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Tell us how you gol started in
dogs.

I was raised with Samoyeds and |
like them. Alfter | got married, |
wanted to find one. When I lived in
Morthern Canada, I'd seen a dog sled

team bred by the RKeepers and that's
where 1 picked up my [lirst dog.

What year was that?

It was in 1939, And that's
where | found Buddy Boy of Williwaw,
wha was my first show dog. He was
out of Ch, Timan's Williwaw, C.D. and
Frosty Princess of Willorm. They were
going 1o sell him 1o a pet shop because
they couldn't find a home - not the
Keepers, but the lady. They were an
elderly couple and they couldn't keep
him, so I picked him up.

You showed Buddy Boy and did
wall,

Yes, | showed him when we moved

up to Fairstone. He was two vears
ald. A lady down the street had shown
Boxers and | used 10 take Buddy out
and run hinmi and move hifn  -and all
this = and she told me that | really
eught to show that dog, He was a
good moving dog. [ asked, "Do you
really think: so?"  And she sand, "Yes
So | ostarted showing him.  His lirst
show was at San Fernando and he went
Best of Breed, 3g, | puess he was a
good dog,

You hed o good beginning with

him.

He went on from thére and Com-
pleted his champronship.

Digl: vou special him oat all?

No, because | didn't knbw too
miuch about woat. His coat kind of
went bad. And that's when | started
getting inte nutrition. 1'd take him
ta the vet, thinking there was some-
thing the matter with him because. his
coai was bad. The vet would check
ham -out and tell e there wasn't any-
thing wrong.

S0, | went down to the library and
I go1-a ver book and started looking for
everything that could go wrong with
coat. And there is a orndition, a lpw-
grade kidney infectioh .al can't be
detectod through urine: tests, but can
be detected through blood tests. 5o |
tonk him back to the vet and told him
| wanted his blood checked lor a low-
grade kidney infection. The vet thought
I was a hypochondriac with this dog.
But | really knew there was something
the matier with him because he'd never
been like that. And, sure enough, that
was what it was. But this went on
tor several vears; four to [ive years.
This coat thing. But he was healthy
and active and everything else, but the
coal was bad.

Were you able ta (real the infec-
tion?

Yes.. And after a while; he
looked really pretty.

Why do you think you were
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attracted to Sqmoyeds?

Oh, gee. They're a riendly dog,
a happy dog and most of them that
I've had, are loyal dogs. Of course,
they're a beautiful dog and if you enjoy
pretty things, you enjoy the Samoyed.
They always have a smile-on their facet

Where did you go after Buoddy
Boy?

I bought my first brood bitch
from Billy Tucker. It was Kobe's
Ronda of Encino. | bred Buddy Boy
with her and kept Ch. Truschka of
Williwaw. 1 also, through Tony, a
friend of Evelyn James who used to
raise dogs for her, acquired a puppy.

1 went to: Evelyn's and Tony wanted
me to take one ol these puppies. |
teok one and | traded Evelyn James
for a dog, Ch. Anastasia of Frost
River. And those were my two brood
bitches. | never kept lots of dogs,
eyer. Only about four to five dogs;

I had more fun with it as a hebby -and
never bred a whole lot. But | bred
more for quality than quantity. 50
those dogs did -all right, for as little
as they were bred.

How many litters have you had,
all totaied?

I think [ had about seven altogeth-
er. | didn't breed that much, in fact
| never used my stud dogs that much
unless it was a really good bitch. But
Evelyn and | bred back and forth quite
a bit.

Did you fintsh several champions
out of these [itters?

Yes, quite a few of them, but |
can't remember how many., Most every
dog I've put into a show home has
finished, ['ll put it that way. A lot
of them went to' homes where they
weren't interested in showing the dog.

You're pretty fortunate, though,
because often homes that say they are
going to- show dogs don't always come
through; they just "sit" on a beagutiful
daog.

A Jot of them you have to take
out and show them yourself. 1 showed
a dog for Ann Edgerly, a few times,
before she got started in it. | showed
Teddy of Williwaw.

What would you consider to be
vour best litter?

My best litter? | would say,
out of Anastasia and Buddy Boy ...
they had some nice puppies, real nice
puppies who produced well, too. Ch.
Mister Williwaw was one of them. Ch,
Williwaw's Czar Nikkolas was one of
theirs, too. Nickelo's Minkette, the
ene Ann Edgerly ewns, was one of
them. We bred Mister and her and got
five champions out of that litter. So
when they produced, they did very well.

Would you congider Mister to be
the best dog wou've ever bred?

1 don't know; Czar Nikkolas was
a very good dog. Nikkolas was Mister's
brother. Mister and MNekkolas were two
really great dogs, but Czar Nikkolas
didn't have the chance- Mister had be-
cause | had Mister; | think Czar Nik-
kolas could have gone a long way, if
he had been really campaigned. But

he was owned by one whe wasn't really
interested in campaigming. He was a
beautiful dog.

How did you come up with your
kennel nome?

Kenny O'Brien owned Buddy Boy's
father, Timan's Williwaw, C.D. And
| named Buddy Boy after him. 1 asked
Kenny if that werg just a name to him
or il he was going to do something
with that name because | liked it and
wanted to use 1t as my kennel name.
He said; "No, it's just a name." He
told me 1o go ahead and use it. The
word "williwaw" is the name: for a

storm up in the Aleutians; or something.

That's kind
I thought
A Williwaw

They call them williwaws.
of why 1 liked that name,
I'd try to cause a storm.

SLOrIM.

Do wyou feel that you were suc-
cessful?

Yes. 1 had a lot of nice dogs: or

1 wouldn't have continued with them.

Sp you ereated a storm?

Right, It's a line | kind ‘of want-
ed to develop myself, and breed it.

When wou bred a litter, did you
help your bitches whelp or did you
pretty much leave them on their own?

| leave theny on their own. If
they needed helpy | was there.

I mean as far as cutting cords,
and 50 On.

Mo. 1 let them do at, unless they

needed help, I've had few that needed
help; yvou know, if there was a puppy
with too broad shoulders and needed
help getting ot w. 'I'd give:it a little
Tug.

My bitches never really had much
of a problem. When they had babies,
they had a lot of them. My average
size litter was twelve and that was out
of Truschka, We lost two of them,
out of that litter. That was one litter
that | did help feed.

Yes, | was going to ask you if
you stupplement your puppies...

I give them vitamins, But rmost
of the bitches can handle it themselves.
With one litter of Truschka's, she pot
a little infection so 1 tube-fed the
babies until she got better.

Did you usually let the bitches
decide when to wean the puppies,
or did you have a particular pregram
that you followed?

| would start to feed them a little
bit when they were about three: weeks
old.  And | would take the bitches off,
so they wouldn't get tee run down.

I'd prabably let them stay on the
mather until about eight weeks, some-
thing like that; but, you knew, the
mormima dogs.. When they're ready,
they'll get away.

What did you feed the young
puppies?

I'd mix them up some baby food

Teddy



and give it to them. I'd stick their
little faces in-a bowl and ler them lap
it up. They learned fast. Started out
with that baby oatmeal powder. Then
I'd give them some little pieces of raw
hamburger. When they got to be about
five weeks old, I'd mix cottage cheese
with the hamburger. Plus their vitamin
supplement.

How many dogs di you have here
now?

Just one:

Are you going to show if?

I might end up showing her; she's
a pretty nice bitch. | think she could
finish, '

Who is she out of?

She's out of Tommy, one of Ann
Edgerly's males. The reason why |
grabbed this bitch is berause she has
Mister behind her; four times. 5o if |
ever want to go in.and breed her, |
still have my type. But if | breed
her, it ought to be a very nice litter.

Why did vou get oul of dogs?

I don't know. After Mister got
old, T felt kind of bad - we lost him.
You feel kind of bad when you lose
your old degs that you've been around
a long time. You know, you're afraid
to raise another one and get 100
attached to it. 1 don't know, 1 just got
busy working and things like that. |
fimished Mystique and then 1 just kind
of layed off for a while. Of course,
I've been krown to-do that, tee. Lay
off for a while - and then come back.

Are you going te cause another
storm someday?

Yes; maybe someday.

When you showed the dogs, did
you show them yourself?

| showed them, mostly, mysell.
Jim Manley helped me with Mister be-
cause | was showing Trinka at the time,
wo. 5o he showed Mister and | showed
Trinka. He got a few Group places and
I got a couple of Group places on him,
myself, But he really liked that dog
and he liked showing him. | really
liked the dog, too and 1 liked showing
him, too!

So you had fo alternate?

Lou Torres showed him once, also.
He went out with him one day when |
was really nervous - that dog used to
make a nervous wreck out of me.

How do you mean?

Well, you know, when you own
your own dog and you're showing your
own dog; you get real excited and
real nervous about it because you want
it to go up. Sometimes, you can goof
your own dog because you're attached
to him. It's different than showing
somebody ‘else's dog. When ['ve shown
other peoples' dogs, | don't have that
feeling. But, with your own dog, you
want it 1o be perfect,

Do wou feel like an owner-handler
hasa disadvantage because of that
attachment to the dog and the desire
for it to go up?

With some, probably ... with some,
it probably is. That's probably why
some use handlers.

Do you think o deg has a better

Che Buddy Boy of Williwaw

chance of going up if it has a handler?

Mo. MNo way. ['ve done too much
winning with my ewn dogs. I you
have a good dog, they're going to see
it. Unless a person just can absolute-
ly not handle the dog.

Do you think judging is fair?

At any ‘show I've been in, yes.
I've thought it was fair. There are a
ot of people who get their [eelings
hurt.. Ewverybody i1s in that ring to
win. They aren't there for the fun of
it. Everyone wants to win at that
show. I'm a judge myself, so | know,
and T really try to give everybody a
fair chance.

Are you licensed to judge
Samoyeds? ) )

Yes. | judged the Samoyed Spe-
cialty in Colorade and there were some
nice dogs there. And being a judge, |
know the judges are giving them a fair
chance; a lot of people get hurt, when
they think their dog should go up and
it doesn't. Everybody feels that way.
Because everybody works so hard for a
dag to be in shape for that one par-
ticular day. | feel the shows are fair.

Do you feel that judges are in-
fluenced at all by advertising?

I'm one that's not!

So you really think that just
because the number one dog (s plastered
all over the magazines that it's not
going to have a great influence?

Well, it might help. It depends
on the individual person. Maybe a lot
of them are afraid to do their own
thing in judging; they might go along
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with something that's been winning
regularly, 10 be on the sale side. It
could be, but I'm not saying that for a
fact.

When I'm judging, | den't care
what anybedy thinkss | put up what |
personally feel is the best, even if the
dog’s never won before - of course, |
don't know that, at the time,

Sometimes that takes a lot of
guts, to pul up something that may nol
necessarily be a big winner.

Right. Well; it could be... There
are a lot of people that do say, "Well,
they have a handler, that's why their
dog is winning." But a lot of times;
if they really take a pgoed look at that
dog that is winning, it is a good dog!

So, in your book, it really doesn't
make- Lhat much difference if it's a
handlter or an owner on Lhe other end
of the lead?

No way.
where 1t's supposed to be.
way it should be.

Going back to breeding. When
vou conducted a breeding, did you
ustally help the mating along ... help
with the mate? '

MNo. My males did very well
They didn't need any help.

You never had a problem with a
hiteh deciding to take off in the ather
direction?

Oh, 1T always held the bitch. 1
think you should always hold the hitch,
But; i the bitch is ready, they don't
really give much trouble, 1f you have a
a smart rmale, he'll know when she's

s long as that deg is
That's the




ready, tog. Some males will breed a
fence post!
Have yvou ever refused (o breed o

bitehr that was brought to you?

Ohy ves,  I'we redused lots of
bitches.  Mostly because people were
Breeding just to be breeding.. They

weren't going: any place with . |
always Teel there are énough puppics
running -around.  You kaow, without

homes and in bad homes, | always
King of did it as a hobby. | guess some
peopte do it for @ living. Se. 0 | ran

into anybody like that - no.

Even if the bitch were an out-
standing specimen?

Well, 1t would depend on what
they're going to do. It depends on the
hitch's background and all.

Bul there (s a possibitily thal vou
would furn someone down that had an
arttstantding bitch fusl becolse of some
parreticular facet, their characier or
what youw fell they were going oo bg
toing with the puppies?

Yes.. I they wiére going to sl
them 1o pel shops or something Hke
that, sure. Boecause | was never in it
for the money.. It's always been kind
of a hobby, so it really didn't mean
that much then, | didn®t breed every
Bitch ‘that hit the door. You want to
make sure that people know what they
are doings if they really take good care
of the puppies; I their dogs have been
Xerayed and they know about hip
dysplasta- and all that - they know the
background of their pedigree. So
there's a lot to it, more so than just
breeding dogs. 1f they weren't 1o in-
terested in that and didn't want to.get
their dogs X-rayed, then they weren't
interested for the betterment of the
breed, 5o, I'd just say forget it..

What do yow think s a foir stud
fee?

A fair stud fee? | don't know;
poaple put their prices on their cwn

stucls. | don't know what people are
asking. What are they asking, S200 to
$3007

It varies: If vou had-a big

winner today, a ehamplon, proven stud,
what da you think vou would feel
waould be o foir stud fee to charge?

It would depend on what he had
been producing. That's another thing, a
dég can be a top winner and can't
produce anything. 1t depends on what
the dog produces. Because some ol
them are kind of like prepotent; you
breed them into any line and they real-
ly produce, you know, for these bitches.
Then you have some that are big win-
ners and their get is nothing. 5S¢ that's
one thing you have to ook at, too.

So yvou wouldn't suggest that
someone run off Lo the current winner
to breed to?

Mo, that really never meéant that
much to rme, Even when | pot into
dogs that didn't really mean that much
to me - who was the big winner at the
time. Because | had an eye for a dog
and 1 knew what | liked and how |
wanted it to look. S50, that really
didn't mean that much to me. You can
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Ch. Mister of Willilwaw

cover up & lov i a dog: | foond that
out from judging dogs. Some people
will move them real slow, paing away
and real fast coming back at you. And
| just stand there with a grin on my
face: "I know what you're doing!"
Have wyouu ever done that?
Have | done that with 4 dog? [No.
Mo, a-dog that | didn't feel could make
Iils champicnship, | never even showed.
I just say forget it. Because | have to
be really proud of that dog and know
I-really have something in that ring.
Ney | hike a nice, free moving dog that
you don't have to cover up nothin'.
You can just take it out o i it is the
contormation ring, it's supposed to be
nce.  You are only fodling yoursell
when you do try 1o cover up something.
You pet nowhere because everybody else
knows what you're doing. People know.
What do you think a nice, show
quality Samoved puppy sheuld go for?
Well, that's ancther thing: you
can sa¥ a dog has show potential, but
you can't guarantee it's a show dog
until that ‘dog grows up. 1 mean,
through your breeding and all, you can
pretty ‘much say, "Well, both parents are
chamipions; they're producing nice ..."
% you can bie pretly sure it's going tc
be show guality, But you can't say,
"This I3 a shew quality dog," It de-
pends on the age: if you're selling them
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at eight to ten weeks... People put se
much time and money inte these dogs,
too. Getting them their reputations,
showing them; there's a lot of work
that goes Into 11, 50, | imagine you
could sell a puppy for between $300 and
%350, for a hittle puppy. But you
would say it's show POTENTIAL, not

a Best-in-Show dog. I've had people
ask me, "l want a Best-in-5Show dog."
They want a champion. 1f 1 could
predict that when they're little, 1'd
keep it myself!

But there's a lot that happens to
dops, too; you know, they could have
an accident, hurt their foot. 50 you
can't guarantee anything like that.

['ve had people say, "Can you puaran-
tee a bitch against having any. infet-
tea?  Well, you can't do that either.
That's nov bred into them; it depends
on how the person takes care of that
dag. They can't pudrantee you,

hew they're going to treat that dog or
feed that dog cither, There's a lot
more 10 it. '

AL wihal age did you like: to
evaluate your puppies?

| liked to evaluate them right
when they're born. They're all lying
there on their sides and you can't see
their movement, but you can see their
conformation. They don't have puppy
cpat on them of anything, but you can



see their type, just lying theres their
necks and things like that. 1've had
pretty good luck picking them like that.

S50 when they're a day or fwe old,
vou can pick out your big winner?

¥es. | haven't been 1000 wWrong.
Mow, the only thing, like | say, that
could go wrong 1s. movement, picking
them that early. Usually, 1f they're put
together right, théy ... a fgw other
things; maybe, like bite. Bur T never
had any problems with bite. | don't
think Samoyeds have teo much problem
with bite. | haven't séen too many
Samoyeds with bad bites,

When you sold puppies, did you
always sell on a cash only basis?  Did
you ever sell onterms?

Cash only. 1 never had any
strings attached. When people bought a
dog from me it was their dog. Because
if 1 bought & dog from somebody, that's
the way | want it to be, too. No long
COniracis.

Na puppy-back or stud seriice
ar anything like that?

It's their dog to do with what
they want to do. | Know a lot of
them have a lot of stipulations. ['ve
never really had that: much prablem
with people, with selling dogs.

At what age did you sell vour
puppies, place them in homes?

Eight weeks. | think that's a nice
age for them to leave their mother. 1
vou keep them any longer than that,
you wind up keeping them yourseli.

So you sell them al eight weeks
before vou end up with all of them?

Right,

How aboul Sarmoyed pedigrees.

Do you think they can be trusted for
accuracy?

| would say so0. Most people |
know, as breeders of Samoyeds, are
pretty honest. 1 dan't know why
they'd want 1o change the pedigree, in
the first place. But | weould say they
are pretly darn accurate.

What are your feelings on inbreed-
ing. linebreeding, outcrossing?

I've done guite a bit of inbreed-
ing. I like it, 0 it's.with the right
dogs, you kpow. You have to do it
with the best you have, when you do
it, or [orget doing it. I've bred a lot
of half-brothers and sisters.

S0 wou advocate inbreeding?

Well, are you talking about father-
daughter?

It depends on the individual.

Some people define the words differ-
erntliy.

There are differént degrees of
inbreeding. Father-daughter, is first
degree or mother-son and I would say
Brather-sister is first degree, too. And
then, I'd say hali-brother and sister.
| think if you got something going, you
should keep it going. This biteh 1 have
gut here now has missed her grand-
father four times, So you know that's a
little heavy! (Laughter)

S0 you feel vou've been success-
ful with that paerticular combination?

Yes, as long as you don't run it
into the ground.  Then you can have a

nice putcross, too.  ['ve had nice out-
crosses. Bur then you can get into a
different, you know,... I you want a
certain type, I'd say you linebreed and
not drastically. inbreed, but inbreed a
little bit and linebreed, if you're alter
a particular type of dog. Otherwise,
you'll lose ity you lose what you like.

Waould you bveed to o dog thal
had a serious foult, bul had other
very outstending qualities?

It would depend on what the
serious fault was. What Kind of seri-
ous fault are you talking about?

What would you consider to be a
serious fault?

I like movenient -awfully well.
Hip dysplasia would be the most serious
fault BOING, A% far as 1I'm concerned.
I've heard a lot of breeders say they
would breed a dog with HD because
they feel it had a lot to offer, but 1
don't feel that's getting rid of the
problem, if you po abead and breed [t.
I think a lot of people pet caught up
in hip dysplasia for that reason. |
would say that a really bad {ront
would maybe turn me off, wo. Or a
really bad rear. Those are things |
consider serious faults. ©Or a super
bad head.

All dogs have faults; some are
worse than ethers, MNo dog, to me, 1§
perfect. Some of them move super

good, but they're on the small side and
don't have any coat, you know, su what
do you do? You just kind of weigh and
balance it out. No dog's perfect, so
no. matter which way you go or you
bireded, you're going to be breeding into
kind of a little fault.

So it's a matler of degrees?

Right. The degree of the fault or
i1 you're breeding... The dops have to
complement one. anothery too. The one
might have a little bit of a2 bad front
and the other one has a super front;
so one might correct the other. But
you wouldn't double up on it.  Becaupse
then you would really be in bad shape.

How many litters do you think o
bitch showld be allowed to haowve?

Since | showed my bitches, |
probably let them have a couple of
litters each. But, like | say, if | were
into it really heavy and breeding a lot
maybe | would have bred more. But |
was more inte shawing. And the bet-
terment of the broed, hobby-wise, more
than anything.. Some people go inte
it really hot and heavy and have twen-
ty dops, which is fine if they have
the time. | don't know how rmany
times peaple breed their bitches.

Three times? Tweo or three times? {
| don't know,

You don't think there's necessarily |
a risk from the stendpoint of the

Ch. Williwaw's Czar Nikkeolas - & months old. |
This is the best looking pup [ ever showed.

a8



—

biteh's health?

Oh, yesi [If | think they're run-
ning. a puppy factory with a bitch, sure:
It'd just tear her up. | know I'd hate
to have a baby every six months or
e {Laug‘nlcr} I'd feel terrible, espe-
cially six or seven at a time!

Did you ever cull your litters,
that is, pul puppies down?

No.

What did you de if vou, say,
had a puppy thal you didn't think was
a good specimen of the breed?

1 don't think | ever had one that
was one that | had to put down. Usu-
ally, if 1 thought they were going to be
a little small, or something, T'd just
place them in a pet home, But they
were good sound dogs and | saw no
reason 1o put them down. [I've never
had anything weird. Like a two-headed
dog or a five-legged dog. Of course,

I don't think the Samoyed breed's that
messed up: | don't know, | never had
one that 1 had to put away.

When vou sold pet puppies did
you sell with spaving and neutering
agreements or try o do something to
keep the people from breeding the dog?

Yes, I'd tell them to have |t
spayed or neutered, of bring [t back In
@ year.. Some of them turned out
pretty nice. Just because I'd say they
are pets and maybe [ was keeping the
best one out of the litter. There might
be three that were good. 1 had one
come back with a male he wanted to
show and 1 said, "No way! That's a
pet puppy." There was nothing dras-
tically wrong with it; it was just that
| didn't feel it was up to. par.

How would you describe the per-

feet Samoyed? Conformation-wise.
Conformation-wise? Mister!
{Laughter)

Would you describe Mister?

Well, :a Samoyed male is just
all square, 1 like a good neck. A
very proud dog, not ashamed of hum-
self. A very abert dog. It's like
they're saying "Here 1-ami" And that's
mostly what 1 tried to breed for, too.
Good moverment. O couse, | know all
dogs don't move pérfectly - not even
ming. Close to perfect maybe.. A
nice tail. A proud dog carries its tail
up ever the back and has that happy
lock on its face; ears alert, coat stand-
ing straight off, not limp; you know,
lying down on the back. One that has
a natural stance and you don't have to
be stacking them constantly. They
just stand there. S5tifles, nice hocks.
Good feet, good legs.

What is a good foot?

Mot one that is broken down or
down in the pasterns, One that, you
know, they're kind of up on their feet.
Not really up, like a Terrier, but one
that has not too long and not too
short, nice thick pads; not splayed.

Should it be a cat-shaped foot
or a hare-foot?

Well, | think you want it to be
-:at-—shaped.

How would you describe good
movement?

A Samoyed 18 supposed to be a
smgle-trackmg dog.and when there are
na breaks, they bring those feet right
in there. And they comie in straight,
just like that; no breaks this way or
that., No toeing in or put. And then
back the same way., Of course, a lot
of people think single-tracking is when
the dog is narrow in the rear, but
that's not true. You know, theéy're
really close.

How important is temperament?

I've: run into dogs ... | mean in the
show ring you have dogs that don't like
other male dogs or there might be a
biteh in season; but 1've never run into
one- that was absolutely-a vicious dog.
At least, not in my own personal
experience.
Would vou breed to o Samoyved
with @ shy temperament if it were
an outstanding example of the breed?
It would depend on where that
shy temperament came from. If it

Ch. Anastasia of Frost River - one of 1st Brood bitches.

Very important. Samoveds don't
have bad remperament. What ['ve
found in a Samoyed, though; if you
need their protection, they'll give it
to you. But they seem to know
people! They're a good dop, tempera-
ment-wise, with kids and cats.

Have jou ever run across a
Samoyed witha shy or aggressive tem-
perament?

There are probably a iew around.
I think most of them are that way for
a purpose. It could be the way they
are raised. People have a lot to do
with dogs' temperaments. Or, if they're
hurting someplace, that has'a lot to do
with temperament, too. [ they have
hip dysplasia or something like that,
that will affect a dog's temperament.
And with people's temperaments, too.
| haven't run inte-any nasty Samoyeds.

a4

was bred into it, no. I'd be definitely
afraid of coming wp with a difficult
dog. Like 1 say, I like a happy-go-
lucky dog.

S0 how intelligent do you think
the Samoyed is compared to other
breeds?

1 can't really answer that because
| haven't had the other breeds. 1 feel
the Samoyed is an intelligent dog,
but there are other breeds that are
very intelligent, too. So you really
can't go by that. | can't say because
I'm not that familiar with other breeds.
I've never raised other breeds, so it
would be hard to answer... | had a
Cocker Spaniel -once that was awfully
smart.

Have you ever had any problem
with what they call "winter nose" or
"snow nose" where the pigment fades
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out?

| have had that, yes. | den't
know if it's just because it's cold out.
I've had [t when they start rooting In

the dirt. [If they are out in the dirt,
and I'll notice it does something to
them.

S0 you would breed (0 a dog with
missing pigment?

With what? | don't call that
missing pigment, if their nose is a dud.
If their mouth isn't black all the way
around and they have a pink lip or if
you have a dog that's fairly dominant
and throwing black paints you could
breed it out, if the dog were a very
nice specimen.  There are some breaks
in their lips and some with eyes lighter
than athers. Some eyes are darker than
others, but if you have a beautiful dog
it would be kind of silly not to breed
to that dog, Unless it was an albine,
which is something altogether different;
you- don't breed o that. That would
be a dop you could see never had any
pigment. No eye rims, no black
mouth. Yeu can see their nose is just
naturally that way.

But you can tell when it's been a
chemical reaction. And | think most of
that is a chemical reaction of some
sort - it's really crazy..

Do you feel the Samoyed Standard
2 a good one?

I don't see too much the matter
with the Sameyed Standard.

You don't feel there are any
changes that should be made?

The only thing they worked on
one time was raising the height. Most
of the bitches here in California were
bigger than the Standard. | showed
bigger ones and smaller ones.

S0 you don't feel that size should
be o disqualification?

No ... well, if they're too big,
maybe.

What would vou consider too
big?

A twenty-six-inch male at the
withers, which 1 did have, at one time.
| never showed him. He was a big
son-af-a-gun. Most of the males I've
shown have been twenty-one, twenty-
two and a half, twenty-three and a
half. MAnd there are some that | know
that have been in the ring, about
twenty-four, but when they're really
huge, you don't see them in the ring.
Bur you kpow they're around, but are
not being shown.

Do you think the Top Ten, Top
Twenty rankings mean anything?

You mean in each breed? |
think they go mostly on show record
for that. There might be a pretty
darn nice dog that doesn't get out that
much and isn't shown very much. If
you go strictly by it, no. 1'd newver go
strictly by something like that. Thaose
are just show records: A lot of pecple
can't get out there and show, S0 you
really can’t say they're the best around
it does meon a lot; i*'5 really -good for
the breeds, ‘o have them out there like
that.

So you think the ral =3 encour-

Ch. Nikkie's Nikole of Williwaw
{by Ch. Czar Nickolos of Williwaw x Ch. Truschka of Williwaw)
Breeders - Dennis D. & Gretchen Raymond, Owner - Ann Edgerly.

age people to special their dogs more?

I would say so. It's nice 1o have
a rating like that: 1'm not taking that
away from anyone. I'm saving there
are other nice dogs that could never
be pushed like that. A lot of these
pecple are really going stong for their
degs, from state to state, circult to
circuit. And there's a lot of good dogs
that are at home. Where the owners
can't afford to show their dogs. The
wdy times are npw, it's harder and
harder...

I notice a lot of shows seem to
be down in entries.

Chy, - yes.

Do you think the popularization
of the Soemoyed, which has become a
fairly popular dog, more so than it
was ten or lwenty years ago, has hurt
the breed?

It can hurt breeds. We've seen
it happen in Shepherds. There are
lots of them. That's hard to say, too,
Everybody thinks they're doing right.
But then, you get into too many and
cutsiders might sell degs that are show
quality ‘and you might get . lot of junk
in the ring, by lack of knowledge; due
to ignorance of new people. A lot of
people, new breeders or new people
just showing dogs, might have a ten-
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dency to be a little kennel-blind, They
think their dog is the best.

You always seem lo think that
first dog is the best...

Right. Not only in our biced; but
peaple in other breeds, too. The breeds
can get into trouble that way. You
can change the whole look of a breed,
if oo many people like this crop up.
Of course, it's good for the people
who know what they're doing, to have
some pretty tough dogs.

So vou really don't think Sammies
have been hurt too much by the fact
they have become more popular in the
past few vears! What I'm getting at
is: Have you noticed g decrease in
the quality of Samoyeds?

It seemns like there are a fot of
good bitches out there, more so than
the males. This from the last time |
was at a show. There was a tremen-
dous difference in movement and ail.
That's like trying to find a good stal-
lion. There are very few good stallions
and it's the same way with stud dogs.
There's & lot of brood mares in horses
and a lot «f brood bitches that are
good, but | think quality males are hard
harder to find, I've found that to be
true in all the years I've been in Samo-
yeds.
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S0 It's not necessarily something
ew,

No, It's easier to find a winning
bitch than a really top male. And
when you have one, it's something you
dan't want to let go of. Not only
producing-wise; but intelligence-wise.

Do you feel bitches win their
fair share in the breed ring?

I think if you really have a good
bitch in there and it's better than your
Winners Dog or a bitch that's better
than the champion dog, | see no reason
they ‘shouldn't be put up all the way.

Do you think this is the case
with maost judges?

No. I've 'seen some where I've
thought (just my own personal opinion),
sametimes, the bitch was better than
the dog and the bitch should have gone
up and didn't.

Going back to pupptes. At what
age did you wsually start fraining, that
iz, show training?

Probably at about six rnonths
or so. [ did very little training of my
dogs; they were kind of "natural." Peo-
ple could tell by the way they acted
in the ring. | don't think Sammies re-
quire that much training. You want to
get them well leashbroken and not
afraid of new things or people, stuff
like that. They're prétty intelligent and
learn very quickly. 1 think leash break-
ing; you can start very young. | never
had problems with that.

Did you ever take your puppies
to malches?

Very seldom.

Most of the time, you just went
straight inte the ring?

Right into the ring - and what
happened;, happened!

Al what age did you wusually start
showing ¥

& lot «depended on how they
looked. Czar MNikkolas, | started at
eight months, That was the first time
he was in the ring, at eight months.
And he did very well. Then, some, not
until age two. Very seldom, I'd go to
a puppy match; 1 just more or less had
them as my pets, no extensive training.
They can get very bored by that, es-
pecially if you want a conformation
daog.

Da wou think Sammies should
be. obedience troined?

Yes. They're good cbedience dogs.
| did train Buddy Boy for obedience.

Of course, every dog you have, you Kind
of train a little bit in:gbedience, espe-
cially if you have them in the house.
They should learn to stay, sit and all
that other stuff. They make nice
obedience dogs.

Haove you ever pul any obedience
titles on your Sams?

No, | never went into that. There
are ‘a few that | bred that became
obedience dogs and wen their titles.

But I never was too interested in
strictly obedience.

Buddy Boy was pretty much obedi-
ence trained. [ took him to several
classes. He got really good, but |
never took him threugh. In fact, he

won top honors in obedichce cldss,

You were saving earlier thal you
saw Samoyeds racing. Did yeou ever get
involved in racing Samoyeds?

When | was in Fresno, [ was out
in & car and starting to train them.
They catch on to that really well, but
1 never went any further with it. |
decided that wasn't for me.

Why is that? )

Too much weork! (Laughter) No,
they're good at that - they like i1, too.

What did you feed vour Samoyeds?

I always fed them meat, cottage
cheese, Purina or a sturdy meal. And
high-protein powder with their vitamins.

What type of vitemins? The same
type as the younger puppies?

MNo, these are hurfman vitamins |
give them. | give them vitamin A and
vitamin B, vitamin € - the whole range.

Do you feel diet iz very impor-
tant ?

©Oh, yes. It is important. It
shows on their coats and their readi-
ness and alertness and they feel good.
You can tell when a dog's feeling good.

Bid you condition the dogs al all?

Mo, they'd keep themseives pretty
much in condition. 1 just turned them
loose. Let themn do their own condi-
tioning. If they're active, they condi-
tion themselvies. You don't need ta run
them for miles:

T A4

Ch. Truschica of Williwaw

Did weu et ‘all your dogs run
together?

Some of them get along, but when
yéu have bitches come In seasen, | don't

let them. It will cause a problem.
So you tend to keep the males
separated ?
Right.

What adwvice would you give Lo
someone: who {5 aspiring to become a
breeder?

They should 1alk to some of the
top breeders and pet started in the
right direction; someone who has been
really successful.. Doris McLaughlin is
one of them too. She's very successiul
50 she must hive a darn good breeding
program. That is what | would advise
them to do is to talk to somebody who
knows what they're doing, Especially
someone who 5 up on diet and hip dys-
plasia and find a sincere one and they'll
come along just fine,

Iz there any trick o finding a
sincera one?

I don't know. You just talk to
people and vou can teéil how sincere
they are. O you can look at what
they've donc, what they've accomplished,
their recerd, articles they write and
stuff. They're pretty sincere, most of
therrn.

Who do vou feel influenced you
the most when you were. just geiting

- . ¥

Ch. Buddy Boy of Williwow x Kobe's Reonda of Encing
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started !

I don't know. 1 think | was kind
of a loner and Kind of influenced my-
self.

My dad and T had horses, so |
knew what [ liked in horses and | krew
what I liked in a dog; one that was well
put together, conformation and stufl
like that. 1 was never swayed much by
people. 1 kind of wanted o do my own
thing. But 1 was lucky, in doing it.

You felt wou ended up in the
right directton?

That was kird of a challenge for
me, to do it myself. Get the dopgs and
do what | wanted.

Da vou have any advice about
grooming Samoyeds for showing? And
how much-do you think should be done?

Well, if they're kept up, they
aren't too hard to do. 1 always used a
comb more than anything. When you
do-go down to the skin, part their hair
and go right down to the skin. Get
every little bit of dead hair you can.
Then their coats really look pood, but
if you don't get down to the skin, it
will get lumpy and separate. [ you get
down there; they'll Teally look good; it's
a'lot of work:

Do wvou feel there should be any
trimming done?

lidon't like to trim. At Santa
Maria, a handler came back and told
me to do some trimming-on my dog
and T had a fit - T don't like that, “You
have to trim a little bit, you know,
around their feet because the hair can
get a little long, but as far as shaving
their legs, the hocks, 1 don't like that
at all. They're so heavy-coated in
the first place on top and they do that
to their legs, they look like little pea-
nuts, you know, it makes them look out
of balance. They can trim them up to
even them out, but not take it all. A
clean face looks good, vou cut the whis-
kersy although 've shown dogs with
whiskers on and it never hurt them.
They still finished AL NATURAL!
Right.

What advice would you give to- a
new Samoyed person? Spmeone just
starting out and wanting to show their
own dog, a5 far as handling {3 concern-
ed?

Well, they should get some advice
on handling. | know, judging shows, it's
kind of sad to sée a rovice ... some of
them . of course, I've judged puppy
matches. But [ always try to help
them. They just walk in there grinning,
but they really don't kaow what 1o dal
They can -go to-a few shows and waich,
too. You learn a lot by watching.
Every handler - everybody has their dif-
ferent style.  They just have to Kind 6
pick up what's right for the way they
want 1o show their dog. They should
definitely watch otherwise, they may
make & fool of themselves. A lot of
breeder-handlers help people: 1 have
helped a lot of people with showing.
Different things to deo with their dog,
what looks good and all that. They
turned out really well.

You hove a really bequtiful ploce

here. How much land do vou have?
There's an acre and a half.
Haw long have you beéen here?
I've been here for four months.
Do wou like it?

Yes, | Hke it. 1 wouldn't be here,
if T'didn't.. 1'd move on down the road!
Have you ever been married?

Yes, everybody knows that. ['ve
been divorced for a year now. [ have
twe children.

Are they bath grown?

Yes. They never did take much
interest in the dogs. Some do and
some don't.

Can you tell us a little about vour
background, like where you came from,
originally?  Your educational back-
qround T

I don't have any education. I'm
dumb! (faughter) 1 was born in Minne-
sota, but I've been out here ever since
I was three, so you might as well gall
me a native Californian. Maost af my
relatives are in Minnésota. My folks
are here in Californiac That's about it
«o [ didn't go to rollege.

How do you feel the dogs hove
influenced your lifestyle? '

I've really enjoyed them, but |
don't know whether they influenced it
al all, or not.

You don't feel you bought a bigger
car or house or a bigger lof because of

the dogs, anywhere down the road?

Mo. 1 think I'd live in a bigger
house, anyway. That's kind of a hard
question because I've always had dogs.
Since 1 was little, I've always had ani-
mals around. 5o it's a hard gquestion
for me to answer.

So what are the benefits of having
been in dogs?

There are BENEFITS? Well, you
really meet a ot of nice people. Of
course, a person in dogs has to like to
travel and I love to travel. If you
don't like to travel, you wouldn't like
dogs:  You do a lot of traveling, see a
lot of new places and meet new people.
It's really & lot.ef fun,

How about the drawbacks?

I really haven't had any draw=
backs. 1 think you make your own
drawbacks, if there are any drawbacks.
I can't think of any, except it's kind of
sad when you lose a dog.

Sometimes people ténd to think
thaot by being in dogs it has curiailed
their activities in ather areas.

That's their own problem, if
they're letting the dops rule thelr lives.
They can really do what they want;
they must enjoy it or they shouldn't be
doing it. Right?

When vou wére in dogs and had,
say, four or five and wanted to go off
on a show weekend or vacation, vou

Nickala's Mistigue Williwaw
Ch. Misti of Williwaw x Ch, Nikkie's Nekole of Williwaw
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apparently had someone you could trast
to take care of the others when you
were gone.

I had some GOOD neighbors. 1
never had any problems with not going
anyplace just because I had animals.
that would be a terrible feeling, if you
couldn't po someplace.

So hes it been worth it?

Sure, it's been a lot of fun. It's
all in what you make it, really. That's
the way in anything you do. [f you
enjoy it, you do it. If you don't enjoy
it, you wouldn't be doing it. I've
never become a slave to my dogs. But
I think that's what you were talking
about. Some people feel really tied
down.

Can you think of anyvthing we
hoven't taiked aboul thal you'ld like fo
discuss? Do you have any pet peeves?

I'm a peaceable person, 1 don't
talk about peeves! {Laughter} No, |
can't think of anything. Especially
about people. People are people - we
all have our faults. If you go around
looking for people's faults, you will be
very unhappy.

So you're not seeing any distress-
ing trends in Samoyeds in the ring to-
day, faults or anything, that you think
should be corrected?

There's always something that
should be corrected.

Do you think there's a trend to-
ward anything, like poor angulation,
poor heads, or anything like this that
you feel there's a tendéncy toward?

Some are good and some are bad.
It just depends, like 1 say, on what
people are breeding for. Some people
might like a certain type of head; 1
might not like it, but they do so that's
aokay. People like their own type of
animal. Everybody looks for something
different in an animal. They might not
like what 1 have and | might not like
what they have. So, that's kind of
hard to say because there are same
people who really like a certain line.
Everybody ought to be happy in what
they want, right? [If they like cow-
hocked dogs, they should breed for cow-
hocked dogs! (Laughter) But it is true,
it's hard to say. You're a breeder;
you know what I'm saying. Some peog-
ple might not like your dogs and you
might detest somebody else's dogs.

But you like what you have and that's
what counts. A lot of people might go
toward your type of dog and there
might be a lot of people who might go
toward another type of dog, too.

Don't you think it's important to
maintain the type?

You're right. Because after a
while, it might not look like a Samoyed
anymare. A lot of people think that
that's the way they're supposed to look.
You get down to different opinions on
something like that - like head type,
coat, body. [ think they should breed
more for a happy-go-lucky dog than a
standout coat.  Because it's not sup-
posed to be limp. They're losing the
standout coat. No undercoat.

If vou were ranking type and

sowredness, which one do vou think wou
would rank first?

You definitely don't want to lose
your type. We'd have a whole different
breed. [ feel type and soundness go
along together. PBecause you have your
head Standard so if you lose head type,
you've lost your head. Type and sound-
ness do go along together. Especially
through the Standard and what i1 de-
scribes as what the dog iIs supposed to
be doing, if you lost the type in i1, it
wouldn't be able to do it anymore.
They were originally a herding dog. If
you get too big a bone, too heavy a
Samoyed, clumsy; they are not geing 1o

be able to go out there and do that
kind of work, they wouldn't be fast

enough. 50 T feel type is very impor-
tant. And very definitely should be
preserved. 1 think most of the breed-

ers would have to feel that way, in
order to preserve the type. [ think
there's too much animosity between
breeders.  Instead of working together,
they're too busy going the other way.

Do you have anything else you'd
like to add?

Nat a thing.

Thank wou very much,

Oh, you're welcomel 14

Duster - January 16, 1972, Venturo - two points.
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