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The Samayed Quarterly

Samoyed people

The Samoyed Ouarnterly
Talks with
Robert and Constance Gaskin
BOBMARDON
Grimshy., Ontario, Canada

This tnternew was conducled at
the home of Bob aned Connge Gashin
m fuly 2002 fy Lyome Robertson.

Hme many years have you been
o Samayeds?

Bob: This is our 38th year.

Connie: [ got my first
Sammy in 1964,

Fow did you first get started in
dngz? )

Connie; [ actually got start-
¢d first, and then Bol came on
the scene later.

Bob: She got her first
Sammy in 1964 as a pet, like
most people start out

Geomnie:  His call name was
Nikki. He was a companion
dog, and we made all kinds of
mistakes with that dog. We had
a humongous yard, but [ didn’t
think the dog was gewing
enough exercise. So we all
decided that when we were
going o take the dog out for a
walk, we were hr:mfr to Tun with
him. Well, he got into the habi
of every tme he was on a leash,
he was running, The kids
would run with him, 1 would
run with him, and I suppose thae
15 how we all staved healthy.
Nikki's registered name was
Snowland’s Nikki of Nomad,
His grandsire was Ch. Snow-
land’s Ziska Buck: an Enghsh
imiport;

Wiy did you choose Samayeds,
anied fore did Sou gel your first showe
t.lr&' ri

Ceonme: With my first dog,
vou couldn't walk down the
street calmly with him because
he felt it was a big running
game. So [ decided o ake him
to obedience class. Of course, as
soon as we got out of the car he
wanted to run. It was a hig
learning experience for me; 1
realized as time went by that the
dog was geuing better and bet-
ter. To uws, and tw any of our
fricnds, he was -2 gorgeous dog:
But the mannerisms of that dog,
he needed obedience. He would
do all kinds of wicks: he would
sit, bow, shake hands, even kind
of salute. He could walk on his

hind legs, and do lots of tricks. |
could ask him to sing and he
would, and if he was too loud I
would say, “Quietly,” and he
would tone it down. [ guess that
is why | chose a Sammy. My

second dog was over a year of

age. | got her from a breeder
|:|.nr|]1 I.JI Toronto, That was

Koweeka's Theena, from Mary
Lawson’s breeding. Mary used

to'get a lot of her dogs from
Bewy Dixon. who was ui Liska
kennels. ‘That was a big kennel
in the *60s. Betty Dixon was
from England, Jncl she would go
over 1111_11' b visit and EJ]]]]L
dogs back. Most of her dogs
were: from England, and then
she did her breedings here in
Canada.

Was your second dog from
English lines, thea?

Connie; Yes,

Bob: Wasn't that your firse
brood bitch?

Comnie; Yes, w was, That
was Tkeena, My first licer was
n 1967,

What made you _firs! decide to

shime and breed?

Gonnie: | initially went to
Beny Dixon. She was showing
her dogs, and I always thought
they looked nice. The dogs
were 5o well-behaved and
rroomed. Not that our dog
wasn't groomed, it seemed like
he was being bathed all the time!
He was in the b as ofien as the
kids were,

Bob: You were ]u-nkmb foor
an activity that would mvolve
the children, oo,

Connie: On September 24,
1966, 1 ook Tkeena into the
ring and we won our first rib
bon. On November 2 that same
year we picked up a first place
ribbon at the International
Samayed Suciety Specialty. 1
joined the Canadian Samoyed
Club and was well on my way
to being a “doggy person.” It
was not that I was lookmg for all
kinds of awards or anything, it
Just seemied like a fun thing o
do. The kids wanted to go out
and- see things, so ['would drag
them all over the place. It was a
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family activity.

Bob: Tkeena's brst licter
was very interesting. It wias one
of those things that ndrmally
would have devasiated anyone
else. There were seven puppies,
and by six months of age, six of
the seven had very marked hip
dysplasia. In any event, at that
ume there was no hip dysplasia
prevemative program. Nobody
was doing the x-rays and so on.
This was in the late 19605, 1am
not saving anything against pre-
vious breeders, Imcmus< we all
experienced something, We
have all moved on now, The
diagnostic tests just weren't
there to begin with,

Connie: I started talking
more to different people. I
phoned Mary Lawson, who |
got Theena from. and talked to
her. Not having a liwer before,
what did I know? [ thought she
was older and more know ledge:
able, sinee she had livers l::.E.llc
I told her I was experiencing this
}Jruhlcm. and that people who

ad gotten pupp;m from mie
ook thr:m L0 velerinarians and
were told the dogs had hip dys
plasia. The joints weren't func
voning properly and things like
that. [ told her 1 wasn't saying it
was anvthing she had done, but
T asked her for any idea of how |
could correct this. These people
were devastated. I had never
kept a puppy fram that litter,
and [ didn’t know how to han-
dle it.

One of the veterinarians
asked i the parents had been »-
rayed, and the parents of the
puppies had néver been xrayed,
[ asked Mary Lawson if
Thkeena's parents had been, and
she said they had not. Mary
decided she would get her dogs
sraved: she had ten champions
in her kennel. She x-rayed those
ten champions, and eight were
dysplastic. She didn't know! It
is a touchy subject, and we will
be stepping on toes. but those
older breeders are since gone.
Anvway, Mary phoned Betry
Dixon, and told her what was
happemng: Betty said it had
nothing 1o do with us, and that
it had to be a virus. These are
some of the things, a few of us
older breeders sort of laugh
about now, because that is an




Journal.

casy: way of explaining things,
You see, nobody x-raved dogs
back then, We are not pointimg
fingers.

Bob: The tests were just
becoming avatlable then: Even-
tually, u’f course, the veterinary
community became able o diag-
nose this through an x-ray,
There is a veterinary college
here in Onmtario called the
Ontario Veterinary College
(OVC) that has a program
wherehy breeders can take their
dogs, have them x-raved and be
certified free. That is the pro-
gram we got into immediately.
From then on, all breeding stock
got x-rayed., Gong from the
pu.chg'u:aﬁ i 1967, if yvou go four
or live generations deep and
none of them: were certified, we
can take a 1994 or 1995 pedi-
gree from our kennel and go a
least four back to see OFA or
OVC hip dysplasia-free dogs.
That was the plus of getang that
discovered. Nermally, it would
have knocked a breeder out on
their car! The faet that we got it
right off set off the alarm bells.
We found out how o handle it
and in the long term. how to
lessen the incidence of it

We have, as a breed nation-
ally, and this is applicable in
Candda and the United States
because we do both OFA and
OVC since we exhibit in the
United Staves, That is how we
got inta the hip dysplasia pro-
gram. That was the hrst genetic
screeming we did. In the late
6ls, our national club, the
Samoved Associavon of Canada
which was founded in 1966, was
the first breed club in North
America or i Eurape that had
inn its constitution that its pur-
pose was to climinate hip dys-
plasia. They linked with the
Ontario Veterinary College, 50
that not only could vou get a
certificate from the college, but
as a member of the national club
in Canada, vou would get a cer-
tificate saying vour :iog was
clear, And they would publish
those dogs that eleared in the
tm we jumped on to
that, and ‘;tthscqurxml\ over a
period of time, we still had u of
course, but it was less,

Connie: It is not like we just
sort of started this kind of thing,
There were a lot of breeders
who were experiencing prob-
lems. and the national club
addressed it. [ had this six-
maonth-old puppy and she was
really nice, lving there all the
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Aurora KC.

BEsT OF

‘HIHNER5

“Koku,

time, I told my son when the
puppics were small that he could
keep a |Jl1|:i)}', He prcked that
puppy. and she was so sweet
and good. 'We had a puppy
runm, a big area close to the
house, and every ume [ would
look outside, 1 could see her
lyving around all the tme. She
was alwavs sort of curled up
into i ball, OF course, it was not
that cold out that she was irying
to keep warm or something,
My eye wasn't trained to look
for anything out of the ordinary.

As she got older, she was
having Imublc standing, She
had a nice front, really buily up
nice and solid, because she was

using that for attempting to
stand. She had 1o pull her rear
end up. Her back end was
weaker all the:-ume., You could
see it. She had muscles up front,
and her legs were really skinny
and through the back end. 1
studied her, and I didn’t like the
way she was mamring. The
front was more muscular. So I
ok her in and had her srayed.
and she didn't pass. She was so
bad, we all cried.

Bob: The fip side is as you
see some of that, vou begin to
pick it up. You can pick up on
the gait and from what your
eves tell yvou, and you start to
see it 1ean say that about Con-
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" Bobmardon s Rlangdyhe Koko o 1981,

me, | am amazed that she 1550
miuch better at it than I'am. In
some cases. she will say she
doesn’t like the gait on a dog,
even at six months old. When
vou see that. it is like any activi-
ty, if you are not exposed to it
vou don't-know. Medical dec-
tors today don't understand
polio because they haven't seen
it in years. If you don’t see
these things. you don't get an
eye for it. She has an excellent
eve for gait in thar respect, so
that is the flip side. You hate to
see a dog have i, but if you
don't see i, you don't pick it up.

Hey many lifters have you bred?

Connie: I don’t think we



have had that many.

Bab: We have been owners,
breeders, and exhibitors, some-
times all at once and sometimes
Sometimes we have just

oL,
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enough of those two dogs ta
think something preat was going
to come out ofit. That is why |
don’t like to say this is my best
litter.

Sevena ane Sparh s pups with Donme in 1972,

been owners and not breeders.,
In that 38-year span, believe it
or not, there were about seven-
teen where we never had a licer.
Not seventeen straight, but over
that tme:. So we didn't have
great numbers. In other words,
we have had 44 htters to date
over the 21 years that we have
had litters. That's ancaverage af
W Per Vear,

Which wias yaur best fitter?

Bob: That is a good ques-
tion, There are a variety of
“answers because it depends what
you are speaking about. Do you
say okay, out of that litter seven
were champions? There is ane
livter that comes o mind; out of
seven pups there were four
champions. If you look at con-
formation and use thet as a
benchmark as how vour dogs
are going toward the standard,
or vour breeding program, then
we have done that pwice. That
15 not bad.

Connie: If vou start saying
who vour best litter was, that is
high Pr..iisc tor those two dogs: 1
feel like every attempt we have
tried to do; as far as having a
real good litter, we thought

Bob: You can say that
based on conformaton resulis,
this is our best Jitter, but you
can take another litter and say
that we had six puppies in that
litter, and they all went to pet
homes. We have had fificen let-
ters over four véars that said,
“Outstanding!” They are preat
with the kids, they have never
had better dogs, the dogs are
Fantastic and their temperaments
are oustanding,

Connic: We oy 1o breed
for temperament first. for the
families.

Bob: These are some of the
positive things. When 95 per-
cent of our puppies are going 1o
go into pet homes, our number
on¢ goal is temperament. We
want to breed to the standard, of
course, but we want that puppy
to leave hére and go into a fami-
Iy. I we have done our assess:
ment information right about
the family, is it a good fit for
that particular family and
puppy, have we read that puppy
night, if we do that, then we get
these letters back with positive
feedback.

Connie:  Not every puppy

has turncd out, though we try.
They leave here with great tem-
peraments, but you will get one
sometimes where the dog has
been ted up in the backyard or
something. For instance, one
puppy had been kept mostly in
the basement, We brought that
puppy back.

Bob: To answer your ques-
von about the best litter, there
was one where we had the four
champions in the “90s, Out of
that litter came the top Samoved
in 1994 and 1996, In that partic-
ular case, his call name was
Erik. That was Ch. Bobmardon
Quasar O'er Ladakha. What
happened with that litter was
there was six males and one
female. Erik came out of that lit-
ter, and initially we: had him,
Connie and I both agreed he
was a dog that could go places
s0 we hung on te ham for a
while, We decided we were
really busy, so we might want to
eo-own him. Barbara Van Loon
of Ladakha kennels caime down
and agreed to co-own him with
us, and off ‘she went with the

PUppy.

Connie: We sort of twisted
her arm. (laughter)

Bob: We co-owned him and
handled him together, and after
a while she wanted to own him
outright. Butit was through her

1596.

Connie: ' We all had a hand
in getting his Canadian and
American  championships.
though,

oh: We were all in there
rootng for him, of course. Also
out of that litter was the one
female that we had to send to
France, Bobmardon's Friska Fly-
ball. It had 1o stare with the ler
ter F that year o register them.
We had made arrangements
with a breeder, Mde, Tronche in
France, to send a puppy over, so
Friska went over there. She
calls her Fly. In any event, she
is a person who sleds. We don't
have a picture of her, but she
kept the qup}'. and at about
three years of age Mde. Tronche
put her on her three-dog sled
tcam and competed at the
French Navomals in the French
Alps; She came in first! So here
is an outstanding sled dog, and
here s the top Samoyed in
Canada and they are litermates:
50 to me, if you are looking at a
litter, T think that Jasper x Kiska
would be one of our better ones.
As a side story, we owed this
breeder in France a puppy and
Connle went over to France.
She wanted another Sam. Cone
nie tells it bewer than [ do ..,

Connie: [ semt her a dog,
and she wasn't too happy with 1

Koystad, Charo, Jane and Nomg m 1973,

cfforts that he became a special.
She took him out and cam-
paigned him in 1994 w make
him the top, then giave him a
vear's rest and took him out
again in 1996, He was Top
Samoyed in Clanada again in
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and the hips didn’t clear. Our
philosophy and our contract
says we have 1o replace it.. She
actually wasn't my breeding, it
was just at the tme we had quite
a few dogs. so we decided she
might be happy with this one




because it was the right leg
length and things like that. Any-
way, the dog went to France but
it didn’t work out. 1 felt so
guilty: if there is.a healih issue
with any of the dogs that we
have or that we are breeders of
or anything, I like to make
everybody happy. 1 told her
Bob was on the Superdog circuit
with a dog, and she was great-
looking with a great disposition,
5he was about three years of
age; she was a champien and
her hips were good, 1 told Bob 1
had to see where my dogs were
going, especially since the Arst
one didn't work out. This one
was a mature dog and [ wanted
1o see where it was going 10 go.
what environment she would be
in and everything.

It cost o go wy France, but |
wanted to go. This girl that I
know is a French interpreter,
and she was looking for a Boxer
puppy at the ume. She said she
was going o France, and I sug-
gested we both go together and 1
would take Zrza. We would fly
over together and she could
interpret for me, and then we
would go and evaluate some
Boxer puppies. She and 1 stayed
at this French lady's kennél.
This lady had a smaller area
than we have. but she sleds all
through the mountains and
everything, We staved there
overnight, and 1 left the dog for
one day. The next morning,
her son wok. us out sightseeing
and this lady could get acquaint
cd with the dog, and dg some
bonding, My dog wasn't too
sure or too happy with this lady.
she was happier with her hus-
band, but he was at work all day
long, He was a diplomat there
in France, and he was away a
few times a yvear.

[ thought this dog would be
goad for this woman, and she
was excited about seeing the
dog, but as soon as she sat down
and called Ziza over, Ziza would
come but then she would go and
lay down in a cerner. S5She
would come over to be petied,
but then she would go to anoth-
er room and lay down, When
we came back and asked how
the lady had made out with the
bonding, she said the dog didn't
want to bather with her at-all,
She found that kind of odd. 1
thought mavbe 1t was the lan-
guage barrier, because the
waman didn’t speak English.
As long as you get the dog's
name right and have the tone of
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voice, she was bound o come.
Anyway, she didn't bond. T rold
this nend of mane 1 was feeling
very: guiley, since we had slept
there, Ziza would come into the
bedroom and put her head on
the mattress and just look at me,

I was trying to figure out
what was going on, because the
dag didn’t normally do that in
our house. I didnt know how
to hanele ir. My friend said we
had to leave the dog there so we
could go: we were supposed to
be seeing Boxer breeders and all
that, The dog had never done

Bob: The gist of it was that
the dog did come home and we
owed that lady a puppy. That
was how she ended up with that
puppy, and she got the right
dog,

Connie: I'll tell vou some-
thing, [ could have sold thar dog
to breeders of Boxers and other
breeders in France, because
whenever we walked around
fairgrounds and parks, people
would lock ar the dog. [ could
see they wanted w pet the dog,
even though I had 1o ell them it
was okay. My friend would

else. As I said, this happened
quite a few umes. People were
telling me what a gorgeous dog
she was.

Bob: That was the one who
was-doing flyball.

Connie: We went to the
national show outside of Paris. [
don't speak French or under-
stand 1t, so M., a friend, was
advertising over the londspeaker
the different actviaes, and they
said there was a Hyball demon-
stration going on. It is-a sport
that started in England. and

Ih{_"r WETE Startimng {5] p"lil'.h.lp"!u’.‘

Cher frrst n"m:r.?‘.l'rm Ch, Cafurion Noraed Of Bodwardon m 1971,
merr fropty m center i i Robert Bremmer Challenge Troply.

anything wrong for us, so [
couldn’t just say, "Okay, here
vou are!” It is likea mother
leaving her: child on the
doorstep of an orphanage. T just
couldn't seem to do it. Ariza
kept coming near me. doing a
real job on me. | phoned Bob
and told him I couldn't leave the
dog there, and he said, “You
flew all that way over there and
paid all that money!” The dog
cost even more than what we
had thought to fly; usually they
can-go on your tcket but they
charged us extra. 1 told lum [

JUSE ‘couldn't do it; [ had this

]ump it ey throat as [ was tatk-
ing on the phone. I told him she
was coming home with us. My
friend was all upset. wondering
what we were gong o do,

meerpret and tell people they
could pet the dog because she
was' [riendly. When we went 1o
visit Boxers, | wold Ziza w0 siay
in the car with the windows all
down. [ would tell her to just
watch the car, then my friend
and I would go in and look at
some Boxer puppies and so o
Then when the breeders would
walk ot with us. T would ask if
[ could let my dog run in their
field, I would let her out and
she would do her business. She
didn’t venture way out; she was
alwavs within close range.
Then the Boxer breeder wanted
to buy her; he was going (o give
me lots of money for her. 1 said
no, because if | couldn't bear 1o
leave her with the first lady [
couldn’t leave her with anyone
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in it They had Giant
Schnauzers and German Shep-
herds that were going to be
domg this demo. When the guy
said that it had originated in
England, M.]. got her back up
and said that the Canadians had
been doing flyball {or years.
She was going on about it but |
told her I didn't care because ]
amt not that kind of person, 1
told her to go talk to the
announcer if it was bothering
her that much: So she went
over there to talk to him, and
when she came back she said,

“Okay, Ziza is doing {Iyball
tomorrow.” [ said, “WH. AT?!
The dog was loose in the hotel
because she was very good, 1
could just give her a toy and tell
her to watch it, and we would



be back larer.

Bob: The friend had told
the peaple in charge of the fly-
ball demanstration that here was
a champion flyball dog from
Canada, and she would show
them how to do flyball. She was
part of our dog obedience Nyball
team, so she wasn't just making
it up. We belong to the
Swansea Dog Obedience Club,
The gist of it is that she would
do the flyball up and down and
back. She was part of a team, so
she knew the drill perfectly, She
had done it in demos dcross
Canada. The other dogs hadn't
advanced that far; they were still
on lead with a handler.

Connie: They were using
sort of an arange crate for it |
told M.]. she was going to be
totally embarrassed because Ziza
may not want to do it. She
might still be tired after the flight
and all that, and it had only
been a couple of days, She had
more confidence in my dog than
I did, I said she would need a
little bit of practice just to see if
she would pick it up and do i,
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Chaena winsiing BISS al e years old,

30 we put on this demo, and
they were amazed waching this
dog do it. It was a Samoyed,
not a German Shepherd, so it
was like, “Wow!" When they
announced us, |l]|;:_\' asked where
the dog was from. and I didn't
want to say Grimsby because
nobody knows where Grimshy
5. 5o [ told M.]. to just say
Toronto. People applauded and
50 on, and c:fl course, the lady
we were staving with heard
about it. She heard all about the
Samoyed that came from Cana-
da and put on this demo, and
she was supposed o be getting
this-dog. So she wondered why
I brought the dog in the first
place! I told M. she really got
me in hot water with everybody,
The lady didn’t get her dog, but
Ziza did the demo and 1 brought
her home. Bob was pleased o
see the dog, st he could snll do
his stull across Ganada with
everybody else. Tt wasn't meant
w be, and Lam glad.

Bob: It was a win-win situa:
tion, because she evenwally go
hier sled dog and we gol our

dog.

Connie; | had sent a dog
over to Germany, an adult dog,
and 1 think what happens is that
there s a language barrier. We
speak l‘,'ng]i.v.h'u) our dogs, and if
they go to France or Germany
or somewhere, if the dog is an
adult, they don’t know what the
person 18 saving. It makes the
dog kind of frustrated, and that
is probably why Ziza had wrou-
ble. That has been our experi-
ence. | think they are better off
with puppies: When it is going
to a foveign country, it can pick
up the language.

Floe hainy r.'rmrfrlﬂr'r}.li'.l: fizve heen
in the fitters you kave bred?

Bob: In Canadian champi-
ons. it hasn't been our thrust w
take dogs into the conformarion
ring a lot of the dme. In other
words, it won't be our main
activity, as I mentioned before,
because we do a variety of
things.

Connie: We have some
dogs that aren’t fimished champi-
ons.. They even passed away
from old age but never finished,
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Bab: Yes, they were pomnted
but never finished their champi
onships. But we sull feel it 1s
essential 1o benchmark our dogs,
and how we are doing against
the other breeders who are owt
there exhibiting.

We started with aur firs:
champion in 1971, that was Can
Ch. Centurion Nomad of Bob
mardon. He came in with a
bang on getting his points for his
championship, and finished it in
1971,

Connie; We had-a lor of
compliments on him,

Bab: He was at the Nagon-
al Sportsman’s Show, at a boost
cr by the Canadian Samoyed
Club in the Open Dog class; He
was Canadian-bred, ‘and there
was an entry of 24 or 26 ar the
time which was big for those
days. He moved from the Open
Dog class to Best of Winners to
Best of Breed. He got five or six
trophies, and won the Robert
Bremner Challenge trophy,
That finished his championship.
From that, we will go right up to
2001, and pur most recent
champion was a Best Puppy in
Show, Ch. Bobmardon’s (Q_Uiic
A Vemure. He was our went-
eth Canadian champion,

What is the hest dog you have
anonied o bredd?

Connie: They are all special
o us, In 1973 when Bob and 1
got together we had the one
samoved, Nomi. We were both
workmg at the ume, and for a
few years we were just owners.
In 1977 we had become good
friends of Helga and Frank Gru-
ber of Shebaska kennels: That
year we acquired Shebaska's
Fawnywhite Happiness. a
female, from the Grubers. We
had great hope for this dog to
restart our breeding program, It
was ironic because trat was her
call name, “Hope.” She was
Ziza's dam and we got some
nice puppies from her, Over the
years we have traveled o many
Samoved Club of America
National Specialties with Helga
and Frank.

Bob: My understanding is
that the average life span of a
breeder, or as a breeder, is about
ten to twelve vears and then
they are out of the game. We
have been i it for 38 vears, so
we have been'in it for three life
spans. I'm gomg to say in cach
e span, we have had one good
dog, from my perspective or rec
ollection. Nomi was one; no
doubt about it, in the "80s. And

E_——_..



Chaena was one;

Connie: We weren't the
breeders of Chaena. we were the
OWNCS,

Bob: In the *90s, I would
say there were twa:  One was
Tiko., who went over to Ger-
many as a stud dog, He wasa
great dog, but he had a hard
ume adjusting over there. The
most recent one. though we lost
her as a four-year-old, was Sota,
She didn'’t do anything as far as
big strides n the ring, but for a
Sammy around the house, you
couldn’t beat her.

Connie; She didn't finish
her championship, either,

Bob: No. But depending
on the parameters you use, Con-
nic might have four different
dogs as best.

Connie: I agree with Bob,
Then there were more. You
know, each one has something.
[ look av it and Sota was so spe-
cial. You could talk to her and
I think she understood every-
thing you said. Just like Tika,
who went to Germany. Tiko
used to love helping me do laun-
dry and things like that,

Bob: Ifj;rﬂu putan armechair
out on the patio, you would
have to put out two, Sota jumps
right up and sits right beside
vou. She wis unbelievable. She
would help with the laundry,

Flore ded she do that?

Connie;: You know how
evervbody sorts laundry, You
put it on the loor, and you have
vour pile here and vour pile
there, 1 would start picking up
the different clothes after the
water was runming in the
machine, and start loading the
machine. She saw me doing
this, and she looked like she was
interested, 5o I would well her to
bring me this or that clothes,
and she started doing it |
encouraged her a liede bit more
and more, and once she got the
hang of it, she would drag over
the clothes for me to load o
the machine, Then when my
dryer went out, I had o start
hanging things up on the line,
Bob put a line up for me. 1
would be hanging things out on
the line, and Sota would came
over and look at me (o see whit
I was domg., This do
always nght there all the ume; 1
could call her name once and
she came, It didn’t matter how
busy she was doing her own
thing, she always came right
away when she was called. [
would point to something in the

Was
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basket, and she would pick it up
and hand it o me. We worked
on it. Treshka, my other dog,
would eome over and start tak-
g the socks w0 give w me. 1
couldn’t move fast enough!
Sota picked up the clothespins,
and Treshka was handing me
the clothes, and we were hang-
ing up laundry. I told Bob to
get the video camera and film
how the dogs worked with us.
He brought the camera out, and
ol course the dogs wondered
what he was doing. T told them,
*Come on, girls, let’s do this
again,”  Well, he had to get
more film and whatnaot, and
then the camera wasn't working,
I could have taken that camera
and hit him over the head with
it! (laughter) I wasso upser,

I had the dogs demng what
they should have done, but il
vou tike a stll picture of it, it i
ot the same as a video. When
Tiko was helping me with laun-
dry, he started helping me when
we got him back when he was

about two. We drove all the
way to Thunder Bay to get him,
but that is another storv. He
was watching the ‘differemt
things: that I do, and if.anybody
took their shoes off or some-
thing like that, he would pick up
their shoes and wke it w them.
He didn't chew on shoes; he just
thought he was helping by
bringing them. You just had 10
take 1t from him and say thank
Yo,

Bob: He didn't differentiate,
because we used to send him for
our slippers: We would tell bim
to go upstairs and get our slip-
pers.. Then of course, anything
that appeared the same he
would get.

Connier He would do that,
and he would go into Bob's
pockets and pull out things,
From his winter jackets or what-
ever, he would be in the pock-
ets. People would ask il that
dog wanted them to leave
because he was giving them
their shoes and geteing into their

pockets. When we were doing
laundry, he would help me load
the machine. T would tell Tika
to get this or that, and in the
wintertime, Bob wears long
underwear. So the dog got o
the long underwear, and he was
standing on the leg while he was
pulling on the top. It wasn't
budging, and the dog was look-
ng. at me. LEauqucr] I almost
killed myself laughing; it was so
funny. 1 had o ke them from
him before he tore a hole in
them. Then whén the dryer
stopped, I would open the door
and Tiko would put his head
there and start pulling things
oL,

Bob: We also have to men-
tion Chaena. He was definitely
our best conformation dog, our
ambassador. He was a dog that
we got as a five-vear-old. He
was owned by Paul and Lisa
English, when they had their
kennel in Calgary, Alberta,
Chaena was born in 1980, and
he wis a Breaker son. Ch. Ice

Cant/dm Ch. Orenopac’s Chaena, Fudge: Gord Garrett, When Chaena ] Eﬂﬂ_.l
fie went an to place in Group fifty percent of the time bt fen years i the conformation ring,
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Way's Ice Breaker, that is; a
famaus stud dog in the United
States. Ch. Orenopac’s Chaena,
as a three-vear-old, was the top
Samoved in Canada in 1983.
He was campaigned strictly in
western Canada. They took
him out and showed him lor a
five- or sis-month period, They
were originally from Omtario,
and they came back to start up a
business north of Toronw. We
were living in Toronto at the
timie, in late 1984, In early
19853, Connie was looking for a
stud dog, and she had heard
about him. She went up to visit
the Englishs,

Connie: A friend of ours,
Dr. Judy Wasserfall. told me
about Paul and Lisa English.

Bob: She wanied to use
their dog, who was fantastc. So
we used him, and ‘ar the dme, |
was mnvolved flving here, there
and everywhere. On one of my
trips back, Connie picked me up
from the airport, and we started
to drive back. I noticed we were
not heading home, and she said
no, she had a :-;Llrprieic for me.
We ended up at the English’s;
she had bought the dog! That
was how Chaena came to our
place.

Connre: They only sold
him because. they had to move
from their location,

Bob: They knew us, and
they knew the dog was going
into g good home. 50 he came
to us in 1983, and he really took
off. Over the vears; he did well.

Keila, "Ben,”
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He was shown for almost wen
years. He was the Open Dog
class winner in 18985 at the
American specialty in the United
States, and he was the Veteran
Dog winner at the American
specialty i 1989, 1990, and
1991, He placed first; he didn't
pick up pomts or anyvthing. But
he was first place as a Veteran
Dog in those three consecutive
specialties. He was an Award of
Merit winner in 1990 and 1991
this is at ten and eleven years of
age: He ook a BIS at ten years
of age, and a specialty win at
nine years of age. He was in the
Top Ten for seven of ten years,
in the rankings:

Connie: [ svarted him in
obedience at the age of ten;: and
he got his Canadian CD at
eleven and his American CI at
eleven and one-half:

Bob: He had his Canadian
and American championships, a
BIS; a BISS, his Canadian and
American CDs, and he had 23
Canadian champions. OF his liv
ters; 69 pereent have at least one
champion, and he has eight
Amerncan champions and one
internadonal champion. He was
sire. of the first registered
Samoyed litter in Australia,
using Frozen semen. When we
went with him in 1985 1o our
first specialty in the United
States, evervbody had placards
up on the doors saying who
they were and their kennel
name.  Well, we stuck ours up
and called him “Mr. Canada.”

Az x Roger pufs,

He got stuck with the name, so
every specialty we went to after-
wards we had that sign up,
That is the scoop on him; he
was quite a dog, He was our
biggest winner, no doubt abowt
iL,

et £ _h:lr.rr'_frf.'-m?]"r .im.'_',. ot
any of your dogs?

Bob: ne comes Lo my
mind, -although I am h11ij:|r1i1
back to this dog, Chaena, We
flew him out to the American
specialty in San Jose, California
one year: He was a great flyer;
we put him in the crate and
away we would go. We hit
same twrbulence outside of Los
.-‘kngn]us. because we were gcming
o land in Los Angeles and drive
up.

Connie: He didn't like
thunder.
Bob:; He didn't at all,

When we landed 1n Los Ange-
les. we were deplaning when we
heard an announcement that the
owners of a white dog should
!?l-f-"'fl-“.' cOme Lo .\'-C'l':ul'i-l}' Ly SEC
the dttendant. Well, he was out
of his crate when they opened
the. luggage CLIIIIPJTHIILIH’
There was this big white head,
sor they closed it tight away and
started looking for whoeves
vwned the dog. We got the
leash and 1 went and got him.

Connie: He had to go up
under the belly of the plane and
get him down on this ramp.

Bob: We had to kind of
clean him up a bit for the show.
The show was in California, and
then we had friends (o visn, and
then we flew back 1o Toronto.
On the flight back, 1 wold them
we had a white dog and he was
n the belly of the airplanc, and
he COULD be loose,

Connie: 1 told Bob I felt
very uneasy, and every time 1
got those feclings something was
always happening. So [ told
Bob to tell the stewardess to
radio Toronto and tell them
before they opened the compan-
ment.

Bob: I thought we were fine
when we landed; we were just
about off the plane when we
heard, *Will the.owner of a
white dog ..." (laughter] What
had happened was. they were a
litde smarter at that ume. The
RCMP officer drove his ear up
before they opened the harch.
Sure Enul.tqh. he was loose
again. He called the dog, and of
course: Chaena loved cars so he
jumped right into the car-and
they closed the door.
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Connig¢: Then when Bob
went to get the dog out of the
car, ‘on¢ of the high officials
there told us 1t wasn't good: |
started to sav [ was really sorry
that the dog got out of his crate,
but he said, no, he was talking
about how the dog didn't care
whose car it was. He just
jumped right into an unknown
stranger's car!

Bob: That was in the lawe
fall; in the early spring. we
motored down to the east coast
and he won a Group 1st down
there. We were doing some
showing down there. Tt was in
Nova Scotia. He won a Group
1st, which made him eligible w
go o the shows in the fall with
the other Group winners, to
compete, We decided o fly him
down, and gave him a oanguil-
izer to keep him calm. 1 wold
Connie he would be fine. This
was a big affair in from of three
Judges; I had to ke my tuxedo.
They give them 100 points ¢ach,
so it is a big deal, and we want
ed to go'a day or two caly. We
loaded the dog up, gave him the
tranquilizers. and flew down to
Halifax. I got off the plane
thinking I had it beat, when all
ofa .~.udd¢n, “Will the owner of
a white dog ..." (laughter] He
always figured our how to
spring the airline crates. We
didn't think of bungee cords or
locks and all that.

Connie: It wouldn't have
mattered with a bungee cord,
because he was opening the
door into the crate. He pulls it
into the crate.

Bob: Thank goodness we
went two days d]’l(-.l.f.l of tme.,
because 1t gave Chaena the
chance to get over it

Connie: He tranquilized the
dog coming home, and I drove
to the arrport in Toronto to pick
him up. Well, the dog had gor
ten out again, and the tranquiliz:
er didn't take effect untl after
the plane had landed!

Bob: Needless to sav, he
dich't {ly anymore. It was 24
hours later when he got over it;
he had to be rebathed, and 1 had
to get n my tux, We went in
fromt &f the judges; and all were
Group 3 winners. We won the
Group. We didn't take the Best
i Show, but we took the first
place, in Group 3.

Connie: Then we decided
we were going to go to a special-
ty in Winnipeg, Manitoba. This
was at the end of November.

Beb: We didn't want two {ly



him, but these friends of ours
were going to Winnipeg to a big
show at the end of November ar
middle of December. It was one
of the last shows mn Manitoba
for the vear.

Conme: 1 old Bob [ wanted
to drive there, but he didn't
want to,

Bab: T dida’t wamt to drive
across Ontario in the middle of
the wintertime. So we decided
to take the train. There were
supposed to be eight or nine
dogs in the baggage compart-
ment on this vamn tnp, so ofl we
went: It was also the Samoved
Association of Manitoba special
ty in conjunction with that
show, We had a nice, beautful
trip out on the train. ' We went
to the baggage compariment to
feed the dogs. and we had exer-
cise pens sel up,

Connie; There was all this
plastic 50 if thie dogs lifted their
legs, it wouldn't spray the walls
or anythmg,

Bob: We took the dog to
the specialty, and lo and behold,
who won the specialty? The
theme was Wine and Roses, so
we won a big bottle of wine,
roses, a cooler bucker, and-a
crystal decanter and glasses.
We had a great ume.

Connie: 1 loved the rises; |
was so excited.

Bob: On the way back, we
should have known things were
going toa good for us. We were
all oo happv, Halfway back,
about the last six hours back, we
were told that normally, a bag:
gage man was in the baggage
car. Well, they didn’t have a
baggage man, and if we wanted
to go see the dogs, we had o go
see the conductor w get the key.
The train company was: cutting
back, or something. We found
out later that they had $250.000
in gems in there, We checked
the dogs an hour out, and agan
about twe hours out of Toronto.
They were fine, but about an
hour later 1 decided 1o g0 back
and check them just to make
sure everything was okay. |
went with the handler, Lon
Ross and when I went to open
the door, it was hke entering a
saunit, A stéam pipe had bro
ken. We don't know how long
it had been like that in there. 1
could see in the distance an Old
l';n:‘.‘;ii:%h Sheepdog and Chaena
were down at the end of the car,
out of their crates. To my leh
was another Sammy down from
heatstroke, There was a Rot
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tweiler down from heatstroke,
56 1 sent Lori to get the conduc-
tor and tell him we were in deep
trouble, They threw open the
tramn door to cool the place off,
and thev brought some ice.

Connie: They started drag:
ging these crates out, and he put
Chaena and the Old English
Sheepdog way down at the
other end of the car to get them
as. far away from the steam as
possible. ‘But the Rouweiler
died, they couldn’t save her.
And the Sammy that was in a
comatose state was a Chaena
daugher.

Bob: When we arrived at
Toronto we took the dog 1o an
emergency clinic.

Connie: One of the things

we have o sayv about the cabby,
these are all sort of like hmos
that pull up to train stations er
airports, There was this limo,
and Bob was carrving this dog.
He had 1o get this Sammy 1o the
emergency vet clinic. Some of
these cabbies were saving no, we
weren't putting a dog in theis
cars. All of the sudden, one guy
jumped out-and said he would
take the dog in his car. He told
Bob to get in, and asked what he
wanted us to do.. Bab wold him
to open the windows to get the
dog some air to keep it cool. I
it weren't for Bob and that cab
driver, we might have lost the
dog. .

"Bob: The gist of the story
was that it wasa good thing
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Chaena was a Houdini as far as
crates go; it probably saved his
Lifes.

Conme: At anothershow, a
handler came up o us and said
he would like to take the dog to
Bermuda to ger his Bermuda
championship. He said he
wouldn't even charge us; he just
wanted to take the dog down
there because he thought he
would do well. 1 told him he
had to drive all the way down ta
Florida and then catch a boat,
because he wasn't flying my
!

“Bab: No wains or planes for
that dog; we were starting o be
limited,

To be continued ...



