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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with
Merrill and Rowena Evans
SEELAH

Waukee, lowa

This imbervie was conducted: at
the home of Merrill and Reroena Evans
i fune of 1996 by Katy Merseal,

How long have you been in
Samoyeds?

Merrill: We had our first
Sammy in the late 1960s and
didn't start showing until 1972,

Why Sammies?

Fowena: I didn’t know what
the breed was in the first place.
When I was a litle girl, there was
a lider of Eskimo Spuz. [ always
wanted one, I read a lot of books
at the library and thought it was a
big sled dog. When I was in the
fourth grade, my dad gave me a
lile Spitz. He didn't pull a sled.
I pulled him on the sled.  {laugh-
ter] When I got older and knew
more about the breed. T was mar-
ried and had children and we
could not afford to have a nice
dog like that. [always dreamed
of this deg, Finaly, Merrll was
up near Camp MceCoy, Wiscon-
s and he brought one home 1o
me for a birthday or anniversary.

Merrill: It was 1969, We
didn't know much about pedi-
grees then, but we learned from
thae.

Rowena; It was a good pedi
gree. We had him Xerayed and
he was excellent, He had bilack
points and [ really thought we
had something. When the dog
was about eighteen months old;
at what 1 call the teenager stage, |
inquired of a Judge who said,
“Oh, no. This is not the right
line. You should not have
bought this dog.” She told me all
the bad things about the dog; so |
had him neutered. I learned later
that this was one of the top lines
in the country, but the judge and
the breeder had been fighting
back and forth. We found the
dog a nice home and started
again with a female. She was
something else! She was Merrill's
dog and she had every fault you
could think of. She waveled m a
helicopter with him,

Merrill: She wraveled with me
in the Army. One evening, dur
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ing the Viet Nam war, I went to
the airport to pick up someone.
When I came back, I found that
someone had poisoned her.

Rowena: We thought she
was asleep on the floor, but she
was dead.

Merrill: A little while later
someone threw a hand grenade
through our window, so you
have somie good experiences and
some bad ones, and sometimes
you lose a good dog. She was my
dog. She traveled with me every
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where and would fly in the heli
copter with me,

We next bought a female
with good breeding from Califor-
nia, Just before they shipped her
they called and said they had
two, We didn't have any dogs ar
that point and thought one ‘would
keep the other one company so
we bought both of them, We had
Little Bo Peep and Little Miss
Mulffit, That was the beginning
of our career in quality Sammics,
We finished both dogs.

Rowena: We had their
championships and both had
CDs.

Memll: Then Liule Bo Pecp
sired our big guy, “Murdack,”
Ch. Di Murdock of Seelah. She
was the mother of our line, She
won the SCA top brood bitch
award three vears in a row,

Rowena: [t was fun because
we did it together, Merrill pu
the first major on Bo Peep. She
was out of the Snowfire Kennel,

Merrill: Back in 1982, Mur-




dock wen the SCA top show dog
award and Bo Péep won top
brood bitch, and we had the wop
stud dogall in one vear. For five
consecutive years, we had the
SCA top brood bitch and Mur-
dock won the top show dog
award for two consecutive years.
He retived and his son, “Bucky,”
took over and was the SCA top
show dog a year later.

Rowena: Bucky's name was
Murdock’s Marauder of Seeclah.
but evervone knew him as Bucky,

Merrill; At the SCA Natonal
Specialty, in the state of Washing
ton, we swept nearly all the
awards including the Grand Fuw
rity Puppy.

Rowena: There was one
class that we didn't win in the
Futurity that year. Wouldn't you
know 1, the photographer’s pic
tures were ruined and all we had
were some terrible black and
white pictures, After all that nice
winning. we didn’t get a nice pic-
ture out of it, which is too bad,
because that was a once-in-a-lhie-
time thing:

Merrill: You only hit the
Jackpot once. When Murdock
was a puppy, I didn't think he
looked like much, but he started
to win. He is the only dog 1
kiow of, however, that had over
40 points but stll wasn't a cham-
piom,

Rowena: I put everything on
him but one major.

Merrill: People wouldn™
show i order 1o break the major
and keep him from getung his
championship. He was in
Louisiana with a handler against
three Sammies and wok a Group
1 that day and finished. The next
weekend he won a Best in Show,
The Working Group split a few
vears ago, but Murdeck never
was shown after that split, He
had 100 Group placements and
216 Bests of Breed. I wanted to
retire him after he got his 100th
Group placement. After he was
retired, we brought out Bucky.
We had sold him to a couple in
Des Moines and asked them if we
could show him in Florida. At
his first show, on the Florida cir-
cnit, at six months and three days
old, he won a four-point major.
The second and third days he
won four-point majors, so he had
twelve pomts at six months and
one week of age. 'We hrought
him home and gave him back to
the owner. We borrowed him
again a month later and wok him
w Kansas City where he finished
his championship. When Bucky

The Samoyed Quarterly

WINNERS BITCH
COUNCIL BLUFFS

SEPT. 23. 1973
OLSON PHOTO

was about a vear and & half or
two years old, T bought him back
and put him out on the circuit.
He won his first twelve shows.
He was second in the United
States that vear and finished first
the mext year.

Murdock was an old veteran
who had showed against every
dog in the country, but Bucky
was the clown. e got so he
knew the photographers. Before
he got out of the ring, he would
spot the photographer who
always had a oy, He would go
bamanas, One day after he had
won the Breed, he broke away
from the handler. There was:a
Hatbed wagon where they were
taking pictures, and he ran clear
across the show arena and

b, Snizwfere’s Bo Peepe CI.

chimbed up in that flathed wagon
and sat there. waiting for the pho-
tographer to take his picture 50 he
could get his oy, He was a pure
ham! (laughter)

Rowena: We could never get
a picture of Bucky where he was
set up the way he should be
because he was always ready to
jump, but we could geta beautiful
head shot. He would either be
lying flat owt or be ready to
pounce and we had a terrible time
with him. The photographer
thought Bucky didn’t like him,
but we said, "No. he does like
you." He 15 stll taking pictures
and sometimes he will ask, “Does
this ane go back to Murdeck™" or
“Does this one go back to
Bucky?" Sometimes he wonders;
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especially if we have one that
kind of acts that way.

The competition then was
really great. We have competi-
tion now, but they are not three
and four pcn?lc deep, standing
around the ring to sec certain
dogs. It was fun w watch, and
cverybody watched them. Com-
petition 15 good today, but it's not
like then when there was so much
excitement. People who didn't
hike us then and we didn’t like
them because we were in compe-
tition with each other, we are
friends with today. It was just
one of those things, The competi-
tion was something else! We
never backed down from a judge.
Our handler would say, “That
judge 1=n't going to like us, We'd
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Dusha's Popr Corn Kernel of Seelah, “Diny, " chewing on @ bone.

better not show him Lnda} " We
would say, “No! We're going to
show him." There’s always a
chance that maybe that day that
Judge might like him, and it hap-
pened sometimes. [ don’t believe
mn backing away from a judge. If
you keep showing under a judge
and they don't like you, that’s
one thing. You have o take a
chance.

Merrill: We used a handler
because we couldn’t show every
weekend. Il vou are going o
campaign a dog, vou nced to
have it out there every weekend.
Murdock showed for four Vears,
and even though Bucky won five
Bests in Show he could have won
a lot more. We took him off the
circuit voung because we wanted
him home. We could have cam-
paigned him for another year and
he could have done a lot more
winming.

Rowena: It's fun to campaign
them, but you miss a lot because
your dog isn't home with you.
When they finally come home,
they are already beginning to get Breeding kennel,
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older and you don't have them  usually, from ten years onward, five years or more, vou don't Merrill: All dogs are not such
for that many years. Sammies they begin to go downhill Myou have too many years left with good travelers, but Murdock was
can live quite a long time, but  keep them out on the circuit for  them. the greatest traveler there ever
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was. He could come out of an
airplane-or out of a motor home
and show in 30 seconds.. Not
many dogs can do thar. For one
show, he was in Dallas, where he
won a Group 1, and Rowena was
in Kansas City with Bucky and
won the Breed. The next day
was the Los Angeles Samoyed
Specialty.  You never know who

- —n
R~ o |11y e e e
u H Faa st L =

The Sawayed Quarterly

Marauder’s Cofy of Seelah CD, “Coty.”

15 going to be there untl 8:00 1n
the morning. The people in Cali
fornia said, “There 15 no way
Murdock is going to be in Cal
fornia; because he just won the
Group in Dallas at Spm.” We
flew Murdock o LA that mght
and hid him out in a motel, We
took him in a taxicab the next
morming o the show site and got

there about ten minutes - 8§:00,
{laughter) He waon the Specialty,
got back in the airplane and
placed in the Group again in
Texas. That's the kind ulpf.log he
was, [t was fun. We had some
losses oo, Not every weekend
was that great, but my point is
that dag was never ured, He
would come out of the motm

Murdock/Pepéta litter number too,
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home, and in-secands his tail was
up; his-ears were up, he'd walk
into the ring saying, “Let’s seel
Who haven't I beaten today?”
He had that kind of cocky arre
gance about him, He had beaten
many of the dogs many times
over the vears., He would never
walk to the end of the line,
though. He would always walk

T i




to the front, look around o see
who was there, and say, “Okay,
beat me, if you can.”

Rowena: It was just like he
knew, He was'a fun dog!

Mernll: He was a smart dog,
Some people said Murdock was
mean. He was excused from the
ring in Texas one time when the
judge picked him up by his tail
and Murdock whirled around.
Well, naturally! 1 would have
whirled too if someone had
picked me up by my tal! (laugh-
ter) While there were people
who said he was a mean dog, he
was never mean d day in his life.
He would share an ice cream
cone with any little kid.

Rowena: We had a young
mother here one tme who had a
baby who would lie on Murdock
and drink his boule. The other
child was about four then: If the
children were cating candy, Mur-
dock was right there, but he
never wied w grab it out of their
hands. People didn't see the
good side of Murdock: Ewven to
this day, when he has been dead
for ten years. there are people
who talk about how mean he
was. The people who say that
have pever cven seen lnm! [ wall
ask, “How do you know thai?”
They will say, “So-and-so told me

about it.” I said, “Well, vou're all
wrong!”
Merrill: Murdock bear so

many people’s dogs so many
times that the people became a lit-
tle paranoid about lim, and they
dp to say somcthm% agaimt Lhc
dt}g We took our lumps.
did find out later from some of
these people that the handler we
had would sometimes say things
we didn’t necessarily agree with,
That's one reason we didn’t show
Bucky with him as long as we did
Murdock.
Rowena: There were some
i}cuglt we thought were unfriend-

ut we found out they were
not unfriendly when we got o
know them later and they got o
know us, We've become good
Iriends through the vears. Tt was
basically the handler, and that's
where the reputation began, It
too bad, because the dog wok the
punishment and we did wo. We
really took a beating.

There is a sore spot with me
today, 1 think people are pricing
their puppies too high. 1 don’t
believe m asking SL.000 to
$2.000, for a puppy! How do
vou know what that puppy is
going to be? There is no way
that you ean guarantee or tell if
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that puppy is going to be a cham-
plon, and even if it 1s a champion,
whether or not it will be a good
champion. There are some good
people out there who would like
to have good dogs, but they can'’t
afferd the price. People also te
the buyers up in contracts, where
sometimes they want a whole Lit-
ter back. Maybe one puppy, or
gcrhaps two, nught be all rnght,

ut when you get inte taking
whole litters back and tying peo-
ple up for years in contracts,
that's not right.

Merrill: We use a contract,
but we have guidelines for our
contract. We're not so naive to
believe that you can rcall}f
enforce a contract, [ maintain
that a contract is only some
wards written on a piece of paper.
I also maintain that once I own

title to a dog, I'm going to do
what 1 want to do with my dog.
We use a contract as a gudeline
to try to work with the people we
sell a dog 1o, rather than oyng to

enforce a strict contract, That
way, you end up with a good
home for the dog and with people
who will listen to you. If you say
ta them, “Tt says here in fine print
that you are going o do it this
way,” and try to shove it down
their throats, that's not the way to
do it, I believe contracts are nec-
essary as guidelines, but other-
wise they are worthless. I have
never heard of one that has been
enforced,

Rowena: We have to help
new people, and that's another
sore spot with me. Some breed-
ers, unless there is something
coming back to them from a
future breeding, do not help the
new people. They don’t show
them how to groom and they
don't help them at the shows.
I've seen the newcomer ignored
at the shows because a puppy
didn’t look too good that day. If
the breeder would have helped
the peaple, mayvbe the puppy that
day would have looked good.
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There are linde extra things you
have 10 do to have'a winning dog
that an experienced breeder can
show the newcomer: You have
to show them that you are really
interesied in that puppy. Call
then onee in awhile,

Mernll: That s what Rowe-
na does. Evervbody in the coun-
try calls her becaunse she helps
people out. I'm not that wlerant,
bll.ll she is very patent with peo-
ple.

Rowena: Mavbe I go over-
board, I.don’t know,

Merrill: She will spend hours
with them on the phone,

Rowena: [ feel I should help
even those people who aren't
puppy millers vet, but they might
be i sameone doesn’t gu'idc them,
When they call me, I say, “Why
don’t you send me your pr:d:
gree?” or "Bring your dog down
and we'll look him over.” Some-
times [ will say, “Well, he looks
good, but what about his pedi-
gree? 1 oy to explain to people

Dhusha’s Cameo of Seelah, “Cameo” (Ch. Duusha's Hustler of Seelah x Dustia’s Oopsy Datsy of Seelah),
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thae this isn't the same as showing
cattle orsheep. Dogs are a whole
different ball game. We need o
take the time o do it, There
have been a couple of times I've
been stung, but most of the time
people will listen to you because
they know you are really trying
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o help them. I will well people, “1
will help you, but don't ever cross
me!™ (laughter)

There are two or three people
right now *am trying 1o help, and
I don't know if T am going to be
able to help them or not, but they
call me all the time. One had an

accidental breeding and I've been
trying to help her with that breed
ing, and help her to understand
that she should have them spayed
or neutered. They are both Sam-
mies, but neither ene had been X-
raved. [ think they were brother
and sister, which mavbe would
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have beéen all right if they had
had good pedigrees o start with,
I told her that even if they don't
turn out, she can stll do sledding
and herding and many other
things with the dogs. I said,
“Spay them, neuter them and
enjoy them.” Some breeders



would advise putting a dog down
and sav, "You shouldn’t have
done that.” Mayvbe they
shouldn’t have done it, but that's
not the way to handle it. You
have to help peaple a httle bit,
Z*-Icrri]llz That's why I'm
Rowena's biggest critic. When
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she goes into the show ring and
makes a mstake, 1 tell her abow
it. (laughier)

Rowena: 1 make lois of mis-
takes! I havesaid, “I should cuit
showing Sammies, This is the
last time.™ 1 really think it is com-
ing pretty soom. [ have one male

I am showing. He is casy to
shew and is a nice dog. He could
go places if he was with a handles
continuousty.

We've had a good time with
our dogs. It's the one thing that
we did together, because I'm not
a big baseball or basketball fan.
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Merrill: I have one com-
plaint. [ can'y go to Florida with-
out taking my dogs with me!
{laughter) Or go anywhere!

Rowenas We've really
enjoved the dogs and have met so
many nice people. We have
made a lot of friends, and I guess



I'd do it over again, There comes
a time when you have to'slow
down. Aboue three years ago we
got “IT" (Tibetan Spaniel), but 1
had been looking for three or
four years for a smaller dog
because I knew a time was com-
ing that this couldn’t go on forev-
er, When we went to Florida, [
waould see these little dogs in the
ring. They weren't what you
would call prewy, but there was
something there [ hked. I didn't
like dogs without hair, and ver 1
didn’t want to do grooming.
Finally, after abour three vears,
there were some people who won
one day and I was watching them
while they were in the ring, so |
cornered the lady afterwards and
asked, “What are these dogs?”
She said, “These are Tibetan
Spaniels,” T had never heard of
them before and I said, “They
don’t look like Spaniels.”

Merrill; They are ten o fif
teen pounds of dynamite!

Rowena: She wok me to her
motor home wheye she had two
dogs. 1said, “Let me talk o my
husband.” She didn't say any-
thing. I found Merrill and said.
“I want you to se¢ these little
things." He said, “Well. if you
like them, it's all right.” T went
back and offered to buy one, but
she wouldn't sell me one. She
said, “No, I want to keep them
together.  They have a lot of fun
wigether.” I knew what she was
doing. She wanted to check on
me first. When we got home,
Merrill said, “Call her.” 8ol
called her and she said they were
not for sale. I found out later she
sold them as pets, but she said, *1
have a little female here for you”
By that ume. I knew she-had real-
Iy checked on us, She sent the
female 1o us and we showed her,
but she didn't twm out right. She
was something else!l The woman
said, “Don’t show her. Il send
you something else,™ That's
when we got 1], We also wanted
i female, She said, “T used one of
my mules for a breeding and I get
a pick female back.”™ That's
where we got little *Pippin” here,
the loud mouth.

Mermill: Twe years ago, T]
won 37 straight Beses of Breed
and finished number five in the
country for his breed.

Rowena: They are fun hule
dogs. You should sce them with
the Sammics. They stand on
their hind legs and kiss them and
wash their faces. 1 haven't found
any big dogs that didn't like these
litle dogs, Thev just seem to get
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along. That was another reason |
wanted this breed, because they
did seem to get along with all
dogs. I'm not saving somebody
doesn’t have one that doesa't get
along, 'When they go to ringside,
you don't have to watch them as
vou do the working breeds,
where you have to keep vour
males apart.  Anyway, that's why
we got the Tibetan Spaniels, so
that in our old age we can both
show these dogs. (laughter)

We had our first hicer, and
after having all white dogs, 1
couldn't understand it because
the liveer was all black and 1 said,
“But our dogs are gold.” Within
four to five weeks they began o
change color, and every one was
a different color of sable. This
was so different to us, after sceing
tmly the white ones that don’t
change like that. They all went
from black to gold o kind of a
dark sable, You never know
whiat they are going to be, so you

register most of them as sable
unless they are parti-color. They
will be varving shades of sable, or
if they are pold. like our dog here,
that's.a whole different ball game.
They have been a lot of fun. 1
can take one Sammy and a couple
ol these linle ones with no prob-
lem. 1 keep thinking, “I just have
1o stop showing these big dogs.”
I said something about it this last
weekend, and [ heard somcone
say, “If I could get around the
ring as good as yvou can, I would
just keep going.” One person
saicl, “Put your lietle shore skin
on and go in there.” [ said, “1
don't think that will work,
because after awhile, even the
short skirt won't work."  (laugh-
ter)

We used to hear abour things
that happéned even before we
started showing. On the West
Coast there was a lady chat
showed her dogs while she was
wearing what 15 called a “squaw

&

Ch. Dusha's Veges of Seelah (Ch. Windsong's Jak Pot O Pomirich x Ch. Murdack’s Mykola of Seelah).
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dress.” with the silver threads
showing through., They would
show out on the beaches some-
times and vou could always tell
her and you could always tell the
dog because it had such silver
tips.

Merrill: T always wanted w
be sure that when Rowena
showed she dressed like a lady
and that she complemented the
dog that she was showing, You
don’t wear a white dress with a
white dog. It doesn’t have w be
formal, and it doesn’t have 1o be
an expensive dress, bue it should
complement the dog. More peo-
ple soon learn that.

Rowena: That reminds me
of my frst show. Merrill didn't
go with me to that show. I wore
white boots; a white dress and [
think 1 had a white bow in my
hair, tying it back. The dog I had
was white, although she had a hit-
tle buff in her. [ was at the moel
with my sister-in-law the night




before, and the dog wet on the
floor and laid in it on red carpet.
The next day she was just as pink
as could be. Nowadays, maybe
I'd know how to get that out, but
then I was new and [ had no idea.
There T went, into the ring wear-
ing all this white and having a
pinkish looking dog in Hunting-
ton, West Virginia, 'l never for
get it It was something,

What colors-do you feel complement
the Samoyeds?

Merrill: Wear a skint with a
jJacket the same color as the skir,
like a red or green: It should be a
bright colored jacket and a-skirt
the same color. That way, vou
accentuate the white, If a man
Can wear 4 coal, a woman can
wear a skirt,

Rowena: Seme women look
nicer in dresses, and a lot of us
are wearing the longer shorts, the
walking shorts that come to the
knee. I wear those and wear a
jacket with it. Especially with the
little dogs. if you have to get
down on the foor, it is a lot bet
ter wearing the longer shorts than
having to ool arcund with a full
skart.

Merrill: A lot of people don't
wear colors that show off the dog.
You are showing the dog, not the
handler, and the handler should
complement the dog. You win as
a team. If the dog doesn't
respond, the handler is responsi-
ble.

Rowena: If you wear white
with a white dog, vou really can't
see the conformation of that dog.
Someone told me, “When you
have your picture taken, be sure
you are not wearing white shoes,
because you will have six white
feet showing.” I don't know wha
told me that, but I have always
remembered that,

There are some nice dogs out
there today, although I think
some people are going too much
to the teddy bear look, and that is
not our standard. It's cute, but
the teddy bear look is not the
Sammy look, We need the
wedge head with a nice medium
ear. We are losing the nice
almond-shaped eyes and are get-
ting a lot of round eyes. We've
lost leg and we've lost neck,. We
don't sec nice necks much on the
dogs anymore: We don't see that
nice arched neck we used 1o see.
Sometimes some of the heads
seem to be set right down on the
shoulders, and I've had a few like
that mysell. T would like to see
that change. I would like people
to breed to the standard instead
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Farrah Bit 0 Seelah (Homer's Hektor of Seelak x Bit (" Honey of Seclak).

of breeding what they personally
like. We are getting away from
our standard. There is no
almond eye avall anymore.

15 there amything you zwordd lke to
See changed i the standard?

Merrll: It’s a good standard.

Rowena: It 15 a preferred
standard and after all these years
it would be hard to enforce a
specified standard, one where all
the limits are defined specilically.
One judge said to me, “As long as
the balance is there, it does not
matter if they are a litde over or
under the standard.™ 1 agree with
that. T have seen same dogs that
were over the standard - but [
don’t mean HUGE - and vet the
balance was there, and vou just
couldn’t take your eyes off of
them.

Meyrill: I'm somry to say that
there are some judges that [ don't
know how they are getting

approved to judge our breed.

Rowena: They pay no atten-
tion to the standard,

Merrill: It's pathetic, In the
last two years, T have seen the
worst judging in Sammies ['ve
EVED SeEn.

Rowena: We're not alone in
feeling that way, A lot of people
say the same thing,

Merrill: We've been in this
for 30-plus vears, and we see
Judges who somehow got
appointed to judge the Sammy,
who don't know the standard.

Rowena: Or, if they know
the standard, they don't cheose to
follow it, A lot of them put up
strictly the handlers and the
owner-handler doesn't have much
of a chanee.

Mernll: Even if it is a new
judge, if he or she knows the stan-
dard, [ have no problem with
that, It's the judges who consis-
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tenty put up class dogs for Best
of Breed over champions. [ den't
agree with that day in and day
out. There is something wrong
when they do that, It's not the
usual way, that a class dog beats
four to eight Best of Breed dogs,
but that’s what we're seeing quite
frequently today.
qkuwena: It has to be a
mighty good dog. and they are
trying to break all the wop dogs.
Merrill: 1 never heard of
many of these judges. 1 don't
know how they got approved,
They don't know the standard,
and then they wonder why they
are not asked back to judge. 1
can tell them why. If they don't
learn the standard, we're not
going to bring them back o our
local club, and we don't,. We
don’t ever show in our local club,
so nobody can say we bring in
judges for our own benefir,



|
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Rowena: No. I'm not on the

board this year, but if we are on

the board. or an officer, we don't
skpw. This year I'm off the
board, but [ have a co-owner who

‘iz sl on the hoard, and we are
“pot showing any of our du-g,x that

we Ch-owWn with her. We are
bringing 2 couple of judges in this
vear that I bought my Tibetans
Efym and I'm not going to go out
there and show under those peo-
P]:g_ Even if I had the best dog

and they put it up, it's not right, I
“don't think i 1s fair to them and it
‘s ot fair to the others entering,

but 1 often see it where someone
will show under a judge they
bought a dog from. I don't
believe in it and I'll never do it [

“seripusly thought about becoming
‘ajudge, but 1 decided, no, 1 like

-showing dogs. You have to make
a choice. You either show dogs
Jor you judge, but doing both can
ganse & conflict,

Merrill: A lot of them do
hoth.

Rowena: It should not be
that way, That’s the reason 1

detided not o become a judge, |

vdoa ot of fun marches and T've

done some Futurities.

How would you deseribe your

ﬁ.r_ag‘-m.fmu of the perfect Samury?
owena: That's a question
and a hall,

Merrill: It's whatever the
‘standard says. The standard, to
me, is the perfect Sammy. You
will never have a perfect Sammy
because vou will never have in
‘one dog every auribute listed in
the standard,

Rowena: Big is not always
better. We are finding dogs with
bones as big as Pyrences. A lady
'bﬂughl a Sammy from me about
A month ago and she wanted to
zsee the mother, so 1 brought her
in, I consider the mother prety
good sized. In fact, I quit show-
mg her because [ felt she was too
large. This woman said, “Well,
she’s not very big boned.” She
was out of coat because she had

ust hud these puppies. We
: _ktd at the male she had and 1
“said, “Compare the two. If you
take the hair away from his. legs,
he isn' going to be much bigger,
am:[ hie shouldn’t be.” She said, “I
like them big." That's the way
tople are. They like big dogs.
ell, then they should go-and
buy a hig dog!

Mernill: We have never had
A perfect Sammy, but the only
feason we have stayed in the
breed is 1o continue sriving o

reed wward the goal of a perfect

The Samoyed Chearterly

Sammy according to the stan-
dard. Someday you just nught
hit the jackpot and get all the
attributes and have a 99.9 percent
perfect Sammy. Many people
have dogs that are close to it, but
every dog has imperfections; that
doesn’t mean the standard 1s
wrong, That's why we continue
to try to improve our breeding,
and hopelully we can always
improve on the last hitter, Maybe
we will get that perfea Sammy, |

Ch. Seelah’s Hot Off The Prews.

don’t know, but the perfect
Sammy is not necessarily the per-
feer show dog. There are a lot of
GOOD Samoyeds that, in my
opimon, are as close to the stan-
dard as they can be; yet they are
not nceessarily the best show
dags. They don’t like to show.
Out of all the dogs we have had
over our lifetime, we have only
had two natural show dogs. Mur-
dock and Bucky, or perhaps
three, because “Buddy™ 15 a good
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showman.

Rowena: "Whilé we had Mur-
dock out, | would say there were
two. or three others that were nat-
ural showmen, just as he was.
Dr. Pepper was one and Bark
Starr was a showy dog, and
“Dike,” Murdock's father, was a
very showy dog. He won the
National Specialty in Colorado
one year. Those were showy
dogs. They were not perfect,
anymore than Murdock was per-



fect. but they were showy and
they liked to show, They were
fun to show and some were hard
to show. Murdock was a hard
dag to show.

Mernll:  Bucky was an even
muore likable dog to show because
he was a happier dog. Bucky
always had a smile.

Rowena: [ couldn't show
him. He was a much stronger
dog than Murdock. He was a
very strong dog:. [ would swear
he was never lead-broke. The
handler always kept him on a
very tight lead, and that got him
in the habit of pulling strongly
too. IF 1 could have put him
through obedience first. [ maybe
could have handled him. Maybe
that's what I should have done
with him that year we kept him
out ol it before we brought him
out and campaigned him. At
least we might have gotten some
decent pictures of him then!
(laughter)

Merrill: It used to be that
they would give away heautiful
silver platters and tea sets when
you won. but they don't do that
now,

Rowena: You are lucky if
you get a ribbon, although there
are some filrr:u)' things now. It's
Just that they used to give very
expensive things.

To get back to the perfect
Sammy, 1 already mentioned the
eyes, | want a nice tailset, not a
tight tailser, but a nice one. 1
want a good from, good rear, and
the dog should make a nice pic-
ture from the side,

Wiat about movemeni?

Rowena: Movement is really
bad on some of them. [ used o
concentrate on the rears all the
time because Murdock had a
powerful rear, But there is anath-
cr end of the dog. The fronts
have improved on a lot of the
dogs, but some of the rears need
improvement. A lot of them
don't even single-track, and a
Sammy should single-track. If
you find a longlegged dog, it will
single-track quicker than a short-
legged dog. Sometimes people
see a dog with a lietle shorter leg
and they say it isn't single-track-
ing. but it will take that dog a lit-
te longer because they are short-
legeed.

Merrill: This is a working
breed, but not many judges put
much emphasis on movement,
They just pose the dogs and
that’s a poor way w judge. We
see 4 lot of judges who just pose
the dogs. The dog HAS 10 move!

The Sameyed Quarterly

You can't give first place or Best
of Breed to a dog that isn’t run-
ning the ring, but it's done all the
time and it just kills me when 1
see it because they are not empha-
sizing movement. That's what
the standard says, that it is a
working breed that should be
able to mave. Sure, they look
nice standing there,

Rowena: Some judges are
different. Some will go stmetly on
side movement, and I've seen
beautiful side movers that had
terrible rears. Some are head
Judges and will judge on the dog’s
head. They djml"l run on their
heads,

Merrill:  More and more
Judges have a toy or somiething in
their hand that makes 2 noise,
They judge the dogs on how well
they respond when they click the
toy, or whatever noise it makes,
and if the dog doesn't follow the
judge’s hand, that dog won't go
up. They say it's not an alert
dog. 1 think that's horrible,

Rowena: The dog is trained
1o watch the handler and it is up
to the handler to show what the
dog can do, not the judge.

Merrill: - Ar almost any show
You go to, no matter what breed
ring vou are warching, the judge

Ch. Snowfire s Bu Peep CD.

will have the dog go down and
back and make the triangle,
When the dog comes back, it
should be watching its' handler,
Invariably, the judge will take
something out o{! hisher pocket,
something that makes noise, and
if the dog doesn't follow it, you
can count on it that that dog
won't go up. It's wrong to do
that. The handler is in control of
the dog. I'm not saying the dog
shouldn’t be alert, but don't put
the dog down because jt didn't
follow your hand while it made
SDIMNE NOIsC.

Rowena: When you train
your dog, you train it to look-at
you and it is up to you to bring
out the animation, to get the ears
up and the head cocked o one
side. If you want to use a toy to
do it, that’s fine, but some dogs
dan't even respond to tovs, The
one I have in the ring right now
doesn’t care a thing about toys,
When he is outside the ring, he
will not even take a treat. | final-
ly found the tiny milkbones that 1
give to the Litle dogs, which he
won't wouch ouside the ring, bur
I can stand in the ring and toss
them to him and he catches them
every time.

Merrill:  She stands in fron
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of him and he stands foursquare
every time, with his wil up and
his ears up and citches thar cook-
e

Rowena: If the judge tries to
get his atention, he ignores him,
so what are vou going to do?
There are not too many Sanumies
vat there campaigning now.
There are a few, but people can't
afford to keep them out,

Merrill: T suppose it's the
least number of Samoyeds that
there have been in many yvears.
There are only a couple that are
even running this year. Usually
there are hall a dozen. People
can't afford it. To campaign a
dog, to get it into the Top Ten
and to-stay in the Top Ten, who
wants to put in 330,000 to
550,000 a vear? Sometimes it's
more than that. Way back, our
dogs showed in 104 shows a year,
and even back then it cost us
plenty,

Rowena: We can't say we

didn’t enjoy it, because we did
emjay it, but it was for our own
ego.
Merrill: But not at today’s
prices. There is 4 handling fee, a
mileage charge, a boarding
charge. ver bills and entry fees.
After you add all that up, win,
lose or draw, you have put a lot
of money into it

Rowena: It was fun to cam-
paign a dog and I won't say that
1t wasn't, but it's just for one’s
own ego and nothng else. You
won't get big stud service on that
dog just because he is the top win-
ner. _

Merrill: The reason for that
is that you have to keep the dog
at home 0 be used effectively at
stud, and il vou-are on the road,
you won't be breeding him. Muy-
dock was on the road and missed
many stud services.

Rowena: Also, peaple never
called us to see what the stud fee
was. Our handler told someone
it was 52,0000 Well, that's ridicu-
lous. We lost out there because
they thought he was the dwner of
the dog. It's hard when you are
on the read and wying to-use a
dog at stud. Some dogs don't
show well when they are used at
stud. Some dogs get very upset
with bitches in season. “Keno”
wis a show dog: but he had baff
on him. T finished him at seven-
teen months and he was pure
white, but soon after that he start-
ed gewing some buff spots and
that was it.

Tir e comtrmuedd ..,




