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This intervumye wwas conleled ™
Houston, Texas in January 2006 by
Lynne Robertion,

Feaple have told me that you
have w very mieresting fersonal fisto-
Y.

My brother and 1 had won-
derful paremts who encouraged
us in whatever we wanted o do.

We had a happy childhood and

learned to-see the funny side of

things.. Bellaire was just bald
prainie then where we lived with
all kinds of pets - cats, dogs,

harses, bantam chickens,
canaries. Yl]ll name en, we
had ‘em!

Our folks read 1o us. took us
to the library, taught us safe
marksmanship and gardening,
My brother had violin lessons, I
was started on plano at age five,
and in the evenings after supper
we played classical music wogeth-

Our parents played the vio-
lin and pano. These times are
among some of my favente
memories.

At Christmas we listened on
thie radio to Madam Schunmiann-
Heinke, the famous European
opera-star, as she sang “Silent
Night,” an annual tradition.
Bov, does that date me!

My brother, now a Western
artist, was drawing horses; [ was
painting and scribbling staries in
a little notebook.  We've both
kept it up. I always love tinker-
ing with words,

Music was important, so nat-
urally my husband and I started
our daughters the same way.
They had piano early, then at
seven and mine began harp
lessons, which they begged for,
So did I at that time. Bil played
the clarinet, so we four made
music in the evenings also,
Even our Sams gather around to
enjoy 1t, someames, Now Bon-
ni¢ and Barbara have fine
carcers with their harps. And I
stay in practice. Remington
“sings” when I play. I plan to
record pur hilarious duets!

Bill and I met in college,
bécame engaged, and married at
the end of his first year in the
University of Texas Medical
School 1o Galveston, He said
what attracted him to me in cal-
lege was that I brought my
horse, da pln:d gray Lady, there
with me; piayed the piano; and
never wore socks in cold weath-
erl We metr in the school pring
shop where we each worked
part-time, and never dated any-
one else. He was in the TS, Air
Force awhile alsa.

1 taught junior high grades
in Galveston so we could eat!
You might say this was baptsm
of fire but that age group wrned
out to be my favorite. They
were all arms and legs. falling
over themselves, wondering
who they were, and eager to
learn.. They appreciated a teach-
er-whd was interested in them.
High schoolers already know all
the answeys!

After medical school, we
moved to Temple, Texas, where
Bill was an intern a vear and a
resident in radiology for three
years. [ taught there in high
school and jumor college, It was
all great fun.

In Galveston we lived frugal-

Pat with Fanya, Rocky and Whizzer. Photo by Les MeKenney,

Iy in a tiny. servant’s quarters,
The hiving rdom was 7 x 10, w
illustrate the size. [ said we had
to go outside to turn around.
We rode bicycles two years, sav-
ing for a car. 1 wok clothes on
my bike to the washateria, but
we couldn't afford to use the
dryer, so [ brought them home
to- the clotheshine. Wet and
heavy, they always fell off on
the way back.

We did have wonderful
adventures and [elt like we
could lick the world as long as
we had cach other. [ have com-
pleted a book readv for a pub-
lisher titled S.fah{'!'ﬂig the Wild
Caducens, with apologies 1o Euell
Gibbons who wrote Stalking the
Wid Asparagus, abour eating wild

lants.

What 5@ eadeens?

It is a medical symbol, an
icon sort of thing, perhaps, Itis
a snake twined around a sealf,
Sometimes you see a small
round metal one attached 1o the
bumper of a doctor’s automo-
bile:

We ate supper at Bill’s fra-
ternity house with his class
mates, an unusual bunch
because almost all were World
War I veterans. They were
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serious but clever and funny.
We had a good time! When
liver was served, they examined
it closely and argued over whar
must have caused the animal to
die. One fellow sat at the end of
each long table with slices of
bread,, To pget one, you
hollered, “Deal one!” and you
had to spear it out of the air
with your fork when he sailed it
to you, I was expected to spear
my own bread, oo,

The professors gave the
medical stndents killer wesis each
Monday mormng which kept
them studying all weekend
mstead of carousing. To let off
steam alterwards, on those
nights they would have costume
balls, which were great fun.
Most did not have money to
buy expensive outfits 1o wear,
hence a lot of dever creativity
added to the excitement.

A tragedy occurred thar we
struggled through. Bill and a fel
low classmate contracted polio
when an epidemic hit just before
the Salk vaccine appeared, The
other man died overnight. Say-
ing it was a harrowing experi-
ence is puiing it maldly,

This was just before Bill's
senior year would begin. We
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had just bought our car, a good
thing because he would never be
able to ride his bicycle again,
There was a nurse shortage so |

was allowed to help. They real--

Iy could do nothing for him but
try to keep him as comfortable
as possible. He was in terrible
pain which we tried to alleviate
by wringing towels out of the
hottest water and placing them
on him.

One of the youngest in his
class, Bill was in the hospital six
weeks recovering. An honor
student, he was allowed to enter
his senior year six weeks late.
He sull graduated as a top stu-
dent in a class of over 100, The
doctors caring for him had a
hip-length brace constructed (o
wear on his right lep that had
lost all its muscle. They showed
it to him, saying after they werit
to lunch, they would return to
show him hew to put it on and
use it along with crutches or a
cane. When they came back,
they found he had put the brace
on and was walking with it
When I appeared later, he said,
“I want to show you how [ can
walk!” He put it on, walked
and twirled his cane like a drum
major, to the applause of all the
other patients in the ward,
© Dnd ke ever get over it or i il
something that stays with you forever?

It stays with vou, Polio kills
the nerves, His classmate who
died had it go to his brain, called
bulbar polio, It affected Bill's
right leg and left arm. The
nerves twitch as they are dying,
while the disease seems to be
moving up, and within hours
muscles are visibly beginning o
awophy rapidly, never to return.
I watched and prayed as the
twitching climbed higher and
higher, across his chest and
reaching to his shoulder o final-
ly stop there. Scary? Yes, hair-
raising.

He never complained, never
let it slow him down. He had
his medical practice in Baytown
and people just knew him as the
doctor who walked with a limp.
By then he discarded the brace,
walking only by keeping his bal-
ance which meant he needed a
smoath surface or he would fall,

Bill and I both love animals:
In Galveston we weren't. mar-
ried very long when a rough,
tough, big orange tomeat walked
in one day and let us know right
then he intended to live with us.
He was a real sweetie that some:
one must have abandoned. At
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night when Bill studied with his
legs propped up on a table, Tom
would stretch out on Bill's leg
with his own legs hanging down
and sleep. [ staved up to ply Bill
with ::::Eee 1o keep him awake,
at his request, When a catfight
started :!{cwn the alley, which
happened often, Tom would
hop down, rush out the door
and the squabble broke up. He
seemed to love wo fight, but had
ears and paws ripped open
sometimes and caused us to
have vet bills we could hardly
afford, He followed us as we
walked to g neighborhood gro-
cery store, was allowed to enter,

riding on my shoulder, to the
meat counter to see the meat. [
ustally bought him fifteen cents'
worth of ground meat which
made his trip worthwhile. He
dearly loved riding in the car, s0
I would drive him to the seawall
to feed the seagulls. He never
tired of watching them. He was
an important family member.
We took him to Temple with us
when Bill started his internship
at the famous Scott and White
Hospital

Interns were paid $25 a
maonth. We were given an
apartment that had one closet,
more than we had in Galveston.
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We thought we were kings!
The next three years when he
was a resident in radiology, he
was paid $75 a month, almost
more than we could count!

He had to work in all spe-
cialties, such as obstetries, which
they called “catching babies.”
Many times he would have to
work 24 hours at a swewch. He
would comie home white with
fatigue from standing so much,
since polio had weakened him,
When I suggested he get a stool
to sit on; he replied no one else
sat down during the rounds and
such, so he would not either. (Tt
takes a polio patient twice as




long to rest up,) [ was wamned
he would have an carly heart
attack from pushing 50 hard w
da things. Hedid,

He had an carly heart atiack?

Yes, but he recovered mirac
ulously. He was a fighter, Later
when our girls were born and
old enough to climb, he climbed
trees with them and also took
them up on the roof at night to
study the stars with his tele-
scope! With all the muscle on
his left leg gone, he had no con-
trol over it. He amazed me. He
would climb on top of the house
with a chainsaw, too, to saw off
tree limbs scraping on the roof.
That scared me! 1 knew he was
proving to himself he could do
these things. so [ tried hard o
“play-it cool.”

t sounds fike you had a long and

hafipy marriage.

@%’\-’c did, We had a fabulous
time, Never-argued. I didnt
marry him to fight with him!

ere you shill teacking junior
high?

No, In Temple I taught
English and art in high school
and junior college, and loved 1t
all. Great students. Much fun,
I ¢ould see things going down-
hill in public school when we
came to Baytown. When our
Bonnie and Barbic became
school age. I had worked for
two years getting ready to open
a small private school. No one
at that tnic was really interested

Pz,

in such., One woman asked if
we would have a football team
and another said her daughter
wanted to take twirling. You
can guess what I 'said about that!

1 maved the school w Hous-
ton and had immediate interese.
For PE we rented a YMCA for
tennis and basketball, then on
Fridays took the students: w the
ice rink ag the Galleria, Better
than a football team!

We never had more than
lﬂl:};tudéms ‘at a time, with

through twelfth. T accept-
Efiastudcmsg]:vith good minl:ls
and good manners, and with
small classes and excellent teach-
ers, it was enjoyable for all and
good grades resulted,
 Ourstudents excelled on the
BSAT and SAT so we received
blank scholarships from colleges
throughout the state. Our cur-
riculum requirements were high-
er than those of public schools
and I refused o be accredited.
We would have had to lower
our standards. We had twelve
to fourteen part-time and full-
time teachers, all with degrees in
subject matter, none with only
degrees in education: The
chemistry teacher had a master’s
in chemistry, as did upper math
and English teachers,

Some students left after the
cleventh grade to enter college.
Many placed out of freshman
courses, They had many extra
opportunitics. We started Span-

ish and French in the first grade.
tauﬁ:n reading with the phonics
methad, required two vears of
Latin in junior high grades; used
the reissued McGufley Readers,
avoided modern math like the
plague, stressed multiplication
tables and mental arithmeric,
had instrumental music with
practice time at schoal, ook the
students on field wips they loved
- and oh; how wonderful 1o be
independent! There is nothing
like it! Lstll hear from students
now growneup, and our daugh-
ters frequently thanked us %ur

-sering up the school and stll do.

After about twelve to thir-
teen years. another private
school, with only lower grades,
asked if we would merge with
them. They wanted my upper
grades, teachers, and library, [

said, “Here, have it!™ I had a

grand, unforgettable ime. They
took it.
By the way, while I had the

school T had my own radio talk:

show for four years. Several
times [ took upper grade or
lower grade s:mfcm‘s on pro-
grams. Parents would sit in the
lobby with tape recorders and

shudder some lor fear of what

their youngsters might say.
Everyone had a great time and
LOTS of laughs. It was a two-
hour show. They turned the
whele thing over to me. 1 made
my own promos, invited guests [
wanted, just planned it all
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myself.

Wty did they give you your mon
ratdio shonp?

I haven't the foggiest notion,
They must have been d e,
But they liked what 1 did, even
tested how my voice sounded
from different areas, and liked
that oo,

Was your show i Baytawn?

It originated there but went
to Louisiana and Houstan as
well. They wanted me to have
one Saturday morming too, say-
ing they would set it all up in
my kitchen, but I told them that
would interfere with my family,
1 did have fun, though.

I got wo interview Ginger
Rogers among others, What a
lovely lady. 1 had heard she
was tired of talking about Fred
Astaire, so asked her about her
Eaintlng. which really pleased

er. My interviews played over
other Houston statons.  Every-
body in the county was there
and wanted to talk to her, but
she spoued me and asked me o
come sit on the arm of her chair,
What good luck!

Omne day | had an mvitatdon
w go fly with the Blue Angels
but something was going on at
home so I couldn’t go. Also I
missed the chance to broadeist
from the Goodyear Blimp, but [
had other good times,

I took our pet bantam roost-
cr at times. en 1 set him by
the mike he would crow almost
a dozen times nonstop. Listen-
ers would eall in about how they
loved to hear a litde rooster
crow! Zackie slept at night in a
box in the closet in the back hall.
Sometimes he would stroll
through the kitchen, dining
room, and into the living room.
He would stand in frome of the
television set and crow untl one
of us would turn it on for him.
Then he would fly up on the
sofa to watch it. You think I'm
kidding? B

From there what did you do pro-
Jessianally?

- Tried to carch up on my
writing and painting,

The radio show ended afier
four years because the owner of
the station passed away; a bank
bought it and changed the for-
mat.

Were the Sams around when you
had Zackic?

Yes. I ook a Sam, some-
times a cat, to visit with the stu-
dents. Some lived where they
couldn't have a pet. so this gave
them a chance to be acquainted




with one. Those white Cochin
bantams are something special,
too. My brother and | had
some when we were linle, so 1
could hardly wait to-get some
for our girls.

I garden with ladybugs and
also order praying mantis egg
cases which are about the size of
a walnut with rows of tny slots
in them for the babies to come
out. They hatch coming out
hanging an cach other, looking
like long chains. They are
about one-fourth of an inch
long, and are exact miniatures of
the grown ones. I took an e
case to the school for show-and-
tell and the little rascals hatched
out sooner than I lhﬂur%}u they
wauld. The school office was
crawling with them o the stu-
dents’ dg:!ight. It took us adults
quite awhile to catch them all.
They do stay around your gar-
den all year so you get to watch
them grow up. However, the
ladybugs, which are camivorous
and eat only other bugs and
bugs’ eges. clean up your garden
overnight and then head out for
someone clse’s garden. Tell
your neighbors to expect them
and not to spray them as they
are helpful. Apparently the
ladybugs taste bitter because
birds do not eat them.

Speaking of gardens. I let the
city children measure their own
litle plots in the Mower beds. 1
gave the grammar school set
seeds, like radish, that came up
quickly, ‘so they had fun at
recess checking on their latest
crap of vegrics.

PWc hgﬁl a large lot with a
big home that included an apart-
ment, extra bathrooms and
kitchens, one of the latter which
we used for a science lab. We
hung black curtains on a small
room for a planetarium we had
especially made for our eighth
gracle which had asoonomy one
term and marine bislogy the
other. We had an interesting
annual field trip to a company
that trapped wild exotic {and
snapping!) lish off the Great
Barrier Reel of Australia.

Back to what else I did; 1
have worked on writing and
painting for some time, had
good luck winning with paint-
ings entered in juried shows and
have one in the permanent col-
lection of a museum in Mabile,
Alabama, It won a purchase
prize in a fivestate show. And 1
have scribbled notes-all over the
house! My book, The Savyy

Mother “Sunne” (Donnevesgn s Yeee-Ha O Starshme) woith seven-rocek-old Jrapr,

Saimoyed, was nominated best
dog book of 2002. T now have
another about pups-and what
they have taught me. (I don't
claim to be an expert!) v is
done and about ready w go to a
publisher who is waiting for it
Another 1 researched for
about twelve years, about a
Texas Ranger who had never
been wnitten about before, one
who lived life in the fast lane,
the grandfather I never knew.
He was assassinated before my
maother married. He was a hero

in the Spanish-American War, a
Captain in the Rangers three
times, and Chiel of Police in
Houston, during some of its
most wicked days. Yes, Hous
ton! He was in a shoot-out in
the strect and n a fmons mur-
der trial, but-acquinted. He was
a crack shot, could shoot with
both hands, and kept in practice
spinning the barbs on “bob”
wire fences. He would shoot an
obstreperous criminal lhmugh
the ear and say, “Next time 1t
will be your heart.™ There

never was a “next tme!” The
book should be out soon.

I wrote a movie script based
on it which won first place in the
biographical category of an
International FilmFest. Almost
6,000 entries of films and seripts
came in from 34 different coun-
tries. I am sall ona cloud about
that! An award-winning inde-
pendent producer is waitng for
the book to come out so he can
make: the movie. He says one
will help publicize the other,

Another finished and ready

.
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to go to a publisher was men-
tioned earlier. Stalking the Wild
Cadneews,

I'm working on another
about Texas history that needs
to be told. Two years ago |
papered the state with petitions
to the legislature to make March
the official Texas History
Month. In a few months T had
enough so the Senate and House
of Representatives in Austin
passed a bill unanimously w do
50. So [ have done a linde bit of
good with that!

Let's get back o the dogs.  Are
St ar Meenseed fuelae?

No! You couldn't hire me
to be a judge! You make one
person happy and everyone else
hates you. I'd have to leave
town! (laughter)

What has made yeu stick with
Sams for so fong?

They are wonderful mem-
bers of the family, T've heard of
others who tried another breed
butalways went back to the
Samoyveds, They have us well-
traaned and I don’t want to get
something else that will have 1w
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train me all over again: 1 love
‘em,
What other dog prblications heve
o had something published in? - And
what do you plan to wiite about i the

uttire?

The: beaucilul ShowSight
Magaune (not an error - they
spell it that way) has used a
number of my arucles and pho-
tographs about special dogs,
such as seven-pound Boogic
who went on 50 bombing mis-
sions in World War 1I. He
wore his own little flak jacker
like the men wore, The owner,
now in his ‘80s, sent me a photo
of his plane and crew with that

recious little dog sitting out
ront and center, looking terribly
important! I had a small bit in
the Guzettr, and othér articles in
VArIDUS IEWSPapers.

What will 1 write about
next? Whatever shows up!
Another book almost finished 15
about the baby blue jay we res-
cued ‘and raised and wrned ow
here in our woods. He stayed
here with us, did some astonish-
ing things worth writng about,

and lived 1o be thirteen-plas
vears. He sat at the window to
sing with my harp music. [ miss
hearing that lintle voiee.

My puppy book stresses
EARLY training, such as pouy
training. Most imporeant is
working with them while young.
If people won't find the time,
they should not have a pup.
Not teaching one good manners
15 2 terrible disservice, really
eruninal, in my thinking. The
PUppY can sulfer all its life for
this neglect.

I suggested a Rent-A-Sam
shop in an article once for those
who want to have fun with one
but dom’t want to take care of it
Brushing isn't hard if one keeps
up with it. Acwally once a week
will work somenmes. ‘Males
usually shed once a yvear and
females'a couple of months after
being in season, if you don't
switch temperature on them sud-
denly. A wonderful ool to clear
out undercoat is the rake. Sams

do have glitering “silver tips” if

the fur 15 healthy and clean.
The ends of it resemble sunlight
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through icicles, and adds greatly
ter their beauty, “The guard hairs
catch ice and spow and the
undercoat 18 insulated. This is
how they can sleep in freezing
weather, Mother dogs also put
their tails over the pups o warm
them.

We save clean fur to be
spun, A dear friend, Sally
PiUI::sr:cn, spins for me and
another knits. Sally kindly gave
me an article about spinning for
The Savey Samoyed.

I wore my snap-brim hat of
knit fur to the Westminster and
those who saw me with Reming-
ton recognized what it was. In
an important show like that [
have used a professional (they
all know-a lot more than I do)
handler, so I climb to the nose-
bleed area and hide behind the
seats. Sams can simell and hear
so well, They are casily distract-
ed if they look for “mama” who
15 hiding. He won two Awards
of Merit while I was up there
about to tear up the upholstery
in excitement. The handler
always asked., "Where WERE
you?"

Wit Rave been some of the more
excittng wins you e fed?

Those umes were two of
them! A récent one was when
Ricochet got his first major
dancing-all over the ring on his
hind legs! Another was when
Fanya won the Sam Specialty
years ago in Houston while T hid

chind a post. Then Pixie later
wan the Puppy Sweeps and I
was behind the same post
Can't win ‘em all, though.
Alwavs there is another judge
with a differént opinion and
another show. 1 just roll with
the punch. I love what I have
and simply enjoy the fun. Pup-
pies are a special riot, One
never knows what they will do
next; it's always SOMETHING!
And most judges scem 1o be
preuy forgiving when puppies
are concerned.

Fanya was at Westminster
with Lucky Duck one time.
“She just didn’t want to show
that day,” a bystander said, “If
she had she could have beaten
him!" She just wasn't interested.
instead paying attention 1o activ-
ites outside the ring. Lucky
Duck pulled the same stunt
some days, nerve-racking to the
handler. He would send his
assistants racing out to collect
various treats to tempt the
scamp, who seemed to enjoy the
commotion and worry he
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cansed. He would be offered a
choice of chicken bits, sausage,
hot dog, chéese, etc., and some-
times he would accept some-
thing. Or he would simply look
away. Others observing might
have been collapsing in laughter,
but I'm sure the handler was
not, However, Lucky Duck -
such a precious, gorgeous boy -
was delinitely in charge!

! have the sane problem when
try o give my dogs vilaning.

Really? My dogs love pills.

By themiselves?

Yes. They think it is candy.
Although they never get that!

Wiy s that?

[ don't know. [ don’t know
anvone else with my luek,
either. Usually people hide the
pills in marshmallows or some
such, Mine bark if 1 forget o
give them their pills at breakfast
time. I give Reminglon omega-3
also. He has a remendous coat.
I hear handlers use that for
beautiful coats, tao.

What do yau normally foed your
dogs?

They get hard food with a
bit of water on it and also a
round of the beef and rice roll
same Natural Balance brand,
broken up, I'm carchul to mea-
sure their food, especially when
puppies, as vou don’t want
obese dogs, “Keep ‘em lean and
mean,” They will have health
problems just like overweight
humans, and broken-down
pasterns also. It is hard to
reduce them too; they get mad
at you for shortchanging them.
So keep ‘em lean, You should
be able to feel the ribs on the
side and the spine,

Read labels. You would not
believe some of the junk used as
filler in dog food. Aveid “chick-
en by-products™ and “essence”
and “chgest,” Look out for ard-
ficial coloring and other addi-
tives.

I do give them each a hard-
cooked egg two or three times a
week sometimes. They love a
heéaping teaspoon of lowlat cot-
tage cheese. Pups always get
this, so they expect it as adulis!
They like bits of banana, toma-
1o, anvthing they sce you eat, A
good nonfattening treat is a slice
of the raw baby carrots. [ think
there is less chance of choking
on carrots if vou slice them
lengthwise in three or four
pieces,

We are fortunate that so far
we have had no bloat (this can
be fatal for horses; wo), but [ oy
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to avoid it, Make your Sams
wait an hour after racing about

and playing before cating a meal
and alss keep them quiet about

Ch. Starshine s Remington O Pixie,
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an hour afterwards. They have
deep chests 1o accommodate the
lungs they need for their work,
which may ... well, heck, I .don’
know enough about this to
expound on i, Just keep them
quict about an hour before and
after eating. 1 keep them in
crafes o ¢at o (liscoumg{: argu-
ments about who has the most
food, or best.

Crate wraining is imporant,
but should not be used as pun-
ishment, It 15 the dog's home
away from home. He can keep
his toys m 1, can go in and oul
as he pleases, Take it on trips,
unfold it in the hotel room, and
your Sam will feel at ease.

Keep it pleasant. If he is
naughty, he may be just trying
to tell you something, or just be
the mischievous Sam he was
borm to be. Correcting him with
yvour voice will impress him
probably - the tone, loudness,
and your level of diswess,
Sometimes | just say, “What the
heck! This rascal is just being a
Sam, a clever one at that!" and
laugh at the antics. Don't ke
yoursell too seriously or vour
pooch either. Just woddler-prool
yvour house, keep bathroom
paper up HIGH, bottles of medi-
cation high and out of sight, and
count your underwear when
vou take it out of the dryer.
Keep doors latched good and
clectric cords putaway.

How healthy & the breed asa
whole?

I have read that they are
considered to hiave few prob-
lems. I know some breeds have
innate problems and anomalies,
but Sams in general appear to he
without so many. Use common
sense in taking care of them, get
their shots with regular check-
ups, and keep a close eye on
how they act-and look. It is
goed to be familiar with how
they look when in good health,
[ mean, know what their eyes
look like when they are well and
if you sce a change, be suspi-
cious and get 2 vet to check.
Don’t waste time if you sce
something not quite normal.
You can head off a lot by quick-
Iy secking help.

Hino genetically diverse are they?

Sometimes now in the shows
one does not see much uniform:-
ty. Fthical breeders ty to stick
to the standard set for them.
However, some breeders do dis-
agree on various points in the
standard. Our goal, T think. is
to keep them the way the carlier



ribe did so they could do the
work needed of them. That
means keeping their build cor-
rect to cope with the fierce
weather of their environmens:
smaller ears, correct shape of
cyes, the right size and furred
tail Also imporant: the black
eye and lip liner.. The breed is a
natural one, not a man-made
one. As [ said, we are indebted
to the natives who fine-tuned
them. It should behoove us to
maintain this excellent breed,
not play God with them as some
lave with other bricds.

Remember the natives even
used them to hunt polar bears,
An episode was related by
Nansen, the Norwegian explorer
who was the first from the out-
side world to-see the Samoyeds.
He deliberately let a ship of his
become frozen in the northern
ice, figuring when it thawed, the
water would carry it where he
wanted it to'go. He had several
Sams aboard., While frozen in
one Spot for nearly a year, his
men would leave the ship at
tmes to hunt, One day when
two Sams left on board nouced a
man trapped against.a-wall of
ice, threatened by a polar bear,
they raced down the gangplank
and rescued him,

Where did the first ones come
from?

I've read that all the
Samoyeds in this country are
deseended from some that were
used on the great polar expedi
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Lea jn-.'r':h':rg otier Fd Brown's shoulder, ready to o hawe with ki, and she did.

tions. A famous one named
Buck was found later in a zoo in
Australia by an English couple.
He was in poor condition, cov-
ered with leas and Mies, When
they tried to buy him. the zoo
people refused at first, but later
relented,

[ understand these people
worked with AKC 1o set a stan-
dard for the breed. They decid-
ed 1o specify white as their color,
since at that time they knew of
no other large breed that was
white. By this time it was
known there were some Samis in
Siberia that were all or partly
black: It is said that these days
most., maybe all, of them have
one hlack hair or two on them.
1 actually found a small cluster
of several tiny short ones on one
of Remington’s heels. It would
be interesting to hear from oth-
ers if they have located a black
hair or two in the midst of all
that thick coat. This would
mike an exeiting article.

I did read that some people
wondered about the reason a
spot of biscuit somewhere
seemed to insure good black pig
ment. In their breeding pro-
gram they managed to elimmate
the biscuit (probably hard to do)
and started getting pups with
pink where the black should be.
So they trashed that experiment,

I was lucky to find an old
scrapbook with clippings from
carly F.nﬁlis]: publications about
our breed that included pictures
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of some of the carly ones in our
pedigrees,

Has the standerd changed sk
aver the ek P

Not that I am aware of, but
if 0, probably not much, il at
all. It seems a bit flexible per-
taining to the height of both
female and male, It would be a
big mistake to change anvthing,

The natives retained the
mmportant characteristics that
enable these dogs to do the
wark required for survival in the
harsh and brutal living condi-
tions. Smalleér ears did not
frecze easily, almond-shaped
eves were more practical in the
fierce storms; black eve and lip
liner, plus black noses, were pro-
tection from the glare of the sun
on the snow. Sams have what
they have for a reason.

Our daughvers had a white
horse with blue eves and long
white eyelashes, He was a
charmer, got anything he want-
ed, but would blister around his
cyes and nose where he was
pink, with shore hair, il any a
all. He had no black cyeliner, of
course. | kept him supplied with
a wbe of Coverstick obtained at
a department store’s beauty
counter.  That solved the prob-
lem. I also bought him big black
jelly beans which he loved!

What & your interpretation of the
prerfect Samoyed?

They are not supposed 1o be
ot heavily boned, yet not wo
thin either. Bigger-boned Mala-
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mutes are bred o haul, and the
smallest of the three northern
breeds of work dogs are built 1o
race or carry smaller loads.
Sams, the middle sized, are ver-
satile enough to just do it all.

You want a dog that is the
proper width i front and rear,
that has-correct length of leg,
and a great tail that 1s set right,
(Mama spreads it over to warm
babies.) If the tail 15 not right
that can be an index telling
skeletal systemn is off base some-
how, I think: They should not
over-step on moving. You don’t
want hind feet making tracks in
front of front feet. If a team
member does not move corréct-
ly, the others will suffer for it
You want effortless, smooth
maving, without extra motion,
not needed, that will slow down
andfor tire the dog. A double
coat with puard hairs with silver
tps 15 desivable. When the sun-
light glitters through the last half
IJ% each hair, it looks like icicles,
a beautiful sight.

That is the earrect cont?

Well, a clean; well-brushed
one! There are different types
of coats, some longer, some with
shorter, thicker fur. Not all
pups in the same liver will have
the same type, Think of it this
way: you do not need any [ea-
ture, including fur, exaggerated
i a manner so it would slow
him down.

I have beard that some people
tendd to groom flufh.



I haven’t heard anything
about that, perhaps they are try-
ing to hide something before
going into the show ring, Il a
dog 1s too narrow, front or rear,
it will be left more hairy or
fuzzy. If too wide, the fur can
be clipped carefully. One is not
really supposed w trim Sams.
Some other breeds have specific
cuts, but ours can have feet
“neatened” upra bit, if this can
be done without it looking
trimmed. Sometimes a few stray
hairs show up that have to be
snipped off to avoid a frowzy
loek.

Feet are important.  Sams’
feet should be well-furred on the
bottom for traveling on ice.
Notice the ones in the Iditarod
wiear neat liwle booties.

Bevasese they are an Aretic breed,
fuerre you fad fo make spreqal decon-
nindations for them #

Just keep the air-condition
ers-going! In our house the
ducts are in the floor n strategic
spots, which even the small pup-
pies recognize and claim at an
carly age. They love to lie on
the vents with cool atr blowing
through their fur. The rest of us
have tostay rather chilly to keep
it conl encugh to please them!

Huw wany dogs do you wsnadly
heepr at your home?

Two or three. Howewver, 1
have two senior citizens, the
older of which is Remingten,
who will be thirteen. I pray he'll
last lows longer, but I kept my
Ricachet 5o at least I'll have a
junior. Dazzle is the other who
won't live forever, espeaally if
she doesn't quit eatung my per-
sonal flimsies, such as panty-
hose! She is a slek operator and
hard o carch.

Dl your see her eating them?

No. She quit eating, was
throwing up, looked bloated, the
usual scary symproms. What
she would do is when I took
clothes out of the dryer, she
would slide silently in to grab
underpants or pantvhose and
race off to swallow her prize. ]
have talked to others whose
Sams do the same thing. They
know the static electricity holds
garments together only a few
minutes, so when something
falls, the dog is there, waiting,
Believe me; I watch the scamp
like a hawk and she hasn't man-
aged this mischief lately.

The last time Dazzle con-
sumed a pair of my underpants,
the wveterinarian told me to give
her a can of a certain kind of
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food with a tablespoon of miner:
al oil en it four times a day. He
hoped to avoid another surgery
if she could pass these herselll
Alfter some days, almost a week,
I had one of the biggest thrills of
my life! 1 saw Dasele outside in
the dog patch doing just that! 1
felt like 1 should be cn my konees
all day thanking God for that
maracle.

Fla Waldman had a similar
experience.  However, she
didn't know beforechand that
something had been swallowed,
so she was not under stress.
merely shocked at the ume. She
looked out a window just in
tme to see her “Swormy” (from
us and net kin 1o Dazzle) pass a
four-foor, one-inch wide red
leash. She worried when no

Divezle s a feenager.

metal snap on the end appeared.
but later Saul told her that he
had remaoved it carlier.

Sunnie is an important fami-
Iy member too. John Donmer
winted to keep her himself but
was kind to let us have her. She
is the kind I was Jooking for to
breed 1o Remington. They pro-
duced two great liters. And [
kept Ghrissie (Crystal Pistol)
whao, of course, is adorable like
all the rest af the Sams. They
all have that grear ability to con
you out of anything! 1 really
think no one should keep many.
Each needs to go to a scparate
home where he can be the king
or high mogul and can run the
family himsell. Each needs so
much attention, one can hardly
do justice to a flock.
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What are some of the other stmies
you fusied

I was wald abour the woddler
who went across the street o a
forbidden yard. Her watchiul
Sam immediately went over,
grabbed her by the seat of her
little pants and dragged her back
home,

Remungton has a special way
of cornenng me to get attention,
When I answer the phone, he
comes near, flops over on his
back with hind feet up in the air,
paws folded on his chest, and
hollers, his voice 36 loud T can-
not hear the caller. He wants a
tummy scratch, The person on
the line usually asks, “What's
THAT? 1 checked this out
with two of his brothers, Wes-
son and Mr. Thompson. Each



YOk, the goodies in this place!” Dazle af nme weeks old,

owner told me they did the
same, Must be in the genes,

Hine da you choose your progpec
tive fruprtry Bzyers?

Carefully, It's hard to let
the hutle fellows go. The only
way I can do it is w find abso-
lutely the best homes. as far as [
can tell, for them. And it is sull
tough.

I pepper interésted folks
with questions, Who 15 their
vetd c&')::: they have a fenced
vard? Do they have children?
What ages? (Any tail pullers is
what I want to know!) Have
they had a Samoyed before?
Any breed? What and when?
How long did it live? What
happened to it? Is your spouse
agreeahle to having a puppy?
House or apartment? If apart-
ment, what about the dog’s exer-
cise? [ think of other questions
as we converse. Just listening
will give one clues. Give the
other person a chance to cut his

own throat and have himsell
turned down, [ do not want wo
be mean, but think of the puppy
first.

I have been fortunate to find
great homes, and now many
repeat wonderful homes, Kay
Tilley wanted another, drove
down 10 take two girls. Flo and
Saul were ready for another and
got Sasha who traveled on the
lap of a flight attendant friend
who flew to Houston to get her.
Carol and Ed Brown came from
Indiana for Leica, who met her
uncle Wesson already at their
house, Remington Steel went to
Diane Sorrentino and Joanne
Rean, with son, Bill. More went
home with other good friends
who keep in touch with calls,
notes, and phatos. [ owe a lot o
my Sams for the wonderful
friends they have made for me!

Have you ever had any come
back?

I always have an agreement
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that if things don't work out. the
pup comes back o me. But one
did, in spite of that promise. Tt
really didn't come back. 1gota
call from an animal shelter.
Debbie Baird, another good
friend, heard there was a Sam
there, so went 10 see him. She
teld the people to leok for a chip
which they had not done, then
called me. Then I heard from
Carel whe had heard about
him. Debhbie and Carol knew 1
could not leave my husband
who was so ill, They kindly res-
cued him, brought him to Rose’s
kennel nearer to me. Carol
found him a fine home, with his
own toddler - they are insepara-
ble, 1 hear - and took him with
her when she and Ed came to
pick up Leica, What fabulous

3’.'.’.%:_

friends I have! This was my
beloved Mr. Peach (his code
color) who waltzed with me in
the kitchen when the music was
right! The woman and daugh-
ters seemed enchanted, sounded
good, even came twice to play
with him, but did not keep their
promise,

Drd your ever_find out why he
way grven wp?

I never did. The shelter
people said an Oriental man
brought him in, so the poor dog
had been handed to someone
else before going to the shelter,

[ am so thankful for the
wonderful people who give their
e, energy, and money to res
cue the homeless Samoyeds,
Baytown now has a much-need-
ed ammal shelter. founded by

2zle conlinues do raud Wre vefrigeratar,
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Dazzle soon decided she loved all thengy kitchen,

Marilyn Kinney, who works out
of her home until she can build
something. She has folks who
foster needy animals unril
enough money is collecred to
construct a huilding,

Ond Marsiyn et a lot of Katring
dogs?

She did. Thousands of peo-
ple came this way, too. 1 think
it was cruel for those trying to
cscape the storm to have (o
leave their dogs behing, Many
courageous peaple were rescy-
ing amimals, such as dogs sitting
on roofs, waiting for help. It
was a terrible situation for the
animals as well as the people;

A Iot of the peaple refised to
feave their dogi to be rescued so the
shelters took fhe dogs i 1o hold for
them,

I couldn’t leave my dogs
cither. I didn’t want 1o sweat
out those hurricanes and worry
about the power being off for
weeks, the horrible heat and ne
air-conditioning, Sams can have
heatstrokes quickly, I always
said I would never run from a
hurricane. 'We had hurricanes
in Bellaire when T was a child
and in Galveston, and Baytown,
too. But this time I did run
rom one,

Which one did you rui from?

The one that looked like it
was coming here! They do
crazy things. I've seen them
come in, slam everyone good,
go back out in the Gulf. build up

more force and return to smack
us again.

Lleft the day before there
were problemis on the road,
packccrihe dogs up, their food,
vitamin pills. water and went a

long wav northwest of Houston,
When 1 heard later about the
horrible trouble on the high-
ways that people had I was so
glad I lefr early,

What are your plans for your

Sams ?

I'll keep ‘em going. They
are great companions, I cannor
manage without them! | may
special the two pups, Chrissie
and Ricocher, that are from this
last litter, 'Who knows? Friends
urge me to have another ser of
pups, but I am not sure I am
for that, I usually say, “Well,
come help me!” and get langh.
My 40 acres of woods and
wildlife are for sale and when
the dust settles, I hope to catch
up with my painting and getmy
manuscripts off to publishers.
Two are actually waiting on
them, a nice feeling, but I have
to get even busier. What I need
are a couple of secretaries! Also.
I am eager for that movie to
COMme Gt

15 there anything else you'd Iike o
sy ?

All Sams are distinct charac-
ters who eamnestly cultivate theip
own unique idiosyncrasies.
Mine love music, and hear it a
lot. They howl and “sing” with
it as well as with the police
sirens they hear going down the
freeway sometimes, emington
sings with me a lot when I play
my harp, seeming to prefer the
deep velvety bass tones. He
moves closer when | play what
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must be his favorite, “The Win-
dow Smasher Jig,” a lively Irish
tune, He will carry on until his
voice gets tired. | am trying
now to record it if 1 can stop
laughing long enough!

He gave me a real scare one
day, however, I found him sit:
ting in Bill's blue chair again,
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and still unwiashahle - we finally
had to get rid of the thing — with
a large bottle of aspirin that had
been in the middle of a table,
out of reach, we had hoped. He
had removed the childproofl lid
without making a scratch on it
and consumed guite a few.
When I showed it 1o Bill, he said

a lot were missing;

After a short wrestling
match, I poured a fourth of &
cup of hydrogen peroxide down
his gullet and waited for results.
That took only a few minutes.
Have you ever s¢e a white dog
try to turn green around the
gills? It made me sick to watch.

Finding the right food & supplements

By Ronald E Rompala; Ph.D.

“.o you're working building a
mystery and chosing s carefully.” -
Swrah McLachlan from “Building &
Myatery,”

e outcome of making a
food change ar giving
supplements to your dog

does not necessarily need to be
so mysterious. People change
foods or provide supplements
because they want to keep their
dogs healthy and happy. Many
owners believe that nutrition
plays a vital role in the well-
being of the dog. It is true that
inadeguate nutrition can cause

roblems leading to early aging.
immune disorders, behavioral
disorders and other maladies.
Dog owners must also realize
that nutrition is not the only fac-
tor that affects health, Owners

often overlook or underestimate
the large role genetics, social
issucs, pathogens and environ:
ment play in the well-being of
the dog, Consequently: all dogs
cannot be fed the same way, A
given food or supplement may
work wonders for one dog but
be catastrophic for another onc.
Accept it as fact that no one
food is perfeet for every dog
under all types of conditions.
Any animal owner will
attempt to find the best food and
combination of supplements for
their individual pet. Most peo-
ple who change foods or add
supplements ar¢ expecting an
improvement in the well-being
of their dog. However, three
things can harpert as a result of
changing the food. Either some-
thing good happens, something
bad ha pens. or nothing hap-
pens, Rmc that if the change

casts more money and nothing
happens. then only one out of
the three outcomes can be con-
sidered good. Consequently.
most supplemental additions or
food changes fall short of the
expectations of the owner.

Dog owners change foods or
add supplements because they
expect something good will hap-
pen, Will the dog look better,

rform better or feel bewer? Is
the food change expected to cor-
rect a disorder like arthritis,
allergies or be an adjustment to
benefit a diabetic dog? No
doubt the owner has goals.
How will the change work?
Only the owner can answer
those questions, In order to
avoid disappointment, the
owner must first set some realis-
tic goals that can truly be mea-
sured to determine if the nutri-
tional change is beneficial and
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He was at one end of our
long kitchen and tossed his
cookiés — aspirin, that is - a
dozen times rapidly. I was on
my knees, unrolling: paper. tow-
els and hollering at hum to slow
down, The fAoor looked like it
was knee-deep in white cake
icing, He was exhausted, and [,
who will have the dry heaves
myself if I am within earshot. of
someone €lse throwing up, was
simply limp as a wet dishrag.

The veterinarian congratu-
lated me later on my success.
saying Remington would have
had serious stomach problems if
I had not made him get rid of
that many aspirin.

I'm thankful for my many
Blessings, my parents, my broth-
er, my Bill and two daughters,
my Samoyeds, the great friends
they have made for me, and my
life in general. It has been, and
still is, an active life, so I plan o
keep running-as long as the
motor works. [ played tennis,
my lavorite game, all through
school and college, learned o ice
skate (feels like Dying!), had ten
years of ballet with a great veach-
er, as an adult, and have been
working out at a gym for years
now. Keeps the blood running!

Thank you.

Thank you so much for
your interest in our Samoyeds
and some of the things 1 have
done — am doing. -

cost-effective. Otherwise, the
outcome may just always be a
mystery.

The last thing-a dog owner
wants to do is put time, effort
and money into changing the
food or adding supplements and
come up with nothing to show
for it. How can a person possi-
bly know for sure that a feod
change or supplement actually
produced a positive effect rather
than something mysterious?
There are six things that must
bie considered in order 1o truly
know that a nutritional change
has worked,

+ Keep accurate records.
Record keeping is vital for any
wype of experimemation. More
information collected will pro-
vide more accurate assessments,
Observations concerning hair
coat guality should include
information on factors that affect



