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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with
Joyce Johnson and Ken Eiler
ALADDIN
Kirkdand, Weashmgton

This- interviewe was conducled at
the home of Foyee Johnson and Ken
Eiler i June of 1995 by Bard Mat-

L

How fong have you been e dogs
i hone ddid your gef started ?

Jovee: 1 got my very first
Samoyed in 1964,

Yo staried in Sanoyeds?

Jovee: When I was a kid 1
had a Pomeranian and my dad
also bought me a Pom when |
was pregnant with my youngest
child: My sister showed Great
Danes in California and was
always writing to me and telling
me how much fun it was, so 1
thought, I can do that. T can
show this Pomeranian,” so 1
called somebody and they put me
i tenich with a lady in Samoyeds.
She said, “Come to the Secattle
show and see what it's all abour”
Sa. that's what [ did, When 1 got
to the show 1 looked at all these
Pomeranians and said, *I don’t
think I like this: Let's go ake a
look at the Samoyeds and thank
the lady for being so kind." 1
walked over there and saw this
enormous arca — it was 4 bench
show - and all these Samoveds
sitting on this roval blue tervy
cloth and 1 said, "Wow, these are
gorgeous, I love these dogs.” Tt
was just fnstant ,

Love al ,ﬁr_q' JE:‘:.I'}J'_?.

Joyee: Absolutely! 5o we
started checking them out and the
lady was really kind. She was my
mentor, for sure. That was Nell
Collins, She put us in touch with
a person whe had puppies and
we, eventually, decided on a litter
that wasn’t barn vet. QOur first
Samoyed came home in May of
1964,

Where eid you get that first one
fram?

Joyee: Martha and Dick Beal,
Polar Prince Samoyeds.

What made you decide fo show
and breed, fust the tnfluene:, from your
Sifer?

Jovee: Tguess, It seemed like
fun and then, after sceing all the
dogs on the bench and talking
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with Nell Collins a lot and learn-
ing about it, I thought it sounded
like a lot of fun and we could at
least try it.

The f[irst timie we ever
showed that puppy we went to:a
fun match down in the arboretum
off Lake Washington. It was a

really pretty seiing, We didn't
know what we were doing. Nell
had us get the dog all ready and
she showed me how to do the feet
and proper brushing and so on.
Then we walked into the ring
with this-puppy and we won.
Then we had to go back into the
ring again and we won. We won
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Just-about everything there was to
win that dav and we thought,
“Nan, this is fun,” That's all

takes and we were kind of

hooked. Unfortunately, that dog
wined out to be not only dysplas-
tic, but double-jointed. 'We had
him x-rayed when he was two

and we cried all the way home

from the vet. Then we had o
make a really hard decision: Are
we gomg to show dogs or are we
going to just have a pet. Before
he got to that age we noticed the
double joints, We didn't know
what they were, but we knew
there was something wrong. Nell
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had a female that she was going
to use for breeding, but she really
didn’t need it on her property, so
she put that dog in our name -
we corowned it — and we brought
it out to our house to help exer-
cise .our dog, so it was kind of
like okay, we now have another
one, The next thing yvou know
we were trying to figure our what
kind of breedings to do and that
kind of thing. I think then was
just about when people were real
ly getting involved with the
anImpr:d::_ foundation. A lot of
people were saying. "Oh, you
don’t need to xrav.” and other
people were saving, "Oh, ves you
do,” s we were kind of en the
ground foor of thiat in Samoyveds,
i the Northwest.

Himo mazny litters hewe you bred?

Joyee: [ don't really know, to
tell vou the honest truth,. Welve
been dumg this for 31 vears now,
and I dor't think I've had 30 lit
ters.

Less than-an average of ane a

year, then?
T Jovee: Oh, yes. My first liver
was mn 1966 and I think the next
one was in 1968, so we didn't
rush out and have tons of pup
pies. I never have and I never
will, hecause L only breed when I
want something {or miysell. That
doesn’t mean that [ will always
end up keeping something out of
the litter, because 1 could find that
at six ar seven months it's just not
waing 1o work out,

Wanld you have any idea how
many chanpions have come oul of Litters
youe v bred?

Joyee: Probably an average
of about two per liter.

FWhat qeoufd you say fay been the
Best dop that you e oo or bred ?

Joyee: This one that's laying
on the floor over here. Her name
is Ch. Aladdins Silver Flymg Jade
and her father was a great cham-
pion, too, He was ranked
between three and six in the
naton five vears in a row and this
dog was conststently number two
for four years and, for a bitch, 1
think that's prewy good, 1 think
shie’s: bertter than her father,
movement-wise, Other than that
they're pretty much alike, temper-
ament-wise. There's not a lot of
difference  hbetween them.
They're very much of a type and



temperament.  Theyre both very
macho degs: but they're not
aggressive,  Neither oné of them
really stand up and say, “Here |
am.”

Heve they been your biggest wui-
ners?

Jovee: Yes, basically. We
had several dogs that came out of
him. His name is Aladdin’s
Dominatar and we called him
Nate: Jade was the next to the
last hiter and she's-going to be
cight. In the last litter there were
two dogs that should have fin-
ished their championships, but
one gaot very sick and the othey
one my girlfriend owns and 1
never could get her to ger that
dag in the ring. [ think out of
every litter that Nate had there
were champions and, of the ones
that we kept, we had some really
nice winners. [ think there were
two or three that placed consis-
tently in the Top Ten while we
were showing them, and his
grandkids the same way, 3o,
we've had a lot of dogs over the
vears that have kept me going,

Would you say that pedigrees m
this Dreeel vim De frusted as (o accaracy ?

Jovee: As far as mine are
eoncerned, yves. D've had several
that have been sent 1o me by
AKC and, compared to what the
breeder has given me, they've
been consistent.

How have you used bibreeding,
tinebreeding and owborossmg and when
shordd cach be wyed ?

Jovee: Nell Colling told me,
years agd, that the optimum
breeding s when the sive of the
dam is the grandsire of the sire.
I've kind of used that as a rule af
thumb, one way or the ather, but
I also feel that vou have to bring
in new blood and 've tried to
bring in something new maybe
every three generations. . As far as
inbreeding is concerned, I've
done 1t. I don’t think I've ever
gotten anything great doing it
I've had cases where ['ve wanted
to o it and haven't had the
change to do it. 1 really do like
linebreeding. 1 think if you do
too  much inbreeding -
father/daughter and that kind of
thing - it leads you to a déad end.
You d!.‘ﬁ:litcl}' have to go oot and
bring in some new bloed. You
can get the gene pool oo con-
densed and then you can run into
big problems.

Howe 1_J|||'E'e'.rf f:m.'(_jvjr; elarie oiberinss=
ing?

Joyce: My second breeding
wis an out¢ross,  That produced
our foundiagion bitch, Her name
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was Aladdin’s Silver Snow Shad-
ow, Then we bred back mto our
own bloodlines for a while, Then
we picked up a bitch from Cali-
fornia and bred that one and
that's behind some of my old
stock that's around now. Then
we bred into some more: North-
west dogs. There's a lot of Narth-
west all over the country., Tt lefi
here in the Gs, maybe on into
the 705 and went mto the Mid-
west so, if vou wanted to; you
could do really loose linebreed-
ings with a lot of dogs. Jade's a

roduct of a really loose line-
Erccding to the Midwest. A lot of
the really nice dogs that left here
ended up praducing some really
nice dogs in the Midwest so that
your can kind of go back o that. 1
couldn't tell you how often 1 have
done outerossmg.  Just, every so
often we brought in another bich
o our bloodlines and then bred
something from that back to our
older stock.

Wiho or what has ifiaenced your
breedding the mast?

Jovee: Nell Collins got me
started in the interest of bload-
lings and pedigrees. Probably for
the first fifceen years in breeding,
I could sit down-and name every
dog in every pedigree of dogs |
owned and some dogs in other
people’s pedigrees, woo. [ certain-
ly knew more about the dogs
than I did about the people who
owned them. [ could remember
the people by their dogs. T start-
ed reading about genetics and
found that I knew absolutely zip
about it and just listening to peo-
ple talk about this and that I came
t some conclusions., A lot of
people say that if a dog is too big
vou breed it to small, and if a dog
has round eyes you bréed it to
slamt, ete. It doesn’t work that
way, because you can’t hreed
extremes. You have to try to stay
fairly consistent in what vou
breed. You can't elear problems
up by finding a dog that doesn't
have it and breeding opposites. It
doesn't work that way. as reces-
sives have a way of coming out 1o
geL You,

So your fust haire the ané dog right
nu ?

Jovee: No, I have six. Jade's
my oldest dog,

Fihat's the most that you ve coer
kepit? ’

Joyee: Thirveeen, Part of
those would be Akitas:

How did you come up with your
kenned wame Aladdin?

Jowee: That was the name of
our very lirst dog. His name was

Gl Alacldim s Silver Snowe Shadore, This way our foundation bitch one year gffer
winintng Best of Wimters at the SCA Nafional Specialty.

Polar Prince’s Aladdin, 1 don't
know how we came up with the
Aladdin, but we decided that
we'd Keep that as our kennel
name, [t lends wself o our slogan
which 15 “where wishes come
true.”

How do you name your Htters?
D you have a seheme?

Joyece: No. I'don't. 1 don't
name all the dogs n the litters;
for one thing. Everybody’s able
ty name ther own amimal. The
dogs that I keep. [ try 1o give
them a “name 1o live up ™ 1
think that started with one vears
ago. We had three little kids and
we kept plugging away at the
dogs, but we didn't have a lot of
time. After several vears of not
having many champions, just
going here and there, we had one
male that looked really promis-
ing, so0 I named him Aladdins
Vindicator, assuming he was
gomg to vindicate all the time and
effort we put in on this while wy-
ing to raise thre¢ children, I
guess that's how it came about
that they came up with a name to
live up to or one that meant
something to me. When Nate
came he stood out in the litter
and [ could tell by looking at him
that he was going to be very spe-
cial, so I named him Aladdin’s
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Dominator, and he definitely
dominated, especially in the
Northwest, for six years.
Between the tme he was two and
eight he was night up there. The
first time we put him in the Open
¢lass he took a five-point magor in
California. We'd only shown
him in Bred-by before that. Then
we didn't show him for a long
tume — he was out of coat,. We
braughe him out the next summer
at a state specialty and he won
both days, took both majors
there, so we had three majors and
finished the next weekend onoa
single point. That was a very
small show around heres Then
we didn't do anything because, in
those days, you had to wait unul
you had your centificate in hand
before you could go into the spe-
cials class, The certificate came in
Novembeér and we entered him
three weckends in a row and he
ok Group IT all three weekends.
He'd been out of the ring tha
vear untl August and from
August through early December
he was probably shown in six
shows and he was the number
three Samoyed. 5o he definitely
lived up to his name.

You were saymg a while ago that
when you fave hiters word gets armmd
withowt your having (o adveriise the
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fugeptes.  fm o wonde rng wrhal elfstte-
euishes your fine, What do peape
Think of wthen they think of your lme?

Ken: It's the look of the doz.
It's what I'like 1o see ina Sunmy,
[ think it's-a very distinctive dog,
What do you call it?

Joyee: T call it presence, piz-
HALL.

Ken: It's more than that. It's
the swyle, the presence, the way
it's shaped, the hair, The overall
type that I like. There are a few
more out here of that tvpe, but 1
think they just stand right out m
thering. It's what I think of as a
S'imm)‘

,;, ,r__f,” oot you rate h_lfjg h -'Hl.f:‘t-'
Febiment anel sounelness i order of tpor-

,./ T e ?

Ken: I think soundness s
very important. but-along with
that I like to have type.

Jovee: Temperament, to me,
is extremely imporiant,. Getting
back to breeding Nate, at one
point we took him back East and
he stayed with a breeder for
about three or four manths and
was uscd as a stud a few times,
It's really interesting that people
called me and rold me what won-
derful remperament he produced
and I said, “What do you mean?”
They said, "His temperament is
just so wonderful.”™ 1 said,
"'l'hu"r\c all suppmttl to be that
way.” They said, “Well, they're
not all like that here.” 1 said,

“You're kidding me. [ thought all
Samoveds were like that,™ It
never dawned on me that there
was a temperament problem.
You see a linle aggressiveness
here — males make eye contact
and that sort of thing, but 1
thought that most Sams were
always a8 sweet as Nate. I think
that all of them, type, tempera
ment and soundness, are extreme-
by important, and if the package
doesn’t include all of them, it's
really not a Samoyed,

Whar woutd you say 15 your
long-range goal in breeding dogs?
Wt hies ahead for you ?

Jovee: T've thought about it
offand-on over the last few years
that [ could give this up at just
about any time.

Ken: | was going te say two
dogs, maybe three, thar fir mside
the motor home and bye-bye.

Jowvee: You knew what hap:
pens, vou do a breeding and
along comes this puppy, so back
to the ring you go. | have to
show you who we won with last
weekend and then maybe you'll
get a better idea of what Ken's
talking about - thar overall leok

The .S}.r.r.r!r_a:..".u" Ot g’r.l';_"j

BEST OF
WINNERS
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KELSO
KENNEL cLUB

A Honido Lane at nine mwonths in Felbruary, 1986, pictured soith fudge Arlene Dauvis.

that we like. You see that and
vou have to do something with it
I only breed when I want sonie-
thing for mysell. Jade had her
firse liver when she was six years
old. It just seemed like you have
a dog like her that has done so
well, and you just have to do
something. S0 you do a breeding
and you do the best you can.
Then you see something there
that vou think is just really beaud-
ful, so vou have to go out and do
it again and it just snowballs. 1
had the opportunity to get a nice
voung male from the \[uﬁncu 50
i ht‘:JnL'.’hl in some new blood
again. It goes back to the same
thing. 1 can tie it up very loosely
back in the fourth or Gfth genera-
tion, but he's the type of dog 1
like so 1 brought him out here
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Frrst Award [J‘f j'f:'.’]'}‘, 1987 Nattonal,

and he now lives in our kennel
and we did another breeding and
out of that we had four puppies
and three of them were show
quality. Believe me, I'm not one
of those people whe believes that
you can get g whole litter of show
quality puppies. [ hear it all the
tme and [ think, “Yeah, vou can
prabably do that. If vou have
enough money and enough time
vou can prabably finish just
about anything.” But when more
than one tue show quality puppy
comes out of a litter, I think
you're really lucky. Sure enough,
we got a mee bitch out of thar,
Cne of the brothers 1 sold to a
lady who's never shown before in
her life and she's just having a
ball. She walked inta the ring her
first nme and put points on him,
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50 let her carry on when [ retive.

Ken: She took Best of Win-
ners. She said, "Oh, this is casy.
That's two points. Let's see,
seven more shows and I'm all
done,” It doesn't quite work: that
way,

Jovee: It's flawering to me to
know that I was able to pick her a
zood dog,

Witk ity nexd question, Lm gum«
to challenge you ta deseribe that tepe
i hitle mare detarl.  Regardmg confir-
wation, dee wonld you deseribe the
idteael dog of this breed ¥

Jovee: Tlike them to have the
old-time coat pattern. [ want
them to have a rough, a cape and
a saddle. I want them to have a
dark eve, I want them to have a
pleasing head, & nice wedge, |
don't want them to be o longin



the back, evén in biwhes. I like
themr to have an overall
squared-off appearance. A lot of
dogs are getting a long back, A
ot of them are getting the coat
pattern that just graduates ever so
shightly. You just don’t see much
difference from the neck to the
tail. It's more an “old bitch™ coat,
[ zuess you would say. [ like 1o
sce therm with a mice tailset, a nice

earset and a nice neck.
; Whkat are you looking fov in a wice

cerrset and a ritee failet?

Jovee: One that comes over
the back and deesn’t drop down
too far when it comes over. [
don't want a snap tail, I want it to
lay down fat, and I don’t want it
to be loose and not come out of
the rear end 100 low. You see a
lot of that. I think a lot of the
dogs are lacking in neck. Their
ears look almaost like they're
jammed on their shoulders, [
think a lot of the dogs have too
tall an ear and ton long a muzzle,
not enough stop, [ think that
some of them are too narrow
between the eyes, Like I said, |
think youa weed a nice
wedge-shape head. That will put
the ears on properly,

{i there amything about the stan-
diared Heat you wwould ke fo see changed
or clarified ? -

Jovee: I'd like w see bitches a
little bit bigger. Every time it's
come up for a vote I've voted
them a little bit bigger. 've had
small bitches; I've had big bitches
and I just like the bigger bitches a
little bit bewer, height-wise, 1
think they fit in a little bit beer.

Heow would you. describe the
fenperament of ths bréed ?

Joyee: Loving, but stubboim,
Pushy. definitely pushy, Very
Jealous. They want-all the atten-
tion all the time,

Do yiout itk snost fucdgtng o fage?
 Jowee: That's a hard ques-
ticn,

Ken; I've said many times
that [ would really prefer to sec a
panel, :ndcpcndcm Jud}gng add
up the points, I think there's wa
much  politics, too much
favoritism; and I think the han-
dler is l:.-cmq Judged more than
the dog 15 being judged.

Jovee: It would be nice if we
could ull handle our dogs as well
as professional handlers do.

Have you always handled your
ot elogs ?

]'m ce: No, I have a profes-
sional handler and 1 do it, myself,
too. | can't go to all the shows. [
have a business that T work Tues-
day through Saturday and I can
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Ch. Kipper Sunmy Fetevan, “Stnny. " befng groomed before going Best of Breed, September, |

only squeeze out s0 many Satur
days a vear that I can campaign.
With the shows on the weekends
only, or during the week some-
where else where you have to
drive a long way, you end up
}l.lvitlg o have a handler if you're
going to special something, Tt just
doesn’'t make sense, otherwise.

Showld chargrions be specialed?

Jovee: That's the most fun. |
don’t know that it’s an absolute
niecessity. No. I don't think they
niced to be specialed. 1 don’t
think Groups are necessary. |
don't think Best in Show is neces-
sary, but that's where the most
fun is, That's what I enjoy the
maost. | enjoy specialing far more
than just class dogs.

What does making the Top Ten ar
Treenty mean?

Joyee: I don’t know, really.
It's just something els¢ to brag
about. You have to face it, this
whole thing is just an ego trip.
period. Really, when you get

Eall 1997

right down to it. | enjoy know-
ing, though. that 1 can produce a
dog that can go out and win,
because 1 can do it mysell. Lord
knows, 1 haven't been in the ring
with the consistency that my
ex-husband was, He was the han-
dier, and he was a good handler,
I got the privilege of waining the
puppies. I'm an okay handler. 1
get by, but as far as being a good
handler, I appreciate my profes-
sional handler. If we could all
handle as well as the professional
handlers, I wonder if the paolitics
would be there:  Bur, like every-
thing else. it's whether you have
the talent 1o do it or not.

Ken, you seemed to amply, carlier,
Hhat Fmr:.ug a bigwame handler Selps o
W,

" Ken: [T think it helps quite a
it

I that because of the skill of the
handler ov the reputation af the fum-
idler?

Ken: Some of it's the skl of

v il
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the handler, what he can get ou
of the dog, but I think there's also
2 large wendency o look frst at
the big names, and ['ve seen a lot
of people do very well with their
dogs and a handler have a dog
that's not according to standard -
it has a lot of obvious faults = and
that dog will win. 5o, I think
there is a lot of tendency to be
politically correct when we're
choosing the dogs that we're
going to choose, which is going to
get us the next job, mavbe, 1
don’t know il that's the reason,
but there is a tendeney to pull out
the good handlers.

Am stergestions on howe that might
be curtaile r!'¥1 %

Ken: The only thing I can
think of is two or three doing the
Judging or a judge being moni-
tored by other judges. Something
that makes the judge really know
the standards; really look at the
dog and do the picks on the dog,

not the handler.



Wonld vou ralher show ander a
breeder-udr or an all breed fudge?

Joyee: All breed judge.

Ken: Because a breeder-judge
will look at what he wants to see.
If you don't have that judge’s
style or type of dog. you're nm
going to win.

Joyee: I've lost, obviously,
under some breeder-judges thas
knew the ranking of my dog and
didn't want 1w add to the points,
I also, at one nme, lost because
my handler might get some
points woward being the top han-
dler when the judge’s son was in
the vying for that and she knew
she had not done nght, 1 dom’
hang around to @alk o judges, 1
either win or [ lose. Idon't go up
and ask them what they like or
didn't like about my dog or any
of that kind of stufl: But, when a
judge makes 4 comment to the
outside people in your area that,
“Maybe [ should leave now
before I get hung ... * I could care
less: I pay my money, do my
thing and when 1 win I'm happy,
when I lose T say congratulations
to the winner and I go home. 1
thought that was a rather odd
comment coming out of this par-
ticular judge. 1 don’t think a lot
of the people around here cared
whether I won or lost. It was just
the circumstanees.

How much does advertising tnflu-
enice dhe fredges?

Joyee: More than it should, 1
believe. A lot of judges like 1w 'see
their ]'}I'.L'l”ﬂ‘! in the mnhumrs
Some judges do, some judges
don’t. A lot of judges throw the
magazines away. [ know some
judges that do that,

Hoe papielar o Hhis breed ?

Jovee: I don't really know. 1
ret a lot of calls for puppies. It's a
lovely breed o own, but it takes
care. | groom for a living and 1
see the ones that don't get a lot of
care, sometimes, and there's no
good excuse for it. I find a lot of
people think they are harder to
care for than they-are, so when
they get them they don't do a lot
with them, they take them o a
professional groomer or they just
let them sit. If they love the
breed, they'll learn 1o take care of
them. It's not hard, but it scares
mie when [ think of them getting
too popular, for that reason, Yes-
teyday, I had o cut one down. 1
don't like doing that.

Would you like to see them more or
less popular than they are nme or do
you think they're at a confortable

p.&';ce' 7

Jovee: 1 haven’t really
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thought about it. I really don't
have an answer for that question.

How do you Irain pupfies and at
it age?

]m‘w' The puppies I'm u;mng
to keep, the first thing [ train
them to do is 1o learn the word
“cookie.” (laughter) [ probably
start that when they're about five
weeks old, and they get theéir first
taste of having a choke chain on
at about that age. As soon as
they've had shots and we're going
to a show, they go with us, They
go o every place we're having a
show, as far as we're concerned.
When they've had enough shots
that 1 feel comlortable abour it,
they get to walk around the show
grounds. We took one with us in
April, when he was about two
months old, and Ken had him on
a leash by the end of the first day
and he was trotuing all over the
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Chi Abaedin's Dominador, "Nate."

p]acc He was having a great
time. He'd already had a u‘.-up]c
of parvo shots and distemper
shors. We just keep exposing
them to the show areas and,
about 2 month or month and a
half before we're going to show
them, we take them to handling
class once a week.

Ken: We keep it fun for
thern. We don't push them. We
keep doing things to make it fun
for them, so we just kind of wark
them into it. It becomes a way of
life. It's enough fun for them that
when they get out in the vard,
they head for the motor home,
they want 10 go. 50 we can wrn
them loose and they're right in
the door. When we get home we
turn them loose and they're right
to the kennel, We don't teach
them that, they want to go. They
loak forward o .
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Do you attend fun maiches?

Ken: We do that occasional-
ly.

Joyee: There aren’t as many
now as there used to be, We
used to get a lot more training in
that kind of atmosphere.

Ken: Usually it’s about three
nights raining in a handling class
before the show and that’s about
ir.

How impintant &5 franming fo win
neng i eonformaluon !

Joyee: It's very important.
Like [ said. if we could all handle
our dogs as well as the handlers,
we might have a better chance at
winning, because you could have
a very good dog, but if you can't
show it off, the judge is.never
going to know it. I think a good
example of that is last weck,
There was quite a nice class of
males and we picked the two or



three dogs it could be, including
our dog. and sure enough, those
were the dogs that placed. They
went_one; two, three. The
Reserve Dog that day was han-
dled by a gal who is no longer a
professional handler, she was at
one time, and since then had
gone on to have her own dogs in
a couple of different breeds. The
next day the owner said, ['m
going 1o do it. 'We lost him that
day. We just never did find that
dog. He just got lost in the wood-
work, 5o, the handling makes a
lot of difference, and learning 1o
do it and teaching your dog. I've
had dogs that, no maner what |
do they just don't do things
right. Then you have the one
that likes o show and wants o
show. That's what we have right
now and he just commands the
ring, He's only eighteen months
old,-and it was between him and
one of the top dogs in the country
for Best of Breed both days.

Ken: He's very much like
Jade was. Jade would get in thae
ring and with her presence and
her type she'd just say, *Judge,
don't you even think about any-
body else.” (laughter) And she
would win, consistently. This
dog is going to be very similar,
we hope, because he has that
same presence, that same show,

Hiwe you had any experience with
obecience fraining?

Jovee: 1 haven't, My dogs
have had obedience utles. None
that | have here right now. 1
have a very close friend and she
was really inwo obedience. She
taught obedience. When my
dogs would fmish their conforma-
non championships; she'd take
them and do a little work with
them and within three shows
she'd have their obedience titles
on them. Unfortunately now for
me, because we co-owned thosc
dogs and they now have their
CDs and CDXs, 1 would have o
go into something like Open B
rather than any of the Novice
classes or, at least Novice B. I'm
not sure, but I know one thing, |
can't startat the very beginning if
I did it myself, and I'd think,
“Whoa, that's not fair.,” Ewen if
my dogs haven't done i, because
I've owned dogs that have obedi-
ence titles, I can't enter in the real
Novice classes.. I don™t think
that's fair, because I have never
been in the ring. I'm the novice,
[ don't have time for obedience.
In fact, we were watching agilivy
last weekend and 1 was saying,
“Boy, I bet Jade would just love
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that. She's a fimshed champion,
we'ré not showing her anvmore
except maybe now and again in
the Veteran class.” I thought,
“That’s great, She would just
love it, but when would we have
the time to do it?" And you need
obedience for that. Before you
can do agility vou need your
hasic obedience. 1t's just the time.
We both work from early in the
morning undl late at night and 1
have Sundays and Mondays off
unless | take a Sawrday off 1o go
to a dog show, [ work with dogs
all day long, To come home and
work in the vard with a dog, g, 1
don’t think so. That's why we do
the painless training at the dog
shows with the puppies. You put
them on a leash and let them take
yvou to the dog show. Then,
when they're 13d enough, you
can take them to the dog show.
Howe ntelligent would you say 1his
breed s, comiprered with others?
Jovee: Too mtelligent for our
good. They're very smart. I've
alwayvs considered them a dog
that you reach; you don't train.
They have to have a reason to do
what they're doing, If they don't
think the reason 15 good enough,
they're going to object. So you
have to make them want to do
what it is you want them to do.
If you're trying to teach them
something and they don’t want 1o
learn, vou have to make it
uncomioriable for them. For
example, if they're running
improperly, if they're banging
into you, if it's your fault and
yvou're always into them, they're

nat going to learn. But, if you
make it their fault, that they've
done something stupid, they're
natl going to do it again. They
don’t like to look dumb. They
don’t like to beshown up as
stupid,

I it ever appropriate to lake a dog
arwkere off-leash?

Juveer 1den't think so, The
obedience ring at the dog show is
fine. In your own vard, if you
can trust them not to leave your
property while vou're outside. 1
can take Jade put in the front
vard, if I'm watching her, But
I'm close on watching her,
because thev're a hunting dog, for
one thing. They like o hunt; 1
just den’t think any dog should
be offleash. T know there's a big
to-do about it around here. In
different parks they want off-leash
areas, but I don’t know. Who is
going w trust the other dog? T've
had Akitas and Samoveds and [
know the S8amoyed can take the
other dog and do more damage
but, in the long run, [ think the
Samoyed would be dead. 5o,
you're walking in the park and
somebody comes along and their
dog decides to take exception 1o
the way vour dog looks at it and
the next thing yvou know, you
have a dead dog on your hands.
Whe's going to be able to break it
up? I've personally had 1o break
up a fight or two berween a
Samoved and an Akia. It was
not a fun experience. [ see these
dogs at dog shows all the time
that get into litde scuffles and li-
tle tiffs, so what are you going to

do with the novice person that
has 'z litle pet with hum and he
goes to the park and wwirns it loose
and somebody else comes alon
with a big pet and turns it loose?
I have a friend who raises Mala:
mutes and she used o walk her
Malamute all the time and I saw
her scream one time as a lady
opened her door and her Poodle
came out and they weren't paying
attention to it and the stupid iiLL!E
Poodle ran imto the jaws of death.
It just ran up and challenged the
Malamute and the Malamute said
fine. That can happen in these
parks, too, It just fnghtens me to
see dogs running at me off-lead.
Dy you think shy or agaressive
dogs can be corveded by traming?
Joyee: I think shy dogs can
be worked with up 1o a point. I
guess, having w do it every day
myself. T can sce that if I have a
problem with a dog that consis-
tently comes ta me lor grooming,
I can generally work it out. If 1
don’t see them often enough, 1
can't. It depends on the breed.
There are some breeds thae 1
don't think you ean change. [
can think of one breed in particu-
lar, that I have worked with over
the years and if they hate you,
they hate you. If they don't like
it they den't like 1, and they're
never going to like it Specifical-
ly, cutting nails, I can start with a
puppy and if they hate it, ten
vears from now they're going 1o
hate 1. You cannot talk them out
of it. It's the same with pulling
the hair out of their ears. Things
that they have to live with. You

. |

Ch. Sorcevers Omen, ranked herding dog, and Ch, Pinekill's Fride of Aladdin, "Poce.”
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would think that they would
learn after many months of hav-
ing it done that it’s not going o
kill them. They just won't get it
through their heads and they'll
come at you and want o kill vou.
So, [ don’t know, [ wonder
sometimes. I've had dogs thav are
agpressive or fear biters. If T can
have them every week for six
momnths I can work them ow of i,

I have had dogs that 1 have
done eonsistently that have been
afraid and ageressive, For exam-
ple, T've had Cocker Spaniels that
have |T|-!]\r'fd to another area J.['I{'l
the owners come back 1o me after
six months because they were not
able to get the dog groomed. T'm
still the only one that can do
them, but I CAN do them, and
that's because T keep working
with them and tell them that
they're okay, whereas, with Terri-
cr types, | don't care how many
years, how many times you do it,
!.I'il!‘:'ll'!_' not ever going to get gver
I,

Ken: We had a conversation
the other day and this came up,
and it was hard [or me to under-
stand that this was inbred. I
think possibly if you had the dog
at an early age, you could teach it
whi's tross and what is acceptable
and what 5 not. Possibly, [ don't
know for sure, you could puL an
end to it right there, but T think
alter they reach a certain age, vou
have a dog that's ‘got what it's
got, and you've have a problem,

Like with our Aknas, if they
decided they're going to be
aggressive, you put them down
on their back the first time they
try 1tz That's 1, yvou don't sce
that behavior any more. You
teach them very early how 1o act
with ather people. T think that at
that age iIPynu were to allow
them to be aggressive, then they
have established the way they are
poing to be for the rest of their
life. I don't know this for sure,
bt it's just my suspicion. Once a
dog is aggressive, I don't know if
you are going to get it out of
them. It would be a very long
process every day and you might
be able 1o,

Jovee: 1 think certain blood.
lines do evidence aggression. 've
scen it over the vears.. I've seen
brothers that were aggressive and
they've been bred to different
bitches and produce aggressive
dogs.

If you gova puppy at an carly
age from an aggressive bloodline
and you worked with that puppy.
you might teach the puppy not to
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be aggressive and then go from
there. The problem is that the
dogs are bred: they have liters:
some- of them go to pet homes.
Ten vears later somébody says,
“Oh, yeah, | had a dog out of thac
bloodline and it was so aggressive
I had 1o lock it in the bedroom.”
Il say, “Whe was it out of ™ and
they'll tell me, I'll say, “0h," and
it happened to be out of a blood-
line I know to have produced
aggressive dogs. So vou're not
breeding onc dog if you're going
ta breed a hiter. If you do have
evidence of aggression in the
father or mother, then what hap-
pens with all the puppies? They
have to go someplace. It bothers
me when 1 see-that because they
all can't go o homes with expeni-
enced owners.

D you feel a breed should do
what was bred for?

Joyee: (laughter) If you're
asking me il I'm going o the Are-
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tic on a sled, no way!

Hewe your dogs been tnvolved with
any fned of work?

Javee:
fact, 1didn't do it though. T had
a dog years ago named Sorcerer’s
Omen, The gal who bred him
had taken him o a natonal herd-
ing contest and they weren't
going to let her in. This was
many years ago. She finally
stood up and sad, “You have to
let mie in, this is-a herding dog.” |
think he came out number five or
seven at the nationals and the
next year he was number three.
So, | didn’t do i, but one of my
dogs did. In fact, we had a major
flood n the Monroe Valley one
year, and that dog went out and
rescued cows from several Frms.

Do you have an ipinion, then, om
wihether breeds should be able to do
wrhat they were bred for?

Jovee: Idon't know thar they
should have 1o do it, but I think

Ch. Aladdin’s Fiying Jade
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Yes, as a matter of

that 1t's m them, I think that
they're going o do it if they're
given a chance.

Ken: Last weekend our club
had a Samoyed Olympics and
one of the events we had was
herding. There were a few dogs
that had herded before, but we
had 32 or 33 entries. Most of
those dogs had never done this
before and the people who went
in with them, their owners, had
never done this before. Just a
couple minutes with the nstrue:
tor in there and they let those
dogs go and they immediately did
show herding instinct. They
knew what to do and chey did
very well. 1 mustsay, there were
one or two who thought the
lambs were dinner and they went
after it, but they learned very
quickly that wasn't aceceptable.
S0, I think it's bult . It's a mat-
ter of instinct, and allowed to do
i, they fall inte it very, very




quickly - in just a matter of min-
LILES,

Joyee: T.think they herd
faster than they sled. They love
the cold weather and they love
the sled. but I think the herding 15
far more ingramed in their genes
than the sled pulling,

Ken: There's a lot of traming
involved in the sled pulling,
because they have o learn the
commands and whit it 5 they're
suppose to be doing.

Joyee: I don't know. ['ve
had Sammics on a sled and put
them with a trained Malamute
and 1 put three of my Sams on
and twor of the three pulled, The
other one said, “This is cool, T'll
just walk. Evervbody else is
doing the work, Tll just follow.”
She didn’t put any weight imto it.
The others got right down into
ther chest and pulled.

Ken: But they weren't the
lead dog; mghe?!

Jovee:  Well, no. You
wouldn't turn @ Sammy loose on
the sheep without ..

Ken: But they pull. And you
can really see when they go 1o the
nng. They know they've going to
the ring and they really go.

Joyee: My dogs love to
show. They'll pull you up w the
ring:

To 1ehat extent are your breeeliieg
matural or conttolled? Hew much do
youe aactiatly pavlicipate, physically, in
the piating?

Jovee: As natural as possible,
I'm the only one I know that
could breed Akitas. Eweryone
else had a horrid time with it
Mine just decided they were
paing 1o do it when I put the par
together, As far as the Samoyeds
are concerned. I'M RIGHT
THERE, but 1 like them o be as
uncoptrolled as possible, In
works for me,

Ken: It depends very much
on the siud dog himsell.

Jovee: I'm not going to let
the bitch tear the dog apart, Ifits
an unknown female, I'm right
there unal I see how ids gomg 1o
be and then 1 just let them go out
and 1 watch them. If they need
help wirning 1 do that for them. [
tell them they can't go wondering
aff, 5o they don't drag cach other
around. and generallv, if T tell my
dogs they have o stand there and
stay, they do. 1 don’t like the
idea of having to squat down
beside them. Some dogs, il you
do that. they don't want to breed
and other dogs get to the point
they won't breed unless you do.
They say, “If you're not going 1o
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Ch. Alactdin's Solitary Mean, Dominator grandion. He finished from Bred-by with five mejors
anted werets olid fo the Eant Coast and attained eleven dhamprionsinps,

help then I'm not going to do it at
all.” I'd kind of like 1t in the mid-
dle, where vou can help if they
need it and don't have w if they
don't.

What's a fair-stud fee?

Jovee: It depends on the part
of the country. [ don't even have
a clue what it is in other places in
the States. [ know, prewy much,
what it 15 around here and what [
charge. | place my smd service
high enough that il people want
to breed, fine. If they don't,
that's fine with me, too, They
have to stop and make a real decr-
sion whether they're going w do
this and what they're going to do.
I want 1o know what they're
going to do with their puppices, 1
want to know why they want o
breed in the first place. I'm ralk-
ing about the average person that
calls up and says, “1 want to have
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a litter of puppies.” 1 want to
know why. iIjlll decide that it
sounds like it's going 0 be okay
for them to do a breeding, my
stud service is high enougl that
they have to put a measure of
thought into it, because I yeally
don’t care whether I use my dogs
at stud or not.

Should the fre vary aocordiig to
the dugs title?

Jovee: I think so,; to some
degree. Basically, though, 1 think
the only time you need w make it
less expensive is il the dog's not

roven and hasn't been used.

ou put a lotof effort into getting
that title and they're going 10 use
it as an advertising wool.

What type of fandt would heep you

Sfrown dreeiling to a dog?

Jovee: Firse of-all, it's going
o have o have its. eves checked
and its hips have to be okay. 1
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don’t want to be breeding my dog
to something that’s really bad m
the front or very cowhocked or
something like that because, by
George, if vou're using vour stud
dog, whatever happens is going to
be all his fault, regardless, It
takes two 10 make puppics, but it
only takes one 1o make faults and
it's-always the stud dog.

Haiw many litfers .-ij;um‘.rf a fitch
farre?

Joyee: Five is probably about
enough,

What would be the youngest aied
the :.u'iimf_mrt totslel dreed her?

Joyce: They should have
their OFA at two years of age
before they're bred, unless there
is some particular reason not to,
and then on a sereen only. For
example, if you want to breed a
young bitch to a dog that you
know is not going o be around



much longer. | wanted to breed
Jade to a Nate grandson very
much and he was abour thirteen.
1 was not able to get the breeding.
She was already OFA'd, but if
she hadn't been, I would have
done it on a screen because |
knew he wasn't going to be
around much longer. Under
some circumstances, the latest is
about eight or nine. Like with
Jade, we didn’t have her frst litter
“until she was over six. There are
cxtcnuatlng Elrl:llnlilanc{?& f'.'!l
various things, but between two
and seven years is the best ﬂgc.

Do you helpy your bitches whelp?

Jovee: Oh. ves. Absolutely.
I'm right there from the time that
they even think they're going to
have babies until they're over,
and then some.

Heww much helfr do you normally
ze?

oyee: T want to be there with
them when they have them. One
thing I like to do, after they're
born, is make sure that the pla-
centa is taken care of. 1 want to
know if it has come or not; 1 like
to keep count of that 1 like to
rub the puppies down so that 1
get the circulation going really
good. T like w mark them and
weigh then.

Ei{e:n: Clean their hungs out.
Once in a while we give them
artificial respiration.

Do you sugsplement feed very young
puppiss?
Joyee: Ordimarily, no, We

did have one bitch that had an
awful dme. She had three liners
and out of three liters we got two
living pups. Both of those pup-
pies had to be supplemented. We
never did figure out what caused
it, but it was like fading puppy
syndrome. The first litter, we
didn’t know that was the case, we
just knew they were dying.
Every day I'd come home from
work and there would be another
dead puppy. The first little
puppy was at his birth weight for
ten days. So | just had o suppht
ment. The next liver came-along
and we thought everything was
fine, and they ended up dying of
;.cpticcnﬂa_, sol mntljghtti that’s ir,

m never going o do this again,
I ended u%:otaﬁkmg to myg{:?l
about it and she said, “If you can
get them here, I can keep them
alive,” s0 1 s:a.:d “Okay, Tl ry it
one more time,” and [ did. With
the third htter we ook the bitch
over to the vet and she wok 40
ces of bload from the jugular and
whipped it into a serum and put it
in the puppies: all but one died. 1
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ended up supplementing there,
too. I'smd that was it

D you sersally wean the pupfes
yinrself or let the biteh do it?

Joyee: I start the procedure.
They start cating at about three
weeks,

What do you give them:

Jovee: 1 start them on raw
meat, Then, when they get used
to the idea of eating and chewing,
I grind kibble for them. When
the pnpfucs hit about five weeks;
I start letting mom stay away
from them more, so that we don't
rI iNto mastitis,

At what ages do you roaluate for

pet and show quality and what do you
louk for?

Joyee: 1 start evaluating at
abouot five weeks and generally by
seven weeks I make my choices.
I know people are going o say,
“Oh, my God! That's so }ﬁunv
but I've done that for years and it
works for me. ['ve been really
lucky avie. 1 look for sivle. 1
loak for who's got the “show me”
attitude, whao picks up his head
and stands foursquare and says,
“Here [ am, here I am.” Those
are the ones that I start looking
at.. Then it’s outside, up and
down, back and forth, sideways.
I want to see them coming and
ﬁuing-; 1 want 1o see reach and

rive on the side and T want to
see all that combined with that
siyle,

What should a potenital showe
Juppy sell for?

Jovee: That, again, is another
thing like where do you hve in
the country. I really can’t tell you
what the prices should Le. 1'can
tell you what 1 charge for mine,
but that wouldn't make a whaole
lot of difference to somebody
who's back in New York or in
Florida or somewhere,

Al what age should a pupify be
flacec in their :rfm e ? Pl

Jovee: 1 like to place them at
seven weeks.

Do you ever sell on ferms, or o it
alrayy cash only?

oyee: I've sold on terms, 1
really don't like selling show qual-
ity dogs 1w people. People want
the perfect dog. 1 see it far too
often. It's o disposable socicty we
lve . I isn't quite perfect, we
get vid of it. That's why L say, [
only breed when I want some-
thing for myself. Thar’s mavhe
ang or two pu_%E:cq that
going to keep e rest of thcm
can go to pet homes, as far as I'm
concerned. I think they're better
off. Take Jade's sister, a beautiful
dog, was sold for show on terms.

They paid the required amount
of money down. 1 was to either
get a puppy out of the first litter,
or they were to pay me the bal-
ance. That was after her hips
were cleared and cves checked
and she could be bred. Some-
where along the line they decided
this dog was: too straight sfled
and they spayed her. 1 didn't get
the balance, | didn’t ger a puppy
and [ really had no choice, that
was it. I could have said,
“Where's the rest of my money?”
bur i was like one of those things
where vou say, “Forget in.” T was
more upset that the dog was
spayved and they placed her in
another home, But she ended up
in a wonderful home. she’s in
obedience and the gal that has her
loves her to death, so that's fine.
I'm happy, '

I remember, two or three
vears ago, I sold a pu back
-E::st forgshow and Thg}' If:tﬂﬁ it for
less than a year. They had show
dogs before and she wanted my
particular bloodlines. The dog
grew up too big, wo fast for her,
and she didn’t damp down on &t
and tended to leave this dog o its
own devices in the house and it
tore things up, so guess what, I
got the dog back. T got a letter in
the mail that said I'm sending
yvour dog back at such-and-such a
time. I looked at this dog and
thought, “This 15 a nice dog.”
Forwmately, I had somebody else
that wanted one and it went 1o a
show home within two weeks.
That was two years ago and it's
still there. It just drives you
crazy, You place a dog in a show
home and they wait until the dog
is at its:ugliest stage to make their
evaluations. Ken was talking
about a dog in our kennel three
or four months ago that he
couldn’t figure out why I was
keeping 1t. Now he's won the last
five shows in a row. You place a
dog in a pet home and it's there
for life. At least most of mine are.
In fact, out of our last liner we
sold another puppy to some peo-
ple who already have had three
dogs from me. They just got old
and died. They had two at one
time and one at another time.
The first one died and they came
back to me and wok two away
with them. Those dogs got old
and died and they came back w
me again. | know the dog's going
e+ have a wonderful home.

What do you feed your adult dags?

Joyee: Kasco Mini Chunk,
It's a nosoy product. That and
raw meat or canned Pedigree
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Do you_feed any vitarin or miner-
al. i::fgf!fnm

ce: No.

Hy mttieh grovming do veu do on
@ regular basty and, alio, what do you
den to frreare thei for shozos?

Joyee: On a régular basis, the
ones that I'm showing get bathed
every week that they arve going o
be at a show. The ones that
aren't beihg shown get bathed
when their coats start o [2ll out
They get brushed periodically.
They're easy-care coats.

Do you have favorite grooming
prrocucts or fools that you wse?

Jovee: If we're working on a
show coat that's in good shape; 1
like to use a nice, rectangular pin
brush. I like to use a Universal
slicker for their legs and their
cars. I like a really wide tooth
comb to be able to go through all
the coat. That's about . If
they're commg out of coat, I love
onc¢ of those rakes. 1 can’t
remember the name of them,
They're fairly expensive, but they
do a really good job of aking out
all the dead undercoat in a hurry.
[ use a product called Number 1
All Systems Blue Shampoo. [ use
that, and if I'm showing a dog
regularly I'll use that one week
and in between I'll use a product
called Crown Roval Biovite, It
has a really pood conditioning: It
lightens and brings luster to a
white coat — it doesn’t whiten like
a blue shampoo - and puts a lm
of conditioning into it. That way
1 don't have to use spray condr
tiomers and all that stuff. The
Number 1 All Svstems Blue tends
to dry the coat but I like it for
white, so I just balance the two
that way.

How much exercise do your dogs
getand whal type?

Jovee: They get a lot of exer-
cise.  They're in large runs,
they're there all day long, and
they keep each other going. The
runs are twelve by thirty-six and
eight by thirty=six, so they run
back and forth all day. 1 don't
have 1o do much in the way of
exercising them because we live
next door to-a boys' and girls’
club and there are hittle kids over
on the other side of the fence in
the afternoon, so it keeps those
dogs going all the tme. Unfortu-
nately, one other thing that it
causes is that we need to debark
them, because they want to go
play with those kids and I think
my neighbors would object to
having six dogs barking ar top
speed all alternoon. T do have a
tratter, if I'm specialing a dog and




I don't think it's getting enough
exercise or I want them to learn
to extend the trot, [ can do that
by putting them on the trouer.
Generally what T do is about ff-
teen muinutes, three times a week
and [ work them up to a maxi-
mum of about six milés an hour,
I never put them on until they're
about a vear old, when they're
fully grown and prety well devel-
oped. Then I just put them on
easy until they've gone through
full maturity as far as their hips
are concerned.

Coutd you deseribe a lutle bl more
ahont whal your faglifies here are fike?

Joyce: Just your average
small kennel owner. I have a
garage with two four-by-eight
runs and then 1 have a big back-
yard with five
erghi-by-thirty-six-foor exercise
Arcas,

Dy all of the dogs come dn the
frowse b variows fimes? Do they sleep
tn the fone?

Joveer Oh, ves! They prefer

iy sleep outside. There're always.

two sleeping in the garage at
might and generally there’s one
sleeping in the house, they get
rotated 30 everyvbody gets their
in-house tme. That's why I don't
like to have too many dogs, so
they can all get special attention,
I think they all need special atten-
tien.

[ just placed a very nice
champion Samoyed who doesn’s
like to show. We hinished his
championship very quickly,
between seven months and a vear
and a half, with a big, huge nor-
mal ¢oat blow in berween at
about a year of age. Then we
watched him mature and he just
got nicer and nicer, but when we
teok him out to show him as a
special he just said, *I don’t care.”
He wanted me to show him and
he was such a powerful dog 1
couldn’t keep up with him really
well. I have a bad koee and it's
really difficult 1w keep up with a
really powerful dog that wants 10
get out and run. 1 placed him
with a handler for a hule while
and he just didn't care. He was
okay, but he wasn't wonderful,
and il vou're going to special you
have to be wonderful. So [ said,
“Hey, you know what? I'm
going to [ind this dog a good
home." 1did. I found this dog a
wonderful home. It's one of
those things [ had to learn o long
time ago, that I'm not the anly
one in the world that can love a
Samoyed, and there are places
where the dog ¢an have much
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more special attention than he
would get-here if he wasn't being
shown,

D your fut wales and females m
fogether?

Joegeer 1 canand I do, unless
'myworried about seasons or
something like that. Right now,
I'm lucky enough that [ don’t
have to have anvbody in with
anybady. [ like it better thar way
il I'm showing, because they tend
1o pull tails and chew roughs and
generally grub, However, T have
another problem. Our kennels
are wood chips on dir. We wane
to cement our kennel, 1 really
don't like cement, | don't like
gravels T really like the wood
chips, bur thev like to dig holes
and put the wood chips UNDER
the dirt. Therelore, it's not
accomplishing what T want and
I'm tived of having the dirt show
up more and more. It's hard wo
groom them and keep them really
white,

Sir you: put ceniend dowen and Hhent

the wood chipsan dofr of that?
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Jovee: Yes, however we wall
probably use wood shavings
because the dogs like 1o curl up
and sleep in them, During the
day they can §till get their exer
cise without gettng filthy.

Ken: They exercise each
other, ton, because there’s only a
wire between them.

What adviee would you give to
Ireedders who e fust sariiis owl?

Joyee: Patience. for one
thirg, Learn all you can,

Ken: Find a good mentor.

Jovee: Yes somebody you
trust, that you can talk to and get
good ideas from. Do a lot of
reading. Learn bloodlines: Learn
what dogs were there, what they
were, what they looked like.
Talk w somebady who has been
around for a long time. That's
what 1 did and I could put picture
pedigrees together lor years,
when 1 could get the pictures,

Should they go fo Eennels 1orth b
awtnners o purchase o pup?

Jovee! There has to be some
reason the deg was a big winner

Alactedrn puafos T and Callt,
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and 1t doesn’t hurt toat least
check it out. 1 see so many umes,
people who cannot pm‘ducc a
wininer, sclling show quality dogs
to people. They show up at these
shows with this God-awful dog
and they have no clue what
they've bought and they think
they're going to show it because
Joe Blow sad it was show quality,
arid you feel veally bad for those
people.  You think, "I wish they
would have called me. Maybe 1
could have found them some-
thing decent.” You don't want to
discourage these people, but you
know they're never going to do
anything, so what do you do?
Then about that ume. some
friend of mine will come up and
say. “So-and-so wants you to
evaluate their dog.” and 1 really
hate to do that, | do very livle of
that, if I can help it. Mostly, T just
ook them right in the eye and
say, “Do vou really want o hear
what | have o sav? You might
not like it so vou're going to have
to make your mund up. Do you
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really want me o tell you what 1
see in vour dog?” That's before |
even sce the dog. 1 don’t want w
see the dog. [ 'want them to know
that I haven't scen the dog,
because I don’t want them w
think I've seen the dog and 1 hate
inalready. T just want them to
qrjow that if they really want my

inmon I'l well them the ruth,
B 1 really prefer not w,

What hennels do you comsder the
st fw!.r!r ?

Jovee! The best? I don’t
keep up with that a whole lot, |
sure know Kippencoand Taralull
have produced some nice dogs.
As far a5 big kennels are con
cerned, they're about the only
ones that T know, that Pve seen a
lot of consistent winners come
out of. I'm sure there are quite a
few others that just don't come to
mind right oW,

Would you recongmnend Mhal nee
rrrt'.lrg‘}'.t_l."rrt'nle! focal clivh, a nationg!
breed elul anddor an all bréed dub?
Wohat soouled be the best j?,r‘irr:'f'.’fr.s there ?

Jovee: T honestly think an-all
breed club would be the thing to
jom, because you're not fighting
the personality conflicts and the
Jeatonsies and things like that. 1
think you can learn a lot abou all
dogs and just generally, abouwt
how dog shows work, how ken-
nel clubs work, how the AKC
works, by belonging to an all
breed club. [ think you can have
a lot of [riendships without the
jealousies and poliwics and things
like that.

I think our bréeed club is fine,
It's one that 15 not particularly
show-oriented and a lot of people
think, “That's ternible, They
don’t know anything about
shows.” But those people can
have some real camaraderic with
other people and they can learn a
lot from each other, They can
learn about herding, they can
learn about sledding, they can
learn about agility. they can learn
abowt the breed and that's good.
There are enough show people to
keep a balance - 1996 was our
year to host the National Special-
1y,

You can learn a lot through
the national club’s publication,
It's an excellent publication, but 1
don't think you're going to ger
the one-on-one that vou need,

Do you think that there s move that
the mational dub could do le educate
e menbers ¥

Jovee: Well, thev've been
trying it for years. There wasa
committee that was supposed 1o
be putting our some learning
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materials. | remember talking o
somehody about it back in 1987.
I was asking because at the time |
was going 1o be doing 4 judges’
seminar and [ wanted o know
what publications and learning
toals that the club had then and
somebody said, "Oh, we're sull
warking on it." [said. *Well,
send it to me when you get it,”
and I've never seen anvthing
since then. I don’t know if the
committee’s still going or what,
Yeg, I think the club could do a
lot more w educate people than it
does.

You tafbed aboud the comypelifives
wesy anel the pealowes, Has o aluays
been thal oy or & thet something theat
& mare recent? )

Jovee: I think it's always
been that way. When [ got my
first dog and |t‘=||1ul our local club

there was some big-time fighting
going on. 1 have not seen that
since, not quite as bad anyway, so
I'm assuming it's preuwy much as
it's abways beeit,
What do vare Menk of the
vielen i this freed
Joyee: 1 liked the slide show
better. 1 think it was much more
representative of what  the
Samoved is. 1 don’t think the
video shows the true type of the
dog.
"Ken: When I saw that video
I was very disappomied. It was
nat my ided of whata Sammy
should look like, I didn't like the
mevement, 1 dido'e like the type
of dog. | was much more
impressed by the stlls; becanse 1
think it showed the classic
%umycd. I think there's a

change taking place, 1 think

ARG

We e conung out with a new tvpe
of dog. 1 think the reason for s
because that is the majority of the
dogs out there now.  The majori-
v ol the dogs don’t have the
type. they don't have the personm:
ahity, They're a dog: they're nat
a Sammy any more, So | was
really disappointed when I saw
the video.

Would you agree, foyvee, that
there’s kind of a new bype?

Joyee: Yes, untorimaely, 1
don’t think 1's everywhere, but |
think there were some bloodlines
acrass the country and they were
bred so much that they did star
changing the overall look of the
dog, They gotl intg the more
longhodied, leggier, without being
compact, and the plush coal
rather than the old-time, stand-off
coats.

Alacldin s Clief Adliezier, af siine montlis, and Fovee,
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!!ﬂl wihat Yo s fhe

Yousee a lot of that in
are than I think vou
{_it-m‘t_ think that the
S 15 covered with
"il'l_.:r‘.ﬂl'imts parts of the
Ul see more than oth-

hSMJ:'-’.IMg‘ tells me the WORST i still fo comel”

ers. There actually is a large vari-
ance in type. You cin put ten
dogs out in the ring and you'll
have ten different types.

Ecrtier, you mentioned the titfior-
fanee of movement, 5o I wes hoping you
wionld sy, O yes, the videa 15 50

good decawse you ean see the movement

"Bath? Let mie ontta here!”

The ,irm.l.'fL ) Quertes 1y

“Woell, Pim sbill alre!™

“Hhat s she doin” to my foor 2"

lemionitrated.”

Ken' I did not see good
mavement demonstraved, as 1
recall, It's been a long time now,
but that’s one of things | picked
up on, too: | was disappointed. 1
don't think there was a répresen-
tattve collection of GOOD Sam-
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mics in that movie.

Jovee: ['don't think it had o
be a good collection of all good
Sammies, either. [ think there
should have been a variety of
good to bad and various type.
You were supposed to show all
the good things and all the bad



things. Unforwnately, I thought
it was a conglomerate of
mediocre dogs, that were not
exactly type oriented, and I was
just really disappointed in it,
that's all. If they had done a
video with the dogs that they had
used originally in the slide presen-
tation, I think they would have
done just fine. 1 think they could
have come up with bad move-
ment. good  movement,
in-between movement, instead of
just all in-between. (laughter)

Do yoie_feel that there i adeqiiile
literadure dvailable o the breed, not
anely magazines, but also books?

Jovee: There are quite a few
books out, I have a few,

Are there particular books, that
atick out i yoir e, thal you woeld
recommend fo someone who wanfs fo
fearm?

Jovee: The Wards book is
pretty good. There’s another one
here, The Samuyed, by Anna Kay
Nicholas. She has.a lov of pic-
tures in there - that's kind of
nice. She has a whale section of
colored photos that 1 think is
nice. She interviewed different
kennels, She walked to all differ-
ent people about their kennels.
I've got one on New Zealand. 1
like o read them from differem
countries, (0o,

Her do you find that the fireiim
dogs compere with the American dogs?

Jevee: Dden't think they're as
sound, the ones I've seen. When
vou're talking foreign, you're
basically talking Australia, New
Zealand and England and basical-
Iy they're more concerned with
the head and ecat and movement
isn't one of the big things, 1
mean, there have been some nice
movers that have come out of
there, here and ‘there, but overall
from what I've seen they're more
concerned with head and coat.
They never trim their feet or
hocks;, so 1t's hard o tell about
their movement anyway,

At this pomnt, I would fthe to ik
evech of youe o give me a brigf btography
of yomrself} where you were born, ‘%'rm.'
ups, went fo school and what you have
done for a fomg.  Fust a e stoary of
yenr dife.

Jovee: Mine's: very: unevent-
ful. Twas borm and raised in the
Seattle arca and went to school,
got married at an extremely early
ageand had three boys. They're
all grown up and all have chil-
dren of their own, Eventually,
after all my kids were raised, after
having dogs for a few years; 1
went into all breed grooming and
after a couple of years bought the
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business and have been doing
that ever since. ['ve owned my
own business now, since 1978,

{ believe you said that's n @ mall.
What mell & thar?

Joyce: It's in a mall called
Kingsgate Plaza, It used to be in
the big one down here at Totem
Lake. More facilities and casier
access where [am now, ['ve been
doing that since 1978, 1 had two
shops at one time and decided
that was at least one too many.
Right now, I'm beginning to
think one is too many, I'm ready
to retire any time I'can afford it.

Were your sons fnto dogs?

Joyee: My oldest son did
very well and the youngest one
did until he was kind of discour
aged. He was doing well until he
got too much enticism.

Have they remaimed tnterested?

Jovee: The oldest one would
except that he was renting a
house and he couldn’t have any
dogs with him. He was living
with me for-awhile after he got
remarried and was really interest-
ed in my Akitas and wanted 10
show them, In fact, he had been
showing one, but he couldn't take
anything with him, so he quit
deing that. Now, he has-a new
baby, so I think he's kind of busy
with that. The middle boy was
an okay handler, except that he
always set the dog up like a terri-
er and everybody laughed. The
poor thing, always being yanked
up and down by his i, That
wasn't his big thing. He was
more into baseball and was an
extremely good baseball plaver.
He could have been professional,
but he decided he wasn’t big
cnuu%h 50 he went on 1o become
a hiology teacher and a coach,
He lives down it Arizona. The
voungest one got (oo much oo
cism and ended up saying, “T'm
not going to do this.”  So,
nobody’s in dogs. They all like
them, but nobady has them. If
anything ever happens o me,
Ken gets to parcel them out to the
kics. {laughter)

Waould you really proe them moay,
o twould you keepr thene all yourself?

Ken: That's hard to say.
There are some 1 would keep. for
sure, but it's wo many w handle
by myself.

FHow abont the story of your life?

Ken: T was born during the
war. I'm a foreigner, 1 was icu‘n
down in Cregon on the way to
Seautle,

My dad was in Secattle getting
a job. He had just gotten out of
the military about two weeks

before the war broke out. So
Mom traveled up here by herself
and I was born on the way, Ata
young age I got into elecronics,
and evenually, that led me into
getting a degree in electronics.
and 1 went 1o work for Boeing. 1
spent most of my working carcer
with Boeing in research and
development and a lot of unique
types: of elecironic development,
both software and hardware. 1
spent about thirteen years of my
life in search and rescuc in this
area, so I've done a lot of hiking
and climbing and enjoying the
outdoors. I was in communica-
tions and very interested in air-
planes, because I was a pilot
mysell. In the process | had five
children. After 23 years, we
decided to call that marriage
quits.  Shortly after, I met Joyee
and now 've fallen in love with
dogs.
Yiou had never had dogs before?

Ken: No. because my first
wife would not have them in the
house.

Heee i you_feel about dogs?

Ken: I kind of picked up that
same idea, so I didn't have dogs
cither, but I've got used 1o it and
by the time [ met Joycee, it was
one of those things, no problem.
Besides that, the Sammies are
nice to have in the house.
They're cuddly, They keep you
warmt, My children got involved
a little bit. They tried Junior
Handling a little bit and decided
they didn't like that. They liked
to show the wained dog. They
still like the dogs and they sr.i}’i
work with them, but they do not
show ar all,

Jovee: That's a lietle tough
because they anly visit periodical-
ly. They don't get to live with us.

Ken: They don’t get consis-
tent usage and expostre,

How have the dogs affected your
festyle?

Joyeer After 30 years they're
part of it. We had dogs belore
that. we just didn’t have real
show dogs. They affect your life
a lot. It comes to the point where
vour whole social life is geared
around your dogs, so when
vou're not at a dog show all vour
friends are. so if you don't go 10
the dog show that weekend
vou're not going to socialize on
that weckenﬁ. It gets a little con-
fimng that way, it really does.
You don't really realize it’s hap-
pened to you until vou don't
show for a while and you find out
you don't know who to call on
the weekend if you want to do
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something, or who to invite over
for dinner, It's like, “What hap-
pened.” Then you realize that all
vour friends are in the same place
that you were the weekend
hefore. It’s a shack to the system
when vou start thinking abour it
that way.

There are tnnes when you
think it would be easter without
the dogs. You have to start think-
ing about the well-being of the
dogs if vou're going away for the
weckend. When you have five,
six or seven of them you're not
gong to be taking them to-a ken-
nel, If you want to go to the the-
ater, do you feed them early or
after the show? I warry about
bloat. If its too hot, you don’t
want to feed them in the heat.
I've never had bloat and 1 don't
wart it, 50 | don’t want w feed
them when it's hot and then let
them have a lot of water and
exercise. ['ve seen that happen
and people do get in trouble, It
does affect your life; it certainly
affects wearing black dresses out
to dinner.

Anptteng you would add fo thet?

Ken: Not particularly, other
than the fact thar we always have
our weekends scheduled, We
live by the show calendar, Bu, [
enjoy it. 'We both like to travel
and it gives us an opportunity 1w
get out and see different parts of
the country, like Westminster,
Bermuda, Denver, we've been
around the country, and it's been
because of the dogs that we get
there, so i gives an opportunity
to travel and look. In fact, we
took our first “non-dog” vacation
last winter. We went to Hawaii.
Because of the guarantine, we
couldn’t bring dogs. We spent
three weeks there.

Did your suffer dog withdrawal?

Ken: No, we didn't have
time.

Jovee: Besides that, we were
on a eruise. [ don't think T would
have wanted to figure out how o
get the dog on and off the ship.
There were a couple of tmes it
was really interesting getting on
and off that ship: You didn't just
walk down the gangplank at all
ports.  Especially those where
you needed a launch to get to
shore.

Do yoi fave any favorile sipries
abont the dogs that you maght share?

Ken: As we all know, Sam-
mies think, they figure things out,
T'll never forget an instance about
4 year ago \rwﬁfen we had Chief at
a private water resort where we
go occasionally. There 1s.a twor



foot bulkhesd ar the waterline.
We were slowly walking along
the bulkhead with Chiel on a 25
foot fexi lead. The ducks were
swimming in the water trying o
keep their distance from the dog.
Chiel kept sneaking up to the
ducks trying to keep as low a pro-
file as possible, Every tme the
ducks would see the dog, they
moved further away from the
bulkhead. The dog would hide,
look, ceck its-head, hsten mtently.
The ducks would come closer.
Chiel would crawl to the edge of
the bulkhead. Again the ducks
would swim beyond harms reach.

Finally after repeating this
pattern several times Chief slowly
moved away from the waterline
about twenty feet, turned, put it
in high gear and came “hell-bent
for clection,” directly for the
water's edge. When he reached
the bulkhead he lannched him-
self, fully extended from toe to
toe. A beautful arch - aerody-
namically perfect — similar to a ski
jumper just after leaving the
ramp, Time seemed to be fl;;'r::;ucn
as we and about twenty other
people in the area watched in
awe. Chief had only one goal in
mind. Not once during his High
did he flinch, hesitate, or waver
from his vision of Fresh duck: for
dinner,

Then suddenly time seemed
to quickly move ahead again as
Chief came in [ull contact with
the water surface, fully extended,
at the end of the flexy lead, objec
uve missed. Chicl turned around
with a quizzical look that we all
understood very cearly. He just
sad, “Where did I goowrong?”

Ken: There was the time that
Jade was at the ring and got off
the grooming table when the han-
dler hiad left, Jade got loose and
went right to the rings and
searched out her handler. She
knows exactly where to go.

Tell about Jade in Bermuda
1 the waves,

Joyee: When you said,
“Turn her loose?” She'd never
seen the ooean before and | ook
her down to the beach. One of
the giant waves camie crashing
over the shore on the rocks. She
saw that thing coming and she
thought she'd been had, She Just
turned tail and ran as fast as she
could go, After she got accus-
tomed 1o the idea, she'd come up
and look -and she'd watch it. She
knew when that giant one was
going to come, how 1 don’t know,
and she'd trn and run, 1'd say
theyv're VERY smuart.
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Ken and [ hadn't been wgeth-
crall that long, at that poimnt, and
we kind of used that as a real get-
away together. He'd heard me
talking about single wacking, ete,
50 we ook her down on the
beach and I showed him exacdy
what single racking was. So he
said, “Turn her loose, she'll come
back.,” I said, “No, she won'L”
He said, "Well, So-and-so's dogs
abways ¢ame back.” I said. “Ths
deg will not come back.” He
said, “Oh, sure she will,”™ so 1
turned her loose and she stared
chasing these ..,

What was that she'd chase?

Ken: Seaweed that would
come up, and foam.

Joyee: She'd see that and it
would look like foam and she'd
start chasimy that and of course, it

Alaedelin s My Madison,

would be swept back out. Then
another wave would come and
she'd see some more. 1 had to
run flar out chasing her to get her
back, because | kepe calling her
and she'd keep secing this swff
and she thought it was alive, |
realize that the island is only
about 21 miles long, but that is 42
miles il you go all the way
around,

Ken: We'd get her back even-
wally, You'd go one way and I'd
go the other way,

Joyee: She wouldn't come
back. She's wvery self-conhident.
She has no fear of anything. |
mean, she figures she can take
care of herself, She's pretty obe-
dient, but if she thinks she's hunt-
ing, that might be something else
again,
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What heeoe been the greatest beie-

S do being i dog?

Joyee: I think there are quite
a few when you stop to think
about it. I've met a lot of nice
P(‘uplc all over the country.
Fhere 15 always something to do,
something to think abour. Jade
was a great solace during my
divorce, let me tell you, Dogs are
great for healing, It's kind of
hard to be-sad when vou have
something as pretry as that siting
there, wanting all your love and
attention.  They're a lot of com-
pany, There are mornings when
vou have puppics and you have
to do this and you have to do
that and you go, “Oh, no," Bu,
they’ll get you out of yourself, T
think that’s probably why they
do so well at convalescent cen-
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Kipperic Sunity Peteron being grovmed before poing BOE September 1994,

ters. You ger out and do things.
I think-a lot of dog people are
healthier. You see a lot of renred
people at dog shows and they do
really well. You see retired peo-
ple other places and they don't do
so hot. I think 1t keeps you
young, keeps vou-going, It gives
vou something to think about,
something to plan; w do breed-
ings and shows.

Ken: [ think Jovee already
touched on 1. It gets vou out,
gets you moving, You have rea-
son to leave the friendly environ-
ment of the house. You can go
out and do things. | think doing
1s important because it keeps you
active. Otherwise, you become a
couch potato, With dogs; vou're
not going to become a couch
potato, if vou do things with vour
dogs. We have a kennel next
door - a man has his Sammy
there — and for some reason he
cannet have him at home, 5o he's
here every single day with that
Sammy to take him out, to exer
cise him, o play with him. He
takes him out for a couple of
hours and then he brings him
back unul the next day. For him,
it keeps him doing things; he has
an interest.

Howe-abmut the drawbachs o bemg
m rﬂl-'{g.‘ﬁ.’

Jovee: Bome of the same

things. You have o find people

to take care of your dogs when
you want to go. There's a
responsibility with dogs, just like
there is with kids. You have o
take care of them, They need
that care and they need that atien
tion. As far as dog showi ing 15
concerned. I suppose the pettiness
that's invalved m the show nng is
a drawback. After all these years,
I don't really pay too much atten-
tion to it. I just go and da my
own thing and have my own
friends. T have more fnends in
ather breeds than [ do in Sam-
mics. [ think many people are
like that. [ don’t know for sure,

Ch. Adaddins Covanel of Willizua,

“Renea, " learning groom lable man-
ners at four mends old.

Jeeele aat foer moniths of age.

but I've had so many consistent
winners over the last Nifteen
vears; | guess, that they don’t
want to se¢ me coming. I have a
lot of Sammy friends in different
parts of the country, but I don't
have that many Sammy friends in
this area.  But, that's okay, We
have more Sammy [riends that
aren’t in the competitive show
ring that do other things - obed-
ence, aglity, that kind of thing -
that aren’t constantly worried
about the points every weekend.
I'm at the point now that when I
go to a show [ want w win, but if
I don't it’s nota big deal, It's
nothing to get upset about,

Ken: Just another dog show,

Jovee: Just another dog
show, exactly. A lot of the people
that are out there in this area,
now, haven't been doing 1t for the
number of years that 1 have and
sull are extremely competitive,
Don't get me wrong that I don't
want to win because | do, and 1
don’t make the entry and send
the money in thinking I'm net
going to win, but it's nothing to
get uptight about, cither. A lot of
it’s just being able to go and asso-
ciate with people and have a good
time.

What Enrmrdi_i'ufr ey {hatt the rfﬁgh
have tanght you, of anything? '

Joyee: Compassion. T cer-
ainty get that from the ones at
waork. ['ve learned a lot of
paticnice - a lot more patience
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than I had twenty years ago,
when my kids were little. 1
should have had them now,
Thart's what they've taught me,
paticnce and compassion. 1 try
not to be too hard on people or
dogs.

Ken: Patience.

Joyce: Patience, as he leaves
here in lus shil and they jump all
over him, (langhter) Mud balls.

Is there mrve’ﬁmg that we haven't
talhed whout tht o ioeided fike fo dis-
o

Joyee: I'd like o see people
try o get along a livle more than
t!:u do, sometimes, and not be
[lll‘E s C-EH“I}QH[W'. a5 Ihf.’} are;
be a little kinder all over the
country., You see a dog-cat-dog
world, 1 guess. It would be kind
of nice to see people really, wuly
care about their dogs. Sometimes
I think all they care about is ther
wins and not as much about the
dogs.

Anything that you would ke to
add, Ken?

Ken: We just got back from
the *95 Nanonal We were both
very pleascd to see type returning
ter the breed, and many of these
typey dogs could move beauiful
ly. It shows these things can go
in the same package,

Jovee: We are really looking
forward to seeing all the Sams at
the ‘96 National here m Puyallup,
Washington in October. *



