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This mterviey wvas condlucted al
the hame of Carol Montgamery in
My 2004 by Lynne Robertson.

It seems ke you are always on
the verge of opentug e ean of wornn;
when you are selecting for e .Hurrﬁ
o have fo e 5o rrmr‘%:f about every
.r.-"nug elie. It seems fihe a fot-of Hm}q\
io heep track of.

Thar is right, That’s why
vou don’t select for ene thing,
You are looking at improving
this, but there is a lot that you
want to keep, 1 think that you

have to go to a dog that is going
to help you keep some of the
things that you already have.

When you are brecding you
always want to make sure that
vou are doing all of the proper
health checks and eves. 1 think
cvery breeder really needs to uti-
lize the tools that we have as
breeders o make sure that you
are ruling out any major heredi-
tary problems before you do
those breedings. 5o checking
CYES EVeTY }'r:;ir, doing hips at
two yeurs of age. ' We have actu-
ally done the hips on our dogs
in their older years, like at
twelve vears of age. You wam
te-know that if they are excellent
when they are two. what do
they look like when they are
thirteen or fourteen, or even ten
or twelve, IU's now necessary, s
not something that you have to
do. but it just gives you another
wal n the wolbox that we have
as breeders, just 1o make sure
that you know abowt !.mn own
dogs. Did the hips changc any?

AmdCan Ch. Alpine Glo's Merceees Benz, “Sucie,”

Some dogs will have a linde bit
of arthrins in them, and other
dogs vou will see no arthrits in
them at those later years. It is
mice toknow that. It's not nec-
essary, but it 15 a nice extra picce
af information to have.

Now we have the Opuigen

and one of the things that [ ask
for in a stud dog that I am con-
sidering. PRA is something that
we can wipe out in ONE genera-
oon. The mode of inheritance is
a sex-linked it i Sammies, so
if you do the test yvou know you
don't have to WorTy about it

Ch. Major Keno Stevling O Stardan shown winning first in Stwed Dog el at
the Minuteman Samoyed Club Regional Specialty, 1984, with daug #'!.‘rrq Ch.
Alpeme Gla's Ury-w Atirachion mm’ Ch. Alpane Glo's Magor S:-:rm-::wr.

testng, and the Samoved Club
of America for three years in a
row has provided Optigen clin-
ics at the National Speaalty. It
s simple blood test thar will
give you genetc information on
whether or not your dog will
develop progressive retinal atro-
phy (PRA). As these genetic
tests become available, we will
have even mare information
available to us.

What are some of the mare con-
meire prafilfems that you have seen, and
hiave they changed over the years?

There are several common
eyve problems, like cataracts,
PRA, retinal dysplasia, etc,
Knock on woed, we have not
had any eye probléems in our
dogs, but I believe it's because
we test year after year, When |
look for a stud dog, [ want a
copy of his OFA clearance and a
copy of his most recent eve
exam, Il the exam (CERF num-
ber) 1s not up-to-date, then 1
want another eye test belore 1
will use him.

All of my dogs have had the
Onptigen test for PRA. Ir is just
another thing that 1 can show,
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We can eradicate PRA from this
breed., With cataracts. that’s not
s, People used to say it was a
simple recessive, but I'm not
sure. You have arguments
about that, even some of the
opthamologists will differ on
cataracts and what causes
cataracts and tvpes of cataracts,

Hip dysplasia has been a
common problem in this breed
and in many other breeds. The
mode of inheritance of HD 13
nat yet fully understood. We
have been very fortuneste in the
area of hip dysplasia and in
eves,

The breed can also have
SCNTE  AUteimmune  issues.
There's a lot of controversy
wday about what causes it. Isu
in the breeding? Is it in vaceina-
tion protocols? Should we be
vaccinating these dogs as much
as wedo? 1 think cvery breeder
and every dog owner needs to
read as much as they can and
make the decision for them-
selves, We do what we call
health checks every vear, I send
bload samples out to Dr. Dobbs
in California, and we check for




titers, IF our dogs don't need an
inoculadon, they don't ger a vac-
cinaton that year. More breed-
ers are doing this. [t just makes
sensel  We dan't inoculate peo-
ple every single year, so why
should we over-vaccinate our
dogs? When I think back on
some of my earlier dogs and
how I would vaccinate them
every single vear, | am grateful
we didn't develop any problems.
We thought we were doing the
right things:for them. We no
longer vaccinate our puppies as
carly as we once did,

How mueh laler r.Ir.l'J_j'Hf.r Al f?

We gencrally let our puppics
go to their new homes between
mine-and ten weeks: So T gener
ally give the Arst shots at eighe
weeks. 1 try to separate the
parva from the DHP by a week
or two, and we ose killed sviris
not modified live. | bave never
given rabies inoculadons before
six months of age. I hold off on
that as long 4s | pessibly can,
There are vers who will tell you
to-do ivat three or four months,
but we don't give rabies before
six months, It is qust overload-
ing their systems o me, |
believe i vaceinating, but 1
beheve in domng it as far ‘apart.as
possible with as much time mn
between as possible. Then year-
Iv checking titers to make sure
they have enongh protection.

{8 seemys ke a lot of people e
cafching oni fo M,

'Hﬂt}' arc. I have o say, 1
have lived in different parts of
the country. bue there are some
very savvy people who keep
informed about dog health
ssues everywhere,

f‘.ir.‘.ﬁ"r_fm.r st Uf_f!fffgﬁ.ll /] rf_:f—
Jerent paris of the country, and are
you seeitg any differamce i guality
amyavhire?

People think there are type
differences in different parts of
the countey, but 1 think we are
reducing those differences now
because people buyv dogs and
breed to dogs from all over the
country.  Chilled semen can be
shipped ecasily so breedings to
top-producing stud dags can
take place anywhere today
which allows breeders to use
those same stud dogs, Offspring
of these dogs are competing
everywhere. [ believe there's
less difference now. You stll
see larger dogs on the West
Cooast, and there are sull region-
al differences in type, but I think
we are seeing some change in
that.

The Sanmyed Chnrferly

[ have toosay the dogs that
have consistently impressed me
are the dogs in the Midwest. |
actually bought a dag from the
Midwest, bick in the mid-"8is
A dog thar we called Major, oth-
erwise known as Ch. Major
Keno Sterling O'Sardan.  Deb-
bie Jahnke, who owns Stardan
kennels, bred his liver and they
all finished their championships,
He was a hificen-month-old male
who probably had more tenacity
than the people who owned
him, They couldn’t contral
him, 50 Debbie got him back. 1
saw the dog and was ver 5 e
ested in him. 1 was really inter-
ested in his pedigree, because he
was a beaudfully hinebred dog,
and I needed o go out ar that
point. He had Karen McFar-
lane’s Howhot belind him and a
Best in Show winning dog
named Jack Frost, [ did lm}r
him because | knew what was
behind ham, T think & lot of the
Midwest dogs are quality dogs.
I've judged Sweepstakes there
and [ have been very impressed
with what I've seen, In Califor-
nia, when I judged the Futurity

Ch, Newbsd''s Nachala .c_.l}‘ Alnne (i,

at the SCA Natonal, there were
nice dogs from all over the
country, Not every dog can be
as impressive as others but the
good ones are easy to find. And
the great ones you can always
pick out,

Do you anly fudee matches?

Yes. 1 am not an ARKC
judge, though thar i something
that [ want o do eventually, 1
think [ am going to time ‘that
with retirement [rom working,
when [ have a httde more nme. 1
think it will be interesting and
fun to do. Traveling around
and seeing people 1 Im'l.c known
for Vears '1p|:c.1i\ to me.  After
all this many verrs in dogs,
there aren’t many people who |
don’t know, I find judging is a
continuing education. Yulhuam
something new every time you
judge.

Yo were saying o & easy fo jick
el the good onesy it the metn
h"u'jag_h'r:f are looking for, lthe the ctke
and the frostmg?

It is really a combination of
things I look for. The cake is
that balance, and then the [rost-
ing is really how the dog uses
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itself. It's how the dog is pre-
sented, and the stvle of the dog,
Sometimes you see a great dog
and vou want to put that dog
up, but yvou have 1o try to give
the novice handler an opporu-
nity to set the dog up properly
and so on: Sometimes there 1s a
bit of instruction that goes on, |
have seen many judges do that,
“Set the dog this way,” or "Ity
that again, because cither the
handler was causing the dog to
be off or the dog was misbehay-
ing, [ think the frosting is tha
total package. You see that dog
standing: and the dog calls awen:
ton to uself, But when it moves
does it cover a lot of ground
effortlessly? And, finally, the
show atritude has wo be there,
There are some really good
dogs who are structurally
sound. but they just don'e like
showing. I]1c\‘ don't call aten:
tion to themselves because of
that. It is a dog show, alter all.
Even in my own kennel, 1 want
that show attitude,

Lian you name o fee fof dogs vou
hae ouned, or some thal you haoe
liked over the yours?

—



There are some dogs that |
have thought were better than
others. Kachina, as I've sad,
and Takena. We have owned
and produced dogs who were
nattonally ranked. We have
mostly done all of our own han:
dling. Just recently, with some
of our dogs, I have had some
handlers help out because 1t 15
just not as easy for me o get to
the shows. One ol our girls,
“Emma,” Alpine Glos Oncgln A
Million, has-a handler because
she 15 not enamored with show-
ing, She needs a three-poimnt
major to finish. It is not that she
is-afrard, she would just rather
be home or doing something
else, When she is with me and a
judge comes up to her, she leans
inta me. The joke is we could
rent her to Sewne Streef and have
her play the lewer U, So I now
have a handler with her, and he
has taught her so much. She
looks wonderful with him, Qur
anly male, Ch. Alpine Glo's
Gambler's Image (Monte) had a
handler on him when he was
first being shown because 1 had
injured niy knee. When I was
able w get back in the ring [ fin-
shed him with owo back-to-back
majors in one weckend, I have
tricd to handle my own dogs
because 1 love the ring and
enjoy the relatonship with my
dogs. It is you and that dog,
and no one has better rapport
with your dog than vou do. But
as the years pass it gets increas:
ingly harder.

,‘f,m- da _}'u.‘.rd.fr.‘r.'l aliyt bhe stan-
ddeered, anel ts there anything you woeld
fike ta see changed ?

There are probably one or
two things [ would like o see
changed, but I think that the
standard of our breed has been
around for o long ome, so as a
breeder, 1 have tremendous
respect for our standard, I's
one of the beuwer standards out
there, It allows enough room
for interpretation, as we talked
about carlier. It really does gve
a picture of what a Samoyed
should lock like, and 1t keeps in
riind what these dogs were orig:
inally bred o do. I don't have
any major arguments with our
standard. [ would hke to sce the
Mustrated Standard updated by
a frst-rate arost who knows and
understands dogs, [ think it
would be a wonderful ool for
judges and exhibitors alike.
However, when judges are
applying to judge Samoveds
they should be educated about

The Samoved Ouarterly
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Ch. Sherica's Sierra of Alpme Glo, whelped November 29, 1980,

our standard. The breed clubs
have judges' education and the
SCA has done a very nice job of
educating judges, but there is
always more that we can do.
We have a pood judges’ educa
tion commitiec.

Are you on the edweaton commt-
fee?

I chair the breeders’ educa-
tion committee.  For the past
five years. I've done breeders'
cducation, and we have put en
tremendous programs, just top-
notch speakers for the member-
ship, SCA has paid for that; we
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charge a very minimum amount,
like %5, for people to come in
and hear some of the twop people
talk abouwt health issues, or how
to grade a litter of puppies, con-
formation, breeding, eic. We
have had really top-nowh speak-
ers, and that's something that
our national club just recently
decided w do for cur members.
SCA covers the expense and just
charges back a moderate
amount to cover refreshments,
etc. The SCA has been great
about providing cducatonal pro-
grarms for its members.

Al

Are there any other cnnmitiees or
eliebes yoir are involved with?

The Minuteman Samoyed
Club, 1 was a founding member,
and North Shore Kennel Club,
which 1s an all breed club.

Fay this freeed become a ln more
Jofnelar swee you_first began 30 years
agol

No, it has really stayed
about the same, and dhae 15 just
fine with me, When a breed
really becomes popular — every
time there is a movie, like
Beethoven, yvou get a lot more
breeding and a lot more calls. |
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Am/Can Ch. Alpine Glo's Mereedes Bertz, “Sadie,” shown lak g BOW at the 1984 Canadinn Natiohol Specialty, udge Mr, T Ty Grene Iy,

get concerned about overbreed-
ing to mect the demand, It
becomes a money-driven propo
siton, We are up there, | think
we are m the mid-30s or 4s as
far as populanty, and as lar as
I'm concerned, that's great.
Let's stay there! It's not quant-
ty. it's quality that you are
breeding lor, and it’s quality that
people want to buy. It's tough
enough linding really gudd
homes for these dogs. ' We have
been very lucky; we have had
wonderful homes for our pup-
pies.. Bue the kind of screetiing
that we do in order 1o ensure
those quality homes — and then
the continuing cducation that
takes to assist your puppy buy
ers can be very time-consuming.

You mentimed grading a hitter;
heww oo you grade o litter?

'

There are dilferemt phases of

grading a liwer. I look ar the
puppies when they are first born
- when they are still wet. You
can tell a lot about puppies when
they are just out ol their mother
and before they have toally
dried. You can tell about what
coats are going to be like as
adult dogs, you can see angula-
tion, you can sce length of body,
yvou can sec neck. Then after
that, you Just close your eves for
a couple of weeks, because you
can't see a whole lot of anything,
vou do, yvou see glim-
mers of this and that, and vou
keep records. 1 keep notes
about what I see in a particular

puppy. We do colorcode our
puppies. I happen to use differ-
cnt colored nail polish, Some
people use different colored yarm
around the neck. T use nail pol-
ish on the wils or on the rump,
depending on whether they are
boys or girls. And 1 look at
head shapes as they are develop
ing, and what appeals to my eve.

About five or six weeks,
whien they get up on their feet,
'ILI"[[ anrs [‘11'.[|':]|'|:.._'| [ S¢r SOme
climmers of movement that
catch your eve, some things that
you like and some things tha
vou don't hke. Really T start a
six weeks and take copious
notes, and then at eight weeks in
terms of proportions. By cight
weeks they are moving like they
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are going Lo move.

Pat Hastings gives a great
seminar, and her video, Papny
Przzle, 15 wonderful to watch
belore grading a litter. Every
time I watch her video, or go to
one of ‘her seminars, T learn
something more. You sharpen
vour eye and vour ability to
look at proportions, structure;
eic.

I grade at eight weeks of age,
It is mice when you can keep
puppics until ten weeks, because
they are more sure on their fect
at that age and can really move
ot

In Pat's seminars, she says
yvou waich the movement. She
doesn’t do any of the move
ment: a lot ol I)('t]]_‘]h_' wiill Sy, “1

—




like movement,” but she doesn't
talk specifically about movement
in her video, What she 15 say-
ing is, look at proportions.
Here's how vou grade them,
here's how vou go over a dog.
Then watch them, do a lot of
watching in the yard and on dif
ferent surfaces. Judge hew they
are moving, and how they are
using themselves. We all decide
i chifferent ways. [ use the mir-
ror, 1t has helped me tremen-
dously. The mirror allows yeu
to stand back and see every-
thing. If you arc not using a
mirror, vou can't sec because
yvou are looking down at the
puppy from above. When you
are suspending them and vou
are just watching how the feet
drop. and you are looking at
them in the mirror, it tells vou
so much about the way that
puppy is put together. That is
something Pat Hastings does
her seminars all the time. 1 have
learned a lot from her: [ think a
lot of people have learned a lot
from her.

She also says that it is up 1o
the breeder to decide, after
going over the sturueure, alter
watching movement, the breed-
er must decide what the type is
that they are looking for, what
appeals to their eve. The only
reason that she talks about the
structure and what to pick out in
puppics is how do 'vou [ind
some of the faults that are only
going o get worse with age? If
they are there at eight weeks,
they are gﬂ.ing to be there as an
adult, only magnified. So why,
when vou have another puppy
that is of bewer quality, go to the
one that vou kind of like
because w appeals to you? Why
not jump-start your breeding
program by keeping the sounder
dogs? Then working an the
style and the type that you like,

Was that easy for you, when

prcking pupines, to seharale yourself

Jfrom the puply vou bked lo the mary
soiaied aare?

No! It's never easy. There
is always a head that you like or
something else you like, Of
course, it's always the one that
you absolutely love the look of
that has one fault or another. |
select for swuciure because vou
can mprove heads much casier
than structure. You can put the
furmishings on them, but you
can’t change the stucture. You
can breed pretties inio the next
generation, itis a lot easier to do
that.

- The Seemoyeel Quarterty

So you sell puppies al sipht
weeks, and you have @ B of people
et Hf:‘ f o the Jrifafrres ?

I let them go between nine
and ten weeks. When you are
not breeding lows of hioers, it's
not hard o have people in line
waiting for your puppies.

fi there a Jf.l.l'ur':.l':':r.l i s breed
with breeders who aren’t thal rep-
ulihle?

Absolutely. People are all
different. There are people who
want to do well in all they
undertake, Thev are going to
want to do the best job they pos-
sibly can. Then you always
have people who take shorteuts;

and well, they may fecl that it's
not so mmporant that they do
€YVeS eVeTy Yyear, or every other
year; or maybe not at all. *]
don't havea problem,” they say,
*so why do all of this unneces-
sary testing?” That is why,
when people call me for pup-
pies, they will say, “Can vou
recommend any breeders?” We
have a lot of good breeders.
And so 1 feel formunate to be
able o refér puppy buvers to
them.

When potential puppy buy

crs call me I screen them, If

they answer my questions
appropriately [ will agree 1o

—

have them visit our home to
meet our dogs. Then 1 tell
them, “I really think vou owe it
to yvoursell o visit & lov of peo-
ple. because our standard allows
for lots of different styles of
Sams, so go and sce what
appeals to you, Sce where the
dogs live. sce how the dogs are
raised. See if the dogs are clean,
and see if they are kennel dogs
or they are housedogs: You
should do whatever feels right
to vou. Ask a lot of questions of
everyome you meet, [alk about
health issues, and screening for
hips and eyes and so on.” It's
amazing what people will come

Ch. Mpre Gl's Cheroker Kaclona, "Cazey.”
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back and say. “I dad chis but |
just sort of feel that I want to get
a puppy from yvou because [ just
like your dogs. [ like the fact
that they hve in the house with
you." T always encourage them
to go and hind out for them-
selves about different dogs and
people. T won't say. “Don't go
to this person,” or “Don't go to
that person.” | think people
need to scrutinize that for them-
sebves, Bur yes, there are some
people whao if they wanted to
breed o my dogs, [ wouldn't
want to do the breeding,

What are the benefits to setting
ol and gotng fo some of the larger
dlog’ thines anel specialined?

The National Specialey, |
don't think I have ever gone to a
National Specialty expecting.to
win. You go to a National to
take dogs that vou are proud of
and have them seen. [ always
o to the National 1o see some of
the best dogs in the country.
When yvou have a bitch that you
want to breed, you only géi a
few breedings out of her.
Mavbe it is two to three breed-
ings 0 her lifetime; so you sure
want to go to the very bést male
yvou can find ecach and every
time. That is why 1 keep
females: To keep a male, they
have 10 be exceptional; 1o me. |
can go out and breed my girls to
exceptional males, When you
have a bitch that is a champion
and you have all your paper-
work to prove that vou've done
the necessary genetic testing,
etc., people want 1o breed thenr
top males to vour bitches. So
vou go out to-see some of the
top dogs in the country, and
what those dogs are producing,
That’s the important thing. It's
not enough to just breed to the
top winner; you breed to the wp
winner if you like what he is
producing, so you have to see
enough of his progeny. That is
why you go o Navonals, AND
to have a lot of fun and rémi-
nise¢ with [riends yvou have
muade over the years. There are
peaple who live in other parts of
the country who you don't see
except at Nationals. So once a
vear you go and relive some
good ol" tumes and memories
with them. And ereate some
NEW EMOTIes; 0o,

Regional specialtics are
important as well because vou
want to see what s In your arca
or other areas of the country.
Diepending on the judges. people
come from pretty far away for

T?.';' S}mrrf"w'd Qﬁ_ﬂry f:‘n_r',

Sadie.

some regional specialties. It is
important 1o get to know ane
another as well. Then sit down
after the judging and just talk o
peaple about dogs that they
have in ther area that they've

seen, or dogs that they have
bred, or some breedings that
have been partcularly good for
them in terms of combining
lines: It's an education. and it is
a fun way of meeting people.
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It sorends like you gu more zwith
reedings i mind vather than to comn-
Jrete, even though vou oo comprete.

It’s-all about competition,
but when vou think about 1, it's
like buying a ucket for the lo
tery. Your chances of winning
vary, but if vou don't buy the
ucket, then vou have ne chance
of winning.  (laughter) Unless
you go to the regional and
Nabonal Specialdes you are lim
iting yourself to shows. It is nice
to get out there, ['m sure vou
hawe heard the term “kennel
blindness™ time and time again.
You can really believe in your
own dogs and love the dogs that
vou breed, but yvou don't know
how to get better unless you see
what else is out there. Ttisjust a
way of educating voursell. You
do go out with the hope of win-
ning something. Placing at a
Natjonal is one of the greatest
compliments a breeder can
receive.  But you don't have o
win the National for other peo-
ple to think that yvour dog is a
really good dog. [ said this 1o a
very dear [riend who went to
her very first National Specialty.
I told her, “You don't go out 10
win: you go out to be seen. To
have vour dog seen, because
vou are proud of your dog” In
order to win, the sun, the maon
and the stars all have to align. |
have scen dogs compete on dif
ferent weekends, etc., and all of
a sudden the day of the Natonal
that dog is just showing better
than he or she has ever shown
before: It 1s not that the dog is
better: the dog is "on” that day.
You can't make that happen, it

Just happens. There have been

some surprises at Nationals, but
the dogs that typically win are
beautiful dogs and 1 am happy
for them. You always wish vou
could have won, but you are
happy lor the other winners,
too, and it does give you an
opportunity tosee something
that you like and then you ask
for the pedigree. Then vou see
if it matches, Sometimes, it just
doesn’t work. But you look and
see if i's a possible breeding for
you.

What are some af your most
meoralile experiences compreting?

Winning with Kachina was
totally memorable. I canstill
feel it to this day; you can
almost taste that kind of win. 1
was a pure novice, and the dog
had not really been shown that
muc¢h. She had been in three
shows before we went out there

e i ihcncin i
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and had garnered nine points.
We were both unknowns, -and
that's as honestas i gets. vou
know. (laughter) That was
memorable.

[ also remember her daugh-

wer, Tak-c-na, ot an Award of

Merit. It was memorable to me

SOMERIET

Ch, Alpnne Gla's Tee Blue Sensihion,

because Annie Clark was judg
ing Best of Breed, 1 have real
respect for her because [ think
she's.a judge who has a tremen
dous ('.}'4:3 for a sound dog, It
was the National Specialty in
Frederick, Maryland, Tak-e-na
had already finished her champi-

onship, so we were competing in
the Best of Breed competition,
Annie Clark twrned around
[rom the bich that she had
examined in frant of us, and she
looked at Tak-e-na. She was a
very sound bitch but not 4 par-
ticularly beautiful bitch., She
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looked at her, and the look m
Annie's eve was almost like she
had dismissed her. Almosi like,
“0h, this 1sn't my style.” She
came up and stared 10 go over
her, and then she asked me o
move her. She asked us to do a
triangle. 50 I did the triangle

—



with Tak-¢-na and brought her
back, and when we were coming
back to her, I looked up at her
face, and she was sporting the
biggest smile. She pat her hand
on my shoulder and said,
“Would you do that again,
please?™ 1 said, “Did we do
something wrong?" She said,
“No, mrv dear, that was so lovely
I want to see it agam.” 5o we
went again, and she marked
down our number. At Naton-
als, as you know, when they
mark down your number you
are either going or vou're sty
ing, vou don’t know which. 1
thought maybe she liked her bet-
ter because she had a wotally dif
ferent look on her face. She got
to the very end and it was
between Tak-ena and a beauu-
fill bitch that was out of Ch, I'm
A Bark Star. Her name was
Spark A Bark. Annie was abso-
lutely right to put thar bitch up,
because she was rypey, she was
beautful, and she moved equal-
Iy well, but she had that show-
manship that I'll remember to
this day. When Annie Clark
was handing out the Awards of
Merit, she said, “This is my
FIRST Award of Merit. And
she presented it to Tak-c-na,
That was kind of fun.

We have had other memo-
rable things. just in terms of
friends’ dogs who have zone up
at Nationals as well. It's just
really fun when you see a 'tlng
that you've known and been
fond of mn your own area do
some winning at Nationals.
Memorable moments happen
even at local shows,

Another memorable
moment was when Ch, Alpine
Glo's Piper's Glory, “Glory,”
was guite a bit younger. We
entered a show and it was a one-
poine show in bitches, We went
tor the show which was hieerally
fifteen minues from our house.
Glory had just started showing,
and she didn't particularly like
showing. So I went hoping 10
get one point on her. She won
the pomt in bitches, and then we
went back to compete in Best of
Breed competition. and there
were lots of specials there, The
Judge pulled out a bich special;
I thought he had found s BOB
and BOW. Then he pulled
Glory right behind her. T was
waiting for him 1o pull a fale
for BOS. Then he stoad back
and started looking at the two
girls. He said he wanted us o
take these twao bitches around

The Satitoyecd Ouarlerly

mgcthr::'. and it dawned on me,
we had a shot at Best of Breed
here, because he was looking ar
these two oivls together. He had
the bitch special go around frse,
and we followed, and then he
switched and we went around
first the second time, He said,
*Okay, just stand there.” S0 we
did, ‘and then he pulled a male
out, He said 1o take the dogs all
the way around the ring, and it
hit me then that she was going
o ger Best of Breed. . So that one
pomt turned into three points

Just wasn't meant to be. As sub-
jeetive a5 the conformation ring
is, the judge just wasn't looking
for what vou brought him/her
that day. That doesn’t mean the
Judge 1s wrong: it means you
bring him/her something else, or
you don’t go back to that judge
with the same dog a second or
third time. 1 generally give
Judges at least two tries with a
particular dog, I it isn't that
Judge’s style of dog, then it isn't
that judge’s stvle of dog. You
don't write off the judge, you

Some dogs just have it naw-
rally. T'wve had dogs that just
showed. [ had a bich at one
point who was out of an Ice
Breaker daughter, bred o Ch.
Iceway’s Ice Crush. She was
one of the cutest bitches [ think
I've ever owned., She was
adarable.  Her name was
Am/Can Ch. Alpine Glo's Mer-
cedes Benz, “Sadie;” and that
bitch showed from the day she
could walk. She just said, “Look
at me!” We won Best of Win-
ners at the Canadian National

Ch. Alpene Glo's Gambler's fmage, “Monte,”

that day. Those are litle things;
but that is what keeps people
showing for years and vears.

As many memorable things
as yvou have, there are disap-
pointments too, where your dog

Just wasn’t “on” that day, or 1t

bring a style of dog that you
have scen ham put up,

Do you have any ritwals or aiy-
thing you do to gt your dog’s shote
sl wh, v 05 6 fst something
that they have o wake p oeth Hat
re'rfy?
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specialty, and we finished her
Canadian championship in two
days. She finished her Ameri
can championship when she was
seven months old, fudges just
couldn’t keep thew eyes oll ol
her. If they were passing her by,
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just walking around.

she would step out and say,
“Wait a4 minute! You didn't
look at me!® They would just
et the biggest kick out of 1t.
She never barked, she never
called awention 1o herself that
way. She just showed. She was
just that cute linde package who
was very spcual You know,
there aren’t that many puppies
that are that together at six or
seven months of age, s0 when
vou see one, you do give it a
second look, She just had that
showmanship. Kkachina had
that showmanship, as well as
her brother Nachala,

I like to get my dogs accli-
mated 1o the show ring, T ke
them to as many shows as [ can,
Just get-
ting used to taking them to class-
ed, to conformation classes,
because you never know what is
golng o throw them or what
can surprise them in a ring.

They are just like us, they have

their good days and they have
their bad davs.

Do you heve auy examples of

something that totally surfetied you or

o dug?

Not one of my dogs, but a
friend's dog who had just won a
very, very lovely regional spe-
cialty, She was Winners Bich
and Best of Winners. She
showed beautifully in the
Sweepstakes, she showed beaut
fully 1n the regular competition
at the specialty, Then she wemnt
on (o compete in an all breed
Puppy Sweepstakes, all Work-
ing breeds, A noise from a loud-
speaker squealing, and a fallmg
wash can totally spooked her -
that bitch was just not going to
show. The only thing my friend
could do was just get her
through it. Calm her, and get
her through it You can't penal-
ize that; yau can't Zel angry al
that. It is just the tming.  As
she went on w win some Bests
of Breed, when she would zet
into the Group ring odd chig,.q
that she hadn't seen belore
wottld throw her off,

That has happened 1o some
of my dogs, 1o, You live in an
area where there aren’t that
many dogs rumung around, and
yeu J\ctp your tin“\ fenced in o
be safe, and vau fll‘-r to really
socialize them to get them used
to other breeds, That is why
acchimating them and getting
them to as many shows as you
can is so important.  That is part
of 5{Jmcthmg = I wouldn't call it
4 ritual, but it is an intelligent

judge.
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BEST (OfF
WINNERS

thing to do so that you try ta
rEmove as many surprises as
you possibly can.

Are there any fudges, past or pre-
sent, wio you reall .luf):'d’

I mentioned Annie Clark,
and there are several others, It's
hard 1o recall all of them. There
was one Judge in particular, C.
Seaver Smith, whose memory |
really respect. His breed was
Great Pyrenees, He did a lot for
my dogs. He was a very good
Remember 1 said that
when yvou are judging, vour eve
is just attracted by somcthing
that you like? There was a style
that he liked about my dogs.
I'm sure a lot of people thought
that it was poliical, but he just
liked my dogs, There were
times in the ring when [ wasn't
showing a dog that he could
pick out @ dog I bred who was
being shown by someone else,
At one such show this voung

Ch. Barbivon's Seul of Alpre Glo.

novice owner was showing her
MNachala son and Seaver gave
him BOS from the classes over
top-ranked specials. T was show-
ing a bitch in the classes and he
mave her Best of Breed. So [ ran
off o the Waorking Group.
because we were the last of the
Working breeds o be judged.
When I came back o do the pic-
tures, as we were standing there,
[ said o hum: Do vou know
that this dog is one [ bred?” He
said, “Yes, I Hgured that out,” 1
asked how he could have
knoiwn, and he said, *Because 1
have judged that head before.”
I said, “No, vou've never secen
this dog before.™ He said,
“That's not what I said, 1 didn’
sav 1 judged this dog before; 1
satd [ judged this head before.
The dog that I judged ..." and
he named the show where he
had judged this dog's father, and
he actually remembered who he
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put him up over - that isan
meredible memory noa judge.
That is verv impressive 1o me.
We went under him with dogs
thiat he didn't like and he didn't
put them up. bur whenever he
was judging Sams, 1 always
entered, | respected his opinion.
The more that vou heard him
talking 1o other people in other
brecds, too, vou knew he had
incredible memory.  He died a
few vears ago and 1 was very
sorry to hear about that, T have
always respected judges who are
consistent in their choices and
selections. They know what
they like and what they are
looking for,

Are there any kenunels, Jf!(!.ﬁf o
[resent, !}}.f.rf_'pu.l.' |'r"|’.'||lf_ll' :l'a‘aj}r_'.'.ﬁ’

Tsuilikagta’s kennels, 1
respected. [ respected Kondako
very much. W |'|1[e|_l|f1r - Wilna
Coulter did amazing things with
her kennel and her dogs aged



with such grace, Nat only
longevity, but the lasung stami-
na that those dogs had. 1
remember at a National watch-
ing one of her old dogs go
around m the Veteran class, [
think he was twelve vears of
age, and there wasn't a dry eye
in that entire complex. When
he went around the ring, it
wasn't this old, broken-down
dog. This dog was amazing.
That says something about the
people who have bred the dog,
who live with the dog - I mean,
she kepe that dog m great shape.
So those are some of the ken-
nels.

When vou asked about spe-
cral or top-winning dogs that |
really liked, Ch. Karalors Hot:
shot of Windsong, who was
owned by Karen McFarlane,
wisa dog I absolutely adored.
He had a son, Jack Frost, who 1
wWas :sh.-'-nlmcl}" enamorcd with.
Beautiful dogs! That is why we
bought something from that line,
because it produced that gor-
gzeous Samoved type. Wind-
song Samoyeds, Mary Kismer's
kennel, was the kennel behind
50 many top-winning Samoyeds.
As far as today’s kennels thére
are many breeders today I tuly
respect.

Let's talk a bit about care. What
ri'.'-_|.'-'>.r.r~,l"r’-'r.!'_1'n.'.': dng\nf

You are going to hear me
ase the word balanced an awful
lot, but 1t's true. It is how [ live
my life, it is:what 1 do with my
dogs. We have always fed real
I}' good quahty food, and | have
fed several foods over the vears.
Ten vears ago, | was feeding pri
marily kibble, dry food. 1 feed
raw now, but I don't de the
BARF diet. I do a very high
quality fresh frozen food in the
mornings. They also get plenty
of fresh \tul.ibita Onee a
month, I go and buy lots of veg-
ctables, and spend an afternoon
at the food chopper. The Cuisi-
nart gets a real workout on that
day! I just prepare a lovof fresh
*-uzcmblcs for them and then
freeze them. So they get the
fresh frozen mear, they get fresh
vegetables, they get a good vita-
min supplement, and 1 always
give vitamin O Then because |
am not a diettian or nuritionist
by training, I also give them a
very good quality Kibble in the
evenings. So they get ther fresh
meat 1 the mormings and then
in the evenings | give them kib-
ble, Or I may do day when
they are just getting the fresh
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Aiptne Glos Image Maker,

and then the next day they get
kibble. Ewverything they get is
holistic food - no artificial
preservatives. 1 ey to be as nat-
ural as possible with them,

What kind of meat are they wel-
s

Chicken and wrkey, beef,
lamb and venison. They may
get some ostrich meat from time
to time. They get green beel
trpe, I mix a little of that in with
whatever meat I'm [leeding
them. That 15 something that
vou have to experience, the
smell of beel tripe.  (laughter),
You really have o ltve youl
dogs 1o feed them beel tripe! It
smells like you are inside a
slaughterhouse; it 1s just terrible.
But it is so healthy for them, and
they love it. They absolutely

love it! They also ger fresh
fruits, T give them apples and
blucberries. 1 chop up apples
and give it to them instead of
bone treats. T give them fresh
fruit treats: You can really see it
in their coats; they arc just
healthy. T am grateful that we
can do it. Noveveryvone has the
time to do it. As my husband
says, "You are the LAST person
who has ame w do it, because I
do work some pretty exuraordi-
nary howrs and wavel quite a
bit. But I do it because 1t's
important to me. My dogs have
always been healthy, but [ think
I have far fewer vet bills now
than 1 have ever had. The cost
sort of evens out. 1 can't
remember the last time [ had a
hotspot.  They get vogurt also,
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“Rembrrandt” (O, .”.Fmre Glo's Ginbfer’s fiaze & Ch. Sanorka’s rue'u?ui' to Barbicon).

mixed i with their diet. So it's
a very balanced diet, and T also
make sure that they get a good
vitamin supplement as \\.'cli

_'J’.‘ }‘H’l’ ELS l'J:U.rerf.llJ‘Jf,’.'.ﬂ__'i_' (LI 8 [.flfJ

dou keep them in good shape?

1 open up the door and they
vin through this vard, We are
lucky enough to have a nice. big
area for them to run,. We go for
walks, I'll take four or five of
them out for walks around the
neighborhood.. We are in the
country, 50 we are walking on
country roads. They exercise
themselves far mare than 1 could
exercise them by running. 1
used 1o jog with the dogs, and 1
would like to do that again.
Again, w's finding the tme. 1
think: everybody out there
understands how precious tme

_
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is to every one of us,

Deserthe your kennel set-up fir
s,

They are indoor dogs,
they're housedogs. [ do have a
kennel set-up. We have a ken-
nel set-up off the family room,
When my husbaned and [are at
work, they are in the kennel
The girls are kenneled in pairs,
and our male 15 1n the middle of
the girls, kenneled by himself.,
Not for any reason; he could be
kenneled with the girls, its just
that he has his own space and
he can see everybody so he's
really happy. But when we are
at home they are aut of the ken-
nels. They are housedogs. 1
keep them in the kennels during
the day for a couple of reasons,
They can’t get into any rouble,
and also if there is ever -
because we are away from the
house lor a good cight o en
hours a day - a problem with
fire, our local fire department
knows exactly where the dogs
are. They know to forget about
the house and belongings, go
down first and get the dogs out
if there 15 evér-an incident,
Knock on wood, we have never
had any. You saw how the
door to the kennel area opens
out into the fenced-in area, and
all they need to do is get them
down into the big dog yard,
which 18 a pood-sized area for
them to run, cose the gate, and
no matter what would happen
tor the house, the dogs would be
safe. At night, they sleep in the
bedroom with us. They are true
coach potatoes.

Heozo much gromning. do you do,
aiid what are some of your faverite
roowngr freoduds ov tools?

I try w brush through each
dog once a week, even when
they are not being shown. It
also helps to rotate the coat, so
brushing and getting the dead
hairs out really does help to turn
that coat over, They are bathed
about once a month, whether
thev need it or not, I always
think thev need it. That's for
the dogs that aren’t being
shown. But when you are
showing a dog, and campaign-
ing a dog, they are bathed every
week that you are taking them
to-a show. They are combed
every single week., 1ty not to
put anything on the coat. [ use
a good gquality dog shampoo,
and [ use a leave-in condiuoner
when they need it. They gener-
ally don't. With the diet that
théy get, their coats are usually

The Sarmayed I{_}‘g'd.l'h'nl'l.

in very good shape.

The favonie tools 1 use are a
#1 All Svsiems Poodle comb,
which is a long comb with wide
eeth. It pulls our undercoat ber
ter than anvthing I have ever
had. I'm very happy with that
It's not the easicst on the hands,
but it is great for pulling out
undercoat, Every hair just
stands away from the dog after
vou use that. I have also come
o like the #1 All Sysiems pin
brush, and the Cris Cristensen’s
pin brush, It has very long pins,
and that really helps to get
undercoat out. It makes an
amazing difference on these
coats, Those two brushes and a
good comb. 1 have a couple of
lLittle combs for use arcund the
head and the shorter hair on the

ears and such. That's really it

Do yente frt sofisfers #

I don't tim whiskers at all,
I do trim feet, that js really the
only thing that [ tnm. I don’t
do anything else. 1 have never
gotten o sculpting the dogs, a
lot of scissoring on the coat,
Some people will say to take a
little off here and thin a hule off
there, but it 15 just not some-
thing that has mterested me.
This is a nawural breed, I show
them naturally:. 1 do trim feet
and hocks because you want a
neat, nice-looking foot. That is
really about it. It's a prety easy
breed in terms of maintaining
the couts.

fs there anything we haven't
talked aboul thal you weanted to men-
from ¥ :

WINNERS

BEST OF
OPPOSITE

Although [ love every one of
my dogs, a real favorite of mine
is Monte, Ch. Alpine Glo's
Gumbler's Image, our male: He
is my soul mate. He is very lov
ing. The males in this breed are
such mushes. When they are
looking to buy a puppy. so
many people ask if it is bewter w
get 4 male or & female? Who is
more loving? In some breeds
there are differences, but in
Sammies the bovs and girls are
all lovang:

Monte is very special 10 me
because we lost his mother
when he and his littermates
were four davs old, She died
instantly when a bleod clot
lodged in her heart. We had
never lost so much as a puppy
before that = let alone a bitch,

Ch. Alpine Glo'’s One dn A Million, “Emma.”
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Ch. Alpine Gio's Fipers Glory, “Glory,”
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So we botlefed his entire licer.
He will alwavs be specal
because of the bonding that
occurred during the boutle-feed-
ing.

Monte 15 a son of Ch. Sanor-
ka's Moenlight Gambler. He
finished his championship with
back-ta-back majors at sixteen
months of age, He is very
sound cuu‘ﬁn{g and going and
covers a lot of ground from the
side. He has consistently repro-
duced his soundness in his off-
spring, His puppies are light on
their feet and have beaudful tim-
ing and sidegait. Because we
have been selective in deciding
what bitches he should breed, at
only four years ol age he has
already produced several cham-
pions: Ch. Alpire Glo's One In

A Million, Ch. Alpine Glo's

Image Maker, Ch. Barbicon's
Sail of Alpine Glo (all litter-
mates), Ch. Crystal Star’s Hi
Ridn Rodeo Mian and Ch. Peb-
ble's Run Fabulous Fairmont
{who 15 nationally ranked-and a
consistent Group placer and
multiple specialey winner).
Thete are several more of his
kids who are now competing in
the show ring and are close to
finishing (Crystal Star's Gam-
bler's Legend, Crystal Star’s
Por-O-Gold, etc.).

Ch. Pebble’s Run Fabulous
Fairmont, who we call “Frisco.”
is owned by a very good friend,
Amy Kiell, and he is beautifully
handled by Andrew Green. He
15 a dog who loves to show. He
is only two and a half;.'cms ago,
but when [ watch him in the
ring he seems to love being
there.

Ch. Barbicon™s Sail of
Alpine Glo, “Sailer,” is owned
by Michael Fernandez in Vir-
ginia. Michael has never han-
dled before, and he is a true
example of really looking at the
people who are interested in
having vour dogs. and trusting
that they will keep their word.
Michael had no interest in show-
ing, but he said, “Tell me a livde
bit more about showing. Is it
mean to do to the dogs? Dao
you have to send them off with
other people?™ 1 said no, he
could do it himself. He learned
about what showing in the con-
formation ring entailed and the

cople in the Poromac Valley
samoyved Club helped him so
much, especially Celinda
Cheskawich. She taught him
what brushes and grooming
tools to use, what classes 1o take

The Scimayee (ygeerterly

the dog to, and what handling
classes he should go o, Other
PVSC members shared their
knowledge with him, Michael
fimished Sailor’s championship
on his-own, with some really
mice-wins. He:even won Win-
ners Dog at the PVSC specialty
last fall. When other Sammy
people take an interest in
novices coming into the breed it
creates an environment where
novices feel welcome.,  Sammy
people. I have found, tend to
help people out who are new 1o
the breed, 1 hope that contin-
ues. There are some breeds
where it 1sn't always thar way.

Any obher things you would lthe
fo mentton ¥

Well, vou asked me if | had
any lunny stories about showing
dogs, and I do recall an mcident
that occurred in the early to
mud-1980s at a Nadonal Special-
ty: some of the longtime breed-
ers mary recall this incident,

There was a wonderful
woman, Debbie Orr, who
showed her Sams m conforma-
tion and in obedience, She had
some lovely dogs. Debbie was
in the obedience ring. which was
adjacent to the conformation
ring, and she was working two
of her dogs in obedience Brace.
Debbie’s dogs quite frequently
won High ingl{n'a] awards.

Moast exhibitors were intem
on the conformation ring but
then some laughter started and
contnued o Increase in volume.
We all started 1o look in the
direction of this-very loud laugh-
wer which was coming from the
obedience ning. In fact, even the
conformation judge stopped her

Judging to see what was going

on, Here is what was occurring

Debbie and her brace of
Sams were performing an off-
lead heeling exercise, The d
were performing beautifully
until one of the dogs decided 1o
“mount” the other one. So Deb-
bie was walking along, one dog
was heeling, and the other dog
was walking on its back legs
while *humping” the dog who
continued to heel. T think you
get the picture!

The entire show stopped
and the auditorium burse mto
side-splitting laughter - includ-
ing Debbie, the obedience judze
AND the conformation judge.
It was 2 memorable moment
when everyone came together,
retaxed and realized that even in
the tense moments of competi-

o, we can all appreciate a sio-
ation and laugh ogether, Ivalso

roved to us that those two
Sammies were the ones in con
trol, and their antics stele the
show ... and our hearts,

What are the drawbacks and
benefits of betng i dogs?

All m all, there are more
réwards than drawbacks.
guess the biggest drawback is
the fact that dogs do not live as
long as people. Saying that last

‘bye to a “member” of our
amily is one of the most emo-
tional, gut-wrenching experi-
ences possible.

Another drawback is simply
the time involved in showing or
campaigning a dog. It can be a
tremendous time commitment
when you consider the driving
hack and forth to shows, the
time spent at shows and the tme
spent away from your family
funless they are equally
involved in the sport of dogs),
And speaking about fumiiy. I
have o say that without the
wonderful support of my dear
husband, Richard., who stays
home to take care of the dogs
who aren't coming to the shows
with me, I wouldn't be as free to
attend dog shows as regularly as
I do. It is so comforting to
know that the dogs at home are
being so well cared for by some-
one [ trust and who cares about
them as much as | do.

There are other drawbacks
that we all can point o (like
expenses, ec.) but none of the
drawbacks outweighs the sheer
joy ol sharing vour life with
these wonderful creatures who
own us more than we own
them. Their love for us 15 total-
ly unconditonal. 1 cannot image
ine my hife without my dogs or
Bachard,

Do you havwe a secvet desire or
Sitntersy ot any wwing that ey have
elnded you over the years, if you could
ot L ?

Oh; 1 think evervone would
love to win Best in Show.
Everyone would love to win a
National Specialty and a Best in
Show. There's a certain time
commitment that it requires.
though. Not so much the
National, but certainly cam-
paigning the dog o the point
where they are well-known
enaugh that they can get a Best
in Show, [don't delude myself,
[ just dan’t have that kind of
time, IF I truly wanted it, [
would have w0 send the dogs out
with semeone clse. and I just
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haven't been willing to let my
dogs go away from me. 1
respect people who can do that,
but 1'like being with my dogs at
the shows. Maybe when 1
retire?

There was one other h":fri'g Tire
wanted to talk about, Kachina and
fierr litterfrother #

Yes, her liuerbrother - we
talked about Kachina winning at
the National, and when 1 was
living in Massachusetts, [ had
the good fortune of living a few
towns away from Rachel Page
Elliott. As you know, Rachel
Page Elliote has written a cotiple
of Books called Dagsteprs and she
also produced a Dogsteps video.
She had been particularly inter-
esied in Ch, 'I‘F:iuliiaagu:'s Aput,
when she saw him move at a
dog show out West:  She knew
that Kachina was an Aput
daughter and wanted 1o see an
:\PLIL son. 5o we wok the two
ol them, and she filmed both of
them. The [unny thing was that
although she liked Kachina, she
totally bypassed her for her [it-
terbrother, Nachala, and liked
him so well that she actoally
used him in her video,

Another dog, when you
asked me about dogs of note or
dogs that I remember, was a
Kachina daughter by the name
of Ch. Alpine Glo’s Kachina
Cherokee, *Casey.” This wasa
grandfather/granddaughter
breeding of Kachina back to Ch
Kiska's Karaholme Cherokee.
He wis one of the dogs that 1
was so taken by - an English
import that Bob and Delly
Ward brought into the United
States. Casey did a lot of nice
winning for us, mcuding some
Group winning. She was truly
an emissary for our breed.
When she went to live with a
priest in Massachuseus she
would lic under the altar every
day as he sad Mass; and alse
sat in the confessional as he
heard confessions:  1'mesure she
could write a book about that.
{laughter)

Another dog of note was
Ch. Alpine Glo's Major Sensa-
tion. Sheand her sister, Ch.
Alpine Glo's Major Auraction,
won awards when shown as a
brace, including Group place-
ments,  Major Sensation,
*Maxie,” won the Group muld-
ple times. That stemmed all the
way back 1o Kaclina,

Thenk you very much,

Thank you. -
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