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The Samoyed Quarterly
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Lynette Hansen
POLAR MIST
Band, Oraegon

This interview was conducted at the
home of Lynette Hansen on July 8, 1989 by
Katie LeCour.

Howand when did you first get started
In Samoyeds?

| got my first Sammy in the spring of
1965. The summer before we had beentoa
Fourthof July fireworks show ata golf course
and somebody sat down right in front of us
who had a five-month-old Sammy. | had
never seanone belfore. Of course, linstantly
picked up on the dog and asked if it was a
Spitz. | had seen pictures of white Spitz.
They told me what kind of dog it was. |
thought, “Boy, whan | get a dog that is what
Iwant.” | had dogs all my life. |was engaged
to ba married at the time, so our first dog was
going to be a Sammy. | decided then and
there. About ayear and a half later after i had

gotten married and had my first child, we
decided it was time for a dog. We combad
the classified ads for a Sammy. We found
one ad. h was clear across town, about 50
miles away, which was a long way! We
called and they had cne female left. We
hadn't picked a sex or anything, but that was
all they had. Wa drove out and bought her.
She cost $25. No papers. They wouldn't let
us see the mother. | know why now. Althe
time | couldn’'t understand. It justkind of took
off from there.

What did you do with this first dog?

She was just our pet. She was actually
more my husband's dog. She tock to him
mora than to me. He took her places. Wa
ware renting a home and were building a
home in another area. On the weekends ha
would drive over to work on the house. She
was about a year and a half old at the time.
While ha was over there, she was playing
with a neighbor's dog that had come across
the road. They were playing in front of the
construction of the house and got to chasing
each other. The neighbor's deg ran across
the road, she ran across behind her, a car
come along, hit andkilled har. # was afreaky
accident because this house was attha very
and of a dead-end road and there was no
traffic back there whatsoever. This old guy
who owned about 300 acres of land was
coming back to drive on his property. He
wasn't driving fast and the dogs weren't
paying attention, just playing.

So, of course, | procesded to go outand
lock for anctherone. We locked inthe paper
again and got our second one, which was
another famale. She was also unragistered,
Another $25 dog. (laughter) Wa probably
had her a couple of years when | was out in
the yard with har ona day. All of a sudden
she went totally stiff, fell over and died. |was
frantically on tha phone to the vet. We had
her autopsied and she had been poisoned.
Years later | found out it was one of my
neighbors who poisoned her. There want
our next one,

| can't remember how we got the next
ana: Oh yes, we had the one that had been
poisoned bred. My husband worked with a
guy who had a male. Of course, you know
how that goes. | had kept a puppy from her.
| finally got a registered Sammy. It was a
registered adult. |thought if | was going to
have these dogs | was going to have a
registered one. | was going to have a good
one with papers. | went out and bought the
adultregistered female. [thought Ireally had
something. | had a dog with papers. She
had two champions in the fifth generation.
That was it. | thought since she had a
pedigree this was a really good dog. |was
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going to breed these purebred dogs. | did
breed her. | can't remambarto whom. | kept
a puppy from that. This was going to be the
start of my Sammy kennel.

I was kind of dabbling around with these
dogs | thought were really wanderful. | had
neverbeentoadog show. |didn't even know
a parson who showed dogs. | had no contact
with any kind of a breeder. It was just
something | was stumbling along with on my
own,

My mom then remarried a guy who,
together with his first wife, had raised and
showed Dachshunds. He had allthree varie-
ties and sizes. They had really gottan going
in the Dachshunds and were heavily into
showing. When he married my mom, he
kept one smooth bitch that was a Standard.
She was champion pointed. He saw me
dabbling along with my couple of Sammies
and he said, "You really seem to have an
interest in thesa dogs, i you are going to do
it, why don'tyou really do it right? You should
show your dogs.” | said, "Oh really, how do
youdothat?” Ha put ma in contact with agal,
a Dachshund person, to find out about
matches. The first dog match | ever went to
was with a Dachshund. (laughter)

We ended up taking his smooth bitch
because she really wasn't housebroken and
my mom was having a fit. He told us he
would love to breed this smooth bitch to a
wirahair, We happened to be looking in the
nickel ads and saw a young adult wirehaired
male, AKC, forsale. We were still pretty new
and didn't know anything about bloodlines,
quality and that sort of thing, but we thought
it he wanted to breed his smooth to a wire-
haired, we'd buy one, We bought this wire-
haired Dachshund, got his papers and his
pedigree and brought him home. He was
really a neat dog.

At the time my stepfather had had a
heart attack and was in the hospital. We
trotted up to tha hospital with his pedigres
and told him we had bought a wirehaired
male to breed to his champion-pointed
-smooth Dachshund bitch. We brought the
‘papers up, he took a look at them and said,
“My God, do you know what you have hera?
This is a fabulous pedigree.” When he got
out of the hospital, he looked at the dog and
said, "He is top show guality.” |think we paid
$501or him. He said, "You oughtto show this
dog,” S0 1took him to a match and I didn't do
100 well. | was very embarrassed. Then |
&ntered him in an AKC dog show where he
ended up going Winners Dog and Best

‘Pposite Sex over a couple of male spe-
Cials. One of them was one of the top
‘Winning wirehairs in the Northwest at the
fime. This was his first dog show.

Idecided | was going to show Sammies.
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Ch. McKenzies Polar Mist Nikki.

This was what | wanted to do. | didn't know
any Sammy people and figured the only way
| could find one was to go to a dog show and
talk to people who were showing. Some-
whare in that time period, we had runinto a
gal who owned a Samoyed male. She was
divorced and worked. The dog kept getting
out all the time and spending his days at the
school with all the kids. The animal control
kept picking the dog up and she kept getting
allthesefines. |don't remember how we met
her, but we got to talking. She said she had
this male she would really like to find a good
home for. We tock him. He happenedto be
linebred Misty Way, which was Peggy
McCarthy down in Eugene. | didnt show
him. He was blind in one eye. He had been
in a dog fight, had bean bitten in the eye and
had some other scars on him. |thought he
was just the most beautiful Sammy | had
gver seen.

| went to the dog shows and dacided |
was going to find Peggy McCarthy. Iremem-
ber asking about her, it ended up the person
| asked was her sister. She wasn't thera,
Sha was oulside or somewhere. | never did
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meet her. | ended up sitting at ringside next
to Martha Beale. Tiki (Ch. Lulhavens
Snowmist Ensign) was being shown. He
took the Breed that day, | told her | was
looking for a show Sammy. She said she
knew of a litter in the Seattle area that went
back to her line. She gave me hernameand
address. | wrote har and she sent me the
breeder's name and phone number. |called
the breeder and she had a littar. We drove
up to Seattle, where | bought a male. |
named him Polar Nanuck. The breeder was
a novice person who had a bitch that was
from the Beale's breeding. She had bred to
a male that was a Saroma's Polar Prince
grandson,

This was my first show Sammy. | took
him home and started entering the matches.
He started winning. He took Best of Breed
right away. Of course, | was totally hooked.
| still had not met Paggy McCarthy or any-
body else in the Oregon area. | was doing
this totally on my own, just stumbling through
it.

About a year later | decided | wanted to
get a bitch. | went back to the dog shows
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Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Spring Break.

again where | started talking to breeders. |
told them I was looking for afemale. | ended
up talking to someone who had a litter at the
time that were just about ready to go. This
lady was from the Eugene area. The dam
was a champion, so | drove down to Eugene
and bought a female from her. This bitch
was inbred. She had been bred to her sire,
whose name was Metu of Dexter. The bitch
was Ch. Misty Maid of McKenzie. Metu of
Dexter was sired by Ch. Rokandi Of Dray-
alene, whose sire was the famous Ch, Yurok
of Whitecliff.

This was in Eugene where Peggy lived.
Metu of Dexter was the sire of Ch. Silver
Raffles of Misty Way and Ch. Stormy of Misty
Way, two of Peggy's biggest winning dogs,
both Bestin Show winnars. Stormy alsowon
the National Specialty later on, but this was
bafora that. This was in the early seventies,

The littla bitch | bought from her ended
up being my very first champion and my
foundation bitch. Her name was McKenzie's
Polar Mist Nikki. At the time | bought Nikki,
this gal, Marianne, had bought two dogs
from back East or the Midwast. They were

linebred Baerstona dogs. She was really
high on them. They were so pretty.

Shortly after that, 1 heard about the
Samoyed Clubof America and found some-
body to sponsorme. | wantedtojoin. ljoined
the Sammy club and locked through the first
Bulletin | got. At that time | wanted to get
another male Sammy. In the Bulletin | saw
Ruth Mary Heckeroff had an ad. Shehada
pictura of Ch. Odenof Aasgard. |thought he
was the most beautiful Sammy | had ever
saen in my life. | wrote to her and to Jeannie
Zuver who was advertising Kerlu, which was
an English line Sammy. Like most novices,
what attracted me to these dogs was the big,
heavy coats, the big heads. | didn't know
anything about movement and structure.
The “prettias” is what attracted ma. | andad
up buying a male from Ruth. This was my
second male. Neither of those males fin-
ished. The first one had a front problem.
Actually, later on when | learned to show, |
probably could have finished the male | had
gotten from Seattle, but by that time | had
gottan more involved in some different lines
and decided it wasn't what | wanted to go on
with. The male | got from Ruth did not turn
oul. He was big and preatty but he hated dog
shows. He wouldn't show at all. | ended up
placing him in a pet home.

About ayear after | got Nikki, | sawan ad
in the paper. (On Sundays | always liked to
lock al the Sammy ads in the paper) It
adverlised Baerstone. |recognizedthe name
right away because the gal | had gotten Nikki
from had two Baersions dogs. | called.
These people had just moved to Oregon
from Missouri. They had brought the dogs
with them. They had an accidental breeding
between a Gro-Wil and a Baerstone dog. In
fact, the bitch was a littersister to Ch. Sulu’s
Karbon Koby of Baerstone. There were only
three puppies in that litter and this was one
of the bitches. |didn't know any of that at the
time. | went over and ended up buying a
bitch. These people didn't continue on with
the dogs. Laterondownthe road, lended up
helping them find homas for some of the
puppies.

This second bitch | bought did not finish
her championship. She could have, but
circumstances prevented it. She was Polar
Mist Baerstone Nishka. She is Dr. Pepper's
granddam, She did get up to ten or eleven
points. She had both her majors, but | never
finished her. Thatis how | got my start. | just
kind of stumbled along and figured things out
on my own. | eventually did meat Peggy
McCarthy and joined the Cregon Samoyed
Fanciers. Peggy became agood friend and
was a lot of heip to me. She was the parson
who gave me some guidance and help. |
learned a lot from her.
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Nikki was a very good-moving bitch.
She wasn't very pretty. Her head wasn't
pretty, but she had a nice body. Sha wasa
leggy bitch and just moved beautifully. My
first win at a dog show, tha first points | ever
took with a Sammy, were with Nikki. At her
sacond show, she was an adult and her first
weekend out she won both shows. The
second show was under Bob Ward. Right of
the bat he sent us around and put me over in
acorner. He naver looked at me again while
he judged the other dogs and | thought | had
beentotally dismissed out of the running. He
ended by putting her up. That was a real
surprise for me and a big thrill.

Nikki moved beautifully. Subsequent
dogs | had gotten, like the two males, were
just pretty average-moving dogs. After having

| a dog that could really move well, even
though she wasn't as pretty as the other
dogs, | decided that was what | liked. It was
so much fun to be able to cuimove all the
other dogs in the ring that | decided | had to
' have good-moving dogs. Pratties were
sacondary at that point. At the time, it
seemed the dogs that could really move well
were rangier ar coarser dogs (not allof them,
but most of them). They were leggy dogs
with short coats and really not pretty. |
decided | wanted to have the best of both
worlds. | wanted a dog that could move and
be sound, and | wanted it to be pretty, too.
That has been the goal in the back of my
mind.
Nikkl was your foundation bitch?
Right.
Did you buy males to breed to her or
did you go out to find a male?
| bred her to my first male. The first
breeding was to Polar Nanuck. After lwasin
it awhile, | realized that wasn't the direction
- lwanted togo. |bred to Ch. Kaimarli's Lord
' ‘N Master, Sandy Adams owned him at the
tima. He was basically linebred Kubla Khan.
Sandy and | had become friends and she
~ended up moving very close to me, virtually
Jinthe same neighborhood. | kept a bitch out
ofthat litter, Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Ain't She
‘Sassy. Every dog | have now goes back to
Sassy and Nikki. Sassy was so much fun,
Shewas very showy. She moved good, she
‘Was pretty, she was typey, and | had a really
Good time showing her.
- lended upbreeding Sassy to Ch. Silver
ffles of Misty Way who was a Metu son,
was Mikki's sire. Her daughter, the
It of the breeding to Raffles, was Am/
an Ch. Polar Mist Ain't She Foxy who is
close to breaking the record of top
oducing Sammy bitch of American cham-
5in the breed. She has tied the record.
has two kids right now who are very
8, within one or two shows, to finishing.

When one more finishes, that will break the
tecord for American champions.

How many litiers have you bred?

I'd have to chack my records. | didn't
aven think to count. | have had anywhere
from one to three litters a year since back in
the seventias.

Did you have a best litter?

The first breeding with Ain't Sha Foxy
(who we called Kit), was to Ch. lceways lce
Breaker. | guess you would have to say that
was a pretty good litter becausa all the
puppies becama champions, an all cham-
pion litter. One of the sons in that litter was
Winners Dog at ona of the Nationals. An-
othar dog in that littar was the sire of my lca
Vixen. lce Vixen has a Best in Show son.
One of the bitches in the litter wentto Alaska,
Ch. Polar Mist Salcha Quesn. She went o
Carol Haas who was Subarctica. Carol has
goneon to have a family and has backed off
on the degs. She has formed a co-owner-
ship with Annella Cooper on her dogs.
Annella's little bitch that recently took some
nice Group placements is one of Salcha
Queen’sdaughters. Ch. Polar Mist lce Show
is the foundation stud for Silversage Sams.

Another bitch in that litter was Ch. Polar
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Mist Heart Breaker who is Naughty Angel's
dam. Naughty Angelis amulti-Group placar.
She has kids that are Group placers and
specialty winners. The pick of that litter was
abitchthat was adream come true. She had
evarything you could ever want. She moved,
she showed, she was beautiful, and | losther
to parvo. She was the best one in that litter.
That was a pretty nice litter.

Kit has only been bred to lce Breaker,
She has produced five litters from him. She
has seventeen champion offspring, three
are Canadian champions and the rest are
American champions. They are all sired by
lce Breaker.

How many champions have you
bred?

Most of them are American champions.
Right now there are about 57. | have several
others that are very close tofinishing. There
should be saveral that finish this year.

You have mostly kept bitches, Is that
right?

Yes,

Do you keep any males at all?

Yes. |did not buy a male that bacame
a champion. My first champion male was
one | bred, that was Am/Can Ch. Kohoutak

Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Great White North CD.



Palar Mist Up Town Girl.

of Polar Mist CDX, Can. CD. I had gotten his
dam from Peggy. She was aSaroma's Polar
Prince daughter. Herdam was Ch. Tempest
of Misty Way, Raffles’ and Stormy's dam. |
bred her back to Stormy, This was after he
hadwonthe Nationalin 1974, |kept Kohoutek
out of that lifter. Peggy and | co-owned the
bitch so we split the litter. The bitch was five
years oldwhen lformedthe co-ownershipon
her with Peggy. She was actually a dog that
had been condemned to death. She was in
a home somewhere in the Eugene area and
had gotten to running with a German Shep-
herd and they had been killing sheep. The
dogs were to be impounded and put down
because there is a law in Oregon stating if an
animal kills or even chases livestock the
dogs are put down. There are noifs, ands or
buts about it. They managed to get her out
of there bafore she was picked up. | got this
call asking if | wanted har. |didn't know this
was the reason | was getting the bitch at the
time. That way they got her totally out of tha
Eugene area,

Peggy had a co-ownership with Sandy
Hill on a male out of that litter. When Peggy
died Sandy assumad the Misty Way kennal
nama. Thiswas Sandy's firstchampion, Ch.
Wildfire of Misty Way. His litterbrother was
my Kohoutek. Those wera the two cham-
pion males from that littar and my first cham-
pion mate. | went on to obedience work with

Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Ain't Sha Daring.

him as well.
| started doing some obedience with
the male | had gotten from Ruth Mary. He
wasn'ttoo good at that either. (laughter) He
didn't |ike dog shows and he wasn't real
good at obadienca. | thought | was really
amart, | had gone through Novice obedience
class so | was going to train this dog at home
(Kohoutek). | never even took him to aclass.
This is where | really made a big mistaka,
because this dog was a natural for obedi-
ence. He was so intelligent and so good. |
totally trained him at home, out of a bock, no
classes. He got his CD in three consecutive
shows, he was a young dog somewhare
around ayear of age, His scores ware inthe
low 190s. The judges would tell me the dog
was doing beautifully and the points off were
handler errors. This dog had the potential. |
went on training him. |gothis CDX. ltrained
him in Open at home out of a book. | had
never been to a class for Open work. In
between the CO and the CDX he had gotten
his championship. | don't think he got con-
secutive wins in the Open obedience class.
| remember him, at times, taking the
jump, picking up the dumbbell, peeking
arcundthe jump at ma and coming back ovar
tomewith it. Things that Sammies like to do,
He was a smartdeg. |feelif | had had some
proper instructions this dog could have really
gone far in the obedience ring. finally went

to class for Utility work and trained him
through Utility but by then he had gotten ring-
wise. | had made handling mistakes with
him, training mistakes with him. The trainer
| had said “This isthe type of dog that is going
to get even with you for the mistakes you've
made with him in the past.” He would work
beautifully anywhere but inthe ring. Once he
got into the ring he would pick something
different each time to mess up. It was just
being totally ring-wise and getting even with
me. Anything | had been toc hard with him
on, come down too hard on him or lost my
patience with him, those ware the things he
always messed up on. | learned a lot with
this dog in the obedience ring.

| used him for breading a few times. He
has produced eight champions. He won a
Sammy specialty as Best of Breed. He has
produced a specialty Best of Breed as wall.
He has produced some nice puppies. We
brad Sassy to him at one time. One of the
bitches sha produced was a show prospact
and could have been finished, but the gal
who bought her just wanted to do obediencs.
She did show her a few times and she did
okay. The gal was vary novice and didn't
have any help. This bitch has gone on to get
a CDX and a tracking dog title. Her nama is
Polar Mist Lil Poltergeist, CDX, TD. | co-
owned the bitch with Roberta Cutsall who
has done all the cbedience work with her.

sQ

102

Winter 1985-80




We bred her to Ch. lceways lce Crush,
literbrotherto lce Breaker. |took a pick male
out of that liter and later on | sent him back
to Anne Bark. Anne Bark and | co-owned
him. That is Ch. Polar Mist Fiash Dancar.
Flash Dancer was the Winners Dog at the
AKC's Centennial show in Philadelphia a
few years ago. He is a multi-Group placer
and he placed in the top ten winning Sam-
mies. This is a Kohoutek grandsan.

| bred Nikki to Ch. Belaya Sergeant
Pepper after | had bred herto Kalmarli's Lord
N' Master. She only produced one puppy
which was born with a cleft palate and it died.
She might have had an infection or some-
thing to only produce one puppy and to have
aproblemwithit. | had astud service coming
because thera had been a guarantee of a
live puppy.

| guess | basically had two foundation
bitches, Mikki and Nishka, | had bred Nishka
to Ch, Silver Raffles of Misty Way and kepta
bitch out of that. That ended up being Am/
Can Ch. Pepsi Kola of Polar Mist. Therawas
another champion bitch in that litter which
was Ch. Polar Mist Ain't She Something.
She went back to Stephanie Kroell, who was
Timberline Samoyeds. She bred herback to
Kohoutek which got another line going and
some of these dogs are on the East Coast.
When she bred to Kohoutek, that breeding
praduced Ch. Timberline's Lord Tikal, whois
the sire of Ch. Polar Mist Spectacular Bid,
owned by Jack Jermyn in New Hampshire.
He has produced quite a few champions on
the East Coast, inthe New England area. In
fact, one of Spectacular Bid's daughters was
bred to Flash Dancer, who produced this last
year's National Speciaity Winners Dog. They
did a linebreeding and combined on some of
the Kohoutek kids and have come up with
some good stuff.

| had kept Pepsi, she is the ona | had
taken 1o Belaya Sergeant Pepper and used
the stud service | had coming. She produced
Am/Can/Bah Ch. Polar Mist Dr. Pepper.
There was one other champion in the litter,
Ch. Polar Mist Kelso of Lupine. Thatis how
I got Dr. Papper.

It was really funny because Stephanis,
who lived in Virginia, and | had become good
friends. We had gone back and forth visiting
each other. She and her husband were out
here for a visit. Dr. Pepper was just a liftle
over a year old, The first dog show he went
to was the Washington State Specialty. He
went Best Puppy in the specialty. | guess
that was tha start of things to come. Hawas
not a showy dog but he had a presence 1o
him, although he wasn't extremely showy.

When Stephania was outl visiting we
had the National Specialty coming up in
Aflanta. This was in 1979. | was going and
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she was going. We wera trying to figure out
which dogs to take to the National. | said |
was taking Kohoutek and somebody alse.
She said, "Why aren't you taking Pepper?” |
said he was not ready. He was just fourteen
months old. She said, "l think he is. Inthe
East and the South they show dogs youngar
and what you think isn't ready on the West
Coast is usually ready for the South or the
East Coast. The type and the quality are
quite a bit different.”

At the last minute she talked me into
showing this dog. Becausethe entries closed
the next day in Nerth Carolina or some-
whare, tha only way we could gst him in was
by calling her friend Sue Dye and asking her
if she could get tha entry in, which she did.
Dr. Pepper's entry in that show was the
absolutelast entry taken forthe National, the
last number. Attha last minute | didn't even
know if he would be going. It depended on
how things worked out. He did go and | had
him entered in the Bred-by class. He ended
upwinning the Bred-by class and wentonto
be Winners Dog. Thanks to Stephanie. It

Ch. Polar Mist Society Girl.
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never would have happened if she had not
bieen out visiting and talked me into entering
this dog at the last second. Things just
started happening from there with Dr. Pep-
per.
Once he won at the National, Stephania
talked me into leaving him there, this was in
October. |didn't have any more dog shows
for quite some time. | was living in Montana
at the time. There was just nothing until
spring. She said, “This dog is hot, he just
won Winnars Dog at the National. Why don't
youleave him here whera he canbe shown?"
Of course, he was finished by November,
He finished in nothing flat. In fact, Sue Dye
ended upfinishing him for me. He stayed out
there for a while. | had takan Tikal back
home with me, who was out of Pepsi's litter-
sister. lended up showing and finishing him.
We weant from the National to the Po-
tomac Valley Specialty which followed. Tikal
was Winners Dog at the Potomac Vallay
Specialty. We had a fun week there. | flew
out there the following spring, took Tikal
back and brought Pepper home. After he
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had won at the National, a I_m of pec:-p!a
started calling wanting to buy him. Some big
name people, | was offereda ot of monay for
tha dog. |was very attached to him, hs;_ was
my baby. |just couldn't bear to sell him. |
didn't wantto give the dog up, but | felt whera
| lived in Montana there was no way | could
special a dog. Iwas a jillion miles away from
a dog show.

As | said, saveral people contacted me.
The Ronalds contacted me about him. : | h_a.d
already had several years of ass_matlcn
with the Ronalds. They bought tlhalr cham-
pion bitch from me, Ch. Timbarlrng‘s Spar-
kling Kayta. Stephanie and | did some
breedings back and forth, so some of !ha
dogsthat | actually bred carry thlil Tll:l'lbaﬁmg
name and vice versa. Stapha{'na did breed
Sparkle, but | had bred the sire and dam.
She was a puppy that Stephanie had sold
and gotten back. | was taking her. John had
contacted me looking for a puppy and | told
him about this bitch, she was five months old
at the time. They decided to take her. That
was how | got to know the Ronalds. We
formed a friendship, the group of us. They
had talked to me about Dr. Pepper and we
worked a co-ownership on him. That way |
could still own him and he would be able to
be shown.

| have used Dr. Pepper at stud as wall.
He is Naughty Angel's sire. Of course, Pam
Richardson had bought Angel's dam, which
was Heart Breaker, so | worked up a deal
with Pam to breed to Dr. Pepper if | could get
a pick bitch from the litter. This turned out to
be Naughty Angel,

is Dr. Pepper the biggest winner you
have bred?

Yes. John being an owner-handler, not
a professional handler atall, i is quite a feat
to have a special do much of anything. You
have towork very hard at itand lknow he had
alotof disappointments when he first started
specialing him. He had judges actually tell
him, “You have to pay your dues, boy.” _Ha
had to stick with it and not give up. He just
keepgoing, and praﬂysoonthaiudqasstaﬂed
paying attention to him and looking at the
dog. That was a pratty grualinq pace they
had when they were campaigning him. It
was a lot of work and | don't think they would
aver want to do it again. | don't know how
many Breed wins he took, but he did take
142 Group placements. He had thirteen
Bests in Show, eight Sammy specialty wiqs
and five or six Awards of Merit. He is
definitely the biggest winner | have bred, for
sure.

There are several other dogs | have
bred that have done very well, butnone hava
bean campaigned like Dr. Pepper. One of
his sons, whose dam is lce Vixen, has baen
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out being spacialed. That is Ch. Polar Mist
Slice of Pepper. He has two Basts in Show
and several Group placements. Another
Best in Show winner is a half brother to Dr.
Pepper, same dam (Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist
Great White Nerth, CD). Ha lives in Canada
with his owners, Moria Towriss Smith and
Hartley Smith. He has been shown as a
special on a very limited basis. He was
Winners Dog and Best of Winners at the
1986 National. He had been Reserve Win-
ners Dog at the 1984 National (to his uncle
who was Winners Deg, Ch. Polar Mist Val's
Dante from the first Kit and Breaker litter).
He only came to the States to be shown
during National Specialtias. In 1985 he was
Winners Dog the day foliowing the National,
This dog has two Bests in Show as wall.
Probably the top winning bitch | have
bred has been Ch. Polar Mist lce Princess
(whose dam is also lce Vixen), owned by
Belinda Virnich. She has several Group
placements including at least two Group
Firsts. | believe she has gotten as far as
number three top winning bitch one year,

Polar Mist First Stryke.
_
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Vixan has done some nice winning consider-
ing she was only specialed at or around
specialties. She has three Bests in Show at
specialties, plus winning an Award of Merit at
a National. In 1985, she took the Breed
following the Mational in Rochester at the all
breed show, plus a second in Group. Her
kids have gane on to do that kind of winning
as well. There are several other dogs and
bitches that have done some nice winning
with Group placements and spacialty wins

‘and hava been in the top ten or twenty, but

right now no one cther than Slicer is baing
campaigned much.

What are your feelings on Inbread-
Ing, linebreeding and outcrossing? How
do they fit into your plan?

| definitely believe in linabreeding and
inbreeding on the right dogs. | have done a
lot of both. | have done some outcrossing
when | decided | wanted to bring in some-
thing else. | have done some father-daugh-
ter breedings. In fact, my foundation bitch
was the result of a father-daughter breeding.
The Baerstone bitch was heavily linabrad.
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They both proved to be successful and pro-
duced vary well, | have had a lot of success
breeding to lce Breaker.

When | bred Kit to him (lce Breaker is
now twelve years old and Kit is eleven years
old), she was two at the time. | had such
success breading to the dog, the first littar
became all champions. | have used the dog
a lot, probably more than anybody in the
country. He has consistently produced some
really outstanding dogs for me, some nica
winning dogs. We have a multitude of Group-
placing dogs out of him.

| have gone back and linabred on com-
binations | have done with him. | have inbred
with him. | have ona of his daughters that |
bred to him twice. The first litter produced
Ch. Polar Mist Law Breaker |l. He did well
right from the start. At his second show he
ook afour-point major. He finished with five
majors. He won the Puppy Sweepstakes at
the LA Specialty. He was Reserve Winners
Dogatthe LA Specialty fromthe Puppy class
- 6-8 months. The following fall he went on
to take Best Futurity Junior and was Reserve
Winners Dog at the National. After that he
finished with five majors ‘and two Group
placements from the classes. This was one
of my inbred breedings. The Best Futurity
Puppy at the National last year and Bast
Futurity Junior happen to be cousins. Law
Breaker's dam and the dam of the Baest
Futurity Puppy are littersisters. Thare is a lot
of consistency there,

The second time | bred Minx back to
Breaker; the dogs are young, there is one
champion male out of it. So far, Sharon
Hurst owns him. He finished with four or five
majors as well, Thatis Ch, Orion's Bud Light
of Polar Mist. He did very well. He ended up,
going Best Opposite Sex in the Sweep-
stakes at the LA Speciaity. Two years ina
row we have had Best in Sweeps and Best
Opposite Sex with two brothers from two
diffarant litters.

I believe in inbreeding and linebreeding
il you are breading on good dogs and you
know what is behind them because if there
are recessives they are going to come out
and you are going to find them. Sometimes
it is not until years down the road. What is
nice about some of the dogs now that | have
been inbreeding on is that they are older
dogs, we find out what has come out and
what is whare. lt gives you avery good idea.
Certain traits come out with linebreedings
and inbreedings. | have had a lot of success
with it. They are some of the nicest breed-
ings | have done. What produced Spectacu-
lar Bid was a nephew-aunt breeding. | have
done a lot of half brother-half sister, a lot of
grandsire-granddaughter, granddam-grand-
son. Vixen was from a grandson-grand-

Ch. Polar Mist Law Braaker II.

mother breeding as well. Some of my best
dogs have come out of linebreedings and
inbreadings.

| have done some outcrossing. Proba-
bly the mostrecent outcross was when ltock
Vixen to Wolf River's Drumlin, which pro-
duced Ch. Polar Mist Society Girl. She has
donewell, | had alotoffun showing her. She
likes to show. She was Winners Bitch at the
Northern California Specialty |ast year and
at an all breed show the next day as wall.
She picked up both of her majors that week-
end. She justmoves beautifully. Sheisabig
bitch. She is 22 1/2 inches, leggy and sha
can go.

| bred Society Girl (| call her Tess) to
Breaker who is her great grandsire. | kept
two of her offspring from that. Both of them
have done well. The male | kept | am very
excited about. He is two minor points short
of finishing his championship. He has three
majors. He had a Breed win at seven months
old over several spacials. His Ittersister, at
her very first show, picked up a four-paint

major and went Best Opposite over a spe-
cial. | am really excited about these two
young kids. This was not a close linabreed-
ing but it was a linebreading that produced
these guys.

How many Samoyeds do you keep
now?

Ihave eight. |have always stayed pratty
much within six to eight dogs. | don't like to
have more dogs than | can take care of and
give proper attention to, even though | don't
work out, | know other Sammy people have
30, 40 and 50 dogs. |just can't even imagine
20 dogs or even over 10. | have a bitch | co-
own hers with me now so thal gives me
another one. At various times | have other
Sammies here | have bred and it is just so
much more work. | want to keep them
groomed, clean, give them individual atten-
tion and you just can't do it with a lot of dogs
unless you have a lot of help and | have
never had help. | have virtually done every-
thing on my own.

Is eight the maximum number of

“
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Samoyeds you have ever owned at one
tima?

Yes.

How would you rate type, tempera-
mant and soundness in order of Impor-
tance?

Thay are all very important. Iguess you
have to put sound structure at the top of the
list because you have to have sound struc-
ture o have correct typa, in my book. To me,
temperament is very important as well, dis-
position. Most Sammias have really good
temperaments anyway. We are fortunate to
have a breed that has this type of tempera-
ment. In the past, at various timas, | have
sean Sammies that did not have avery good
temperament, That is the exception rather
than the rule. Soundness is vary big on my
list. | see alot of Sammies in the ring that
aren't sound and have a lot of problems, and
it makes me wondersometimes wherethese
dogs are coming from.

Could you describe your ideal dog?

The young male | have right now, Jet
Set'r, is very close to my ideal deg. | am
really excited about him. He is out of Society
Girl and Breaker. Fora male, | like the top of
the standard. Jet Set'r is 24 inches, a bit
over. He is a good-sized boy. |don't like to
see tham any bigger than that. | don’t like to
see the great big ones, but | do like a dog
around the top of the standard with nice
langth of leg. | don't like a body that is too
long.

| have o have necks on my dogs. |like
nice arched necks. It just drives me crazy to
see a head sitling on shoulders without any
necks. That just doesn't appeal to me at all.
| am really a neck person. | like a body with
a tendency towards being cobbier. Not
totally square but as close as possible. Nice
leg, nice neck, nice body, presents a nice
picture.

| like a nice masculine male with nice
bone, a nice coat. | don't like overdone
Sammies. |don't like extremes in any form.
| don't like what most people refer to as the
bear type. | prefer something in the middle,
and | belisve that is what the standard calls
for. | don't like the extremely coarse-looking
dogs.

Onethingthat really bugs meis extreme
bone. Jet has big bone. Everybody who
sees him says he has nice big bone. He has
about the maximum amount of bone | would
like to see on a Sammy. He is notoverdonas,
He is at the limit as far as bone size. | have
seen some that almost look like tree stumps
or samething, they are just huge. You don't
soethem that often but it seems like the ones
| have seen that have such huge bone usu-
ally have a lot of coat as well. They are
overwhelming and a lot of judges put them

Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Saucy Minx.

up. Thatis not what a Sammy is supposed
to be. They do draw your eye because they
stand out. A lot of judges who don’t know
what a Sammy is supposed to be willput that
kind of dog up. Hf they are a bigger-boned
dog | want them to be light on their feet, agile
and able to move. If thay can't, their bone
and structure is loo heavy as far as | am
concerned.

In a bitch, | like a medium size, around
21 inches, nice bone, good coat and head. |
want her to look like a bitch and not be doggy.
| also want to see a nice neck on her. | do
prefer a nice standoff texture to the coat
rather than lots ot volume, on both males and
females. | want good length of leg on both
males and females. Even some of my small
bitches have good length of leg. They arein
proportion. You see some Sams that are
small-looking because their legs are short,
even though they have the body size of a
larger dog. | don't like that type of look at all.

What about eye color and pigment
on your dogs?

At first, some of my dogs had more of a
medium-brown eye. On cccasion | would
get some that had atendency to be a little bit

too light. It is somathing | have worked on.
The things your dogs may be lacking you
want to work on gradually. If they need a
better-textured coat, you don't want to lose
the structure because correct structure isthe
mast important thing, so it is really a gradual
thing. Years ago, the dogs that could move
wera marae coarse and not very pretty. Tha
really pretty ones didn't seem to be able to
mave very well. | wanted a pretty dog that
could move, so | have tried to do it very
gradually without losing the basic structure.
When | add things | will breed to a dog that
has that particular trait, but | don't want to
lose the others. Eye coloris one of those. |
had some lighter eyes and all my dogs that
are under five years old have a dark eye now.
Prior to that time some of them had lighter
eyes. Breaker has a dark eye and | got
darker eyes from him. Drumlin has a dark
aye, too.

| do get a percentage of liver pigment or
brownish-black noses. Of course, avery-
body likes the black and | am not an excep-
tion. If | have my preferenca it is going to be
black, but it doesn't bother me at all to have
adog with aliver-colored nose orlighter if the
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rest of the dog is there. That isn't a priority.
It is something | lika to have and | try to add
it gradually if the right dog has it, but | don't
breed for it. There are othar things that are
more important.

What about biscult In the coats, do
you have much of Iit?

| haven't had much of it. I've had some.
Once in a while you get a puppy that has
more biscuit. Dr. Pepper has abiscuitsaddle
on his back. Silvar Raffles had a biscuit
saddle. These aren't dark biscuit. tisalight
biscuit that blends well. It doesn't stand out
to whare it really catches your eye because
it is lighter, but it is a biscuft. | have seenitin
dogs at differant ages. It will come in with a
new coat. Sometimes it will come in darker,
maybe a couple years down the line the
biscuit is lighter. The same pattern is there
but it comes in lighter with different coats
sometimes. | have sean that happen. | have
saeen it with Dr. Pepper. There are diffarent
ages when he was lighter then it got darker,
but it isn't a real standoff biscuit. | have bred
a couple of puppies that had quite a bit of
biscuit on them. Most of mine have some
around the head, the ear area. Not all of
them, but a good percentage of them. | get
apercentagethat havebiscuit freckles, which
| think is really cute. | have naver had any
with the real dark freckles. In fact, you don't
really know they are freckles until they have
had their bath. | have seen Sammies with
really dark freckles onthem, Acouple | have
bred have a medium-color freckle.

What do you like in ears in type and
garset?

| like a medium-length ear. Thething is
some of the dogs | started with like Nikki, my
foundation bitch, was linebred Drayalens.
The Drayalene dogs had big ears. A lot of
tha Misty Way dogs had big ears. They
seamed to go with lags. A lotof the time you
had nice legs and big ears. A lot of the good
moving dogs had tha bigger ears as well. |
have some big ears back there and every
once in a while they come through. A lot of
my dogs tend to have a higher sarset. | like
the earset that the standard calls for. Thatis
probably a preferred earset but | do have a
little higher earset on some of my dogs.
Some of them also have a bigger ear. Most
of them anymore have a medium-sized ear.

On occasion when you get out of the
Northwast into other areas where other lines
have bean dominant, you find some very tiny
@ars, | am not used to seeing that kind of ear,
not juston my dogs but in this whole area you
don't see tiny ears very often. it almost looks
deformed to me to see a little tiny ear. The
dogs' ears should ba of medium length, not
too big and not too small.

What about the tail and the set of the
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tall?

What the standard calls for. Idon't have
much problem with the tailsat. The tailssts
on most of my dogs are very nice and cor-
ract, Nikki had ashorttail. Sassy had ashort
tail. Vixen has a shor tail.

Does ltcropupeveryonce inawhile?

It does crop up. Breaker has a long tail.
| have brad to Breaker a lot so he has halped
to put some length of tailon my dogs. | have
gotten some nice long tails. | guess since |
had several dogs that had short tails, | am
justtotally in love with a long tail. Mostof the
tails on my dogs now are the correct length,
but on occasion | get a short tail. 1 is not
short short, but it is a half inch short of
reaching the hock or somewhere in that
naighborhood.

What are the most serlous faults in
Samoyeds today?

Fronts are a saricus fault. | see a lot of
bad fronts. They are slowly starting to get
better. | know it is something | have worked
real hard on, although | have never had any
really serious front problems. | have always
had really good rears, strong rears. The old

Ch. Polar Mist Dr. Pepper.
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Misty Way dogs had really strong rears. |
have always had to deal with a really strong
rear and try to find a front to go along with
those good rears when | wanted to breed
out. That's one of the main reasons | used
Breaker so much, he has a really good front
and so did his dam, which | feel was excal-
lent. | will go to specialties and sit and watch
judging. It seems like the corners, the down
and backs are the most popular places for
people to sit and watch. That is one of the
biggest problems | see, the fronts.

Another thing, | see a lot of good driving
rears, | see a lot of good side gait coming
through on dogs, much better than | used to
soe a fow years back. | will see ones that
have really nice side gait then when | watch
them going and coming they are doing funny
things going both ways, or cne or the other.,
| sae that as a problem. | have sean soma of
the top winning dogs that are doing really
well, that are real close inthe rear, toeing out
and looking hocky. They are flipping their
fronts around or Knitting or someathing. It
seams the breed as a whola has improved
on side gait quite a bit, but | am seeing a lot
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of "not clean” coming and going.

| see alotof parallal hocks when the dog
is gaiting. They are supposed to form a V
when they are in a trot. Itis a slight V going
away from you. In the majority of Sammies
| ses, the hocks are parallel because they
are not falling toward the centerline, that's
called single-tracking. Thatis why thay form
the V, becausethe legs are coming in toward
the center. Most of them | sea are paralls|
and close in the rear as well. A lot of judges
are putting these dogs up even if there is a
dog that has more correct movemant. A lot
of the judges apparently haven't studied the
standard or they don't know it that well, and
they don't realize this V look is the correct
way forthe rearto look, not like a Collie which
is close with the parallel hocks. Inthe visual
standard they did for AKC on the tape, they
used Dr. Pepper as the exampla for the
correct rear going away. His rearis just right
on.

There was a gal at some shows last
month who has a puppy she had gotten from
me who has a nice rear and is very correct.
She took Reserve with him, it was a big
class. She is a novice and she went up and
asked the judge what he thought of her dog
and he mentioned this dog's V-lype rear.
That was one thing he didn't like about the
dog because the dog's feet were coming in.
{laughter) She said, “Isn’t that the way they
are supposad to look?" | said, “Yes, they
are.” This isprobably oneofthe only dogs in
the ring who had the correct rear but be-
cause he was different and didn"t look like
the others with their parallel hocks, the judge
thought there was something wrong with
that dog.

Isthe Samoyed Standard a good one?

Yes.

Would you llke to see anything
changed?

Yes. The one thing | would like to sea
changed is the standard for bitches to be 22
inches. In fact, from talking with Bob Ward
thatwastobethecriginal standard forbitches.
The story | hava heard is that when it was
typed, the secretary who was to send this in
tothe AKC put in the 21 inches instead of 22.
That is the way it was accepted.

Was it just a typographical error or
was that just the way she wanted todo it?

| get the drift that it was the way she
thought it should be. | am not sure if it was
typographicalorifthatis whatshe personally
wanted and put it in. The reason might be
because on the East Coast the dogs tend to
be smaller. In this part of the country, my
bitches thatare 21 1/2 inches are considered
medium-sized bitches. |am showing a bitch
right now, an Angel daughter wha is 19 1/2
inches and sha is the smallest bitch in the

ring. In fact, she gets lost in the ring soma-
times. |like to gat atthe end of tha ring with
her so she isn't stuck in the middle some-
where because she is small. Everyone
commants, “Boy, is she small”® The top of
the standard bitches everyone calls me-
dium-sized.

Tess (Society Girl) at 22 1/2 inches is
considered a big bitch and she IS a big bitch.
| had another bitch that won like crazy. She
was a really good maving bitch. She was
closely linebred on Silver Raffles and the
Bazerstone combination. Shewas 23inches,
had a real long neck, she pulled hersell way
up. She had a pretty good coat and she
looked huge. When she pulled that neck up
she looked much biggerthan 23inches. She
didn't have one bit of trouble getting her
championship. She even had a Canadian
championship. She was showy and she
could outmove everything in the ring. She
finished like crazy, but here is this big 23-
inch bitch that looked evan bigger.

Youtake a 25 1/2-inch male, two inchas
over standard, | don't think you could even
win with a dog that big. It would be very
difficult. It would look so extremely large.
People don't consider a 22 or a 22 1/2-inch
bitch extremely large. | really feel 22 inches
would be reasonable for a bitch height.

Another thing that bugs me a little bit in
the standard is on nose color where it says
“Preference - black.”" It goes on to say the
othercolors are not to be penalized, but thay
are penalized. | would like to see it just say
“Nose color - black, liver, dudley or shades
thereof.” Those are the nose colors, A good
parcentage orour Sammies do havethe liver
nose. The word "prefarence” leads a lot of
people into colering noses. It is for that
reason they fesl they can't compete. | read
in one of the interviews recently about the
nose color where a judge had two dogs he
liked and put up the one with the black nose
overthe otherone because of the coleref the
nose. He was penalizing the other dog
because of nose color. The word preference
tends o create that. | know of a lot of dogs
that have really done some big winning and
been top winners that have dyed nosas. ltis
a shame they feel they have to do that to be
able to be competitive. That is another thing
| would like to see eliminated - the word
preference.

Do you special your champlons very
much?

Ne, | don't. For one thing, | lived in
Montana. We lived in Oregon and moved to
Mantana and lived there for eight years. Dog
shows were along way away. Theonlytime
| will special my dogs is at a specialty or just
onoccasion forthe funof it. | do nothave the
will or the desire to do it. | like to show my

own dogs. To methat is fun; | enjoy beingin
tha ring and showing the dogs, but | like to da
things otherthan showing dogs. |liketo hike,
| lika to ski and other things. | don’t want to
gotodog shows every weekend. Infact, two
weakends in a row is plenty. | like to havea
couple of weekends oft and | am not avidly
into it to just go every single weekend and
run myself into the ground.

It is a lot of work. It is fun to show the
dogs but you are only in the ring for a few
minutes. The work is getling there and it
seems like | always had to drive a long way.
| am back in Cregon now, but | live in cantral
Oregoen and it is still driving several hours to
shows. | am closar than | was in Montana,
but I still have several hours of driving. |have
always done this by myself. H | go with a
girfriend, they have their own dogs, | am
loading, unloading, grooming, driving for
hours and it is a lot of work. | justdon't want
to do thatl to myself, this constant "on the
road and hitting all the dog shows” typs
thing. lam really not into the specialing. Ido
it bacause it is fun and when it ceases to be
fun then | don't want to do it.

| really don't have the income te hire a
top-notch handler to special a dog for me. |
form co-ownerships with people who want ta
special and do special; that is fine if that is
what they want to do. Some have handlers
and some do it themselves. Thatis the way
| like to doit.

Doaes making the top ten or twenty
mean anything to you?

It is nice to have dogs upthere, butthere
again you have to have somebody willing to
show them and | usually don't do it mysel,
There are a lot of nice dogs out there that
never made it or some of them naver even
saw a show ring because of the circum-
stances or weren't ableto be shown and they
could have bean top winning dogs. H you
have some nice dogs and they are abla to be
shown, itis nice if they make the top ten and
gat the recognition.

To be continued...
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