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The Sameved Querterly

Samoyed people

The Samoved Quarterly
Talks with
Ig:ffﬁ:‘y Skinner and
. Shauna Brummet
HOBBY HORSE FARM
Wadsworth, Ohio

Thiv mberview was mndmt;wf .Df
the home of Jelfrey Skinner and D,
Shauma Brummet m August of 1998
by Comue Porter.

Hune long hewwe you been iolued
awith this breed?

Shauna: About fifteen
years. We got our first fifteen
YEATs agh this Orctober and he 15
still alive and kicking,

Aund wohat 15 s name?

Shauna: His name is
“Boryk."

Hoe elid you find your first dog?

Jelfrey: Actunf;)'. when we
first got married twenty years
aga, we went to the Ohio State
Fair. At that time they had a
place for people with dogs who
exhibited different breeds, and
vou could meer all the different
breeds: We just happened to
run across someone with a
Samoyed, and we looked at that,
I decided when we had a place
where we could have dogs that
the Samoyed would be the one
we'd get. As it turned out, it
happened to be John Gormley
from Marnon Kennels who was
exhibiung his dogs there. We
kept the mformaton for many
vears until we bought our first
house, Then Shauna gave them
a call 1o see if they hacﬁmy pup:
pies available. They didn't have
anything at the time, but they
had a friend In Wisconsin who
did - so that is how we got start-
ed. The friend in Wisconsin
was Gail Mathews of Nordic
Samoyeds.

oy diel you ke thes breed?

Jetfrey:” They were just so
beautiful and so friendly. 1
don’t know ... they just caught
my eye,

Shauna: Jefl had never had
a dog while growing up. [ had
had a Border Collie mix and a
Boston Terrier when [ was a
child, but he had never had any-
thing, and when he saw the
Sammies; he just said, “This 15
it. Iwant one.”

Weis this your first sheew dog?

Shauna: We got Soryk as a
pet. He ended up with his

American ‘and Canadian CD,
but we never really did show
him.. When he was about seven
manths old we decided he was
lonely and needed a [riend, so
we got our first bitch from Gail
Mathews, and her name is
“Echo,” She ended up being
Ch. Nordic's Hobby Horse
Echo CDX/CANCD. She was
our first show guality one, but
the one that we fimashed frst was
another bitch from Gail whe
became Ch. Nordic's Sunkissed
of Marjon called "Kissy." She

came to us when she was about
four years old. 1 finished her in
eight shows and we became
hooked. (laughter)

That's easy to do when you are
winning fike thal,

Shauna: Yes. She won her
very first show that I walked in
the ring with her, and she fin-
ished very easily. Gail kept
telling us, “It's: not this easy.”
but with Kissy it was. She was
fuite spectacular,

Howe many litters have you bred?

Shauna: We've bred ten it
ters and co-owned three with
Gail that she had at her house,
Out of that we have produced
58 puppies, and 51 arc adults,
Seven we just had in May
(1998). They were the latest lit-
ter.

Was there & reason for each
breeding?

Shauna: We have only bred
when we wanted to keep some-

thing for ourselves. We never
breed a licter 1o just sell them.
We only want to produce some-
thing when we want another
conunue on with, We always
try te breed what we think are
vur very best girls to the best
bows that we think we can find.
We have had many of our bitch-
es that we haven't bred. Some
of them zre quite good bitches,
but for one reason or another
we either just didn't want anoth-
er litter at the moment or there
was-some reason we Telt we
didn't want te breed them. We
have had several champions that
we've never bred. We only pick
out the very best ones-and goon
From there,

Wiich o you consicler your fest

fitter?

Jeffrey: The first hitter that
we had was probably our best
litter. We had mine puppies. Of
that, six finished their champi-
:)nships, two were pointed, and
ane was sold as a pet and was
never shown, We saw pictures
of her later and we probably
wish that we had shown her.
She looked that nice.

Is mine o normal Tilter?

Shauna: That was our
largest liver, We've average six,
The smallest litter was one.
That was the result ol a surgical
msemination from our quite old
dog at the time who was our
foundation dog. He was
Am/Can Ch. Nordic’s Magic
Hobby Horse. For his last livter
he was bred to a little birch of
ours and Gail’s called Nordic's
Hobby Horse Karioka - we got
one puppy from this surgical
insemination, and she is quite
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outstanding. She is two-and-
one-hall. Her name is-Hobby
Horse Nordic MagicKist, so that
was our smallest liter.  Another
super litter was “ley’s™ litter of
just three dog puppies, all now
champions:  She was six-and-a-
hall before we ever bred her,
which was later than we should
have doue, or intended to do,
but we fooled around and wan-
cd. However, we have averaged
six, even counting the one and
the three,

Howe many champions have been
i the fiters?

Shauna: We have 25 cham-
pions that we have owned
and/or bred. Out the 51 adult
puppies between us, Gail, and
ather buyers, we have kept 29
or 30 as show potental. At this
point, fifteen of those are cham-
pions and another eleven are
pointed and a few of them have
not yet been shown, So we have
had very good success with the
ones we have chosen to keep
either for ourselves or Gail has
kept or that we have placed as
show potential puppies. OF
those 30, which is about two-
thirds of the puppies that we
have produced. all of those have
been x-rayed and all of them
have cleared, so that is very
nice,

Whal &5 the best dog you have
ever umed?

Jeffrey: I weuld have to say
Icy. She is overall the best so
far.

Shauna: She is Am/Can Ch.
Nordic’s Blue Ice Hobby Horse,
and she is [rom our frst hitter.
She is a multi-Group winner and
a mult-Best in Specialty Win-
ner, Also, she was Canadian
National Specialty Winners
Bitch in 1991.

8o i she your biggest winner?

Jeffrey: To date, she’s our
biggest winner.  Her som
“*Caper,” Ch. Hobby Harse
Nordic Ieecapade, we are just
starting to special now. He fin-
ished very easily with four
majors, three Winners Daog and
Best of Winners at regional spe-
cialties and his fourth major was
Best of Breed from the classes.
He also has-a Group One and
another Group placement. He's
a very nice dog, Another is
l%"s dam: She was the 1990
SCA National Speaalty Winners
Bitch under judge Sam Pizzino.

Can pedigrees in this breed be
frusted as to acewracy ?

Shauna: Generally, they
¢an. In our own pedigrees, we
certainly know everything is cor-



réct back through Gail Math-
ews’ and Donna Pagel-Yokom's
breedings. Everybody we have
gotten from Gail I certainly rust
completely, Whether there
have éver been misiakes, 1 sus-
pect there have been somewhere
along the hine, but generally
most people are honest, 1 sup-
pose there may be some people
out there who lic about it, bt [
don't know of anybody person-
ally, I haven't discovered any-
thing,

Hine have von wsed tibreeding,
Inebrecding and el Tasing? )

Shauna: Mostly we line-
breed. We don't inhreed at all
per se as far as motherfson or
father/danghter. We have never
even done a grandparent to
grandchild. We've done some
uncle/nicce and aunt/nephew
and cousins, but 1 consider that
linchreeding. We've done a bit
of an outcross, Al of our dogs
0 back to Gail Mathews’
%m'dic Kennel, and theén from
there to Tsiulikagia, Donna
Pagel-Yokom's kennel, and they
mostly have lincbred, then gone
out to an English dog, We have
continued to do that, We
bought a dog from Donna that
she mnported. He is now six-
teen-and-one-half and sall doing
pretty well. His name is Can.
Ch. Colleda Cabal, and he is
sired by a deg of Margaret
Wilcox's Annécy Kennel in
England. 5o we have contmued
to linebreed them, then intro-
duce something from an English
dog and then continue to ling:
breed. That has been successful
for us, and we'll continue 1o do
that.

Wikt you vndeross, 0 there a rea-
wm# Ave you looking for sumething i
particular?

Shauna: We have out
crossed just to bring m some-
thing outside - a different gene
poal. This English dog that we
outcrossed o, his call name is
“Laddie,” 15 a very sound and
tvpey dog. By American stan-
dards, he is not a spectacular
mover, but he is quite sound
and ar sixteen-and-one-halfl is
still going. He can go up and
down some steps: He’s beter
than many American dogs that
vou sec. He has a really nice
head and a good jaw. In a lot of
American dogs wWe sce not
enough underjaw, and that is
something that he really does
have, a nice head and nice jaw,
Also, just his longevity. We
didn’'t know that to begin with,
but we are hoping that his
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extreme fongevity will continue
in our other dogs.

What &5 the querage a’n:rgzt'?-?

Jeffrey: Twelve to fifteen
years.

S sixteet & oulstanding,

Shauna: Yes:

Jeffrey: He will be seven-
teen on Chrstmas Eve. He was
a Christmas Eve puppy.

Who orwhat fes influenced your
breedmmg the miast?

Llci'f'r::}': I would say Gail
has influenced our breeding the
maost, Most of our breeding we
do in conjunction with her. We
ask her advice. We also look at
what we haveand what we
thirk - we usually come up with
the same ideas independently of
who we should breed a dog to
With her guidance, we have
learned quite'a bit

Shaura:  She's always
cmphasized the importance of
type and I think we continue to
emphasize that. We all feel that
if they don't have type, il they
really don't look like the breed
and are built in proper propor
tion, then they are not a good
example of the breed. There-
fore, type is foremost in impor-

tance.

How mtany dozs do you keep
ngme )

Shauna: We have 25,

HWhat i the wmost you have ever
here?

Shauna: 28,

L you have help or-do the twa
of you do this?

_Ir:fﬂt}': Just the two of us,

Am/Can Ch. Novaic's Magme Hobly Horse,

(laughter)

Really! You are busy!  (larigh-
fer) .

Shauna: Yes, weare.

What t5 vour bennel mame, @
T fffﬂ'_]'uh' I:’Hﬂ!' up ol i1 ?

Shauna; Hoebby Horse.
When we got Sorvk. our first
one,; we-lived in a different
place. We had a little farm, and
twar horses, and they were our
hobby. We had already named
our farm Hobby Horse Farm
because of the horses. so when
we got the dogs and then actual-
Iy decided to show we decided
we would use that as our kennel
name us well.

Do you name hitters soil any sort
of scheme or theme?

Shauna: A linle, We
haven't been formal abour it,
Some of ours are named with
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horse names. One of our biich-
es is Ch. Hobby Horse's Foolish
Pleasure. Another is Hobby
Horse's Bun For The Roses,
We also have a dog named Sea
Biscuit that is a very special pet.
ley's name is Blue lee - we have
carried on some blue and ice
themes: Caper is Ch. Hobby
Horse Nordic IecCapade For

ley. His linerbrother is Ice Bear
and his other brother is
*Glacier.” We have done a few.
Do you feel that you have. estab-
frfi.'rm’ i .rfr.llfllngnﬂﬁﬂfrﬁ' T ?
Shauna; [ think we have, [
do hear people say, "That
looked like a Hobby Horse
dog." We are a litde different
from Gail overall. We do tend
to select slightly different ones
than she does when we grade a
lier. While we think type is
extremely important, we place a
little more importance on side
gait than she tends to - conse-
quently, our look has started to
vary from hers a bit, but you
can generally tell a Nordic

and/or a Hobby Hovse dog pret-

ty clearly,
Anel hne ane £ gomng o knine o'

yours?
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Au/Can Ch. Nowdic's Blue Je Hobby Horse
(Am/Can Ch. Nordic's Magie Hobly Horse x Ch. Nordie s Rismet O Cynosurg).

Shauna: They have a partic-
ular head. It's very beautiful
and rypey. but moderate. They
are not overly heavy. Neither
Gail nor we like a very heavy-
headed or heavy-bodied dog,
They are very moderate. They
Just have a certain look about
them that is hard to desenbe, If
we showed vou a picture of all
of them. they would look more
like each other than they any
other Sammies that you see,

How do youw rate tipe, trmpera-
ment andd soyndness vy -order of myor-
bt 2

Jeffrev: We would probably
rate type as the most important
because if it doesn't look like a
Samoyed then it is not a good
Samoyed. Soundness is very
important we. It is hard to sav
because it all goes into the whole
Ficmre. but they have to look
ike a Sammy first, and if they
look like one the soundness sort
of follows in with it If they are
proportioned correctly, which
has o do with the soundness,
then they will most likely move

correctly, which meéans they are
sound, Most of our dogs have
had lovely tempéranmients so we
have net had 1o worry with this
much.

What is your lnmg-range goal m
brecding?

Shauna: We want to main-
taimn and improve the quality of
the animals that we have, We
think that type is lacking in our
breed overall. We think there
are-a lot of people who have
gone away from the type
described by the standard. It's
our goal to keep type. We feel
that we have very good tvpe.
Also, we want to maintain the
soundness that we have and
utilize: the genetic and medical
testing that is becoming available
to enstire that the dogs are more
and more healthy.

I'm prewy involved with the
canine genome research. I'm
somewhat of a consultant for the
American Kennel Club on
canine genctic issucs. Also, we
try to make use of anything that
would be available for our dogs.

There isn't any genetic test avail-
able for Sammies as yet, but I've
done some parentage fyping on
our dogs just for fun to look ar
some of the markers thatare
available and see if I can deter-
mine if there are any differences
in our dogs, and I could identify
them individually with te limit-
ed set of markers that I have,
We want to maintain type,
maintain the soundness that we
have and continue to improve
overall health and genetic health
as well.

The tdeal conformation, Descrilye

o perfect Sammy to me,

Shauna: She's :[iing there.
(laughter) “Icy, wake up and
leok alive here!

Jeffrey: A well-proportioned
head, dark eyes, good pigment,
full pigment around the lips,
strong underjaw, properly set
cars, and a good neck is very
important. Il you don't have a
good neck, you don't have a
good front. A pood neck and a
good shoulder layback: go hand-
in-hand,
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Shauna: 1 think balance is
the most important feature and
something we strive to have. IF
the animal isn't balanced both
standing and moving then it is
nat overall géod and sound,
We tend to keep the middle of
the standard size-wise. We
don't think huge 15 correct, so
we stay pretty much in the mid-
dle of the standard. We have
some that are bigger, but we
generally don't keep those o go
on from. We want to see some-
thing that has a nice length of
back and short in the loins. We
are seeing a lot of long-loined
dogs, and they don't move cor-
rectly. Not shart legged and not
long legged. The standard
describes a moderate dog in
every respect, and that is what
we are looking for.

Jeffrey: If vou read the stan-
dard :mrg apply it religiously,
you can come up with an ideal
dog, A low of people, I don't
believe, either interpret it cor-
rectly or they don't understand
what they are reading and they
don't come up with the right
dog.

Why do some dogs look good
standing and posing, but ot so good
when moving !

Shauna: They may have a
reasonable outline and perhaps a
nice head, but their angulation
and their balance isin't réally cor-
rect: A lotof things can be hid-
den by hair and by appropriate
grooming. 50 you-can make a
dog look good standing sull, but
muvi:}ig will tell the tale,

Jefirey: Insome ways, a dog
that is oo short-backed or too
cobby will look real nice stand-
ing there. It will be a nice look-
ing picture, especially if it is ani-
mated, but when it starts to
move, yvou'll see itis o short
backed. It doesn’t look right
moving,

Hino showld a Swmmy move com-
ingr borwerrel you?

Jeffrey: You should sée a
single tracking front, As the dog
increases in speed. the from feet
should fall in front of each
other, You should not sce them
tocing in. I see a lot of this in a
lot of dogs nowadays. They do
single rrack, but their feet come
down and their toes come in.
Yeah, the toes are single wack-
i.nf;;. but the legs are making no
clfort to come oward & conver-
gence. I see that as a problem in
our breed. They should be sin-
gle tracking: there should be a
straight line down the shoulder



to the foot.

What about going away from
ol

Jeffrey: The same in the
rear. They should come from
hips and converge down and
make a “V" in the rear as they
increase their speed going away.
There should be no mrning out
or toeing in.  You shouldn't see
a real close parallel rear. You
shouldn't see a wide "V either
~ that is not appropriate; There
should be a straight line from
the hips down.

Aniel from the side?

Jelfrey:  From the side vou
should see balance with equal
reach in the front and drive in
the rear. From the side, when
vou frecze them in full motion,
vou should see a "W and they
should be even. All angles
should be exactly the same as
they are moving. Now, the sup-
posed ideal is to have a 45-
degree shoulder lavback, so vou
get the equal drivein the rear
and reach in the front. That
shoulder is ideal, and you are
probably never going to see
that. [ would rather see a dog
that 15 balanced front and rear,
has equal reach and drive, than
one that is over angulated in the
rear and has more-dnive n the
rear than reach in the front.
When vou videotape the dog
and freeze it at that moment
when they have either reached
out as far in front or strerched
out in the rear, you will know
whether they have a good side
gait or not. You'll see a lot that
have already reached the maxi-
mum {ront extension and their
front foot is all the way down on
the ground and starting to come
back, and their rear s not com-
pletely extended all the way
back. This 15 unbalanced and
mikes for a bouncy movement
- our breed standard calls for
balance. While the “big kick™
may look real flashy going
around the ring, it's not right.
It's not sound.  I'll take a daog
that has a balanced side gait
aver a dog that has a flashy side
gait any day. The dog that has
the proper side gait can move as
fast or cover as much ground in
the same amount of time than
the dog that has the real flashy
but improper side gait,

What are leoking for in the
Dol ?

Shauna: There has to bethe
smile, We want to see-almond
eves. not beady hide tangular
eves. They should have an eve

The Samoyed Quarterly

Ch. Hably Horie Novdie.

that fits their head. We want to
see vars that are seron appropri-
ately-so they act as a frame to
the head. They should not be
low-set or wide-set, That's a
major, major problem in the
breed right now ... too many

dogs with their ears sticking out
the side ‘ol their head. They
can't have the proper Samoyed
expression if their ears stick out
sideways. Full pigmentation is
important - they can’t have a
Sammy-smile il half their mouth

A -—",4!.. B

Ch. Hobby Horses Foolish Fleasure,
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is pink,

Jellrey: Especially with cor-
ners.  IF the pink is in the cor-
ners, then you can't see the up-
CLErTL.

Shauna: Yes, vou can't see
the Sa_mm}' smile, ¥You sce an
awtul lot of dogs now who lack
piement. They should have an
animation to their face that is a
smile ... that is different than
any other breed, The skull is
supposed to be wiangular. The
entire: head is a wedge. The
skull should probably be 55 w
6} percent of the total head and
the muzzle should be 40 to 45
percent — 60/40 is probably the
optimum that you would want
0 see. We see a lot more dogs
with narrower heads and long
muzzles,

Foy serions are mits g feeih?

Shauna: As far as [ know,
we have never seen a missing
tooth in any of our dogs, 1
don't know whether it 15 a prob-
lem in the breed as a whole, but
I don't think so. 1 don't hear
people talk about it.  Also, no
other dog [ have ever happened
to look at have any missing
teeth - [ don't think it is a prob-
lem.

{f yau conld rate the whole dog
on o point scale of 100, hatw many
prareets wereded you alloze the head?

Shauna: 30 or 40. 1 think
the head is UFE!'L‘H[ impartance.

Jeffrey: D'd say more than
that.

So 1t ts e fead breed?

Shauna: They have 1o be
sound. A part of being typey is
being sound, but I don’t really
care what the rest of them looks
like because they are not a good
Samoyed il they don’t have a
good head,

Jeffrev: T would agree with
that, but I'd say probably 40 w
S,

Howw abant winter noge?

shauna: Yes, we have some
winter nose, ley has a hule bi
of a lighter nose, Some of them
stay coal black all of their lives,
and some of them lighten a little
bit. I'm more concerned with
pigment in the eves and lip lines.
As long as that maintains full
and dark pigment, [ don't worry
toc much about the nose. That
can come and go. Nose pigment
may be affected by environmen-
tal conditions or the water in
each area. 'We have seen differ-
ences in some of our dogs that
are in different pares of the
country. When they move from
ong part of the country 1o anoth-
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A Can Ch. Hobly Horse Nordw Mischisf wnil Am/Can Ch. Novdee s Blue fee Hobly Horse.

er it can change. It also can
vary with food,

Wiat should be the relalionaip
of chest depth to the vest of the dog?
Shauld 1 come beloze the elbow or fo
the elbzg ¥

Jeffrey: It should come to
the clbow.

Shauna: They should have
a nice heart-shaped chest, and
the lowest point of their chest
should be right at their elbow.

Do yioni see ot of dogs that their
chests oo come [ the elbow? I that
oot

Shauna: Most of ours do.

Jeffrey: 1 would say that in
the area, in general, they do,
Now you get o the point of leg
length versus the total heighe of
the dog: where the dog's depth
can come ta the elbow but then
there may be too much length
from the elbow o the ground.

Hai i ven your experience that
col 15 pery imipertand fo winmng m
the ring?

Jeffrey: I would rate 1t as
being important, ves. If the dog
is out of coat you cannot deter-
mine if the coat quality and tex:
ture is good. [ dunk-it 15 impor-
tant for a dog to be in full coat
when you show it just so you
can tell that they do have a
proper harsh euter coat that
stands ofT properly and is net

droopy. It should have good sil-
ver tps and a soft, plush under-
coat, Therefore, [ think it is
impaortant that the dog be in coat
when vou are showmg,.

Shauna: We seldom show
anything out of ¢oat.

What .‘:-'rm!lnf You con u'.rfz.'- the
wdeal coup drop-off?

Shauna: The standard says
it is supposed to be a 30-degree
angle Em I just want 1o see o
good balanced angulation with
the front end, T guess it is hard
10 plt a measurcment on it
You want the tailset 1o be right.

Jeffrey: Actually, if you
have a pood croupset your
wmilset will be proper, and il you
have a proper tailset and it
comes up over the dog properly,
not top tight and not oo high,
vou can tell that the croup is
sloped properly or not,

So the tailset just kind of lays
over the dop. I thal covvect?

Shauna: It should flip up
and there should be a space
between the tail and the back so
that when you put your hand
through it you can see your fin-
gers, I e 15 too tght and you
can't get your fingers: through it
15 not correct.  You want to be
able to push your hand thoough
and actually see the fingers, [If
the tatlset is too high or the
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croup 15 too steep, then they will
lave more of a gay wil. where it
will just come up and set there
over the back like a licle mop
head.

What is the wleal height of a dog
and a fitch?

Shauna; We shoot for the
middle of the standard, but any-
where within the standard 1s
proper. The bitches are 19 wo
21, and dogs 21.5 to 23.5. Real-
istically there is going to be
some overlap. [ don't belicve
there are many species that
don't have an overlap in size
between the male and the
female. However, if it is within
the standard it is corréet, If it is
bigger than the standard it is less
correct and should be penalized.

Jeftrey:  Size also has to do
with what you intend 1o do with
the dag, II'vou are campaigning
a special, it would be much
harder nowadays w campaign a
Special thar is on the lower end
of the standard, whether it is
male or female, just because of
the American mentality that big-
ger is better, I vou are really
intent on campaigning, the md-
dle to the top of the standard 1s
probably what vou would look
for. There arc other things that
vou want to look at, too - the
quality of the animal and how it

L

reacts o shewing and the ngors
of campaigning, so size sn't the
only thing. You are at a disad-
vantage, if vou are rying to go
to the upper lévels of competi-
aon if you have a dog or a bicch
that 15 at the low end of size.

What 15 the wdeal foot?

Shauna: The standard
deseribes a hare foot and T guess
maybe some peo ple don't know
what kind of a {l{m[ a hare has
(laughter) - there aren’t too
many hares running around.
However, the foot should be
oval shaped and a bit longer
than it 1 wide. The toes should
be well arched with lows of hair
between them. It shouldn't be a
flat, thin foot = vou want the
pads to be nice and thick I is
not a little round oot like a
Doberman’s ... it i an oval
shaped foor

Showld dog with .J.lrhf_}lrﬁf e
wiel in brecedig?

Shauna: | don’t think they
should be. You see a lot of dogs
in the ring with big, splany feet,
which tend to go on the huge,
incorrect size, gross, overdone
dogs. They often have thesc
big, round, splatty feet, which
are ‘easy to see when vou show
indoors on concrete.  As they
come lf‘.l“'ﬁi'd You, you can scc
that foot hit the ground and the
toes just splay out. A Sammy
with a good foot does not do
that. Their foot should have
kind of the oval shape. longer
than it 15 wide, and when it hats
the ground it shouldn't splay
out. Itshould stay prety tight.
To produce a workmg dog. an
amimal that can herd or pull a
sled or do any kind of work that
you want it to do, they need o
have a good, strong, solid foot.

What are the most sevious faults
in the breed today?  Aned the most
comman

Shauna: Lack of type is the
biggest problem. You see a lot
of incarrectly shaped dogs-and a
lov of very poor heads. In
movement, we sec a Jot of
unbalanced, more rear than
front movement, so they are not
a nice balanced dog, Toeing in
is a front fault. That's in general
what we view as poor about a
lot of the dogs we see through-
out the country,

It our standard a ghrr.:.f e ?

Jellrey: It isa very good
standard.

I there anything you would like
to see changed?

Jeffréy: The only thing 1
would change would be to
enforee the size.



Shauna: It might be a good
idea to have a size restriction.
When we sav 23.5'1s the top, we
don't mean 25, 26 or 27. They
really aren't Malamutces. '

Jeffrey: They are supposed
to be 21.5- 10 23.5-inch dogs and
that is what people should breed
te.

Shauna: The Siberian
Huskies have size réstrictions so
you don't see as many huge
males in the Siberian breed as
vou do in the Samoyed breed.

Are there disqualifications ?

Shauna: Blue eves.

Jeffrey: Then any other
colar than white, cream. biscut
or white and biscuit. Therefore,
vou wottldn’t see a black dog.
You are allowed white. cream,
biscuit, or any combinaton of
white, cream or biscuit,

Newer eofeat o5 brscant?

Jeffrey: Biscuit is the brown
tips on Caper’s ears,

Shauna: Caper has a biscuit
saddle - right in the middle of
him he 15 kind of honey colored,
Biscuit can vary anywhere from
the faintest lemon yellow to
almost orange in an old dog. It
often darkens with age, but it
can be any color in that range,

New out of these asceplable ool
ars, does ahe g .'.";'f more Ban anolher
i the riig?

Jeffrey: In the past most
judges wouldn't put up anything
that wasn't white, But now,
with some of the judges educa-

tion SCA has been doing, I
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think they are promoting the
thought that ves, it is proper for
these dogs to be cream or biscun
and the judges are being a litle
bit more understanding of what
that means = i doesn't seem to
bother them as much.

Shauna: We win with
cream and biscuit, and we sce
lots of ather people with nice
cream and biscuit dogs win, too.
There 1sn't much of a prejudice
against it anymore. When we
first started out, and prior to
that, there was a stronger ten-
dency to go for the really white
dog.

Arve erther af youe .?.r-r-:'f::_’-!"-."

Jeffreyv: No.

Shauna: Not vet.

_'Jin"r'_]'c.'li'.' f.‘l:'f.'l.-(!:}g r.r_,-" -'-I’-'.'r'-'r.;: u?

Shauna: We might some-
day. We've both judged Sweep-
stakes and matches and have
enjoyed it.

Da you feel that champions
should be spectaled?

Jedfrey: No, nat generally,

Shauma: Itis.a rare champi-
on that is really worthy of being
a special. A special should be
exceptional in every way, They
should have exceptional type, be
extremely sound with really
exemplary movement front, rear
and side gait, and they should
have the temperament for it
They should be a show dog.
There are lots' of decent dogs
that are: finished that are
drageed around as speaals thar
aren't. The dog doesn't enjoy it

Ricmet :i\,l‘?‘.":u" Itter = Ch, Novdes Rianet O "l'-,.']'.'.'rl,li.l.'rr.’ and feven .:,:,l‘ her ﬂ.r;.'." .";'-.fh'_r,
s of o f.rram_,hﬂ fifieel therr American cham j}.i'.lr;lfr.i.f.l_l and ton were alio Canadian .-,J'gr_rlr,lﬁf”-r;”‘h
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and it's just not that good of a
dog.

Do you feel that making the Top
Ten or Towenty means anylthing?

Jeffrey: It depends on how

vou achieved the disunction, If
vou are an owner-handler and
making it to the Top Ten that
means something. I you have a
good handler it can make a big
difference,

L

Shauna: But it can just
mean that you have a lot of
money to spend. I you adver
tise enough and have a big name
handler almost anything can
win, which is absurd sometimes.
That isn't to say a lot of the han-
dlers don't have good dogs.
Many of them do show very
nice dogs and win on the dog's
merit. It just means more for an




owner-handler to get their dog
to that level, and is more diffi
cult. Generally, they are not
spending as much money, and
the dog really has to win on ity
OWn merits.

Weorld popularizetion kelp or
farm the breed?

Shauna: It would generally
harm it. Most breeds that have
become extremely popular begin
ta he bred by puppy mills and
the backyard breeder and I feel
that is generally to the detrimem
of the breed. Bewer if they stay
smaller, fewer in number and
are really bred by people who
are careful and wy o use all the
genetic and medical testing avail
able to ensure their animals are
sound, And if they try to breed
good typey dogs, overall, the
breed will beneli,

Jeffrey: 1 don't see them
increasing in popularity due to
the coat and the amount of care
that entails. They really do
shed, Neormally, when we have
someone who is interestéd in the
breed and the frst thinb: they
ask you is, “Do they shed?” you
know that’s not the breed for
them.

Shauna: They are not a
good candidate.  You would be
surprised how many people ask

ou that.

Jeffrey: 5o due to their
beautiful coat and the amount of
care that is necessary, they just
won't become as popular as
other breeds - not that they
aren’t bewer or the best of all the
breeds. (laughter)

I understand.  (laughter) That
goes withou! saying, Lo you feel
Judgtngis fair?

Shauna: Mostly it is rela-
tively fair, I feel there are a lot
of judges who are not really
knowledgeable about the breed,
There are a lot of judges out
there who are not really knowl:
edpeable about it, so they may
do things that appear to people
to be unfair, However, [ believe
there are more errors out of
ignorance than unfair judging,
There 15 some just plain unfair
judging, but I don't think it pre-
dominates ae all.

Jeffrey: T would agree to
that. There again it depends on
what level you are competing at
as to the fairness of the judging,
The higher in level that you ry
to go it becomes miore of how
well known you are than always
Jjust the quality of your dog,

Do yor beth handle?

Shauna: Yes. Both of us
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show.

IWould you prefer to frandle
wnder @ brecder-judse or an-alf breed
udge?

Jefirey: 1 prefer 1o handle
under an all breed judge.

Wihy?

_}eﬂi‘:v: A knowledgeable all
breed judge. Some of our breed-
erjudges have agendas of their
own and if 1 take them a good
dog and they can't find a good
dog because they are wo busy
playing games I'm not geing o
bother with them again,

Do yay think there are smme polt-
tics involved i fudging?

Jeffrey: Oh, ves.

Shauna: [ prefer o show
under an all breed judge, and
again, a knowledgeable one.

ot someone who Ifvms Just got-
ten our breed and barely has
read the standard but somebody
who really has an understanding

of type and what the breed is.

supposed to look like and be,
Again, [ have been disappointed
in the last few vears amongst a
lot of the new Sammy breeder-
judges that we have seen come
along. Some of them are not
developing  reputations  as
knowledgeable, quality judges.

Do you think that advertising
ertfluences ueclges?

Shauna: All those people
spending tens of thousands of
dollars in Canine Chroniele and
Diog Newws must think so.

Jeffrey: Once again, it is.a
what level you are competing at.
If you have enough mioncy to
put your dog on the cover of all
the magazines you'll win your
share of Bests in Show.

Shauna: When we were
campaigmng [ey, a very well
knml:n %111 h%cccr judge told us
that if we put her on the cover
of Dog News that she'd win
more. 5o ..

Is it ethical to refouch adversing
phatographs?

hauna: I just had one
where my hair was sticking
straight up beeause 'of the wind.
(laughter] I asked our friend,
Lori Rossi. who does all of our
ads, “Please fix my hair.” Other
than that, no.

Jeffrey: You shouldn't be
retouching the dog. (laughter)

Have you ever wied a handler?

Shauna: Yes. we have. lcy
wias c:lmEaigm:d by Tom and
Andrea Glassford for abont a
year-and-one-hall and they did
get her to Number Two bitch
and Number Eight overall for
1994, They have taken out a

couple of our class dogs when
we just couldn't make it 1o &

ssheow, but it has been just two

bitches and a handful of shows,
Other than that, we generally
handle our own dogs.

e you ever bandled for other
Jenple profexsonally or as.a favor/

Jeffrey: We have for some
frignds.

Hino do you train your pufipes
and af whal age?

Shauna: We uy to video-
tape them when they are cight
or nine weeks old. so we attempt
to put a lead on them and we
coax them to trot.

Jeifrey: We don't really

an outdoor show, we'll take with
us to the shows. We'll wake
cxtra ones along and walk them
around the show site just so they
g1 used to the atmosphere.
hat 15 just to expose them to
the different things,

Shauna: Socialization is the
most important training but
mostly they will gait on the lead
nicely and most of them will
stand up and show.

D you beliene in obedience tretn-
ing?

Shauna: Oh, ves. We start-
ed out with doing obedience
with our frst dog, Soryk. He is
Nordic's Hobby Horse Soryk

Ch. Nordic's Rismet O'Cynosure.

have a formal training. We
work with them as they grow
up. We will give them their
treats at night and teach them to
pose and stand and teach them
the words we use in the show
ring. but in @ happy atmosphere
where they are getting their
treats to teach them to stand and
to bait. Really, we do most of
our training in the ring - show
tralming — anymore.

Shauma: We used w0 go w
class. religiously.  Qur first litter
we wore out before they got 1o
the show, They said that they'd
had enough,

Jelfrey: Gomng to class was:

more for our benefit than the
dogs’ when we first started.
Anymore, we take them out to
shows. The young dogs, if it is
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Am/Can CD. Also, our first
bitch, Echo, who is Ch, Nordic’s
Hobby Horse Echo CDX and
Can. GD. And then Kissy, our
first champion, also had her GD.
One of our two foundation
bitches was Am/Can Ch.
MNordic’s Silver Hobby Horse
Am/Can CD. We haven't done
as much obedience training in
the last few years d@s we did to
begin with = we would like 10
have time to do more of it. We
believe obedience training is
mportant, All of our dogs are
relatively obedient. As you can
see, Caper 15 very nicely lying
on the sofa, where he knows
that he shouldn't be. (laughter}

Have you done any tracking or
aglity with any of them?

Shauna: We have never



done any tracking or agility.
We have dene a bit of reere-
ational sledding. We don't real
ly have a lot of snow around
here usually, at least not enough
to get out in and do a lot of sled-
ding. We do have a sled and six
harnesses and onece in a whale
will drag it out and try 1o make
a round or two before the snow
turns into slop. The thing we
like 10 do most and we do a linle
kit of, is herding. We raise
Alpacas and use the dogs o
herd them. It is quite interesting
to take the dogs out and see who
really has the instinet to do it
Some of them dre more intérest-
ed i hunting held mice and
some of them just like to chase
the.cat., However several of
them are automatic herders,
They go out thére and see the
f'\]p:!cns. run out, gather them
up and bring them back to us,
We would hke to go get some
bettér traimng so we can devel-
op them a lirde bit more.

Haw tatelligent is Whis bréed comi-
Jl’uj'a'crel to ather breeds ?

Jeftrey: They-are very intel-
ligent. A little too intelligent
sometimes. When we first start-
ed i obedience class with
Soryvk: we walked in the door
and the raner said, "Ohb, no. A
sammy!” (laughter) They told

us how difficult they were, but
by the end of the eight-week
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class he was the star pupil,

Shauna; They are VETY
intelligent and crafty. They can
figure om things. We are cer-
tain that ours lay here all day
while we are at work and think
up things that they are going o
do when we get home, (laugh-
1er)

Jeffrey: They are wery
smart. Lhey can see another
dog do something and immedi-
ately pick it up and do 1t them-
selves. When I was training
Echo in her CDX work, actually
it was utility work I was wraining
her at, we would do all the exer-
cises. Shauna had Sorvk there
and just on a whim she had him
do the exercises. Just by warch-
g Echo do it he was able 1o go
out and retrieve the correct
glove,

Shauna: Another one of our
dogs, “Rikki,” watched one of
our friend’s dogs, Pat Delanzo's
dog “Cruise,” and he would
bow, I had Rikki watch Cruise
bow one time and 1 said, “Rikk).
bow,” and he did it and would
continue to do it every time [
told him to take a bow, So he
pnly had to see Cruise do it
once, The puppies leamn o do
all kinds of ornery things from
their elders.

Can shy or {.r%;rr.snf':-'t' dags be
conrected by drafing

Shauna: Shy dogs particu-

Soryk and Echo, Brace obedience — Nordie's Hobly Horse Soryh Am/Can CD
aned O, Nordres ”.'.J.lf-n- Horie Echo Am. CDX, Can, CD,
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larly can be helped by socualiza-
tion and training. It gives their
mind something to focus on so
they won't be as afraid.

Aggressiveness ... in our
own dogs we don’t find many
that are what I would really call
aggressive. Therefore T don’t
really know if training could
help:

Echo was rather shy, She
had a period in her early life
where she was afraid and the
obedience training really helped.

Jefirey: It gave her confi-
dence.

Do you feel a big-name handler
can felpr @ dog win?

Shauna: Oh, ves,

Con o give auy specifre advaee
fo owners who would fike fo show
fhetr onc {fn:‘gpf

Shauna: First of all vou
have to gét yoursell a good dog
and vou have to learn how o
show it A lot of owner-handlers
think that all they need is-a good
tdog but you do have to know
how to show it and how w pre-
sent it,  You have to groom it
well and you have e go out
there in the ring-and be deter-
mined to win. You can't be a
wallllower. Ownér-handlers
should not be intimidated by
anybody else in the ring. They
Just have o have confidence in
their own dog and themselves,
and they can go out and win,

v 4l

We did it.

Jeffvev: But you have o
have somebody who 15 willing 1o
take the time to help vou and to
teach you, We were very form-
mate that we had Gail to start us
out with good dogs and advise.
In addition, since she was in
Wisconsin and we were in Ohio,
we were very fortunate to run
across a hushand and wife who
did local training classes. Her
name was Jackie Figler, she bred
Tibetan Terriers, and her hus-
band Rob handled. She imme
diately recognized the quality of
our dogs and could tell we were
interested and determined to
learn how o show them proper-
ly. She took us under her wing
and mught us how 1o show the
digs.

Shauna: How w figure out
how best to show each dog.

Jeffvey: Right, It wasn't just
how to present yvour dog in' the
ring but to evaluaie them and
know how to present the dog to
the judge to the best of its abili
ty. So between the two of them
we had a very pood foundation
to start from. If someone just
buys a dog and doesn't get any
help from the breeder they are
going to have a difficult time
unless they find someone local
whao will help them.

Ta be contonued ...



