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This interview was conducted at the
home of Lynette Hansen on July 8, 1983 by
Katie LeCour.

How fair is judging?

Basically, there are good judges and
bad judges just like anything in all walks of
life. There are good docters and bad doc-
tors. The same with judges: When you start
getting into Group things itisn't quite as fair.
That is where all the politics enter in. Just
like whien John started out with Pepper, he
putin a lot of time beating his head against
the wall becausea they didn't know who he
was so they were not going fo look at his
dog. They want you o pay your dues, they
want you to be a recognizable person. That
is not fair. | know some breeds, fortunately
not Sammies in this area anyway, but there
are breeds like German Shepherds where
you might as well forget it unless you have a
known handler on the deg. To me that
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doesn’t make sense. Thejudges should be
judging the dogs. Theywon'tlook atthedog
unlessitis someknown handler, arecogniz-
able face onthe dog, and thatis not right. All
men should have to wear the same clothies
and all wornen wear the same clothes and
wear a mask. (laughter) Identical masks,
then the judges would have to judge the
dogs. That is the only way you would get
around it.

As far as the breed level, most judges
are basically judging what they like or what
they think is right. On the breed level some
of them aren't very knowledgeable and they
might not know your breed and some of
themcancareless. You pick upthatattitude
a lot of imes. Some of them just go with a
recognizable face because they really don't
know the difference or they don't care.

How can judging be improved?

flaughter) Other than all dressing alike
and wearing the same mask? It would be
really neat, it has been discussed before, if
a judge had to give a reason. This would
take a lotlonger but | have read they do this
in other countries. In Europe somewhere
they have to say they place this dog first
because ... and name the qualities and the
reasons. Thatwould be a good thing. Ifthe
judge had to stand behind his decisions
verbally it might make him think why he is
putting up such and such dog.

Other than that | don't really know how
it could be improved. They have done the
videos so judges can learn. If a judge is
really serious about judging, he/she will try
to study the breeds they are going to judge

Would you rather show under an
all breed Judge or a breeder-judge
and why?

| like to show under breeder-judges. A
lot of people don't, but | really do because
they have the best knowledge of the breed, .
| have always liked to show under breeder- f
judges. There are some good all-aroun-
ders, too, that | really like to show under. |
have noobjection to breeder-judges, alotof
people do. Where you get into problems
with a breeder-judge is that for years and
years they have had a certain type of dog,
that is what they like. They wouldn't have
been breeding it and going with that typs of
dog if they didn’t like it. Maybe they were
really movement nuts and the dog has to be
a geod moving dog, maybe has a certain
look to it but is a2 good mover. People who
show under them may bring a totally differ-
ent type of dog than this judge is known to
like, then they get dumped and they think
that guy isno good. He only puts up his own
stuff or stuff related to his. There is no way
in God's green earth that this person is
going to know every dog that came down
from his line, every person who has some-
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thing that goes back o that line. Thereisno
way they could recognize those dogs. Say
they had a stud dog and they bred to this
dog and they have an offspring or a grand-
offspring. This judge is rot going to know
these people unless they happen to live in
the exact same aresa.

A lot of times breeder-judges end up
picking dogs that go back 1o their lines. Of
course, everybody screams "Politics, he is
putting up his ownstuff.” | really don't think
thatisthe case. Heis putting up the type he
likes,

Does advertising Influence judg-
ing or the judges?

In a way | don't think it does, but when
Yyou get into the Groups, the paoiitics and all
thatit probably does. Inone wayitdoesand

in one way it deesn’t. On the breed level |
don't think it really does, but when you get
into the "big time” | am sure a lot of judges
see the advertising on big winners and it
sticks in their mind that they have seen this
dog. | suppose if you advertised enough
and blasted the media enough over and
over, itis bound to have some effect. | have
never personally been involved in it, never
having really got into campaigning a deg
and specialing. | don't have a lot of exper-
tiseinthatarea. Sinceeverybody does itso
much | am sure it must have some effect,
especially for the dogs that are out and
winning a lot.

Do you always show your own
dogs?

Yes, pretty much. A handler putmajors

on my first biteh, Nikki. Back in those days
| had small children and | just showed in a
verylimited area, like Portland, Salem, within
atwo hour drive pretty much. | stayed pretty
close to home in the early days. | didn't
branch out and travel very far, | remember
trying to find majors was very difficult at that
time. Of course, | was in a very limited area
as faras my going to shows. | did send Nikki
out with a handler, He went on a circuit
where there were majors and he was able to
pick up her two majors and finish her.
Pepper was finished in the East. Kit
(Ain't She Foxy) was shown in the East. It
was funny because | had gotten Kit's Cana-
dian championship. It seemed she was
neverin coatat the times of all the big shows
which would pull majors. | sent her back
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East to Betty Arnold to be shown. She was
in coat when we had virtually no shows,
nothing. There was a circuit back Eastand
Betty Arnold took her on it. She finished
within a week. She had no points. A week
later she was a champion. In fact, in that
week, believe it or not, because they were
big shows she took Breed wins over a fot of
specials; it made her the number six top
winning bitch for that year because of the
ones she took.

We had moved to Mentana, we were
building the kennels and the house, there
were no shows coming up and | wanted to
get Nishka finished. She had ten points and
both majers. | sent her back to John Ronald
and he was going to show her. This is the
bitch that ended up with both her majors
and twelve Reserves. Unbeknownst to us,
when we had gone down to get another load
fromOregon ta move up to Montana, we had
left my son there with the dogs to take care
of them. He put Nishka with my original
male, Nanuck, insome outside runs we built

and he bred her, |didn'tknow she waslbred.
My son didn't tell me. | sent her off to be
shown by John and here was this pregnant
bitch, Of course, he wasn't feeding her for
being pregnant. She kept getting thinner
and her stomach kept getting bigger. John
took her to the vet who said he thought she
was in whelp. So she came home and
whelped alitter. Thatwas one of the reasons
she never finished. When she came home
| gotinvolved with everything else and other
dogs and | never did make another push to
finish her:

Those are the only times | have ever
had somebody else show my dogs. | have
done all the rest myself. | have shown a lot
of dogs | have either bred and sold, or dogs
that have been sired by one of my studs. |
have finished dogs for people. | do like 1o
show in the classes.

How do you train your puppies
and at what age do you begin?

A lot of people make a big mistake
doing this, but when | sell a puppy | try to

give the buyers informatien how | have done
it. Whatwaorks for me: | like to make it fun for
the puppies. | like to let the puppies be
puppies, not perfect miniature adults. This
is where a lot of people make a big mistake,
they want this puppy lo stand/stay in a
perfect stance. They stack them up and if
the puppy moves a fool they get irritated
and they are too hard with them. You may
end up with a five-month-old puppy that is
trained perfectly and stands: perfectly but
the puppy may not show for you and if it is
showing it has been worked and worked. |
know peaple who get outand work puppies
every single day, do the show routine,
Sammies are intelligent dogs and they get
bored very fast. Once they know it, thay
know it. You don't have to keep repeating
and doing itover and over again. Thisburns
your puppy out. They get totally bored with
it and by the time you really want this dog
competitive he has lost it. He could care
less. He has been worked to death,

The main thing | do with my puppiesis
teach them to bait. | don't get into hand
stacking atall. Maybe | doita little bit on the
grooming table. When | am grooming | will
set a leg or something and tell them in a
happy fun voice how good they are. | teach
themn to bait. | usually do it with another dog
or two. | daitin the kitchen. | figure thatis
the best place to teach a dog to bait. They
always like to hang around in the kitchen
with you when you are cooking, Lots of
times, if you have an older dog that baits
well, they try to copy him. | always try to
make it fun and happy, with a fun voice and
lots of praise. | teach them to walk right into
astack and tobaitintoa stack. |like totouch
the dog as little as possible. As they geta
little older and have leamed to set them-
selves up and stack, then | will start picking
up an elbow and setting a foot, briefly set-
ting themup. Then reward and praise them.
| don’t make it work and | don't do a lot of
repetition.

On the leash | talk to them and praise
them. Tellthem what agood boy or good girl
they are and lots of fun stuff. Sometimes
when they areyoung and inthering they are
a little'wild and jump around a little bit but |
don'tcome down hard on them. | wantthem
to have a fun time and think itis a fun thing.
That is basically how | do it. | don't feal |
need to set my dogs up or stack them.

If you have a dog with correct structure
and it is a show quality dog, it should walk
rightinto a natural stack. Ifitis not builtright
to do that and the only way you can getitto
lookrightisto stackitup, that dog should not
be in the show ring. | get a lot of compli-
ments and comments from people in other
breeds whio watch me show the dogs. They
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say "You look like you are having fun, the
dogs are having fun. | love to watch you
show, Your dogs show sowell for you, |like
it that you are not touching your dogs all the
time." Everyone is hanging onto their necks
and setting their legs and mine are standing
there naturally and looking good. It works
for e from the comments | have had from
people.

At what age do you start balting
your pupples and actually handling
for this show training?

If | am going to keep a puppy, | like to
raise them in the house. My dogs are
versatile, | guess you would say. They can
be kennel dogs or they can be house dogs.
| always want that close association with the
dogs. | wantit to be housebroken and able
tolive in ahouse. |don't like to sell a dog to
somebody who wants strictly an outside
dog. |tell them if they want an oulside dog
they don't want a Sammy. Even though |
havea kennel and a kennel set up, the dogs
can either be in orout. |like tohave themin.
| have & puppy | am raising in every day. If
| have picked a puppy out at ten or twelve
weeks, then | start bringingitin and working
with it slowly.

Do you do some training with
the puppies you sell before they go?

| don't do a whole lot of training. Tha
thing | am mest concerned about is social-
izing them properly. It depends on the size
of thelitter. Lastwinter | had alitter of two so
they were crate trained and leash trained. A
Iot of times the puppies aren't leash trained
when they go. | like to handle sach one
every day, play with each one, bring themin
thie house, lake themin the yard. Theyhave
outside runs so they get in different situ-
ations. | do lots of playing with them. It
depends at what age they go, but some-
times | get them stated on leash work;
Really not too much baiting or anything like
that. Maybe | will take little pieces of cheese
or dog food and get them to take it out of my
hand so they start associating your hand
with a goodie, a treat,

How did you come up with your
kennel name?

Itwas when | was very newindogs. The
first male | bought was from the Polar Prince
line and his name was Polar Nanuck. Then
the male | had gotten was a Misty Way male,
I had those names so | tried to go with the
kind of theme | already had and came up
with Polar Mist, It was nothing real earth-
shattering. If | had been in it a little longer,
it probably wouldn't have been the name |
would have picked. | probably would have
Iried to pick a name a little mere unigue, but
it was just a combination.

Have you done any work other

than conformation and obedience
such as herding or sled dog working
with your Sammies?

No, Ireally haven't. Oncel even bought
some harness and a book on lead-dog
training and worked with one of my dogs on
that. | have always had it in the back of my
mind that | would like to do some hamess
work. Several people have bought dogs
from me that are on sled teamns and do very
well. | have never done: it myself, It is
something | have always thought of doing,
and it would be fun to do but | just never
geem to find the time. | guess that is the
biggest problem, or where | have lived |
didn'tknow anyone whodid itor | didn'thave
any help. If | had semebody | could go to
and get some help and try it, plus the time,
| might be able to.

Are your breedings natural or
controlled?

My breedings are mostly controlled. |
just dan't put two dogs out and let them go
farit. Infact, when | have ayoung male, ifit's
his first breeding, | spend a lot of time
working him. | want that male to kniow that |
am part of the process. If you had a real
cooperative bitch and put a young male out
with her and let him breed her, and you

AmfCan Ch. Polar Mist lce Vixen,

weran't present, | don't know if you had to
work with one later on if there would be a
problem. |try to get them to learn right from
the start that | am a presence who is going
to be there,

There are alot of bitches thathave to be
held. | have read articles where people say
if dogs don't breed naturally without being
held they shouldn'tbe bred. |don'tgoalong
with that at all. For one thing, 99.9 percent
of the bitches are shipped in or breught in,
they are without their owner, they are in a
strange situation, they have some big guy
trying to jump their bones. It can be a
frightening or scary situation for the bitch,
especially if itis a virgin bitch. A lot.of times
they do have to be held, |have held a lot of
bitches, alot of my own bitches. | have had
to muzzie some of them. If | had to do a
breeding totally by myself without any assis-
tance, | have tied the bitch to a post or
something where | can hang onto the back
end and muzzle them so they don't bite if
they get scared.

When | start off with a young male | am
right there. If | have to hold the bitch |
encourage them and talk to them. | always
talk themintoit, telling them that it is okay. |
had a dog that if there was a bitch for
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breading he wouldn't even think of geing in
there. He would always come get me. |
definitely want to be there and make sure
nobody gets injured in any way, either of the
dogs. |-always help even if | have a totally
cooperative bitch. Atleast | stay right there
with them.

Are your males available at stud
to outside bitches?

Yes.

Have you ever refused stud
service on a bitch and if so, why?

Yes, | didn't have that happen too
much in Montana because where | lived
people just didn't come around with dogs.
Usually the way | handle it now, | try to do it
nicely. | don't want to seem arrogant or
above other people because | remember
when | was a novice | didn't know any
different. | don't want to put people or their
dogs down. | usually put so many stipula-
tions or requirements on itthat they wouldn't
even dream of doing it, |tell them | have to
see them and if the dog is not of the guality,
| just try to tell themn in anice way that | don't
really think they should breed the biich and
give them some reason why.

| had semebody approach me a while
back with a bitch. She had a nice pedigree
and bloodline. She was okay. | didn't think
the owner in the situation was very good. |
just didn't want to have my dogs involved
with that particular persen. | looked at her
bitch and said, “The pedigrees really don't
complement each other.” | kind of pushed
her back on the breeder of her bitch, | told
her, “You should really consult with your
breeder and she can give you some advice
on who would be the best to go to with your
bitch.” |really didn'twantto beinvolved with
that particular situation,

|have had some nice dogs and bitches
with good pedigrees, but | have certain
requirements | want them to meet. A lot of
people aren't willing to meet those reguire-
ments and that is fine. | don’t care.

What are some of your require-
ments?

| want the hips and eyes checked. The
dog has to be of good quality and pedigree
with no major faults. Another requirement |
have is that any offspring from one of my
studs is sold on contracts where pets can-
notbe usedfor breeding, spay/neuter agree-
ments. Anything sold to & novice person or
to the general public, a possible show po-
tential or semething like this sold to a new
person, | want the dogsold on contract that
they cannot use the dog for breeding with-
out going back to the breeder and getting
approval, stud or bitch approval from the
breeder.

There are some breeders who are sell-
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ing good dogs without any kind of guide-
lines or contracts. The buyers aren't going
backtothe breeder. They decide thair bitch
is a year old, having her first season so they
are trying to find adog to breed her to. They
have a good quality deg with & good pedi-
gree and they are breeding it to a know-
nothing dog. Then they turn around and sell
the puppies very cheaply, other people are
getting them and it has just turned into a
vicious circle. It all goes backtothe original
breeder who didn't think to putconditions on
the puppies they scld.

|came back to Oregon and found some
of the bloodline | started with in undesirable
situations in the hands of backyard breed-
ers. Other breeders in the area have sold
dogs in the same way. Now they have their
bloodlines or combinations of bloodlines
going back to some really good dogs being
bredindiscriminately and sold very cheaply.
What they are doing is cutting the throat of
the good breeder who is trying to breed a
good Sam. | don't care if nobody uses my
stud dogs if they aren't going 1o do it right.

How many litters do you think a

Am/Can Ch. Paolar Mist Ain't She Foxy.
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bitch should have in her lifetime?

It depends upon the bitch, Some are
gagy breeders. |f the dog has problems
whelping and things of that nature it should
be limited and well thoughtout. Ifshe has ng
prablems, if she whelps easily, five litters is
all right. Alotof my bitches have around five
litters. It also depends on the size of the
litters, Sometimes they only have one ar two
puppies; then maybe you could breed them
six times or so, depending on the situation,
That works out about right.

Do you wean the puppies your-
self or let the bitch take care of it?

Years ago | used to wean the puppies
myself. | don'tlike doing that. | have found
| just prefer to let the mother do it them-
selves. |t works out much better. lusedto
saywhen they were six waeks old it was time
totake the mother away . | would have upset
mothers and upset puppies. It just didn’t
wark. |letthe mother totally doit on her own,
although | do start feeding them by four
weeks of age. | have had bilches nursing
her puppies until they were shipped at ten
and eleven weeks old. | have had other
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mothers that wanted to wean themn at four or
five weeksold. |justletmomdoit. Moms are
happier, puppies are happier. Itjust makes
a better situation. There is cne thing my
bitches do that | really don't like, when they
start weaning their puppies they regurgitate
their food for them, | guess they have some
pretly strong instincts, but every one of my
girls do that.

What about when a bitch whelps,
are you there and do you help them?

Yes. |amalwaysthere justincasethere
isaproblem. Lotsoftimes they tend to have
them at night. | sleep right there with them.
| am up with them all night if need be. | have
a whelping room now that is under the
stairway in the basement. | used to sitdown
there on the floor, but now | have a whelping
box in one of the dens downstairs with a
hide-a-bedinitso | can get themright there.
At night | can lie down and have them beside
me and rest in between, | have had lots of
puppies born totally in the sac, which hasn't
broken. A lot of times, if they come close
together or mom is busy with one puppy, |
have seen bitches have a puppy come out
in the sac and they weren't really aware that
the puppy was there. She was busy working
on another puppy. If | hadn't been thera to
get the puppy out, it would have died. | am
sure mostofthetime | reallydon't needto be
there and they would do just fine without me,
but | get real nervous about whelping and |
really like to be there in case something
should happen and they need help or assis-
tance. | have had stuck puppies before and
just about everything that can happen, I've
been through, so | .do like 10 be there.

At what age do you evaluate
your puppies for pet or show qual-
It"b

| really evaluate them all along. | have
read where some people say they can
gvaluate them from birth, but | sure can't. |
cantell if itis a nice-looking puppy, ahealthy
puppy or has some nice features surely, but
| can't pick the pick of the litter or the best
puppies of the litter. | have had some runts
and puny, skinny puppies turn out to be the
best puppies that came outof that particular
litter,

It always gets me when people say they
cull litters because some puppies are small
or puny (skinny or long). | have had a lot of
experiences where those puny, runty-look-
ing puppies turned out to be fabulous dogs.
Keohoutek was one. He was one of the small
puppies in the litter.

One of Minx's puppies was very |ittle
and small, He was pretty, but | sold him as
a pet because the people wantad a small
male. Minx is a smaller bitch and Breaker
tends to sire percentages on the small side.

Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Naughty Angel.

| figured with the combination inbreed he
would be a small one. That dog turned out
to be the biggest dog in the litter as an adult,
| don't judge them when they are born, no.

| don't mark my puppies, | don't calor
codethem, | don'tdoany of those things. By
the time the puppies are five weeks old, |
pretty much kriow every puppy in that litter,
| recognize them all. | just watch them as a
whole in the litter together and individually,
You usually can't see a whole lot on going
and coming type movemeant until they are
getting around eight weeks old. | like to pick
somewhere around eight weeks and | defi-
nitely like to keep them until they are ten
weeks old. | have changed my mind more
than once between eight and ten weeks on
what puppies | like the best. | feel ten waeks
15 a good age to make upmy mind, and what
Ilike or pickisn't necessarily someone else's
preference either. More than once another
breeder will pick a different pup.

When you sell an adult bitch, do

you have an agreement about get-
ting puppies back?

| have not done that a lot, no. On a
couple of occasions, if | form a co-owner-
ship and | want a puppy and they want a
puppy, or | get first choice or they do, or we
split the litter or something like that, | do
agreements like that quite often.

On your co-ownerships, do you
sell the dogs or bitches for less
money?

Yes, | have. | sell them for maybe half
the price of what | would normally sell the
dog for. Infact, | have just sold two puppies
under co-ownerships.

Do you have anything In your
contracts about taking pupples or
adult dogs back H the people can-
not keep it for soms reason?

Yes. Infact, | have in my contract that
| have first option to take the dog whether it
is for sale or to be given away, Unfortu-
nately, there have been people who have
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not contacted me and sold the deg or, ina
couple of cases, given the dog to some-
body. They have given the dog into situ-
ations or ta people | would not want the dog
to be in and | have gotten very upset about
it. | started adding in my contract specifi-
cally that *if they don't comply with all the
aspects-of the contract all guarantees are
null-and void.” | have alse started adding
“and leaves buyer open to collection of
punitive damages and all legal fees.” | have
just putthatin to help prevent my dogs from
ending up in undesirable situations. You
can scare people a litte bit if they don't
follow the contract they could monetarily
end upwith a problem, maybe making them
think twice about not doing the right thing,

| definitely try to get the dog backif 1 can
and place it in an acceptable home, al-
though | can probably count on one hand
the times this has happened, where the dog

didn't turn out or they needed to place it for
personal reasons.

Do you have guarantees In your
contracts about hips, eyes and that
sort of thing?

Yes. If | sell a dog as show quality |
guarantee it as show quality. If the dog
doesn't turn out, | like to see the dog, have
a knowledgeable person see the dog, or
have a video taken of the dog to make sure
that the dog indeed has a problemn, and, of
course, you get vet or OFA reports on the
hips and eyes to go by. | do like to see the
dog raised up until it is two because some
dogs go through some pretty awful stages,
some really funny growing stages. | won't
accept adog back because somebodyisn't
winning with the dog and it is geing through
a funny stage. | know some terrible stages
my dogs have gone through. At that paint |
would have given them away, too. They

turned cut to be outstanding dogs.

Another thing that is hard is environ-
mental conditions. | have known of people
who have raised dogs on slick floors. |really
preach against it and tell them to watch it, A
lot of people don't even realize it. | have
known dogs that ended up being hocky,
and cometo find out they were raised strictly
onatile orlinoleum floor. Thatis agray area
if you have a show deg that is raised that
way. | doguarantee the quality, the hips and
the eyes.

Do you have replacements or do
you rafund their money?

My palicy is to give areplacement dog.
| have, because of a couple bad situations
in the past, put a clause in my contract
“replacement or a cash refund of half of
what was paid for the dog.” | putin "sellers
option.” This way if, later on down the road,
| find it was a home that was really undesir-
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able and the dog didn't turn out | can give
them some cash back, but my policy is to
give them a replacement. | will give a
replacement unless | feel it is a situation |
don'twant to see ancther dogin. That gives
me an out to pay them off. If they want to
keep the dog, they can. With alot of people
it is their pet, they want to keep the dog. If
they spay or neuter the dog they definitely
can keep itand they will get areplacement.

What do you feed your dogs?

| feed lams, and | have also been trying
Lick Your Chops, an all-natural food.

Do you use any supplements?

| use wheat germ oil and vitamin C. |
have gone te using an ester type of C
supplement.

Any special extra things when
the bitch is in whelp?

They go on Eukanuba at that time, |
don't believe in giving dogs the real hot-dog
foods like Eukanuba unless they are in a
siress situation, they are showing, they need
to be built up, if they have gatten down in
weight for some reason, they have been
sick, they are nursing orin whelp, Then | like
togive themthe Eukanuba, but for everyday
use a good maintenance food is sufficient, |
have-known too many people whose dogs
have started having skin problems and all
types of different problems, come to find out
they are on this real hot-dog food. They are
lying around the house; those foods were
developed for dogsinstresssituations. They
shouldn't be fed that sortof food unless they
a@re in a situation where they need some-
thing extra.

Do you condition your dogs?

| really don't have to road work and do
that sort of thing. We have always had a lot
ofacreage. Wehave 50acreshere. We had
40 acres in Montana. We fence in some
acreage for the dogs. They are only in the
kennel at night unless itis stormy. They are
out all day long from early in the morning
until dark. There are several dogs in-each
outside run. When they are out there to-
gether they have a half acre or so-of trees
andwoods. Theyrun, they play, theywrestle;
they chase squirrels, they dig, so they stay
inreally good muscled condition. | also hike
with my dogs a lot. | take one or two,
sometimes three or four, and | do anywhere
from six- to twelve-mile hikes with themn
through the summer,

When you show the Sammies,
how much grooming should be done?

They need to be thoroughly combed,
brushed and bathed. A good scrubbing. |
like to shampoo them up twice, sometimes
ifyou have areal dirty dog you have to go for
three times, usually twice is sufficient.
Thoroughly brush and comb them out. The

only trimming | do is around the hocks and
the fest area to neaten them up. Other than
that, that is it, comb, brush and bathe.

Do you spend extra time at the
show doing a little extra grooming?

Yes, | get them all done at home and |
try to get to the show an hour or two before
| go in the ring and thoroughly go over
everybody again.

Please explain how you kennel
your dogs and what your set up Is
like.

Am/fCan Ch. Pepsi Kola of Polar Mist,

The kennel runs are decking with gravel
at the-end of their runs. There is wire down
on the-ground with gravel on top of it so the
dogs can't dig. When the dogs are in the
kennel, they lie up on the decking. When
they have to go to the bathroom they go
down in the gravel and go to the bathroom.
Even the puppies do that. Occasionally
somebody goes on the decking, but it is

very seldom. They just automatically tend to
goto the end of the run and goin the gravel
area. |like to keep the dogs on decking, It
is s0 much better and healthier for them. It
canbe washed and disinfected. The gravel
can be washed and disinfected. | don't like
to see my dogs on concrete. | know what it
i5 like if | stand on concreteall day. Itis real
harsh en their coats, the coats tend to get
stained easier. It is hard on their structure
standing on concrete all the time, | like the

wood decking for them to be kenneled on.

Is therer any particular kind of
wood that you use for the decking
out here?

We have used cedar. It depends on
what area of the country you live in. People
terid o think of Oregon asrainy, Inthevalley
it is very wet. Thatis where | grew up and
where | started in Sammies. We had cedar
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decking there. In Montana where it was
drier we had larch decking. Itis a very dry
climate here and you wouldn't have to use
cedar. You get the decking up off the
ground so it isn't collecting moisture. You
treat it with a sealer. The kennel is entirely
covered with aroof. The dogs have four-foot
wide runs. They have their houses which
are like box areas. You go down the isle in
the canter of the decking and you can open
the doors into the enclosed sleeping area
and there is a door at the other end into the
kennel run and gravel area.

Is this basically all outdoors for
the dogs or do they have some way
to come Indoors?

All their runs are covered, thereis aroof
over the whole thing. Their houses are
totally enclased except for the opening into
the run. The sides of the kennel are open.

Do you have your grooming area
out by the kennel?

We do all breed grooming here at the
boarding kennel, so | have ahuge grooming
room with all kinds of driers and tables. All
the eguipmentis down there, soall the dogs
go down to the grooming room to be
groomed. | have a raised tub with a good
spray nozzle onit, |just hook the dogstothe
wall and wash away.

You operate a beoarding and
grooming kennel here?

Yes.

Do you find any problems with
diseases others might bring in to
your own dogs?

There is a much higher risk, yes, even
though the kennels are totally separate and
quite a way apart, you still can't aveid vi-
ruses from your shoes and clothes even
though you try to dip feet, you don’t always
doit. When | have puppies lam much more
careful. | have a Purex dip outside’ the
kennel and a spray bottle. | try to be much
mare conscientious.,

One of my litters got hit with parvo last
summer. The last time | had puppies that
had parvo was in 1980. | am sure it was
because of the boarding kennel. The pups
had been vacainated for parvo but they still
gotit. Lastmonth | had some coronain here.
| had a litter and fortunately the pupplies
were only five weeks old, they had symp-
toms but they were anly 24 hour symptoms.
We had some diarrhea and vomiting. Then
three of my adults, one after the other, had
diarrhea. One of my bitches had a very high
fever, like 105 1/2, and terrible diarrhea. The
vetsaid, "Let's test this. By the time we find
out what the results are they are probably
going to be all over with it.” That was the
case, but it was corona.

The dogs had all beenvaccinated within

the last six months for corona, The funny
thing is thattwo of the bitches that gotithave
had corona in the past, but there is more
than one strain of corona just like there is
maie than one strain of parvo. Even though
they had been vaccinated, they did getit. It
was funny because two of the bitches were
my older bitches who had had corona and
one was a young bitch. Nobody else in the
kennel, other than the five-week-old pup-
ples, gotitand | have youngerdogsinthere,
so it was funny how it worked.

We do have dogs that come into the
boarding kennel and even though they are
all vaccinated, we getsome with suspicious
diarrhea at times. | feelit is corona, unfortu-
nately, the vets around here, unless you
request it, don't automatically vaceinate for
corona. There has been coronain a portion
of dogs that have come into the kennel.
There have been some bouts of kennel
cough this winter in the boarding kennel.
None of my dogs got it, | vaccinate for
boratella. Asaprecaution they get the extra
kennel cough vaccine. |do feel that having
the boarding kennel does increase the risk
to my own dogs, but as my vet says, my
dogs are building up all these Immunities as
well, In the long run they are going to be
ahead for having these immunities.

Do you require the dogs you
board to have all vaccinations cur-
rent?

Yes. We have gone around with the
vets in this town because they do not vacci-
nate for boratelia or corona. | have called
the different vets and talked to them about i,
| really wish they would do it. People come
from out of town to board and they have all
that stuff because they are required to and
the vets do it, but in this town for some
reason they den't do it

What advice would you give to
other breeders or people who are
Just starting out in Samoyeds?

I would tell them if they are just starting
new and going ta buy their first puppy, do
not go out and buy the first dog that comes
along or that they see. It is almost impos-
sible to look at a Sammy litter and resist a
puppy. they are so cute. They should do
their homework, Read Sammy books, read
the standard, read the history of the breed.
Be sure this is the type of dog they want, for
onething. Inthe boarding kennel we see so
many people buy on impulse. They buy a
breed that is totally unsuitable for them, for
their life-style, because it appeals to them.
People should always research the breed
tharoughly, make sure it is the breed they
want. Thendon't gooutand buy the firstone
that comes along. Write or contact several
breeders, go tosome dog shows, look atthe

different ones and ask questions, lots of
guestions. See if they can find somebody
whaois willing to talk and waork with them. A
lot of people will buy a puppy and the
breeder doesn't have anything to do with
themn afterwards, sothey are kind of lost and
don't have any help. They should try tofind
a breeder or somebody who is willing to
work with them and give them some guid-
ance, information and help.

And remember you usually get what
you pay for. If you try to cut corners to save
$100 or $200 and end up with a mediocre
dog, itwillcost you a lot more in the long run
to finish that dog. The initial cost is slight
compared to what you will end up putting
into the dog.

Sornebody starting out, ifthey are going
to get a foundation, a beginning dog, they
need to getl the best dog they can find.
Structure is probably the most important
thing. You can always add pretties, coal
and things like that but you should always
find a structurally sound dog. That is the
most important thing. Just go from there.

Would you recommend a local
breed club, national breed club and/
or an all breed club?

Yes, definitely. You canlearnalot. All
breed clubs are nice because there isn't so
muchcompetitiveness. You getintoabreed
club and sometimes there are lots of jeal-
ousies going on. Itis an unfortunate part of
showing dogs. It gets into pecple’s egos
and competitiveness. Some people can
deal with that very well and others can't deal
with it at all. They:shouldn't really be in the
dog game if they can't deal with it.

All breed clubs can be fun because
everybody has a different breed and you
can learn from each other. A lot of times
peaple in other breeds are willing to help
you where sometimes in your own breed
peaple aren't willing to help you. They don't
wan! to see you be competition. | know | ran
into that myself when | started, (laughter)
Everything was a big secret. The grooming
was a big secret and this was a big secret,
Youjusthadtolearn by trial and error. ltwas
very difficult. If you can get somebody o
advise you, it is good because it is hard to
get started, know what to do and how to do
it unless there is some help from some-
where,

is the parent club doing enough
to educate Judges and new mem-
bers?

| am sure there is a lot more they could
do. Itis difficult. SCA works very slowly, A
board getsin and decides to wark on some-
thing, lots of times itis never completed or a
new board comes in and they don't carry
through with things that have been started,
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things are dropped. | have seen that hap-
penalot. Of course, a clubis only as good
as its members and if you have people who
are willing o work that always helps.

The last | heard | was the chairman of
the committee for the Register of Merit. That
was something that was started here a few
years ago. My understanding of the Regis-
ter of Merit is that the dogs receive this
award for producing. If they have produced
five champions they have earned a Register
of Merit or something of that sort, They were

trying to put too much inta it when they did
it before. Then a new beard came in and
they never proceeded with it. That was
another thing that was dropped.

There are so many breeds that have
this, most of them do and why the Sammy
doesn't, | don't know except they never
carried through with getting it. It is a good
thing to have because | am asked all the
time "How many Registers of Merit do your
dogs have? "None, we don't have that.”
There are lots of dogs and bitches that don't

get the recognition, that have produced
fabulously, and because of the way it is set
up the recognition is top stud dog or top
brood bitch. Maybe that dog's offspring
didn't happen to all becorme champions the
same yearsoitdidn'track up enough points,

The way the SCA does it is they add the
points the dog has weon, not only do you get
25 points for afinished champion, but if they
wenamajor, aBreed, aGroup placementor
Bestin Show, they get points for all of those.
S0 you can take a dog that might have only
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produced two champions that year but they
did a lot of big winning, they can actually
end up being top brood bitch or top stud
dag because their two offspring have more
points than the dog that produced five
champions. That is the way it works with
SCA, There are a lot of dogs that don't get
the recognition. They aren't top stud dog or
top brood bitch but they definitely have
produced a lot of champions that have done
some nice winning and have been a credit
to the breed and there is no recagnition for
them.

Is that what this commilitee Is
going to do, research the different
dogs?

Right. What we want to do is presenta
program, figure out how many champions
the dog has to produce toreceive a Register
of Merit. Say for every five champions they
have produced they have received a Regis-
ter of Merit. So if they have a dog who has
produced fifteenchampions, they havethree
Registers of Merit. Itis a cognition for top
producers; Like I said, sometimes you have
a top producer who has never received a
top anything, This gives them the recogni-
fion that they are a top producer.

How long have you lived In your
present location?

it will be three years this summer.

Why did you move back to Ore-
gon from Montana?

For one thing Montana is a huge state.
It is not very pepulated and the distances
are extreme to everywhere: | was spending
at least half of my life in the car. The
economy was very bad inthatarea. Infact,
people were lgaving the area because the
economy was doing so poorly. We felt we
needed tc be somewhere a little closer to
civilization where we could do better eco-
nomically and | could be closer to my dog
stuff. (laughter)

| had started a boarding kennel in
Montana, My dadwas living here for awhile,
| came to visit him in Bend and | really liked
the area. | did not want to go back to the
valley because | cannot stand the climate
over there, Itrains all the time or 90 percent
of the time. After living in Montana with the
drier climate, we got used to that and we
really liked the climate here as well because
it was even drier. We checked this area out
and | had a girlfriend who was the manager
of the humane society in this area, | talked
to her about a boarding kennel here. She
said they needed a good one desperately,
all there was was an old bearding kennel
that wasn't very good. |t didn't have a very
good reputation and they could use areally
good one, so that is what we decided ta do
- come here and pul in a well-run clean

operation. That is how we ended up down
here.

How many children do you have
and are they living at homa?

| have two children, and no, they are not
living athome, thank Ged. (laughter) | have
asonandadaughter. My senis 24 and my
daughter was 22 yesterday. They are both
off on their own.

Were they ever Involved with
the dogs or are they?

Notreally, they did a litie bit, |hada 4-
H class for years and they were in 4-H with
the dogs. It was a dog 4-H. They went to
shows with me at times. They did a little bit
but they had no real interest there. Both the
kids at times had things happen that might
have gotten them enthused had they been
inclined that way. Many times, since | did
this totally by myself, | would take a dog and
a biteh to show and more than once | had
Winners Dog and Winners Bitch. | would be
frantically trying to find somebaody and lots
of times | would grab one of my kids to take
oneof the dogsin. Iwould give them the ane
| didn't want ta win. | would take the one in
that | wanted to go Bestof Winners because
there were more points or something. More
times than not, the kid won with the one |
didn't want to win, So they beat mom and
they would feel really good about that. If
anything wouid have gotten them enthused
itwould have been a couple of nice wins like
that where they felt good about beating
mom, but neither one of them are very much
interested in it: No, they are not into dogs.

You are married now?

Yes.

What about your husband, is he
Involved In the dogs at all?

He is the pooper scooper, chief kennel
boy for the boarding kennel and builder. He
used to be a contract builder, so we built our
houses and kennels. He has always built
the kennels. He neverreally had anything to
do with the dogs at all. He weuld build my
kennels for me but that was the extent of it.
He never wanted his name on the papers,
nothing whatsoever,

| started in the grooming business as a
way to support my dogs, ta pay for showing
my dogs, having the Sammies, Otherwise
there was no way | would have been able to
doit. so | went to grooming school, learned
to groom and started a grooming business.
When we moved to Montana | continued
with the grooming business and | was get-
ting requests all the time (there were no
boarding kennels at all in the area) if | would
board dogs, so he built me a boarding
kennet and | started boarding and groom-

ing.
Anyway, | turned my little business into

such a success that all he: does now is take
care of the boarding kennel. He no longer
builds houses except our own. He has built
all the kennels. We are putting up asecond
kennel building right now for the boarding
business. It has turned out to be such a
success that we have to expand. We have
only been open two years.

Do you board both dogs and
cats?

Yes, we have a cattery and all breed
grooming. Inolenger havetodothegroom-
ing, we have a full-time groomer now. Be-
fore | was the chief groomer.

Do you have extra kennel help?

Yes. We have a couple of gals who
work part-time. They come in and help out
at the kennel.

Are you and your husband able
to get away together?

Yes, attimes. Notalot. He never has
beeninterested, heis proud of the dogsand
the things they have done and that | have
done with the dogs, but he has never had
any interest in dog shows. He has gone a
couple of times with me, but he finds them
guite boring. | guess unless you are in-
volved with it, it is kind of boring once you
have seen the dogs. Thereisnot awhole lot
to do there because the dogs are all doing
the same thing over and over. Hereally has
nointerestin that, Heloves animals. Hewas
raised ona farm, adairy. Hehas alwayshad
a dog. He has a nice way with them. You
have to love animals and have afeel for them
to run a boarding kennel. You just couldn’t
doitotherwise, itis alot ofwork and the dogs
know, too. The dogs will fee! comfortable
with you and respond to you, you have tobe
able to like animals and understand them.

How have the dogs affected your
life-style? Any benefits or draw-
backs of having dogs that you have
seen over the years?

The drawbacks are sad things that
happen, dogs dying, losing puppies for
various reasons. You feel so helpless. |had
one litter that | lost to herpes virus. Of
course, until they were all dead, we didn't
know what it was. That was arealsad thing
to see healthy, thriving puppies die oneata
time, each day a new one. There have been
some real heartaches. Watching a nine- or
ten-week-old puppy die with parvo.

Benefits - | have enjoyed the dogs thor-
oughly. They have been a lot of fun. We
wouldn't bein the business we are in today
if ithadn't been for the dogs, they started the
whole thing. It justkind of snowballed, built
up. The vehicles you drive, the cars are
because of the dogs. The clothes you buy
are because of the dogs. | have gotten to
see all over the country, different states,
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going to Mationals and meeting lots of
people. |have gotten tosee lots of sightsee-
ing things people make special trips to see
just because they are around an area where
adog showis. |have metlots ofnice people
and farmed some nice, close friendships.
Those are a lot of the pluses.

Do you have any other hobbles
or interests outside the dogs?

| like to ski. |like to cross-country ski. |
doboth. | prefer to cross-country ski. This
country is wonderful for it. We have allthese
mountains and hundreds of miles of trails.

Bolar Mist Baerstone Nishka.

The winter here is great. Being where the
high desert meets the mountains, we hardly
getany snow here at the house. We geta
little bit on the ground. You can drive ten
miles and youare insix feet of snow. Soitis
close and lots of fun, They maintain the
trails, this is a big recreation area, tourist
area. There are lakes, rivers, water falls,
mountains and they maintain the trails very
well, so there are lots of recreation things to
do. | have always loved the cutdoors and |
like to do a lot of outdoor things, In the
summer | do a lot of high mountain hiking. |

enjoy daing those things.

The dogs can fit right In.

Right. The dogs getto go. Mot all the
time. | take the dogs cross-country skiing
but there are areas where the dogs aren't
allowed and there are areas where the dogs
are allowed. One thing about taking the
dogs, they have atendency, especially when
you are going downhill, te runin front of you
rightin the skitrail. Itis fun totake them out
in the snow, though at times | don't want to
bother with themn because they get in the
way. They dolike to run in the trail and they
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screw up the ski trail. | enjoy hiking with
them, they love to go, they chase squirrels
and race up and down the frail. They have
agoodtime. Ofcourse, | only take dogs that
behave and come when | call them. | have
had some dogs that would take off chasing
a squirrel or a deer and you wouldn't see
them for hours, so | take dogs that are very
obedient and respond when you tell them
something.

Is there anything that we haven't
covered or any Issues that you would
like to address?

I think we have talked about everything.

Do you have any pet peeves?

One of my pet peeves is some of the
competitiveness with the people. Some of
the back-stabbing thatis done, rumers. The
rumors | hear sometimes are things | have
personal knowledge of and | know the true
facts, it just blows my mind some of the
things people come up with. It is usually a
dog that is & known dog, a dog that is
winning or a dog that is producing, any little
thing that comes along whether it is a
dysplastic offspring or something, itis blown
so totally out of proportion. Peaple don't
look at the whole picture. Ifitis So-and-so's
champion down the street that no one has
ever heard of and it produced-a dysplastic
dog, nobody would ever know or hear about,
but if it is & known dog the whole country
hears aboutit. Thenall of asudden this poor
dog has a reputation of siring all thesa
dyspiastic dogs. Nobody looks at the whole
picture of how many dogs this dog has
produced. What is the percentage? A lot of
times, the rumor just boils down to plain
jealousy. A competitor started it or people
don't like the owner of the dog. It all goes
back to jealousy. You know you are on top
whenthereare allthese rumors going around
about you or your dogs, you have slept with
the judges or your dog has produced every-
thing under the sun. Itis crazy.

A lot of people get along. We are real
fortunate here inthe Northwest. Mostevery-
body in this area pretty much respects each
other. We have one gal in particular who is
pretty widely known as a back-stabber, She
is real nice to your face and says terrible
things behind your back about you and/or
your dogs to the next person. | don'tlike that
sort of thing.

Is she a Sammy person?

Yes, but the majority of people con-
gratulate each other. Maybe you don't
particularly like that person’'s dogs, butmost
people are pretty nice and supportive. There
are always a few who can't stand it. We all
take our turns. Noteverybody canwinall the
time. Some people win cne day and some
the other day. That is the way itis. Every-

body needs to accept that and really
shouldn't be in it if it bothers them and
affects them so badly that they have to tum
vicious and nasty andtry to hurtother people.

| have known people who have been

Polar Mist Jet Set'r,

totally driven out of dogs because of this.
Who needs this? | know of a novice person
who just recently went to his very first dog
show. |told him of a breeder in the area, his
deg was a grandson of this person’s dog. |
told him to introduce himself and tell them he
had a descendant of their dog. A novice

person needs help and it is nice to getto
know somebody in your area. Itis awonder
this guy will even go back to another dog
show. The person was very rude to him, very
abruptand then totally criticized his clothes,

the way he showed the dog, etc. This was
his first dog show! There is a way to tell
people things to give them help and advice
without criticizing them. He called me up
and was really upset. He said, "l don't need
to be talked 1o that way "

Breeders and people who have been
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around a while need to be a little more
considerate and try to help new people,
Maybe they have caught you at a bad time
and you are busy trying to get into the ring,
tell them you would love to talk, but come
see you when you are finished.

Anather thing | don'tlike is judges who
are rude and abrupt to exhibitors; | know of
novice people who don't even care to show
adogagain because of theill treatment they
have received from a brusque judge. Some
of the judges look like they hate what they
are doing. They have a scowl on their face
and they are real shartwith you, |knowofan
incident, a friend of mine was there, where
the judge had twa of his novice exhibitors in
tears. He was so abrupt with them and
upset them so much, they came out of the
ring crying. Judges, if they are going to
judge; should act as though they like what
they are doing or they like the dogs instead

of being shert and crabby,

| also don't like judges who can't see
past the front of their entry, the first dogs in
line. | have been at the back of the line
before when the judge sends you around to
watch the gaiting and he turns with the front
half and he has never seen you. More than
once | have been in that situation. You feel
like shouting, "Hey, remember us back here,
you are not even looking at us, you never
have looked atus.”

| have watched judges watching down
and backs and never look at the dog down
and back, they are gazing into the nextring,
they are somewhere else. Itis not cheap to
show a dog. There are entry fees and lots of
times you are traveling, staying overnight. it
is an expensive hobby and you put too
much time into getting that dog ready to go
into the ring to have a judge who doesn't
even look atyour dog orgive you the consid-

eration or the time to really evaluate your
dog because he is disinterested, he doesn't
care or he already has his mind made up he
is going to put up So-and-so because he
knows him. Judges need to pay a little bit
more attention to their entry and their exhib-
itors and try to make people feel they are
getting their money's worth, Thatis another
thing that really bothers me when you go to
all the expense and work and then not to
aven be looked atand ill treatment of exhib-
itors, especially new people by both judges
and established breeders.

is there anything else that you
would like to add?

| could probably think of things all day
long if | thought long enough. | really can't
think of anything right off hand.

Thank you for the Interview. |
appreciate your letting me come
out and | enjoyed . »

Announcing THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY

Upcoming Stars Issue

The Annual SQ Upcoming Stars Issue deadline is May 1, 1990. We are offering
a special ad rate for this section of only $59 per page. (No limit on the number of
pages!) We need one photo of your dog (color or black and white) and a maximum
of 50 words of copy plus your name, address and phone number. The photo will be

returned.

The Upcoming Stars Issue will feature a special preformatted section (no
special lettering or layout allowed on ads for this section, and only one photo per
page). Don’t miss out - send your ad in now to The Samoyed Quarterly!

DEADLINE - MAY 1, 1990

Ads for the formatted section of each theme issue are only

$59 each

for a full page, including one photo.
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