THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY A




The Samayed Owartery

Samoyed people

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks wit
Judy Mears
TRAILBLAZER

Arvada, Colorado
Pare II

This miereaene was conducted af

the-hame of Tudy Mears i dugut of

1999 by Breade Abbott,

Do you helpy your mothers wheip?

I'm there. [ watch them. [
leave them alone and ler them
do it. 1 learned that very early
on. | want my girls to be as nat-
ural as possible. I I have wo do
a Gesection, I spay them when
they are on the table, and I don't
breed them again, 1 don't want
to breed for Cesecions, [ want
to breed a pawral dog that can
easily whelp. They break the
sac. They lick the puppy. Then
I take it-and weigh it and puta
collar on it

Chech the toes, (langhter)

Yes, count the toes and
check that there are no cleft
palates and then put it back with
mom until the next one comes
along. We've had three litters af
ten puppies and that's oo many
puppies. Ideally, T like six or
seven. But the girls do fine.
Tiny litle Allie who weighs 37
pounds whcl]l)cd ten puppies
when she was bred to Indi. We
lest two of them. Two of them
were stillborn but she raised
eight mice puppies. And it's
something that [ really swress
that if they can't whelp natrally
and they can't raise the puppics
withowt help, then I'm nat going
to breed them again, and I'm
not going to sell the puppies as
show quality. Breeding health is
too important, and we have too
many people out there breeding
dogs that won't naturally breed
a bitch:and breeding bitches that
can't whelp naturally. I'm not
going to do like my husband
who used to tease me and say,
*Let them go out under the barn
and have their puppies and
when the puppies are old
enough to walk out, then that’s
what you keep.” (laughter] No,
I'm not living on the farm any-
moTe.

But there are some things aboul
the farm that you still heep,

Ch. Traitblaer Yakon Sunset UL, “Spreey.”

[ still treasure the genctic
help. The idea that a dog can
breed a biteh without help and
that a bitch will stand to be bred

without having to be muzzled. [
have had bitches in here when 1
wis using Kit and Buck that had
to be muzeled o be bred. But 1
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wouldn’t want a puppy out of
that no matter how nice the
bitch is, [ want a bitch that wall
stand there and flirt and dance

._
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Ch. Trailblazer Shooting Star and Ch, Traitblazer Winter Dezon UD, both ai seventeen sonths of age.

and when it's ime to be stll,
cock her tail over, brace her legs
and get bred, [ want a dog tha
knows which end and how o
get it in withowt help. I'm there.
[ don't leave them alone: But o
me, it's really important that
they be able to breed naturally,
whelp naturally, and nurse pup-
pies without having to have
help.

Do yous supsplerent your pupspnes?

Ihis last lier;, when [ bred
Allie 1 Indi, we had eight pup-
pies. She is a uny bitch and two
of those puppics were four
ounce pupples, So we supple-
mented those two puppies and
they did just fine. We just sup-
plemented them once a day, n
the evening. But under normal
circumstanees, no, [ don't,

No herare efforts.

No, I went through that
with the first litter we had with
Paymaster Stormproofl Cotton
when she had whelping prob-

lems and the autoimmune prob-
lems. We hand-raised those
puppies, We were hand-feeding
them every two hours and they
still all died. Ar that point 1
decided; with Jerry's strong
help, that if they can’t breed nat-
urally and they can't raise the
puppies naturally, 1 am not
going to continue with it.

You are nof .-frJfrJ__g rrﬂ_;‘.ﬁ‘m{}' iy

farwors, are yau?

No, I'm not going o rase
Bulldog puppics that have to be
bred aruficially, wo be C-sec-
tioned, ‘and hand-raised. I'm
going 1o breed-a nawral, strong
bloodline or I'm not going to do
it at all, And little, tiny Allie
had ten puppies and she raised
them with our help only with
the two four-ounce puppies.
They are pretty nice puppics. |
uy to do as linle as possible. 1
love o sit and watch them. 1
weigh them every day. I take
them to the vet and have ther

dewclaws done and their shots.
[ don’t do all of that stuff
myself, I figure that’s what vets
are for. I want a natural dog. 1
want a dog that can breed natu-
rally. I want a dog that can
whelp naturally, that sull has the
instinets of the primitive dog
that we are supposed to be
bréeding.

What kind of rowtine da you use
wihen Yo are ;'cu:;iug yanr J'i-i':?‘}‘!?r':".i.?
{i there anything specal that you do?

[ don't like to have a lot of
people over to see them until
they are three weeks old. I
might let one or two special peo-
ple come over to see them as
voungsters, But ['try to keep
things quiet for mom. I don’
do any supplemental feeding
until they are about fifteen to
sixteen days old and then 1 stant
making lietle hamburger balls
like Doris used to feed. It's so
much fun to hold those little
hamburger balls and have the
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uppies suck them out of your
Eug{'rs, (laughter) And that's
when I'll start having special
people over. Tl say, “We are
going to do hamburger balls
{or|iglxi. Do You want 1o come
over and help feed the pup-
pies?™ 1 feed the bitch lams
Puppy food. [ start them on
puppy food when they whelp
because it's higher in calories
and vitammns, [ feed it wo them
wet. Generally by the ume the
bhabies themselves aré three
weeks old, mom is cating nine
cups of food a day to keep the
puppies fat and healthy,  But
with that, they stay fau and
healthy, I'] whelp a puppy, 1
don’t lose a puppy. Probably in
the last fifteen litters I've had,
I've lost one puppy. I made
Susan put that puppy down
because he was in the birth
canal too long, He was mentally
deficient.
Croygen defrived.




Yes. We both knew that
there was something wrong with
him but she kept working and
working to get him to nuise and
rull throu She finally said
rerself, “Mom, he's not right”
And I said, “Okay, this is-grow-
ing up and being a breeder.
You have w take him in o the
vet. You have to make the deci-
sion.” So she took the pug}p:.- in
and had him put down, II pup-
pies are born alive, they survive
because I oy 1o do it very natu-
rally. I let mom whelp. I let
mom clean them up. If mom
can't do it, I don't want to breed
her. T don’t want 1o continue
with her. It's always been a fear
of mine, What if I'm at work
and they whelp early? Would
they lay there and all the pup-
pics die because I couldn't be
there with them 24 hours 4 day
for a week hefore they whelp?
Or maybe a week after they are
duc? Nawral breeding health -
the ability to breed naturally, to
whelp naturally - is extremely
important to a bloodline, And
it's necessary that we don't lose
3 .

I’ one that ts often overlonked.
People are willing to_forgive those

Himgs

m{{ﬁ- If a dog can't mount a
bitch and breed her, one of them
should not be bred. Maybe
other people will feel that I'm
wrong, but I really do believe
that,

At wihiat age do you fike to evaly-
ale your pipbics?

You can't keep from looking
at them from the tme they are
born, T will never say that T can
tell anything about a wet puppy
- they are squashed and wet and
little squirmy puppies. [ can tell
which is gﬂin[i; to be-a pretty
head for what I'm working with,
[ can tell if they have bone
length that I like. You can tell a
short neck. You can twll a long
neck. You can tell if the upper
arm and shoulder blade are of
cqual length and if the upper
thigh and lower thigh are of
equal length on a newbarn, You
can take your fingers and mea-
sure them, I feel that with any-
body, evaluating a litter is some-
thing you do every time you
look at them. You do a lot of it
Just sitting by the whelping box
and looking at them. How can
you not just sit and watch them
squirm and grunt and nurse and
sleep? 1 waste a lot of time
doing that when [ have puppies:
Thar's one reason why I don't
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do puppies very often. I'm cval
uaung them constandy. I don'i
make any final judgment until
they are about ten weeks old,
because there are so many
things that grow and change and
shift. You have to watch a
puppy in the litter. You have 1o
watch them outside playing.
You have to watch them to see
wheo tries to do things, who's
into sull, who's running across
the yard without stumbling,
who's surefooted, who's always
into mischief.

I start bringing the puppies
upstairs when they are two and
one-hall weeks old. At first, all

they do is lay on the blankets:

(because I'll spread out blankets)
in the family room. We'll just
sit'and watch them squirm and
nurse. Then I take them back
downstairs after an hour. Buras
they get up on their feet and
stumble to the door and start

foing outside, | am constandy

evaluating them. You have 1o,
It's just automatic. “ like the
way this one walks around. |
like the chest shape on this one.
I like the length of arm on that
one. I like the head on this
one.” Sometimes there is one
that is just so adventurous that it
stands out. Sometimes there is
one that is shy. It's a constant
process and that's why when
people come to evaluate a puppy
and pick a puppy out of the it
ter, if they mnsist on doing thar,
it’s okay. But I'd much rather
know what they want and tell
them which puppy will have the
qualities they want. You are
constantly evaluating that pu;ﬁ:}-
from the day it is borm until the
dav it dies.

Structure, body shape, chest
shape, length utyuppcr arm,
length of shoulder, and length of
leg are very important 1o me.
The way the pelvis sits. The
length of the upper thigh, the
lower thigh uﬂcfl.ht hock all
mean a lot o me. I'm more a
body person than [ am a head
I:ers:.mi [ like a pretty head, but
ieads are more subjective. And
a lor of the heads that [ see now
are, (o me, very coarse. But the
body type 15 so thoroughly dis-
cussed in our standard as to
what the angles are supposed o
be and what the movement is
supposed to be, that that has
always been my concentration -
a good hody, )

Do you think the standard is 4
oo ane?

1 believe it is one of the best

standards that AKC has. T was
very glad that it didn't get
rewritten and reordered when
AKC was asking everybody o
do that. There 15 some logic in
AKC’s desire to reorder the
standards because there were
some that were very vague, but
ours is not a vague standard,
Ours is very precise. The peo-
ple who wrote that standard
spent years measuring the angles
and describing exactly what is
there. I'm pglad thae it is a liude
bit vague on some of the head
qualities. The things that set
basic head type are exact, like
the equilateral tmangle between
the middle of the stop and the
cars. That gives you a good
head shape, a good skull shape,
a pood placement for the ears.
The fact that the outer edpe of
eve should tip up to the base of
the ear tells you that it's an
almond-shaped eye that tips up,
not sitting fat on the head,
unless you have ears that sit on
the side of the head. Then I
guess if vou have ears that sit on
the side of the head then, well ...

There are so many exact
requiremnents that are set in our
standard that are so beaunfully
described.  The exact 45-degree
angles. 1 know there are people
who say it's not possible, but
you and | both know that there
are dogs that have very good
angles. The length of back, the
length af rib as opposed o the
length of loin. I've learned whar
I can find in my puppics and
what will come through, T've
been fooled sometimes, When
you outcross to a dog, some-
times you get things that you
don't want to go with the things
that you want, There is a young
boy that [ co-own and show
right now that is too short in
loin. He has taught me exactly
why lee Breaker went wide in
the rear. Iee Breaker was too
short in the loin. And this dog
has one of the pretiest frones
that I've ever seen on a dog but
he's oo short i lom, I he's wo
excited, he goes wide in the rear.
He also has a wonderfully long
neck and a perfectly sa'aped
chest and long shoulder blade
and long upper arm and a won-
derful atitude toward life. Se
I'll suffer with his wide rear.
Every dog has good qualities
and cvery dog has faults. OQur
standard really describes perfec-
tion and a breeder has to decide,
*This is what I'm going to strive
for first,” 1 don’t know if you
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remember Silveracre’s Trailblaz-
er or not,

That was before I actually mixed
fere, but you fimshed him about the
time I def wiowse fere,

Sparky had a preny head.
He had a long neck and preity
coat. He ha§ a terrible front
and not much better of a rear,
{laughter) He raught me about
bud fronts and bad rears. Lucki-
ly, I got Silveraeres T'Blazer
Regina who had a very good
Front. She had soft pasterns and
bad feet. (laughter) She had a
very good front. extremely good
sidegait, a wonderful clean rear,
nice V-rear that was really, real-
ly good. And, except for her flat
feer and her curly coat, she was
as good a structured dog as any-
thing I ever had. She taught me
son much, but she was strong for
that front and [ wanted to keep
the front. She taught me what
good fronts looked and felt like,
I tried hard to keep it; and ]
think 1 have. I've gotten the
front that [ want consistently,

I'm «till working on rears, [
still get that narrow rear some-
times that drives me nus. Bur [
get better rears, [ get geod side-
gait most of the ame. 1 wish
more people paid atention to
the fine details of the standard,
I'm tired of secing tight tails.
We see more tails right now that
would belong o an Akita better
than they do to a Sammy. 1
heard one very réspected jud
say that she didn't mind a r.ipict
tail because at least the dog
didn't drop it in the ring. Well,
our standard says that the judge
should see the il up over the
back, naturally, once during
Judging. The standard says the
tail doesn’t have to be up the
whole time the dog is in the
ring. So we have people breed:
ing for ri'iht tails so they will be
up over the back when our stan-
dard very specifically speaks
against that,

Our standard calls for a
good foot. But if you read what
our standard calls for opposed
to Malamutes or Siberian
Huskies, we have a looser foot,
longer toes, and that is why we
come up with some flat feet
sometimes, especially with the
back feet where the toes pop up,
which is really a very weak foot,
There are a lot of them in the
breed and always have been.
There is«a lot of variety of type,
but whar bothers me the most
right now is we arc getting so
many dogs that are really big




and over-boned - coarse, They
have bone and head thiat belong
on a Malamute instead of a
Samoved. I you look at the siee
of the heads on some of our
dogs, they are as big as Mala-
mute heéads and we are not sup-
posed 1o be breeding Mala-
mutes. We are supposed to be
breeding a mid-range dog, some-
l11l1‘|j., h:,m een a Malamute and a
Siberaan. They are not a racng
dog. They are not a freighung
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Ch. Duwsha's Trathieer of Sevlah, "Belle,”

dog. Theéy are a general pur-
pose dog. They are a dog that
should be able 1o function in
agility, run and play, and not be
a heavy, plodding show dog,

Are there any changes you wondd
srke o M Lfr.'MJ'ﬂhi §

Not really. 'We have a very
good standard. We've had
some Interesting Interpretation
of the standard lately, [ like the
variety in styles that our dogs
have, 1 have Found, very much

as 've matured in the breed and
learmed about the breed, what [
want to change. [ want a more
moderate dog instead of a big,
heavy-headed, heavy-boned
dog. I don't think the Sammy
was originally supposed to be a
great, big, ovérdone dog. And
we see a lot of those now. It's a
moderate dog with moderate
bone and a moderate Coat.
There are short-coated dogs and
there are long-coated dogs.
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Both are okay, but the Sammy is
supposed o be a moderate dog
In most WRYE. Not extreme
teddy bear head, although I've
seen some pretty teddy bear
heads that T liked.

When [ first started, |1
thought 1 wanted a very short,

square muzzle with a longer

backskull: My ideal now has
changed to a linle bit of a longer
muzzle, in proportion, probably
6040 skull to I:-.aui:s.kuﬁ. rather




than 203 to' 143 which 1 Lhnu%'ht
was ideal filteen years ago. It's
interesting that in some parts of
the country, in Califorma, most
of the heads are half-and-half -
hall muzzle and half’ backskull,
On the East Coast, we have a
lot of very short, very heavy
heads. Just a lot broader, heav-
ier head, The head has to fit the
body. I had a dog, Silvéracres
Trailblazer, and his head was
way too big for his body. He
looked okay in coat, but out of
coat he looked like he was going
to fall over on his nose. (laugh-
ter} He did a lot for me. He goc
me started. Unformunately. I can
see a lot of fauls in the dog now
that I couldn’t see then.

Wam't ignorance bliss? 1 mean
s all start that way, (leughier)

Yes, and vou love :%u: dog in
spite of faults. period. Sparky
also did a ot for us, He got us
started.  But I don't think thae if
I hiad the dog now that | would
breed him. T adored him. But 1
would never have anything out
of him now, and yet; he gave me
my foundaton stock - Trailblaz-
er's Silver Talisman and Trail-
blazer Talaria - and everything
I have goes back to one of those
dogs.

The only thing that I believe
I 'would change in our standard
is the descripnion of the foor. A
hare foor has a tendeney, with
the long 1o0es, to be fla It says
slightly Rattish. The hare foot
that i slightly Ratish is not as
healthy as a tghter foot, but not
necessarily a tight eat foor. [
don’t want to go to an extreme
¢at [oor, but an oval foot, some-
thing on the order that the
Shelue or a Collie has. Then
you don’t have the splayed
poppy toes. I've never scen a
Collie with splayed back toes,
They are very common in Sam-
mies. A rounded snowshoe foot
or an oval foot, I really think is
healthier than the longer, shght
Iy flawsh hare foot that our stan:
dard calls for. When you have
a slightly flawish foor, genetical:
Iy, you have a connection to a
weak pastern, There is just a
fine lime berween a shghily slop:
ing pastern and & weak pastern
that is so easy to cross. If you
don't keep a dog with soft
pasterns exercised and on good
tooting, then they end up with
weak feet that have pmhﬁ:m-i!'
the dog needs to do anything
besides lay on the couch.

So the slight slope to. the pattern
£ pordand,
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You have wo have SLIGHT
slope to the pastern. I don't
mean a straight pastern, by any
means, because if youn have a
straight pastern then you run
intty the straight upper arms and
the straighter shoulders and the
dog comes down too hard and
destroys their feet. You have to
have the spring.  But we are also
not supposed o have the Ger-
man Shepherd Dog where they
are down on their pasterns.
And there are some Sammies
that are down on their pasterns
more than I would like, I've
kind of always had a thing about
bad feer because my foundation
bitch, Silveraeres T Blazer Regi-
na, had bad feet.

Good feer are important.
You have to have a good foun-
dation. You have to have a
good body and a healthy dog,
You should have a good coat.
You shouldn't have w brush a
coat evervday to Keep it from
being matted. Allie hasn't had a
bath and she hasn't had a brush
on her for six months and you
couldn'’t tell it because she has a
hard texture to her coat. It
sheds dirt.  She goes out and
plavs and runs and digs
TREMENDOUS holes {laugi-
ter) and because of the quality of
the coar, the dirt falls out, It's
just not a problem with her.
Coat quality is something I've
always really wanted. 1 don't
want a long, droopy glamour
coat. I ean admit that they are
beautiful. And 1 don't want a
coat that has to have so much
junk in it to hold it up at the dog
show. When I judged the
Sweepstakes at the I{Tatiﬂlml Spe-
cialty last year in Southern Cali-
forma, | ook two wet handrow-
els o the ring with me because |
knew I would have a lot of pup-
pies with a lot of garbage in therr
coats and I wanted to be able o
wipe my hands off and keep
them clean. I don't think wipes
with the socky swiff 5 what vou
want so 1 just took two wet tow-
els ringside with me so 1 could
tell which dogs had garbage in
the coats. I used to do it mysell.
I had a retail store and sold all
of that swif, and I used it 100.
But a correct coat docsn’t need a
lot of stufi. A correct coat, with
just & litle bit of water and some
brushing, looks good, How
many dogs now do veu see with
real sitvertips? I vou hold the
hair up to the light, the last half
inch of that guard hair is ténslu-
cent, so vou really see the silvei-

tips iz;lisu:n.
“ou Rave o leave i on i order

for e 1l

Oh; you could pull out a
hair or two. You don't want (o
be scissoring hair. (laughter)
And that's something else. How
can a judge be foaled by a scis-
sored coat? Scissoring cuts off
and blums the ends. of the hair.
All you have to do is run your
hands against the texwre of the
hair and you can feel . Circunt
Breaker, in coat, had too much
coat. That’s why I loved to
show him in half o three-fourths
coat because he was pretty then,
When he was in full coat, he
looked like a haystack. Buua
true coat is when that dog can
o out and roll and play and run
and come back in the house and
shake (they always shake in the
house) and they are almost
clean. Or you can brush them
and they look great

When did you decide to become a

Judge?

I've had friends say. “Judy.

vou need to bea judge,” for
about ten vears. [didn’t want to
get into the paolitics of getting
Judging assinments. I've seen
too many people trade assign-
ments for wins. [ didn’t want to
do it. Then I saw two different
individuals apply for and get
licenses for Sammies, and these
are not necessarily Samoyed
breeders: They are just two
people whom I have absolutely
and utterly no respect for and
thiey were judging my bréed, 1
said to mysell, “Judy, if you
don’t have guts enough o stand
up out there and tell people
what you think in public, then
you need to keep vour mouth
shut.” So I talked o Jerry and
he was very supportive. We
talked about how expensive it
would be to de this. But 1 fele
that if 'm going 1o criticize other
people then I need o put my
ideas on the line and let other
?cuplc eriticize my ideas; 1oo.
Ir 1 could let other people
change my breed and let them
do what they want to, I don't
expect everyone o agree with
me. [ don't expect everybody o
respect what I do on any one
dayv. I'm sure I'll make some
mistakes, but they will be honest
mistakes. I'll do them because 1
saw what I saw at that tme and
not mavbe something else that
was covered up.

It's an interesting process. 1
don’t know how many people
have even checked into being a
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Judge but it’s a very expensive
process, The paperwork is not
expensive. It's just time-con-
suming, In a way, the require-
ments are not high encugh - ten
years in the breed, five liters,
and two champions out of five
litters, If vou can't produce two
champions out of five litters then
vou haven't learned anything, It
gives me horrors to think of
someone breeding five litters
and not finishing two champi-
ons, You don't even have to lin-
1sh the champions yvourself, You
can take a mediocre animal-and
put it out with a professional
handler and sell coune it if you
bred that dog that the handler
finished. There are people who
don’t have the ability to show
dogs, who don't have the talent
fand it does take a certan talent
and coordination to get out
there), and an ability to forget
what a fool you look like. But [
really decided that if I was going
to criticize other people and feel
upset that other people were
judging my breed, then I needed
to put what [ felt on the line and
do it

[ talked ta Jerrv abour the
moenetary comnutment and told
him that I figured it would costa
minimum of 55,000 for two
years. I've been lucky in that
I've gouen my five provisional
assigniments. {had mry first one
in March and the Gfth provision:
al assignment will be Labor Day
weekend. Then I can think
abour going for a second breed
or doing something else, if 1
want to, And I will. Tl apply
for Siberians. I have plans to go
to the Siberian Husky Nadonal
Specialty. already made, I've
always liked Siberians, so that's
a logical follow-up,

'fll.ldging it educational, wo.
It's a chance to see other peo-
Elr:'s dogs and to go over other

loodlines. I've had my hands
on some dogs whom I've
watched but had never touched.
I've been really pleased with
some of the animals I've seen. |
was very flattered with one dog
that 1 saw in Galifornia las:
spring because | had done the
Sweepstakes in California last
fall. A parucular handler had
two or three dogs in Sweep-
stakes under me and [ think he
got ribbons on a couple of them,
But they didn't really move like
I ke a dog 1o move. He obvi-
ously watched very closely for
what [ liked because he brought
me something [ reafly liked the
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Trablazer Winddancer, WB wnth Ch. Cascade s Kokopelly, BOS at Central Wyomme KC, May 22, 1898.

next ume.  That 15 the key to 1w
You watch a judge and say,
“Qkay, this judge likes what 1
do or this judge doesn’t like
what T.do,. Or this judge values
this ..." Il you can't watch a
judge and see what their empha
515 15,-either they don't have any-
thing that they like in the ring ar
they like them all, That makes
it ough either way, But you
should be able to sée where the
emphasis 15, When you have
someone who watches what vou
do and brings something you
like nexe time, thit's very flatter-
ing,

When you step fnto the ring,
iwdtere s your emfilaons?

I use o hate it when people
said balance because it ook me
 long time to understand what
balance is. But you ean't go
lonking for just one quality. 1
want-an athlete doz, They are

suppoased w be a working dog.
And granted, I've never bred
sled dogs. I've never worked
sled dogs. I've worked obedi-
ence; but I've always aimed at a
dog that was capable ol doing
what they were bred o do and
that have the brains and body o
do it It's easy to get lost i a
precey head, prety coat and
showmanship, But you have to
have the body, You can't judge
the brains. No way in the show
ring <an vou judge the talent
and ability to be a working dog:
an agility dog, a herding dog, a
sledding dog, a mult-function
athletic amimal. But that's what
[ want. The first thing [ look for
i5 the dog that 15 so smooth and
ecasy on its feer. 1 don't care if
they bait. It is prewy to $ee a
dog that baits, but if the weather
is-bad and it’s hot, I'm not going
to penalize a dog that is not bait

ing or standing square.

Tadl up or down, vight? ds long
as you see tf wh once? (laughter)

Well, ves. As long as | see
the tail come up while they are
moving. Lhe tail comes up by
isell without the handler hold-
mg it up. But il you read our
standard, it says that the tal
should be up once. It docsn’t
say that they have o stand there
like a rock with thew cars up all
of the tume, Youneed to be able
to judge the head. You need to
be able to judge the :::h-:prr:ﬁsitm
and where the ears set, And [
don't think vou can judge where
the ears set by pushing them up,
either. The way the neck sets
on the body. the topline, the
way they use their feet and the
quality of the feet, the quality of
tatlset is-all so much more
important than whether they
hald up their ears all of the tme.
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Yes: irista dog show, but dog
shows were designed o prove
that the dog meets the standard,
not that it can stand and bait
like a fool for a piece of liver.

I you only haed Evo dogs i the
ring and e fad what you considered
f_i]'?r‘ and the other had ;_i:'nluuf.!l IO
mieaid, weifieh one woutld you fick?

You can't do that, Brenda.

But you might have thal sitwa-
fiom,

I already have. (laughter)

Obery, swhat dief you put np?

I put up the dog with type
that day because the dog that
had good movement did naot
have the qualities that 1 consid-
er, The standard calls for cer-
tain qualities in head shape and
coat type. I'm niot saying an in-
coat or out-of-coat dog, An
incorrect coat is wrong whether
they are in-coat or out of coat,
You can el a correct coat even




when they are out of coat if you
know what you are looking at. 1
had a dog that moved well but
just simply was not a good L:TC-
I put up the poorer moving do
that had correct type. It wasn’t
exaggerated type. It was correct
type. You always hope for both,
Li'mugh.

You think that over the years you
have seen breeder-judges or all-
arounder judges do a beller job?

I'll go at that sideways,
When I fhirst staried showing
dogs, the Herding dogs and the
Working dogs were in the same
Group. And we had a lot of
Colhe brecder-judges judging
Sammies. A lot more than we
do now. They always went for
the dog with the ears up and
looking pretty. Grooming and
showmanship were more impor-
tant. [ want all of it; but mostly
I want the body, Not a fat
body, 1 want a showy dog if [
can get a showy dog. 1 wanta
correct body in good working
condition. Does that answer the
guestion or did I go at it wrong?

Ouier the years you've seén styles
7] jw{?fng' change.  Who do you think
auer dfe years does @ better fob — the
breeder-fudge or the ones that come
ﬁi':m all-arouned, not necessartly just
e other breed

The judges who have moreé
than one breed have a tendency
to look more at the whole dog
and not just a piece of the dog,
I'm not denigrating our breeder-
judges, We have some good
breeder-judges.  But I averall
like to seea judge who has the
full Working Group; at least.
We have some good breeder-
Jjudges who do the full Working
Group. We have some good
breeder-judges who only are
doing a couple of breeds. But
knowing all dogs and studying
the canine, not just the outside
covering, but the inside of the
dog, makes a better judge.

You mentionce that you are gotng
to apply for Stberians also. What
ather breeds, and why are you going
Jor other breeds ¥

Because I love dogs. For ten
vears [ had a retail business
called the Kennel Shop and, at
that time, I had customers for all
breeds because we went to the
shows constantly, 5¢ 1 had w0
study the standards: I had o
learn how to and how to
train so that [ would know how
to recommend both grooming
and training products for the
various breeds. T really learmed
to enjoy studving other breeds.
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I had very good friends with
Malamutes, Siberians, Labrador
Retrievers, Collies and some of
the Terriers. 1 learned to really
appreciate some of the other
breeds. besides just Sammies.

If I want to be able to judge
and be able 1o afford it, I need 1o
think about judging other
breeds. I feel like [ have spent
enocugh time traveling with and
talking with people who have
Siberians and Malamutes just to
continue my knowledge of Sam-
mies. Contrasting the three and
working with the three helps.
I've always loved Akitas. T had
a friend, Leslie Fields. Do you
remember Leshie? She runs a
sled team. She had Akitas at
one time and I really enjoyed
watching her Akitas and watch-
ing Akitas with her, There area
lot of breeds 1 like, When you
start judging, AKC prelers that
vou stay within your Group and
vour stvle of dogs. So it's logical
that if [ have Sammies, thal? 20
for Siberian Huskies or one of
the other northerm breeds nexe.
So my plans are, as I stated
before, to attend the Siberian
Husky National Specialty this
fall and apply for Siberians
somenme lljvjs all. Futre plans
would be then probably Mala-
mutes and Akias, I'll suck with
the Working Group. I don't
know that I'll ever apply for the
full Working Group, though.
There are individual dogs in all
breed that I like but there are
some breeds that I'm not as fond
of as | am of others. [ don't par-
ticuiarlr like dogs that slobber. T
don’t like Sammies that have
loose flews because when they
ﬂing therr heads, they slabber
everywhere,

I don’t think Juctges should pudge
birceds ey don 't iike, do you?

No, [ don't, T you can't like
the dogs that you are working
with, you shouldn't be working
with them. So:l don't really
want to judge dogs where [ can't
appreciate the aesthetics. There
are qualities of all breeds and
mixed breeds, There are quali-
ties in dogs: thar vou love and
admire in an individual dog.
But I'm 60 years old and [ don't
want to spend twenty years get-
ting the [ull Working Group.
{laughter) I'm o old. If you
are going to do the whole
Group. yvou have to start a lot
vounger than 1 did, {laughter)
I'd like 1o do all the northern
breeds: I'd like, eventually, w
do Sammies, Siberians, Mala-

mutes, and maybe the Akitas
{since I've always liked Akitas
since they first came over).
There are some other working
dogs - I love Dobermans, Bob-
bie Flemschaker, who had Dober-
man Pinschers; was one of my
early mentors and taught me
tremendous amounts about

‘sructure and giit in the Sammy

and the Doberman, and I've
always really enjoyed Dobies,
S0, someday, I'd really like 1o
do them. 1 admire Rottweilers
but I don’t know that I'd ever
want to judge them, [ like Box-
ers; and I also like Pyrences,
mavbe because they are white.
There are a lot of breeds that 1
really emjoy and not all of the
brecr}ls that | enjoy aren't neces-
sarily m the Working Group.
AKC likes you to-suck with one
Group as much as possible
instead of jumping around. My
original purebred dog was a
Shetland Shcepdué. and I still
lowe Shelties and Collies, but 1
don't know that 1 want to judge
them. Tl just wait and see. 1
love Poodles. T worked with the
Poodle Review and Del Dahl, I
always read Poodle Review and
when I got to working with Del,
I got to enjoy learning about
Poodles from him. It sounds
kind of strange to have Sammies
and want to do Poodles; but 1
de. although I doubrt that T ever
will.

AKC offers the AKCa]ud es
Institute which is wonde |gl
and I went to v last year and
really learned a lot about judg:
ing. procedures and how to
judge. But judging is expensive,
Aot of people don’t realize just
how expensive it i5 to go
through the process. Maost clubs
pay a provisional judge $3 per
dog. 1 promised myself when |
started out that I would never
judge Samoyeds in Colorado
since | know every dog in Col-
orado and have forever. It 13
not fair for me to go into the
ring and judge dogs locally, so 1
have to pay expenses o go to an
out-obstate show. Costs mclude
airfare, motel room, meals - an
average of 3350 to 5600 to go 0
ane show to judge - and for that
?_mu_gcl. paid $3 a dog. And so

ar, the most dogs 've had in
one show is 45. That i1s some:
thing vou do for the love and
fun of it or to do something with
your retirement, not because
you are going (o make money at
it. You do it because you enjoy
secing the dogs and meeting the
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people. I'd say play with the
dogs. 1 feel in my mind that |
enjoy going over the dogs and
looking at tﬁc dogs.

Wl youe conttnue to breed?

About like T have bred in the
past. In the past, [ have bred a
litter every two years or so. 1
will not and never really have
campaigned a dog nationally.
I've specialed three dogs but it
has been mostly at local shows
that I have specialed. [ doubt if
I'll ever special a dog again. 1
love them too much not to work
with them, Jerry would be per-
fectly happy if I didn’t do any
more breeding, With his health
issues, he's not real patient with
the tme I spend with the dogs,
sometimes. But he's pretty woler-
ant mosi of the dme. And I'll
continue to breed oceasionally.
Just enough to keep me in pup-
pies,

Just rm}ugﬁ o keep us humble,
Gee, they aren 't perfict.

I haven't had one that was

rfect yet. T've always said that
if there is a perfect one that
comes along, I'm going to quit
and enjoy it

Which dog have vou ever seen
that was the closest to perfet?

There is a dog in California
that belongs to Leah Benson
whose call name is Indi. I'd put
a linle better head on him but as
far as his body, coat; feet and
gait are concerned, he's proba-
bly as close to my ideal as ['ve
seen in a long time. He has
fewer faults and nothing that |
consider a major fault.

Bis dog? Small dog?

Probably a hair bigger than I
really like. He s, I would guess,
23 1/2 inches. He's not over
standard but he's ar the top of
the standard, T like a lide bic
broader backskull than he has.
But he has a beautifully bal-
anced head with wondcrlzt] eye
shape and very, very nice move-
ment. He is not a flashy dog.
He is a sweet, casy to hve w:'tlt:‘t_
calm dog which doesn't make
for a big winning show dog.
He'll go into a big class and usu-
ally make the final cut and the
win goes to-somebody that has
more flash or a pushier handler.
A lot of times it isa Lﬁush}- han-
dler that wins rather than a good
dog. Or at least, I've seen it
happen, although nov all of the
time,

Is there anythng that fandless oo
in the ring when you are fudging that
you wm:;% like !a}:nddr::u o general
way here?




Have fun.
I love the doss

in and you

I do this be use
If vouare goi

= g0 serious. that
you are pushing a dog around,

or making a dog miserable, than
vou are not domng either one of

avor, If the dog doesn't
feel like showing that day, then
do the best vou can, but don’t
push and shove it around and
prop the tail and the ears up
I've done that myself but it
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never looks as good as a dog
that is allowed to relax a linde
bit, The main thing I've seen so
far that bothers me are people
who show doss that are oo
and don't have any muscle tone.
These are supp to be work-
g dogs. If they are a livde bit
lean; I don’t consider that a
fault. If they are so fat that they
roll, I conside ; fault.
IF T have a big 5, the fat ones

will -zo 1w the end of the bhne.. 1

don't have to have a dog that

stands there and baits and

shows, 1f they drop their tail, it
is not & big deal as long as

move well. 1 dnnt want a

h.mclln;r that 15 always

r down my throat.

g — vou don't

have |_n stand in the middle of

the ring dﬂd show it to me.
i do yore generally
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1 always scem to

an old du:.-;. Rig,hl naw |
h.nc five § "I don't have a
boy right nnw' my last litter was
all girls. The oldést one is cight.
[ have one that is going o be
seven next month, one thar is
five and then the youngest 1s
almose two,  It's casy Iﬁxmg all




girls. You don't have o worry
about bparding anvone when
they are in scason, just be care-
ful and keep them m. I-don't
have a kennel set-up at all. - We
did for awhile because we had a
neighbor who had kids who
would stand on the fence and
throw rocks at the dogs.and
tease them - so we put in a ken-
nel. That just made things
worse because the kids then
would throw rocks at the dogs
and make the dogs bark. So
when I'm not home, the dogs
are in grates in the basement
where it's quict and they are
cool, We don't have air¢ondi-
tioning or anything like that
They are outside in the back-
vard as much as they can be or
inside the house with me,

Allie is the oldest, She's
eight and she is a couch potato.
She sleeps on the couch at night
or in my rocking chair, whichev-
cr she chooses. Kokopelli usual-
Iy sleeps in the bedroom on the
E{anr next to the bed and the
others kind of rotate in the bed-
room if they want. Otherwise
they sleep downstairs. The
voungsters sleep in crates. |1
don't leave youngsters loose in
the house to get into things.
You can see that [ have gates
across areas. They can jump
flat-footed over the gates when
they want to, but it's at least a
mental barrier, if not a physical
one.

Lo you heave a preference between
the boys and the gils?

Well, wn‘J'i five girls, you are
golng to ask me that *t}u‘::sunc:n“I
The dogs that T have absolutely
adored have been boys.

Do you miss uot having a boy?

Very much. [ really, really
miss Kit, Even now, and it's
been almost three years since
he's been gone.
that 1 bred and kept was
Jonathan, and he taught me a lot
and he was'a lot of fun. He
gave me some good kids. But

oys aren’t as reliable in the
show ring as girls. With most
girls you take a piece of liver
and go into the ring and they
will stand and show for vou.
My boys arc always interested
in everything else that is going
on. You have to be surc that
they are having a good time or
they shur down, When I was
showing Kit. if I got rough with
him or said to hini. “I want you
to do this,” and he Lhnuﬂul was
pushing him too hard, he'd just
loek at me and you could see

show dog.”

The first dog
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him say, “If vou want 1o do it
you go ahead and do . Tl
stand here and you can be the
{laughter)

Buck, Ch., Trailblazer
Tumultuous, was probably the
casiest dog 1 had to show., He
didn’t bait for food, he baited
for a toy. It could be just the
tecniest little toy and you didn't
have to stand there and squeak
italot. You just had to shaw it
to him, and when you were at
the end of the line. you just had
to hand it to him so he could
squeak it in his mouth once.
Then vou could ke it back and
he would stand there and wag
his tail and watch that oy and
have such a good time.

I remember Buck m conjunclon
with a fire,

Yes. my business partner,
Bill Graessle, lived in Aurora in
a very, very old boarding ken-
nel. He rented a room from the
lady who owned the kennel and

c{ his dogs there. There had
b{'cn a tremendous blizzard.
We had ever three {eet of snow.
The propane tank on this old
kennel was almost out before
the snow came. Bill couldn’t get
out of the progerty. He didn’t
come to work for a week
because the snow was so deep
and they were down a dirt read
that didn't get plowed. So the
first day they plowed, this
propane truck came to fill the
tank, which was next to the ken-
nel runs out in the backyard.
The puy had hooked it up and
was wandering around waiting
for the propane tank co fll when
he realized that it had been feed-
ing propane into that tank for
too long. He had not backed up
close enough o get a good con-
nection so he was leaking
ﬁ't}panc all over the kennel area.

¢ ran to the house, which was
about fifteen feet from where the
tank was, and said “Open all of
the windows and get owm of the
house!” He wanted them to
apen the windows so they
wouldn't be blown out. They
got the windows open and got
on the other side of the house.

Buck and his sister, Tral-
blazer's Patience, “Partty,” were
in the kennel run right next to
the propane tank and nawrally
had been standing right next to
the guy as he swood next to his
truck, watching what he was
daoing. The propane tank blew
up. This was a 500-gallon
propane tnk. Both dogs were
totally enveloped in the flame.

The only thing that saved them
was the Far:t that the ground was
eoviered with snow. The kennel
boy who worked there was com-
ing to work, He literally walked
around the house, saw it hap-
pen, saw them enveloped in a
ball of flame and, this high
school kid, rather than turning
around and running the other
direction, ran to those dogs and
rolled them in the snow o put
out the flames. [ sull ger zoose
bumps. '

I was at work and Bill was-at
home, He called me and said
that Buck and Pauy had been
burned and I had to go out and
take care of them, It took me
tworand-one-half hours o dive
from downtown to their house
because of the wallic jams, due
to the snowy roads. [ got out
there and they had the dogs on
the floor in the kitchen. T said
“Well, who shaved their coat
off? That was my first reac-
tiom, Theéy hadn't been shaved,
Their coats had been burned off

and that was what saved their

lives: The coats had burned and
the fire didn’t get to their skin.
And God bless the high school
kid whe saw what was going on
and ran o them and not away.

The corneas on Buck's eyes

were burned off. His eve rims,
lip line, nose leather — all had
bare skin, His anus was raw
mear. He was standing between
Patty and the tank so she wasn't
burned as badly as he was. He
kept pushing her back.

I picked the dogs up and
called my veterinaran who was
completely on the other side of
town and told him that I had
two dogs that were badly
burned and for him not to leave
the chme until 1 could get there.
He waited for me and looked at
Buck. He said, “Judy. I don't
know if he will live or not. We
can try. But if he inhaled when
the flames hit, his lungs are
burned and no matter what we
do, he will die.” He gave him
an-antibiotic shot; Panalog oint-
ment, and told me to buy aloe
vera, He told me o put the
ointment and aloe on every two
hours, night and day, to all of
the exposed flesh on both dogs.
50 [ basically sat with Buck in
my lap for ten days, slathering
him with ointment, He lived
and the black pigment grew
back. The coat grew back. He
win Groups after the fire.

z'a'rfr sarring?

He had scarring on his nose
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50 it looked like he had a
streaked black nose rather than
a solid black nose. He had some
s¢arring on his-anus. They had
to remove about one half-inch of
car leather. But the hair on the
shorter ear grew longer so it
looked hike the cars were the
same size. You had wo feel the
ears to realize that one was a
halfinch shorter. He was o very
courageous, very special dog,
He finished a CD after that. He
trained for a CDX and I showed
him 2 couple of times, but'l
didn’t have time to do any
more.

Did you do a lol of ebedience
it your dﬂ-ﬂ‘!’

T pue on three dilferent
dogs. [ have Ch. Cascade’s
Kokopelli that I'm showing in
obedience vight now, T am try-
ing to show %wr too soon. She's
about a month away from bemng
ready, but we have local 'shows
now and she wants to do it but
isn't ready. ['ve bred two dogs
that finished Utility degrees.
I've bred other dogs that have
done CDs and CDXs, It takes a
lot of ime o show in obedience.

What food fo you feed?

I've fed Tams since Dr.
Kll’k!t; brought it in, since

1976. I'm probably poing to be
lnoking for another food to feed

soon because | understand that

TIams has been sold to Procter
and Gamble and so will be in
grocery-stares now. It lias been
a good basic {food and I've been
satisfied with it but I will look
for something else. 1 don't like
to add a lot of supplements. 1
use Daog Bloom vitamins but use
kall of the recommended
dosage, if I'm trying te show
them. My dogs shed twice a
vear right down o the skin, but
they come back in about six
weeks. Then I give them Extra
Bloom Weight, a product made
by Dog Bloom. That's all I sup-
plement. When I'm cooking,
they get raw vegetables and
fruit.  They love apples,
oranges, strawberries and
grapes. Allie barks constantly if
I'm fixing lettuce. She likes
romaine.

When I first got Allie back
from the Geletichs, she really
wouldn't eat. She was obviously
accustomed to being fed in the.
kennel and my dogs all eat
together in the kitchen, They
each eat from their own dish but
they eat as a group. She just
didn’t like eating in public. It
was probably a couple of weeks
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Ch. Trailblazer Sprice Kiva; “Kiva,” BOB, Garden City Kansas KC wnth Judge Cluck Mulock.

before she would really eat well,
and the first thing 1 found her
really eating were the sirawber-
ries in the strawberry patch in
our backyard, I had to work
hard to beat her to the surawber-
vies, (laughter) She'd go out
and check them every morning,
and when they were red, she ate

them: I'vealways liked w feed
fresh fruits and vegetables and a
little bir of meat sometimes, but
not a lot of meat, Just fruits and
vegetables and a good basic dog
foad.

Can you bell ws a little bt of per-
ioirétl .'rJLIIfI'fJ_'l'?

I was raised on a cotton

farm in west Texas. T've-always
been crazy about dogs and
always curious about genetics.
The pet mixed-breed dog that
we had on the larm, and that
Dad brought home from some
body as an adult, had a short
tall, This was a bitch that was
about 40 pounds and stood
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about nincteen inches. Her tail
was about two mches long and
hadn't been docked.  And, naw-
rilly as'a farm dog running
loose, shie had a litter of puppies
cvery time she-came into season,
If she had a litter of five, three of
them would have short tails and
two had long tals. 5o I was




Ch: Tranlblazer With Flawr, “Jeep," Bred-by-Exhibitor winner al the National Specialty in Californta,

always fascinated by genetics -
why did they have short tails,
why did they have long tails,
why did they have prick ears,
why did they have drop cars? 1
wanted dogs and to play with
animals. [ couldn’t ufgmi 1w be
a vet-and it wasn't something
women did when I was growing
up.

And yet they make wonderfil
mmes, don ]"ff.ug_q-,’ - }

They do. Buc Jerry and 1
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went to high school togéther,
He joined the Air Force and we
were lucky enough to go 1o Ger-
many with his tour with the Aiar
Farce, We ended up in Denver,
where he was teaching at Lowry
Air Force Base. When he got
out of the Air Force, we wemt
back to Lubbock for a couple of
years and said, “No, the sand
blows and it’s wo hor.” So we
came back to Denver, After we
could afford to get a house |

then asked, "Now do I get a
dog?® There was 4 little tiny
shop in downtown Denver
called the Kennel Shop. They
didn’t sell animals. but I went in
and talked to the man who
owned the shop and told him 1
wanted to get a Samoved, He
said, “Well, if vou want to get a
Samoyed, these are the people
vou need to talk to. They are
the ones who have all the dogs
that win most of the ome.” He
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looked them up in the phone
book for me and gave me Doris
and Harold’s phone number.

W et Bl?

Yes. Bill Graessle. When he
got out of the service in World
War IL he bought a partnership
in the Kennel Shop and it was so
small that you walked in and
walked down an asle wath mer-
chandise on both sides. You
bought your merchandise on the
way to the cash register and




turned around and walked ow,
I bet the whole shop wasn't i
teett feer wide, It had a green
front, It was:awful. )

And you continued thal afler
Bil's death, dicha 't you?

Not much., Bill and I were
partners for twelve years: He
never married. We were good
friends. He had Parkinson’s
and could hardly get around at
all. ‘While he was' really sick,
ﬁw my husband, had a major

t artack and bypass surgery
with every compheation in the
waorld, I'i?' was in the hospital
for 33 days and was a long ume
geeting well beeause he had maul-
tuple strokes. 5o 1 had a very
unhgalthy husband and a very
unhealthy business partner. Bill
fell going out of his house in the
winter 1o pick up the paper. He
laid outside for ten or [ifteen
minutes: before the neighbors
saw him. They took him to the
hospital and then he went to the
nursing home and never came
out. Bl never had health insar-
ance: When his savings - and
hie had substantial savings - was
gone due to his extensive health
prablems, I couldn’t keep the
Kennel Shop. [ couldn’t qualify
him for Medicare or Medicaid
as long as his name was stll on
the Kennel Shop. So we sold
the business. T made the deci-
sion o sell the shop one week-
end. I wld Bill an(E Jerry that 1
couldn't do that much work by
myself and we had to sell it
Two weeks later, | was sitting n
the shop and Cindy Kerstiens
called.  She said, "Judy, do vou
knoiw anybody who would
come to work for us-as an edi-
tor?” [ know Cindy had no idea
what was going on with me. So
I told her, *l will, Let's talk
about it.” T worked lor Hoflin
for two and one-hall years
hefore T went te work for the
shenils department. Tr took all
of the money we got from the
shop to pay lor the hospital bills
that Bill had incurred.

Sy whet da yay do o ?

I work for Jeilerson Coun-
ty's Sheriff's Department. T am
a fingerprint technician. [ classi-
fy fingerprines. I research files
for matching fingerprims for
peaple who come n under a dif-
ferent name, It's really interest-

mg.ﬂ soueniids réally mteresting.  Like
a wiystery story, .J'm){ ?

It is. It's a blessing. ['ve
been there seven vears now so |
have enough time with the sher-
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iff's department that [ have three
weeks' vacaion a year, It
doesn't pay a lot of money. We
really have to warch pennies.
Luekily, we've heen in this
house since 1976, so we have
very low house payments. The
house is almost pawd for so [ do
havel-j iitd_chdis-:rcgﬂnar}' Imﬂr_lcy
to play with my do enjoy
wul:kilig for the shﬂ'glsﬂ"s dcp;{.?l
ment, | enjoy the people T meet
there a lot. It's an interesting
world.

And Jerry donks fike fe's made a
wentderfid recouery,

He can't see. The strokes
have affected his eyesight, He
has extremely lmited vision.
He has some cogrtive problems
but not so most people will
notice, He has some problems
remembering things and saving
things.

But wwe all do. (Rateghter)

Yes; but he is doing very
well. He hates being retired.
He hates not beéing active and
using his mind, bur his body
can't stand the stress, The last
sear that he worked he had two

ypass surgeries and lots of
strokes and heart attacks, He
hasn't had a heart atwack since
he guit work: It makes life
wough but he's alive and that’s
what counts,

What abont your kids?

Susan is going to be 40 this
}'e!l'.

Your dicer't fagore to say thai.

Isn't that awhul? (laughter)

I think she was only saxteen or
seventecn when £ fiest med her,

Shie's

divorced and

has a girl who
14 eleven,
They live in
Arvada, clase
to us:  She
helps with the
dogs. Jerry Joe
15 two years
younger than
Susan, He has

They have a busy life and so do
we. We get together about once
a month orso as a minimum
and I talk o them on the phone,
I hawve three rﬁmnddaughtérs. no
grandsons, My kids are a bless-
ing to me and very helpful. I
consider mysell extremely lucky
in that Jerry and 1 went 10 high
school together. He has been
good 10 me and good for me,
He has let me grow up and do a
fov of things thatanother man
wouldn't p:lt up with. He's a
retly spect 17
: .%i-iﬁfm.‘ ME:'}A;R'{H the main ben-
efits of all these years you have spent

1 elags?

?f?he dogs give me uncondr-
tional love. The people I've
met. Some of them have bicen
just ineredibly wonderful and
supportve, | have made
friends. literally all over the
waorld, not just in Sammies but
in all breeds. I've had an oppor-
tumity to learn abour cosmetic
things, about physical things,
about the way the world works.
The way God works. I've met
some really super le,

Drrm'r'mck.f?l'] s

If the best thing about dogs
is the dogs then the worst thing
abour dogs is the people. You
meet people who are using the
dogs for their own glorification.
I don't have enough time for the
things | want to do. That is the
only real drawback, not enough
ume.

s there anything you would have
done differentiv? E‘{,‘f‘!ﬁﬁ:g that you
uroslel go back amel fix that you did or

a  wonderful
wife and two
little girls
whom T don’t
rel 10 see near-

yoas often as
would like, bt
we get to see
them once in
awhile.

Are they in
the Denver area?

They arc

m Aurora, It's
an hour drive.
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diety tilo?

There are a lot of things that
I wish I had done differenty,
but T wouldn't have learned.
Evervthing I have done, right or
wrong, has taught me some-
thing. The maimn thing that 1
have: learned is vo relax-and
enjoy the dogs for what they
give me.

And we are going fo make mis-
tithes, aren’t we? (laughter)

I'm going to make mistakes.
The dogs arc a joy. They have
brought me friends. Theyv have
brought me themselves, . They
have taught me so much.

We shhatled mention thal yor have
held- netional offtces i SCA. How
many wational offies and terms have
yo sevived ?

I was President of the
Samoyed Club of America
{SCA) one year and on the
board for three yvears, and I'm
running for the board this year.
SCA has been very good w0 me.
I have had a lot of people who
have been willing to teach me,
but not just Sammy people have
waught me. Ive ic_anwd from
other people. S0 many people
have opened up their hearts and
minds and taught me so many
good things about the dogs and
about life, That's the best thing
about dogs, the people you
meet,

Well, T'ie énjoved the mbermiew,
Theind you very mich.

It's been funy Thank you, *




