want 1o consider the dog in
our breeding program:. On the
other hand, if a dog has grem
type but is shy or faulty in tem-
perament, there would be no
pomt in trying for a show career
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or using it inour breedimgs: All
three must go together.

f_.?.-."m.'r Mk that i 1 possible o
Srereomme H’_f\::'ﬂ'e'l.l PERELE OF EXCCLsTe
frmaclity tn Semoyeds?

Rafa: No, although proper
traimning can help a somewhar
shy dog.

Wik fandts are minst conomonly
sedtl i Sr.'J.'rlf'l':'f'.Ei i .5;!,\-4:}: e r!r’{r-.-f

Carmen: In Spain, there is
a problem that probably aces
back to the British influence,
The. problem is short legs: and
neck. even though the coats are
profuse. This'is a problem
throughout most of Europe,
hecause so much of the stock
originally came from the British
Isles.

I there .r.'ll;!fj"r'n?.'rr' Detsiieen e
.'h'rurrf.l_;'.".ri'u m fs'[a’rru'.r! anted these in
Brifam?

Rafa: In Europe today,
there are two groups of
Samoyed breeders. “Some. like
u%, have tried to combine the
best of the English and Ameri-
can dogs; while others have
opted to go with the English
type only: pretty heads and
long coats, even though they
can’t move properly. They
almost resemble long-coated
white Chows! Much of the
problem derives from the
English standard, which now
permits males o reach a maxi-
mum height of only 56 em -
which 18 below the height for
merly permitted (or that permit-
ted i the American and FCI
standards for the Samoyed).
When the standard was revised
to call for this lower height,
other parts of the body became
imbalanced. The scafmln
became straighter, as did the
rear angulation. The neck
shortened. and the body became
proporaecnatcly longer, all con-
uributing to a dog with a rather
stilted gait.

Tell me about e cofors irf
Seempoyeels your see in Enrope.

Rafa: Mast European
judges are accustomed to seeing
the all-white English dogs,
although the standard clearly
and equally alse allows’ for
white and biscut, all biseuit, ov
cream codors. We feel thata ht
te of the biscuit color is impor-
tant for creating the correct tex-
wre of the harsh outer coat. In
our experience, the pure white
caolor sometimes seems to go
hand in hand with a fner tex-
wire that 15 incorTect.

Do youe hawe i preferenee for one
elor aver others?
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._‘::,i:.-'"fm'.-"{f.'r'ﬂ'u' . Blaneo-Labo de Villaodsn (o Ch. H{L;pr}f .’:.l'umr'.'_l,
hinielf'a BIS, BISS swinner, )

Rafa: 1 don't have any pref
erence on colors as long as the
texture 15 also corvect,

In your bresdings, e you s
rJrﬂ'JJ'z‘rre'rj;:_, FJ'rJ.r.ﬁr':':_'.r-f'm‘l_{, or olelerass-
gt Etf.":rr'u Tefient you e cadh one.,

Rafa: We have used all
three. For practical reasons,
beginning years ago with a limit-
¢d breeding stock. we used
inbreeding of father to daughter,
and sometumes of mother o son
0 as not to lose the good points
we were trying to hold on o,
In the subsequent generations,
we would de a linebreeding or
even an outcross to bring in
new bloodlines that we felt
would complement what we
wire trying to achieve,

Hhere ..!':f.f_mr.r o _for your:out-
iy

Ralia: Sometmes to other
dogs i Spain, but also to dogs
wiee were familiar with, or had
seen, at shows in France or
ltaly. These were-not complete
Outcrosses, because in most
cases there were commaon ances:
tors at the third or fourth gener-
atisn. 5o, in reality, | gucss we
have not used complete out-
crossing m our breedings: most
ly Ji.llC1ll'{:L‘Eiil|g and some
mbireeding.

Do yow belteve that yoir hate
estabfished e distmetive Samived fne?
Hipi witiled veu desribe thas ook ?

Rafa: In Spain and in much
of Europe, the majority of
samoyveds have English blood-

lines, with their characteristic
profuse coats. We tried 1o
develop a distinctive type that
would keep the abundam coar,
but would equally consider the
proper texture: From Brivain,
we imported two bitches from
the Novaskaya and Karazoce
lines. And very importantly, we
purchased American dogs for
the moderately-long legs and
gracefully arched neck called for
i the standard. Thus, over the
vears we have developed a
Samoved that is basically 75
percent American and 25 per-
cent Enghsh bloodlines, creating
a look that is not all that com-
mon at most European shows,
but which we consider correct
and certainly our preference.

Carmen: When we began
our serious pursuit, we had this
tvpe in mind. Whether we have
achieved it. or are stll working
toward it, we hope that breed-
ers. exhibitors: and judges will
come to recognize the Villaoddn
lnok as one worthy of the stan-
dard.

[What i3 your long-teri goed weith
the VVillaveddn Samoyeds?

Rafa; Well, the only thing I
want 1s to be able to mamtain
the type of Samoyved we have
developed, with the kind of
head which [ think is ideal, and
to continue o help advance our
breed. We want (o keep pro-
ducing functional working dogs
with the picture of beauty called
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.Sﬂfﬁ}f Ch. Rua-Polar de Villaoddin [CF, fﬁ']l:_r.:z.".f de Villanden x

Ch. Sherdu s Xemanta), shoen by Carmen Navarra,

[or in the standard, and possess-
ing an mitelligent, adaptable,
friendly emperament,

Carmen: - We want to con
tinue producing good dogs,
hopefully bewer with each gen-
cration, Dogs with good ring
aptitude, and dogs that will con-
tinue to win championship titles
for their owners around the
world,

Desiribie the idenl conformation of
the Senoyed, )

Rala: The Samoved 152
medium-sized dog in  all
respects. with nothing extreme

* 25

in any of its parts. The head
should be broad. formimg an
equilateral triangle from the
base of the ears to the center of
the stop. The dog has what can
certainly be called a prewy head,
with the characteristic expres
siom which 15 a combination of
the eves, crect iriangular ears
slightly rounded at the tips, and
the shightly upward-curved cor
ners of the mouth creating the
well-known “Samoved smile.”
While gaiting ata trot, it should
exhibit good extension and
reach in the forequarters with



the front feet hitting the ground
at a point even with the nose.
There should be strang drive in
the hindguarters.

I you were to asiign pomits fram
ane to 100 for the impartance of head
ey formalton, S By wwtondd you
iksion?

"Raf: At one time, the-stan-
dard had peints for different
aspects of the dog's conforma-
ton, but that i no longer tue,
I don’t faver points: the dog
should be evaluated in its wotali-

ty, not as a combination of

parts.

TWhat about the eve eolir? 15t
Blue eofor w divgualification ac in the
Llinateed States?

Rafa: Yes, the bluc color is
a disqualification. There was a
small problem with hight-colored
eyes for awhile, but most of the
Samuny breeders recognized the
problem, so the light-colored
eyes are no longer very com-
mon.

At the bite? Iy there w prroblem
wnth missing leeth?

No. this is not a breed with
major problems in teeth or bite.
The bite should be seissors.

Hivw far shauded the chest drap?

Rala: The chest should
drop o the point of the elbows,
if nota livle below that, But in a
dog with this much coat, depth
of chest can be deceiving. A
judge must actually feel the
bodv, The ribs should be well-
sprung, but flattened at the sudes
for proper movement.

How important & coal for win-
rrr'arg'*"' Can a dog lacking i coal wn
in the show r‘fﬁ'g?

Rafa: To win, or for gener-
al appearance a heavy coat is
desirable, but a weather-resis-
tant Lexture is more important
than quantity. However, when
a dog is badly out of coat, ut
may be best to refrain from
entering shows until the dog
grows back its eoar. OF course,
if the dog has such excellem
conformaton and showmanship
that it will nonetheless deserve
to win, by all means it should be
shown.

What kind of front and rear
enguladion o you strive for?

Rafa: '\Ithuugh chifficult 1o
achieve. one wants a shoulder
layback approachmg 45-degrees,
with a 90-degree angle where
the humerus meets the scapula,
At the rear, agan one wanis a
45-degree angulation of the sti-
fles relative to the ground. It is
very important that the legs be
moderately long, because the

just "olf-square,”

The Samiyed Cheirterdy

length of leg from the ground to
the elbow should be approxi-
mately 55 percent of the height
of the dog,

Carmen: Which is. again,
why we do not want to see
short-legged Samoyeds.

Rafa: In the show ring in
Europe. the shoulder angulation
is, at best 40 degrees, mostly
less, and the length of the
humerus 18 shorter lliall called
for in the'standard: Instead of
the distance from the ground to
the elbow being 55 percent of
the dog’s height at the withers,
it's more like 50 percent and,
quite often, only 45 percent!

What is the proper. plagement of
the tail?

Carmen: The tail should be
set ae the end of the pelvis, not
oo high or oo low. It should
be muoderately long; there’s that
word again - moderate - or
medium in most respects. It
should be carried over the back
or to the side, but not tight
against the back.

Rafa: And on length, many
judges fail to evaluate the ]f:nmh
of the tl. Properly construct-
ed, the last bone of the tail
should reach o the hock joine of
the hindleg: Short tails are a
problem that many European

Judies do not check.

What &5 the correct height for
ra'p:n‘gl._. et Jl"1‘J.l' Datehres? )

Rafa: [ like a dog about 57
em and 2 bitch about 54 cm; but
coTrect Proporiion is moie
important than height alone. In
this breed, the dogs should be
that is. about
five percent longer than tall,
with bitches slightly longer than
that. 1 would prefer a 55-cm
male of correct proportion o a
57-cm dog of incorrect propor-
tion. The actual FCI standard
calls for dogs 57 plas or minus
three cm, bitches 53 plus or
minus three cm.
Aned the feel?
Rzfa: I wamt o sec
.arched toes on a hare-type
foot that is spread, but net
splayed. Currenty, we are hav-
ing a difference of opinion
rci_,nrding the wrimming of lect
among Sammy breeders in
Spain. O [h{: one hand are
those wha believe that the hair
on the feet should not be
trimmed, arguing (nonsensically
in my opinion) that repeated
u'imtﬁing will alter the makeup
of the [eet. leading to more of a
cat foot than a hare foot. My
view is that leaving the hair
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Spr. Ch. de Villavedin USA New Girl (Ch. Bogart de Villaodein 3 de Villaode
Kalthra), shomon by Rafael Gareia undder American judge Ed Broin,

untrimmed will hide incorreetly
developed feet, Neatly timmed
fieer will help rerain the corvectly
shaped hare foou il judges sce
what's there.

Why the emplans on a have

Jeol?

Rafa: Because thesc are
dogs who travel on snow and
icy terrain.  They need the hare
foot o move along the groand,
in much the same way that skis
help cross-country  skiers
mancuver the winiry country:
side, Owerall, feet are very
mportant in judgng this or any
other breed. As one visiting for-
cign Judge once remarked to us,
much of what a judge sees and
concentrates on when judging
dogs are the Teet and the way
they move:

What kind of temprerament are

you dooking for in Sanayeds?

Rafa: We want an alert,
friendly but conservauve dog

L

that is not distrustful or shy, and
certainly not aggressive. We
have not had wemperament prob-
lems, probably because we
would never breed 1o dogs that
exhibited these trans. Much of a
dog's temperament is inhented;
therefore, one does not breed 1o
a troubled temperdament. no
matter the dog's other fine
points,

Many persons are attracted
tt the breed because of the
beauty of its profuse white coar,
which they may have first seen
at'a show or in a photo.  But
after they purchase their [irst
puppy. and have lived with it
for six o eight months, they
realize that 1ts color 15 not as
important to their enjovment of
the dog as is the dog's temper:
ment.  They are happy downs,
alwavs disposed to having fun.

Carmen; That's'so trug)
They are darling. alfectionate




dogs that win over evervone's
hearts.  Even people who have
never hked dogs, once exposced
o 3 Sammy, will alwavs want to
liave at least one forevermore.
Many persons who have pur
chased their first Samovyed from
uy have returned for another
fng,

I the Semayed standard a good
ong? Iy there '..nmg'.".".'.l'r.'g Vit sl
r.-']n:i;:-'_aj vt denild? )

Rafa: The FCI standard is
a4 good one, and there 1s no
nectd to change . Granted, it
could be a linle more specific m
some places. but thads true of
almeost all breed standards

What are the atseraifecitfions ?

Rafa; Any color otier than
white, biscuit or eream in the
coat, and blue eves. The blue
eves ruin the soft, sweet eXpres:

The Sr.u.lrrm’rf Ehier fr'!'{".

"'.ﬂ DA ANEL 0 L S e O L o PR ) T

Venezuelan, Paerto Bean Gl de Villaodin Natioe of Spam (Ch, Bagar? de Villaodin x de Vilfaocin Kelifa), owned by Raferel e Sanhago,
faking « Corowp I al @ ihine i Carveas, Vewewela,

ston characteristic of the breed.

,flf 7] ﬂ"ug hecames a rn'lrri?}af")l'rn'i‘,
shoadd 1 contmue do by shonen, or
shinild o dog be feff fonte afier gutn
e 1% championiliey ?

Rafa: We olten speeial our
champions: but there are some
we have finished that we
retired, because they did not
enjov the show scene, and
weld rather reston the sofa,

Lo you have rankhing systems (s
fo i) i Span?

Rala: Today there are no
rankings of dogs onan all breed
basis. Some vears ago, Purina
did sponsor-a ranking svstem,
In fact. the last dog 1o be ranked
Number QOne All Breeds was
otrr Ch, B yTArL in 1993, What

we have today is a ranking of

the dogs in the Nordic breeds
by our club, the CEPN {Club

Espaliol de Perros Nordica), the
Nordic Breed Club of Spain.
The ¢lub includes Samoyeds,
Sibernian Huskies, Alaskan Mala-
mutes, Akitas, and the Groen-
landese.

55 it beneficial for e brecd such as
the Semayed to become popudar?

Rafi: There are some posi-
tives, but more negatives, Un
the plus side, it's nice for people
o recognize the breed in which
vou take such pride, And u
may mean that you might be
able to produce another litter

that vou wanted to try. knowing

that it should be possible o
place the pets. But the negatives
outweigh the positives.  Popu-
lariey atracts the wrong Kinds
of people into the breed; people
who produce many litters in the
hopes of cashing in moneywise.
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It ends up having a very detri-
mental elfect on the conforma-
uon of the breed.

Luckily, right now the breed
is only moderately pepular in
contrast (o its overpopulanity n
the early to mud-1990s, People
who want a Sammy now want it
because they like the bréed, not
because it's the latest craze in
fad dogs.

As pudges, b da you and Car-
men fonil most exfiibators? Are they
I‘rnn;c'frr.l':;{ruf:u'lr' atied coerteons?

Rafa: Well, w's like judges;
there are some that are good,
and some not so good,  Some
know how to present their dogs,
and are familiar with the show
routine, while others are new
and need o beeducated. Then,
ey, there are exhibitors who try
every trick to hide the faulis in




their dogs!

Ai exhibitors, do you frefer o
shote under specialist judges o
vell-roienders?

Raka: We prefer to present
our dogs to specialist judges,
hu..mz.u. they tend to be much
mare L,m_mluigc.alalr_ about the
breed standard. and that’s the
type dogs we ry 1o breed. On
the other hand, we see the need
for the generalists. because they
are not so caught up in specific
likes and dislikes of specialist
judges: The breed clubs nsually
try to hire specialist judges for
the specialty shows: the all
breed clubs tend 1o hire the gen:
eralists. Unlike the United
States, there are few judges in
Europe who-are considered spe-
cialists. For example, here in
Spain there are only three
Samoyed specialist judges: Car-
men, myself, and one other gen-
tleman, Ths is the reason why
we often bring in American spe:
cialist judges for our specialty
shows,

Do viners o much advertising
of therr titns m 5:r‘mz'n ? Do you think
having pﬁofrr-; af ome s wms m He dog
magazmnes infliences judgei?

Ihﬁ, We do some advertis:
ing in the dog magazines, and
we suspect thar some judges
may be influenced by seeing the
ads. Bt many of our ads fea-
ture Villaoddn Samoyeds that
have become champions in
other countries around the
world, Obvigusly, these are not
dogs that will show up in the
ring ut shows in Spain.

Ave professtonal hanellers wed
Sirin?

Rafa: Up unul about four
vears ago, we did not see profes-
sional handlers in spain, Bt
nowadays, morve and more han-
dlers are presenting dogs fo
their clients, When we sell
show-potential dogs, we oy 1o
show the owners what to do o
prepare the dog for showing
We also ury to show them how
to-actually present the dog in
the ring. But there are some
persons who just cannot do a
good job of showing dogs. and
so we advise them to use a pro-
fessional handler.

Hiny do you fretn your pupiries
for the shoze ?mg:J

Rafa: If we have a show-
potential puppy. we begin its
training at about two rnumh'i of
age: biringing it inside to live in
the house. ﬁn]lll.l.u.‘f.mq i with
the different rooms, and the
members of the family. After it
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becomes socialized to us, we
began taking the puppy out to
walk in the neighborhood. to
walk in crowds, 1o learn to
adapt to the noisy, busy waorld.

At home, we introduce the
puppy to bathing, and we table
tram the Puppy 1o be groomed.
Quiside. we train the puppy to
gait on a lead.

Do you take the puppies to
matches? T Tty elessesd

Rala: We t_lm: t have many
miatches. Some of the dogs we
have placed are wken by their
owners to show trining- classes,
but we do almost all of our own
training.  Because we've heen
imvolved in showing dogs for so
Many Years now, we pregy
much know what works. [ road
train many of my dogs on the
road near our home,

bt advie would you' grie o
new exhibitors who svaud to show
their own dogs?

Rafa: We tell them to
attend dog shows, obsérve how
dogs are being croomed prior o
:_;'f;ui'ng into the ring, and observe
how the dogs are presented to
the judge. We advise them ta
talk to breeders and exhibitors
of the breed, visit more shows,
and observe, obsérve, observe.

Do you do any sledding with

S ?
e el

Rafa: It has been a few
years since we harnessed our
dogs Tor sledding, but we did
not do it on a competitive basis;
just to-ger the experience of
what it was like. However,
some of the dogs we have bred
and sold to other people are in
competitive racing i Spain, Fin-
land, and other counuies.

iF.'l:lr T RN -f-f.l.'l'lfl"llf.ll'. ]'.f.ll' T
cerming: furchasing one uj your dogs,
mudaf rg'u Veni f'rmj:_ﬁ-rr ] f.ﬁr.!r k-
or okl uJ'I' pibenions ?

Rafa: 'When someone con-
tacts us about purchasing one of
our dogs, we try to learn as
much about them as possible,
We also try to provide them
with as much information about
the breed as we ean, so they can
decide whether they want to
keep a Sammy, Over the next
few days, we decide whether
these prospects should be trust
ed with one of our dogs. For
the most part, we have been
lucky. And in a lew instances,
the individuals decided to go
with another breed. We also
always insist on the first right of
refusal for taking a dog back:
should the owners decide not to
keep a dog we sold them,
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Are your breedings matural ordo
Yo asitil the stied rJ'rJ'? at bitch? Any
Al?

Rafa: So far, all of aur
breedings have been natural,
Sommetimes, we have had o hold

the bitch to let the stud dog

mount her, but we have not had
tor use artficial insennmarion,

What do Yt comsider o fair itteed
I't I Spanr-’

Rafa: Abow 8500 [L15.).

Huave you ener refiesed fo seruiee
o bt ?

Rafa: A few times, ves,
Mavbe because a bich seems
dysplasiic, or has some genetic
eve condivon,  Or because the
guality of the bich is such that
we cannol sce any reason [or
her o produce less than pet-
quality puppies. It depends on
what we can tell about the bitch
[rom her pedigree, general
appearance and health status.

001w 98

O course, we would never
breed a1 bitch that displavs bad
temperament. It’s the same
when we seck out a male o
breed one of our bitches w.
we know of problems in his
background - struetural, genet-
ity oF in emperament - we will
not breed our biteh to him.
There are people who wamt
tv breed their biches 1o one of
our stnd dogs (ar someone
else’s stud dogs) who do not
even consider whether the
bitch's pedigree or Lype goes
with that of the male:.  All i.hL\
wint to do is breed 1o a top- win-
ming male, That dovsn’t make

SCTise,

Hape you bred o dogs omtside
Sutin?

RBafa: Yes, we have used

stud dogs in both Laly and
France, as well as Canadian and
American imports.
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Can Ch. de. Villaoaon Polar Express (Ch. Polar Mrst Mover N-A Shaker x Ch. de Villaodin Simphony White), awned by Syloia Cotte of Quebec,
showm faking a Growp IV under Amertcan judze John Honig.

How smany times oo voie brecd @
bt L b zoeat age?

Rafi: A good bitch we
might breed a maximum ol
three or four dmes, up (o about
seven years of are.
 What 5 an average-sized hitter
Jar you £

Raki: About five puppies.

1 Vi .l"ra'.'f.l'-' the biteh m ..;'f'|.:'.':.-',?-
.'H‘;:'.j

Rafa! Yes. we are there for
the whelping, We cut the cords
il the bitch doesn’t; we dry the
puppics, place them on an eléc:
tric blanket, and make sure they

begin to nurse from the dam,
The whole [amily knows what
to do; Carmen. mysell, our old-
cst daughier, Barbara, and our
voungest daughter, Mamen. In
1992, Carmen and [ were at a
show in Valendia, when one of
our bitches decided to whelp

Summer 2001 » 20

early, Our daughters were at
heme with my mother-in-law
and thedogs. Barbara was only
about twelve years old ac the
timé, and Mamen was seven.
but between the three of them.
they handled the whelping very
well. )

_'T_



D you sugilement-fecd dhe. pufr-
fres?

Carmen: Never had to,
knock on wood. After fifieen to
twenty tl.n‘\'- nuruim‘ an the
dam’s milk, we begin to intro-
duce them o puppy foad.
soaked for about lifteen minutes
in hot water. They also conun-
uc nursing on the dam until
about one month of age, by
which time they go o the puppy
food almost enurely, although
the dam usually spends some
time with them morning and
night,

Wohat brand of puppy food do
you wie?

Carmen: We use Purina
Pro Plan, It has worked very
well for our dogs,

Al what age do you begin to
evliale the fuffnes?

Rafa: At about two months.

Carmen: Sometimes right
away!

Wikat i5va fypecal prrice for one of
your Samny fripfies?

Rafa: A pet sssold for $500
(U.5.): a show prospect puppy
goes [or $1,000,

Al what age do you sell your
friagapries? )

Rafa: Typically, at about
two and one-hall to three
months of age,

D Ao self fruafrpces with candi-
Hies

Carmen: Sometimes we
have bitches we would prefer
not 1o sell, bur because we nmay
not have room o keep another
bitch, we will place her with
friends based on an agreement
for a puppy back from a swd
dog of our choice.

Have you ever had fo ol any
P ‘f'.fﬂ'r i ?

Rala: Never!

Howe mucke grooming 15 inuvelyed
wonth youer sy -Sw.rmrrrf'-

Carmen: It probably: takes
about four hours of preparanon
per dog prior to-a show. This
includes bathing, using a special
shampoo for white coats. called
White on White, a product we
purchase from the United
States, because we cannot find it
in Europe. Then, there is the
blow drymg and combing. We
might need to wim the feet a lit-
tle o keep them neat. We don't
use chalk on the coar becanse
the shampoo we use works
beawtifully, We may usea livle
chalk on the teer and maybe on
the elbows. Our show dogs are
bathed every two to three weeks
while being shown. We alse
use praduces [rom Roval Crown
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and other vendors.

Whatgrooming toali or appli-
s rfu_mr.r 1ie?

Chirmen: We use a brush,
comb, thinning shears and scis-
sors for a little neatening. and
wenail clippers, both the manu-
al and the electric drill wpe. OF
course, by way of appliances,
we use a professional-strength
blow-dryver.

Can you desertbe your fennel
setup far ws?

Rafa: We have mdividual
kennels of about 10 square
meters (a livde over nine by nine
feet) for each dog. These are
covered with roofs, to protect
the dogs from the weather,
There 15 also a large yard of
about 200 square meters
{approximately 42x42 feet)
which they take wrns exercising
in groups. The dogs also l:iL_c
tuwrns living. in the house, espe:
cially’ new puppies who are
being socalized.

Lo you let males vun togeiher?

Carmen: Not if there s a
female in season.  But most of
the nme we have no trouble let
ting the Samoyed. Siberian

Husky and Malamute males

and bitches play in the yard
together, We know who gets
along with which others, Some-
umes, it's the bitches who don’t
like each other. However, if we
see them misbehaving, all we
usually have w do is call out
*No!" and that stops the argu-
ing. But none of this applies
the Akitas! We don't let them
out together. or with any of the
other dogs.

Livirgr oud it e soilnarts, el you
heee @ vel nearly?

Carmen: Oh, ves
only @ few minutes away.

s OLLE Vel 38
He's

also onesof the officers of the

Nordic breed club,
Rafa, how long have yor and
Carmen been I.wr!o‘.uw"’

Rala: A little over five
vears,

Hene does one become a_fuedge tn
Sptine?

Rafa: Well, you have to
attend many shows, and

ohserve under other judges:
then apply to the Real Sociedad
Canina de Espana - the Royal
Kennel Club of Spain (RECE],
You have to take written Lests
on procedures dnd on the
breeds you want w0 judge; and
these tests and interviews are
scheduled only every two years
(sometimes a fiule sooner) for
evervone wanting to apply,
cither lor the Hrst ume or {or
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Tnnisfree's Fram OFLong Shiedmo (Ch. Inngifrer Fire and Froif x
CGh. Tnnisfree Lr.'hrir:.rr anee of the Siberan Hitshies atiporfedd by
Rafael Crarcia and Carmen Navarro.

additional breeds. The written
exam 15 closed-book, and you
have w describe the standards
for the breeds yvou are applying
for: You also have to discuss
vour ideal dog of cach breed in
your application, and explain
what vou will be looking for,

Il you pass the ¢xams, you
then must observe under Tlldﬁ.,"l.b
(specialists i possible) at three
different shows, and pass a prac
tical exam under their supervi-
sion. Prior to judgmyg the breed,
the judge will select three dogs
from the Open class (no pup-
piesy, by armband number. and
ask you o write a eriugue of
cach of these dogs, witheur that
Judge seecing yvour critigue,
because the judge will then pro-
ceed 1o udge the breed: He or
she will then compare your writ-
tent critique with how they eval
pated those same dogs while
actually judging! The judge
then writes an evaluation ol
your eritique to be sent to the
Judging committee of the Royal
Society,

.I]‘h’!r_'l'ri!i Tad better be .f’r'g}'ﬂ'.
right?
Carmen: Remember, you

must go through this [}mr.ulurl:
three timés for each breed, so it
can take awhile before you get
approved.

Rafar IFall goes well, vou
will be notilied by the RSCE
that you have been approved o
judge in Spain, and your name
will be published to let the
show-giving clubs know that
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fact. Each vear, the RSCE puby-
lishes a booklet listing all judges
anel their approved breeds.

Hour da you el affiraue i fo
Juielge eotindries ather than Spem?

Rafa: To be approved for
international judging in other
countries, a mintmum of two
viears must have passed [rom
the time of naional approval,
and vou must have judged at
least four national poimt shows.
Ax thae ame, the RSGE will con-
tact the FCIin Brussels o ain
appraval for your judging in
other nations.

I'J",l"m'! vr.lr;‘e'rfln are
afrrraved o fudge?

Rafa: I am approved for
Samoveds, Siberian Huskies,
Alaskan Malamures, Akitas,
Great Japanese Dogs, Groenlan-
dese, Shiba Tnus; Canaan Dogs,
Chow Chows, Finnish Spitz.

vou each

Japanese Spite, Karelian Bear

Dags, Eurasiers, and Basenjis.

Carmen: [ also judge the
Samoyeds, Siberian Huskies,
Alaskan Malamuwes, Akitas,
Great Japanese Dogs and Teck-
els' (Dachsinnds), which have a
Groupeof their vwn in the FCI
system of judging.

frr arhieh countries hape Jate
Juefgend?

Rafa: O course. we've
judged many dilferent shows in
Spain, butalse in Porgal, Ger-
many, Peru.and now in the
United States. We have been to
the United States previously, 1o
attend the Samoved Nauonal
Specialty 1n Galiformia and



The Samayed Cuarierly

- —
- - -

——r— L]
= ——— -

- = -

:
_

Ch. Regalins Cordovan (dm Ch. Akike's the Riigmaster x Am Ch. Regalia's After Darg Big Bens), an dmerican Aitte import co-owneed by Rafael Gercie and
Muengtel Cruz of Bareelang. Photo thom eligr !dﬁ.".'r;' the Reserve BIN af the Sprang 2000 Iniernational Madrid Shaw,
and the tropln. being presented by King Fran Carlos of Spratn.,

Westminster in New York.
Welve exhibited in Spain,
France. Portugal, Gevmaiv, Bel
gium, and laly plus a few small-
er European countries.  Also,
we exhibited at the Samoyed
?\.JL':UII.I] 'ill 1“..\'1.":][[(“[!1!_ l_:u“[iu'-
mia i 1998,

Carmeny Rafa has an
upcoming. specialty assignment
1 Tralby,

Wiew you travel from countey to
ey B E!{Fr:l.hr'. har oo vou fan-
ddle the matter of different monetary
cirtenges? Are yow able fo use the
Eiern no ?

Rafa: We enher use credu
cards or take along money for
cach ol the countries we visn,
The Euro will not be in use by
the public until 2002,

Hfg’,-‘r!, Haet f:‘fr.’.".;rm Jrren _l,l'.'rr!:gr'.r."

dyour firsd AKC show here tn e

lr'.l-.-'i!..r ot n'ff;u‘:.f'e'}'!'.'?um r.!lr.'_||m nolice
befeein Mhis expertence and pruding in
Frre rJl’h" F

Rala: Owerall. 1 like the
AKC system beuer, [ like the
overall better presentation by
the exhibitors. 1 like the fact
that vou can show three dogs of
the same sex: rom the same lit

ter i three different classes,
such as one I Bred-by-
Exhibior, another in American
Bred, and the third in Open, In
Europe, they would all have 10
compete against one anothér in
the same (_]]wn class, We don't
have a Bred-By class. 1 also
think vour point syvstem, with
majors and minors, 15 preferable
to simply winming certificates.
And [ especially hke that pup-
pies can win points! In FCI
countries, dogs cannot earn any
points until they are fifteen
months of age.
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Carmen: But they can win
ribbons, and sometimes prizes.
Yes, but then we
throw them awav! They don't
count wward championships.

What are the requIrements for
frnishing a dog to w champrionshy o
Spain?

Rala: A dog must win four
CAC's (national championship
certificates) from at least three
[iirilrl'[.']ﬂ |t|lJ:_lL"‘s, ||]]1,I 11 Ilr
these CACs must have been
won at either of the two all
breed shows i Madrd (one in
the spring and one in the fall),




or at the breed’s Navonal Spe-
cialty {also in Madrd for-all the
breeds that have Natonals). [If
the dog does not win a CAC at
thie National Specialty, it must at
least be rated "Excellent” by the
judge at that show (judges rate
dogs as “Excellent,” “Very
Good,” or “Good”).

Hhat elasses are offered al the
shimey in Spoan

Rafa: Of course, all classes
are divided by sex. In the regu-
lar classes, we have the Muy
Cachorros class (Young Pup-
pics: three months but less than
five months): Cachorros class
(Puppics: five months but less
than nine months); Jdvenes class
(Youngsters: nine months but
less than eighteen months};
Abierta cliss (Open: at least fil
teen months of age); and the
Champions class. Notice that
there is an opuon for dogs fif-
teen: months o just under ecigh-
teen months to enter either in
the Youngsters class or the
Open class. But only dogs in
the Open class can win the
CACs, If your young dog
secms mature enotgh to win the
CAC, vou enter mn the Open
classy otherwise, you enter the
Youngster class.

What 15 the difference bébeen
ainning CACy and CACIB:?

Rafa: All the shows in
Spain award the CACs to the
Winners Doz and Winners
Bitch, which count toward a
Spanish championship. Some
shows are designated as Interna-
tional Shows, and the dog can
also win a CACIB, which
counts toward an Inti:rn_al:innai
championship title. For the
Internatianal ttle, a dog must
win three CACIBs i dhree dif-
ferent covmiries under different
Judges,

§ Koz you are both members
anel officers e the Novdic treed club,
CEPN. Does the chub offer way kinds
of educational adwities or Yhoe fram-
ing!

© Carmen: Rafa is the current
president of the club. In recent
vears, the club has become very
active in educating breeders,
exhibitors, and the public. We
have a lot of activines: match
shows. (usually with specialist
judges or breeders), grooming
clinics, wraining classes, confer-
ences, Seminars, ol

Are theve any breed videos avenl-
able?” Books?

Fafa: No videos. Those we
have are from the AKC m the
United Sttes! On dog breed
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books, very few. The best,
again, are those from the USA.

IWhere seere each of you barn?

Rafa: I was born in Madrid,

Carmen: And | was born in
a town near Cordoba; in the
Andalusian region of southern
Spain.. We have been married
22 years, and we built our pre-
sent home abour [our yvears ago.

IWhat do you do for a living?

Rafa: [ own a pet products
business,

Carmen: And I am in fash-
1ion clothing sales,

You mentianed your fwo dagh-
ters earlier.  Are they imvolved with
the dngs?

Carmen: Yes, they both are
very much involved, although
Barbara is now becoming more
interested in dating and has-a
steady boyiriend. But Mamen,
our younger daughter, shows
our dogs and goes to many
shows with us. She has showed
in Juniors since she was a lictle
girl.-and had the honor of being
the Junior Showmanship repre:
sentative [rom Spain at the
Crufts Show in March 2000,
Mamen has put points and fin-
ished championships on many
dogs over the years: Barbara
still helps. especially by taking
some days of vacation from her
job. whenever we have to be
gone to shows at some distance
ﬁ'om home, like right now when
Rafa is here judging your AKC
show for the Piedmont Kennel
Cilub in Charlote.

Rafa: Mamen became the
Spanish representative at Crufts
first by winning the Junior
Showmanship class at the large
Madrid show in May 1999, She
then had to compete agaimst
about 40 other Juniors from
other parts-of Spun at the fall
Junior Championship Finals
competition, alse in Madrid.
Actually, she came o that show
as the Junior winner from shows
in Barcelona, Albacete, and
Granada, But she competed as
the Madrid Junior representa-
tive because that's where she

lived.
Hinw old 15 she nove?
Carmen: Mamen (a nick-

name, because her real name is
Carmen, just like me) is now (F
teen, Barbara turned twenty
this vear.

What about your other breeds;
what lines-do you have?

Rafa: Our Siberian Huskies
are imported from Kathleen
Kanzleér's Innisfree kennels or
are from her hine; the Mala-
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mutes are Nancy Russell's
Storm Kloud line, and our most
recent dogs, the American Aki-
tas (Great Japanese Dogs) are
from Regalia's and from Jeanne
Galindo Haves' Daitan Ni Aki-
tas, imported from the United
States.

Do breeders i Spinn have eye
exams or hip dysplasia checks on their
dlog?

Rafa: These exams are not
required, and few breeders and
exhibitors bothér with them,
either because they don't want
to be embarrassed by having
these. conditions noted, or
because they do not understand
the importance of these checks
for breeding programs. We
began having all of the dogs in
our breeding program checked
for both eyes and hips many
vears ago, The Nordic breed
club, CEPN. is trying to stress
to ity members the value of
these exams, and o publicize
that their dogs have passed
these checks, But only a few
have bothered 10 do so thus far.
At our most recent National
Specialties, we have even had a
certified veterinary ophtalmolo-
gist available to do the eye
checks, at a much reduced fee
from normal, but sull the major-
ity refuse 1o have these exams!

What have been some of the
acleritages and disadvantages of your
frves in dogs?

Carmen: Both of our
daughters used o travel o
shows with us around Europe:
that was a great education for
them. Ower the years we have
met many people, and made
miny friends in the dog world.
But on the negative side is the
need to find someone to take
care of the dogs who sty at
home if we are all on a wrip.
That's not so easy, éven though
we have many friends n
Madri. The dogs are used 1o
eating and exercising at cerain
times, going through ther daily
routines, and a stranger just
can't do it the same way we do
it. You worry about the dogs
when you are-away. That's
why I made an international call
to my daughter, Barbara, the
day of the show here, 1o check
on the dogs and also on my
mother who has not been well.

Suill, I wouldn't change the
path we ok when we decided
on a serious joumey into show
dogs, Sure, we might live much
more comfortably with all the
money we have spent traveling
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1o shows, entry fees, purchasing
dogs, grooming supplics,
medicines, ver bills, and all, but
it's been fun so far. We would
have had home dogs in any
case.

D you have a website?

Rafa: Yes, my website can
bre Ferenid at
www.ctv.es/ USERS/ villaodon.
On my pages can be found peri-
odically updared information
about shows in Spain, informa-
tion about some of our dogs.
including photos, liters, and
links to related websites.

{ have seen your {mg?.n. and ey
are something ele!  You must pul a
ot of time anto organiang all the
materials,  What about your emaif
arededress?

Rafa: 1 ¢an be contacted at
Villaodon@ctv.cs,

.dr?fﬁfug edse you wonld lhe fo
efiuctess;

Rafa: No. that's abow it.

Postscript by interviewer:
Subsequent to the above inter-
view in October 2000, Rafa and
Carmen returned to Spain
where their dogs continued to
win at end-of-the-year shows.
At the Madrid International all
breed show, their young bitch,
De Villanddn Makarena, fin-
ished her Spanish champi-
onship; earlier having won her
other CACs at specialty shows
in Granada, Barcelona, and
Albacete. She ook an Interna-
tional CACIB at the Lisbon
(Portugal) International, and
completed the requirements for
the International title, with a
BOB and a BOS at the two
back-to-back shows in Gibralar.
At the Combined Nauonal Spe-
cialties of the Samoyeds, Siberi-
an Huskies, Alaskan Malamures
and Akitas, sponsored by the
Nordic Breeds Club (CEPN)
held in Madnd on December
1G, 2000, the Villanddn
Samoveds had a spectacular
day, AmiSp Ch. Polar Mist
Mover N-A Shaker (Ch. Win-
terfrost Gyrfaleon x Ch. Polar
Mist Crystal Keesha), went
overall Best m Show. One of
their Joven class dogs, Gibralar
Ch. De Villaoddn Iditarod (Ch,
HNP in the Wink of a Knight x
Ch. De Villaodén Makarena, a
“Shaker” daughter) went BIS
Jowven, and their Muy Cachorro,
puppy bitch, De Villaoddn
Monalissa (Ch, HNP in the
Wink of a Kmght x De Vil
laoddn Briska) teok the BIS
Muy Cachorro honors, =




