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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks With
Bob and Wanda Krauss
K-WAY

Poynette, Wisconsin

This interview was conducted at the home of
Bob aned Weanda Kranst in June of 1992/ by Judy
Mears.

FHow fong: have you been i . ?m?'rrﬁ’

Wanda: Abour 25 years: We got the
first one in 1968, a week before we moved
out of our second-fleor apartment. We
were enthusiastic.

Bob: We got married in June of 1967
and moved into an apartment in Madison.
I was still a student at the time. The first
thing we did was get a cat, the only animal
we were allowed in the apartment with us.
We had always wanted a dog, and as soon
we had the opportunity of moving from the
apartment into a house, we started looking
around for one. We had decided we were
cither going to get a Saint Bernard or a
Sammy. Thank heavens, we got
Samoyeds! [lau hter)

Wanda: We were skiers, outdoor peo-
ple, and we wanted an outdoor dog.

Bob: We camped, we owned a couple
horses and we wanted a dog that was larpe
enough to be'able to go out on the trails
and run around and do things with us. In
the end, the Sam seemed the better choice
and I'm really glad that we chose it.

How did you_find your first Sumoyed?

Wanda: The first dog we got came
from an ad in the paper by an owner who
had problems and had the dog in a board-
ing kennel. She had to get the dog out of
the house and was boarding it.

Bob: The owner of the house was
complaining because the dog was digging
up his flower beds. This dog was four
months old at the ime. The lady had only
had it a couple of months and already it
was causing problems for her and she
decided it was best to make the break
before she became too attached to the dog,

Wanda: [ was reading James Michen-
er's book Hewai at the time, and his name
became “Kapu,” which is “forbidden.”

Bob: Because he was always doing
forbidden things. (laughter)

Wanda: | had had ammals all my Life.
I owned my first horse when [ was about
five, and we lived on the first road out of
town s0 we had dogs dropped off that wan-
dered in regularly. I did everything from
dress them up like dolls to teaching them to
do arcus acts. The first purebred dog I had
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when I was a 4-H kid was an Airedale,
which I obedience trained. We went into
abedience with Kapu, and met Mel and
Miriam Lasky of Suruka Orr, and Don and
Dorothy Hodges of Kipperic at obedience,
and started gong out on sledding exercise
evenings with them. We took the dops
camping, worked them, got into them as a
working animal.

Si, shawing d{}g‘.; toet really secondary to
having them as pels:

1‘n‘s;‘/:mu::la: p]iight.

Bob: Initally, that was true. We got
our first dog strictly as a pet and started
working him in obedience. As I recall, the
spring of 1969, after we got Kapu, we went
to an obedicnce match in Green Bay, Since
conformation was also offered at that time,
we took Kapu into the conformation class.
We didn't know 1oo much about it, but we
ended up winning Breed and a Group IIL
(laughter)

Wanda: The only other time the dog
was shown i a match, he got a Gruup
placement, also. Within a few weeks after
that, we put in an entry for a show, but he
went out and ran into the side of my
nephew's school bus and broke his neck.
We were left without a dog at that point.
We had just gotten into the idea of show-
ing, and we wanted to be in better quality
amumals. [ had that idea from the horses.
When I was showing horses, I was showing

grade horses and losing to the children of
people who had money, and who had regs-
tered, professionally trained horses. One of
our original premises was we would love
the good ones, rather than keeping just the
dogs we had because we loved them. If
they weren't good enough to make the
grade, somebody else could love them.

Bob: Long before we got dogs, when
We Were dﬂtlng ‘CVCI’Rl VCHI'S C"uhcr wo
were already going out on camping trips
with horses, going to the Madison Saddle
Club and Arabian shows here in town, We
were very familiar with conformation in
horses, and kind of followed that route for
along time. In fact, before we got married
we were deciding whether we ought to get
into purchred horses or purcbred do,

We Eccidcd that we might be able to afford
showing one purebred horse, and that dogs
scemed like a better bet, especially since I
was still in school at the time. The dogs
were sort of a natural thing to get involved
in. When we decided to get a second Sam
we decided to look for an established breed-
er in order to get a better quality animal.
We also decided we would try getting a
fernale instead of a male this time.

Wanda: We went to Phyllis Watson
of Prairiewind Kennels in Kansas, One of
the things we had been doing in horses was
driving around, visiting the Eglrms, and see-
ing the quality of animals - surveying the

Ch. K-Way's Gay Gazelle CD, her puappnes aned frienids,
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scene — 50 we took that same tack in the
dogs and became associated with a very
E::;od breeder to get our foundation stock.

e also wanted to start out with a year-old
bitch who was x-raved. At that time, OFA
was one year rather than two years, She
was a granddaughter of Ch, Nachalnik of
Drayalene, who was the top producing dog
in Samoyeds at that tme. E\Tc started at the
top with good stock.

Bob: Phyllis Watson had offered us
two bitches that she had for sale. One was
a daughter of Nachalnik and the other was
a granddaughter of Nachalnik. The daugh-
ter was only about cight months old at the
time, and hadn't had a hip X-ray yet,

Wanda: She was also adolescent, to
say the least. (laughter)

Bob: High in the rump; a litle saggy
in the back, and just generally was gangly.
It didn't really appeal to us at all, whereas
the other ene was two years old and more
mature and, we felt, a little more typey, and
thought she would probably be a little bet-
ter brood bitch for us, so that was the one
we took.

Wanda: Subsequently, we did one
breeding with that bitch, which produced
one puppy that had mest of the faults of
both the sire‘and the dam (laughter). We
did point her and actwally came very close
to getting a major on her, which scared us
because we knew she wasn't that good,

We ended up also buying the previously
adolescent, but now very nice young bitch,
who became our foundation bitch, Ch.
Prairiewind’s Shanna CD.

Honw many litters have you bred?

Wanda: Somewhere around 50 or
thereabouts.

Bob: 1 would say, in total, slighthy
over 200 puppies in 20 years. '

Did yau have a particular plan i your breed-
intg, anything you were working towards as far as
pedigree or strieture?

Waneda: We looked both at pedigrees
and the individual dogs. We'd heard a
story about an Arabian ranch that was run
by two brothers. One looked at the pedi-
grees and the other looked at the animals,
and only when they could agree could they
make a breeding. Since we started with the
dogs from a working standpoint, we did a
lot of rraveling and speaking wiﬂlfcoplc
who were well-known in the breed at the
time and leamned a lat about the dogs. It
was basically four years until we had our
first livter. 'We talked to people from the
Bulletin, and to people who wrote articles
and who were recognized, and, to some
extent, | suppose we searched for the per-
son who knew itall. Of all the candidares,
none of them knew all of it, but together we
learned an awful lot, and only then were we
rcadém go do something.

ob: I'm a physicist by trade, One of
the things [ was particularly interested in
was learning a lot about structure. The
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book that we cut our teeth on in this respect
was McDowell Lyon's, The Dog in Action,
whuch T sull think is one of the best books
that's ever been written on the subject. We
don't hear about it very much anymore,
but he also came out-of horses and studied
dog breeding for a number of years. From
a purely physical, engineering point of
view, I think he has one of the best views of
the way a dog should be built.

Wanda: The first time we lcarned
about doubled-jointed hocks in Samoyeds, 1
said, “But they would fall down." Some of
them do, nearly, but based on the horses, 1
just couldn’t conceive how something like
that could function.

Bob: You have to understand, too,
that we were getting into dogs in the late
“60's.and carly ‘70's when there were some
really poor quality champions being shown
in the ring on a regular basis — dogs that
were slab-sided, shallow chested, cow
hocked.
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Wanda: Three-fourths of a good sized
class of speaals - ten or so = would be,
frankly, cow hocked, not even just narrow,
but really cow hocked.

Bob: Cow hocks scemed to disappear
in the ‘70's. Enough people were beginning
to notice them, and enough people were
doing good quality breeding, that the
emphasis was very strongly on rears. At
the time, we were interested in placing the
cmphasis on fronts. We always seemed to
be out of phase with what was in fashion in
dogs. When cverybody else was working
on improving the rears, we were working
on improving the fronts. Then we had to
put some work into improving our rears in
the ‘80's, and everybody else was noticing
fronts in the ‘B0's. The quality of dogs
right now is considerably higher than it was
twenty vears ago. I really think breeders
have done a tremendous job of improving
the quality of Sams throughout the country.
In large part, [ think it's due to the fact that




we've increased in numbers and thereis a
lot more competition around.

Wanda: To some extent, I think it's
more a matter of the dogs they select to
show are a medium range. The very bad
dogs we never sec, but we don't sce as
many dogs with the really important struc-
tural assets that are needed for a dog to be
efficient for hours on the trail. Because we
have indoor shows, we are not looking at
the efficiency, the length of stride. The
fewer number of steps per mile means you
have to earry that much less foad on an
extended sledding trip. The dog that burns
his food efficiently is going to get less tired
than the dog next to him who 15 straigheer
of stifle and straighter of shoulder and takes
more steps to go the same distance.

Bob: There seems to be a tendency
lately to choose dags for the showring more
on LK(: basis of type and showmanship, and
general overall appearance while standing
still, with less emphasis being given to the
working qualities of the breed.

Wanda: Not the obvious flaws of
structure, but more hidden ones.

Such as?

Bob: Nowadays, a good share of the
Judges place a great deal of emphasis on
coming and going. You've got to single-
track and look cfficient and smooth while
moving toward and away from the judge.
At the same tme, if you look at the side
gait of the dogs, they tend to be a little bit
restricted, You might find the eroup angle
is not correct. You will generally find there
isn'ta great deal of emphasis on good
shoulder layback. Also, a large of the
breed, in a moving dog, has to do with
overall balance, in which case you need a
longer neck to go with the more sloping
shoulder, You need a little more angle to
the pastern and you need good feet, so that
a dog who is eut on the trail will be able to
cover the ground without feet which tend
to get sore and hurt the dog and make him
restrict his action. Also, pads that don't
have well arched toes and a lovof fur
between the toes means that ice and snow
will get up between them and cause the dog
some skin damage and potential injury.
You don't see very many judges paying
attention to good feet or length of neck or
arch of neck, and, yet, these are very
important to a well enginecred dog.

Wanda: You see a lot of dogs that roll
or bounce. The body wastes a lot of ener-
%'y that should be used in moving the unit

orward instead of coming in at strange
angles and getting dissipated. In a short
ring, in the mdoor shows or the smaller
ringed outdoor shows, you don't see a lot
of what's going on. If you take three or
four steps and then have to slow down to
turn, the judge just doesn't see what the
dog has as we would see it out on a trail
where we go two or three miles before we
stop or make a change,
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Bob: It's important to note that
doesn't mean you should always judge dogs
on grass. While it's nice to have a large
outdoor ring where the dogs are free to
move, vou can hide a lot of faults in the

s. You don't see bad pastcrns, you
57:1:": see the shock transmitted through the
dog’s shoulders and to the upper back.
Dogs will generally look smoother on grass
than they will on a hard, concrete surface.
The concrete also emphasizes structural
faults in the dog, such as bones that aren't
exactly parallel. Joints that don't have the
bones meeting in exactly the right way are
not going to be stressed quite as much on
grass. Asa result, when you move the
same dog on grass, it looks great, nice and
smooth and covers ground well. But when
vou move the dog on concrete, coming and
going, you discover the joints are moving
sideways in and out, and that the dog mught
be a little out at the elbows. You are stress-
ing the pasterns more and discover there is
a E.mny little flip-lopping going on when
the dog is coming towards you down in the
pastern area.

Going away from you, concrete really
emphasizes any weakness in the hocks,
You can see those hocks moving from side
to side when the duﬁ is moving away from
vou. Often, vou will see the handler trying
to cover it up by moving away from the
judge a little faster than they come back
taward the judge, but you can't really hide
it c.omplctcl;( from a trained eye. I'm
strongly in favor of showing dogs both on
grass and concrete. You need to see a.dog
in both environments to truly evaluate it
properly. This might not have answered
yaur question, but it just seemed to be the
place to say it! (laughter)

What is the best fitter you ve bred?

Wanda: That's a hard one. We had
an absolutely gorgeous litter of seven pup-
pies, six of which died of parvovirus at
seven and a half weeks. Who knows if that
might not have been our best livter? It cer-
tainly looked gorgeous at that age. We
were also recipients of very strange, good
fortune. We had sold a bitch 1o a young
couple, who we also helped to pick out a
male that we thought was appropriate o
breed to her. The bitch was Julic and the
dog was Merlyn. They couldn’t seem to
keep them apart. As we found out later,
she'd had mismate shots and had been bred
basically every season, but had not had a
litter until twenty months of age. Finally,
their answer to this was that they would
leave the dog at home and take the bitch to
work with them, and they left her in their
sparts car with leather upholstery. After
she'd done about $500 in damage, they
called up and said they didn’t want that
bitch. 5o, we got her back and a friend
took her for a couple of weeks, thinking
about whether she wanted to buy her or
not. She decided she didn't need another
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bitch at that point, so she brought Julie back
to us.

We had her on the end of a long line,
running around the parking lot, and the
friend said, “She moves a litde funny. She's
kind of thick in the middle.” The friend
said, “T've been féeding her all I can feed
her. She acts like she has worms or some-
thing.” Well, she did look a litde pudgy.
{laughter) We called the original owners
and they said, “Absolutely not. We put her
in the crate on the seventh day.” Sixty-
three days from that seventh day, Julic had
seven puppies: At that time, we were doing
very limited breeding, did not live ina
place where it was conducive to have more
than one male, sa we sort of pawned them
off on all our friends, sold some as pets,
and had said, “Any of them that aren’t sold
by fourteen weeks, we're going to put
down." The last one I sold at thirieen and
a half weeks. Four of those seven are
champions and one of them is Omen.

¢ strangest thing about that was the
original owners were not willing to take any
of the puppies back or help us sell them or
do anything with the litter,

Bob: They basically just signed the
bitch over to us, and signed papers to say
we had leased her retroactively. We were
willing to sign the papers saying they had
the stud. We took total responsibility for
the breeding, but it was not originally of
our making. We figured they would make
the breeding sometime in the future.

Wanda: That's part of why we feel
that he was given to us as an artwork; a gift
for us to be conservator of, rather than any-
thing we take credit for,

hen he was four months old we
decided to sell him, put an ad in the Bulletin
(the picture was taken at traiming class
when he wasn't groomed up or anything),
and we've had two or three people tell us
they looked at that picture and wanted to
consult us on him but they didn't. That
was on the occasion of his father being
Winners Dog at the National. We had
somchody try him out for a couple of
weeks, and I don't know what they did to
him, but he came back very scared, so it
was a labor to get him back to being show-
able. He never liked the shows, He liked
being around the shows and was wonderful
at being a smarty-pants outside the vin
(laughter], but if you took him in the ring,
he simply wilted. 1 worked quite hard to
get him Enishcd, Part of that was because
of my nervousness, and he just wasn’ta
show dog.

The other interesting part of that story
is it was at a time when more coat and pret-
tier heads were becoming very prevalent
around this area, and we had originally
picked a male to keep that had the big
head, long coat and all this glamour, and
the marming the people were to come and
pick up ther “show puppy,” who never




Ch. K-Way's Toueh of Class.

saw the ring, we decided that we would
keep Omen, the Green Boy, and they
would take the Red Boy, because I couldn’t
accept Red Boy's rear. We were still fight-
ing those weak hocks, so we kept Omen
and sold this dog to some pcorlc who
never cven went to a match, despite the fact
they had said they wanted a show puppy.

Bob: Omen came to us by accident,
He was almost sold at nine or ten weeks of
age, but the day before he was to go, we
decided to keep him and send out the other
puppy. At four months of age, when his
daddy wan the National, we figured we
would make another try at selling him, and
when that wasn't successful, we decided
maybe we'd better keep him.

Wanda: He was almost a year old
when I decided, “Folks, you are missing
something here. This is an awfully good
dog, and I'm going to rub your nose in it.”
{laughter)

Bob: As he grew up, he kept looking
better and better and better, compared with
anything else we were seeing in the
showring.

Wanda: Again, it was the balance.
The better a dog is, the better balance he
has, the less he grows in fits and starts and
has pieces not ftting. He was, almost to
pcrl'llccticn_, the proportions of the standard.
He was exactly 55 percent high to the
clbow, exactly 5 percent longer than he was
high, he had a good neck, although not as
much as [ would have liked, he moved ...
How do I want to say it?

Bob: .. in perfect parallel fromt to rear.
His front leg and his rear leg moved paral-
lel to each other; they were both exactly at
the same angle forward and backward as
the dog moved. They both hit the ground
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at exactly the same time. His timing was
perfection. The front pad lifted off the
ground exactly a fraction of a second before
the rear pad hit in exactly the same spot.
You'd run him in the snow and you would
only see two footprints for every stride,

Wanda: It was a perfectly straight dot-
ted line,

Was he the second or third genevafion you
were breeding?

Bob: He was third generation. I guess
we ought to go back to Shanna since we
haven't mentioned her.

Wanda: We bought Prairiewind’s
Shanna, we bred her to Kondako's Sun
Dancer, which produced K-Way's Gay
Gazelle CDX. Gazelle produced K-Way's
Mint Julip (Julie), who we sold and then got
back - so Omen was the third generation of
our breeding.

Did you ever thow Ming Julip?

Bob: She was shown up to about two
and half years of age. She had a four-point
major that she got at one of the shows in
Chicago, and another point or two. Then
we decided that we were going to breed her
and shipped her out back East. Good old
Mint Julip, who had torm up the leather
uphaolstery of her former owner’s car, man-
aged to escape from her crate and run
around in Kennedy Airport - and came
back with a permanent limp. She never fin-
ished her championship.

Wanda: But in about six shows, she
had five or six points. She wasa real per-
sonality conflict with me. Her mother,
Gazelle, was a pixie, an imp who would
tease you, but it was all in fun, This ene
did the same thing, but there wasn't quite
the same gleam in her eye. (laugheer)
When we brought her home from her air-
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plane flight, when we got her back original-
ly, we stopped at some Samoyed friends'
house, she went in the house, up on the
chair, then up on the kitchen table and said,
“Hello!" (laughter) One of the first days
we had her back, she proceeded o eat our
supper out of the frying pan as it was fry-
ing.
Bob: It didn't seem to bother her,
Wanda: We could control her, but it
wasn't flun! So, we tried to sell her a num-
ber of times.  Dut she kept coming back.
Somebody leased her for a litter and sent
her back; and I was hoping they'd keep her.
Bob: Wanda has Eaf this problem
with females before. There was a female
horse I owned that Wanda didn’t like. Her
name was Duchess. Duchess and 1 got
along just famously and really enjoyed each
other. We had great times riding in the
country and on camping trips. But every
time Wanda got on Duchess, Duchess
would try to-wipe her off apainst a tree, she
would bounce up and down, wouldn’t
waork up on the bit, wouldn't turn right or
left, wouldn’t neck rein at all, kept backing
up when Wanda wanted her to stand still,
would try to move ahead when Wanda was
mounting her - everything you could possi-
bly think of, she did. She would toss her
head when Wanda would be trying to calm
her down - nothing would weork nght
between those two. They were constantly
fighting each other. (laughter) Julie was
exactly the same way with Wanda. Wanda
could not handle her in the showring. 1
was the one who took Julie mto the
showring and she and I got along just great.
Julie was always the one to eome up on the
couch to get her head scratched by me;
Wanda would push her away. (laughter)




Wianda: She was a parody of her
mother, Gazelle, Ch. K-Way's Gay Gazelle
CDX, the first dog we had born in our
house that finished a championship, fin-
ished a CD, did extremely well atevery-
thing, was sweet and loving; but jumped
out of everybody's kennel, We always kid-
ded that she should write a book entitled,
Famous Kennels I Have Jumped Out Qf. (laugh-
ter) We had her back in the era when we
were traveling around trving to find the

ru who knew everything, She jumped
out of the Woods® kennel, she jumped out
of the McLaughlins’ kennel - people were
all very nice: “Why don’t you put the dng
in the kennel? It's been in the car all day.’
The next thing we would know, she was at
the front door. She would do things like
that, but she was always sweet about it
She was like a little lady who would never
5{.1 h:;r ruffles dirty, but Julic got her ruffles

irty!

rFBl‘_'ii.'I: When Gazelle went wo John and
Carol Chittum to be bred to Ivan, Ch. Ivan
Belaya of Taymylyr CD, Carol used to
exercise her in the backyard, whiuch had a
five-and-a-half or six-foot fence. Gazelle
used to come up to the back door and
scratch and bark. 'When they wouldn't let
her in the house, she would jump over the
fence, go around to the front door and
scratch and bark at the front door. She
always got action then because there were
lots of ather dogs in the neighborhood.

Wanda: The trouble was they lived
on Sierra Madre Boulevard, one of the bus-
iest avenues in town, and it was open to
any passing dog or anybody who wanted to
steal her or anything else - so she got real
quick action when she harked at the front
door! (langhter)

Why diel you pick Tvan to breed to Gazelle?

Wanda: We had done the breeding
with Sun Dancer ...

Bob: The breeding to Sun Dancer was
Shanna to Sun Dancer.

Wanda: That's where Gazelle came
from. Her brother was Ch. K-Way's Gar-
mounche, who was one of OWS’s first
Working Certificate dogs. She had what
we considered just minimal angulation to
meet our needs. We went to a dog that
had more. We'd seen Ivan at the National
it 1972 m Wisconsin, and the Natonal in
1973 in California. While we were in Cali-
fornia at that specialty, we went out and
saw as many of his kids as we could, which
was seven, out of four different bitches,
where we saw both the bitch and the get.
Every puppy —and, granted, they were the
best puppies in the litter, the ones the
breeders had kept - had a better layback
than mom, and seme of them had ¢ven bet-
ter than both mom and dad. Ahal This is
a characteristic that we wish to have. Seo,
we bred both Shanna and Gazelle to him,
and that's been the foundation of every-
thing we've done since.
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Bob: We were very pleased with the
first Shanna liter. We got a dog and a
bitch out of that litter that we kept.,

Wanda: We did the s::cc:-n?brecding
because there was only one bitch in the first
litter. That one puppy bitch, Touch of
Class; was what we wanted, but with all the
things that can go wrong between a promis-
ing puppy and a brood bitch, we just didn't
want to trust itall to r{just one candidate,
We don't normally do repeat breedings.
We've done two or three, and it was always
because of the sex distribution or similar
reasons. We figure if you get a really good
litter the first time, you probably won't get
as good a litter the second time. Ifyou
didn't get a very good litter the first time,
why would you do a second one? Whatev:
er you do, if it works out well, see what
you can get if vou breed to the brother, the
dad or son, something close by, rather than
repeat the same breeding,

How many champions have you bred?

Wanda: I was supposed to figure out
all these things ahead of time, wasn't I?
(laughter}

Bob: Somewhere in the neighborhood
of 40, maybe slightly under 40.

Wanda: [ think that’s both champion
and obedience titles.

Bob: It's well over 30 champions, but
we really haven't kepe track.

Which dog that you’ve owned or Bred do you
contsider ta be your best dog? { want three ansgers
to that guestion, ke your beit producng dog
was Omen. What was your best show dog and

your best pet?

Wanda: Actually, T have a third
answer to that. The best producing has to
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be Omen, because he produced well in the
breedings we did with him, he did extreme-
ly well with breedings of related stock that
other people owned, and he did good on
outcrossing, Being able to do all three of
those well 1s unusual. The best show dog
we had has to be Conme, Ch: K-Way's
Rainbow Connection, although I compare
her to Gazelle, She and Gazelle were a lot
alike. She and Ch. Char-Seo's Bonanza of
K-Way, “Bonnie,” are show dogs that
know the routine, and, in Bonnie's case,
taught Kathy Kersten how te show dogs.

With Connie, she gets me over being
nervous, carries me if I'm not doing a good
job; she just knows what to do and 15 a con-
summate showman. She knows how things
are supposed to work and she does what's
to be done at the time. That works real
good for me, because I get very nervous in
the ring. Most people don't realize that, 1
didn't even like showing for years and
years. [did the obedience and Bob did the
conformaton, until, I think, Omen was the
first one 1 finished - Omen and Wind
Chaser.

Bob: It used to be thar Wanda would
take the puppies into the showring. She is
very good with young dogs, and, because
of her obedience background, she seems to
provide the right give and take with a dog
to keep them up and happy, knows when
to apply the rprcssurc and when to release it
As a result, for about the first year and a
half, she would work with the dogs. Then,
when they were ready to go out and com-
pete in earnest, she would hand them off to
me, because I seem to be able to work with
the adult dogs without transferring as much

4




of the nervousness down the leash,

Wanda: Besides, he could run faster.
(laughter)

Bob: Yeah, in the larger rings [ could
keep up with the dogs, ;mgcsincc we placed
a great deal of emphasis on structure and
movement; especially side gait, some of
these dogs moved quite fast. Our first Ivan
litter, for instance, K-Way's Jeremiah John-
son CDX, the male we kept out of that lit-
ter, was able to trot steadily at fourteen
miles an hour.

Wanda: Yes, it was certainly more
than [ could do. (laughter)

Bob: We've had quite a few other
bitches - Classy, Ch. K-Way's Touch of
Class, and Ch. K-Way's Wind Chaser CD,
were both able to trot at well over ten miles
an hour.

Wanda: Touch of Class had the best
shoulder layback of anythmg we've ever
had, but Wind Chaser had the absolute bal-
ance, like Omen had. She’s the one that
Pegey Borcherding, the long-time editor of
the gnm}-'cd Club of America Bulletin, co-
owned with us after she ¢ouldn’t have a
dog at her own house anymore. She need-
ed to co-own a Sam to be a member of
SCA, and we were very impressed that she
asked if she could co-own Chaser. She said
that she saw her out running acress a field
and a lump came into her throat. She was
our best example of how a dog should
move - not just lack of faults, iul the per-
sonality, the mental set, the muscle tone,
everything that goes into a dog going across
a distance. ' When we try to explain things
1o people about structure and movement,
shie was a very trustworthy dog to use as an
example. We'd be sitting in a park some-
where, orat a show site, or whatever, and
we would take her off leash and let her go
out 100 feet and run a cirele around us.
She would just flow,

Bob: One i.nr.crcsti.ng comment Peggy
made when she asked us if she could co-
own Chaser was that she had seen her at
ane show where she was stuck in a chair
behind the judge’s table. All she could see
of the dog's gaiting in the ring was the tops
of their backs, thewr heads and their tails.
She said it was absolutely amazing what
you could learn watching a dog move by
Just looking at those portions of the dog
and not seeing the body and feet av all. She
said Chaser was the only one she saw that
day who moved with her head well up
above, over the table, a nice arch of neck,
absolutely smooth, steady topline, and her
tail arching up over her back. She felt that
it gave a true picture of the way a well built
Sam ought to be able to move.

I hadn't really thought of iv at that
point, that you really ought to concentrate
on looking at just one part of a dog when
you are trying (o leam things about move-
ment, and try to figure out why a certain
part of the dog moves the way it does
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because of the other parts it’s connected to.
Again, I'm getting more into the physics
and engineering of dogs, but 1 feel it's
important to understand that a dog is really
a dynamic creature, and all of the parts
have to work together in order for a dog to
be considered structurally sound, and, as
Bob Ward would put it, typey, because the
function is also type in this regard. It's
something that most people don't pay much
attention to when they get into the dog
game, because they are sometimes over-
whelmed by the beauty of the breed. All
the pictures we see are of dogs standing
still. Very rarely do people get into the
breed by watching them actually move.

Are topfines something that most Sammy peo-
Pledon't even see?

Bob: Very few talk about them. Some
people who are established in the breed pay
some attention to it, but often people with-
out very much experience are overwhelmed
by the coat. Really, what you need to do in
order to understand the value of topline
and structure is put your hands on several
hundred dogs, which is what we did when
we first got into dogs and traveled all
around the country. We felt every dog in

every famous kennel that we could get our
hands on. We also took photographs of
them. We ook an cight-millimeter camera
and photographed every dog moving. We
have rolls and rolls of eight-millimerer film
of some of those early dogs. We looked at
those in slow metion and tried to figure out
why some dogs appeared to move better
than others. It was a very valuable learning
experience.

Everybody now has access to video
cameras and it's much easier and cheaper to
do these things, but very few people are
willing to take the time to feel several hun-
dred dogs and photograph several hundred
dogs. But that’s what you really need to do
if you want to become familiar with the
variations in the breed, how the different
structural parts relate to each other, what
they look like, both in slow motion and
when the dog is moving fast. You really
need 1o do some thinking about how all
these different parts and pieces fit and work
together if you are going to understand
structure and movement.

Wanda: We had a discussion recently
with someone who put all their emphasis,
when talking about side gait, on the rear

Ch, Foan Belaya of Taymylyr CD.
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movement; whereas we put the majority of
our emphasis on the shoulder layback, the
upper arm, the pastern, the front assembly.
It took us quite a while of talking to figure
out that the part of what we were saying
affected what they were looking at, and part
of whar they were saying affected what we
looked at.

Bob: We placed emphasis on fronts
because fronts have more structural parts,
therefore, it's harder to breed a frone
than it is to breed a good rear. There are
more things that have to be taken into con-
sideration.

Wanda: I's also harder because
there's no bony connection; it's all slung
together with muscles and tendons:

Bob: Yes, you need to have the bones
and angles right, but unless you are also
breeding for the proper musele shape,
length and structure, you are not going to
bie able to put together a good front. Ig-:t}
Flc who just feel for the bones and don't
ook at how the dog moves and how the
muscles are allowing these bones to interact
with each other are missing half of the pic-
ture.

Which dog has been your bigeest wiriner?

Wanda: Connie, no question about
that. I go to a ranch, which I will be going
to next week, where a guy teaches self-con-
fidence, positive outlook, teaches that any-
thing yvou set your mind to, you can do.
Wc%‘uﬂd never specialed dogs; that just
wasn't the game we wanted to play. Con-
nic was so good that she just demanded to
be shown as a special. We went through a
period of talking with people about whether
we shauld hire a handler, sell her to some-
bady who would hire a handler, or find a
sponsor. | think she is probably capable of
being one of the top-winning Sams in the
country. After a couple tries at different
things | said, “This is not fun. You say you
can do anything g want to do? Go do
i.” So, I did. What we decided our aim
was, was to make her a dog people knew
on a first name basis. Just ﬁkc ple used
to know Chief, Scarlet, and difﬁgnt dogs
by a single name, I wanted them to know
who Connie was, and a number of them do
now.

She is a couch potato, very much so.
She is probably the least obedient dog 1
have. She simply does not play when I tell
her she must do samething: The only way
to relate to her is to ask her kindly to “Dao
this, please.” That’s a real different attitude
for somebody whao has been doing abedi-
ence for 35 vears. I don't know whether I'l
ever get a CD on her or not. I haven't fig-
ured out how to even approach the subject!

ﬂaugéltcr}

ob: And she is a real couch potata,
too. When we're campaigning her, she has
to get at least fifteen mules of roadwork
every week, and we have to keep her
weight within about one pound of opu-
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mum. If she getsa litde too fat, she starts
rolling; if she %;:ts a little too thin, she
doesn't feel substantial enough when the
judges put their hands on her. She's got to
Jbe exactly in the proper condition in order
to do well,

Wanda: I think the conditioning
makes the difference in the dogs where
ple say, “The handler won." The handler
probably conditioned that dog, and three-
quarters of the rest of them in the ring
weren't in as good condition.

Bob: That dog was probably on the
treadmill at the handler's four and five days
a week, That doesn't come by accident.
There are very few bloodlines that will pro-
duce Sams that feel as solid as a sporting
dog that's worked in the field. Most Sams
ﬁ:c% like family pets when you put your
hands on them in the ring - sloppy is the
only way ta deseribe it. a{'hm they féel
that way, they move that way, and, if you
don't believe me, look at them in slow
motion sometime.

Wanda: You had asked what was the
best pet we ever had. That has to be

Jeremiah. Jeremiah was 25 1/2 inches, 58
pounds, when he was in his proper weight,
and that's a tall, lean dog. He was my
CDX dog that I ¢could have gone on and
gmtcn a Er’D on, but he got heartworm.

‘ve had three CDX's and never gotien a
UD. He would do anything that I wanted
him to do.

He was born in the six months we
were out in California, Qur routine was to
take young puppics out and have them
swim when they were eight or ten weeks
old, and he missed that. We were ata
friend’s house who has Goldens, and they
had a pond and stream. One of the things
the Goldens did was run down to the other
side of the stream to take a shorteut, then
jump in the water and come to you. He got
down to the water and said, “What's this
stuff?” and he splashed right in with the
Goldens. He'd never seen a stream before,
but I called him so he came. We have a
movie of him running loose up there, by
the way. It's just gorgeous.

The other thing he did up there one
time was, there was a roll of wire fencing
up there and he hit it with his back pastern
and it went right through, Luckily, it went
out around the tendons and bones and just
stretched the skin and came out the other
side. Itook him to the veterinanan - had a
substitute vet that day, of course - and he
was sure [ was the typical, hysterical moth-
er. He saw the entrance wound, couldn't
sce the exit wound, and he wouldn't believe
me that the wire had been all the way
Lhmu%h until I finally insisted that he shave

the whole leg. We normally don't let any-
bndal'y near our dogs with a ci}fpcr. But he
finally saw that it gone i

the wa
through, he filled the tunnel with amiﬁiotics
and Jeremy healed just fine. The minute he

Stirmer 1994 w54

hit that wire, [ was probably 75 feet away
and I yelled, “Jeremiah, stay!" and he froze,
never moved another half step.

Bob: And Wanda wasable to goup to
him and remove the wire from his leg,

Wanda; Otherwise, it would have
probably torn through. He was m
gee'haw command leader. He could take a
team of six or eight dogs past anything [
told him to take them past. We hada
neighboring Malamute who thought it was
great sport to come out and jump into the
middle of the team. There was a pig farm
and everybody wanted to sce the p'gs and
I'd say, “Jeremiah, take them on by, and
he took them. There was no question, he
was going. The only time he was ina
wngﬁ? pull, he pulled 1,050 pounds and
won his class, won the 1,050 of dog food.

Bob: Wanda was the ane who trained
Jeremiah to be a leader, She decided we
needed a lead dog and she went out and
trained one, the same way she would train
an obedience dog.

Wanda: [ used the Lee Fishback
Traming My Way, which is still the neatest
book [ know of on how to train a sled dog.
‘We ran our dogs as recreational dogs for
years, did some racing when Jeremiah was
the leader, but we never came in last.
There was always, at every race, an award
called the “red lantern,” and we never got
it. We had contrel. He never took a
wrong turn or went off the trail. But we
were competing with kids who weighed 50
pounds out there, with three or five of their
ilarems‘ twenty-mile per hour crossbred

uskies; and we felt we were doing fine for
what we wanted to do.

Bob: Wanda did the training of the.
lead dog, and I was generally the one who
took them out during the week. When we
were competing regularly, of course, we
needed to build up the speed and
endurance of the dogs, so I was the one
clected to do the wind sprints up the hills
and that sort of thing. (laughter)

Wanda: I think our best year we had
something like 400 miles of wraining on
them before the season started - and that's
why we don't do it anymore. (laughter)

Bob: It takes a lot of tme and effort to
compete if you are going to do it properly,
and I would have bgom E:nbarr:lss}::ﬁ:
come in last. As it was, we generally came
in in the middle or the last third of the
dogs, com ting mainly against Alaskan
Huskies. 1don't think we did too badly.
On the other hand, we obviously didn't
burn up the trail.

Wanda: This other thing we did was
teach all those funny black and gray dogs
what white dogs were. When we started
running with that group, a lot of the teams
wanted to stop to see what those funny
looking white dogs were, {lauﬁ.llntcr} Owver
the three years that we ran in the races, we
got them all accustomed to white dogs.




Can pedigrees in Samayeds be trusted as to
accwragy?

ﬁmdﬂ: For the most part.

Bob: Idon't think people deliberately
try to falsify pedigrees. You find a lot of
misspelled names in them. If you are deal-
ing with reputable breeders; generally there
is no problem. It's to their advantage to
maintain honesty in the pedigrees for their
own sake as well as for the peaple they sell
?up};iics to. We've never encountered any
alsification in pedigrees in our twenty
years.

Wanda: We lock at the ethics this
way: If they are falsifying the pedigrees, if
they are taking a different dog to get hip X-
rays or eye checks, if they're breeding a
lesser dog when you ship your bitch that is
suppose(:}.ﬁ}' to be bred to L‘ﬁc d dog, it's
not going to help. Since you HAVE to
trust people on some of these things, you
might as well trust them on all of them.

I know of two cases back in hista
where people were pretty open about gc
fact that there were some mismatings or
something wasn't the way it appeared on
paper, but those are the only two I know
about. Being as the dogs look so much
alike, it’s basically up to us to be honest.
The vets arcn‘t}gping to know 1f we bring a
different dog, Many times, we'll have peo-
ple come up to us and say, “Now, which
one is this? indicating that we probably
could take in a bitch that shows well, for

her sister that doesn't. But what would that

gain us?
How o you use ﬁ!ﬁf‘ced.rhg, f!}wbrﬂ:d!}tg and
outarossing?

Wanda: We do most of our breedings:

somewhere in the region of inbreedings to
linchreedings. Not very many half broth-
er/half sister or father/daughter, although
we have done father/daughters. There was
an old horse breeder, whose name I can’t
recall, who did a weatise back in the 1890's,
before they knew much abour genetics,
miost of which was bunk. But one of the
things he did was put out a plan of what
made the best breedings. He said that the
sire of the dam should be the grandsire of

the sire on the dam's side. The funny thing:

is, as we look back, a lot of our breedings
have been that or similar. I've read books
on plant genetics, cattle breeding, rabbit
breeding ...

Bob: ‘What seems to work best for us
15 uncle/niece and aunt/nephew. That gen-
crally produces very guodp dogs; whereas,
half brother/half sister, who you would
think ought to be similar, don't turn out as
well. Grandfather/,
a pret d br too. Full
brotherfiull sister, father/daughter or moth-
erfson generally tend to produce more
faults for us rather than the virtues for
SOmE reason.

Wanda: The thing most people don't
realize about inbreeding is that it is a plain

nddauggltcr 15 usually
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and simple method of intensifying what
ou have. It intensifies the good that you
ave, but it also intensifies the problems

you may have. If you are going to do it

you have to be willing to make the tough

selections. You have to be willing to put

down the dogs that are not whole, you
have to be very carcful about where those
dogs are bred, and it’s not something for
everybody to do. We think of breeding
within a gene pool. We started with Ch.
Nachalnik of Drayalene. Everything down
from him for three or four gencrations we
figure are all dogs we arc interested in. We
bred to Sun Dancer and looked at dogs that
are down frem him a couple of generations;
we think of all the dogs that came down

from Ivan, because there weren't very
many of them as part of our pool ...

b: And Ivin goes back to Draya-
lene, too.

Wanda: And then we've brought in
two outcrosses. We bred to Ch. Scandia's
Kejsare, who is down from some of the
Kondako dogs, so he isn't fully an outeross.
We feel our type of dog was primarily a
gmd length of leg, good anguia,tion. shorter
coats - working coats, the narrower heads,
more the 50-50 rype heads that Bob Ward
was talking about our losing, but we still
have scveral of them.

Then there is another rype that is less
angulated, wider of body, usually heavy
coated. A good share of them have lots of

K-Way's Mint Falip of Vicrian.
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pigment. They are a different kind of dog
than what we are looking for. Twice,
we've gone out to that kind of dog, and
within that class we tried to pick the best
MOVINg Ones we could find. We did that
with Ch. Scandia's Kejsare and Am/Can
Ch. Snow Fantasy’s Main Man. Main Man
was the top-winning Sam in Canada fora
couple of years, iirushed real easily, both in
the States and in Canada, He was an abso-
lute, total outcross with nota commen dog
in six generations. Almost everything we
have now has some Main Man in it. ' We
don’t have much left that had the Kejsare in
it. One of those breedings had all bitches.
It was real hard to breed to a male out of
thar litter, One of the litters, the bitch had
an infection while she was in whelp, and
out of seven puppies, there were only two
healthy puppies.

We picked up better pigment and got
that more profuse coat, which is not really a
correct coat. 1f you feel those profuse coats,
the great majority of them are too soft.
Again, you go back to the working basis
where the working body has to dissipate its
heat, and literally one of the reasons Sams
don't work as well in harness is they get too
hot. 1fit’s a real long, droopy coat, it will
get icicles and look like a Kuvasz, (laugh-
ter)

One of the hardest things we ever did
was, in onc of the Main Man litters; we lit-
crally co-bred that litter with the owner of
the sire. We whelped the litter, kept it the
first four weeks, and she kept it the second
four weeks.. Then we went to her house
and picked out puppies. There was one
female that was ahsolutely the thing that we
had bred to him for, but didn't have all the
things we look for in our dogs. There was
another bitch that was just exactly what we
like, but didn't have the characteristics that
we made the breeding for. We kept gravi-
tating to her and they kept gravitating to
the first one. At the end of the day, we
took home the one we had made the breed-
ing for, That was exactly what we had to
do, but it was terribly hard, That's
Am/Can Ch. K-Way's Classic Snow Fanta-
sy, who had a Group placement as a
puppy, has produced extremely well for us,
and has been kind of an intermediary foun-
dation for us.

Howw many dags do yor have now?

Wanda: About fifteen. We'd like to
be down to twelve or so.

What s the moxt you ‘ve cver kept?

Wanda: I think we had 23 onc time.

Bob: That gets to be an overwhelming
number of dogs to feed, groom, exercise
and clean up after. [ would feel more com-
fortable with around twelve to fifteen. That
would be a comfortable amount to handle
without extra kennel help and still maintain
a normal lifestyle. Otherwise, you are
spending every night at home grooming
dogs, cleaning tecth, cutting toenails,
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Wanda: I spend about one wecka
maonth going Lhm:j:h the whaole kennel
grooming everybody.

Who or what has influenced your breeding the
maost?

Wanda: How big a list? (laughter)

Bob: Right. We just seem to pick up
little bits and pieces all over the place and
develop our own style. Idon't think you
could say there was any one really strong
influence. It's more a combination of litle
things here and there, but what we've tried
to do is keep an open mind. If we don't
understand something, we try to cvaluate it
and see if it fits into our overall conceptual
picture of what the breed ought to be like,
Woe consider the source. If someone who
has been established in the breed a long
time makes an observation and we don't
agree with it, we try to figure out why. If
somebody says something that we agree
with, an interesting thing happens; we just
accept it and go on from there.

However, I've discovered something
very unusual and that is you have to reeval-
uate all your concepts about every five
years. No matter how strongly you may
believe something, and believe that it is

always true, somewhere along the way vou
are going to find an exception, and then the

uestion arises, why is it an exception?
Why doesn't this one fit the pattern that
you are used to? If you think about it long
and hard enough, you'll find there are some
added facts that you weren't taking into
consideration, and you'll become more
knowledgeable if you can understand why
the exceptions exist,

Wanda: We ran into that three or
four years ago, We go over dogs and usu-
ally pretty well agree what we are feeling.
Somebody brought a bitch to us and asked
us to go over her, and I wasn't impressed
with her shoulder layback at all. Bob wemt
over her and said, “She has a pretty good
shoulder.™ 1 said, *What®" It turned out,
we didn't realize 1t, that one of us measures
the pomts on the outer edge of the bone,
the highest point of the shoulder and the
furthest front point, and the other one feels
the actual ridge of bone. In this bitch, the
ridge of bone was not placed on the flat
shoulder the same as anybody clse we've
ever felt. Actually, we've felt a couple since
then,

Bob: The muscles were attached ina

Ch. K-Way's Rainbow Chaser.
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slightly different place. ' What that indicates
is simply that those dogs are going to move
differently from others. If you aren't aware
of the fact that the muscles might attach in a
different place, you might assume that vou
can feel for the points of bone or the ridge
of bone and you will thoroughly under-
stand what's going on when you see the
front action on the dog. Lo and behold,
that's true most of the time, but not always.

Wanda: But that's turned into some:
thin % we have to check for if things don't
feel like they ought to look - or don’t look
like what they ought to from what they feel,
{1aug%131mr}

obi: S0 you go back and make a

more detailed study the next time. You feel
the dog, you watch it move, and, “No, it
shouldn't meve that way from what I felt.”
You go back and feel again. There's gener-
ally ﬂaya a reason why a dog will move a
certain way, a physical reason that you can
find if you take time enough 1o examine the
dog.

Wanda: Or a mental reason. Those
are harder.

Bob: For a long time we had thought
that it was really weird that there are some
dogs that move really wide in the rear, like
they are getting ready to dump a load on
the ground. It really bo:hcrcc{) us, because
sometimes they would laok good, and
other times they would move with their
rear real wide, and you feel the dog and
there is nothing in the eroup, nothing in the
hips, nothing in the stifle, the hocks look
good - why should the dogs move that
way? Wanda discovered this. I don't
know whether it was by accident or what,

Wanda: [ went over a litter of three-
week-old puppies from a line that frequent
ly did this. I said, “My gosh, how lon
those ribs are!” We hmf always thought
the longer the rib carriage carried through,
the better - more room for lungs. Butit
can be too long. Then, if the stifle comes
up and hits the rib eage, the dog starts mov:
ing wide so he can get around his rib cage.

By the way, when [ was telling about
Jeremiah being run through with the wire, 1
cidn’t really finish a point I wanted to
make, When we went to the veterinarian,
a5 long as I had my hand on the dog, he
would not flinch no matter what the vet did
to him. T'was implying that whatever he
thd was acceptable. I had to consciously
take my hand off the dog before he would
show that he was hurting. In the puppy
temperament test, where you pinch the
twes, with some dogs there is quite a differ-
ence from if they are sitting facing you, and
what they do if they are snuggled back in
your lap touching you.

Bob: If they are sitting in your lap,
sometimes they will tolerate a much higher
threshold of pain. If you are aware of this
when you take your dog to the vet, you will
stand back and let the vet examine your
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dog without your hands being on it. On
the other hand, if the vet is going to do a
procedure that might be a linle bit painful,
{ou are better off holding onto the dog,
Naw that we've added that little aside,
where were we? (laughter)

Wanda: Since we are adding little bits
to things, in talking about Connie being the
best show dog, people are absolutely dumb-
founded when I say, *Yes; she's by far the
best show dog we've ever bred, but we've
had a lot of better Samoyeds.” They just
don't compute. “If this one wins, how can
another one be better?” That is, | think,
what 15 going wrong. The way we started
was, you worked the dog, vou knew how
the dog was built, you knew what it gave
you on the trail and so on = you knew it
was a good dog. If you took it into the ring
and the judge didn’t like it, that's his prob-
lem, not mine. (laughter)

[ think many people have goten away
from that attitude, that we should know
what our dog is going to be over a lifetime;
We know thus year-and-a-half-old dog that
15 still in the adolescent stages; when it's
four years old, it's going to be a magnificent
dog, but you have to look at a lot oﬂugs
over alife span. You have to know that
this dog is out and winning as a six-month-
old puppy, but his career is going to be
done early. Don't bother to take him out
anymore after he is five, I think the first
dog is the better dog.

Bob: The dogs that tend to mature
more slowly and be in good shape and
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more sound for a longer period of time as
adults,

Wanda: This is important both in
working dogs and pets, Onee vou spend
the time and energy to train a dog, whether
for herding, hunting, sledding, vou want
that dog to live and do his job for as long as
possible; if you are talking about being a
pet, you want that dog to live until he is ff-
teen years old and drop over dead with ne
pain. As we breed more towards early
maturing dogs, we are going to get away
from thar.

Bob: You see a lot of that today. Peo-
ple place too much emphasis on winning in
sclecting their breeding stock. As a result,
the dog that is doing a lot of winning is
THE fashionable dog to breed to these
days. Unformunately, people miss the point.
They don't trust their own judgment,
Maybe they aren't well enough educated,
but they should be able to look at a dog
and decide whether it's good without neces-
sarily accepting the opinions of judges.
People are looking for show stock that
matures sooner, is flashy, is perhaps a little
too much overdone in terms of the featres
in the head, the amount of coat, the general
showmanship of the dog. A large part of
that may just be training and presentation,
and may be related to the dog's actual per-
sonality. As a result, the big winners are
the ones that a lot of people breed to for the
WIONE reasons.

What people fail to look at is the fact
that, often times, these big winners are out-




crosses, They aren't prepoteit for the char-
acteristics they have and people are disap-
pointed when they get the puppies and j‘is-
cover they aren’t quite the same as the par-
ent, or, what may be worse, they get one
that looks just like this big, wop-winning
star, and they go into the ring with some-
thing that might not be as physically sound
or as temperamentally sound, but will do a
fair amount of winning, They arc not real-
ly improving the br{:cg. All they are doing
is breeding better show dogs. You lose
some of the type that's associated with the
working characteristics of the breed by
doing tﬁis. You losc some of the tempera-
ment that goes along with making good
pets. A lot of dogs that are really showy in
the ring have big egos. They are not as

ood a pet as some other dog that may not
ﬁe as flashy or as pushy, but might relate
better to a family and be less of a diseipline
problem at home.

Wanda: There's a book by Carmen
Battaglia called How to Breed Better Dogs, or
something along that line; where the-author
talks abour seeing as many get as you can
He's basically talking about how to pick a
stud dog. He talks :E:oul evaluating the
dogs, giving them letter grades, :mdg seeing
out of this bitch he produced puppies that
were like this, and out of this bitch puppics
that were like that, and it gets you maore
into the idea of evaluating the whele dog.
We keep talking about parts, but the basic
unit is one dog.

Bob: We were talking carlier about
whether the genotype or phenotype is the
most important, and we overlooked the one
most important characteristic of picking a
stud, and that is, lookingat his get. The
real measure of a stud is not what he looks
like, or who his parents or grandparents
were, but what he produces. This you can
only determine by looking at a number of
his carly litters, looking at their dams, and
seeing if he made an improvement, and, if
so, where. Then vou can be a far better
Judge of what this stud is likely to produce
with vour bitch. This is the way people
ought to be picking their breeding stock
rﬂtlgu:r than just picking this year's biggest
winners.

Wanda: That gets a little hard,
because people u:rldE to keep what they feel
is the best from the litter, and you don’t
necessarily got to see the ones they place as

s. One article I read recommended plac-
ing your poorest dog from every litter close
by and going to see them periodically, just
to keep yourself on an even scale to see
how well you've done. (laughter)

Bob: The true measure of breeding is
not to produce one good dog out of a litter
of ten bad or mediocre dogs. You are try-
ing to improve the quality of the whole lit-
ter and hoping you will have one or two
standouts. I really think people ought to
place more emphasis en looking at the
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worst dog they produce in each litter.
Wanda: I've heard a lot of emphasis.

that every litter should be better than the
previous one. I think that's pretty unrealis-
tic. It's hard enough to keep your assets
and gradually add a few things in. The
people who think they are gomng to improve
cvery time are not realistic,

r%a:-i:n: For one or two generations it
might be possible to improve, especially if
ﬁu start out with mediocre breeding stock.

e better your stock is, the harder it is to
improve with cach successive generation,
and the harder it is to hold ento those quali-
ties you value while trying to add other
ones.
Wanda: One of the really early pieces
of advice that we profited well from was
from Joyce Cain, who was the dean of
Samoyeds in Wisconsin. For some reason,
we agreed to take her home from a show in

Gazelle, May 1975.

Wisconsin. Since her home was about two
hiours from ours, [ don't know how it was
that we did that, but we stopped in a liule
restaurant. That was the time when we
had our original bitch and were thinking of
buying a puppy from a real nice breeding
or getting the second bitch from Phyllis
Waison, We had a repeat stud service
coming on the first bitch.

Bob: We had three options. We
could repeat the stud service on the first
bitch, where we had the one puppy litter
that had the faults of both the sire and the
dam; we could buy a well-bred puppy; or
we could buy a well-bred adult. Which
option should we choose? Joyce's comment
was, “You know that the first bitch did not
produce well.” ‘We had shown her enough
times to realize that she was sort of
medioere, too, and Joyee said, “If you work
hard for two or three generations, you
could really produce some pretty nice stuff.
You will have invested lots of money, time,
effort and five years of your life; Or you
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could let somebaody else invest five years of
their life and lots of money and time and
buy a puppy from them and start from
where they are.”

Wanda: We talked about how to be
the kind of person to whom someone
would sell a really good bitch, which is
another subject entrely. Alfter talking to
her, we bought the adult bitch who was
Shanna, our foundation, and also put in the
reservation with the Hodges for the real
nice puppy, but the breeding never took
place. When their bitch got to the stud he
said, “No, thank you." 'lEhcy ended up
breeding to a son of his, which didn't turn
out nearly as well as we had hoped.

Bob: Getting an adult or a very young
bitch, say a two-year-old that is a]:cad}}:r
matured that you have hip X-rays on, that
you have cye checks on, that you know is
sound. a good looking animal, and has
already gone through mast of the uglies in
the puppy stages and all the things that can

wrong with dogs, you have something
you will be able to breed in the next year
and show right away, that really is a
tremendous advantage — a real leg up on
getting started in dogs.

Wanda: It’s almost the only way to
start if you want to be serious about at. If
you want to go through all the cute puppy
stuff, you may have to do that two or three
times.

Bob: Our experience has been that
generally you are lucky if one out of three
great looking puppies turns out to be the
adult people expect. A lot of pmmisinir
Eups are going to fall by the wayside, You
weep those in your kennel as pets, Even
though they might finish their champi-
onship, they aren't worth terribly much as
breeding stock. Or, you place them in pet
homes somewhere along the way.

It &5 amazing howo will by a f
and when 1 's eighteen months old, they get another
puppy to breed to the first one without having any
idea of how the amtmals are going fo mature or
what the gualities are or the faults are.

Bob: Yes, and what's worse is when

ou ask them what some of the other fami-
Er;' members are like, some of the ancestors,
and they don't know. They just say, “The
breeder told me this would be a good dog
when it grows up." Well, sure, that's what
everybody hopes! (laughter) The real
world isn't quite that nice. If it were, we'd
all have Group winners-and Best in Show,
right? (laughter)

Why K-Way for a kennel name?

Bof]y: That came from our first dog
who was named Kapu. We had Kapu,
who was owned by the Krausses, and the K
seemed an appropriate letter to put in there.

Wanda: I think it was around the time
of the song, “My Way." (laughter)

Bob: We also wanted something short
because we were well aware of AKC's
restriction on the number of boxes in the




registration applications.

Wanda: What we weren't aware of is
that they don't allow any hyphenated
waords, so1t's not registerable,

Bob: However, there haven't been too
many people who have used K-Way inour
own breed or others. We found a roofing
contractor in our town who is named K-
‘Way, but, other than that, it seems to be
fairly unique.

Wanda: There’s a company that
makes soda dispensers for the bars that says
“K-Way" on the top of the dispenser,
{laughter)

D you name yom litters with any sort of
scheme?

Wanda: To someextent, yes. We like
to reflect something in who the parents are.
For example, we bred Ch. K-Way's High
Flying Destny to Ch. Northwind's Rising
Star, and named puppies things like High
Flying Star, Fly I\-I-.:EF(: The Stars, High
Flying Rock Star, and another one which
escapes me at the moment. We've had
series of names. 'We had Wind Chaser,
whase daughter was Rainbow Chaser,
whose daughter was Rainbow Connection.
We had Touch of Class, whose daughter
was Head of the Class, whose daughter was

uilting Class, whose daughter was Classi-
cal K-Way, Evervbody says, “Which class
is this?' (laughter) Most of them were all
named Class. Out of Hoss (Quilted Bear),
we had Quilting Class, and we had his
daughter Ch. Char-Soo’s Bonanza of K-
Way, and we have a champion son of hers
named Cartwright.

I ean't tell you why sometimes we go
with names that have to do with the names
of the parents, and sometimes we go off
completely on their own, High Flying Des-
tiny should have been a Class, too, but
wasn't. Omen ol Destiny came because he
was a dog that had a lot of characteristics
that we wanted in our ultimate dog. He
came to us by accident, as I told you. The
dog we have as our logo I had drawn about
three months before he was born, We feel
that Omen is very much the dog in that
logo. He was made to order. [ would like
to have had more of his kids named “of
Destiny.” We have the frozen semen and
we can have some more Destinys.

Bab: I'm afraid that once you get
hooked in this sort of thing, it's hard to
stop. You always feel that the next liver is
really going to be the great one. It's one of
the things ﬁlat keeps us going.

D you think you have established a distin-
gutshable line?

Wanda: People have told us we have.
For example, I can remember Paula Phillips
going to a show where there was a puppy
that we had sold to somebody in a different
area, and that we didn't have any particular
contact with — it wasn't really our dog any-
more, Paula said, “T walked up to the ring
and saw that and said, “That one must bea
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Ch. Char-Soo’s Bonanza of K-Way.

K-Way dog."™

Bob: People have said they can tell it's
a K-Way dog g’om how it moves. We
seem to have a eertain look to our dogs,
too, in the heads and faces. If you want to
be really practical about it, you have to
admit that dog breeding is sort of like build-
ing sand castles at the beach: You can
work real hard building a line, and if you
stop producing, it will disappear within a
couple of generations. You dissipate the
dogs to mlg-u_-r breeders, they do their own
thing, and, as a result, whatever distinction
Fou might have had will disappear very

ast.

Wanda: We kind of established the
structure and movement that we wanted,
and made some ¢fforts towards making a
prettier face since our basic madel lacked
that essenual. There are a number of dogs
that are much prettier than our basic stock
was, 1nd Ple don't tend to recognize
those as L. Way. We probably have a dif
ferent definition of type when it comes to
what heads should be like, because a couple
of things that we really feel the breed is in
danger of losing, very much define our type
— eyes that slant and lip lines that turn up
into a smile. You look at a large entry of
dogs and you very scidom sce those any-
more. As a breed, we've gone through big
eyes, m”mgular eyes, and all kinds o?eyr:s,
and we've gotten back to a pretty good
shape, but they are almost always set
straight across the head, but they need to
slant up to have that expression that isa
Samoyed, It's the same with the lip line,
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The end of the Iip hne has to turn up when
the mouth is closed to be the dog that
smiles. We are getting a lot of logse lip
lines and even wet flews,

Bob: It started about ten years ago
when everybody wanted to get a bear head
and small ears. As a result, they bred for
maore head so you could hide the ears; and
they started making the muzzles shorter, so
you now have a lot of Sams that look like
Chows, and, of course, they bred for the
human-like, round eye. In the process
they've lost the relationship of the features,
and they've got these coarse, heavy flews
that go with the bigger, broader heads,

Wanda: Actually, I think: part of that
comes from the shortened nose, too.

There's that skin there, and the skin is the

last thing o change shape.

Bob: Yes, and that's probably why the
eyes are beginning to flatten out and
become mare horizontal, too. With the
shorter muzzle, the head compresses and
you don't have everything set on the side of
the head. The muzzle tends to be pushed
mnto the head, so the center of the head and
the inner part of the eye tends to move
mare towards the ear, and the slant of the
eye is lost. People ought to take a very
good look at the old SCA emblem with
Peter of Kobe in there to recall what an old
Sam ought to look like. The lighter head is
still what the standard calls for.

Wanda: People talk about those big,
overgrown dogs as being typey dogs, bur if
you ask them specifically what's typey
about them, they don't know. They don't




even know what they should be, so how
can they select for that? The same way
with the coats: The two acceprable coats
were the real short working coat and the
longer shawl type coat, but we've gotten a
long all over coat at least as long, if not
longer, than the shawl. People have gotten
away from knowing what a working coat is.
I tried to-give an example to somebody of a
rather famous dog of the past, and they
didn’t know what I was talking about! I
said, "Uh-oh. I gotta readjust my time
scale!” (laughter)

One of the strangest things, to me, is
being considered an expert, somebody who
knows things, because I always think of
myself as the siudent going out and leamn-
ing these things. Shortly after we wrote the.
Juliet Goodrich pedigree book, we had
somebody tell us that they had been at the
National Specialty and would have liked to
have :a]kcgcm us, but they didn't think they
could bother us. For crying out loud!
Come to talk to us! That’s what we go to
specialties for. (laughter)

Bob: I work at a university. I've been
astudent for 50 years. When I get a new
job, I fignre out what the problem is; and
then go to the library and bone up on what
I'need to know to solve it. Being a student
of dogs is the same way. You are never
going to learn evervthing no matter how
long you work at it, and you need to reeval-
uate your postnons on cverything, because,
since you are never going to know it all,
you are going to make some mistakes along
the way. You are going to neglect to take
aecount of the cxceprions to the rules,
you're going to get nto mental dead ends;
you are actually going to evolve into some
wrong concepts, and, occasionally, have to
receive a kick in the pants from somebody,

It's not at all unusual to start thinking
in certain ways, and sort of get into a loop,
where you arce feeding on your own ideas
rather than evaluating them against other
people’s. You become insensitive to any-
thing that is different from the way you
think or the way you are currently think-
ing; consequently, you end up with this
inbred thought, which may be, indeed,
wrong. It may not have started out wrong,
but over a few years you may have built it
up and embellished it to where it absohuely
doesn't make sense anymore. That's where
it's very helpful to be continually talking
with other people who are established and
knowledgeable and whose opinion you can
trust, and keep bouncing ideas off of each
other. You are always going to learn some-
thing. If nothing else, it will open your
ideas to somethmg you have neglecred.

Wanda: To some extent, they don't
even need to be Samoyed people. We've
picked up various relationships of parts that
you don't immediately see by talking to a
terrier person. One of the measurements
we make came out of a veterinarian who
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had examined a litter of wolves,

Bob: You are really doing yourself a
disservice, il you want to be a Sammy
breeder, if you don't talk to people in other
breeds.

Wanda: That's one of the things I'm
hoping for with Working titles that will get
us out amongst people doing whatever
activity of work that they choose to do,
people who are doing agility, because that's
one of the things we need to keep in our
Sams. We don't want fence post legs and
dogs that plod. We want dogs that can go
over jumps, spring around things, and wm
quickly. Part of that goes back to the herd-
ing part of Samoyeds. Yes, there are parts
that say they have to draw heavy loads, but
there are also parts that say they have to
have all-day endurance, and be able to turn
quick to avoid the kicking caribou.

Bob: Yes, they can't all be junior
Malamutes with cow heads. Sorry, that just
won't fly. Or should I'say, won't run all
day long? (laughter)

Hozw do you rate type, temperament and
soundness i order of tmportance?

Wanda: Temperament first. We are
g,[‘?i_':ng to have to live with the dogs, first.

ere are a few people who have dogs and

keep them in kennels with none in their
house, but most of us live with our dogs.
To the extent that we are doing well for the
breed, we are producing good pets for peo-

le who want dogs. I read an article ina’
wrse magazine that the overall aim is to
produce good geldings for people to take
out and use. That, in essence, 15 what we
are doing with our pets. We need a dog
that is long lived, healthy, casy to keep up
and has good temperament. There are
dogs that we have liked and not bred to
because of their temperament, Thereis a
lot that goes into evaluating temperament.
You can't just mike a snap judgment that
one dog's temperament is terrible beeause
of onc instance you see in the ring or some-
thing. That is, perhaps, one of the things
that goes by the wayside if we get to the
point of being able to do shipping of semen,
and so on, Presumably, you could breed to
a dog you've never been in a room with,
but we have to see the dogs. We have to
get to know the dogs, We want to observe
the dog over some length of life to see if it's
getting better as it gets older or if it's a flash
in the pan.

Bob: We very rarely will breed o a
dog unless it has been around for several
vears and has several litters on the ground.
Of course, as far as soundness goes, most
family pets do not have to be terribly sound
in order to survive around a house, live in
the backyard and play with the kids. Maost
dogs are able to do that quite well, On the
other hand, a lot of the dogs we saw in the
early ‘70's, when we were %:csh out of hors-
es and just getting started, because of their
cow hocks, lloppy pasterns, poor shoulder
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fayback and bouncy gaits would have tern-
ble trouble herding reindeer for as much as
an hour. For those who are really interest-
ed in breeding top quality Sams that are
truly typey, you have to consider function
and soundness as part of what type is all
about,

Wanda: Type and soundness, or
structure and movement, or however you
want to put it, is all one thing. If all the
picces are in the right place and work
together, then that's typey. The head type
things I mentioned are important. We
won't accept a dog that is too far out in any
direction on anything. I've done enough
ringside judging that I puess I would proba-
bly judge on structure and movement first
rather than type, but I'm not sure that that's
the way we breed.  {laughter) I read an
article - I've done a lot of reading in 25
years — in an old illustrated standard that
was put out by Dag World, who used to,
every few years, K::H out a picture of ev
breed and print the words of the standar
right on it, and there was an article in there
about what makes a show dog. It talked
about breed type, conditioning, showman-
ship, and soundness in terms of hips and
eyes and things like that. The conditioning,
the grooming, the exercising, and all that
kind of stuff, each of us can do the best we
can do, and we probably owe it to our dogs
to do that, and not present them in less
than well groomed condition, and less than
well conditioned.

The sparkiness, the showmanship, is
both inbred and trained. You can frequent-
ly see it in puppies, but you can depress it,
get rid of it, short-circuit it. The structure
and movement you have to breed, and the
soundness. We simply will not breed a dog
that does not have good hips. Again, it
doesn’t get you anywhere, We knew of
some people who bought a bitch, were told
that she was x-rayed, and bred it to their
dog and got a litter of eight puppies. They -
all x-rayed clear and everything was fine
and wonderful. They bred her to an out-
side dog and the people demanded an OFA
number, or a university h{iﬁ;ﬂpqrt. or
something of the sort, so they x-rayed her
and got a dysplastic reading, so they didn’t
breed to the outside dog. But they did go
on to some extent with these eight nice pup-
pics. There were some Group winners and
things in there. But all of those thar were
hreﬁmduccd very large proportons of
hip dysplasia. They got away with it for
one %:J\eration, but they didn't dget clear.

e-do eye checks on our dogs scveral
times during their lives. We are scientific
based people who want to know the facts
and we want to help get the facts, ifwe can.
We would rather not deal on the basis of
rumers and half information. Right a this |
point, in 1992, Samoyed people are in big
trouble. Hopefully, m a couple of years or
so, we-will have some light at the end of the




tunnel. But between PRA, cataracts, retinal
dystrophy, retinal dysplasia, and so on, I
don't know where we are going and don't
see a way clear at this point.

Bob: People are getting a little more
open about the problems now than they
were when we were getting started, In the
*70’s, peaple weren't as willing to talk about
eye problems, and if you go back into the
*60’s, and even into the *50's, peaple
wouldn't even talk about hip dysplasia - it
was something you hid in the back room.
People are a little more open now about
what they have and the problems they've
had. Ifyou spend the time and effort to
gather information, you discover that
almost every generation has problems of
one sort or another. If you are willing to
ask established breeders openly - and
you've convineed them you are asking hon-
estly for a good reason and not to just
spread rumors — they will willingly tell you
what difficulties they've had and what prob-
lems you ought to look for when you are
breeding to their stock.

Wanda: And, to the best of their
knowledge, how to get around it, how to
solve the problems.

Bab: We need more of this: I'm hop-
ing that spmetime m the future our national
breed club will establish a genetic screening
committee that will be able to gather some
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of this information and put it in a central
data bank so that when people want to
make-a breeding, they will be able to get
information about relatives and ancestors of
dogs that they are considering. Then, they
will have a better idea of what problems
they are likely to encounter when they
make a bree i.ll%. Right now, it’s like clos-
ing your eyes, throwing a dart at the wall,
and hoping you don't hit a bad spot.
People who have made three or more
breedings and haven't un into any prob-
lems feel they have great breeding stock
and nothing to worry about, and feel they
are doing so much better than anybody
else. Their heads are all swelled up about
why everybody is having so many prob-
lems. They feel all you should have to do
is apply yourself and things are going to
come out just fine. There is no problem at
all to good breeding, (laughter} They just
haven't bred enough dogs. They are look-
ing at the world through rose-colored {glnss-
es, because they have poor statistics o
small numbers: whereas; if you takea good
scientific look at what you are Likely to
encounter based on problems other people
have encountered in the breed, you are
going to stub your toe a few times. You
may breed several good litters in a row and
then have a complete disaster. Or, what's
warse, you may have a complete disaster

and decide never to breed again. Some
people have had that bad luck.

The important thing to keep in mind 1s
that if you work hard, you can build your
little sand castle on the beach, and have
some fun doing it, but dog bn:t:ding, even
though there is lots of work and skill
involved to produce good animals, is still
very much like playing poker in Las Vegas.
You can apply yourself and if you work
hard, you can become better than most of
the people around you, but there is always
the luck of the draw and pure chance that is
going to give you a kick in the pants now
and then. Unless you have a strong
enough constitution to tolerate that and
work past your problems, you probably
aren’t going to be successful as a dog breed-
er for ﬁm long run. In fact, it's still true
woday that a lot of peaple get into dogs, pro-
duce a litter or two, and are out again in
under five years. There's a reason for that
Lots of people don't like stubbing their toes.

Wanda: We feel people who have to
struggle with their first dog or their first -
ter get tested by the fire and last longer.
The people who have one dog that wins
well and finishes quickly, get a second one,
and it's not so easy with the second one, so
they don't usually get a third one.

To be contimed ...

Announcing THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY

BITCH ISSUE

The SQ Bitch Issue deadline is August 1, 1994, We are offering a special ad rate for
this section of only $65 per page. (No limit on the number of pages!) We need one photo
of your dog (color or black and white); a 3-generation pedigree (parents, grandparents and
great-grandparents) of your dog; and 25 words of copy plus your name, address and phone
number. The photo will be returned. Please mark your ad clearly “for Bitch section”!

The Bitch Issue will feature a special preformatted section (no special lettering or lay-
out allowed on ads for this section, and only one photo per page). Don’t miss out - be sure
YOUR lovely lady is included in this special issue of The Samoyed Quarterly!

' DEADLINE - AUGUST 1, 1994
Ads for the formatted section of each theme issue are only

$65 each

i for a full page, including one photo.
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