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The Sanoyed Quarterly

Samoyed people

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with
Susan Hampton
RISUK
Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Part [1

Thiv stervien e condieted al
the home of Susan Hampton in
Augrst 2002 by Lynie Robertson,

Howe died yine come wl with yowr
kermel name?

We didn’t really have a ken-
el name umil we bred our first
champion. Our first kennel
name was Ri-Su's, for Rich and
Susan, We had three champi-
ons,. We wanted to start over
with the best. Two of the cham-
pions that we had were acwally

from the dog that T had who was
a pet quality, the one that fin-
ished really quick, Sam. His
daughter finished very quickly,
:llbl}. but we wanted to go to a

different level. We were SCA
members at that time. and we
had been gewing bulletins,
There was this particular dog in
them that kept cawching my eve.
Every time the !:lul.lcun would
come out, there would be a cou-
ple of his kids in the bulletin, I

just loved everyihing that came

out of him. His name was Ch,
Showoll Czar Of Whitecliff.
That dog was probably my men-
tor dog. We deaded, at that
rime we had “Honey Bear,” and
we wanted to get permission
from the owner of that dog o
breed our Ch: Honey to Crar.

We finally got up encugh
nerve to call Wilma Coulter,
and she got really choked up
when [ called her, She said she
had just lost him! She and |
were crying over the phone; [
could have just kicked myself,
because T had been watching
tha dog for years. [ loved that
dog, but by the time I had decid-
ed to go for it, he was gone. She
was doing a hall*brother to half-
sister breeding out of Caar, 1
immediately said [ wanted ome!
She said 1 eould have pick of the
litter, though she didn't know
me from Adam. 1 felt so privie
leged that she was offering me
plLL. of the litter, That was how
we got the bitch that acrually
started the breeding that we sull
have today, and that is still

Current best friends, leff, Risuhos Cream O Wheat, “Buckwheat” (Ritko s Roxanne O Trifogy x
Ch. Ristko’s Joi of Snowonder) and Risuko's Roxanne O Trilogy, “Raxy " (Ch, Sanorka s Moonlight Gambler x

Ch. Risuka’s Debutanty €0 Trilogy
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going on in the show rings
today. That was Risuko's Ms,
Mally O Whitechiff, She was
the most beautiful bitch you
ever saw! Her two Intersisters
went to two other breeders, and
ended up being Toundation
bitches as well. So three of the
hitches out of that litter were
foundation birches for three ken-
nels: It was a lovely breeding.

When it came ame to breed
Ms. Molly, we did something
that many breeders thought was
crazy; we did an outcross. To
me, it wasn't a total outcross,
because 1t went back to Ch.
Yurok of Whitecliff. That went
back three or four generations.
We bred w a Kondako male at
that time, who was a top stud
dog, Ch. Kondako's Dancing
Bear. Connie and I had alked
aboue it before; Connie owned
“Dancing Bear.” 1 always said
that if you get oo involved with
astud d(:g and you start picking
him to death, chances are you
are going o change yvour mind
and not want to use that dog.
This was the case with Dancing
Bear. He had produced many
champions, and was top stud
dog in the country for a couple
of vears, as was his father.  But
he had his faults. T'am not sure
I would have bred Molly o
Dancing Bear had 1 known his
faults, because she had front
faults, and Dancing Bear had
front faults, ¢ven though they
were different faults. They
weren't the same, but | needed a
strong front. Sceing @ lot of
Dancing Bear’s kids, they had
nice fronts, Bue I have o say,
had I 'seen him in person [ prob-
ably wouldn't have used him,
which would have beena major
mistake. That taught me a les-
son, because | didn’t see Dane-
ing Bear unul afier we did two
breedings.

We repeated the breeding
because we got such nice dogs
out of the first breeding. We got
champions out of both, which
ended up [n,mrr very critical as
far as our bILL(lII!“‘ program.
They were very strang in our
breeding program. One of them
was Ch. Risuko’s Dancing
Demon, and the other was Ch.
Risuke's Shady Lady; wheo was
eventually the dam of our Best




in Show winner. Then we had
“Fancy,” Ch. Risuko's Fancy
Free. So that was one thing that
really taught me a lesson to not
be too critical abour stud dogs.
There is no perfect dog, so you
have 1o keep focused on what it
is that you are oving to get out
of a breeding.  What does your
bitch need? 1f you are going

The Stmoyed Caarlerh

Gh, Risuke's Mister

improve your bitch; vou have to
decide what 1t is vou would
improve on her, and go for a
stud dog that ideallv would look
similar to her, but had some-
thing that would compensate for
what she doesn’t have. That is
why we have always done
exwemely well in our breedings,

Again, that combination

Muoonlight BIS, BISS.

with Whitechif and Kondako
was a beautiful combination.
Not too many people did thar,
and a lot of people would either

o ene direction or the other

and would never combine the
two. In acwality, they both
came out of the same place, Ch.
Yurok of Whitecliff, It was a
eood lesson o get weether with
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Dancing Bear several years later,
and have a conversation with
Connie and Dave. They said
the same thing; had they seen
some of the stud dogs that they
wsed, and gone over them and
critiqued them o death, they
probably wouldn't have used
them, Then they wouldn't have
been where they were at the



Left to right:

time, had they not used those
dogs,

[t iz a lesson in life. There is
no perfect thing; there 15 no per-
fect animal, there is no perfect
person or dog. You do the best
yvou can and be honest with
voursell. You always try to
improve what vou are Lu;\ms,
and be truthful in what you are
lacking, Anyway, how we came
up with our kennel name was
that ar that ume, our kennel
name was Ri-Su, which was for
Richard and Susan. We decided
that w was too short, because i
was only four letters, We added
the “ka” on the end of it for
“company.” 8o it s Richard,
Susan and Company, “Risuke.”
Acwally, 1 have to say we kind
of stole it from Connie and
Dave Richardson, who have
Kondake for Cennie, Dave and
Company, It just had a beuer
ring to it After Molly, all of her
kids and grandkids on down
have “Raistka”™ in thelr name,

Doy ,."rr.l' ot fretve estabiiiied
a distinguishable line, and what are
athers looking for when they think of
vory e ?
© We definitely established
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Ch, Rrsukes Deval Wennian;

very strong line. We became
very predominant in breed type.
We never bred just for beauty; it
was never the only considera
ton. We always went for the
overall dog. We wanted bal-
ance, type. and a prewy head w
go with it, “That is the breed
type; they are known as the
most beautiful breed in exis-
tence. Without that beauty.
they don't have the type; they
are not the Sammy. That is
exactly what people came 0 us
for. We were very predominant
m establishing and correcting
tvpe. We always had mice bone,
dark pigment, the nice slanted
eve which is what the breed is
supposed to have, What 1
would like 1o say we were
known for 15 that we never went
to extremes on everything,  Not
o movement, on type, on coat,
but on the overall, balanced.
beautiful dog. Good wmpera-
ment was:always very impor
ant, Lo,

Deseribe your infergetation of the
perfect Swminy.

My favorite Sammy includes
males whe are toward the top of
the standard. | would like them
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to not be over, though, The
same thing for the Females,
Mididle of the standard or top of
the standard, If I ended up get-
ting a dog that was a lietle waller
than the standard, but every
thing else was really good about
it, such as Taboo who was 22
1/2 anches tall.  She was excel
lent in 5o many ways, she ended
up being the perfect brood biwch,
She was a very primitive bitch:
she really loy od to do L"‘-‘L‘I'\'l]'.ll]:lL|
hersell. ‘Shie liked for me to Just
sit on the sidelines; and she liked
to take over evervihing else. All
miy other bitches wanted me to
pretty much take over for them.
But the E!Eth_l.[ Sammy 1s
casy to live with, happy all the
time, always a clown, that is the
typical Sammy nature. From
pippies to older adults, they are
always dragging out their
favorite toys. Buckwheat has a
ball that he has had since he was
eight weeks old, and that is his
favaonte toy. They are alwavs
characters; they have their indi
vidual livtle quirks about them,
which gives them their own little
special personalities. As far as
looks, 1 like a Sammy o look
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" Riviuko s Siveetet Tngm;
“Lady," Riswha's Singuag the Blues,

“Rudn, f

imelligent, [ like the dark eves
and the white coats, but that is
not what 1 would partcularly
breed for. 1l we got biscuit or
off-white, that 15 line. 1 would
much rather have the sound-
pess. I love to have a dog that,
when we go hiking, you can
stane back and watch them go
and go. Itis bhke they could just
zo forever. You kpow that is
the way they are supposed to be.
Nothing is extreme on ' then, no
fromts that are flinging around
or hocks thavare rubbing togeth-
er.. They have a nice, balanced
movement about them, and they
are pretty to leok at, Il you
don't have a Sammy that you
enjoy looking at, then vou really
don’t have a Sammy.

Howe should they move in the

front, from the side and rear, dud

oing azieay al @ slow trot?

The standard savs they
should single-track, so that & the
way they should move, As far
as sidegait, for the last twelve
véars or so, the trend seems 1o
be this flying sidegait. [ have
noticed, and a lot of people
would notice it, too, if yvou have
this flying sidegait front and



rear; it 15 like the joints are mov-
ing on a pendulum, They are
really not going anywhere. The
showy, flving [eet go up in the
amr, but it really doesn't accom-
plishoa whole lot, The proper
gait should be balanced, They
are known for their stamina, so
they should be able to go and go
for miles. They shouldn’t be the
fastest or the showiest; they are
all about staming, That is what
the sidegait should be. Any-
thing extremely reaching is as
faulty as stlied, It 15 not proper;
it is not what they are supposed
tex be doing.

When I was actively breed
ing. I was always trying to go
for that balanced movement.
That smooth topline, nothing
choppy or that looked like they
were going downhill because
they were thang downhill and
out the front. Those look like
they are going downhill all che
ume: The back should be level.
The front foot should not
extend past their noses in reach.
The back legs should not extend
to- the back anv more than the
front legs do in the front,  They
should be balanced., That is
what Sammy movement is all
about; balance,

What o you JrJJw'L'_,l"ur i e
freadd, el o i f.l.l{',l’:".l' i I.l','(frn.l'ff."-
Jilgerve fvad-or dicen fae?

They shauld always have a
clean-looking face,  Never
droopy flews. Their eyes
should always be angled woward
their ears. [ really detest these
large, round eyes. Knowing
these are Arcue dogs, yvou could
see why large,. round eyes
would be very improper. It
wonld cause a lot of problems
with the retinas in the snow and
the sun. Everything should be
balanced. The ears should be
not we low. not o high, cen-
tered, Now too long or too
short: nothing exrreme. They
always-should have some stop.
There are so many dogs wday
that have no stop, Their muz-
#les are oo long and wo nar
row, and they look almest more
like a Collie head. “The ears; as
they go around the ring, are
floppmg. The ears should be
short enough and thick enough
that they stand erect, and should
not be flopping around as they
move around the ring. When
they are panting, they should
have a smile; that 15 what they
are known for, The Chrisomas
smile all year long: That is what
the breed is. Just an overall
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Ch, Sanorke s Sifver Safre OVRisubo, “Sabre, " af tiw years-old,

beauty to their faces.

What shoidd b the velation |_|'lr.':|l',l
nj-)l" et r!'r;f'l."ﬂ to the reil |lJ,J".'.l"u' .l.l'ulg'."‘
Shotld the chest come to or beling e
elbane, and hove, meny dogs have you
soen theal for sty efied? - -

That was something 1 loved
about Nicky, he had a beautiful,
deep chest. A heart-shaped
chest, which is what they are
supposed to have. That is what
the standard savs. The chest
should come down w the elbow.
You should actually feel it come
to the point right at the elbow.
Taboo also had & beautiful deep
chest with lots of depth, and lots
of width in the ront. To be
honest with vou, that has always
been a weakness in the breed.
You see a lor of dogs in their
natral stance who stand really
close i elbows. Or when they
are moving away {rom you,
their hocks are almost rubbing,
which is very incorrect. They
just don't have enongh width of
hody. enough depth of chest.

Hes it been your exfrenience that
covt 15 very Bafortant v g m
the rimir? -

Right: Nechi.
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Tuday, it is almost the oppe-
site. The Sameyeds are sup-
ased to have an Arctic coat.
T'hev are supposed to have a
long, :'.Lan-:[-n!r'l[)cmt, and they are
supposed to have a rull around
their necks, They are supposed
to have feathering, but today the
dogs are being reshaped with
scissors. Some of them are
being clipped. Afier seeing these
dogs with improper cuts, with

o
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more Siberian-type coats which
are too short, judges are now
thinking that dogs with “proper
coats” are “improper.,” Some-
how, we have to get back on
track, because that 15 5o wrong.
We have to get back to reading
the standard. Thar is not what
they are about! They should
not be dripping in coat; the coat
should not be hanging off their
bodies; But the males should

have a ruff around thetr heads
and feathering on their stom-
achs, and on the backs of their
front legs, Feathering on the
pants and long feathering on
their tails. To not have that is
improper. To be breeding dogs
for short coats is not breeding
Sammy tvpe.

What are the most senons ffu.rff.i
i the breed today, and the mast com-
mian i

Ch. Risuko’s Joi OF Snoonder, "Zoom.”
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Faults that [ see woday are no
bone, very unatractive heads,
cars too long, muzzles too long,
round eyves. lack of pigment,
dogs that are too close front and
rear, and very shallow chesis. It
seems that evervbody is going
[or sidegait, withour any consid-
eration of what they loak like
coming and going. That is
extremely improper.

{i there anything aboid the stan-
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Riiwke't Cover Girt.

dard that you wenld ltke to see be doing what other breeds have
--"r:.'frg.«-r;'_-’ done, Almost all the standards

Not rveally. If we start  today are a result of what man
changing the standard, we will  thinks they should look Jike. As

a-resull, you can see some ol

these hreeds have a lot of health
problems because of what man
has done to try to make them
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more perfect. The Sammy stan-
dard should remain just as it is:
| don't think it should change n
any way, We are seiting trénds



v =i 0 ; ing The Sammy natural br
03 . : . SRk . o it oL 3 13 -
I by ; o rom now; k ( : ) and 1t should remain so.
thit is not going i« an that the Sammy 1
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Ch. Risuko's Big Guy O'Whiteeliff, sive of Ch. Riswko's Mister Moonlight BIS, BISS,

are going to pradually st look:
g different than what they did
ten vears ago or fifty years ago.
If you read old books on the
breed, and you see the pictures,
they very much resemble what
we have today,

Have the shanws changed today,
aned oo have they changed?

They have changed tremen-
dously. From my perspective,
when [ started doing this, ['did 1t
for pleasure and for Fun, and
with the idea that if | were going
w do breedings, 1 was going (@
take it seriously, My intention
was tory to beter the breed m
some way., By bettering it, I
mean as far-as the dogs [ had;

with every breeding I did, I tried
to correct some of the things
that were weak. It is a tremen-
dous responsibility for breeders
to take that upon themselves, o
g0 on their own and try to cor-
reet things that they think the
breed needs. And again -going
back to the standard and stck-
ing with it. That is the Bible for
the dog world, the standard.
Initially, when I was going
trshows, it was for fun as a
hobby, and for pleasure. It was
for gewting together with friends,
to have that camaraderie. We
had something in common; we
all had Sammys, and we were
there because we loved the

breed. There were alwavs poli-
ties involved in dog shows. 1
think there 15 corruption
invalved in all politics, even not
talking abowt dags, In all gov-
erpments there is corruption,
and i businesses. [t seems like
the dog competition is going
right along with that. Today,
the trend is that if you have
been breeding dogs For six or
seven vears, vou are qualifred o
become a judge. But a lotof the
Judges taday are continuing o
breed, so what is going on that 1
sée is that judges are putting up
other judges and we are getiing
all these (avors going on. It is
actually changing the breed.
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beciuse we have breederjudges
now who are directing new peo-
ple coming in the breed. Instead
of actually helping them, they
are manipulating them on who
to go w for stud dogs, and who
net to go to. Not necessarily
because it is not a good dog, but
because for some reason there
are other motives there.

It seems like theére is always
a motive for a major win, espe-
cially at specalties where we
have breeder-judges. It has
totally gotten off-course, We
are not judging dogs anymore,
we are judging people. Who
owes who a {aver. It is not
about the best dog. 1 go to a
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show every once in a while and
just kind of observe, and to me,
it doesn’t look like people are
having fun anymore. It is too
serious:  All the fun has gone
out of it; it has totally changed.
I think it is really sad, especially
for the new people who are com-
ing in. It 15 way too serious.
People are taking what dog went
up that day as their success in
life. when really, it 1= a dog
shiow. It 15 about the best dog.
It has nothing to do with you
personally,

Would you rather sfhare wneler an
all freed judee than a brecder-udge ?

Taday, I would definitely
rather show under an all breed
judge. However, the all breed
Judges have been misled with
our breederjudges, and they are
going toward the same trends
our breederqjudges are, which 1s
incorrect.

Do you have any ideas o what
couwtd be done fo mmfrove fudging, or
fo make if more far?

I'm not sure that it is right
that a judge who is sull current-
ly, acuvely breeding and show-
ing dogs themselves should be
judging dogs. | think something
should be done about thart;
cither you are a judge or you are
a breeder. You shouldn’t do
both. Ttis very good that you
were a breeder, but when you
are judging vour own breed,
vou ought to be considered
retired in the breeding process,
You should just judge dogs, and
forget about the person at the
other end of the lead. You
should truly try to judge what is
Best in the ring that day,

Does  advertiving  tnfluence
Judzes? '

It influences some judges.
but not all judges. A lot of these
judges get so many photos of
wins, they are probably tossed
ina pile somewhere, Mavbe the
newer judges are more influ-
enced by that. Mavbe they are
more flattered by people sending
them pictures and writing letters,
cte. What 15 probably most
influential 1s what is ralked
about among judges. Breeder-
Judges, all breed judges - who's
who is probabily more influential
tharranything, It is'a real disser
vice to the whole outcome of all
breeds of dogs. When vou are
not judging dogs, and you start
judging people, and you are

Lefl: Litter out of Ch. Riswho's
Dievil Wamen 5 Ch. Kipperic Jek-

sorr. Faelnre champions af qx weeks,
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putting up dogs for the wrong
reasons, what is that telling new
people coming into the breed?
It is all oll-track.

We are not doing what we
are supposed to be doing.  This
is.a DOG. show, it is all abeut
judging the best dog in the ving
that day. Not what won last
week or last month, or who
went Best in Show at Wesimin:
ster or who was Best in Special-
ty. It is about, who is the best
dog today? It may be a matter
of who is performing the best,
Maybe the dog that won Best in

Show last week is not on his.

best behavior today. Maybe
anather dog s doing a lide bic
beter. Shouldn't that dog win
today, rather than the dog who
is going up anky because he won
Best in Show last week? It is
not fair anymore: we have lost
the fairness,

Are your breedings patural or
coistrolled?  Are there iy stortes el
are menorable regarding matmgs or
whelpngs?

One of the things that peo-
ple may have thought I was wo
harsh at, considering breeding in
particular, concerned the actual
breeding process. If the bitch
did not want to be bred, and
had o be artificially inseminared
wo have puppies, when it came
time to be bred again, if she
didn’t want to be bred 1 would
consider that as not being natu-
ral. [ would no longer use that
bitch., As a matter of fact, we
have only had one breeding that
we did an aruficial inscousaton
o,
That goes with the whelping
process, wo. IF I had a hitch
that totally relied on me, and
didn’t want anvthing to do with
those puppies; and 1 had 1o force
her to feed the puppies or had to
help feed those puppies, 1 would
not use that bitch again for
breeding. The more you do
that, the more you are controb
ling that process. In fumre gen-
erations, you will have bitches
that have to be artificially insem-
inated, hive babies that have o
be artificially fed, and the
human is gomg to have to take
over the whelping process and
the total raising, %’hcn you lose
some of that naturalness, and
that is what the Sammy is all
about,

There are a lot of breeds
today that cannot breed natural-
Iy, and have to be induced to
have puppies. A lot of puppics
are lost as a-result of that: The
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generations on down just get
more and more toward that.
Pretty soon there will be no nat-
ural anvthing. So that was part
af my culling process, I don't
mean culling as far as putting
them down, but | mean as far as
taking them out of the breeding
program. If they did not want
to breed naturally, if they did
not want to whelp nawrally or if
they were not good mothers,
they would be removed from
the brcedin§ program, even if
they were champions. Even if
thiev had excellent hips or whar-
ever: That was all a part of the
Process.

A lot of nmes, that is how I
kept the numbers down, by
placing those as pets, I would
just keep the ones who liked w0
be mothers and who bred natu-
rally. Who were good mentors
for the puppies, too, That is the
other thing; a good mother will
produce good pupgics that will
grow up to be good mothers, If
you continue to force brecdings
that, as I say, were not meant to
be, you have mothers who are
bad mothers who have puppies.
These puppies will grow up o
b had E‘nolfﬁem! # d

D you have any funny, sad, or
strengre whelping stortes #

aboo was prabably the
most consistently funny story,
because she was a very primitive
bitch. She liked o do every-
thing by herself. She loved 1o
have me there, but she really
preferred not to have my hands
where she was working. She
wanted to whelp the puppies,
sever the cords, clean up the
puppies — she wanted to do it
all. One time she was in the
middle of whelping a litter, and
the phone rang. It seemed like 1
had enough nme to answer the
phone, so 1 went 1o answer the
phone. T was gone for maybe
three minutes,

When | came back, she had
taken all the puppics — she had
three at the time - we had a
ramp that went up through the
basement window and out 1o an
outdoor kennel. You went
through a dog house to get out-
side. Well. she had taken all the
puppics up the ramp and in the
doghouse, She had three pup-
pics ‘at the time, and she
whelped four more in that dog-
house. It was like she was say-
:i.l'lg. *See, T can do this by
mysell.”  (laughter) Once she
had them whelped, she was
okay abour bringing them back

down to the whelping box. She
_iu&l.‘ wanted to do everything by
herself.

I thoughe it was gréat; she
was like that with every litter.
Ewvery one of her puppies sur-
vived, they were all healthy.
You saw those puppies 24 hours
later, and they were like fat
ticks, laying on their backs with
these engorged bellies. Milk
would be coming out of their
motths and noses. You just
knew she was the perfect whelp:
ing bitch, because she always
had enough milk, she loved her
babies, and she would teach
them things,  As soon-as they
were old enough to go outside,
she would teach them how to
humnt, how to catch baby rabibiis
and birds. She was just a won-
derful. priminve bitch. She was
probably my favorite bitch as far
as whelping, even though she
never linished her thampi:
onship, She was the one T was
talking about earlier that we
couldn’t take in the show ring,
She had beautiful babies and lots
of champions. She was a gremt
whelping bitch. and that was
alwavs very important in our
breeding program.

At what age do you evaluate
Yo ;Argipfﬂ Jor pet and showy qual-
fres, esied what are you lookng for?

We start evaluating at two
weeks, but of course, you ean't
really evaluate-a lot. There
were things vou could see in the
heads and the carsets, the stops,
ctc. We would seriously start
really monitoring their strucnere
and movement between six and
cight weeks. A lot of umes we
kept the puppies until twelve
weeks., We lound that as we
went imto different lines with dif-
ferent stued dogs, some puppies
vou could evaluate at eight
weeks but some puppies - what
you saw at eight weeks was not
what you saw at twelve weeks,
We just kind of made it a rule to
keep those puppies around until
twelve weeks, At that point, we
could prewy much be sure of
what they were going to turn
out like. We were almost
always correct in that;

hat do you feed your dogs, and
fime i'uipurmur s died Jor the Sammys?

We have gone through
every dog food, and every naw-
ral dog %nml, on the marker,
What I believe right now is that
anything that has any preserva-
tives in it, you should aveid.
Try to get as nawral a food as
possible.  An interesting thing
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that we are doing right now is
that we anre gi'u‘ing ouy dugs VCF_;‘
ctables every day. We are try-
Ing to et more raw things, and
the dogs started really begging
for broccoli and carrots.  As we
are-cating raw foods, | would
take 2 bite and give them a bite,

I think there is something to
this. Every day they get a hand-
ful of raw carrots, broceoli,
beets, celery, cabbage, and thev
love it. Their stools are so
much more consistent. Roxy
waould sometimes get a linde con-
stipated, but she 15 now very
regular because she is eating
those vegetables. Buckwhear,
whao was a little loose, is now
very firm.. They look forward
to the vegetables. I would love
to be able to feed more natural
meats and [sh, like elk and deer
as-well as hish, but that 15 not
always available, So we stll go
with a nawral food that doesn’t
have any preservatives in it
There 15 so much cancer wday,
it-is. becoming so prevalent in all
dogs, not just in the Sammy
breed. With people. as well. 1
feel that the more you can avoid
preservatives, pesticides, fertiliz-
ers and things, the better off you
are, So they are eating organic
vegetables,

Dho your feed any supplements?

No. The interesting thing
about Sammys and probably
about a lor of dogs is that they
are wvery perceptive about
healthy t%:ocﬁ In other words,
if someone would offer them
white bread, or part of a bun off
of a hamburig:r. they would spit
it out, Bu il it is whole grain or
homemade, they love i They
thrive on it. They would never
cat a cooked potato, but they
would eat a raw potato. They
don't like cooked carrots, bus
they like the raw carrots. 1
think it is very interesting,
because it is telling us some-
thing. Especially with grains;
they will not -eat white bread,
They don't like it, but if it is
multi-grain or whele grain, they
like it. They like more organic
things. I find that with a lot of
my dogs. But to be henest with
you, I haven't really offered
them vegewbles like | am doing
today. They will go in the gar
den with me, I have a raised
bed, and they will sit there like
they are begging for cookies, |
will pick vegetables and put
some in the bowl, and then pick
a handful to give them some, the
greens, and they ear it like itis a



dog cookie.
When showing this breed, how
ilun'gflf _{_\-",l"ﬂl’},l'.'l'f‘.'fg .'IlrJUI'IE(! Ill?(" I'Tlﬁﬂf'.f?
Alot! But again, [ ama firm
belicver of natural grooming, |
don't like the sprays and goop
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Nucki at aige seven menths, toinning s first magor,

they put in coats: 1 will use
cornstarch to clean up feet and
hocks. In this climate we have a
lot of dust, and that is a quick
cleanup, but 1 brush i out. 1
never leave it n when we go in

the ring. The most important
thing about grooming is preven-
tative groommng. It is an ongo-
myg thing,

B you have any favorite groom-
g fractucts or fools ?
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[ don't use a lon of products,
I use a comb and a slicker brush,
and a pin brush. The favorite
thing for my male right now is
the pin brush, It 15 like a mas-
sage to him, and he loves i 1



o b

have a table set up all the time
on the deck. twelve months
every year. If they have been in
the dirt or whatever, they just
automatically jump up on that
table. T will brush them for
three minutes or so, and that is
probably the best thing that you
can do with a Sammy, It is con-
tdet, you have your hands on
them, and they love that, It is
like petting them or praising
them., They both argue about
who is going to get on the table
first! (laughter) It is something
that they really look forward o

| don't spend a lot of tme
grooming. Of course, when
they are blowing coat, you have
to comb all thar stuff out. But in
between times, people think I
must spend all my time bathing
and brushing the dogs, They
probably don't get a bath once a
year! Tt is just keeping that dead
stuff out and the dirt out of their
coat. I am not obsessive about
it, bt we just go through a liuke
bit of brushing several times a
week. Before they go in the
house, they have o get the din
clods off, vou know. 50 we
brush real quick: If you have a
good coat, their coats are natu-
rally resistant o stuff, so that
dirt 1jusr. comes out with a brush
veally casily, Thae is the besi
thing for them mentally and
physically, They love it because
yau have your hands on them,
and physically you are keeping
them clean, They love to be
clean, and they know when they
are prettys They like wo look

What advice would you give to
freeders whe are pust starting aut?

You need to be very open-
minded. It is nice to have a
mentor, but be carcful whe your
mentors are. [t would probably
be better to talk to a variety of
peaple and get a lot of different
views so youo can form your
own opinion. If you stick to-one
{wrson. for instance, who you
wught a puppy from, a lot of
times you are misdirected in a
very opinionated way., You
don’t get an overall perspective.
It 15 better to be very open, and
talk to many people. en oy
to form your own opinions,
Read books, read the standard,
oo back 1o the older books and
what people were domg owenty
or even 30, 40 or 50 vears ago
with the breed, The more infor-
mation you have, the more able
yiou are to form vour own opin-
ons: Don't form an opinion en
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what to do or not te do by one
person, or one kennel, or one
Judge.

Do you_feel that the perent dub i
dotng erongl th edvicete new members
and ,r'r.m'g;.‘s?-

[ have been kind of removed
from that for quite a while, so 1
really can't honesdy say. To an
extent [ think they are, but more
can be done. As far as geting
back to basics-and not being
directed o certain bloodlines or
kennels, they should be more in
tune with giving basic, correct
information rather than opin-
ions.

Hnw old are you?

ILam 52. Next week, [ wall
be 53,

And you hive been marvied o
Rich for hovw long?

For 33 years. We have had
Sammys since we were first mar-
ried.

W haat hawe yon done for a liming?

We moved here from
Wichita, Kansas. There 1
worked for the same denust for
26 vears as a hygienist and edu-
cator. It was quite a different
lifestyle. My husband has been
in the building business for over
twenty years,-and we came out
here as a team. Now we are
building custom homes. Most
of the homes in this area have
been built by us. It has been a
total change in lifestyle, and we
love it. We love living here,

Do you have any otfer stories
aboud some of your favorite dogs?

One of the most amazing
things to us was with the very
first Sam we had. His name was
Sam, and he had never been
around small children. We
were ina park one time, and my
husband was playing horseshoes
with this other man. The wife
had a toddler about two years
old, and we were watching the
guvs play horseshoes, All of the
sudden, this twosvear-old start
ing wanderimg off toward the
street.  Sam, who was only
seven months old at the time,
ran toward this child and herd:
ed this child back o s mother.
It wasn’t until that child was
almaost walking off the curb that
I turned my head and saw what
the dog was doing, It was so
amazing, what a nawral protec
tor this ammal was.

We saw that again with the
bitch that we have today, Roxy:
She had never been around a it
tle child, either. We had some
customers coming over to look
at some house plans, and they

brought over their grandchild
who was not quite two at the
time. The child had never been
around stairs, We had a real
hard time having a conversa-
tion, because the grandmother
kepr getting up to keep the child
from going down the stairs. Just
for the heck of it, 1 wld Roxy,
who wiis not even a vear old at
the time, to warch this linle boy
to keep him from going down
the stairs, She just acted ic?i]am: she
totally understood what I said,
and would not let that child go
within five feet of those stairs,
When people come 1o me and
ask if these dogs are good with
children, I tell them they just
won't believe i, They are the
best babysiteers in the world!
They are wonderful dogs to be
around, You just can't appreci-

ate how truly good they are
with small children until vou see
it. Even if they haven't grown
up with them, '

At Christmastime we had
my one-year-old nephew come
to visit-us, and he: too was not
used to being around stairs
Both of my dogs kept him away
from those stairs. [‘:Nc did not
have to barricade the stairs at all
as long as those dogs were in
there: %t 15 amazing how percep-
tive they are at truly protecting
small children. They treat them
like their puppies.

Iy there anything twe haven't eov-
ered?

I don't think so, we have
done a good job.

Thank you very mueh,

You're welcome, =

Ring stewarding

50 You Think You Want
to Steward?

By Melanie Harwood

¢ Steward

There are a gredt many

people who steward in
the UK. Some steward because
they now have to steward at a
minmmum of twelve shows
before they can be passed 1o
award CCs. Some steward
because they do not like show-
ing but enjoy the social side of
dog shows and the people they
meet, Some steward for the
pure enjoyment of the job and it
enables them to watch a variety
of breeds they would not nor-
mally see when auending shows
as an cxhibitor. Whatever the
reason for them stewarding they
are a vital part of the running of
the show,

What Do Stewards Do?

Stewards must be fully con-
versant with the tules and regu-
lations as 1o the duties of a stew-
ard and must abide by them at
all umes.

When stewarding you must
arrive in plenty of time before
the commencement of judging.
Always wear comfortable
clothes-and shoes and make
sure you have a goad supply of
pens; il the show is outdoors
then pencils should also be
taken, if the weather is wet then
your pen will not work! The
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first thing you do is to report to
the steward’s office to let them
know you have arrived, collect
vour steward's box-and check
vour ring number. Then get
voursell a drink in the steward's
réception arca and c¢heck
through your box 10 make sore
that everything vou need is in
there, ¢.g., catalogues; prize
cards, any rosettes that may be
on offer. award boards for your
slips from the judging book,
chalk and cloth for vour ring
board so you can write the class
winners on the board for the
audience round the ring to
mark up their catalogues, stew-
ard’s cards where the winners
ring numbers are written for the
secretary’s office to usc as a
check hist and drawing pins to
secure the award boards firmly,
or you could end up chasing
them across the feld on a windy
day! You usually have two
stewards in a ring so it is a good
idea to decide who will de what
before the judge arrives, that
way you present a united and
responsible team,

Make sure you arrive at the
correct ring in glcnty of time.
Make sure you have a table for
stewards and a table for the
judge o examine the dogs if
your breed is a table dog; mea-
sures or weigh scales if needed;
and a mat for the judging rable
if the surface is slippery,

The Steward's Responsibilites



