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The Sanioyed Quarterly

Samoyed people

Ch, Murdock's Mazrador of Seclah

The Samoved Quarterly
Talks with
Merrill and Rowena Evans
SEELAH
Waukee, lowa

Part I
This interien weas conducted af
the home of Merrill and Rowena
Frdny in I?.wre' of 19496 by Kaly
Merseal.

When showing the Sammy, what

ifiecial grooming do you do?
Rowena: If vou keep the
coat up, you won't have that
much grooming. I won't say
vou will not have to groom
them, because you will have
more grooming than you will on
many dogs. Iwill not take a dog
into the show ring if it isn’t
washed, and I usually try to
wash 1t one to two days before
the show. [ de not believe in
putting anything like chalk m
the coat. I think a lot of peaple

still pack the coais [ull of corn
starch 1o make them stand out,
IF vou have the proper coat, vou
don't need any corn starch or
packing: If vou have the proper
coat to start with, vou don't
need to worry. I it rains and
the dog shakes its coat, it will
stand nght out. [ love to s¢ea
wet day because then you know
which is the proper coat and
which 1sn't, I it 1sn't a proper

coat, if there is chalk in there it
will run out, and if there isn't
any. chalk the eoatwill go flar. If
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the dog shakes and the enat
stands out, you've got a good
coat, but you vsually don't get
that untl they are almost two
vears old. Tdo pat chalk on the
feet so the dog has nice, white
feet. 1 hate to see dirty hocks o
feer when they go into the ring,
although when vou show out-
side sometimes it is hard o keep
them clean.

Other than that, we justdoa
lot of brushing. We wash them
in ordinary shampoo. 1 used a
people shampoo on them for
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Ch. Di Murduch of Seelafi, Ch, Murdock s Masterpiece of Selah; Ch. Murdock s Magnetic Miss of Seelah

vears and years because its
cheaper. I probably used it for
30 wears and 1 sull use it every
now and then, It's called Q';tccn
Helene and you can enly get it
at beauty supply places, One
botte is a liele over $1 and it
will make gallons. You only
need just o few drops. We don't
have anything particular we do,
We never trim. We are not
allowed to trim whiskers any-
more. We do the bouoms of the
feet, the shape of the foot, and
that's it. We don't do anything
¢lse, Once in awhile we will
spray a little bit of sheen stufT on
the coat, but we have never
dene anything else. [ try to con-
vinee new people not o do it
but I will sece them at a show
and somebody has gotten a hold
of them and they are putting all
this sewfl in the coat. When you
do that, you will have a nice
white coat, but yvou will not have
those nawral silver tps. IF you
get a mice clean dog in the nng,
that's all I ask for. That's all 1
ask when I sell a puppy: 1 tell
them, “Don’t let me see you in
the ring with a dirty dog. Don’t
show it il you are not going to
give it a bath.” Some people are
too lazy o give them ‘Ijnaths and
s0 they keep using chalk and all
this other swulff,

It's a lot of work, If vou are
showing a dog every weekend, it
i5 a lot of work to keep the coat
up and keep it nice. You will
have to have a few extra baths,
We used to use a hand drier,
like the ones you use on your
own hair, and it would take all
day to ger them dry. My first
two bitches had thick coats and

rying them would 1ake forever,
; was probably the first person
in this part of the country to get
the “cattle dryers,” as we call

them. What-a difference that
made! The people who are
starting out now who have the
cattle dryers don't know what
we went through! If your dog
got wet, vou were in trouble
because you couldn’t ger them
dry, There was just no way. It
has made a big dilference in

they didn't do-anything! They
had these shaggy fect. Every-
body has improved. Pretty
much everybody knows how to
groom their Sammies now. Il a
doy has a stain, there are a lot of
products on the market now so
most of the tme you can get the
stains out. The coat does grab

Ch Snowires Mss Muffet

their coats:

I think the dogs are much
better groomed than they were.
The Canadian dogs have
improved immensely. 1 used to
go up there and they didn’t even
graom their dogs. They just put
them in the ring.  Most of the
time the dogs were pretty clean,
bur they didn’t groom their
dogs. They didn't trim Ffeet,

eolor, like the one | told vou
about that had red carpet in its
coat, | had a friend who had
used some kind of shampoo for
ladies’ white hair and the dog
turned purple. She gat it to the
show and didi't know what she
was going to do, so she took it
to the car wash and she washed
him agan. He looked white to
her. 'When she got to the show
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ring inside, under the lights. the
judge said, “My, what a nice
lavender dog.” (laughter) You
have to watch what you use on
them. I don't think she ever
used that shampoo again,

If you just keep your dog
brushed and clean, they. are not
that hard o groom. If you are
showing every weekend, you
will have to keep that coat up.
and if the dog gets out and gets
dirty, you will have to wash him
again, We have had them get
into the mud and look a disas-
ter, but we stck them into thewr
crates, it dries off and after you
brush them out it dogsn't even
look like they've been in the
mud, If & Sammy has a good
coat. thats what will happen.
It's these coats that people let get
dirty clear down in that are hard
o deal with. 1 just can’t imaging
anvhody letting a dog stay dirty.
Ours don't get baths all the time,
I don't mean that. 1 mean not
brushing them or letting them
get to the point where you don't
do anything with them. It will

just make more work later,

They are coated dogs and we
have to take care of the coat.
Some of the dogs 1oday have
beautiful coats beeause we have
better equipment to take care of
them, The drier has made a big
difference, not only in grooming
the dog: but in getting the dead
hair out. You can take the dog
outside, use the blower and get
all the loose hair out. The birds
come and ake it 10 make nests;
and you have a great time!

(laughter)

%—{u:;' mhortant &5 diel m mi;:'.r.'_:_l;
Seamrmies 7

Everybody has:their own
diet. When I first started out, 1
tried -everything and got into all
kinds of messes. Basically, all
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the dog foads are abour the
same, really. For over 30 years
now we have used Ken'l Biskit,
Very seldom have 1 had any

rablem with the dry biscuit,
¥e have also used Pedigree in
the last few vears and I like it
We start our puppics out on
Purina Puppy Chow, which has
changed through the years,
Now they have the lamb and
rice and other things. The rea-
son [ tried Purina is that no mat-
ter where we ship a dog the peo-
ple can find that dog food. I've
heard a lot of tales about how
terrible Purina is, but 1 say that
is'an old wives' tale. There is
something ¢lse wrong with the
dog if it got sick. If it started owt
on Purina and was on Purina for
ecight to twelve weeks, why
would it get sick on Purina?
The vets are pushing their own
dog foads. IE don’t believe in
paying $20 or mare for a bag of
dog foad when you can get 4
good bag of food for less than
that, and if vour dog is doing
well an it; why try anything
else? People come to me all the
time trying to sell me dog food,
but why should I change, when
for cver 30 vedars my dogs have
done so well on 17 When my
bitches have their puppics. they
don't lose weight as a lot of dogs
do; so I don't have any problem
with it. I have one dog right
now that can't take the Kennel
Ration and we started him on

Eagle. That's the only dog P've
ever had a problem with and it's
the only food that dog will cat.
Dia you supplement-feed at alf?
Rowena: Mavbe we will put
a tablespoon full of Pedigree

Ch, Daha s Keno of Seelah

meat in there sometimes, and for
the litcle dogs we will use
Mighty Dog because they are in
little cans. When you are travel:
ing it's just perfect. There wasa
time when we cooked a lot of
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different things, trying to put
weight on the dogs. We weren't
on Kennel Ration then. We
cooked macaroni and 2 can of
meat and 1 don’t remember
what all we stuck in there, but
way back, before they had all
this dog food. that’s what people
did. I don't think the dogs were
any healthier then. In facy, I
think they were healthier when
we took them off all that and put
them on the Kennel Ravon.
They just did better.

Once in awhile, if they are
shedding, you might want to
give them a litde coat condition-
er, but vou don't need to buy an
expensive conditioner. If you
eat bacon, which we don't any-
more, vou can put @ little bacon
grease into their food. [ wied
Miracoat but it seemed to make
the coat soft so I don't use that,
Miracoat is fine for other breeds
but it didn’t seem to work for
our Sammies. We haven't given
any supplements other than 2
tabléspoon of meat, and some-
times we don't do that every
day. Our dogs have been fine.
If anything, my husband over-
feeds them, so Paula always
sdys, “If they need to be fauened
up. ['ll bring them over to you,
but then I have to put them on a
diet when vou bring them back
over to the kennel.” It's truel
He loves to feed them all the
tme.

Whai trating do you give your




Ch/Int Ch. Barron’s Top Hat ‘N Tails
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OFA Excellent, CERF Elbows Heart and Thyroid clear

In 93° heat, “Topper" tock BOB and was pulled in Group by Sondra Esporite, his first time out since the 1997
National. Congrats to daughter Lacey for BW, BOS, Pups from both litters are pointed. Congrats to Brechbuhls
on Barrett's major from Puppy class.

Linebreeding to Donnereigns Tall Tails Moonstar (Ch. Donnereign N.Y. Speculator x Int. Ch. Donnereign Joie
de Vivre). OFA excellent & CERF. Pups should be super. Futurity nominated. Inquiries invited. Great show &
waorking potential.

Barb & Dan Cole

ﬂ 430 Blanche Drive
S1. Charles, Missouri 83303

314/949-9333
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ruafrpies ?

Rowena:  Before they leave
us they-are lead trained. We
train them enough so vou can at
least walk them a lide on lead,
We also crate train them, Every
puppy that leaves us has been
crate tramed. Some we haven't
been able to crate train as lon
as we'd like. At first, they are ;!ﬁ
in a crate together, then we put
them two in a érate and finally
one to a crate. It has worked
well. I have shipped puppies all
over and maost of the tme they
arrive nice and clean, which is
amazing sometmes. | put Pame
pers in the bowom of the crate.
That works pretty good,

That's about the only train-
ing we really do. We don't dis-
cipline oo much. We don't let
them chew on our hands or feet,
which is what people ler them
do after they get them. Then
they come back and wonder
why they can’t get their puppy
trained and Lhci say []]E}fﬂiﬁ:
chewing on everything. Well,
they are teething, so you need to
give them something o teethe
on.  Also, people let them have
the run of the house. 1 get com-
plaints all the ume and T ask if
they let them have the run of the
house. They usually say ves. |
don’t let mane have the run of
the house until they are at least a
year old because they are going
ter have aceidents, that's-all there
is to it. People take the puppics
home and tarn them loase, so
that's the way it goes.

If we are going to do obedi-
ence with a dog, we start that at
about four months. We may
not get a G atle, bur we will do
some training that way, Some
of them can be very stubborn,
and. if E;m: get one that is that
way, then basic obedience is
very good for them. It gets
them socialized, oo, Obedience
training socializes them faster
than you can do it in a confor
mation class, really, because you
are [inding all kinds of dogs,
mutts right in there with the rest
of them, and big dogs and litte
dogs.

When do the puppies go to their
wene homes

Rowena: In the summer, if
it i3 someone who lives close
who can drive in to get them, [
will let them go at cight weeks:
It depends on hew much social-
ization they have had: 1 would
rather not let some puppies go at
even eight weeks, It depends on
how the puppies are. An ideal
time is twelve weeks, but these
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puppics grow fast and 1 think
they should get into their homes
before twelve weeks. By that
time, they are beginning to get
into yvour pattern of ving and if
vou can get them out at eight
weeks, then they fit right into
the family.

I don’t like to ship puppies,
but I have and hm'Pc I;]aF:{PmJ
problem with it. | would rather,
if the people can, that they come
in by car and pick up their
puppy. [ have had people come
from all over to pick up their
puppics. Some have come from

Are your males &l stwed fo ontide
bitches?

Rowena: Yes, as long as
they are X-rayed and have had
an eve check.

D you do any other .Fr?'rm;}ggs.,
suech s brecetlosn ?

Rowena: Yes. Most of the
breedings I've done [ have
known the people preuy well
and [ know their dogs, so [ don't
always insist on a brucellosis
test, If I don't know the person
well, if it is just an acquaintance;
then I think the dog should have
a brucellosis est, When i first

Kiam's Northern Exposire

the West or Midwest, or what-
ever, | had one doctor who flew
in from California and picked
up two puppics a couple of years
ago. They were really nice litle
females thart he is using for auns-
tic children, They are doing just
great. When he flew back with
them, they did not ride in the
baggage compartment, They
rode beside him. He called me
and I asked, “Is there something
wrong?” He said, “Oh, no, 1
just wanted you to know that
the hostess is holding one and
I'm holding the other.” (He was
up in the air on the airline tele-
phone.) He was the kind of per-
son who il he wanted something
he was going to get it. Both
puppies went to his home and
jumped into the swimming pool.

ey didn’t know whether they
could swim or not, but I guess
they coutbd.

came out, we had a real scare.
We had champions and cvery-
thing that were coming up posi-
tive. I just couldn’t understand
it! Few people could do the tests
then. There were three tests
and our vet only did the one
test. Merrill was very upset and
called the doctor at Comell who
had come up with this test.
Right away, the doctor said,
“Y¥ou haven't put the dogs
down, have you®™ Merrill said,
“No." The doctor then asked,
“Have you done three tests?”
Merrill said, “No. just one test.”
The dactor said, “I'm the only
one qualified to do these tests,
Would you send me blood sam-
ples® We were just E’Ez:bh:rgnst—
ed and couldn't understand all
this because it was something
new, Every one of the wests
came up fine, but when a bitch
was in season, the test would
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often show up puositve, so we
knew then o do a brucellosis
test, if we were going to do one,
before she came into season.

We learned our lesson. Oh,
we were scared to death, We
were new and we thought we
were going to have w put all our
dogs down. We called all the
people we'd sold puppies to and
it was just awful!l 5o, it's an
important test, because it can
happen. 'We've never had it,
but we thought we had it.

S0, the eyes. the hips and
the brucellosis are about the
only tests I can think of that I'd
want: | would hike the dog o
come i clean, Sometimes they
don't. When 1 send one out I
want it to come home clean, as
well. Usually, when one comes
i, I will wash the dog and wash
the towel in its crate. [ guess I'm
a famatic on that. 1 just like
clean dogs.

Hewe you ever vefised to service
a biteh?

Rowena: I've not really
refused, but I've ralked people
out of breeding. There is.a right
way and a wrong way to do it |
might say, *I don't think these
pedigrees match. Call some
other brecders and see what
they have to say.” 1 guess you'd
call that a refusal, but 1 won't
just come right out and say,
“No, I won't breed my dog to
your bitch.” Sometimes I will
ask them, “Have vou had her X-
rayed?” When they say, “No,”
[ will say, “Then why don't vou
get her X-rayed and bring me
her pedigree and then we'll
talk?” Sometimes they don't call
back and I know they have
either found someone else
whose male they used, or ther
dog had hip dysplasia, ‘So, ves, |
fuess: I've refused a few, but not
L0 ANy,

Hing many hiters should a bitch
hetve?

Rowena: That's a big
debare. Mertill and T don’t
always agree on this. but we
don't breed anything after
theyre about seven years old.
I've known some people who
have bred their bitches as old:as
eight to ten years. Most of the
time we end up with three
breedings, and maybe four, at
the most, We med old Vegas,
but she decided she wasi't going
to have anymore, so we quit on
her. She gave us three nice lit
ters and decided that was it 1
would not breed an old bitch. |
guess they almost become my
children and I feel sorry for




them.

What's the youngest you woeuld
Frreed o bitch?

Rowena: Twao.

What hatie been the bengfits of
beang in Samayeds?

Rowena: The people T've
met, I've met a lot of nice peo-
ple from all walks of life. That
15 one of the nicest things, Of
course, I've always had a pet,
from the ome I was a child, and
[ just enjoy being with the ani-
mals, We have a good time -
nothing exciung, but we just
have a good tume.

Mernll: Our son asked me
one time why we had so many
dogs. There are four reasons!
Dog's never talk back; they go
1o bed when asked; they clean
up their dinner plate; and they
never ask for the car on Satur-
day night. (laughter)

Rowena: We had (our sons,

Have there been any dratobacks
to havig the dogs?

Merrill: If there were any
drawhacks. we wouldn’t have
stayed in it

Rowena: We would have
been out of it long ago, If we
had stayed in it for the money,
we wouldn't be in it, Then
there is all the politics. We just

enjoy it

\ifrrill' We enjoy thie peo-
ple we've met.

Rowena: Then, too, it 1s

like anything else, any business,
you can get hooked. I gets in
your blood, I really enjoy show-
ing and always have, Mernill
likes 1o supervise.

Merrill: 1 like to win.

Rowena: 1 do we, but I'm
not quite as adamant as he s
about it If the dog that wins is
better than mine; that's hne. If
it's not, then I might get a litle
uptight.

Wihat advice would you gmoe f
Bireeders whi ave fust starting out?

Rowena: 1 think if I were
starting out and really wanted to
get into breeding, rather than
buy a puppy, I would buy the
best bicch I could fnd and start
from there. You can always
find a male, but buy the best
bitch you can find. You will pay
for it, but that's one tme you
sh:mllt] expect to pay a good
price.

Merrill: People who are
buying puppies have to under-
stand up Fum that you can't
guarantee a champion. A lot of
people have the idea that they
can put the dog into the ring at
six months of age without any
training and expect it to win
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beeause it has a good pedigree.
It may be from champion blood-
lines, but you make the champi-
on. Some people jump to the
conclusion that vou are selling
them a champion, but this is not
true. It takes o livle while for
people to understand thar
owena: Some breeders
guarantee a champion. The
only way thev can guarantee
that is if they take the dog and
fimish it. They will do it. They
will cvcntuail} get the dog its
championship if the dog has any
quality at all. Starting out,

then get a nice male;, but you
can’t go out and buy an adult
male very easily, People just
won't sell them. They are going
to keep a-good male for them-
selves toshow. Once in awhile
somebody will sell vou a nice
male,

Do you recommend they join a
local breed club, the national freed
elteh ov-anall breed dlub?

Rowena: I'd say join them
all, if you can. We wied a local
club, E!ut there are not enough
people in this area with
Samoyeds to have a local club.

Dhasha's Keepstake of Seelah

though, if you want o do breed-
ing,)buy a good bitch, and |
mean ‘the best. You will bave a
hard 'time buying one, because
whoeven has it will try o ]u_cp
it,, If ':u want a show dog, it
doesn't make much difference
and you can ger a male;

Merrill: If I want a suit for
$5, 1 can go downtown to the
junk shop and buy one. The
same is true with a dog: You
get what you pay for.

Rowena:  Puppies start ow
looking so good, but then they
get into the gangly stage and
vou may wonder, “What in the
world have 1 bought?™ You
have tao wait for that swan to
develop. It is an ugly ducking
and then all at once it begins 1o
show its beauty and pretty soon
you have a beautful dog. If you
want a show dog and you don’t
want to bother with a puppy,

I've been in the local kennel
club all along and the national
club. We used 1o have a Mid-
west Sammy club, We kept it
going for several years and then
we dropped it because it was

just too much.

{i the parent cheb dommg eneugh to
educale fudges and new nigmbers?

Rowena: They're trying.

Merrill: The solution to

judges not knowing the standard

15 getting them to come to
judge’s seminars. We put on
one at our National Speeialty
every vear and there are usually
anywhere from five to fifteen
judges whao attend, and we put
on a two-day deal for them., We
need o do more of it because
there are judges judging our
breed who don't know our stan-
dard, What's the solution?
We're not going w fight AKC
and their licensing of judges, so
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somehow we must cducate them
through seminars, They have
s many breeds and so many
clubs thar they can’t educate
them all, but we can-do itat the
national level, or if we have a
regional club, but it is difficult o
have seminars at a lecal club.
What breed do you pick wo have
a seminar for? That's why we
don't see very many seminars at
the local level:

Rowena: Another thing, the
members do not help each other
cngugh, but I think that is true
of all dog breed clubs. IF you
have something wrong with a
dog or a litter, vou don't pass
the information along, but you
keep it to yourself. Nobody will
buy puppies il you let them
know something is wrong.
That's not right. I think others
feel as 1 do. I we would give
information to each other or
have an information bank that
had records on which dog pro-
duced what, then people would
know whether or not to breed to
a certain dog.  Maybe 1
shouldn’t breed to a certain dog,
but maybe somebody else could
breed to it If we would let peo-
ple know we have a problem,
then we wouldn't be passing on
the problem.

Merrill: One problem is
that many people have a very
limited knowledze about pedi-
grees and the background of
genetics, They just do not
understand why they can’t
breed a certain male and [emale
together. They don't under-
stand that the pedigrees just
don't fie. It takes years to under
stand the genetics behind dog
breeding. 1 was born and raised
on a farm, but [will sill say that
farm people have linde concep-
tion of how to breed dogs
because they breed them just
like they do cattle. They seldom
look at the pedigrees, You are
nat going to breed a dog with a
bad rear to another dug with a
bad rear, but some people don't
understand that. Rowena is
good at analyzing pedigrees, and
she can pick a puppy out at six
weeks old and say, “That's the
best one,” when I can't see any
difference in them. She's good
at it

Rowena: Somenmes, but it
doesn’t always turn out. 1 really
do think that if people would
put their heads together and
help each other that we would
have better dogs. We would
have sounder dogs. il we would
share the infermation we have.




Ch. Purstey’s Shory Dancer
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Dancer has two 4-point majors and a 3-point major. She has won over specials and needs 2 points to finish,
Planned breeding to Ch. Cot'N Pic'N Shotavodka.

Ch. Wolf River's Eagle Ch. Polar Mist Law Breaker Il
Ch. Winterfrost's Gyrfalcon Ch. Polar Mist Code Breaker
Ch. Winterfrost's Moonlighting Am/Can Ch. Pclar Mist Naughty Angel
Am/Int Ch, Polar Mist Mover N-A Shaker Ch. Polar Mist Show Girl Pursley
Ch. lce Way's Ice Breaker Ch. lce Way's Ice Breaker
Ch. Polar Mist Crystal Keesha Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Uptown Girl CD
Ch. Polar Mist Saucy Minx Am/Can Ch. Polar Mist Society Girl CD

Dean & Tomi Pursley
6530 San Juan Avenue = Jacksonville, Flarida 32210-2858
904/786-5050 or 904/778-4497
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That's one thing [ will say about

Judy Mears. She is really good

at informing you. She will send
you a printout of everything her
dog has produced, and the
faults. I there has been some
problem. it’s m that sheet she
gives you, [ think that's won-
derful, and if more of us did
that, we'd have less trouble.
We'd snll have our pretty dogs,
but they'd be much sounder
than they are now. Prople
aren't thinking of that, though.
They are just looking at this
pretty dog and that pretty dog,
and they put them rogether,
thinking they are going to get
the perfect dog. We are all ry-
ing to get that perfect du};, but
that 1sn't the way to do it
Every dog has a fault,

Some clubs put all their
information together. The Por-
mguese Water Dog breed does
this and they have had fewer
problems through the vears than
some of the rest of us hive had.
They did that when they were-a
new club, Nobody wants to
admit they have problems. If
someone has PRA, they won't
admit it. I have heard people
say they have never had hip
dysplasia, but I can't believe
that. Everybody, eventually,
will havie hip dysplasia at some
time in a lieter, But I have heard
people say that they have never
had it or that they have never
had any immune system prob-
lems. There are so many things
that are there o watch Fm'. and
il you double up on something,
yau are in real trouble. Some-
times- it is something that won't
develop for vears, You may not
have anything for the first five
or six yeats and then something
crops up. If we just told each
other these things, it would
make it so much easier, but peo-
ple won't do 1, because they
can't sell puppies if they admit
they have a problem. Some of
these things are really bad faults,

The breeders of our Tibetan
(T]} are judges now and they
have quit breeding. Back i the
Et’:digr&c there was PRA - way

ack - but they admitted it
Some of the club members were
very upset about it, but they
admitted it and said, *Do not
breed anything to this or that, or
anything that has that dog in its
background.” When I got ready
to breed my lutle bitc‘h_. 1 sent
bath pedigrees w Dr, Padget at
Michigan State University and
asked what the chances were
between the two dogs. There
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was one dog in both their pedi-
grees, way back, He said it was
less than a one pereent chance
that 1t would develop. I bred
them and we got nice puppies.
Now we will just wait and see. [
don’t think anything will wn
up. At least these people were
honest enough to tell everyone
about 1t

The Tibetan Spaniels are
one of the foundation dogs for
the Pekingese, the Shih Tzu and

the Lhaso. [ couldn't under-
stand how they could be the
foundation for some of these
other dogs and yer they them-
selves were not recognized until
the late ‘80s. There's not very
many of them around. Tnstead
of the Pekingese look. which has
a flat look, they have @ slight
dome and have a sort of mon-
key look about them. Mrs. Jean
Fancy, whoe is a judge, said,
“These litde dogs have that wor-
ried look. When they look at
vou, they have kind of a wor-
ried look.” She is right Bue
when they open their mouths,
they have a big grin. It's the
way the eyebrows come wogeth-
er. They have a worried look;
while Pekingese will have a
mean look about them: It's a
real frown, a mean look., The
Tibetan doesn’t have a frown.
It's just kind of a worried look.
[ never thought I'd ever have a
really litde dog. The first time 1
went to class with that liede dog,
ah, did they razz me! (laughter)
I had made fun of others with
their little dogs:

Ch. Willme Brooks' Bahan of Seelah

I the AR iy on Seirnmies o
good one?

Rowena: It's preuwty good.

Ii there enough ferature?

Rowena: There are quite a
few books out now on the
breed. For awhile there was
nothing, The Ward's book was
about the only one out. had a
book years ago that [ lpaned 1o
saomeonc but didn't get it back,
It was called The Samored: New
Zealand. It was two books,

About four years ago, | found it
again and had to pay double the
price. [t has some of the really
old dogs m there, which were &l
numbered. and which were
mostly from New Zealand and
that area of the world, There 1
sufficient literature out there
now. [ never well people to buy
the pet store paperbacks because
they don't give you enough
information, Our club also has
literature. I you have puppies,
vou can give the literature o
vour cliens,

Hiwe donghave you lived fere,
and where diel you live before?

Rowena: We've been here
abow twelve years, and we have
lived mostly in this area. We
had a kennel south of here, It
was out in the country and we
thought we would open a board-
ing kennel there. It was so far
out in the country. on gravel
roads, that people couldn’t have
gotten to us. We had a hard
time getting out in the winter
and Merill was oaveling a lot of
the time. We'd have these
snowstorms and 1 practically

Fall 1998 » 34

had to go out the upstairs win-
dows to get to the kennel o feed
the dogs, Then we found this
place, and we thought we could
have a kennel here, bhut we
couldn't because it is resteicied,
I was wery upset. We found
another place that 1s just seven
miles from us, It’s an old farm
hause, a big brck one, and the
preperty had a couple of other
buildings on it. We put up a
boarding ‘kennel there and
turned it nto a dog kennel, It's
only about three acres. but it's
all we needed and it is right out
in the middle of nowhere. so
there are no houses close by,
Merrill:  It's tough to geta
kennel license. You have to go
before a board of supervisors
and ger o variance. It takes
about six months, The only
way we got it is there are no
neighbors for a half mile.
Rowena: When we went
before the board here, not neces-
sarily for a boarding kennel, but
just for our ewn dogs, a couple
of the neighbors said they would
rather have hogs next-door.
(laughter) These are people
who know nothing about dogs.
Merrill: They said the dogs
would get loose. We haven't
had a dog loose in years.
Rowena: Some people have
dogs and just let them run, but
we don't do that, One man
said, “You'll be having dogs in
tw be bred and there'll be all this
noise.” He was thinking of
when you bring @ cow in to
breed to a bull, T guess, T don't
know! (laughter) [ said, “We
don’t have anything like that,
The dogs come in, are bred, and
are shipped right back home,”
He said he didn’t know about
that and he didn’t want all those
dogs around, Acréss the road
they had Foxhounds and horses
and he said, “Those dogs over
there just bark all the time.”
After we moved in here, the
only time we heard the dogs
bark is.in the morning and the
evening when they fed them.
That’s the only tme the dogs
barked, and they didn't run
loose. They didn't bother any-
body. I asked him il he had
dogs and he said, *Oh, ves.
They just run loose.” That was
nkay, They are very strict on
kennel laws, at least in this area.
Merrill: We've been here
about fourteen years this sum-
ImMer.
Rowena: [ wouldn't want to
move away from here perma-
nently, but I'd like to go some-



place else in cold weather. I've
never stayed away three or four
months and I don't kaow
whether I'd like that or not.
We have someone who plows
our driveway out, but it is hard
to get in and out of this diive
way when it snows. We're
between two halls,

Merrill: In all the years we
have lived here, we hive never
had anybody on our property
who shouldn't be here. ‘That’s
one thing I like,

Rowena: Well, there's only
one way in and one way out.
Back here is the woods, which
come down, so anvbody would
have a hard time sneaking in
here. And with these little
Tibetan monsters barking ...
(faughter) Anybody who has a
dog doesn’t really have to
waorry about people, We've
had robberies all around us.

D youe mined §f T sk your ages?

Rowena: Do Yol REALLY
want to know? lfm:ghl:cl

Merrill: Seventy-four!

Rowena: I'm 72.

Strangely, i's wswally the men
wihto dan t soant fo answer that gies-
T,

Menll: I had a birthday
yesterday, so [ have to tell vou,

Rowena: He usually tells
everybody how old 1 am and
then he adds a vear o it. I'm 72
and he's already got me at 73!
{langhter) If we let this out,
then people will know how old
am. People ask Paula all the
time how old I am and she savs,
“I don't know!" 1 don't mind.
After you get this old, vou don't
mind anymore.

Merrill: She's this old lady
running argund the show ring al
72 years old! (laughter)

Rowena: As long as my legs
hold out, I'm okay, When they
give out, then it will be ume w
it in my rocking chair, but it's
going to be a fight all the way. 1
had a little problem a few w ceks
back-and my son said, “You will
have o give up the dogs.” 1
said, “That will be over my
dead body. I will not give up
my dogs!”™ One day I cornered
the photographer that Bucky
liked so well and said, *I want to
tell you something. 1 will proba-
bly drop dead in the ting, so 1
want you to he sure and get a
good picture!™ 1 see him all the
ume and he looks worse than 1
do! (laughter)

How long have you been mar-
e ?

Merrill: For 52 years -
GOING ON 53 flduq‘er:n
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Ch. Shadrack of Seelah

What have you done for a lvig?

Rowena: T've done nothing!
(laughter] I've raised kids and
dops,

That's quite a bit,

Rowena: 1 worked off and
on at little jobs before we had
kids, but we had kids right
away.

Merrill: I was in the mili-
tary for 37 years. [ was a major
general for many years and
stayed in the Army Reserves. |
also was executive vice president
and general manager of several
insurance companies, until 1
retived in 1987,

Rowena: He's done nothing
singe, (laughter)

Merrill; T also taught school
at Ohio State and Michigan
State.

Wihat dud you teach?

Merrill: Both economies
and business courses at the
undergraduate and graduate
level,

Rowena: He's a busy man.
That’s why I didn't have time 1o
de anything, I had to keep up
with him,

Merrill: We've had fun,
I've enjoved the dogs, Now, I
work out every morning to keep
my artificial hips moving,

Rowena: We had four sons.
We lost one abowt four vears
ago, It was very sudden. That
is probably the worst thing that

has ¢ver happened o us,

Marrill; Yes, He was teach-
ing-at the University of Towa
and he keeled over Just as he
started his class. He was our
numbgr three son.

Rowena: He'd been o Vier
INamm. went through all that, and
he had such a rough ume when
he got back., Then he went back
to school. He was to get his
masters degree in August, and
this'was in April. I get so I hate
April. Ewvery year there is
always some- disaster in April.
They called us and he had just
dropped over. He had had a
physical just a week or ten days
before. You never know from
one day to the next what's going
to happen, but vou keep going.
So we keep going,

Mernll: We don't sit in
rocking chairs.
Rowena: No! When my

son said I might have to give up
my dogs, I said, “I'm not going
to sit in that rocking chair.” |
don’t care what's wrong with
me, I'm not going to sit i that
rocking chair, untl [ can't move
anymore, They thought [ had a
mint-stroke. It didn’t last more
than tén minutes and the test
came back negative, so every-
thing was okay. It was kind of
weird, but I'm fine!

Wihat are your son’s names; what
do they da, and hote wany grandchil-
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dren do you have?

Rewena: Son number one
15 I’i!l‘ic‘ he's a manager at a
rehabilitation center. ‘mn
mc:, David, is executive vice
E:'csidrnt for an msurance bro-

erage firm. Son threc is
Michael and he's deceased, and
number four is: Daniel, who's a
sales associate. We have six
grandchildrén., three step-grand-
children and one gréat-grand-
5011,

{5 there anything we haven 't
talked about that you want o fouch
i ? ’

Rowena: We could just sit
here all night and talk, if you'd
like, (laugheer)

&t beats silting tn a motel room!

Merrill: It's geuting tougher
and tougher to take dogs to
motels.

Rowena: That's a shame.

Merrill: We've been going
down to Florida for the eireuit
for six years now, and when we
went down in January, one
motel was charging a pet fee, per
night per dog. Five bucks a
dog? If you have three or four
dogs with vou, that’s 515 to $20
a mght.

Rowena: Some show people
have ruined it for us. No, 1
shouldn't say Just show people,
hcf"lusf qﬂ‘ﬂlf’[-l.l“(fs it 15 |l[5[ e
ple with pets whe don't ‘clean up
after their dogs. They don't
really know how w travel with
them.

Merrill;: We do take care of
our dogs,
Rowena: Some people do

terrible things, such as leting
their dogs tear up things. and
the rest of us pay for i, That's
not right, but it happens.

Do vou want to see our col-
lection of Sammies?

Sure! Thanks so e for takimg
the tine for this inferiewe.




