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The Samoved Quarterly
Talks with
Chris Higley
s

Ramona, California

This interview wai conducled al
the hamie of Chris Higley it Fefruary
of 1999 by Nancy Cody,

Horet long: have your been fn dogs?

When [ was growing up,
my folks had a dog, bur I
wouldn't say that is really being
in dogs. [ didn’t get into dogs
until 1970, when we moved
back from Alaska, My husband
was 1n the- service, and we
moved back from the Aleutian
[slands. We had an old hound
dog there. This was going 1o be
my husband’s. last duty station,
and we bought our first home.
We then decided now that we
had gotten our first home, it was
time to go get a dog. When |
was a little girl growing up in
England, we used to go to the
Eark and play. This puy used to

ring three of the most beautiful
d I had ever séen in my life,
and lo and behold, they were
Sammies. He used to let us play
with them. Ewvery time we went
to the park, we hoped that those
white dogs would be there, so
we could play with them, They
just had such a magical guality
to them. [ locked forward to
seeing them all of the ume,

When Dick, my hushand,
was growing up, he didn’t have
any of his own pets, but one of
the litde girls that he played with
had a Chow Chow n her fami-
ly.

When we decided to get our
own dog, we immediately had a
little mg-of-war going between a
Sammy and a Chow, and I won.
{langhter) We didn't really look
back after that, Dick just fell in
love them, as I had. 1 had such
a nostalgic view of these white
dogs. So that's how we got
started.

We didn't know anvhody
who had any in 8an Diego. We
didn't know anybody who had
ever had any. Therefore, we
looked in the yellow pages, and
we got our first Sammy from the
vellow pages. A big birch, and
we called her “Kiska” In fact,
her name is so pretentions. [

have to tell it to you because we
were so thrilled that we had this
purebred dog. We didn't have
much money, and we felt that
we paid good money for her,
She was going to be our dog.
We looked and she had the
pedigree and the whole nine
yards, It was really something

for us, so we thought, “Gosh,
we have to give this dog a spe-
cial name." By thar time, we
had read a licde bit on the back-
ground, but we really did go
mto the breed blind,  She had
some Russian sounding names
back in her pedigree. She ended
up being officially named
Higley's Royal Crarina Kiska:
You can print that if you want.
Later on, when we got to tell
people in the breed what we had
named our first dog, we had a
hard time getting over that one.
She was very big.

My hg‘:ﬁanﬁ knew a fellow
in the Navy who trained the
police dogs. He was telling the
guy about Kiska, and how she
was totally unmanageable. This
fellow suggested that we go o
some of the obedience classes,
and we did. I will never forget
Kiska. She was trained to do
the military finish, and she
would leap up in mid-air; trn
around and do a perfect sit, He
also told us about a match that
was being held and suggested
that we take Kiska to the match

and show her in ohedience. It
was the Silver Bay Kennel Club
Match.. 50 we went, Dick, at
that time, was the one handling
the dog. 1 wanted nothing to do
with it, because [ didn't think 1
could do it. She did }E)rtu}- well
until the long sit. He left her
and told her to stay and walked
away from her, turned right
around, and there she was night
i s face.

At that match, we met some
Sammy people who were show-
ing puppies in conformation,

The onc person we met was
Kathi Horton and her dad. We
got to talking with them, and
they told us about the San Diego
club and invited us to the next
meeting, which we went to. In
those days, it was a big club and
a very active club, We mer a lot
of wonderful people. They real-
Iy made us feel so welcome and
offered any help thar they could
give with our puppy. So we
became members of the club
and started attending regular
meetings.

Then we heard about con-
formation. Since we thought
our dog was beautiful, she was
going Lo win the whole nine
vards. So we entered Kiska i a
show. I believe it was the Sitheer
Bay show. We had not been 10
one training class for conforma-
tion. We knew nothing really
about the conformation of the
breed. We thought we had this
beautiful animal, and she was
going o win. We entered her in
a ¢lass. 1 forgot what class it
was. Derek Rayne was the
judge. I'll never forget this
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Dick walked in the ring with a
regular, round leather collar on
the dog, wing tip shoes (he near-
ly broke his neck in those wing
up shoes), and we went three
aut of three, and we were 5o dis-
appointed. As we started talking
to people, we realized Kiska was
not show quality. She was a big
bitch, with great big ears and a
huge gay tail,

Believe it or not, we were glut-
tons for punishment; and we
went back ta the same kennel to
get a show dog, and we got a
boy, He was a beautiful, beaun-
ful boy. Unfortunately, he was
so severely dysplastc we had w
have him put down at 1en
manths of age.

We got w talking o Kathi
and her dad. They had two
boys from Whitecliff, Midnight
Sun Kimba and Eobe-Wah, so
they put us in touch with Wilna
Coulter, and Wilna had a liver
coming up. 'We told her that we
wanted a male, so she picked the
gupp}' out for us. On New
‘ear's Eve of 72, we drove all
the way to San Francisco and
gickcrl up our puppy. Don and
Vilpa gave us a champagne
breakfast New Year's Day, and
then we came home with the
puppy, and that was “Czar.”
When we were stationed in the
Aleutians, they had some very
pretty names there, and there
was an active volecano named
Kanoga, so we named Czar after
that voleano. He was Ch,
Cear’s Kanoga of Lakewood.

We started showing him.
Dick-started and then broke his
toe; 50 | had to go in the ring, 1
just didn’t think I could do 1,
but I did it. He won quite a bit.
He took some Reserves from the
Puppyv classes, which in those
days was not that easy to do.
They had very large Open elass-
es in southern Califorma, and it
wok something like twenty-odd
dogs m those days for a three-
poimt major. In American Bred,
there would be six, seven, eight
dogs. Today you hardly ever
see an entry in American bred,
other than at our specialty, He
did very well. He was practical-
Iy undefeated. and people kept
asking, “When are you going 1o
put that dog in Open?” Open
was like lhc%cst in Show ring to
me in those days. I thought,
“Me? In Open? Me and my
dog in Open? Can't be done.”

Well, Kathi and Art had a
handler, and Kathi said, “If you
really don't think you ean do it,
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see if Jim will take Czar in Open
for you." And Jim did. He did
a really nice job with him and
finished him quite qun_k]} Crar
finished in the Top Ten as a
class dog, because his last two
nmes out as a class dog he ook
the Breed and went on to a
Group II and Group Il place-
ment, which in those days
before the Group was split, the
huge Working LJ;:'m:p gave him
enough points to put him in the
Top Ten. He was really a spe-
cial dog lor me. He lived wo be
abott ten.

Then we got a bitch and
named her “Sunny.” She was
bom in ‘73, We realized pretty
quickly that she had a wonder-
ful, wonderful personality. She
always had to have the: last
word. You chastised her for
doing something, and she would
wao vou right back. I'd say,
“Sunny, don't vou talk back to
me,” and she would walk away
from me, then twrn her head,
and I would barely hear that last
woo, but it was there. (laughter)
She got the last word.

She didn’t have a good
front, and we wondered if we
should breed her. 'We ook her
to Jim Osborne and he went
over her structurally, [im is
very, very diligent regarding the
structure of the Sammy. He'sa
retired engineer, so he is into all
the angles: He really couldn’t
figure out why Sunn\ méoved in
the front the way she did, so he
was willing to take a chance and
let us use his “JC." We bred
Sunny to JC in 1976, and that

was our first litter. We had
seven puppies out of that litter.
They were born in August.
Dick was a demo tech in the
Navy, and we were so worried
about this liver. We had read
all the literature. People helped
outfit us with an emergency
room, right down to faucets and
s0 forth, However, Sunny was
a very primitive bitch, and she
said, “I'll do this by myself.
Thank vou very much.” And
she did,

They had always said that
you have to keep puppies warm.
It was in this house, in August,
with no air-conditioning, There
was no way those puppies were
going to get chilled. In fact, they
were screaming. [ called Marion
Osborne one time, and [ was
just about in tears. I said, “Mar-
1on, these puppies are erying,
and T don’t know what to do.”
She said, “Trsounds like they are
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hot. Put them on a wet towel,”
and 1 did. [t was hke a miracle
had happened. They all shut up
and went to sleep,

We kept a bitch out of that
litter, :and we bred her three
tmes. The Arst ume was o the
Wards” “Pinto.” We got three
puppies out of that, and twa of
them finished. We kept one,
We -always kept at least one out
of the litter, because that is why
we bred,

From 1976 to our last litter
inn 1991, we bred a total of cight
litters. That's not a lot. Also,
we have never had more than
six dogs. As you can see here, 1
don't have a kennel. They are
my pets, and they are house-
dogs,

With Dick and I both work-
ing., we didn't feel we could do
justice by having a whole lot of
litters, We were always con-
cerned about placing puppies:

Ch. Sithin’s Sunire Syniphony, “DeeDee.”

We have always thought, in
many cases, some of the pet
homes are better homes than
some of the show homes,
because they get the anention.
They get the exercise. They get
walked by the owners. You
have to know what your limita-
tions are. Hopefully, we knew
what our limitations were. We
both were working and raising' a
family, so we couldnt become
professional kennel people, if
you will. Coensequently, we
chese to limit the breeding.

What 1 enjoyed most was
raising a litter of puppies and
picking one out. There would
be a real hopeful for me to keep,
and taking that puppy and fin-
ishing it myself, which I did.
After Dick broke his foot, he
never entered the ring again.
He was the kennel help,

I never campaigned a spe-
cial. It takes a lot of money and
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it takes a lot of ume o do that.
Once they finished, [ enjoyed
showing them periodically at
speciales. In fact, my old Czar
won the SCLA specialty one
year, That was really a big thrill
for us. As I recall, they haLE a
very nice large entry. so that
was really special for us.

One of the litters we had, we
bred “Star™ to “Hoss,” Kolinka's
Quilted Bear. We kept a bitch
from that, She was Ch. Sitkin's
Stardust Melody, otherwise
known as “Dusty,” because of |
have three-quarters of an acre of
dirt, and she always had a dusty
butt, We bred her and the
agreement Was a puppy — a
bitch. We had three puppies:
Twao males and a bitch. When
“Scarlett” was born, she immedi-
ately took over, She knew who
she was coming out of the
whelping box. %0 the Lunas
came down, and they took Scar-




lett, and Joannie helped make
our kennel name known, She
took Searlett and she cam-
paigned her. She was a top win-
ning bitch. She was a show dog.
She was a very, very pretty gir,
with lots of pizzaze. T was really
proud of her, and I was really
grateful o the Lunas for doing
what we would not have been
abile to do with such a special
bitch.

The other claim w fame, if
you will, was we bred the mater-
nal granddam of Razzmatazz.
That is kind of a little story in
iwsell. "We kept Star, and there
was another bitch puppy that we
sold to some people in Arizona.
They called us when she was
about four or five months old,
and the circumstances were such
that they couldn’t keep her, so
we ook her back. The Middle-
tons, Danny and Chris Middle-
ton, in Texas had been looking
for a bitch with the type of ped:-
gree that we have, and so they
called and said that they would
take "Puddin.”

Well, she came back o us
with & severe case of demodectic
mange, 50 we tied to tell Chris
and Danny. “Let’s take care of
the mange before we ship her.”
Danny wasn't fazed. He said,
“We have dealt with this before,
Ship her, and we will take care
of her.” So we did very hesi-
tantly, but we did. They ok
her 1o the vet, and Puddin at
that age was not what you
would call a prewy Sammy
puppy. She was all legs and big
cars and head and evervthing,
but we had seen the potennal.
They ended op shaving her
down o her neck. I never did
see a picture. I old Danny,
“Don't you dare take a picture
of that bitch shaved,” but she
must have looked like a buzzard.
She got over that, and they
showed her and quickly finished
her. Then they bred her to one
of their males, who was also a
JC son, and kept a bitch out of
that, and then they bred that
bitch to Hoss, and the result was
Razzmataze. Therefore, 1 like to
think we had a little hand in
Razzmatazz. 1 don't think his
record’s been broken. I don't
keep rack too much on records
anymore. We kind of sailed
along on “Tae's™ laurels for a lit-
tle while, but we had a very
small piece of it.

We bred Suar 1o Hoss twice.
The second litter was:a small lit-
ter, just two puppies. We sold
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the bitch as a pet quality, and we
kept the male, "Sam,” who we
subsequently did finish. He was
another very nice dog,

Let me see, We bred
Sunny. We bred Star three
times, once to Pinto, and twice
to Hoss. Dusty, the bitch we
kept from the Star/Hoss breed-
ing, was bred three times. Once
to “Smasher” and once to
Mardee Ward's *Tug," and we
kept “Sara” from that breeding,
We started to show her, but 1
idn’t like her front, and I didn’t
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like her round eyes. I probably
could have finished her, but 1
didn’t. She spent the rest of her
time here fat and happy and
spaved.

We bred Dusty for the third
and last time o the Cassidys’
“Cowboy,” who also comes
down from Hoss, From that, we
kept “DeeDee.” who is meditat-
ing on the couch there. She fin-
ished quite quickly, I thought
she was going o go Winners
Bitch at the National in Alaba-
ma. She wok the Bred-by class,

v I6

a nice big Bred-by elass. 1like to
think she was a faverite, but she
didn't get Winners Bitch. How-
ever, I was really happy she
took the Bred-by class at the
National, because she went to
the National needing one point
to finish, and then [ finished her
very soon after that,

She was born in 1988, and [
bred herin 1991 for the first and
only time 1o “Carol's Chance.”
From that, we got a litter of nine
puppies, and the guy under the
table is the one we kept, That
was thelast liter, “Toby” was a
big, gangly puppy. In fact, I
would look at him periodically
and think, “Toby, I think ]
made a mistake keeping you.”
When he was pretty close to
four, I looked out and thought
he was ready to take out and
show and have some fun with.
We put three five-point majors
on him and finished him in one
weekend. (laughter) [ was
ecstatic, but by the same token, |
was a bit disappointed. My hus-
band’s health by that time
wasn't good at all, so we knew
we weren't going to put much
time into specialing any dog. It
was an Arizona weckend, and
we kind of looked at each other
and said, “It's done. It's over.”

That was the last litter I had.
It was in May of *91 that Toby's
liccer was born, and in Decem-
ber of that year, Dick had a seri-
ous stroke. He recovered some-
what, but not to the point where
he could go back to work, and
his health was very bad. There-
fore, it wasn't something where 1
could work throughout the
week, then on the weekend go
running off to dog shows, so we
didn't,

That is basically where we
are with a breeding program.
We always agonized over a
I)rccding. who were we poing to
take a bitch to, and always tried
to learn as much not enly about
the dog that we were taking a
bitch to, but alsa his siblings
behind him. With very limited
breeding, we have done okay.
We had our problems just like
anvbody else.

One of the dogs that we
bred, I had high hopes for him.
He was a very typical Sammy.
He wasn't exaggerated in any
way and had really nice move
ment, but was moderately dys-
plastic, sp he was a heartbreaker.
We had him x-rayed, and we

Just couldn’t believe it. We wait-

ed six months and had him x-




rayed again, and he was definite-
Iy dysplastic. We had him
neutered and he stayed home
with us, If something happens
and we can’t show a dog, we
normally don't place it. We just
keep him as a member of the
farmily

The one dog that we did
place - he was about seven
years old when we did it - was a
finished champion, but he had
an overexaggerated sense of ter-
ritory. His territory was as far
as he could see. It gor o be a bit
difficult keeping two boys
together, sé we placed him,
because there was a lot of tense-
aessaround. Did | close the
door? Did I shut the gate? Dol
have two bioys together?

In fact, I did get bitten one
time, and it was absolutely my
own stupidity. 1 had a bich in
seasan, 1 was getting ready to
go o work, and I thought I had
all the dogs corralled in thew
own little places where they
should be. I walked back in
here, expecting to find a single
dog, and found four. Toby was
just a really young dog, not even
two years old, and he was
always a mellow dog. He
doesn't have any signs of aggres-
siveness. but he and my old Sam
were what | call assuming the
positions. As soon as [ walked
through the door, they went for
each other. Thart gives you a
real adrenaline rash, and you
instinctively try to pull them
apart, which T did. but then Sam
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Che Stlercreek s Pucldin O'Sithin; maternal granddam of “Taz.”

got gway [rom me and he
lunged at Toby and got me right
here and really clamped down
on me pretty good. [ was in a
soft cast for a few weeks: He
really crunched on me.
Hawever, you had o know
Sam. He was the sweetest,
sweetest dog, and he never
knew he bit me. If he had
knowmn, he would have been
absolutely mortified. He was
going for this guy right here,

From that pomt on, we

couldn't keep the two together,
Prior to that they had run
together with no problems. Of
course, we were never stupid
enough to think we could run
two males together with a bitch
n season, but if the bitch wasn't
in season, it was just like one big
family, and they all got along. 1
always thought if left to their
own devices, they would estab-
lish a hierarchy, and they might
11:[‘\'(_' 4 SCAr Oor wo [0 \"!“}“‘ rfj'l'
it,  We just weren't willing to
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take that risk, and I don't think
many people are willing 1o go to
that extreme anymore. 5o we
kept the two boys separated.

In fact, unul I lost Sam a few
months after T lost my husband,
we had a big old crate setting
right here. They were always
with us, but they would take
turns in the crate. It was the
very first crate we ever boughe,
because we had gone to the dog
shows and we had seen the dogs
in their crates, and we thought,
“They can't stand up in them,"
so we went and bought a Great
Diane crate. (laughter) And that
Great Dane crate was a fixture
right there. In fact. I have a
snapshot somewhere of my two-
year-old niece standing up in it
That's how big it was, but it
really did come in handy, and it
was a fixwre in this corner for
many years. We'd be sitting
here having Thanksgiving din-
ner and there was the crate right
there. When I lost Sam, that
just left the one boy, so I was
finally able to replace the crate
with something a bit more deco
rative. (laughter)

Which would you say wes your
Best litter?

Gosh, that 15 not an easy
question, because whenever you
have a litter of puppics you eval-
uate them and think, “If T could
just put that rear on this puppy
and these ears on that puppy
and this coat on that puppy. I
would have an amalgamated




puppy, and I would have the
perfect puppy.”

Probably my best breedin
of all was my first breeding o
Star to Hoss for averall quality,
It helped to stamp what we
thought we were looking for,
right or wrong, We have gener-
ally had prewv dogs, although
we also had a couple of ugly
ones. We've had our movement
faults. The biggest one, I
believe, 15 a tendency to close
rears, but what [ can't abide is
what I call a deuble diaper rear.
It just won't single wrack in ar all,
I don't like a close rear, bue if 1
have to have the lesser of two
evils, T will take the close rear
over the double diaper rear
because the dog simply cannot
track in at all.

What 15 the best dog you hauve
onemed o bred ?

In terms of conforming to
the standard? Again, that's a
difficult quesuon. 1 would have
ta say Dusty, but she was a sub-
stantial bitch, Solid as a rock in
both temperament and move-
ment. There are some people
who may net agree with me, but
I lived with her. I didn't just
watch her in the show ring, but ]
also watched her out in the
backyard, and I watched her
interact with all the other eritters
in the house. She was just a
really solid, stable bitch. A liile
big, pretty, but she got a litle
doggy in her old age,

Which one was the biggest win-
ner? '

Secarlett, without a doubt,
Absolutely. Hands down, She's
my Best in Show bitch.

Do you have a_favorite story
about an mdizdual dog or several
different dogs? '

We used to call my old Czar
a tattletale. If the other dogs
were getting inwo mischief, he'd
come i1 and he'd bark at us say-
ing, “Come and sce what these
guys are doing, and I'm just
being so good.™ Well, T caught
him one time. One of his
favorite toys was a squeaky
Caoke bottle. In fact, his handler
never let me live it down. I
insisted that squeaky Coke bot-
tle goon a wour of shows with
Manley. 1 was looking out the
window one day, and Czar was
bent on burying that Coke bat-
tle. I rapped on the window and
said, “Caar, you stop that right
now,” and he goes, “Who?

Me?" He had this hole hallway.

dug; so he laid down by the
hole, and if a dog could whistle,
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this dog would have been
whistling. He had this one paw
cocked as if to say, “Maybe she

me. Not only had he been
skunked, but he had a baby
skunk m his mouth, T wanted to

Sithin s Samza Pac-Mean, “Sam."

won't see me if T do this? Just
filling it in. He was bound and
determined o bury that bottle,
but he was very eareful about it
after I had rapped on the win-
dow and told him 1o stop.

Czar came in one ume, and
he was showing us a prize. He
had this oozy thing hanging out
his mouth, ¥jumpcd up on the
couch, What it turned owt 10 be
- the kids had these linle plastic
molds that you could make
monsters and lizards - and that
was what it was, but by the time
he got ahold of it, there was sali-
va all over it, and it looked like
the real thing.

We have lived here since
1976, and this last year was the
very first ime that I ever had a
dog get skunked. [ must have
been living right until then, It
was Toby. T heard this ruckus.
The dogs were just raising cain
out there, and it was dark, so 1
went out with a flashlight. 1
could see Toby coming toward

rescue the skunk, so I rapped
him on the muzzle. He dropped
the skunk. My first instinct was
to get the skunk and get it out of
here before he can do more
damage. [ ran inte the house to
get a paper towel to pick up the
skunk. In the meanume, Toby
is right behind me, and the first
thing he does 15 just rub his muz-
ele all over the carpet. T ran out
there and got the skunk and put
him in the field next door. 1
found him dead the next day,
but he was sill alive when T put
him in the field. That was my
first experience with a dog get-
ting skunked. Toby must have
taken a direct hit right on the
muzzle, I tried everything, It
seemed like for months after-
ward whenever I would get his
miuzzle wet vou could still smell
it.

It wasn’t two weeks later
when I came home from work
and they all made a becline for
the couch over there. I won-
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dered if they had one of the cats
corralled. T got all the dogs our-
side, and 1 lifted up the couch
and I saw these two beady little
cyes looking at me, ‘and lo and
behold, 1 now had a baby pos-
sum underneath my couch. [
don't know how it gat in the
house, whether the dogs were
chasing it outside, and 1 came
through the dog door and under
the couch. We have a wildlife
refuge not too far from here, sa 1
called them up and asked, “How
do I corral a possum in my
house? They told me to get a
broomstick and a pail and this,
that and the other. Nothing
worked. 1 finally got a pair of
gardening gloves, and I was able
to manipulate him where [ could
pick him up by his tail, and
deposited him outside; I think
he survived. He went off and
just hissed at me.. S0 within the
span of two weeks, [ got
skunked and possumed. They
had a ball. They just had sich a
good time. They thought it was
wonderful.

Whach one wodd you sy wes the
biggest character?

Probably my old Sunny gl
As 1 said, she always had to
have the last word. She really
had an empathy for people, too.
She knew when something
funny was going on, and she
seemed to enjoy it right along
with you, because she would
wag her tail and woo at you, By
the same token, she seemed to
really sense if you were just a bit
down, and she would quietly sit
there with vou.

After Dick lost his mom,
Dick’s dad came and lived with
us for a livle while. They had
never been around animals, but
Dick’s dad got to the point
where he rca.lﬁ.r did enjoy them,
and they were a lot of company
to him while Dick and I were off
at work and the kids were off at
school. Dad was sitting in his
rocking chair one time, and he
was eating an orange, and he
was talking and his hands were
moving while he was talking,
Well, gunny girl was watching
this hand with the orange slice
in it, and she timed it just per-
fectly. She walked right by him,
never broke stride, took that
slice of orange right out of his
hand and proceeded to eart i,
{laughter} She was a character.

Can pedigrees in this breed be
druested as to accuragy

I can only relate to the peo-
ple T have dealt with, and 1




would have to say ves. [ would
be very disappointed if they
turned out 1o be wrong, The
people we have dealt with over
the vears, we have shared our
successes; we have shared our
problems. I'm not saying that
everybody tells everybody
everything. Therc are some
skeletons in the closest. Howev-
er, by and large, we made
friends with the people we dealt
with, and we trusted them, and
hopefully they trusted vs. 1 just
never could see the point in
being anvthing other than
straight forward. You are hurt-
ing the breed if you try to be
anything else but. This is not an
easy breed to keep, and mast of
the people in this breed are not
what you call money people,
and so you have to think they
love the breed, and if they do
that, they arc going to do right
by it

How have you used ibreeding,
linebreeding and outerossing?  Wien
sholed éach be weed?

You really have to know
what vou are doing to do
inbreeding, and I have never
done inbreeding. Linebreeding
is good. When you start seeing
something going a little awry
you know it is time to introduce
something new. Then you go
look and \invesdgztr. Hopefully
that new element that yoi intro-
duce is going to correct whates-
er problem vou have,

Inbreeding is chancy. In my
opinion, not only do yvou have
to know what you are doing,
but also vou have to have really
extensive knowledge of the
dogs, and not just the dogs you
are using for breeding but their
siblings and their cousins. Also,
you have to be willing, if neces-
sary, to cull. You have to be
absolutely honest. Honest? 1
think I am. Willing to cull?
Probably not,

Wha or what fas influenced your
breeding the most?

There have been a lot of
people.  Sitting arcund the
campfire at dog shows talking.
That is not really an easy ques-
tion to answer., [ wouldn't sin-
gle out any one person. It has
been a conglomerate of shared
information, the people you
trust, and who will honestly cri-
tique your dogs. You never
stop learning,

How many degs do you have
right ngnp?

I have three Sammics right
now, and the youngest is almost
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eight.

What 1 the wmost you have ever
hept?

Six.

How did you came wp with your
kennel nane?

Sitkin is another funny
story., Again, out in the Aleu-
tians, there is an island called
Great Sitkin Island, We liked
that, and it was a northern
name, s0 we were Great Sitkin
Samoyeds. Then Kathi, my dar-
ling Kathy, 1 got a postcard from

her one time, and it was
addressed to Great Shitcan
Samoyeds. (laughter) We

thought that if we are going to
be shitcanned, we sure don't
want to be great, so we dropped
the great.” And that’s how we
became Sitkin's, That's the hon-

est truth.

Erd e e your fitters ip any
sort of scheme?

We kind of did. We went
astro, because the first home-
bred bitch we kept, Star, was
Sitkin's Morning Star. The sec-
ond litter was Dusty Botiom,
and she was Sitkin's Stardust.
The third one, we went out of
character. That was Sam. Sam
as a puppy ate everything in
sight, and that was when the
game Pac-Man became very

opular, so he was Sitkin's
gamza Pac:Mian. Then, when
we bred Dusty, we kept a male
and he was Sitkin's Starbuck.
Then when we bred Dusty to
Tugga, she was Sitkin's Moon-
light Serenade, When we bred
Dusty to Cowboy, we had

Ch.

Sithin's Joshua of Ramona,
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Sitkin's Sunlight Symphony.
Then when we bred DeeDee o
Chance, it was such a big old
gawky puE}p}' that he got his call
name betore he got his regis-
tered name, and he was just a
Toby 1o me. He was kind of
comical and gangly, and in Eng:
land, they had a comic called
Toby Jones, Well, he looked a
little geeky at oimes, and he just
looked like a Toby, so he got his
call name before he got his regis-
tered name, He's based on Star
Wars. It is a play on words.
He is Sitkin's Tobe One K'nube
- "to be one can you be.” We
did kind of stick with that astro
thing, with the exception of Pac-
Man,

Do you feel that you have estab-
lished a da'm'ngmiw‘mcﬁfr ine? What




do you feel otfers are loaking for when
they think of your lmne?

There were times when call-
ing a Sammy pretty was almost
deropatory becanse that implied
that the dog couldn't move, but
hopefully we had a fairly decent
combination of the pretty dogs
and fairly decent movement.

However, as far as establish-
ing a stamp, I'm not sure that 1
would want to do that. What |

ranted to da was try w conform
to the written standard as much
as I could. IF all things were
equal, I would take the larger
Sam over the smaller one,
although I love a very feminine
bitch. My Dusty Butt was not
feminine, but she was one super
bitch. I'm not sure I agree with
a breeder going out to put your
own stamp on something. 1
beheve the effort should be in
trying to conform to the stan-
dard.

How would you rate type, tem-
Jierament and soundness m order of
ttfrortasce !

I'm going to cheat on this
one, because [ think you roll u
all up into type. What is type?
If wou read the standard, it’s the
bottom line. It's the whole dog.
I'm paraphrasing something a
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Judge said one time - it might
have been Derek Rayne - thae if
YOU Were to silhouette a dog
against a full moon, no matter
how well that dog moves, if you
can't tell what the breed is, then
vou don't have type. T've seen
mixed breeds beautifully single
tracking down the road, but it is
not a Sammy. You nced the
expression, the way the dog car-
ries itself, the way the dog
moves, the way the dog interacts
with people. That is all rolled
up into type. and I just don’t
think you can categorize by spiit
ting that up. Il you do that,
sooner or later you are poing o
run inte trouble.

You are not dreeding right now,
but you are thinking of getting a
Pupin, Ii that correce?

Yes. [ finally made up my
mind, and I gou the official word
today that I am going to retire
on the 30th of Scptember. T am
probably going to move. [ have
three-quarters of an acre, and
I'me really tived of the dust in the
summertime:and the mud in the
wintertime. My sisters live in
Hemet which 15 about 75 miles
northeast of here. If 1 do sell,
I'm probably not going to be
able to buy in San Diego Coun-

ty; therefore, I'm :h.'mking of
moving up there to the ‘burbs.

It :mth be fun to gevanoth-
er puppy. It will be the first
time 1 have gone out to buy a
puppy since 1973, because, as |
said, we have always k{,}:-L sOme-
thing from what we've bred.
rlmt will be-a challenge in itself.
I'll probably be the most finicky
person. 'l probably be lucky if
I end up with a puppy. (laugh-
ter}

Do you think you smight stari
breeding again? -

I haven't decided one way
or the other. I do love the bitch-
es. [ love them all dearly, but
sometinmes one will capture your
heart just a little bit more, and
this guy here, Toby, does. 1
really haven't made up my
ming.

Tdeal conformatton.  Deseribe
Your inderprefation of the perfect dog
af this breed?

A dog that fits the standard.
It is not underdone or overdone,
One of the dogs I had one tme
would pace, and once I knew
what structure was-all about, I
found out he was well angulated
in the rear but straight in the
front, A dog has to be equal
fore and alt 1o not interfere with
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its movement. [ don't like a
short neck on a dog. 1 like that
beautifully arched, strong neck.
I don’t like a dghe wail. 1 just
can't abide round eyes: In fact,
that is one of the reasons [ never
did show Sara. Her eyes look
o round. You have 1o have
that expression. You have to
have that beautiful almond eye -
the darker, the better. I have
had a couple of light eves. The
set of the ears. The mouth.
The smile, When you see a dog
sleeping with its mouth shut and
it 15 curving up, then you know
vou have the correct Sammy
mouth, Correct movement:
good coming and going, and a
very, very stable temperament.
I might be describing a lot of
breeds here; however, the one
lh'tl]s:_ is the empathy that Sam-
mies seem o have with people.
If we ever got rid of that, you
dan't have a picce of the Sammy
left.

Wy da some f!rwl fank r'r,-m_.!'
Manding and posing, but not 50 gum#
wiken rrlur,'!h..;.’

The skeletal structure, -and
the way the skeleton and the
muscles all fit together, We
often fault dogs for standing
with a foot out, but then look at




us. How often do we stand per-
fectly? How often do we move
perfectly? Yer, we do expect
our dogs w, but there is a rea-
son for that. That is, as Kay
would say, form does follow
function. We weren't built to
pull sleds and herd reindeer;
whereas, these dogs were. You
can't take that away from the
breed, even though they don't
really do it anymore. It would
be such a disservice to let your-
self lapse on that movement.
Let's be realistic. How many
breeds do what they were bred
to do in this day and age? Not
many. However, I would like w
think I could take Toby out and
ke would do his job, That is
one of the things that drew us to
the breed.

How should they move 1 the
frant, anid from the side?

From the front, they need o
have a nicely extended front,
with nothing deep coming in, on
a good single track; nice and
clean and covering ground.
They have a goof gﬂrward
reach., They reach out and
tovich the ground here, then pull
back. It doesn’t waste any ener-

o This here actually has a
gry, vcryglil)ircc front on ;u.m. i
love w see him come up w0 me
from the back of the yard. Last
year he was bitten by a snake in
the leg and there was some ois-
sue damage, and he was on
three legs %'m’ a long tme. It
took him a long tme, and he is
still not quite over it. I would
see him limping and think: “Oh
my goodness. What happened
to that beautful fromt?” He was
such a pleasure 1o watch, com-
ing at you and going around.
The gait has to be well timed,
with no interference fore and
aft, no weaving or crossing over,
and good, good drive from the
TCar,
We do see some flashy side-
gaits, but they are not necessari-
ly correct. They are really
flashy. and nice to watch: how-
ever, if you were to put the dog
in slow moton, you would see
some wasted motion there. 5o a
well-timed, far-reaching front,
well-driving rear, and nice and
easy - light on his feet. 1 hate 1o
see a Sammy lumber. 1 don't
care if he isin the ring, or in the
backyard. When you see a
Sammy lumber, although he
might be moving correctly, he is
maoving heavily. When 1 say

moving u::i‘rc-::lly, I mean he s

putting his feet in the right place,
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but he is having a hard time
doing it. I hate a lumbering
Sammy.

How should a dog move in the
rear, when going away, at a slow
trot?

At a slow trot, 1t gradually
has to come in to a single rack,
and you have to sce power in
the rear, pushing off that rear.
Again, I don’t mean that fashy,
far-rcaching kickoff, but you
have to see obvious power,
Also, you have to see the rear
pads when the dog's kicking. 1f
vou see the dog in the show ring
going away from you, you like
to think that if that dog was
pulling a sled or if he was herd-
ing reindeer all day that he
wouldn't get tired, and he would
pull that-sled to its destination.
You have to have good muscle
tone, Without the good skele-
ton and without the good mus-
cle tone, the do’s not going w
be able o do it

What are you fooking for m the

head?
A correct wedge-shaped
head, nicely shaped ears. ['ve
had a couple of big cars in my
time. Again, lhat%)cautiful lip
setting, with the Sammy smile;
those almond eyes, preferably
dark. As 1 said before, I've had
a couple of light eves, and even
though the eye was correctly
shaped and it was a pretty head,
the light eyes detracted {from
what would have been other-
wise a very, very nice head on a
Sammy. I like to see lots of
thick; plushy fur on the fore-
head, and a nice dark nose.
Again, I've had a light nose or
two, and [ like the nice black
nose.  Also, the nice dark eve
rims. If vou are missing any
one of those elements, no matter
how good'the others might be, it
will detract.

1 had a beawiful puppy one
time, and her eye rim never
filled in completely, and she had
this little pink right in the corner
of her eye. She was a very, very
prewy bitch, but that linle bit of
pink just detracted from the
overall look of the head,

So you feel that pigment i very
wnportant?

Yes, Missing pigment does
detract, Also, thELF[.:iggmman does
allow for a certain amount of
protection from the sun, so there
15 good reason to have good pig-
ment, and not just appearance-
WIsC.
Hew seriows are wiissing feeth?

I haven’t seen thatas a rveal-

ly serious problem. I've seen a
few bad bites, but bites overall
aren’t a sertous problem in the
breed. However, [ have seen a
few. In fact, | had one. Missing
tecth aren't penalized as far as
the breed standard, not like the
Dobies. Personally, missin
teeth are not a problem that
have had. 1 had a funny bite
with one dog.

Is eye color really tmportant?

Yes.

I you eould rate the whole dog
on-a point seale of 100, how many
fuatnts showld the head be assigned?

I don’t like point scales, but
if I had o do it, maybe twenty,

Hew about winter nose? Iy that
a frroblem?

No. I've had winter nose,
but I don’t consider it to be &
problem.

Do you knoww what causes it?

No, [ really don't. Do you?

1 abways suspected suniight, but [
den t knee for sure,

That could very well be,
because you are talking pigment.

What sfould be the relationship
of chest depith to the rest of the dog?
Showld the chest come to or below the
elho?

It needs to come to at least
the elbow. You have to have
that nice deep chest, and you
have to have that nicely sprung
rib: cage for the heart and lung
room, because if the dog 15 oth-
erwise structurally sound with-
out that deep chest and the heart
and lung room, then you have
an endurance problem. In some
of the Sammies I've seen - and |
haven't been to that many
shows lately, so0 I'm not the best
eritic in the world at this particu-
lar stage of the game - they are
lacking forechest. There is some
shallowness in the forechest that
could be improved upon. You
have to have that, and you have
to have the depth of chest and
the nicely sprung rib cage. It is
very important.

Has 1t been your experience that
coad & very tportant fo winnmg m
the ring?

When the rubber hits the
road, ves. I've won with dogs
ot of coat, and 1 have lost with
dogs out of coat, too. {laughter)
If you are really intent on win-
ning, if you want to finish your
dog, be patient. Wait until the
dog is in coat. If you think there
is a judge coming along who
doesn’t care about coat, then
yes, by all means; show to that

judge. However. by and large,

it is the overall impression that
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:l'_?]ur dog gives to that judge.
ere are a lot of different types
of judges in the world, and they
all have their own opinions and
subjective interpretations of the
standard. There is a good
description of coat in the stan-
dard, znd that is one of the
ﬂﬁn%fhc judpes are looking for.

hat about the buff color @ some

: H

I don't mind it, probably
because I've had it. In fact, my
Star was born with specracles.
The spectacles faded with age,
but she got more body biscuit. 1
had her under a Siberian judge
one time, and she went Winners
Bitch, and I could have hugged
the judge. She was going
through Star’s coat and said,
“My, what a beautiful coat!”
And I could have just hugged
her for it, 5o, ves, I have had
biscuit, and it does scem to
become more accentuated with
age. If 1 was judging, I certainly
wouldn't penalize a dog because
of that. Some of it is less atrac-
tive. It depends on how it 1s
through the coat. If it is
splotchy, it can be somewhat
less attractive. All else being
equal, | would not penalize a
dog for it.

Do you think that somefines, all
elve bemg equal, hisants are aot put
s becancse of it?

I do. Too often, they want
the sparkling white dog. Some-
times the sparkling white dog is
not sparkling, It is just white, 1
feel you need those silver tips to
the coat, and 1 feel the bulf helps
preserve that. A dull white, o
me, is less autractive than a
Sammy who is not white, white,
white but has the sparkling dps
to the eoat, which is more cor-
rect and is more attractive.

What & an ideal front? A 45-
degree layback of showlder with a cor-
responding layback of ufiper arm, or a
moderale froni?

There has been so much dis-
cussion on that 45-degree angle.
If you can get cdose to the 45-
degree, with a nice long upper
arm, you are in “front heaven”
as far as the Sammies are con-
cerned. How many Sammies
have that 45-degree angle? |
suspect not that many, I've seen
quite & few who have come real-
ly close o it. This has been
hml?r debated over the years. 1
don't think 1 have ever had one
right on 45 degrees.

What would you consider an
ideal eroup droproff?

A nicely sloping one,

————essSSSSSSSSSSNMSSSSTT



because you have to have that
strong back, good loins and thac
nicely sloping croup, If it isn't,
sometimes you have not guing
to have the correct tailset. The
tailset and the il structure on
the Sammy is very important.

Deseribe the correct topline? I
s franetionad er for beanly?

A correct topline is'a thing
of beauty. That beautifully
arched neck coming down te the

withers o a good length of back

and nicely sloping croup, and
when you see that topline move,
it is as smooth as silk. With a
dog that is moving correctly,
that is light on its feet, it is a
thing of beauty.

What s the wleal hewhit of ¢
and a bitch for you? eald i

For me, 1 like the top of the
standard in & dog. I'tl go below
the 22 inches on a bitch, but not
oo much. My Star was one of
the smaller bitches. She was
very, very feminine in appear-
ance, and very, very feral in her
nature. Her size was no deter-
rent to her being a very, very
primitive bitch. Dusty But was
a good 22 inches. She was prob-
ably 22:1/2 inches; and as solid
as they come, [ do prefer the
males: to be at the top of the
standard,

" How abiout idéal il length and

Sets

If 1t 15 longer than the hock,
it's perfect, IF it is shorter than
the hock, then chances are it is
not Foing to serve its original
purpose of protecting the dog in
the Arctic cold, If it is double-
hooked and is not mobile
enough, again, it is not going to
serve its purpose.  Also, it is not
as attractive. To me, the funny
thing about the standard is it dis-
cusses the tal; for mstance, if 1t
is not correct, the dog could
freeze, and n my opimion, if' it is
not correct, it is also not as
attractive. Again, form does fol-
low function. That form is
beautiful to behold when it 15
correct. [ have seen some incor-
rect tails lately. Too dght, and |
don’t think it is attracuve, and 1
don't think it is correct.

What about ideal ear and earset?

Not wo big. As [ said, I've
had those before. Nice and
thick, well furred outside and on
the mside, and expressive. The
cars tell a lot about & dog. A
Sammy with a correct earset, if
he is in a certain mood, his ears
can go east'west, and you think,
“My Goodness. I'm glad that's
not permanent.” | just don't like
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big ears. Again, if T had to take
the lesser of the two evils, 1
would take a smaller ear over a
bigger ear, but it has to be thick.
If it 1s not thick and well furred,
then again it is subject to freez
mng.

Heow about the tdeal foot?

Nice and long. Again, well
furred in the pads. Nice thick
pads. It is spread, but not
splayed, so that it can ger a firm
grip. A small, skinny foot I can-
not abide. A httle scrunched up
cattype foot might be attractive
in the show ring, but it is cer-
tainly not correct.

What's the ideal temperament?

Doesn't know a stranger.
Stable, no matter what the situa-
tion, They have to be loving,
and absolutely no signs aof
aggressiveness toward _p::op[c.
When they say aggressiveness,
duss are dogs, and you will
under certain situations have
dogs who have aggression
toward other dogs, just like
humans. [ would not tolerate a
Sammy who showed any signs
of ageressiveness luwarr:%na
human being. I just would not
tolerate that. They are funny,
intelligent, stubbom. They have
a mind of their own. As [ said
about my Dusty Butt, just sclid

“and stable and loving,

What are the meost sevious foults
. the breed today?

We need o work on fronts,
which is not an easy task. [ like
a mice length of leg on a Sammy,
and vou don't always get that,
Compared 1o the length of the
body, sometimes the legs are too
shori. The rounder eye. I'm
not saying these are predomi-
nant, but these are things we
need to be vigilant on.

Is the sran%}};?{ a one? fs
there anything you would ke to sec

(& ¥
mﬁ[fu belicve the standard s a

rood one. As | mentioned
before, 1 don't like points. They
tend to cut the dog up into too
many little pieces. We have had
a lot of discussion with the
national club and the local clubs
about the breed standard, but
overall when I read it and com-
pare 1t 1o other breed standards,
it is wiell written.

Shauld there be any disqualifica-
dros 7

Well, blue eyes is already a
disqualification. And aggressive-
ness, that should be disqualified.

Should champions be specialed?

It depends upon the owner,
If we had had the money and

the time, we had a couple of
champions that we would have
loved w special. It's a very per-
sonal thing, though. There are
champions that are finished and
are never seen again. If you
really want to show everybody
what you have. it makes sense
to special. But in my book, you
don’t sacrifice other things to
special a champion. You den't
sacrifice your family. If you can
do it; wonderful! If you can’t,
don’t lose any sleep over i,

Does niaking the Top Ten or
Troendy mean anything?

Yes, it really does, especially
if it’s. your dog. (laughter}
However, you have to bring
sOme common sense into it
You have to say, "Okay. Yes,
this dog made Top Ten or
Twenty, but by the way, this
dog is backed by money, and
the dog is out every weckend,
and more power to the dog and
the owner who can do it every
weekend,” Unfortunately, what
you don't know are the dogs
who are sitting in your backyard
because you can't afford o, or
Eou don’t want to, or you don't

ave the time to devote to it
who would be quality-wise
every bit as competitive as the
dog who did make the Top
Twenty. Irisasport. Itisa
very competitive sport, I
depends on how much time,
money and energy vou are will-
ing to put into it. I don’t know
that even if [ had the time and
meoney I would be personally
cut out for that level of compen-
tion, but more power to those
who are.

Would popularization help or
frazrms Lhe breed:

From what ['ve seen with
other breeds, it would hann the
breed. We've managed to stay
fairly stable in the mddle of the
rankings as far as popularity is
concerned, and [ don’t see that
as a bad thing. Dalmatians
became really popular afier the
movie. I don’t think that type of
popularity does any service to
the breed. They are overbred,
incorrectly bred, and unfortu-
nately, it gets 1 be a dollar sign
in somebody’s eyes, and that
can be nothing but detrimental
w any breed. I'm glad 1o see the
Sammy where he is.

Is judging fair?

Fftm where I sit and from
my experience, 1 would have to
say, by and large, yes. Never-
theless, it may be very differemt
for those who are campaigning

Winter 200001 » 32

e

specials, but 1 ean't talk about
that because T haven't done it. [
can only wlk from what 1 have
enjoyed doing. We have
enjoyed breeding and raising a
litter and puppies pooping on
the floor, and taking the puppy
that we have kept and going out
and finishing that puppy. I'm
not saying there haven't been
times when we felt we should
have won, but we didn't, Also,
maybe someone clse should
have won when we did. By and
large, I don't see any really
severe problem with judging.

Wondd you rather show under an
all breed judge or a breeder-judge?

That's a tough one, T'm not
sure [ have an answer for that
I've shown under both. ['ve
shown under breeder-judges
who | could hardly wait to show
under, and then I was disap-
pointed, I've shown under
breeder-judges that 1 thought,
“I'm going to give them a
chance,” and they have done a
pretty darn good job. Of
coursg, we have shown under
lots of all-arcunders. I do think,
as breeders, if we are going to go
for our judge's license, we have
to go in there with a thick skin,
with a total sense of honesty,
and with the sense that you are
going to look at the dog. It's
such an individual thing, and it
depends so much on the individ-
ual who is doing the judging.
Some breeder-judges are won-
derful,

When judging is poor, do you
Himke 3t s mare the reswlt of polifics, or
the fact ihat a lot of fudees don’t knoww
the breed?

It's a litde bit of both. Some
judges do tend to go for licenses
for breeds that they really are
not all that keen on, and that’s
very wreng. IF you are going
for a license for any breed, you
have to like the breed. IF ac s
just another job, 1 don't want to
show under that judge. There s
a mixture of both politics and
that this is just another breed
which really isn't my breed and
i5 just another one that I can get
paid 1o do. I have been under a
couple of judges who didn't
express a real interest in the
Samoved. It was just another
breed on their slate.

Do advertising influence
Juidzes? 2

It has 1o have at least a sub-
liminal influence. To what
degree, [ don't know, However,
the dogs who are being adver-
tised are those very same dogs




who are being shown every
week,

Dl you always show your oum
dogs?

Yes.

Ll you ever use a handler?

The one tme with Jim when
I was too chicken to go in Open.

Bid you ever handle other peo-
I;‘J_lfg' : dog_l.- @k lfz'{.‘ o fi’) |_J)f¢£s_=a'r}r¢afaf;'?

Just as a favor. In fact, [ was
less uptight with other people’s
dogs than [ was with my own,

How do you tram puppies and at
it agy: 4

That's a loaded question.
When we first started out, we
were religions in going (o (rain-
ing classes. Unnl the puppies
were at least four or six months
old, we'd train them up and
down this dirt road out here: It
made a wonderful training
place. We also made the 5{-
mile round trip drive to go 1o
conformation classes. As I got
busier and busier with my job,
the formal wraining classes sort
of went out the window, and we
did a lot of waining in the ring,
to be perfectly honest with you,
{laughter)

[ vau esitablish a rapport
with your dog, most of them
want to please, and most of
them want to be responsive, If
you do that, and even if you do
vour training in the 6-9 month
Puppy class, the dog is usually
amazingly responsive, despite
their lack of formal training.

Do you believe m obedience train-
ing? Gemr.!‘a‘ a Ch, CDX, UD?

I have nothing but admira
uon for the people who do it
['d be a hypocrite if I said |
believed in it, because if I
believed in it, I would do it
That's how we started out, but
you hHave to make choices; and
when you are working and rais-
ing a family, vou have to decide
what you want to do. If the
decision is that you want confor-
mation and you have to sacrifice
obedience, so be it. Conversely,
if you are more interested in
obedience, as many, many peo-
ple are, then so be it

Have you done any tracking,
agility, herding, sledding?

No, I haven't, but agility 1s
one thing | would hike to.get
involved in when I do retire. It
challenges the Sammy, not only
physically but mentally. It
might be challenging for me,
100, to take a dog through that.
It 15 one thing I am fascinated
by, and I would really like to do
1L

The Samayed Quarterly

Hutg intelifzent i this breed a5
cnnpared to other bréeds?

They are very intelligent.
They are instinctively intelli-
gent. I've seen my dogs look as
thaugh they are figuring some-
thing out. 1 had a puppy one
time, and the door was ajar, and
he couldn't quite ger through it,
so he stepped back., It almost
looked as though he was pon-
dering this problem on how he
wias going to get through this
door that wasn't quite open
wide enough for him to get
through. Almost like a cat, he
took his paw and pushed that
door open, and then went
through it. 5o, yes, they are
pretty intelligent,

I5 it appropriate to take a dog
anywhere off-lead?

It totally depends on the
dog. Most Sammies. 1 would
say no. By and large, T would
say no. ‘There would be circum-
stances where you could. Ewven
out here, [ get more horse traffic
than car traffic, and they are
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usually pretry good, but if they
saw a rabbit, they’d be gone.

How .lm;‘mr."ruz.f i .rmmzrrg to

winning tn conformation?

As 1 said, I've done most of
my training in the 6-8 Puppy
class, and from the limited
amount of showing 1 have dene,
I have been fairly successful,
Actually, if you are really going
to be serious about showing
your dog and campaigning
them, it is really important.

Nancy Golden does a beau-
uful job of training. She'll take a
si%- to nine-rmonth puppy in the
ring, and that dog 1is pl‘_lfr_‘tl..
She'll move a foot, and that's an
indication that she wants the
dog to move its foot, and it
moves its foot. It will stand
there like a statue when it is sup-
posed to, and it will move cor
rectly when it is supposed to. It
is very nice to see. [t's obvious
that she has puta lot of tme and
effort into training that puppy.

It is important, and training
does show. Lack of training
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also shows.

Do you think big-neme hanelers
helty dogs to win?

Yes. If that sounds like a
qualified yes, maybe it is
because my theory is that if they
are truly big-time handlers, they
are not going to take an inferior
specimen in the ring. If they are
ethical, big-time handlers, they
are going to tell'a potendal client
that they are wasting their
money on their dog. A good
handler taking a good dog into
the ring sometimes has the edge
over a noviee taking an equally
good or maybe even a better
dog into the ring.

Can you give any speclfic aduice
fo owners whe would ltke to handle
their o dogy?

Take theéem to training
(laughter) and try to be really
honest about the dog that yvou
want to take into the ring.
Don't put blinders on, like we
did with our first dog when we
thought she was going to go
Best in Show. If you've done




your homework and you have a
good dog, take the dog to train-
ing. You give a pood dog every
advantage. That is something I
didn't always do; however, if
you are going to do it, do it
right: If I had it to do over

The Samayed Quarterly

Ch. Sithin'c Starbuck, “Buck,”

again, I wi
Do you
et o

cel @ breed showld do
5 bred for?

It would be nice if they
could, but in this day and age? 1
don't live in Siberia, so it would
be kind of hard to sled.

You ve trained your dogs over the
s, bt what fm;e'_wmr dogi tanght
you? T

They have really raught me
so much. They tatught me to be
maore empathic toward people,
oddly enough, They have
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taught me patience. They have
certainly taught me commitnent
because they are so committed
to pleasing us. They teach you
how to care about things, not
just dogs but all the other lirtle
critters running around,

‘—__



Were your breedings natural or
confrofled #

If you mean am [ holding
the bitch while she is being bred,
ves, [ am. Maybe mare for my
sake than hers, but I feel bewer if
I'm there and I'm holding her
and saying, “There, there,
there.” So, yes, if that is what
you mean by controlled,

So that is wswally how you help it
m’em% 5 st by holding the fitch?

es

Wihat is a_fatr stud fee?

A fair stud fee would be the
going price of a show potential

1] .
¥ PE;;"::? your males af stud to out-
stdle bitehes?

Yes, but it was very limited.
I didn't advertise that much, so
it was on a very, very limited
basis,

Il you ever refuse lo serinee @
Bfch?

Once.
quality. )

HWotdd you breed o @ dog i he
Aaad a very sevions_faslt i he was out-
standing tn other areas?  What faults
would keep you from breeding?.

A very serious fault would
be really hard for me to go
along with. A very serious fault,
to me, would be a movement
fault. a cowhocked dog. a dog
with a bad temperament; A dog
with a bad temperament who
was beaunful T would not breed
to. Structurally unsound I
would not breed. I'd like to
think. that if 1 needed w get a
pretty head (which I don't think
I need, but if T needed that) and
[ saw this dog that had it, buc he
couldn't find his way out of a
paper bag, I just couldn’t use
that deg.

Have you handled a dot of mat-
ings?
Only my own, and I have
helped a couple of friends, but
basically my own..

I tf a good idea to breed lo the
lofr l:.—lfm:,:}tg dog, regardless of the

ees
o

Hero many fitters shold @ biteh
fave? What s the youngest @ bitch
should be bred, and the oldest?

I cértainly wouldn't breed
before she was eligible for OFA
certification and eye clearance.
As far as the oldest, the oldest
that T have ever bred was a six-
year-old, and that was her third
litter and she was in good
health. If the bitch is in excel:
lent health and in good physical
shape, mavbe eight years of age,
hm}}chavgl't pé%isun}.raﬂy done it

It was very poor

The Samayed Cuarterly

She would have to be in excel:
lent condition with a history of
easy whelping,

And hovo many litters?

Well, if vou take that age
span from two o even seven,
ive would be tops. The most
litters 1 have ever had from a
bitch is three; but five would be
tops.

Did you help your bitches whelp?

With one of Dusty’s litters, T
did. T've been there, but most of
the time all I do is watch them
and they have done it all by
themselves. Sometimes when
they come fairly quickly togeth-
er, I'll be rubbing down one
puppy while she is whelping the
next one. By and large, they
have been good, natural
whelpers and haven't had any
trouble,

Do you ;upp!rmm{ feed very
yarng s
’ ﬁﬁ,mﬁncr had 1o, not even
with the nine-puppy liver. She
did a great job.

Do you wean the puppies, or ot
the bitel do 1t?

I wean them, although my
old Star didn't like it very much,
because she did regurgitate her
food for the puppies. She said,
“You don't need to do this.
This is-my job."

At what ages did you evalvate
pupspies for petdshow quality?

Of course. 1 checked them
every day from the day they
were bom, but the so-called for-
mal evaluation where 1 would
invite friends over was any-
where between eight to ten
weeks.

Diidd you cufl?

No,
What should @ show freapin self

Jor? You may not want to talk about

this, becanse as you said, you have
been aut of the market for guite
anehile.

The last time, almaost eight
vears ago, show puppies in this
area 'L«'.'.:Fi:.':l selling E:urpaPhuut $600,
I really don't know now, but it
probably has gone up.

Did you sell fret ;bupjn'n with
.M.I;J;W!'ﬂ' dgrecments?

(i

Hiwo about puppies back when
o soled e Bitch?

No. We always figured if
we sold a puppy and we asked a
fair price for that puppy, then
that pup%bclung:d to those
people. e only strings that
we asked for m the agreement
were that if for any reason the
owners decided the puppy
wasn't for them, then we had

first chotee of taking the puppy
back. But we never did go with
these complicated selling agree-
ments, stud agreements, 1 think
mare friendships have been bro-
ken over somie of these compli-
cated agrecments than are neces-

SaTy.
nd.‘ what age did you place pup-
Pries i their new fomes?

Absolutely not before eight
weeks, and if they were flving,
ten to twelve weeks old.

What da you feed your dogs?

Over the years, we have

ne through a varety of foods,

e've jumped on a few band-
wagons as [ am sure a lot of peo-
ple have. Right now, I feeding
Nutre Lamb and Rice with a lit-
tle treat of various Pedigree
canned, chicken or whatever,
We've led Nature's Recipe.
We've been en the ProPlan
feed. Very, very early on, we
did Breeder's Choice. Right
now, they seem to be doing
quite well on the Nutro Lamb
and Rice.

Do you feel that diet &s tmportant
in ratsing this breced?

Yes, I do. I can't remember
what foed it was, but it was one
of those jump on the bandwaj
on types because everybody was
feeding that, and a couple of the
dogs in the house at the time got
some intestinal upsets from it, so
I went back to whatever food 1
wis feeding,

Do you feed any st wenids

With bitches [ plan to breed,
yes. About twa months before
plan on breeding them, I start
supplementing them with vita-
mins, and with lactating bitches
and with growing puppies, but
the ‘other adult dogs, no. We
did. We fed everything. We
had to feed all these supple-
mems, but when you read the
ingredients of a good well-bal-
anced dog food, you really don't
have 1o, [ personally don't take
any vitamins mysell. [ like to
think I eat moderately. and I cat
what I should be cating. During
periods of ume; we supplement-
ed everything, thinking we were
doing a wonderful thing for the
dags, but in retrospect maybe
we weren't

Do you condition the dogs?

I did, but I've gotten lax as
the dogs have gotten alder: But
we'd go out on the bike, and we
would actually go to the football
fields and take the dogs around
the football fields on the bikes,
and they loved it. Also, 1 got
some exercise. However, I must
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admit I have been preay lax
lately with me and them.

And your adult meales and
females are hept together?

g5,

What advice would you: give fo
breeders wlio are just starting out?

Learn everything you can
before you buy. 1f you want to
breed, do your very best to buy
the very best bitch that you can.
To me, a super foundation bitch
is-just that. It's the foundation
that you are going to build on,
It is easier said than done,
because nobody in their right
mind wants to give up a great
bitch, but that is what I would
strive for if T was starting out all
CVET again.

Shawld they go o the Rennel with
the big winners to purchase a frp?

'ﬁcy should oy to go toas
many places as they can: the
big winners, the lesser known
breeders. Sometimes those
breeders who aren't sut cam-
paigning every weekend are
busy at heme studying and
learning and might be doing a
better job than the people out on
the show circuit, as wide as
you can, as far as you can, toas
many people as you can. Watch
the dogs. Den't just go and look
at the dog that you are interest
ed in, but look at all the dogs in
the kennel.

Ii there a partiewlar kennel you
waneld say &5 the best today?

Na, I wouldn't say that.

Wonld you recommend joining a
local Breed elub, natiomal breed club
andd/or an all breed elub?

All of the above; because
you gain from each of those
experiences. The local breed
club you form closely knit
[riendships, and you watch each
other’s dogs. You share your
concerns and your victories with
each other’s dogs. On 2 naton-
al level, if you are really interest-
ed in going anywhere with any
breed, then your vacation, in
my opinion, is the National Spe-
cialty. And the all breed clubs.
You can always learn by watch-
ing other breeds, by listening two
other people who have other
breeds. ? don't personally
belong to an all breed club, but
that is samething else [ am going
to do when I reure,

Do you_feel that the parent elub i
dotng enough to educate fudges and
new ?

In recent years, they have
really focused on the importance
of doing just that. In the early
years, 1t was @ bit haphazard,

e



but in recent years, they have
really put a lot of attention into
judges’ education. They have
done an awful lot in recemt
vears. They have had judges’
seminars; they have invited
Jjudges to National Specialties,
We are going in the right direc-
tion as far as that s concerned,

Iy there an ARC wideo i this
breed?

Yes.

I it a good one?

I have only seen part of it,
and the part that [ saw T liked,

Do you féel there is adequate lit-
erature, books and magazines avail-
able tn the breed? '

The Sﬂmr{'}m" uerterdy

Ch, Sithin's Tobe One K'nube, “Toby."

Yes, I do. The illustrated
standard is great. I ean't go
without saying The Samoved
Quarterly 1s a really good maga-
zme. There is a lot of adverts-
ing in it, but it has some really
good articles in it, 100,

Himy long have you lwed at this
locetion?

In Ramona, 23 years.

Wy did you mave here?

For the dags. We wanted
more space. If yvou lived closer
to town, you couldn’t afford
something with three-quarters of
an acre, At least, we couldn't,
50 we came up to this area and
started looking, and this is

where we ended up.

FHow old are you?

I'll be 60 next Tuesday. I'm
a widow now. My husband and
I 'were married for 35 yvears,

And what have you done for a
living?

‘m a computer specialist
working for the Navy. My divi-
sion maintains all the applica:
tions software that support the
Navy Suppi}' system with logis-
tics and getting all the widgets to
the ships and the planes and
this, that and the other.

Wihat i your educational back-
ground?

[ was born and raised in
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England. 1 graduated from
grammar scheol in England,
which is high school here.
Without bragmng, I would have
to tell you that an English high
school education is the equiva-
lent to at least a two-year col-
lege, They really did stress aca-
demics, I had five years of
Latin, and four vears of French,
and three years of German, and
passed on Greek. (laughter}

Howw have the dogs affected your
difesivle?

Well, the decor is “early
c‘]u};.:';.'" {laughter) Instead of
gomng out and buying good
china, you go out and buy some-
thing for the dog. The most
important thing, apart from the
dogs themselves, are the friend-
ships all over the country. My
husband was in the Navy, and
we traveled all over the country
and met a lot of people, but the
closeness and the camaraderie
that we get with dog people i
unique. In the Navy, they
would sit around and tell sea
stories.  We would go to dog
shows and sit around and tell
dog stories and loved every sin-
gle minute of it. The friendships
and the associations we have
made and the lessons the dogs
have taught me far outweigh
any financial burden we might
have incurred, such as the ver
bills, the food bills, the carpet
cleamng bills. I wouldn't have
missed it I just wouldn’t have
missed it for the world.

8o it has all been worth t?

Absolutely.

1s there anytlung we haven 't cou-
ered, or aiy soafiboxei?

I'm not much of a soapbox
person. [ don't like dishonesty,
I don't like criticizing other peo-
ple's dogs, when in your heart
you know you have a mess of
dogs in your own backyard with
just as many if not more faults
than the dogs you are criticizing,
I admire the people who have
the stamina 1o go and compete
weekend after weekend. Maybe
it is not my bag, bue if it is
theirs, I admire them for doing
that. You have 1o be your own
worst critic. The best of all
worlds, if vou are that, and you
can go weekend i and weekend
out with a super dog, that is the
ideal. I just haven't been able to
do that,

Thank you very mueh,  d apyrec-
e your tome.

Thank you. *




