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This wnbervieny was conducted at
the home of Marion McNetl in
September 2008 by Lynne Robertson.

Are some of the olfer couniries
more dentent abowl dog polices?

Actually they're more strict
than the United States. You
have o have a visa sometimes,
yvou have to have a USDA
stamp and ymportation records.
You have to jump through a
couple of hoops to get into, say,
Bermuda, In Mexico you have
to see a veterinarian to get in
AND out. A lot of the other
countries are much tougher than
the United States.

What were some of vour best lit-
fers aned some of your better dogs?

I started out with a really
good female that came from Tsi-
ulikagia bloodlines, through Gail
Mathews, Donna Pagel-Yocom
was an old-time breeder and she
was so full of information. She
would write pages and pages: of
letters to answer my pages and
pages of queéstions. When |
wanted to breed my fivse cham-
pion, Mia, I sent her my ques-
tions and she sent me movies
and photos and so forth, [ start-
ed out very well-informed and
advised by somebody who real-
ly knew what was going on. She
and Gail Mathews were so help
ful to me about how to breed
my first litter., | had two cham-
phons fram that first litter,

L rwas fust thinking that the fitfes
m:ga"rf el mean a5 ek fo you as j::;i
getting to trawe il

No, 1 cnjn} the traveling,
but the competition is real and
international shows are an
adventure: If I'm going 1o show
my dog some more I'll go to
another country and go for
another title. A dog from my
first litter, “Kizzy,"
Int/Mex/CanfAm Ch, Sterling’s
English Piper Am/Can/Mex CD,
HIC, went all over the place
with me, She was a very pretty

irl. 1 got obedience titles with
er as well, in Mexico, Ganada

and the United States. That was
a long tme ago, [ think, 1985, 1
remember her being in the obe-
dience ring in Mexico, and at
that time they required that dogs
such as Malamutes, German
Shepherds, Doberman Pinschers
and Rowweilers had o have an
obedience ttle, because they

were big, macho, attack-type
dogs. They needed 1o have an
obedience tide before they could
be a champion. That was just
something the Mexican KC
wanted to have happen. Soin
the obedience ring on the long
sits there would be: Rottweiler,

Rotoweiler, Doberman, pufly lit-
tle white dog, Rotrweiler. It was
such a funny picture! They
were just sitting there and here’s
this puffy, cute litde sparkling
white dog in between all these
rough, tough atack dogs. in the
sunshine in Mexico. She went
everywhere with me. She was

one of my most-titled dogs,
Kizzy was the one [ bred
neéxt, and she produced a num-
ber of champions, I just went
from there. Her daughter was
“Gala,” S50. Am/PR Ch. Ster-
ling’s Renaissance, COA 92,
Gala was bred to Ch. Sanorka's
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Moonlight Gambler and pro-
duced “Glitter,” Am/Can Ch.
Sterling’s All That Glitters
CGC, who was also a very nice
girl. She was a big winner wo.
She got Group placements in
Canada, and she did very well
at the National Specialty:

Copper is a dog that was
given 0 me by a friend of mmne
who bred her female 10
“Gabby,” Sanorka's Moonhght
Gambler. Copper has produced
really outstanding offspring and
that’s what I mostly have m my
house right now. He is a biscui
dog who has six International
titles, and he's produced many
champions, some who are also
Int/Mex/Am/Can champions
that I have right now, That's
where | am now. 1 have his
daughters and their daughters, a
son and grandpups.

Comformationally, what does your
frnie ook lhe?

[ like a dog with good leg
length and a nice chest, long
neck, and I like them to be
attractive, nice dark eyes and
eye shape, good pigment. Well
furred: sometimes people like
the shorter cear, | like a longer
coat. | like a heavy coated,
glamorous vype of dog, and they
need a lot of leg to carry that
kind of coat. My most impor-
tant thing is their movement. A
Samoved should be able to
chase reindeer around all day
long. If judges ask me, “What is
a Samoyed supposed to do?” A
guy | knew who worked in the
UN said he saw Samoyeds
working in Lapland herding
reindeer in the 19505 OF course
today they use snow machines.
He said the reindeer were five
miles away and vou couldn't see
them. They would send out five
or six dogs 1o go-get them: He
said the Samoyeds were very
legery, they had deep chests, and
they could run zll day. The
herdsman would send them out
and the dogs would go way,
way out, casting back and forth
behind the reindeer for hours
and maove the lcincEccr back to
the people. That's what they
are supposed to be able to do. 1
keep that m mind; that the dogs
should be very effortless in their
movement and be able to go all
day — they have to be structural-



Iy sound.

Who are some of your other dog
Ifr{.rf_;.-m.r o Tk to balk abont ?

I would like to mention Ch.
Sterling’s Little Dickens,
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Chi Sterling's Dreamband Express, “Relev.”

“Angel.” She was third top
brood bitch for SCA in 1993,
She was Mia's granddaughter
through Kizzy, so my third gen-

eration. Again, that one female

was so important in the blood-
produced six champi-
ons, starting off three other
breeders with her daughters.
Because of Angel, three genera:

She

line.
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tons later T gor Copper.

Angel’s owners. my friends
Mary Ellen and Tom
Fydenkevez, had her at their
wedding. And, 25 years ago, we
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had many sledding cutings with
j]l1cf1Li!1 ;![l[i dfle"_H':. ]C]:[Lii'l_‘"
based at their home in Mas-
sachusetts: Tom took his dog w
Maine and successfully complet-
ed a 30-mile mid-distance race in
the 1980s. So, the champions
could also do their work.

My most important dogs,
and I've already talked about

I "duﬂ_r: e
Ch. Moonsone” R’ lF 4 K
spng s Kiss From A Rose,
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Nordie s Quicksifer Koduk CD, “Rode,”

them, are Glitter, Copper and
Kizzy, 1 do have a dog that [
bred and co-own who's doing
phenomenal winning, Her
name i1s-Ch. Sterling's Artistic
Blend. 1 sent her to Kansas as a
pup and now she’s a multi
Group and specialty winner,
She's had her first livter and her
daughter, Ch. Cuvée's Bndgite
Bordeaux, has multiple Breed
wins as a puppy, four Group
placements and just won Best
Futurity Puppy and Best of
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Opposite m Sweepstakes at ow
2008 SCA Specialty. She just
turned a vear old.

I don't breed a lot; but when
[ do | try o better the genera
tion before and breed for breed-
ing stock as well as show dogs.

That's probably due to your
genelic backgrotend.

It can be. [ look long-term.
Some people will breed to the
winning show dog in the ring,
ancd that's nice oo, but it has to
have all the other qualities

vou're looking for to add te
vour bloodline to improve yowr
next generason,

What provess do you go through
wihen considering a breeding? (-
rJ.lr'i.'_'!. e ‘|J.'r'r|!'.'1‘?’?'r=r'.|, and the .ﬂr.'.l‘_'" f"’":“:""’
buet twhat elie?

I will go to the Natonal Spe-
cialty and look at the young
dogs. especially the Smud Dog
class, Brood Bitch class, because
that's where the breeders are
showing their best dogs, Twen't
even know who the dogs are. If
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I see a dog I hke I'll look wup
who the parents are. Then
I'll go and see if there's any-
thing related  them in the
classes: see if there is a consis
tent type or something I'm
looking for, physically, Tl
talk to the person who either
owns the dog or bred the
puppics, then I'll talk to other
people and see what they
know. When vougotoa dif:
ferent bloodline you have to
geL a consensus from a num-
ber of peaple about what they
think about the dug‘i. That's
when you can get intw: trou-
ble with people making stuff
up. You have to find out the
truth about things, That’s
why | go directly w the per-
son and ask. Re: illy good,
longtime breeders ‘will be
honest with you. Even if [
have some problem that |
want to avoid, if they don't
have that problem that's fine
because I'm not going to dou-
ble up on something, You
just have to have the mforma-
tion. For example, the tails
aven't good, or the cars are
long, ete. If you don't have
that, vou can wm'k together
to se¢ what vou're gomng. to
come up with. The | impor-
tant thing is to be able w go
into a bloodline where the
person knows what they are
talking about and they'll tell
VOLL.

Hiz o vou choose o potenital
outeross?  Are you looking for the
aierall dog, are you maldhing cer-
tain: speetfic charaderisiie — one’s
.l'r!r.ﬁrhg, e -fhes o = how are i
I.l‘r}"e'r'.'r-'f in beyond the pedigree what
you e fovkang for ?

I look fm' a particular dog
that will match with my
female,

Drefine “match.” Da you
breed like frasts, or complementary
Preits?

I actually breed extremes.

That's rm“:'-': H"I'.I'J"-"

Rule of Lhumh i5 like to
like. 1don't do that, (laugh-
ter)] The female who has
puppies now 15 beautiful
structurally, she has a shoreer
coat, she’s everything [ want
physically bue I wane w pret-
ty her up a little more.
Because she’s tall and has a
lot of leg lengzh, her first litter
are very large dng.,:. beautiful
dogs, but they're big. So |

Left to right! Gala, Rughy,
Glitter, Ol
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Ch. Sterfing s Artistic Blend, BISS anel multi Group winner. Co-otners, Karen and Ken Allison,

said, “I'm going o breed her w
a smaller male.,” He's smaller
than she is; he's very, very prec
ty, he’s sound, too, 1 won't give
up the soundness. When [ say
“extremes,” what I mean is type.
The whole dog has 1o move
right, the body has to be good,
But T'll fool arﬂund with head
type, coat, eve shape, size, those
th}l];u Y P

ﬁ‘muﬁ:’ yor g fix thaie things

q'.rm%

¢s, But [ would never give
up structure. [ would never
breed, say, a dog that had a
good front to a dog with a bad

front. That's crazy. You'll lose
itso fast,

If your can lose that trait o fast
why cowleln t you fose these other traits
sty too?

You can, It's interesting,
yvou're making me think about
this. Basically the structure will
be maintained and the “frosting”
will be changed. Hopefully
you're always going to have the

, basic structure,

What are you hoping fo get by
drecding a tall dog to a sﬁw ter dog?
Wil you get mwﬂ"r medim, then a
e of the extreme?

I never know untl T get it

{laughter) Pecple think they'll
breed the dogs and get this and
that, But you don't know until
you do it. You don't know
what’s gomng to come through
the genes. [ always look at the
pm‘sun skeptically and say,
“That's a good plan. but you
rca]l} don't k.n()w what vou're
going to get.” Especially when
you have outerossed dogs that
aren’t related, you just don’t
know. You have to do it and
see what happens, and enjoy the
results. T don't depend too
much an predicting the future of
what I'm going to get; I want to
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see what I'll ger, and keep the
best.

Do you agree that linebreeding is
the best way of getting what you
want?

Yes, to be consistent. If you
have a line of dogs that you're
happy with, which I do, after a
few gencrations you have to go
out and get another bloodline to
bring in, Then you can go back
a :
But it's ond to some relation that
o have?

Usually to some relation,
some common bond. Or w a
linebred dog that's been consis-
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Am/Can/Mex: Ch, Sterling’s English Piper Am/Can/Mex CD, HIC,

tent for-a number of generations
that is not related at all. That's
what [ look for,

Have you done some steecessfid
auterassing where you De gome fo some
line of dogs that have thown coniiafen:
:;'rv bs;f have wo relattonship to your

g

gﬁch. The breedings I did to
Gabby were very successiul.
Copper’s breedings have mostly
been linebired to halfl sisters,
that's been very successful:
How_{%: daughters Ia!re oduc-
in; £ winmn who is In
Ki\sas, Ch. Sﬁ]ﬁ;'s Artistic
Blend, is his granddaughter and
she's from an outcross, so that's

been working really well, T kept
the other two sisters from thar
breeding myself.

The Samoyed breed doesn't
have that many original dogs.
maybe a dozen Blmt Were
imported, Ovwer the years
through selective breeding we
have a lot of different types.
That's a big problem we hitve in
the F‘Jnrc;;d.

iy aall look differént,

And ever bg is absolutely
certain that t{hey ve the right
type. (laughter) But they canall
waork and they all show, thev're
all pood dogs, There are certain
differences in people’s interpreta-

tions of the standard.

How many generations back s
relevant to the brecding you e contem-
Platmg domg?

nee vou wet back like four
generations that influence is
retty dispersed, unless you
ve somebody that is very pre-
potent, bur usually that fades
over tme.  The most important
are the first three generations.
There is an old saving that the
puppics will look more like the
andparents than the parents;
and I do find that's true;

A lat of breeders say that they
adways liok at the grandparents when
theyre vonsedering a bresding,
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Yes: You'll get more of their
influence.

I theak that's trae of Fumans, loo,
with my men personad experience of
knowing peaple who resemble their
grandparents. I don’t know why
genes wooried shipr o generation.

Maybe the parents” DINA s
split in half and il there are com-
mon ancestors behind the grand-
parents more of that will come
through as opposed to the two
parens, It's really hard to know
what those genes have done.
That’s why when people are so
sure they will get specific traits
from a breeding I think, *Ne,
you don’t know what you're
going to get,”

me freaple do think they kne.
Then other people say ity all a big
craphoot, 35 all luek.  JeY interest-
ing. Yo must have sonte eniteria thal
o pevsonally by into to be able to
mave forward with any kind of breed-
ing.
¢ Yes. But it doesn't bother
me o breed w a dog that has a
completely different look to him
than what [ have,

What kind of look o you prefer
in & Samoyed? / e

1like a dog that réally has'a
lot of type. The Samoyed is'so
beaudful, their faces. expression
and pigment. 1 like & very ele
gant-looking dog. But they real-
ly should be able to move; | like
a lot of leg length, so I like a tall
dog that’s very beautiful. ‘Some-
times you can't get that because
of the leg length, the heads will
be longer.

You nean fike the mule and the
shull?

Yes. All the bones will be
‘growing and it's hard to get the
very prewty head if it's a long-
legged dog. Because of the
structure — if you want the long
legs. vou %{ct the long head.
Someone told me that years ago:
I keep wrying. (laughter) %‘iu
within moderation I have been
successful,

Do you get w log body with the
lomg fegs?

No. not really. You can
have a sharter body length that
doesn’t cause interference with
the movement if vou have good
angulation on the dog. 1 like
that look. The most important
thing to me is the bcau:ii[::? long
neck. so that will shorten the
back a litdle bit, with a nice long
leg, with moderate angles, not
extreme, not like a German
Shepherd.

like them to carry a nice
dense, glamorous coat.




Qf the things you've mentioned
what are the casiest tp get and lo keep
in one generafion?

When I first started breed-
ing | put the most emphasis on
the frant, because I was told that
was the hardest to get and keep.
At first I might not have gotten
the best fronts in the world but 1
had great rears. (laughuer) For
some reason the rears were rock
solid. ‘But I was concenrating
completely on the front. Cop-
per has pulled the genes Lugetﬁ
er o consistently produce
fronts. I am fortunate to have
him. He can fix a frone, in most
cases.  He's consistent in
improving fronts on his puppies.
He's a great dog o have.

{1 he your most influential stud

o

Yes,

Whe or what elbie has fyflnenced
vour breeding decistons the niost?

Donna Pagel-Yocom taught
me a lot carly on, I learned a lot
by just paying atention to the
dogs that 1 saw and not listenin:
to gossip that other people like
1o put forth. Many tmes people
waould say, “I wouldn't breed 1o
that dog ..." T would go right
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ahead and do it. (laughter)
They'd say, “Oh, that came out
well." As T've said, before [ did
any breeding I watched movies
of some of the greatest dogs in
the history of the Samoyed that
Domna sent me, | smdied them
... I had slow motion ... I
entrenched myself very carly on
before | began to breed. Whar I
could see, how the dogs moved,
how they were related. T stud-
ied it. Now I don't do that any-
more, it's just in my head.
Donna taught me and answered
all my questions. 1 visited her
and saw her dogs when she was
older and [ was totally
impressed. She was an incredi-
ble woman: very smart. beauti-
ful dogs.

Is the gene pool diversified
enouzh i this breed?

Yes, [ think so. There really
isn't so much concentralion on a
particular-animal. One stud dog
will come into fashion for a few
vears, but there are enough peo-
ple who breed independenmily of
that so evervbody doesn’t get
locked up o the same blood:
lines. There have been very
nice bloodlines developed all

J

Ch. Windwoard's Vintage Stevling, "Rughy," showing tn Bermuda,

aver the country that are consis-
tent and have nice dogs. maybe
of different types. but it's a pret-
ty healthy group of dogs as a
breed.

Do you know howe many litters
Yo ve bred ouer the years?

Probably ten or twelve lit-
ters wial. Right now I'm breed-
ing about one litter a year. [
have a lot of females but [ don't
breed them to just breed them.
I breed them if I find a combina-
tion, or'a dog, or something I'm
looking for.

Owerall do yon breed them jusi
Sor you to shoro and fingsh?

Yes, pretty much. I'll do a
breeding for me to pick what 1
want and the rest will go as pes,
mostly,

D you fave any aipiration to
fudze?
I would love 1o be'a judge. 1
judged the Sweepstakes at the
1987 National Specialey. It was
a lot of work: it's a lot of dogs.
It was really neat to go through
the classes and pick our the best
ones that | liked, I wasn't influ-
enced by any people — I never
am. | just look at the dogs. At
the very end my placements

" ol
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from the classes were like cookic
cutters,

Has the freed evidered well over
Hhe years smee you've heen inpoloed?

I started 30 years ago and in
those days there were dogs that
were large and clumsy. There
were hip problems. They
weren't as typey as i lot of the
dogs are now. We have
improved on structure and the
movement in Samoyeds is very
nice, a lot nicer than when [ firse
started. I think the Samoyeds
are in a good place, I do. We
don't have any horrible disasters
in the breed, There are things
that people have to work on.
When I go to the National Spe-
cialty [ see so many beautilul
dogs that are just striking, from
puppies on up.

The state, of the breed is very

Yes. We have some very
outstanding dogs being spe-
cialed, too, that are really nice
representatives.

Do you waent to name o fore?

I probably shouldn't ... they
know who they are.

How about outstanding dogs

frim the past?
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Amed Can Ch. -?ff.'f'."ing t Al That Glitters.,
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There was a dog from long
ago that I had videotapes of who
came from England, his name
was Eng/Am/Can Ch. Delmonte
This Is It. I never saw him in
person but he is in my blood-
line. He was a big dog, heavy
coated, very English type. He
was the most magnificent-look-
ing Samoyed I have ever seen in
my whole life! In recent vears
I've shown people whom 1 have
developed relationships with
who have gotten a puppy from
me and gone on to be breeders
themselves, I ask them if they
want o look at the tapes of the
old dogs and when they do
they'll sav, “Where is THAT
dog? 1 say, “He's gone,” We
never see any dogs that look like
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Copprer and Ay dazeghier, Delilah.

him anymore, they don’t exist.

What war his bloodline?

He came from England. 1
would have to look it up. He
was bred 16 Donna Pagel-
Yocom's Tsiulikagra hne, He's
insome other bloodlines oo,
He's way back. Englsh lines
behind him were Fairvilla and
Sworddale.

D You want fo talk about Hhe
wrongful death fudgment you were
awarded for fwo valuable breeding
dogs? 1 understand o wwas the biggest
awward ever grwen al that fime.

That's still very sad. Twa
ol my dogs got loose from the
yard, one was a puppy and one
was two years old, | was look-
ing all over for them, 1 had fly-
ers put up, called every agency.

They wandered onto a farm. 1
actually went to the door of the
people who had killed the dogs
and I handed them the flyer. 1
said, "Have you seen these
dogs? They said, “WNo." I said,
“They've been spotted in this
area and if you see them. call
me.” This was about two days
after they were missing. [ just
kept looking for them, I
wouldn't stop. [ was going to
find them one way oranother. [
didn't care if | got arrested for
walking on people's property
and yelling their names. 1 left
stuff out for them .., food,
socks; anything .. I just kept
looking. 1 think it was the third
day that somebody who lived
on that street called me and said,
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*Your dogs were shot on the
Wilmerdg's farm.” 1 was just
there the day before. I went up
to thewr door and knocked and
said, “I heard my dogs were
shot, are they okay?" 1 didn’t
think they were dead. I had no
idea anvone would do such a
thing. They denied it 1 called
the police. They came and 1
was hysterical. The paolice 1cld
me to stay at a distance and they
talked to the people and came
back to me and said, “Yes, they
shot your dogs and they're
dead,” 1 said, “Where are they?
What happened?” 1 went into a
trade of *I want my dogs’ bod-
ies.” 1 had to see them and
make sure they were dead,
How did I know they didn't tie



them to a tee, or something. 1
was just nuts, crazed, | got the
SPCA involved because they
wouldn't let me have the dogs’
bodies, One thing led to anath-
er. Because these people were
so incredibly cruel to me, [ said,
“I'm going to get my dogs. 1
don't care what I have to do,
I'm going to get them.” T wried
to trick the police into telling me
the location on the farm where
the badies were. [ was going to
go over the fence.

The police knew where they
were?

Yes. They are the police
and knew what I was going
after. They said, “No.” Months
and months went by and I want-
ed these people in jail. The New
Jersey SPCA came to help me
but they couldn't ft anywhere.
Finally T went to the courts and
judges and asked for the legal
means to get the bodies ofl that
farm; I went to the health
department .. 1 was relentless.
I just wanted them. Probably
about three months later a judge
had someone call me and sad,
*You have 45 minutes to get
those dogs off their property.”
A really nice police officer came
with me and he scooped them
up, because by now there wasn't
much left of them, It was terri-
ble. But I gor them and had
them cremated. The people
who shot my dogs trashed me in
the newspaper about how
vicious Samoyeds arc; how they
are wild and had killed and
caten their sheep. They just
don't do that. Anyway, I ook
them to court, It took two
vears. [ ook them to court
because I really wanted them o
go Lo jail,

1e police officer told me
exactly what happened. The
woman told the farm manager
to shoot them. They were sit-
ting under a tree-and he shot
them repeatedly untl they were
both dead. 1 continued to go
back to the police to ask ér
reports, ete. — I was very profes-
sional about it - [ was relentless.
The police told me that they had
shot a lot of degs before they
shot mine. [ said, “They shot
the wrong person’s dogs!™ He
said, *Apparently.”

Anvway, in two s 1 got
an ::ttu!;ncy mm'alvud.yegflc Sﬂg:d'
“What do you wamt? Do you
want them to have a crimanal
charge and go to jail, or go to
court for a civil charge and
meney?” I said [ wanted them
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to go to jail, [ wanted the crimi-
nal charge. They did the wrong
thing. 50 we did. We went to
many courts, appeal courts, e,
Finally their insarance company
came to an agreement and said
we could have $2.500 for each
dog. They said, “What are vou
askimg?® I said, 525,000 for
cach dog.” I wanted to make it
expensive. 1 didn't care about
the money, I wanted them to
feel it. The insurance compan
said, “We'll give you $27,500.
I said, “*No," I wanted them o
go to jail. DI'wanted them to
have a prison sentence. My
attorney said, “You know what,
Marion, pedple whose children
are killed don't get this kind of
award, They're punishing
them, their social startus is
destreyed. They're convicted of
a crime. The judge is giving
you every single thing. The
only thing they want is for you
not to charge them in a civil suit
later on.™ 1 said, “What's that?”
She said, “You could really take
them to the bank on a civil suit.
It would take four or five years,
though.” Well, I couldn’t go
through that. It was killing me
to bring it up all the time and to
go and fight them. It's torwre o
go to court and have to relive it
and fight it again, get all the
derails again, think abourt it
again. So I said, “That will be
fine; I'll take the sertlement.”
That was the end of it,

The farm owner came out of
court and said, °I guess you got
what you wantcdg.y I-zaid,gel
didn’t get anything. You killed
my dugrs'l.mvi can’t get them
back.” i5 is how mean these
people were.  Anyway, it was
not a victory. I was defending
my dogs as not being bloodeur-
dling killers that had to be
destroved on their farm. 1 had
to prove that these people were
wrong in what they did. My
dogs are beautiful and didn't do
anything wrong. 1 had to fight
for the dogs.

Years %;n:r, when [ returned
to New Jersey and I saw the
police officer who helped me, he
told me, “Those people have
never shot another dog. You
did so well for the people in that
area. When people lose dogs
they use your technique of
putting up flyers. etc. 50 you
did a lot for the dogs.” 1 just
wish somebody had stopped
them before [ had o do it.

Hon long ago was that?:

About 1986, To this day 1

still don't know who called me
and told me who shot them,

It must have been a neighbor of
hetrs.

Yes.

You st have wondered about
that a few fimes.

cs. If they had never
called I would have never found
them. It became a political thing
because the people in that family
were very, very wealthy, They
were big land owners and big
shots,

So they had the money to pay
layers,

Right. I was just one Little
l:c:rmn. Most people would

ave just gone away and let it
drop because of who they were.
But [ didn’t care who they were,
they couldn’t do this to my
dogs. [ told my attorney, “1
want them to understand how I
feel.” She said, “They never
will. They don't care. They're
not going to be-sorry.” I wanted
them to apologize. If they'd
said, “We're so sorry ... they
were dirty ... we didn’t know
they were Samoyeds ... we
didn't know they were pets ..."
If they'd said anything that
made sense and had any kind of
remorse, I would have just want-
ed their bodies and gone home
and cried for years. But they
didn't.

So because those dogs were
like my kids I was going to do
right by them and that was i, 1
have o tell a story about Kizzy,
She was a licde puffy white,

lamorous; pretty as all get out,
guch a lad}'.PpctE;, Just a%tombie
Samoyed, The newspaper -
influenced by these wealthy peo-
ple — kept putting in editorials
about how vicious Samoyeds
were and how unreliable and
related 1o wolves, ete.  Every
week there was another editor-
al. My attorney said, “Don’t
answer them.”™ 1 said, TIt’s
killing me every week that
they're putting these in to
destroy my personal dogs and
the breed!” This went on for
moinths, Other people would
respond back for me. And I
didn’t even know them. 5o
there was a battle in the paper
between them under false names
and other people who were
backing me up, who I didn't
even know, The whole town
was involved with it. My ator-
ney said to stay out of it, don't
give them any credence, don’t
give them any ammunition,
don’t answer their ridiculous
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charges. Stay out of it. Well, 1
couldn’t stand it anymaore and 1
went to the ncwspaglcr with my
dog. I knocked on the door ask-
ing to talk with the editor. 1
walked in the office with Kizzy
- nobody was keeping me out of
there — and they were looking at
me with the dog and thinking, “I
think we know who this 1s!”
{laughter) Iwalked up and said,

§ is the kind of dog you're
writing about and [ want it to
stop!™ He said, °1 can't control
what pcolplc write in their let-
ters.” said, *THIS is a
Samoyed and she doesn’t even
want to be in here because of
you.” The editorials slowed
down after that, People in the
office said, "What a beautiful
dog!”

At probably apened their cyes to
what the breed really is and what they
TETE fﬁuﬂ'ﬂg in the editorials, They

e

Hhadd the powver fo slop it
Yes. I didn't have the power
to stop it by mysell, but I

stopped it by showing up in the
ice with my dog.

That says a lot about you, You
had enangh gumption and stick-to-
tiveness {0 go through with that.
Must peaple would have just been
mad and harbor f, shrink away and
wal frersie i,

It was very difficult. T was
not ranting and raving and cry-
m{g my eyes out. I went to a Jot
of different lawyers and talked
o judges, knocked on doors,
and said, *What do 1 have to
do? Can you help me?”

You just went do the cowrthouse
and Rnocked on doors?

Yes. I walked around there.
and talked to the attorneys,

Some people said, *We don’t

have anything to do with this,
Why don't you go talk to so-
and-s0." I worked and worked
at it. I was very proféssional, 1
was polite. I'd say, *I just don't
know how to proceed here.” and
they'd send me to another office,
One attorney wha did pro bono
said, “I'll ask the judge; you stay
in the hallway,” That's how 1
got the order o get the dogs’
bodies. He wrote it. He just did
it for no cost. He probably
thought, *That poor girl, she’s
always over here. She's always
m]l-:in]% to somebady.”  (laugh-
ter] Lverybody felt bad abou
the dogs getting shot.

T?:Eg';gu mﬂ’g but inferesting story.

5l to this day I can't look
at their pictures. It just brings:
up bad memories. Also every-
thing that surrounded ir, like the
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towm; the legal sys-
tem. I mean, I never
even had a parking
ticket until then! 1
didn’t know how to
do any of this swuff.
I got help from
everybody and I
learned about the
system and learned
that it was really far.
When we went to
court, 1 told my
story and they told
theirs and the wuth
came out, [ Said.
*You know, no mat-
ter what, the judge
knows what is going
on,” and he was fair.
I also knew that after
this no matter what
happens in my life 1
can take anvthing,
After that, [ also
wanted to get out of
dogs. ['couldn't take
this kind of thing
again and [ just said
that was 1. A friend
of mine, Mary Ellen,
had repeated the
breeding of one of
the dogs that was
killed. T said I.didn’t
want anything o do
with it. She under-
stoad. But she did
send me a videotape
of the puppies and
asked me to pick one
out for her. (laugh-
ter)
She s neaky!
Of course | saw
a special litde boy in
the liter. [ said, "Oh
my, that dog ...” She
sad, “He's yours.” |
said, “I don't think I
want him.” She said,
“He's your dog, you
have to come and
get him” His tiame
was “Rugby,” Ch.
Windward's Vintage
Sterling. And that's
what  happened.
Peaple told me that |
loved my dogs so
much I couldn’t give
up and T had to keep
atit. Soldid
. That's the good
Sterling’s Best Kept Secret. thing about being in a
dog breed, there are a
politics in the town, the police. |  dogs: SPCA came to my aid  bad and very good experience. Lot of nice people.
was so lucky to find one really ;mj helped me. 1 would be so It really changed my life. There really are. So that

good cop who would help me.  close to having to quit and then Hinw did it change your life? started me up all over again,
And that one neighbor who someone would come forward I really learned about poli- Did the people ever sy court
called me o say who shot the and help: It was bopth a very tes; the police department, the why they shot them?
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No. They made stuff up.
They thought they had rabies,
they just kept inventing one
thing after another; they looked
ridiculous,

From being at the bottom of
the pit and totally done after
this, I now have ten dogs and a

litter of ics,

TMP;EE:M) alin have a lot of
furiny stories abowt your dogs. Do
:’mw}mgr you rrmcu)zbﬁr?dpga "

I traveled a lot with Copper,
and we went to the Bahamas
and it was hot. We had t0 wait
for the room, and I had shorts
on under my pants so [ could
change and roll my warm
clothes up. 1 was standing
around in the lobby of this very
fancy hotel with my dog. There
were several choir groups there
who were to compete In some
kind of contest. They clamored
over to my dog and wanted to
take their picture with him. So
that dog 15 in photo albums
from like Mississippi to the
Bahamas. We were waiting for
quite awhile and I said, “Let’s go
to the beach.” Copper and |
went to the beach and sat under
a cabana. | went to the bar-
tender and asked for a drink
with some kind of an umbrella
thing in it. I didn’t ¢are what
kind it was as long as it had an
umbrella, and a water for my
dog. So there we were, Copper
and I with our drinks, siting on
the beach. (laughter]

Did Capper get an umbrella in
Ais drink, foo? (laughter)

No, he didn't get an umbrel-
la. I thought it was really eool
... this 15 how [ vacation with my
dog! (laughter)

What are some of the funny
things your dogs have done avouned the
house? I've heard Sammy people lell
stories abowt how smart and funny
they are. Do your dogs do that?

Because of what happened 1
am very overprotective of my
dogs. 1 don't give them a lot of
laose, free tme. I'm afraid to
have anything happen. But one
time there was a payroll enve-
lope on the table with some
twenty dollar bills in it, along
with a stack of mail. Rumplieaz
er grabbed the mail, and I came
into the kitchen and 1 saw two
dogs with twenties playing tug-
of-war! I sereamed, “Oh, no
vou don't!” (laughter) She ran
into her crate with the envelope
and was sitting on this money.
It was funny. Someone said 1
should have taken a picture of it.
But Fwas trying to get the twen-
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ty dollar bills, because they
would run off with them. It was
like the dogs were saying, “I ot
this onc!”gs.ﬂnd | L]\:'ougld SE;,
“No, no, no, you can't have this
one,” (laughter)

Then there Rughy. He was
spoiled rotten. but he behaved
very well, We were at a dog
show and he was being
groomed, He was fussin
around, being an idiot, and
was (rying o brush him. Three
or four kids came around who
were developmentally chal-
lenged and I thought he would
be too rambunctious for them.
As soon as they approached him
he sat down and was absolutely
still. He let them touch him, pat
him, hug him, kiss him. glr:
calmed right dewn., He knew
that he had to behave for these
kids: T couldn’t believe it
because he had been behaving
like such an idiot right before
they came.

* Dogs must ek on nonverbal
wes, more body language eves than
we g,

I've also done dogsledding
with my dogs. That’s really fun.
I haven't done it lately because 1
don’t have a lead dog now, but 1
used te hook them up in the
driveway when it was snowing
and up-and down the road.
It’s just a hobby, I don’t do any
racing. I'd like them to race, but
I'm not doing it. (laughter] But
they have the ability and I have
asled. I keep saying every year
I'm going to train a leader and
start up again. It's a lot of fun o
see the dogs do it

And it rust be_fun lo be on the

It's a lot of work being on
the sled, You have to make sure
that they don't drag you down.
They don't listen ... they just
run. (laughter) Well, if you
have a lead dog they'll listen,
they'll stop anj go. I've also
done obedience.

One of my dogs has a
Schutzhund title, probably the
only Samoved who does - an
AD, which 15 an endurance title.
I think you had w ride a bike
twelve miles and then do some
obedience exercise at the end. |
said, “I can do that.” I knew my
dag could do twelve miles, |
didn’t know if [ could ride the
bike for twelve miles. (laugh:
ter). The dog was doing sled-
ding with Tom in Massacﬁuscm
and he came back from sleddin
in great condition, He was har
as a rock, so I knew he could do

the twelve miles. [ said, *We
can do twelve miles in 45 min-
utes; I'll just hook: the dog up
and he'll drag me around and
we'll be done.” It was in half-
mile sections and we had to go
back and forth. The judges
were from Germany and didn't
speak English, There was a
erman Shepherd, a Doberman,
a Terv, some other breeds of
dog, big dogs, and then my
Samoyed. I put the harness on
him, grabbed ahold of the front
of my bike, and he took off at a
full gallap, The judge was
yelling, “Nein, nein, nein, nein,
nem!” (langhter). I was like
“What; what, what!?" The
other dogs were trowing along
and I was at a full oyt run. *No,
no, yvou all have to go together.”
I said, *I can't do that. How do
I slow my dog down? He's
used to running on a sled team.”
He said, “No, you have 1o go
ogether, you have to go togeth-
er.” I had to put him on a
choke collar and vank him; I
thought I would fall off the bike.
I was -:hnking; the dog, I
couldn’t do it. What I did was 1
kept him on the choke collar
and let hum pull me to the end
of the half-mile section and 1
would wait for evervhody.
They could see I couldn’t hold
the dog back, We did the
twelve mules and they were all
huffing and pufling because the;
were peddhing. T wasn't ped-
dling, I was coasting and just let-
ting the dog pull me ... by the
neck so he would slow down.
Then at the end we did the obe-

dience exercise. The judges

were like, “Nice dog, very
strong.” People were huffing
and puffing and said, *You're
not even tired.” [ said, “Ne, |
didn’t have to peddle.” The
said, “That’s not fair you didn't
have to peddle.” They were
velling av me. I'said, “Not only
didn’t I have to peddle, I had
the brakes on most of the time.”
{laughter} I still see some of
these people to this day and
they say, “I remémber you with
that Samoyed.” It was really
funny. I think the endurance
test would be a good thing 10
add to our Versatility test.

Hour many dogy have you {m an
obedience title on, or other fitles

Only two. I puta GD on
my first d?lg',‘ but he never went
past that. Then Kizzy, my intex-
national traveler, got a CD n
Canada, the United States and
Mexico, She was trained to
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Graduate Novice, but [ just
never went on. I went to an
obedience class with Rughy and
he was very good, very obedr
ent, and he stood very well. He
wis one of the best dogs in the
class. It was an obedience club
training class - I'll probably get
into trouble saying this - the
instructor said, “If you want him
to do really well I'd pur a prong
collar on him.” 1 said that
wasn't going to happen. I got
really angry at that, becanse my
dog was better than all the other
dogs, and I thought, “You want
me to hurt him?" I got turned
off by the mtensity thev were
asking for,

as that awhile back? They
demi ¥ aeve Hhal much arymore,

It was way before the food
incentive method. At that time |
guess it was a new technique;
using prong collars, because |
went to other classes and they
put them on puppies. It was
ridiculous. I got wirned off.

Hawe h)‘m‘ done any other prerfor-
mance with your dogs?

No, not really. I've never
done agilivy because I don't
want to weach them to walk on
wop of things and crawl under
things. It's a protective mecha-
nism; | don't want them to be
any smarter than they already
are, knowing they could jump
up on something and get out.
They'll run along the fence and
Jump up but they don't know
they can zo over it. which they
could, I'm sure they would love
agility, but I don’t want them to
learn.

Hovg tall s your fonce here?

It's-about five feet.

They probably could get over
thal.

Yes, if they learn to jump
over I:hinfs. they could.

You have ten dogs here now.
What's your kennel setup [the?

My dogs are all in the
kitchen, they stay in crates.
They go out in the big open
vard and run around, then ;
come in and get fed and go into
their crates at night.

What do you feed? How fnpar-
feit 15 thedr suiritton?

I feed Purina, or Iams. |
add a little canned food to it at
every meal, I don't supplement
with anything. Their nutriton
is taken care of with the dry dog
food. I don't use raw food, not
that's it's bad, but I'm happy
with the rescarch that Purina
and lams do on their food and [
feel it's very good,



How mueh showing are you
doing now, and how much tme does it
take for you to get the dogs ready to
shore s far as grooming?

1 go in spurts. Now with the
gas being so expensive [ don't
drive as far for a small show. 1
don’t want 1o spend 3200 in gas
and maybe not get one point.
{langhter) T have to plan where
I want w go.

Lo sare that s true for éveryane.

Yes, the shows are shrink-
ing. I would probably zo about
two weckends a month, My
dogs basically live in the house
but they go outside and diﬁ
holes to get underground an
they get really dirty. They're
dogs. I take them to the kennel
where 1 have a grooming rdom
and I get them ready. [ pre-
groom and get all the dirt off of
them first, brush them, then
wash and dry them. It takes
maybe two hours to get a dog
ready. Unless thev're blowing
coat, then it's like a two-day pro-
CEss.

Do you do-much clippmg or trim-
wming?

No. One of the reasons |
like a Samoyed is that's it's 4
natural breed, you don't have to
cut things off of them, T just
neaten them up, the hocks and
the feet. 1 see a lot of dogs in
the show world that look like
they've been to the hairdresser.
I don't think a Samoyed should
have that done to them.

- Do you see that gethig resvard-

Yes. And if those dogs are
winning, people feel like they
should do 1t too. [ don't do that,
though. My dogs have fringes
and different leneths of hair,
they have a marne, E\n"n: notall
like one plush dog, azbc they
grow that way, maybe they
don't. Thev're a natural dog
and I like to show them that
way.
Bewguse you don'tdo all the enl-
fing, sculpting, elc., does it make any

fference m you wimntng?

I don't think so. That’s not
the ultmate criteria to wm. If
the judge knows the breed, if
they hike your type of dog, if
vour dog behaves well, moves
well, looks well-groomed and in
good condition, that's every-
t_hmi It's annoying to people m
the breed to see a dog over
trimmed, but I don't think it
makes a huge difference to the
Judges.

But if you see that retvarded in
the J'f.l‘!g
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Well, it's rewarded but it's
not looked down upon. 1 just
don't like 1o see it

Whai else would you like to talk
abont that we Raven't?

I'do think we could make
progress if the Samoyed ¢lub
would set up a genetic registry
for Samoyeds. Which would be
~ if you have a problem, submit
the pedigree with an accurate
diagnosis. The database would
be eoded so that nobody would
ever know whose dog it was.
Everybody is afraid that people
‘are going to find out that it was
their dog. That's so self-defear-
ing. But that’s what happens.
S0 1 would love to suggest that
we find an independent person
from some other breed, or a
rescarcher, who would be will-
ing to keep the database and
code the pedigrees in so if you
had problems you could figure
om how they are inherited. "You
could do that if vou had encugh
information.

Huno eould you then access the
informedtion and correct the problems i
you demt know who any of the dogs
are, where they ‘re coming from?

What it would tell you is the
mode of inheritance, so il vou
have the problem you would
know how to avoid it. You
would know if vou have a carmi-
er, that kind of thing. Right
now we have problems that
nobody has any idea how they
are inherited. If somebody sub-
mitted the information to a
coded database — which nobody
would know that you had Fluffy
the 3rd, it would be number 62
Nobody weuld know who num-
ber 62 is, bue if Fluffy the 3rd,
number 62, came up in four dif-
ferent bloodlines you know this
dog was involved. Then you'd
see how it is related to anyone
else = Fluffy's grandchild, num-
ber 674 - when you get all
the number together in code and
vou do a genetic pedigree, vou
can figure out the problem, I
wish people would be able o do
something like that. That way
there isn'’t any retributon, and
people don't think it's a big
witch hunt. Because it's not a
witch hunt, it's trying to help get
rid of a problem.

You wondd think some research
campantes would do 1.

Yes. But I think people are
wuorried that their name will get
out. It would Have to be dane
anonymously by the researcher,
They have to do it that way
anyway when they're coding

genetic problems in any kind of
database: They give them a
number,

Feople don't knoe that.

No. Coming from my back-
ground I know you could do
that very easily.

That's why you're a valwable
redorerce fo tafk fo, hecasise there's not
that wany who understand i, it's ol
€ CONHNOR. DOCALToN,

And there’s different types
of genetics, too. [ dealt with
hundreds and hundreds of dogs.
Some people deal with a disease
entity. [ learned a population
approach to breeding,

There @5 something we 've not
talked about yet wwhich & the biseut
colir that's made you sart of famans.

Copper is the biscuit dog
that I have, who has won ddes
from all over the world, I'm
often asked by the judges’ edu-
cation at the Nationals to bring
Copper. 5o he gets to go to
almost all of them. He's ‘such a
great dn%: he gets up on the
stage and looks a everyone like,
“I see you locking at me ... and
I'm looking at vou.” Because of
that, people out West who don't
know me, know Copper. They
‘don't know who 1 am but they
know my dog. (laughter)
Someone told me that they were
talking about him at Crufts. He
has been really interesting to
show as a hscuit dog. That
color has been diseriminated
against all over the place,

It it akay naw? Arven't people
enfightened?

Well, they have been
because I kept showing all these
biscuit dogs. | have Coi)per and
he's structurally unbelievable,
moves great, shows great, and is
just an ideal dog. He loves
everybody. I can put him with

-anyone and he shows like a mil-

lion bucks, it doesn't matter.
That's unusual for a male
Samoyed. Anyway, people
would breed o him and 1 would
keep the biscuit one of the liwer
— and it's a recessive trail o
there’s more white dogs than
biscuit dogs, ere. He's only been
bred to white dogs and often
will get a biseult pu m the hi-
ter. g%"hm prov-elz Rlpa}'t’ the dam
carries biscuit. I keep those and
show them to their champi-
onship, and after awhile people
say, “Here she comes again with
another one of those biscuit
dogs.” (laughter) So the judges
have learned that it's okay.
Sometimes they'll say, “This is a
biscuit Samoyed.” Isay, *I
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know!" 3o becaunse of him, not
intentionally, I've: promoted the
color as being okay in the breed,
Now [ see more people showing
biscuit dogs, It's good, there's
mothing wrong with that, It is
part:of our breed,

A lot of Samoyeds have bicut
s,
Yes, biscuit tinting, or biscuit
EArs:

i freconpletely bigeuit?

Yes.

What's in your future in the
breed; what do you still hope to
achieve, where do you sce yourself” in
Jive years?

I'm gewing older, but I'm
going to keep going until [ can't
run. (laughter) At this point
I'm trying to bréed a special -
not that 1 haven't always been
trying to do that - a dog that is
absolutely the epitome of what
I'm trving to do. Evervbody
ries to do that in every liner, |
keep trying. 1 would like to
apply for judging, because a day
will come when [ ean't run with
the dogs anymore. 1 just love
the dog shows, T love to see the
tents and get all excited about it.
I want to stll be involved with
dogs. I always have been, 1
don't want to ever give that up.
I'd like to do more artwork
when I retre. So I see myself in
five years semiretired and doing
more artwork, judging, and
hopefully have the dog I'm wy:
ing to breed out béing cam-
paigned.

If there were no obstarles whatse-
CUET as far ax woey or fme, and you
dream big, what would you fape (o
acliteved Other people e asked this

westion say, “To win a National
pecialty, " or “To win Wesiminster.”

[ would like to JUDGE Best
in Show at Westnunster., That's
a big dream. [ would love to
have my hands on those fabu.
lous dogs and make that deci-
ston. That would be awesome!
Copper is a Best in Show dog
and he won a National Specialty
i Canada and | handled him 1o
these incredible wins. That was
really special, I'would really like
to have a dog that I would say
to mysell, “This-is TT! Thas is
the best dog.” Like the Del-
monte This Is It dog I talked
about earlier. This is a dog for
history to remember,

T?l’an& yea, ®




