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Thits mierview was conducled m
the motnr home of Fim and Sharon
Hurst in October 2006 by Alona
Robison.

Who or what has mfluenced your
breeding the mast over the years?
Sharon: 1 would probably
have to say it was Lloyd Bracket
who influenced us the most.
But we really did it all on our
own with help from articles.
Jim: [locking at photo]
Here's Edd Bivin.
Sharon: Oh, yes. This is
Jim's Breed picture with Edd.
¢ was: hitting Jim’s hand.
(laughter}
know that you dont have any
Samayeds now. You've got your lille
Havanese now, but what was the
bargest number of dogy that you kept
al one ime!
Sharon: I think it was down
o five because we wanted them
to be house dogs and not yard
dogs. That was the most we
ever had in our possession, but
we did many co-ownerships
with Robin Gowen and Penny
and Skip Miller. They're now
in Alaska. In the last Samoyed
Club of America Bulletin that
we just got, one two-page color
ad just sprung out at me. It was
Orion's Shaman of something,
and he's bred and owned by
Skip and Penny. He's a beauu-
ful dog and they were announc-
ing his retirement from the ring.
He's Bud's son, so he has to be
pretty old. Bud was fourteen
years - old when he died of a
tumer on his spleen. Tt really
devastated us.
It always does.
Jim: We shouldn't forget to
mention Daolly and Bob Ward.
Sharon: That's right. In the
first Samoyed book Dolly wrote,
she handwrote in it to me how
Jim and 1 deserved to bie in this
book because I had come back
on the scene and had done so
many wonderful things. Then
they put out a second Samoyed
book, Unfortunately she died

Four of the Onon Samoyeds m the back of the Hurst's Mercedes.

just about the time it was being

published, so I never got her to
write in it. But she was one of
the great breéederjudges.
Mardee ‘Nan:l.—Farming._ who is
another top breeder-judge, is
their daughter.

1 tntervieoed her two years aga
in Montana.

Jim: Dolly liked Bud.

Sharon: In her most recent
book, the one she and Bob
wrote just before her death, she
dedicated a good portion of the
book to our Orion Samoyeds.
In the book she actually says,
“Of course, there will always be
a soft place in my heart for
Bud.”

That's really speaal,

Sharon: I'm really sorry 1
wasi't able to get that second
book autographed.

How dhd you come up with your
kennel name?

Sharon: Orion 15 a star con-
stellation and what [ planned to
do was breed many stars! 1 also
felt it should be a short name so
that if 1 sald a dog to someone
who wanted to put their kennel
name on it [ was leaving them
space to do that,

That's a great idea. A ot of

people don't think about that.

Sharon: Ewen Polar Mist is
difficult for someone to put their
kennel name and the name of
the dog on there. There’s just
no room left.

Dhd you ever name your litters
with any sort of scheme?

Sharon: Yes, I bred an lece
Way bitch out of Reno, her
name was Marca, and I bred her
to Omar. That produced Mish-
ka who [ named Orion's Mishka
of Marcomar, I could just look
at the name and I knew that it
was from that breeding. I did

wite a few Litters like that.,

Droyou think that you have estab-
fished @ drsimguishable fine over the

years? What do you think atfiers are

looking far when they think of your
fine?

Sharon: There are sill peo-
ple who remember us very well,

Jim: What we tried to strive
for in our dogs was substance,
The old Sammy, I think if any-
body remembers anything about
our breeding that was what we
were trving to do.. 1 like big
paws, which they are supposed
to have to work in the snow. [
like big structire. That's what
wie tried to breed.
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Sharon: We've saved quite
a bit of Bud's frozen semen and
we teally would hike to get
another dog out of Bud and a
beautiful bitch. But the last two
breedings we've done, the peo-
ple who owned the bitch wanted
to keep the pick male. I really
couldn't do much about that.
Carol Hjort from back East,
used Bud's semen-and produced
two males that she showed. She
finished both of their champi-
onships quickly. Carol and I
had fallen in love with the same
male, which she kept and has
gone on to do really good things
with him. The mteresting thing
is she finished the second pick
for the people she sold him o, a
really well-known and respected
doctor and his wife who email
me all the time. Carol sold them
what we had determined to be
the second pick and he went on
1o win a specialty under Karen
McFarland, a breederjudge, and
did a lot. So I would have been
just as well off wking the second
pick.

Don 't you find wnth first and sec-
ond puck, s kind of that way?
There’s just nuances of diffevence.

Jim: Yes.




Sharon: Doug and Bo
Gloster used Bud’s frozen semen
and they wouldn't let me have
any puppies! (laughter) They
cither co-owned or kept all of
them.

You need to make that a sigula-
L.,

Sharon; We are actively
trying to find someone and
we've had a few people contace
s, We woaould love to have
another Samoyed. Bandit, this
little guy who only weighs
twelve pnundi loves all dogs,
We were down at the Samoyed
Club of Los Angeles specialty
and they had a Havanese spe-
cialty at the same time. |
brought Bandit over to the
Samoved ring because [ always
like to see what's nrmng on, and
he absolutely fell in love with
this big male that was there. He
thought that was the greatest
thing he ever saw! (laughter)
The male was very good and a
nice boy. They were kind of
nose-to-nose and I think Bandit
really liked all of thae fur.

our coach i big emough for a
Saneryed.

Jim: Yes v is. We had six
crates in that 33-foot Monaco
stacked in the back end.

Sharon: We had w ke the
dinette out and build in wooden
crates. Another thing when we
were m Canada, we were talking
to the Sammy people and they
actually referred to Jim-and I as
being “awesome!”  (laughter)
That made us feel pretty E{)-nr:i

s mind bad to be awesome, G it?

Sharon: [ thought it was
great, but I didn’t really know
that | was awesome. (laughter)

How do you rate tybe, lempera-
wment and seundness i order of fmgor-
tance?

Jim: They pretty much run
neck and neck. Samoyeds gen-
erally have good temperament.

Sharon: Yes, vou don't
have to worry about the temper-
dment.

Jim: I haven’t seen very
many ill-tempered Sammies. so 1
don't think that’s something
people spend a lot of dme wor-
rying about. Structure is impor-
tant. After all, it's a sled dog.

Sharon: We like the bear-
type. Structure and type are
pmhab]*r aimo’st Hand in hand.

v 15 bear to us,

-" ru .!m‘ about conformation.
What should a dog's front, rear and
sicde nigvement be fike?

Sharon: 1 like to see really
fluid, ‘sound movement. That's
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the first thing that catches my
eve. Then u‘;?tht,} have that, 1
look ae their coming and going.
I don't want them to be too
close or spread out. Of course,
to single track. I want a nice,
balanced look and that’s very
difficult to find. You often see
fabulous sound movement on a
dog that's absalutely beautiful
but it will have the weorst front
on it that you've ever seen.

What are you looking for ina
head ? ’

Sharon: A bear head -
small, very fluffy ears.

i theve a problem with missing
teetl b all 1y the Samny?

i Mo, we've not had a
problem with that. When Bud
was twelve or thirteen years old,
we did,

Sharon:

His teeth were not

eat at that ime.,

Tow tompiortand i eye cofor?
Sharon: Very important. Tt
needs to be very dark.

¥f you could rate the wholé dog
on a point scale of 100, how many
points would you assgm to the head?

Sharon: At least 33 percent.

Jim: You've hit it right on
the button,

You both are 5o 01 bume woith each
afher.

Sharon: That's the thing
that was really great for me = to
find someone who 1s 50 into this
and with whom I'm able to
share my life. Jim got so
hooked when those people start-
ed clapping. He wanted to
know when the next show was.
That's when I had to go buy
another puppy w get him start-

real

Jim:
shows,

1 knozo, It getein your bivod,

Jm: So many of the people
we don't see anymore were
great friends.

Wetl, keep looking and you'll
come wf with thal vther p.ui

Sharon: 1 hope so. W e still
have about twenty vials of Bud's
frozen semen but finding the
perfect bitch o breed him to is
difficult.

When you kave semen froten like
that, do yeu will it to someone. when

We really miss the

you ve gome?

Sharon: Yes, that's what

Jimand 1 have talked abow

doing. I know that Bo Gloster
and Doug Haldeman are two
people we feel we might do that
with. Out of their liter of only
three puppies, all are champions,

BIS, Ch. Ortom’s Bred Light of Polar Mist, "Bud,” Group 3,
Jjudge Les Kodner, March 1992, #1 Samaved in Ameniea, |
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We'd like to give a portion to
them, and we're thinking of
Carol Hjort because she's done
such a great job showing those
males.

That is-a comsidevation when you
heme fronen Semen, tin't it?

Sharon: Yes. If Robin
Gowen were still in it, we'd give
some to her too, But she now
has a daughter and she hasn't
been to a show all year. She
sent me a picture of her daugh-
tér who is going into the sixth
grade. She's running around to
soccer practices and everything
else-and doesn’t have time for
the things she used to do. She
and her husband, Ralph, were
so much fun to be with, Ralph’s
big claim to fame was that he
raised snakes. He was a won-
derful guy and a lot of fun to be
around. He never brought any
of his snakes to the dog shows.
(laughrer)

Horo infortant i pegment e the
Sammy, and would you breed to a
dog that had missing fugment?

Sharon: Pigment is very
important. If a dog had a small
break in pigment, I might, il he
had everything else I wanted.

Huwy about twhat they eall “win-
ter nuse?” Do you have that o the
Sammy ?

Sharon: We didn't have it
in our line. We always had
nice, black noses,

What should be the relationship
of the chest depth fo the vest of the
dog? Showld the chest come fo the
ellrw, cebove ), belone 1?2

Sharon: Maybe slightly
above, 1 suppose. I would actu-
ally have to put my hand on one
o think about that.

Jim: When we were picking
dogs or bitches out of the litter,
or evaluating one, movement
was always a very big thing.
Movement and the head.

Sharon: The other thing is
the attitude. When we saw a
puppy we looked for awitude. |
remember Marilyn Gitelson had
a litter and T was going to buy a
bitch and had already bought a
dog. She twld me she was keep-
ing the first pick female for her-
self but [ could pick from the
other three running around in
the backyard. It didn't take me
long at all, I saw them all run-
ning around and there was one
bitch that sort of walked away
from the other pups. She would
stand there, pose and look
around, [ always look for that,
I look for a dog that is standing

Bud on ane '.’,'r_?f'i'” % sibdiiion n'r.'&’{'f&!e’.s. out and SAVINg, I'm apart from
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all of this.” 5o I wld Marilyn
that I really liked this bitch, but
[ wanted to see the one she
picked, She brr_:ugh[ her out o
the yard and moved her around.
I'said, “Thank you very much®”
And 1 picked up Mishka and hit
the road! (laughter) In my
opinion, she was hy far and
away the best of the liter. That
proved out because she did bet
ter than any of them in the show
ring. In fact, I don't think the
rest of them finished,

You have to go with your gut
witfinel somelinies, don 'f.!“"?

Sharon: Jim is very good at
analyzing litters,

Lo you have a method, or do you
walch /Frf what fits you?

Jim: It's kind of an instinct,
you might say. It's a feeling I
get about one puppy over the
other, Maybe it's the way it
takes to me or looks.

Sharon: We like them to
pose.

Natural show dogs.

Sharon: Yes. It does help.
When you bring a dog in the
ring that is not going to look at
YOU ...

Jim: You never know what
they're going to do. Mishka
was a beautitul bitch and very
showy, But she had this habit,
when we got to the finals and
the judge picked her out ...
maybe we were in Group or in
Breed and the judge had pulled
out four or five, and she was
just absolutely a picture, When
the judge would come along and
start looking, she would turn
one foot, I have it on video, |
don't know what made her do
ir.

Sharon: She would move
that foot to a pesition that
would almost make her look like
she was strasght stfled.  She did
It every ume.

Jim: She was perfectly
stacked and everything was
going great. I'm feeling good on
the lead, here comes the judge,
and there goes that foot!

Sharon: It was alwavs on
the judge’s side,

Jim: I don't know how
many losses she got becanse of
that foot.

dAnd her perfect bad fiming,
ﬁm{gﬂhyj

sharen: It was always hasd
showing males, too. We were at
some shows in Arizona. Darla
Cassidy and her husband have
beautiful Samoyeds and they
were at the show. They had a
male and a female special

The Sawayed Quarterly
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entered, and we had Bud
entered, When they got to the
show 1 saw they only had the
bitch there and not the dog. I
asked Darla where her dog was
and she said her bitch was in
full-blown season and he doesn’t
do very well when that hap{xns.
I looked at her and said, “Well,
guess what you're going to do to
me!™ {laughter) I went in the
ring and we did take the Breed,
but it was tough. I stayed away

The Samoyed Quarterly

Three of Bud's pugipies.

from her as much as I eould.

15 hard fo heep thetr mines on
Frusemiess then.

Sharon: Yes. Bitches are
much easier to show. They
stick with you a lot better than a
male does. But we kind of like
the males. That's why we'd like
to get another male, and we'd
like him to come down from
Bud. But we haven't found a
bitch yet.

You'll fond feer,

Sharon: We usually get sev-
eral inguiries and we've had a
few that we've had to turn
down, because they have to be
champions. We're not going to
breed to anything that's nota
champion first. It has to have a
compatible pedipgree and I have
to look at them.

Jim: If vou're going 1o get
one, you'd better get with it, kid.
(laughter}

What do you think is the ideal
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Front? What's the shoulder layback?
fs st supposed to be 43 degrees, or
something efse?
Sharon: Forty-five degrees.
What is the tdeal dopline for a

Samay? - Is it fust for looks or G 1t a
Sfunctional topling?
Sharon: It's functional

because of the sled pulling, It's
slightly lower in the rear than it
is in the front,

What & the ideal height for both
a dog and a bitch?



Sharan: Twenty-one inches
for bitches and 23 1/2 inches for
males. The judges did seem o
want to go toward the heavier
boned and bear-type.

What &5 the ideal tal length and
set?

Sharon: It always has to be
up over the back, but loosely,
not tight. The length has to
come down o the hock:

You already said vou wanted the
cars to be smaller, What is the
carset?

Sharon: Not too close, but
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fairly close together. The ears
have to be rounded and not

pointed.
What i the idéal foor?
Sharon: 1 guess you'd

describe it as a litele pad.

Jim: Something that will
work in the snow,

8o a little bt larger fool then?

Sharon: Yes, to go with the
larger legs: You don't want it 1o
be overly large so thavit detracts
from the dog.

What are the most sertons faulty
i the breed today, or the most com-

‘_E-"
WoE

t

mon gnes?

Sharon: Fronts are praba-
bly one of the worst things.
There just aren'’t very many
dogs with good fronts. I have to
say rears too, followed by side
movement. I see more dogs that
look good from the side, and
then aren't good either coming
or going.

Jim: We saw a beautiful
dog in Canada.

Sharon: Yes, he looked a lot
like Bud. The gal had bought

him from Sweden. 1 contacted

8

The specially again without Hhe owners.
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Lyneue Hansen-Blue, the judge,
and told her about the dog, |1
respect her opinion and she said
he was good to look at but his
front was terrible and that
wasn't acceptable inoany way to
her. Jim and I only saw the dog
from the side, but he took two
or three Bests in Show., He's
really flashy, and some of the
judges miss the coming and
going. As long as they look
good from the side and if they
are showy, and this dog was so
showy. In fact, it was cute




because there was one day that
the handler had him in the ring
and Jim was watching outside
the ring. The handler suddenly
realized she didn’t have any
maore bait left and she asked her
assistant for more, The assistant
came runming back with a great
big hot dog. That dog was just
jumping and bounding around
the ring and trying to get at that
hot dog. It ruined him and he
was just awful. (laughter) That
was n the Group and I think he
actually ended up placing.

What hereditary problems can
aop up m Samoyeds?

Sharon: Hereditary prob-
lems include hip dysplasia,
found in many large breeds, and
progressive retinatropy, a blind-
ing eye discase. These must be
controlled through a careful and
regimented breeding program,
and all breeding amimals must
be certified clear.

Also; recent studies have
shown-a significant increase in
awnimmune diseases stemmung
from thyroid disturbances. Dr.
Dodds, 938 Stanford Street,
Santa Monica, California 90403,
{310) 828-4804 is the BEST cer-

tion
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Co-thmea/Bandlen:  Robin Gawen

Oaion's Chgsfal Image
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tfying agency. Hips are cleared
by OFA and cyes by ACVO
{your vet or canine ophthalmal-
ogist will give you the informa-
ton). As these diseases often do
not surface for many months or
years, certification of sire and
dam is the ONLY protection for
VOUr puppy.

Do you think the Samoyed stan-
dard ti a good one? I there anything
about it you'd like ta see changed?

Sharon: There are some
things, but basically it's preuty
good, Any standard you have is
just the judges’ interpretation of
it anyway,

Do you think champions should
be specialed?

Sharon: If 1 had one, I cer-
tainly would, if it was good qual-
ity. Always.

Do you think making the Top
Temor Twenty éans anything?

Sharon: Yes, definitely.
That's the thing to make every-
one know who vou are and
where ydu came from and
where you're going. To have
had the top-winning Samoyed in
the nation was-a very big deal.
And then having him be top
producer. Normally it takes six
champions in Samoyeds to
make your dog a top producer.
Bud had nine that year.

Do you think judging i fatr, for
the most part? Iy there anything you d
{the ta ser impraved?

Jim: I don't know if we real-
Iy have much expertise in that
right now. We've been our of
the ring for so long. It's very
unusual that we find any of the
judges we used to show under,
“They are all new people. To ry
to critique them and not know
them, would be wrong, 1 really
can't say.

Sharon: Whenever we have
watched the Samoveds being
Judged, we usually pick the one
the judge puts up. So I think
they're doing a pretty good job.
Oftentimes, they will put up
owner-handlers over regular
handlers.

Jim: The main thing [ am
happy about is the return of the
bear type. We are seeing that
now,

Things go through fads tn breeds.

Jim: T see some really great
dogs in the ring now.

Would you rather shaw under an
all breed fudge or a breeder-judze?

Sharon: Normally an all
breed judge. There are a lot of
really good breeder-judges too.
But an all breed judge has an
overall look,

The Samoyed Quarlerly

e

Chi.

SN

Ondon's Tchucon of Oakhunst

Co-OunenlBandlen:

In the peast when you were shaw-
ing, when you ran acreis whal you
thought wai peor judzing, do yon
thind il war polifics or the judge befng
wnferadliar with the breed?

Jim:  (laughter) Polities has
always been, and always will be,
a big part of the dog show
world, as it is with horse shows,
cat shows and whatever you're
showing. I think the good thing
about the politics is that vou ger
some sort of strength with some
judges because they know vou,
j‘l’ml“\'c paid your dues. You've
been in the ring hoofing it and
showing dogs for twenty vyears.
Some of the judges take that into
consideration and I think that's
good. The other part of the pol-
ics, where money gets involved
in a big way. is not good. There
was a scandal in the judgmg. 1
can’t remember what year it was
and the judge is now gone.

Tom Weema

There have been a couple of
scandals where judges were
doing what they should not.

Sharon: There are people
who invite the judges out 1 din-
ners, They wine and dine them
and. that makes it prety difficult
for somebody who has never
SEEN the judge before.

Jim: The owner-handler has
4 tough row to hoe. You have
to have a pretty exceptional dog
to get anywhere as an owner-
handler. When a judge flies
across the United States to judge
he sees that same handler i the
ring, day after day, and they
lean that way.

Sharon: When | was show-
ing and 1 would get the premi-
um list, the first thing 1 would
look up was where the judge
was from. If the judge was from
back East that was so much bet-
ter than a California Judge.
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Because the California judges
knew every single ‘one of the
handlers:

{ve heard that before.

Sharon: 1 always asked
where judges were from. Sam
Pizzino and Bill Hickson were
both from Ohie.

Jim: The Midwest has
always been good to us. When
you get to Westminster that gets
pretty political.

Do you think advertising influ-
ences fudges )

Jim: Itcan.

Do you think it's ethical to
relotich advertising photograplis?

Jium: We would never do
that, Not to the dogs,

Sharon: [If there was some-
thing in the background. that
you didn't like, you could cut it
out, but never touch the dogs.

You've always thown your oum
dogs. Dhd you ever use a fro han-




iffer?

Sharon: Yes: we did occa-
sionally, because we wanted to
keep the pro handlers happy
with us. We didn’t want 1o
make encmies out of any of
them, so whenever we were at.a
show -and we entered an extra
dog, we'd hire ane of the pro
handlers o show,

Jim: Not very often.

Sh4mn Most all of the han-
dlers really respected us. We
did very well with all of them.

Jim: Most of them are still
friendly. We see them at the
shows now and even though
we're not showing they'll sull
talk: We don't see a lot of the
judges, though.

Sharom: A lot of them are
gone.

Fue been oul of 1l seven years and
that s very trae.

Sharon: We really liked
Lina Basquette.

Jinl: Did you ever meet
her

N

Jim: She had a very interest-
ing life.

Sharon: Before she wasa
respected dog show judge, she
danced in the Ziegleld Follies in
New York. After that she was-a
silent movic actress.,

im: She had a notorious
friendship with Adolf Hitler.

O my goodness! There's a dain
to dubious fame. {laugihier)

im: She was quite a charac-

She bred Great Danes for
more than twenty years, her
kennel was Honey Hollow,
located in Pennsylvania.

Then there was the tragic
loss of that one couple ...

Sharon: Betsy and Quentin
LaHamm. They lived in Cali-
fornia, near Sue and Tony
DiGiorno who were very good
friends with them. They always
did very well by us in the show
ring, 1 rca!lv loved it whenever
they were Judgjng because they
really judged dogs. and we fek
usuall'y that we had the best
ones there. They treated us
very well. They both gave me
Group Ones with Bud. For one
of the Group Ones, I went back
in and took Best in Show.

Jim: They were neat peaple.

Sharon: They got called
back to Florida for a judging
schedule. They flew down there
and were getting ready to judge
the next day. They were out
driving in the late afternoon and
a car piled into them. There
was no alechal mvolved,

The Samoyed Ouarterly

WINNERS

Onion's Prnincess Vela

{ a-lhwn en/landlen:

Jim: It kalled them both.

Really. I had not heard that.
What a shame.

Jim: He judged at Westmin-
ster.

My mother went to some of his
talks, She had Shepherds.

Jim: He was an expert in
conformation.

Sharon: Yes. He held a
class in Eugene, Oregon that Jim
and [ went to. It was about
soundness and movement, bone
structure.

Jim: He really went into it
very deep. And Betsy was a
good judge.

Let's talk a fittle bit about tratn-
ing. Hing do you train your frififnes
rmd at what age do you start?

Sharon: I start them around
four weeks. I set them up on a
table and teach them to stand
there. [ lift up the rear end,
under the -::mcg and drop it 1
just keep doing that. For the
Front, 1 hift the chest and drop it,
I try to make sure that every
tme I drop it it comes into the
carrect position.  That's how 1
grade them, When I'm ready to
choose a puppy, I pick them up
from the rear and drop themn
and look how they land, I do
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Diane Landatrom

the same thing in the front.
Usually when they land correct-
by EII(“\.' I move correctly.

You used to Fo to a lof of fun
mattches and fr{u}u'rrg eleesses, right?

Sharan: Yes:

Lin't ot e sharne that there are not
meardy so niany fen matches anpmire.

Sharon: I know. For
awhile, they were making ail the
clubs do an extra one per yedr.
It's interesting going back -
when Sam Pizzino called that
dav. He had never called us
before and out of the blue he
calls. Jim put me on the phone
and Sam had read che arncle

S




that The Samoyed Quarterly
had printed up about our histo
ry. He wanted te make sure [
got my judging license. Which I
never did get,

Had you .'f.'u.'.'lz_{.ﬁe' abotl -'.f'umg
mn!f.?

Sharon: Yes, | wanted to do
it, but the Orange County
Sameved Club invited me down
to judge once., The timing
wasi't gl‘_u;ld and [ didn't do it 1
just sort of dropped it then.
have ring stewarded a bit, but T
just:am riot able to get the judg-
mng ;ts:sigzliltcnls.

That 15 a wey thal you beo cn
get back into the shows,

Jim: We've judged at Santa
Cruz,

Sharon: Jim did Best in
Show. Dino Marazzi is the pres-
ident of Santa Cruz Kennel
Club and he would have us
come, [ did the Groups and Jim
did Best in Show., What was
that you put up? Was it an
American Staffordshire? Any-
way, Jim put up this dog and he
was beautiful. I was sitting out-
side the ring and 1 could see
why he put him up. 1 teek pic-
tures of Jim with the dog. Then
I found the owner and it tumned
out the dog was out of the num-
ber one Terrier in the naton.
S0 obviously, he was big time.

Yo missed your calling, _:f':'m.

Sharon: jim knows how to
pick them; no matter what breed
they are. He just looks at them
and knows. [ would never
attempt to pick a dog without
his input,

Have you done any sledding or
any obedience other than conformaiion
with any of your Samoyeds?

Sharon: No. [ bought a
sled from Dog Show Specialties
once, | paid $300 for the thing.
At that ume we lived on top of a
hill in Neweastle. [ went out
there with this contraption, ]
had bought all the harnesses and
hooked up the Samoyeds, They
looked as happy as heck, but the
thing was, [ couldn’t go down
the hill. If they start going
down the hill the sled will go
faster than the dogs because it's
on wheels.

So what did you do with the
sled?

Sharon: I returned . It
was shightly used, but we never
did anvything.

How tmportant is {raining to
winning i conformation

Sharon: Very important.
You have to have a dog that will
pull inte position with both front
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feet and both rear feet coming
down nice and straight. The sti-
fle has o be in the correct posi
tion. You can't get to that point
without doing substantial train-
ing to get them to appear to be a
natural presence in the ring,

D you have specific aduice to
ozemers wiho went to handle thetr aun
dags?

Jim: Good luek! (laughter)
In almost every breed there
have gotten to be so many pro-
fessional handlers, it appears to
me to be really tough to starn
now,

Sharon; You have to be
absolutely certain that vour dog
is well trained and impeccably
groomed,

Wonld you uae&gt’ﬂ .fl‘l.!,t:r' _lr;':IEIH an
all breed, breed dub or go o handdling

Robin Gowen

classes?
Sharon: Yes, all of the
above. If there are any

Samoved clubs around, that
would be helpful.  They would
probably be able to put you on
to handling classes. The way I
learned was by going to han-
dling classes every week. It
didn't take wo long to where |
was able to go in and do it
myself. [ work with people as if
[ were the judge - telling them
what to do, where to stand, to
go down and back. They're in
line, I call them forward and
make sure they learn that they
have to bring their dog around
and have the rear end of the dog
right in front of me. They have
to be off a couple of feet o the
side. That is one of the biggest
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mistakes people make. They go
down and back, and the judge
can only see THEIR rear end
going down and back, not the
dog’s. Being unable to go in a
straight line 15 one of the biggest
problems that owner-handlers
have. It was my original prob-
lem. Iwasall over the ring.

Da o think a breed should d'r.r_.
ar be able to do, wohat i s &n‘d.fr':f'
artesally?

Jim: Yes.

Sharon: It would be nice.
but it's very difficult.

Jim: Think of the hunting
dogs - Terriers and Sporting
dogs. They have 1o go out to
these trials to go all the way,
So they should be able . I'm
trying to think of a dog that was
bred for what it can’t do any-




more = the 5t. Bernard doesn't
carry his jug anymore, [don't
know what the Havanese was
bred for. To grow hair, I guess.
|'I:Lu£,]1wr'|

You've trained a ot of dogs ouer
the years:  But what have the dogs
daught bath of you?

Jim: I've always had dogs as
pets. But getting into dog show-
ing and breeding became such a
big part of our life. A good part,
because of the friends we met
and the traveling we did. We
showed in Mexico, in Canada,
back to Westminster. It was a
way of life and a darned good
one. We met a lot of people
from all walks of life.

Sharon: Almost always
when vou meet motor home
people; even if vou're in an RV
park, they're always neat. We
were i an RV park and I need-
ed a cube of butter for dinner, 1
went into the litde store there
and the guy said they didn't
carry butter. And a guy who
was in there said, “Oh I've got
butter back in my rig. Come
with me," I went over there and
zot a cubé of butter. RVers are
very thoughtful and that's why
Jim and T like this life. There
was a period a few years ago
that we actually did thus full time
for three years. Now, it's beena
vear and a month since last
September.

Jim: We kept a lot of the let-
ters that we've received [rom
people we sold puppies to. The
Christmas cards that say,
*Grandpa and Grandma, here |
am under the tree.”

Sharon: I was just looking
at some the other day, [ starte
collecting the leters and putting
them in an A-to-Z fle. All of
these people were wildly raving
about their dogs and how happy
they are that they bought them

from us. It makes us feel very
good.
Jim: There were some great

letters.

Sharon: I do the same thing
with Jim's contracting business,
In the past, when he's built
houses EI people they send him
really nice notes to let him know
how great he was. 1 started a
binder of all the letters and call it
First Built Home.

You wonder what peaple think
after tame, dom 't you?

Jim: Yes. It's so nice 1o get
those Christmas cards.

Sharon: Speaking of Christ-
mas cards, Jim does this every
year, He is a great writer and
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writes poems. Every year we do
a spectal Christmas card. Tt's
always got a dog on it. We send
it out to a couple hundred peo-
ple.

Jim: That's why we get
these letters back.

Sharon: This is a card we
did last year. I went into Fred
Meyer and saw this big Santa. 1
went to the manager and asked
if I could bring my dog in and
stand him next to the Sanea, 1
took him in and got this picture.
This is one of the poems that
Jim wrote:

“It’s that wonderful, beaut-

Cg—ﬂh!ﬁ?.k;‘" ﬁaﬂn’l CRS

ful time of the year, when crisp
winter winds carry songs of
good cheer. When each of us
plan in our own special way, the
gifts we might give on this
Christrmas Day. QOur thoughts
wander back like leaves in the
breeze, to earlier days and bright
Christmas trees. 'We smile and
remember the ones we hold
dear, fiiends and relations who

are 1o longer here. But most of

all we wish to say to each of you

here, Merry Christmas to all

and a Happy New Year. -

From Sharon, Bandit and Jim,”
That i very prethy.
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Valaaie d’i_-nrulan

Sharon: Jim does this every
vear. [ just have to put some
Christmas stufl around, T sic him
down and give him his notepad
and tell him to write me a poem.

A eup of kot apple ader to bring
i the feeling? Lets falk about your
breedmg and whelfing praciices now,
Are your breedings natural or con-
tralled?

Sharon: Natural, always.

Hew do you  determine a_ fafr
studd foed

Sharon: The swud fee
should be about what the first
pick puppy would sell for. But
it doesn't always happen that




way. Usually the stud fees are
much lower than what the per-
son could get, That's why 1
always prefer to wake first pick.
I just got an email from a
woman who bought a Samaoyed
from us years.ago. It died a
couple of years ago. [ get calls
almost every week from some-
one who wants to buy a
Samoyed. She told me how
great we were and I told her I
still had her letters. She asked if
I knew anyone. [ told her I had
three people 1 could recom-
mend. One is Lynette Hansen-
Blue (Polar Mist) in Oregon
who breeds beaunful dogs. The
others are Bo Gloster and Doug
Haldeman (Shaman) in Wash-
ington, I told her I was hoping
to find a bitch to breed Bud o,
but it was something T could not
give a timeline for, She said that
was fine and she was going ta
wait.. Then she asked how
much of a deposit she could
send to me. I told her not o,
but it made me feel good. I
think every single litter we've
had owver the years was sold
before it was born. 1 would
make people fill out question-
naires and send me pictures of
their families so | could get a
feeling about where the ]pu;:p}-‘
was going. Also so I could pick
out what kind of temperament
to pick out for that person.

Were your males at stud to vul-
side buiches?

Sharon: Only if they were
champions.

Hae you ever refused to service
a bitch?
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Sharon:
time.

For what reqsons?

Sharon; First if they aren’t a
champion, Or maybe they have
a Dudley nose and pigment
breaks. Maybe they're just too
wolfish-looking. There are a lot
more reasons to turn them
down than thére are to accept
them,

Would you breed to o dog with a
serious faalt 1f he were oubstanding i
all other areds?

Sharon: No, I wouldn't
breed to a dog with a serious
fault.

Jim: That would be carry-
ing on something you don't
Wt to carry on.

Hihat jnff.'.s, ather than eve color,
winild keepr you from breeding a dog?

Sharon: The pigment; lay-
back ...

Jim: Hip dysplasia, teeth,
bad bite ...

Sharon: Presence and atti-
tude. As [ said, being able to
pick it up, drop it-and have it
fall into place.

Hier many hitters do you think a
Biteh should have? What's the
youngeit a biteh showld be bred?-

Sharon: The youngest
would be between a year and
eight months and two years.
Normally the maximum is two
times.

Do you ever help your bitches
whelp? If 5o, how do you do that?

Sharon: No, I don't really
help them other than be with
them and have oxytocn just in
case I need i 1 have my trusty
vet standing by in case I havea

Oh ves: all the

problem.

D you supplementally feed your
very young puppies?

2 Ehmqgjﬁ;P%h, yes,

What do you use?

Sharon: 1 give them fish il
capsules, egg volk and Lipo-
derm. 1 also give them a diges-
tive enhancement powder.

At what age and how do you
wednt prafines? bu‘:-wu e them or
fet the bnich do it?

Sharon: I assist the bitch
and make snre she gets enough
breaks. 1 have the puppies get
less and less time with her,

At what ages do you evaluate

your pupptes for pet or show?

sharon: I start gcuin% a
good idea at eight weeks. I'm
absolutely positive by the tenth.

Hawe ever culled a Biter or put a
ety o ?

; #gharon: No, I've never had
to, fortunately,

How dp you determme whai a
sty pofipny should sell for?

Sharon: Normally whatever
the market is at that particular
time. It's pretty hard to get the
prices out of Samoyeds. T feel
they have always sold for less
than what they should. It’s
interesting that for the Havanese
you can't touch a puppy for
under $1,400, even for a pet.
They go up to around $3,000.
Yet the Samoyeds sell as pets
around $600. And you MAY be
able to ger $1,500 for a top
show, but probably more Lkely,
about $1.200. I keep up with

things by looking at Dog Fangy

magazine. [saw that there were
about eight ads for Samoyeds

Christmas card fhotos,
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and 28 for Havanese. I don't
understand how they can keep
the prices up so much, and yet
they've got so many on the mar-
ke

Linfess they ‘re smell bitters.

Sharon: They don't have as
hig of litters as Sammies do.

Dia you sell on terms, pagin-back
contracts or aah?

Sharon: [ sell somenmes for
cash. Normally if it's show
quality, I co-own it and give the
people a reduction. Then I'll
take a puppy back and approve
the stud. "

Do you sell on spay/neuter con-
frads?

Sharon: Limited registration
is the way I do'it.

Ity a miee tool that we didn't
fawe years ago.

S‘iﬂ.nron: Yes. There is only
one thing I don’t like about lim
ited registration. 1 feel that
AKC should set it up so that
you cannot breed or AKC regis-
ter the puppies, but I don't feel 1t
should prehibit you from being
able to show. Maybe someone
buys a pet, sees it's a really nice
dog and would like to ke it out
and see how it does in the show
ring. 1If it makes its champi-
onship, then you release them.

There s some kind of process
where you can reverse that, bul you
have to reverse it before you van shovw.

Sharon: I'd like to be able
to reverse it after testing the
waters. Say that it's a limited
contract. You may not breed
this dog or register anything
that's from i, but yvou can show
it. You can take 1t 1o an AKC




feel happy about the stability of
the home. -

Do you have any whelping stortes
M}w‘yr:;:&i {ike i :ﬁm‘f; 2

Sharon: Only a bad one. A
lot of times the vets didn’t have
scales in their offices like they
do now. You didn't go in and
weigh vour doﬁ before you saw
the vet, which they're doing
now. [ remember we had a li-
ter when we were living in
Auburn, and the vet had to do a
c-section, She just couldn’t push
them out and she had been

iven the oxytocin shot. I just
ﬁlidm want to wait any longer,
so we did a csection, He put
her so far out, because [ think
he saw all that hair and thought
she weighed 25 pounds more
than she did. Not only did she
not wake up for a day, but all
the puppies died. He was
pulling the puppies out and |
was trying to save every ont of
them, But I couldn't'save any.

That i sad.

Back when you had the dags,
what did you feed them?

Sharon: [ used to feed the
puppies Purina Puppy Chow. It
was a little round kibble. There
was some kind of sugary coating
and the puppies loved it! 1 can’t
find it now or I'd still be using it.

It was a milk coating and they
took it off the Pappy Chew norw.

Sharon: T've bought several
different bags of it to see what it
looks like. I can’t find it any-
where, so they don’t carry it
anymaore, That was one of the
best things. I also used Redbarmn
food but you have to grate it.
You used to be able to buy it
grated or solid, Now you have
to grate it. So I had to buy a
special grating tool and have Jim
.:E::Jp the food into pieces belore

I could start grating it. Then I'd
freeze part of it. Right now I'm
using Flint River Ranch dog

food. Any kind of dog food you
feed to Samoyeds there should
be no beet pulp in it. Beet pulp
makes them turn a bright red
when they drool or lick them-
sélves. So you want chicken
meal or lamb to be the first
ingredient, You dea't want to
start out with a soy product or
something else. You want to
make sure it's'a meat content
and no beet puIF. I think 98
percent of dog tood has beet
Eulp in it. I had to go to Flint
iver Ranch and it 1s a really
great food. It's high quality with
no-beet pulp.
Honw important do you. think dist
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Sharon: It's very important.
Jim doesn’t feed them, He just
drives them. He's been drivin
all of our motor homes an
buses everywhere. We'll be

oing to some show and we
Ea\-‘cn't been there for a year but
he knows exactly where to tum
to get there. [ don’t remember it
umtil we get inside.

What are your favorite grooming
lechnigques that you use?

Sl%amn: I found recently at
Sally's Beauty Supply a really
wide-toothed comb. It is so nice
to comb them: with that first and
then use the smaller combs.
You can get all the mats out
with the wide comb. Also,
when you're bathing them
shampoo first then condition.
Leave the conditioner on for
awhile and take a hair lift comb

and run it through every part of

the dog's body. It eliminates all
the mats and tangles.
Do you .'mzl.;c' & _ﬁ:z.'m;;r muﬁﬁ-
i et or sha that you lthe!
g%?{amm I:P'?pgallcd Green
Apple,
A le & wp #
Smn:%n, it's a dog
shampoo. Bandit's hair was
kind of curly for awhile and I
was toid I should use Pantene
shampoo to take the curl out. 1
did use that on him a few times
and it came out prewty good,
The Green .Z.Eplc 15 a litle bet-

ter. I's a really deep condition:
er,

Do you do any sessoring with a
Sammy]

Sharon: Just the feet,

What about whiskers? D you
leazve themt on or off?

Sharon: On. I used to take
them off beeause everybody was
taking them off. Then I saw 2
few people letting them grow
and 1 decided I was going 1o let
them grow too,

hen you had all of your dogs,
did you have the males and fem
all together, or did you need fo keeh
them sefiarale?

Sharon: Normally they
were all together. There was
one of Bud's puppies that I kept.
[ finished his championship and
he was an absolutely beautiful
dag. He and Bud just could not

et along. [ found a fantastic
amily who had bought a do
from me twenty years before.
Elaccd Harley with them and
ept breeding rights and show
rights. Since they live out in
Grass Valley and I'm up here in
Oregon, I really didn't do too

much with it. But I always keep
the rights just in case I'm in the
area and want to do it.

What aduvice wonld yow give fo
breeders who are fust starting vut?

Sharon: Look at the Top
Ten Samoyeds listed in one of
the breed magazines. Research
the pedigrees. I would really
like 1o be able to find one of
those Top Ten dogs that is an
owner-handled dog. T would
look at type also.

Do you think they should go to
the kennels with the big winners to
purchase a pup?

Jim: It's a geod place to
start. Racehorses prove the fact
of what breeding does. They
prove it over and over again
and you ean't argue with it.

Do you want to mention whal
kennels you think may be the best
today and why?

Sharon:  Carol Hjort's
Jubilee kermels. Doug Halde-
man and Be Gloster of Shaman
kennels are doing a very good
job wo,

Do you think that the parent ceb
i o mu%)'x to educate fudges and
new! merabers

Jim: I don’t think we can
speak to that,

Do you think there i adequate
literature out there available on the
breed ?

Sharon: Yes. Dolly Ward's
book is really fabulous,

Jume: It's the bible.

Sharon: Dolly and Bob
were both all breed judges. She
died and - you know it some-
times happens with couples - a
few months later Bob was gone
too.
1 hnow you satd you have your
dog: photos on the computer. Do you
nse the computer i any other wa
with: your dogs? Do you lave peci-

s ondine?

Sharon: Yes.

Are you an any infernet lisls with
them?

Sharon: With the Samoyed
Club of America, yes. That's
why we're still gewing calls after
all this time and people still
remember my kennel name. In
fact, if Robin had stayed in the
breed, I would have liked to
have her carry on our line. We
really were enmeshed on who to
breed to.

How have the dogs affécted your
festyle?

Sharon:
them.

Jim: If you're in it whole
hog and you're going to shows,
it 1s your lifestyle. It hasn't

It revolves around
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and determmed that

unfl he was on there.

affected your lifestyle, it IS your
lifestyle. y

Sharon: [ can’t wait to get
the AKC Gazette and find out
which shows are within a 500-
mile radius.

Jim: Where are we going to
spend our free time, or where
are we going to go for vacation?
Are there going to be any dog
shows there? Well we coul
swing here, go w Montana, go
here. oh we'll make the circuit,
It tells you where you're going,
when you're going, how long
}'uu‘rlc going to be there and the

e you're gong to meet,
pcoghaﬁdn: "E"t I'E.*w back with
Bud o Chicagg. That was the
time he ook the Futurity and
the Sweepstakes, I think he just
about took everything, plus an
Award of Merit. He was less
than a year old. At the end of
the trip, the plane made a stop
in Texas. That means they
have to tansfer our dog. We
had several other people going
on flights in ather directions.
We got to the Texas airport and
[ walked up and told the gal that
before I got on the plane T want-
ed to make sure my dog was on
board, She said she couldn’t do
that. 1 told her 1 wanted her to
call a manager and be sure my
dog was on that plane. I wasnt

omng to leave Texas without
!gmowing Bud was in his crate.
They brought a manager over
ud was
NOT on the plane. Jim and 1
looked everywhere for him for
four hours! The manager was
trying to help find him. I starred
calling all of my friends o find
out il he happened o be put on
one of their planes.

Jim: They found him on the
tarmac in a crate. Somebody
had just parked his crate outside
and never loaded him!

Sharon: He was just sitting
there,

Woui, that's scary,

Sharon: Yes, it was scary.
So then 1 asked them to put him
on the plane and confirm that he
was on it, ’ o

sd Mhing youe didn 't leawe
g Who knoes
frer lomg he would fhave saf there.,

Jim: Or where he would
have wound ap. They thought
he might have gone back to
Chicago.

Sharon: They had some
ideas on where he might have
gone.

I had a haneller friend showing
the mumber one Akita many years ego,




and that Akite wound up several
states gway, from .Pr’.'?'.lffdﬂf{‘{ where he
was supposed to be. So that'’s a very
real thang,

Sharon: When you're trav-
eling with dogs like that, always
make certain. If you push the
people, they will check, but they
don't want to.

That's a very good iesson for pro-
Ple. What are some of the benefiés of
feing i dogs?

Sharon: It's fun to go to the
shows and we like to be with
them. Just sitting here; I stll
remember Bud and he would
always lay behind that chair
there. He would lay up there on
the carpet and Jim and I would
sit down at 5:30 and have a
cocktail before dinner. We
would take out the 1ce cubes and
throw them across the room.
Bud would lift up his head and
catch them.

Jim: That was lus: cocktal
hour. (laughter)

Sharon: We didn't give him
very many. At night, he would
lay on my side of the bed and
sleep. In the middle of the
night, he would move over o
Jim’s side. They don't like to
sleep with you because it's too
hot,

What have been some af the
drazobacks of being tn dogs?

Jim: Well, you spend a lot
of money that you should have
hung onto. (laughter) T ean't
even estimate how much money
we've spent.

Maybe you don't really want fo
either.

Jim: That's prebably why I
can't. I'm talking abow kennels
we've built, fencing we've done,
crates we've bought, vet bills,
motor homes, gas, parking, reg
istration fees, You know how it

i5s, They don’t éven blink an
eye to charge you $50 to park at
one of these shows.

Sharon: For the Eugene

Kennel Club show, I called Bob
Danberg because we wanted to
go to it and I didn’t get the pre-
mium list. The fees to enter the
dog went over 325 a day and
the parking was $50,

Jim: You can go stay ina
first-class RV park with 50 amp
and all they had was 110 plug.
We can’t even function on tha
i this bus, It blows it. It's just
very expensive,

Sharon: That's what was
good about Canada. They
don’t do it anymere, but at least
in ‘86 they'd give you money for
doing these things, Here in the
States; I'd win a Breed and
would geta trophy. Certainky if
I got Group One, I'd get a big-
ger trophy. And Best in Show 15
a great big giant trophy, But
now, you win the Breed and all
you get is @ medaflion. They
don’t pay you back in any way.
It just doesn't seem right. I'd
rather pay a few dollars more
for the entry fee at the start, giv-
ing some people some money
for awards. It helps keep the
game going,

Looking at the benefits and

drawbacks, world you say it'’s been
weorth i@

Jumt Yes, It's a great way of
life. You see these people who
have families who are still in it
with the kids showing now, It
may be expensive, but you can
go out and shoot a round of golf
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and it's a couple hundred bucks.
If you belong to # club, you got
your dues to pay. 5o I guess
you spend that money some-
where, You've got a speedboat
or vou've got something,

Thank you very mich,

Both: Thank you. -




ey, . tonisnind fom pegr T

majored in [beral arts and dalb-
bled in art history, She did take
a few art classes but she did not
do well, This was the time
when abstract painting was all
the rage and Alice was not able
to think in the abstract.

In the years following gradu-
adon, Alice continued to dabble
in many artstic ventures. She
enjoyed glassblowing and mak-
ing jewelry in Gatlinburg, Ten-
nessee. [t was here that she
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became [ascnated with someone
she saw doing airbrush painting,
She bought one for herself and
starting practicing in her kitchen
for many months, She got a job
working with tourists in Gatlin-
burg-and was on her way, start-
g by painting people’s pets on
t-shares. Her vet saw her are-
work and talked to her about
dog shows. Having no experi-
ence with dogs shows: she really
had no 1dea what her vet was
talking about, but four years
later there was a Saint Bernard

Summer

Mational Spe-
cialty in the
arca and her
vet talked her
nto getting a
booth, The
show was held
outdoors in the
constant rain,
but the people
there helped
her keep her
tent up
through the
downpours
and even
bought some
of her items.
She went away
amazed at the
world she had
found, hoping
that maybe she
could make a living painting
something she loved, Although
she stayed at her tourist job for
a few more years, evenmally she
was able to work full time domng
art for the dog show communi-
ty,

Alice has been doing dog
shows now for about 25 years,
meeting some wonderful people,
not only the exhibitors; but also
the fellow vendors who have
made her life on the road so
pleasant, She airbrushes just
about anything people bring to
her from shirts, toilet seats, slate.
rolling pins, ironing boards to
leather bags, agates, mailboxes
and tire covers. She also does
some scratchboard drawings as
well as brush painting with ani-
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mals, her favorite subject.

In 2000, Alice met the man
who was to become her hus-
band, George Fawver. They
have been married for four
years and he has become her
best friend, Geprge goes with
Alice to shows, helping to drive
and unload the van and setting
up the booth. He has become
an accomplished “clear coater”
of her paintings, enabling her to
complete most of her orders at

the shows. Since most of us
want mstant gratificacion, taking
the hmished picture home is a
bonus.

A small, 150-year-old log
cabin in the mountains of cast
Tennessee 15 where Alice and
George call home. With the
newly added stedio from where
she is alile to view nature at it's
finest, Alce is able to areate her
works of art, Il you are interest-
ed in a special item of your own,
contact Alice at: - alice@ pooch-
painter.com. *




