Spring 1997

$12

o

P—




The Samoved
Talks wit
Larry and Kathy
Wiley Mackai
SERA

Bloomington, Minnesota

uarterly

Thiv mberviee was amdacted at
the fome of Larey and Kathy Wiley
Mackai i September of 1995 by Barl
Matson.

Howr did you get inta dogs aned
when? :

Kathy: It was 1970, Actual
ly. when I was a senior in high
school T bought a Saint Bernard.
When 1 got married 1 left her
with my parents. [ wanted a dog
and my husband was looking for
a Saint Bernard for me and my
sister was helping him. They
were looking n the want ads and
couldn’t find any Saim Bernards
and found Samoyeds. She went
with him and [ got a puppy for
Christmas that year. After [ had
onc [ wanted another one;

Larry: The first ume 1 saw a
Samoved was in 1968. My first
wife and I had just been married,
We were both juniors in college
and for cheap entertainment we
went to the Duluth Kennel Club
dog show, stayed all day,
watched all the judging we could.
We fell in love with the Sammy,
The S5amoyed won the Group
that day and we said that when
we had a house of our own we
would get a Samoyed, In 1971
we got our first Samoyed, a pet,
which happened to be born on
the same day that my daughter
was horn, September B, 1971,
That's where we started, Of
course, we attended a few dog
shows: there was a Samoyed club
in the area and we got 1o wlk
people and look at their dogs, and
have them look at pur pet.
That's how we started.

Where and when did you get the
firit show dog?

Kathy: [ had bought a dog,
from a local breeder who had
been in Sammies, and she ran
away. We never found her, So,
through a few connections, we
had met Larry and his wife by
then, and found out that our
hitch's sister — not a linersister, an
older sister = was available for
sale. She had been bred and they
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wanted to find a home for her,
She was Tsartar’s Somewhere
My Lara. We got some people to
ptit in a good word for us and we
were able to buy her, When the
puppies were a little bit older,
they realized she was a good pro-
ducer, so o repeat liter was part
of the agreement. That was the
litter that we got our Best'in

Show dog out of. 5o, it was pret-
ty much luck for us,

Larry: My wife and I went
on and purchased another dog -
actually we wound up with two
and they were also pet quality.
We were looking for a show dog
and we continued showing our
pets. Basically, we knew what

quality they were, We wanted 10
learn how to show dogs. We
went in the ring with no gualms
that we were going to win, bur we
wanted to learn how to do it until
our show dog came. We pur-
chased a voung puppy, a very
nice puppy. Unlortunately he
turned out to be dysplastic. Au
the same Hime we ran across a

dog out on a farm. To me, he
was a beautiful dog. We said, “If
there is any chance you ever have
to get rid of that dog, we'd like wo
purchase him." We were still
very novice, They basically told
us that the sheriff had been
around - and told them, “If you
cant't keep the dog at home, I'm
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going o have to shoot the dog,”
because he was a mmneér. He was
out on the farm and chased the
sheep and everything, so we
arranged to buy him. It hap-
pened to be at a time when he
was losing all his coat. He was
about four and a hall years old
and he was loaded with tcks.
We washed him and there were
still dead nicks on him. We
brought him in and showed some
people this beautiful dog and they
said, “Oh, sure.” but he was.
Structurally, he was a nice dog,
We started showing as soon
as he started growing his coat,
He finished his American champi-
onship in twelve shows, his Cana-
dian champilonship in three
shows. He went on to be a
Group winner in the States and a
Best in Show winner in Canada.
I felt good about him because we
could see the quality in him, but
we were still novices and people
still kid us about my Baron. He
was a very special dog and he
was my first champion. At the

same time. I started handling

dogs because 1 had learned a Liule
bit about showing. 1 started
showing for Kathy, and I showed
a bitch for Nellie,. We'd wind up
going to shows where we got
Winners Dog with Kathy's do%.
Winners Bitech with Nellie's bitch
and Breed with my special. 1had
good dogs to show. They were
good quality dogs. They weren't
all the'same type. That's basical-
v how I got sarted mto showing
dogs. I did not always have the
same type of dog, but all the dogs
I've shown are good quality, very
sound, very good moving. They
may not always have been the
prettiest dogs, but they were

sound dogs,

How many litters have you bred?
Larry: Ifs'in the low teens.
In *87, when you did the article
for Show and Tell, we were at
nine litters and we haven't bred a
lot of litters since then, so were
in the low teens, Basically, I'm
talking when Kathy started out,
and [ was around for every single
litter to help evaluate, and 1
became co-owner on the dogs,
Wihat made you decidde to brecd?
Kathy: The first licter was
because we had bought Kara, and
that was part of our agreement,




that we had 1o breed her 1o Ch.
Sulu’s Karbon Kopi OFBaersione.
It was a repeat of the licer that
she had before. So, it went from
there. We had quite a few prob
lems with her as she got a linde bit
older, as far as trving to repeat
breedings, but it just gets in your
blood, I guess,

Des any litter stand out i youw
il wes frapeng been the hest ?

Kathv: T think the frst litter
that I had,

Larry: IU's hard to say what's
biest. The first litter vou had

Hogan: who is Ch. Ken-Tee's
Honkin' Hogan of Sulu. He
didn’t edrry Kathy's kennel
name. He was the Best in Show
winner, You also had “Kojak,”
Am/Can Ch. Cue Sera’s Kara
Sea (.np\ He was a double
Group winner in Ganada as a
puppy. As he grew up, he really
didn't have the temperament asa
special. He's not one that 1
thought we could show: Your
secand liter produced “Aimee,”
Ch. Que Sera’s Karaimee, who
was number one winning bitch in
77 and “Nova," Am/Can Ch,
Que Sera’s Karanova, who was
number two winming bitch in "2,
sir that was an outstanding litter,
Then we did our outcross liner
with a bitch that we leased and
that produced our “Mindy,”
Am/Can Ch, Que Sera’s Always
On My Mind, who was our
Grand Futunity winner in “83,
plus two other champions, Lit-
ters were different, so there was
no one best liwver. Even though
these were owstanding hitters;
they still had some things that
you would like wo improve.

Kathy: Also, the one thing
that has been important is they're
not all show dogs and 1o make
sure that the pets have good tem-
peraments and good socialization.
ao. that's been really important
ton, to place the pets in the right
kind of homes.

”u_l‘u.'r kR |"?{J.‘|' many u’rﬂmﬁ'ﬂm_u
hete been in the [ifters you ve bred ?

Larry: 1 just figured that out,
It came out 1o be twenty champi-
ons, and two of those were in it
ters that we co-bred. We didn't
whelp them here, but we helped
select the stud, These were kind
ol novice people and we were
helping them along, but basically
they whelped the liter. (_‘munmg
those, we have bred twenly
champions,

J‘l.l‘"w.l.' hadd to wrviny 1 down fo
one dog or biteh, which woutd say i the
beit ahe that yout e pvemest of bred

Kathy: That's hard. because

The .Srr-'n’.lrgt'a'r."

A Can Ch, Snewfantasy s Main Man,

Nova is my special dog, but she
didn’t do as much winning as
some of the other ones. Who
would you say?

Larry: Well, the pat aTiswier
is we haven't bred it ver, but it's
reallv hard beécause we've had
severdl amimals that have been
really special to us in different
wiys. You can go back w your
foundation of Kara: She was-a
very special bitch, She needed a
major o fnish her championship,
It's something we could have
done, but we didn't enter at a par-
ticular show because we didn't
feel right '.t!mut it. Nova was a
special bitch. Even what we have
here, Dancer, 15 a special ammal
to us. He's a dog that was
retumed.  The owner had passed

huarierly

“Rerscoe ™ woith fuocdie Mrs, Evelyn Benary, Thompion Dog Club, Avgust 17, 1978,

away and we have in our contract
that we have the first opuon of
budr back and we took him back.

He was a very sick dog. For one,

his owner had died, so he was in
depression. We also found he
had heartworm at the time, so we
brought him through the treat

ment and he's our house dog at
the present time. He's special in
that way. | can look at our
Mindy and she was probably one
of the most intelligent dogs we
ever had — our Grand Fururity
winner - she's special i .
They're kind of ke children,
There's no one best. They all
have their particular areas where
they're putstanding, but no one 13
the best we've ever had.,

Which i the fnggest wemmner?
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Kathy: Probably Aimee,

Larry:  Yes, she was the top-
winning bitch, but she only had a
handful of Group placements to
become top-winmng bitch, which
was bhack when the Working
Group was still the Working an
Herding, together. She was a
S]qu.ilu winner. Not having
owned, but having been the
breeder on Hogan, who was a
Best in Show winnei Actual-
ly, Kathy's first litter: He was a
top winner,  Again, we have sev
eral dogs. Mindy was a Grand
Futurity winner.. We haven't
nominated all of our litters for the
futurity, but we just happened
do it.. This was a leased bitch,
Ch. Silveracre Shamna O'Windy
Hill, that we had and we nomi-



nated the liver: Then you have
e nominate the puppies and we
nominated, 1 think, two puppies
out of the lier, Mindy fmished
as a puppy. She was special 1o
mie biecause there was'a special
connection between myself and
Mindy.

When it came time for the
specialty, we almost didn’t send
in the entry because she was out
of coat. Kathy said, “Are you
going to send the entry in2"
because she wasn't. [ said. “Sure.
I'm going to send the entry in
and, when she wins the futurity, [
et all the money.” kind of joking
along. It was a specialty that we
could not personally attend, so a
friend of ours, Pat Griffin, ook
Mindy along and showed her.
That was the first tme she really
handled Mindy and she wound
up winning the futurity. Just as [
had said it in jest ¢arlier, when
the phnnt rang that nighe 1 jok-
ingly said, “Oh, that's Pat calling
to tell us we won the futarity.”
and it WAS Par welling us we won
the furority.

Kathy: That was exciting.

Larry: But, we talked about
dogs that we've owned being
best. 1 go back to when I was
handling dogs. There’ s one dog
that stands out, and it's actually
Mindy's father, Am/{Can Ch.
Snowlantasy’s Main Man, His
call name was “Roscoe.” He was
owned by Frank and Paula
Phillips, who pushed me along
when T was a novice and they've
been wery dear friends ever since
then, They've left Minnesota.
They've lived in Wisconsin,
Michigan., Towa and Texas.
Right now they are in North Car-
olina. We still co-own one of our
bitches with them.

Ruoscoe was born and T wem
down and looked ar the lieter
when it was quite voung and he
just stood out, 1 said, “He's a fan-
tastic puppy,” They showed
Roscoe, and as [ was talking o
Frank and Paula one day, 1 sad,
“I'd like 10 show him in Canada,
just take him up and campagn

him,” Thev said, *Well, make us
an offer.. What's it gong to cost
us?"  So I made them a very rea-

sonable offer and [ started in July
with Roscoe. Again, he had abso-
hately no undercoat when 1 first
took him out, but he had proba-
bly the best guard coat ve ever
had my Ilamj‘s on. You couldn't
tell he had no undercoat. The
first weekend out we went Best in
Show, It went on from there.
We started in July, and through
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December 1 put three Bests in
Show on him and he wound up
number one Samoved in Canada
that year. Doing it from the
States, driving to Canada on
weckends, I put on 24,000 miles
in less than six months: As a
handler, he was probably the
most exciting dog I ever had to
show because, again, there was
that special connection between
me and Roscoe and he was a fan-
tastic animal. [ showed him some

in the States. He was a smaller
male and he was a hitle harder to
compete here. 1 think our most
exciting win was when Frank and
Paula were present, because they
didn’t get to see much of my
showing of lhim. This time they
were living in Texas and we'd
gone to the Houston Astrohall
shows., We gor Breed at one of
the shows, and a good Group
placement, so it was very exciting
for them. He was pmhahlv the
best show dog that 've handled,
just because It was a very special
compection,

Do you_ foef conficdent that peddgrecs
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in this dreed can be trusted as o aeee
ragy?
" Kathy: As far as the pedi:
rees, themselves, il you don't
Enuw the dogs, vou don't know
that much just by looking at their
TEmECS,

Larry: Every ling that we've
dealt with, T ¢an say the pedigrees
are true for five or six genera:
tions, because most of them are
dogs that 1 have personally
known. In the last five years we

Ch. C-Song's Stormy Weather;

haven't been as involved in
breeding, so I am not that
involved with knowing the dogs,
but in the “70s and “80s when we
were getting started and really
doing pedigree research, we saw
most of the dogs and I wried 1o see
their parents and grandparents on
any breedhings that we did. 5o
I'm very confident in those breed-
ings. Iean’t speak for other lines,
but my general impression would
be, yes. 1 would say that it's pret-
ty honest. You may find an ocea-
sional person whose lines are
questionable, but I 'can’t tell you
who they would be. It's like with

L

“Stormy."

anything, I would guess there's
somcbody out there who's fudged
an l:h.cdmi,. bust | waouldn't want

ut my finger on anyone by
saying thar is not the right dog;

Howw wwonld yon summarize foy
yorr have wierd Hrﬁ;ﬁrrf!.r.w line F'Jrr.f(ff,lr,;r
“anif auterassing, end w fuw chonld each
b aeieed ¥

Larry: We've done mainly
linebreeding. We've done one
outcross. Our lines could go

back through the old Baerstone

Ines and the old Tsartar, which is
now Donnereign, but the old
Tsartar and the old Bacrstone
had a similar background. We
started off with some linebreeding
and we did go to one complete
outcross. That was o very tightly
linebred bitch from one kennel
and a looser linebred male from a
different kennel. The similarity
was in stucture. The dogs, as far
as coat type and outline, were not
simil: ; but if vou were w
shave down their coats, strue-
turally they were very similar ani-
mals.

In using an outcross, 1 feel it's
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Ch. Que Sera s Raraimee, “Aiibee.”
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important to maincain the struc-
ture that you really want and
then work from there, This was
the litter that produced Mindy.
which was our Grand Fuiuriy
winner. 'We then ook that bitch
and tried going back mto our line,
Even with linebreeding, you can't
do it just on pedigree. You have
te know the animals and they
have to be complementary in
their structure, I they are not
complementary in their structure,
their pedigrees could be beautiful
and it's going to be the same as
doing a shot m the dark outeross.
Whether you're doing a line-
breeding or an outcross, you still
have to maintain the structure of
the animals. To me, that's really
more important than the rest. If
vour can maintain-some linebreed-
ing, you're going to emphasize
the strengths that you feel are
important in those lines, but
vou've got o make sure that the
animals vou are breeding have
, those strengths.

What ded you to do that one out-
s ?

Larry: Shanna wids a bitch
that I was showing for a [riend.
She was a tughtly linebred Silver-
acres bitch and 1 just liked her.
She was not a really pretty bitch,
but she was very sound, very
wellbstructured. Lo was not ina
situation o do a breeding and it
was a chance for us to lease her.
We wound up breeding her to
Roscoe. the male 1 campaigned in
Canada, who was gorgeous on
type. beaurniful coat. Ibl'_‘ﬁLllifEll
headpicee and very similar in
structure, We were trying to
maintain very sound structured
animils and trying o add preti-
ness o the bitch, Tt was suceess-
ful.

Kathy: They were born in
Lont's closet.

Larry: Yes: They were born
in her closet vwo days carly. We
were actually going - have the
whelping take place here, and
Lori gave me a call around mid-
night saying, “We just had a
wuppy.” She had a white carpet,
L:.‘ the way, and the first one was
born on her white carpet, which
she didn’t mind at the time. Lo
now has one of our males that we
had finished, and we asked Lo,
“Why doesn’t he come and live
with you for a while? Her dogs
had passed away, and Luke went
o live with Lon and 1s still living
with her.

Iy there anything you would ételed to
wheo fas influenced your breeding the
st

The Sumoved Quarterly

Kathy: 1 would say Elizabeth
Hooyman Lockman, Wedid a
lot of work with her. 'We really
liked the dogs that she had and
her ideas about things. so we did
several breedings with the dogs.
Temperament is really important
1o me. so we were able o go out
and see the dogs, and how they
were away from the dog show,
and to make decisions on what
breedings we wanted to do.

Larry: Going back farther
than that, when [ first stareed,
there're the old Baerstane lines
with Jean Baer. 1 got to know her
very well. She lived in [Hinois
and [ was here in Minnesota. We
wonld drive down there and we'd

just sit and visit, Jean got w be

very honesi abour her dogs with
us, pointing out their Faulis.
These are dogs that are in the
background of our line here, so
she was showing us certain
things. *Be carelul of this in
these particular animals and don't
double up on that” It was really
nice to have one of the founda-
tion breeders of the breed sit
down and be honest with us and
tell us about those problems or
things to watch out for,

We've always tmied to be hon-
est about any puppies that we've
sold as far as show potential, We
don’t feel there’s any difference
between breeding stock and show
potential. 1 they can’t be shown,
they shouldn't be bred. That's
where our boundaries are. and
we've been very honest with peo-
ple about the faults in our ani
mals. When we sell a puppy,
mayhbe we're too honest with
them. We say, “This is a very
nice puppy. It's got a very strong
front, rear or whatever. This is a
little weak as far as we're con-
cerned. It's sull going o fish;

bt this is where this dog's weak-
ness 1. 1 guess it's part of what
we've always tried to be - very
honest with people about our
dogs. None of us have perfect
dogs. When you're going out 1o
do some breeding, it's very
important that you know not
only the faults of the dog that
you're going o be breeding to,
but you have o know the faults
of vour own animals. Hopefully
the people that you're breeding
with are as honest with you as
vou are with them. [ think we've
been very fortunate, because
most people have been,

Humer meeny dogs oo you keeh nowr?

Kathy: Right now we have
four, We're acually legal in the
city.

What's the most that you've keft?

Larry: Before | moved in to
Bleomington = I used to live out
in the country — and after my
wife passed away, I was at twelve
dogs at one time: | had a Golden
Retriever. which [ was also
licensed 1o show, and 1 had Sam-
mics, 6 | was showing a lot of
dogs. Alter having the wwelve
dogs at one time, four dogs is
VETY Casy.

Kathy: We were up to about
ten here, at one time, That was
too much,

Larry: Yes, but some of
those were relatively young and
they were supposed o be going
to new homes,

Kathy: Once they get names
it's harder to let them go,

Huw did you pet your kennel
acme, Que Sera?

Kathy: After I'd gotten my
first dog for Christmas, right
away [ decided [ wanted another
one. We were able to talk with
people in the Samoyed club that
was just starting and met John
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Ch, Oue Sera s Mucho Mean WD, BOW and
AmdCan Ch. Oue Seva’s Always On My Mund WE, BOS at nine monthe of age,

Donner. He was having a liter
so we bought a female out of that
litter, Her name was Tsartar:
Que Sera Sera. so it came {rom
that.

D you name your litfers by any
sord of a scheme?

Kathy: We had one that was
a country-western theme.

Larry: Fun titdes. Whatever
happens. wy 1o fit the personality
of the dog, A lot of tmes what
happens is we wind up with a call
name that fits the dog, first
Then we find a registered name
that fits the call name. But we
haven't had any naming patterns
to our liners,

Wikat distingnishey the dags in
yotir {inie 7
) Larry: I'd say temperamient.
What would vou say?

Kathy: That's what I'm maost
proud of and what T mast want 1o
raintain.

How would you deseribe the tdeal
Seameryeed tensperanient?

Kathy: I want a dog that |
know I can trust in any situation,
that is going - be really stable,
I'm known as the sofie. 1dont
have a whole lot of miles and the
dogs don’t always have manners;
as far as they're not going to sitas
soon as vou tell them to, but I
want to know when people are
arpund thar they're going 1o
behave in the right way. T wam
w know when prople come with
kids that I dom’t have o worry
about the dogs domg anything,
that they're stable enough to han-
dle any situation,

Larry: Basically. they're
sweet, loving animals, with very
stable temperaments.

Howw would you rate hpe, femprr-
ament and tourdness i order of impor-
fanee?

Kathy: I guess I would rate it




as temperament, soundness and
Lype.

Larry: 1 would go the same
way, because lcgmd[us i at's.a
1hnw amimal or not, it has 1w be
somebody’s per, number one. [t's
going to be living with someone,

ctween soundness and type,
being a judge 1 should say type is
more. important than snundnc%ﬁ.
b if the dog cannot function, it's
not its breed, so it has 1o be
sound, Within our lines, we've
never had o worry about type
because it is there, so I guess
that's something that I've never
considered having to worry
abyont.

Kathy: 1 den't think that
we've really said, *This 1z our
perfect head and that’s what
we're going for.” We iy 1o take
the whole dog in and we have dif-
ferent dogs now as far as their
type, but they're within the stan-

dard. Thev're justa hitle bit dif-
ferent.
Larvy: Basically, they're all

sound dogs. Well, we have three
bitches right now. We have
“Honev,” whe's  twelve,
“Melody,” wha's eight, and
“Sara.” the first dog we've hought
since “Rara,” is five. All three are
diffevent in visual type, All three
are very sound animals. The
same thing happens when I'm
judging. 1 don't know if people
try to guess what I'll puc up,
because there is not a visual type
that I am looking for, Yes. I do
have preferences. [ like-a preuy
dog, but it has 1o be a very sound
animal and a sound moving ani-
mal, number one. When vou get
to the point where you have a
very sound amimal and it doesn’t
look like a Sammy, of course I'm
not going to go with . It's got 1o
be within what I consider my lim-
its of visual type. Considering
soundness is part of tvpe. that's
why 1 say visual type and sound-
ness. With the Samoyed. you
have visual type. which is what
you see in the eoat and the head-
picce. and overall soundness,
which s the muscle condition and
the way the bones are put togeth-
er and everything.

What wooded you say heas been your
long-range goal tn breeding dogs,” and

ohat lies ahead?

Kathy: I think each litter we
were breeding for ourselves, we
had the two dogs or the bitch that
we had decided we wanted 1o
breed so that we would have the
next generation for us w show,
There have only been a couple of
litters that we didn't actually
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intend ta keep. There have been
very few litters where we set out
saying, “We're going to do this
litter, but we don't pl-m 1o keep
anything. We're going to uy
find somebody around that we
can work with.” For right now,
we haven't had a lier in three
vears, It depends upon who wins
out. Larry would like to do a
breeding and I'm not sure that 1
would like to have a liver.

of the nicest animils we've had
around, and if we can get the
breeding cut of it. the people who
CO-OWN b.n’.: with us, Frank and
Paula Phillips. definitely want
another Roscoe. IN we don't end
up keeping anvthing, I'd really
like Frank and Paula to have their
next dog coming back out of it.
As I sad, Sara’s the only dog
we've bought n twenty years or

%0, I would guess we will proba-

be fantastic puppies. If that
doesn't happen, then going o a
male that we were co-breeders of
is a possibility. He is a little bit
different style than Sara, but he is
a very sound, very nice male. [
really shouldn’t mention who he
is because we don't know if it will
come about yet.

Pl you please deseribe your iuter-
pretation of the ideal dog of the breed?

Larry: 1 have preferences in

Ch. Ken-Tee's Homkin' Hogan Of Sulu, “Hogen.”

Larry: The last three years,
with Heather being in high school
and being invelved in the varsivy
dance ling, that takes up time.
For a period of time our grand:
son lived with us and that was
very time-consuming, There are
other prioritics. Dogs are not
always number one. We have
Sara, whe I want w breed next
spring. She's five now and T'd
reatly like to have this litter om of
her, 1think she's structurally one

bly have a liter next year.
Ay drdest wwho the it wvidld be?
Larry: Yes. Actually, Frank

and Paula have semen from

Rescoe frozen. 1 would hike to
try that breeding, so it would be
gong back o her grandfather, 1
don't know of a ot of success in
the Samoyeds using frozen
semen.  Ic's one of these litters
that I would really like to ry and,
hopefully, we will get a liver out
of it, because 1 think they would
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certain arcas, I do not have a
preference on size. As long as the
dog is in proper proportion,

whether he's a 23 1/2-inch male
or 21-mch male, within the stan-
dard, he is sull proper to me. If
vou had both of these tdogs identi
cal in all other ways, at that point
[ would have a really ough time
making a decssion, 1 don’t know
how 1 would choose between
theém. 1 do not believe in “the
wolf type” and “the bear type” in




heads because both are extremes
of sur standard. I do not like
those terms. | was at @ semmnar,
and another breeder was going Lo
make the comment on the two
types of heads. the bear head and
the wolf head, and afier they fin-
ished 1 mterjected, saving, “Both
of those types are the extreme.
The proper head type falls in
between.” So 1 am looking for a
head that is not the extreme of a
very beartype, heavy head or a
woll head.

I want 1o find the medium n-
between, a very pleasing head
with a precty eyve and nice ears
and, obviously, with the perfect
Sammy smile. That head has o
fit the total animal though. You
can have this beautiful head .mcl
il it doesn't fit the rest of the ani-
mal, you don't have an overall,
balanced animal. 1 look for an

overall, balanced ammal. To me,
balance is very impontant. The
head has to fit the body. The

length of leg has got to fit the
body, also. It has to move in bal-
ance. [t can have a beautifully
structured front and peor rear
and T'll go with a less suracwured
front and average rear that is
going to be moving very efficient-
ly. So picking out an Id{‘;l] dog is
VETY d:}ﬁcu]t. because I do want a
very balanced amimal.

I would prefer a coat that is
harsh to the touch, as our stan-
dard says, Again, I'd have o go
back to Ru&'v:ut. 5 coat as the most
iddeal comt I've ever had my hands
or. I have not seen many coats
like that. 1 do not necessarily like
a long glamour coat, w hich is
droopy. 1 do not necessarily like
the shorter coat, which is very
casy to maintain. They both fic
in our standard, the long droopy
coit less than the other one. I'd
like to find a nice medium-length
coat with ideal texture, and that is
very hard to find. What ¢lse-am
I looking for, Kathy?

Kathy: One thing you've
old people not w do is alter the
colar of the nose. People think
that they have to alter the color
and make it darker, where a lot of
dogs just have a lighter nose, and
s0 he's made 1 pretty clear to a
lot of people in his judging,
“Don’t color the nose, Bring it to
me the way it is.”

Larry: Right. I don’t penal-
ize 4 snow nose. Lo me, that's
natural within the breed and I'm
not going to penalize it. There
have been some dogs that, for
one reason or another, had obvi-
ously colored noses, and there
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happened to be other things
wrong with the dags sa 1 didn’t
place the dogs. People would
come up o me later and wmlk 1o
me and I would tcll them some of
the reasons why 1 liked other
dogs bewer than thews. Then 1
would strongly suggest, "Next
time don't color the nose when
vou show to me.” [ can't prove
that it was colored, so I couldn’t
excuse them from the ring or dis-
qualify them, but I knew that it
was colored, T've been a handler
long enough to know what it
looks ke, I know the mastakes
people make in doing it but
unless | ean have 1t come 6ff on
something to prove it, there's
nothing I can do.

People have since brought
dogs to me with natural noses
and 1 feel it's very important. I'm

not going to penalize them. |1
think part of the problem [ have
with the chemucals that are used
o dve noses, 15 the two chemicals
that are used, at least the formula
that [ knpw, the formula is ferric
chloride and is an vntant. It im-
tates the mucous Tn&:”!hrﬂtlf-‘X.
The second chemical 15 tannic
acid which 15 an organic stain.
Tannic acid 15 also a bllb['I-LLtt(F
Latunrngcnn. 50 }flll re U\H'Ig ]
suspected carcinogenic on a
mucous membrane where it is
going to be absorbed directly mto
the dog. just so you'll have a
black nose. 1 have a really hard
time with that basis, other than
vou shouldn't have w do it any-
wiy.

I helteve the colors are described as
while, crecom and biscurd, Do you hae
i frgference?
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Larry: No. It was intéresting
in that I was 1alking o an AKC
rep once and he pulled me aside.
He said, “Now. vour standard
says white, cream and biscuit,
That's in order of preference.
right?” 1 said, “No, there is no

reference.” A true white
Ea_:nm}:, in my opinion, is very
rare, When you get the dog wet,
that white is actually mostly
cream. There's a lot of cream to
the ¢oat. [ do not find Sammy
peaple trying to hide their biscuit
coats. You are seeing more and
mare dogs going in the ring with
& large biscuit spot on the side,
I've had people ask me;, “Is tha
proper for your breed?” Yes,
that's acceptable. There's no
senialty. I hope all judges - new
Judges and old judges — will get to
the point where they will not



penalize the biscuit in the breed,
It is matprally there and it is very
attractive w e, There 15 also.
going back to old breeders and
talking to them, a need to have
hiscuit 1 the lines to maintain a
quality coat. They felt that there
was a connection between the
goued, harsh coat and having bis
cuit. They felt that the pure
white coat wound up being a
very soft coat and no really prop-
er

Kathy: Also, with thie biscuit
they have darker pigment fon
eves and noses.

WWhet atre sonne af the mosd common
Senidls f.ﬁr.l!_}'ra:g see i e breed ."-»'f'.!'r_'f

Larry: Fromt prolilems. |
think that's.a fault that we've had
m our breed ever since 've been

there. T've seen every kind of

front problem. T think there are
times when they are losing a lirde
bit in eye shape, I don't penalize
it as much as maybe 1 should.
because you can take a dog with
a rounder eve, show him in an
outdoor show where he's souint-
ing, and vou don't know he has o
rounder eve. Those are handling
technigues.  Ogecasionally, [ am
starting to see some bite prob
lems. I never used to see any-
thing other than a nice SCISEOTS
bite in the breed. Now, as I'm
judging, I'm starting 10 see some
level bates, a litle bit of overshot;
a liule bit of undershot, and 1
penalize accordingly because
theres no disqualification with
our breed,

One thing 15 I'm secing a lot
more dogs shown, With mere
breeders out there, all having in
their minds the idea of selling
show potennal dogs, we're getting
more dogs in the ring that I think
are mediocre. The good dogs
stand out 2 hietle bt easier, T'd

say you're geuing morve dogs of

mediocre quality in the ring.
They have no glaring faults; they
are just lacking i overall quality.
They were sold as show dogs and
thev're prabably not show dogs,
or they think they are, and
they're going to keep showing
until they run out of money or
whatever.

Kathy: From what | see, 1
would sav there are bewer dogs in
the ring, as far as overall, from
what [saw when we got started,
because I think it's a lutle more
difficult warching ringside. You
might not agree with what the
judge does. but he has a lot there
o choose from.

Larry: You have more good
dogs; but there're also a lot more
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dogs being shown. There are
alsh a lot more lower quality dogs
i the ring.

Bathyv: If they don't do any-
thing, tine and ume again, they
won't be there forever, as long as
there are the good dogs there w
W,

Iy there .'Ul'l'f.-'lj.".'."_'_-; abont the sto-
ddierel Hat you wwondel ke do see changeed
ot elarified?

Larry: No. AKC asked the
Samoyed Club of America three
times to revise our standard o

Tiirtars Smmeivhere My Lava, “Kara."

the standard format, which now
is called a quality judging format
They renamed it, Thev started
aff with the Samoved standard
because they felt the Samoved
standard was a goad standard to
begin with and they felt that there
really weren't a lov of changes o
be done. After reading our stan
dard as it is written, 1 have to
agree the new format is easier for
a new person to learn the stan
dard, because you use consistent
terms and it's ina logical, orga-
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niged area. Our standard does
thar, but it reads very smoothly,
It's very nicely written and . easy
to read. The one thing that |
kind of disagree with in our stan
dard is that we will use different
terms; meaning basically the same
thing. in different areas of the
standard. When they initially
wrote i, they weren't consistent
in using the same terms, whether
it's medium and moderate or
whatever, In essence, they want-
ed them o mean the same thing,



but thev didn't use exactly the
same term in the same places. 1
think we have a very well-written
standard and I really wouldn’t
want to wamper with it,

Kathy: 1 agree, especially
after having read some other
standards, You start to appreci-
ate ita lictle bit,

Hiw many breeds oo you judge?

Larry:  Right now I'm
approved to judge six breeds and
Jumior Showmanship, I have the
four northern breeds in the
Working Group, the Samoyed,
the Siberian, the Akita and the
Malamute. Then I have Por-
tuguese Water Dogs and 1 have
Australian Shepherds. 1 was an
approved judge in the original
Australian Shepherd Club of
America and had been judging
Australian Shepherds in their
shows for a long time, so I was
able to pick thase up through the
adjunct method, Portuguese
Wiater Dogs — we have in this
arca a very large group of very
good Portuguese Water Dogs.
They arc the first licensed inde
pendent specialty club for Por-
tuguese, they are the: first ones to
hold their own specialty and they
hosted the Nanonal Specialty the
sccond year it was offered, so |
had a good opportunity to learn
on some very good dogs and sce
some very good specimens and
it"s really a fantastic breed. |
chose o pick up that breed
because of the availability of good
dogs and the specialty club. 1
worked with them, [ did a couple
of their A matches and I've done
one of their Sweepstakes, so it
worked out very nicely for me.

Heno long have you been fudging?

Larry: My first judging
assignment was. in February of
1990, so five years. T don'’t gera
lot of judging assignments each
year — four to five. It s hard,
being a new judge, a limited
breed judge, o get a lot of assign-
ments. For one thing, vou're not
well known in other parts of the
country. You really don't want
1o judge wo much in vour own
backyard. So, I get abour four or
five assignments a vear and kind
of plod along and will keep
expanding.

Right now, my plan is, since
AKC has changed the rules and 1
dem't have o suck i the Work-
ing Group, | want to pick up the
rest of the northern breeds, plus
work on the Working Groups,
Obviously, I like the northern
breeds. 1 was asked to do the
Natonal Norwegtan Bubund Spe-
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cialty. They happened o have
their specialty here a couple of
years ago. IU's a very interesting
breed — a rare breed — and we
had about sixteen or seventeen
ammals entered. I think that rep-

resented almost 40 percent of the
entire registry in the country. [
was very pleased with them. It
was a very sound breed. The
amimals I saw were very consis-
tent in tvpe. They asked me for
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some suggestions, | suggested
that they read some of the other
northern breed standards, start
working on what they feel is very
important. in overall soundness in
their breed, start writing it down




and use the AKC formar. Seeing
that the dogs that I was judging
were very consistent, | suggested
they start taking measurements of
their dogs — length of leg, propor-
tion of ]E’L| o l;f:r.l.\. all the mea-
surements — so that they would
have a basis regarding their foun-
dation animals and know what
the proportions were when they
started 1n this country, Thai
way, in the future, they could
refer back 1o what the dogs origi
nally were here. They sent e a
note saying they were .gi sing o do
that.

Do you think teat most fudging 0
Jair?

Larry: I can only answer for
mysell. When I go in the ring
and judge, I do not care who is
showing the dog. [ may know
some of these dogs and 1 may
have done something with them
before, but they have o be able
o perform for me on that day.
Dog shows are just that. It's a
dog show. The best dog may not
always win. The hest dog may
not be showing that day. [t may
naot have the expression, it may
be down, it may not feel well, 1t
may not move the best, and [ can
only judge what I see on that day,
In my mand, [ may think another
dog 15 bewer, but this one is out
performing it.

As Far as other judges, |
would say that most judging is
honest.  Occasionally you'll run
inta situations ..., Unfortunately,
I've had a personal experience
when I was handling, T had one
old-time, all-around judge who
approached me and rold me if |
ever needed a favor 1o come and
talk to him: that shocked me.
When I'm on judging panels, 1
don’t hear judges talking about
“I'm going to put so-and-so up
today” or anything like that. So,
I would like to believe that the
judging is more honest than the
one mcident that [ had experience
with,

I think there are a lot of
exhibitors out there who may feel
that somc judges have a bias for
certain’ handlers, but if you look
at the handlers. they are excellent
handlers. Handlers can make or
break a dog. If you have an out
standing animal and you do a
poor job of handling it. it is very
difficult for a judge w go with
vou, IFvou have a doz that is not
very good and you can get every
thing out of him or her, you have
a better chance of winning.
There isa coach that made a
comment about sports, that if he
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had a choice of two teams, one
with all talent and very litcle
desire and one with minimal tal-
ent and all the desire in the
world, he'd wake the team with
the desire because they want to
win and they will win. It's the
same with a show animal, You
can walk into the ring with an
animal that is not spectacular; but
he walks inte the ring and it's a

there are times when he's on the
way back from a show and think-
ing about this class or whatever.
He thouglit, *1 really should have
sut up this other dog” or “T wish

had it o do over again and to
feel this and know that 1 was
right on it” "That really made me
feel bewer, not only thae they are
human, but they don’t always
think thar they put up the right

tie, and it's to-remind himself not
to take himsell too seriously,
“T'm the judge, bur I'm not God.
| may make a mistake. I'm only
trying to judge what I see that
dav. You can't take vourself wo
seriously.” 1 guess this would
translate into the exhibitors. It's
only a dog show. 1t's not life and
death,
There too

aren’t many
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wransformation for that animal, he
will move better than he is struc-
tured to move, he will show bet-
ter than he is and there are tumes
when that dog is' going to win,
Kathy: Tr was 1990 when we
went to the judges” education put
on by AKC, A good many of 1.|!].:,
allaround judges were there giv-
ing seminars, One of the :hmgﬁs 1
1-:'111L'111bcr s Bob Forsyth talking
about do-overs. He said tha

dog. At the ume, ol course. they
do. but after they think about n
they might L]'I'III"'C their minds
and put up smmhmiv else if they
had the chanee.

Larry: There is a particula
judge out there whose comment
one time meant a-lot to me. It
was Bob Page, a Siberian breeder
and a very respected judge. He
made the comment that he
always wears a Mickey Mouse
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exhibitors wha, outside the ring,
can honestly say, “Yes, there are
other good dogs, but mine is the
best.” You have to have that idea
before vou walk into the ring, but
vou have to be honest with your-
sell. There are good examples of
the breed other than your breed-
ing. If you can't ger past that,
you are going 1o be a frustraved
exhibitor every time vou lose,
You have to be able wo see the
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quality in the other animals, Yes,
oecasionally there will be times
when you will say abowt a dog,
“How did that go up? You just
have to say, “It's just one of those
days.” Unuil exhibitors aceept the
fact that they're not the pnly ones
with the g{md dogs, they're not
going to have fun. because they
have to win,

If you go out to the West
Coast in particular, there are a lot
of handlers and that's their liveli-
hood. They have 1o win, because
if they don't win, they have a
hard ume maintaining clients, etc:
If'i's a business for you. you're
going to do everything you can o
win., | guess | can understand
their attitude. T don't like i, bue 1
can understand ther attitade a lit-
tle better. I've known a couple of
handlers: in fact. Bob and
Delores Burkholder, who were
handlers in this area, really got
me going as far as handling. |
would help them our and they
would help me out. A lot of phi-
losophy from Bob and Delores
would be, “You have 1o believe in
the ammals that you are showing,
If you zer beat, you have to
accept the fact that there are other
good dogs, Yes, you're going o
be upset if a dog that you don't
feel is of quality beats you, but it's
only a dog show.” To me, that is
probably the philosophy I'd like
to get across to other people.
You've got a lot more to worry
about than a dog show. it can't
be fun for vou, dan't do it

Back when I was handhing
Roscoe in 1979, 1 got to my last
set of shows m Canada and 1t was
an¢ of those situations where 1
had to win to be number one,
We happened to get Breed all
three: days-and we were number
one, but | came back that week-
end and decided chae T really
didn’t want o be a handler if |1
had to win: 1 enjoy dog shows
for the enjoyment. the pleasure;
and when I got to the point
where [ had to win, it was no lun
any move, That’s-when I decided
[ wasn't going to go into handling
as-a sccond liv ehhm:d E}cmdts
teaching, I'don't like putting thae
kind of pressure on myself. T'm a
competitive persor. [ hke o go
m with a good animal, and when
SOMICOne IJL.lt.s me, that's great, as
h'mg as it's another good .l.!‘L:II]':dE
There are a lot of them out there.

I try to do the same thing in
judging. There are a lot of good
animals out there, 1 don't have
certain people who I'm going w
be putting up: There are cortain
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dogs that [ like, but they're going
to have w perform for me on that
day. Aslong as I can keep a posi-
tive ‘aitude and can enjoy jude:
ing, I'll keep judging. Once I get
o the point where judging i no
fun for me, I will stop. I enjoy
deing i,

e wnaiel de yon think adverts-
g infleences judges) 7

Kathy: I"mb'tb]'.' not as
much as people think. With just
his six breeds and all the maga-
zines that we get, he'll look at
them and he knows who the dogs
are, but I don't think it's as
important as some people think it
is, really,

Larry: Once vou gel w the
Group level = and I'm not that
level of judge — mavbe ar that
level of competition it may be
more mmporiant than on the
Breed level, I pet all the maga-
tines for the breeds I'm judging,
I have fun looking through them
because i's fun to look back and
say, “Oh, that dog I put up is
winning.” 1 don't say, “I've got
an ‘assignment in llmois; Let's

Ch. Qg:' Seva v Sweet Perinasion,

see, who's showing in Hlinois?”
That's not going to influence me,
Besides. 1 think a lot of the pic.
tures they use in advertsing are
terrible:  Just because it's a4 win
and theyre trying to show this
win, the overall image of the ani-
mal is not the best they could
show,

I like going through the mag-
azines because I get o see vart
cties of type within the breed,
even the breeds that T have. [ like
to look at breeds thac [ am apply-
ing for. But I like wo look at dif
ferences in type in these dogs,
because I can't always get out and
travel and see them, That’s what
[ like the magazines for. As far as
influencing judges, probably on
the Group level, ves. there's some
mfluence. There are judges out
there who are to the point where
thev've got to know who's been
winmng and they have o go with
winners, biecause they're not con-
fident enough in their own judg-
ing to make decisions for them:
selves. T hope I never get to that
point,
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When you were handling, dud you
have a fnJﬂmr( of showing wnder
e rwcff'i‘-,mrfgﬂ or wll breed gudges?

Larry: No. Aslong as T had
what I thought was a good,
sound, quality animal, 1 would
show to anybody. There were
really no judges that T wonld not
show to. 1 felt the dogs that [ was
showing: even if 1 knew that it
was nat their style of dog, were
quality enough that they would
recognize the quality. [ wis very
lortunate and was showing good
dogs. 1 felt that I could ake them
to-any judge, 11T didn’t win, fine.
If I won, fine. | was only disap-
pointed a couple of imes m what
judges really did. T also learned
very quickly not o ask the judge,
“Why didn’t you put-my dog
up?” The only time 1 ever asked
the juffy: that, when I had Baron,
my first l.hd.lll]]lﬂll the farm dog,
wie were showi mg at a local qhqw
and evervone thought from what
Was b,l:tn;., shown he had a good
chance to go Breed from the
classes, 1 think we went fourth of
five and I was kind of dumb-



founded at the dogs he put up. |
was still new, so 1 asked the
judge, “What 15 it about the dog
that you didn'v like?™ There
were things that he could pick on
very easily, because there is no
pcj?ccl dog and, agam, | was try-
ing to léarn, He said, “Well, 1
personally like a round eve in-a
Sammy” which is contrary to our
standard. 1 went back and
looked at the dogs that he put up.
They all had these big, round,
bulging eves. The only dogs that
finished their championships
were Baron, who placed fourth,
and the dog who didn’t place.
The dogs that went one, two,
three never finished. From then
on I've never gone up and asked
a judge that [ didn’t know, “What
dicdn’t you like about my dog?”
because I fele that if you don't
know the standard or vou make a
statement so contrary. I don't
want to hear it. It's embarrassing
vou-and you don't ¢éven know it.

I will approach judges that |
know personally and try to take
them off to the side and kind of
talk to them about dogs. That's
harder to do these days because
shows are bigger and judges
aren't supposed to be off talking
to the exhibitors as much, but
there were certain judges when 1
started that I could talk to and we
just talked dogs, in general.

"hen 1 had Baron out and I was
showing Kathv's Kojak, I'd occa-
sionally have a judge say, "I hke
your old boy, here. but [ like that
voung dog better. He's more my
style of dog.” and he'd go on w
tell me what he liked about the
dog, I could accept that very
nicely, but vou don't see that hap-
pening these days. We, as
qudges, are not supposed o be in
the grooming area, we're not sup-
posed 1o converse with people,
and I have a hard ume talking to
exhibitors about their dogs betore
or after showing; because they
may think, “He likes my {Efsa:_.
I'm going 1o show to him again.’

Kathy, have you done handfing *

Kathy: Yes.of my own dogs.

D vy have any adiitee for feojle
who would ftke to handle their own
dozi?

" Kathy: To nte, it's really
important 1o let the dogs have a
zood time and not make them
work. Let them enjov it. When
we'd be taking young dogs w
shows and the old ones would
know, they wanted to go. You
could tell they knew what was
going on and they wanted to go,
It's 1mportant to have o good
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time, let your dog have a good
time and get to know people.
Everybody wants te win, but
whether you win or lose, enjoy it
and don't make it so important.
There's always another dog
show,

Larry: | agree with Kathy,
it's got to be fun. You have to
make it fun for your dogs. If it's
not fun for them, they will fisure
out a way ta make it not fun for
vou. Handling 15 like dancing,
You have o get into a rhythm.
You have o get into a flow with
your animal. You have to be
aware of what vour dog is doing.
You can feel it through the lead.
I do not have the ideal physique
for moving a dog, but when I'm
maoving a dog [ can get into the
proper speed for the dog and the
dog will move comfortably. It's
Niguring that out, and then vou
move as one and it's very
smooth. At the same tme; vou
have to be aware of what is going
on. You can't just stare at the

Ci. Blue Shy's Hot Cakes, “Ginni.”

Judge and vou can't just stare at
vour dog, You have to be aware
of what's going on around vot.

A lot of handling is timing:
when to relax your dog and when
to, all of a sudden, make your
dog look just right o catch the
Judge’s eve, Remember, this is
dog showing. You want your
dog looking the best when the
judge is going to be looking at it
When the judege isn't looking at
it, it doesn't have to look its best,
but try to have vour dog relax.
with vou kind of blocking the
view of the judge. so if the judge
happens to look that way, he's
net going to see your dog not
looking its best. Part of this tim
ing comes from: watching other
handlers and watching judging
techniques, There are a lot of
exhilntors today who do not take
the time 1o go ringside and just sit
and watch. Warch different han-
dlers: Watch the techniques they
use. Nt every technigque 15 ideal
for you, but watch the differen
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techniques they are using and see
if there is something that thev're
doing that you can do. Watch
their onung, Watch how they are
keeping an eve on the judge,
They have learned the tming of
the judge and know about when
the judge is going to torn and
look that way and their dog is set
up and looking good, It is the
timing involved with that.

Go and watch the Groups,
because there you have the best
dogs and the hest handlers; and
watch how they present their
dogs and how they have their
timing down, As shows have got-
ten bigger, people go and show
the dogs and go home. They
daon’t watch the dog show any-
more. They don't watch the way
people handle and they don'y
watch the judging going on,
There's much vou can learn from
watching more than veur own
breed.

I used to go and watch differ-
ent handlers. Back when T was
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learning, 1 wok a wip out to the
New England circuit. 1 took a
Golden with me and a Sammy,
and 1 watched a lot of the East
Coast handlers, 1 particularly
watched Bob and Jane Forsvth
and “the machine.” It was fantas-
tic 1o watch them operate; They
had a big bus sct up and they had
a van. They had people groom-
g for them. They were nrl.g.ﬁh’i('
and the dogs were presented to
them-at the ring. No matter what
breed it was. they always looked
so smooth with that ammal, To
watch Bob Forsych, who is a tall
persan, in the rmg with a Whip-
pet or another small animal, he
looked just as smooth as when he
was handling a large dog. The
iced tea was brought to them
ringside, They didn’t leave the
ringside. Al of a sudden T would
notice their bus would leave,
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What was left was the van with
their Group dogs. The bus
would be going to the next show
site to.get the spot and their assis-
tants would have everything set
up by the time they got there. It
was Just Lm.l:mum, ter watch the
Forsyths and lilt.". were good
handlers,

There are other good han-
dlers out there. Watch their tech-
nigques. Watch what they are
dotng as far as uming, because
that's really what itis, They have
a special rapport with their ani-
mals, ne matter who it is that
they're showing.

As far as specialing goes, what
does i mean o make the T ”e’l’ Tﬂ.l ar
Tawenty?

Kathy: I think it means a lot,
It shows you that your dog is the
quality you're breeding for. You
may think it's really good, and if
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“funean,”

it can do that kind of winning
and place like that, then it is.as
good as other dogs that are out
there. There are some people
who will only show to certain
judges. but on the whole. you can
feel that you've had-a gnn-d num-
her of Jutls;cs who have all liked
the dog. 50 it has to be more than
ane person’s type that they've lol-
lowing around. It's exeiting to
win and 0 do that,

Larry: My answer would be
it depends on who vou are.
Some people have to be number
one or number two or it doesn’t
mean anvthing. That's becanse
of their egos. They're not trying
to prove anything about their
dogs, they're trying to prove their
¢gos. Other people who are
showing, who are the breeders
and brecder-handlers, are wrying
to prove to the rest of the breed-
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ers oat there that “1 have quality
animals. What [ am breeding
and showing are good.” Then
you have some people who enjoy
showing, it's their own dog and
they're not big breeders. They're
having fun in what they're doing
and they have a good dog to have
fun with. It's not really a reflec:
tior of their ¢go, it's nova reflec:
tion of their kennel, they're trying
to show what their dog is-and
they're just having f[un. 5o, it
really depends on how you are
falling in those categories.

Where diel you fall?

Larry: There's always a linle
bit of egn. Any person who is
competitive has a litle bit of an
¢ that they wane o satsfy, For
me, [ wanted ta show people that
[ could show good dogs and 1
wanted people 1o see the dogs.
When I first started showing for



Kathy, she had some good dogs
and we started showing Kojak, at
first, and we came back and told
you ... what, do vou remember?

Kathy: He told me, “Do you
want this dog to be a special?
Then you have o get him out
there.” '

Larry: People aren’t going 1o
see the dog unless you get lim
out and get him shown, Or do
you just want him to be a pet
around the house? This was
Kathy's first liver. She had some-
thing to prove. Kok was a fan-
tastic dog. He was fun and he
would reflect their kennel.
Michael had an ego, which made
it casy to push his buttons.
Michael was a lot of fun. He and
I were good friends. He is
Kathy's ex. We told Kathy,
“This 15 a good dog. He can
either sit i vour backvard and
just be & pet or you can have him
out showing and reflecting what
your kennel 15,” 50 1t worked out
that it was r:;a‘it-:a.'tinl{;l Kathy's ken-
nel, 1 was learnimg how to handle
and he was a good dog for me o
learn with; so0 in essence it was
helping my ego, but it was some-
thing I enjoyed doing,

Fiikt people to see good dogs.
so | kind of hit into all three cate-
gories, depending on who 1 was
showing at the time. When I was
showing Roscoe, it started off that
I wanted to show him because 1
thought he was a fantasue animal
and [ just wanted people to see
him. It was always a very big ego
booster. We were beaten in the
Breed once in the year and we
usually got a Group placement.
but it was an ego booster for us o
win. [t was more important for
me o0 have people who didn™t
know me come up to me and
comment, “What a beautiful ani-
mal, He can really move.,” To
me, that was more of an ego
boost than-anything, because peo-
ple could appreciate him as an
animal and I felt he was one of
the top animals that I've ever had
my hands on.

How popular 1 the Sanmy anth
the general public?

Kathy: I know they went
down in the last AKC statistics
that came out. They were in
about the 30s, I think.

Larry: Mid-30s 1 think.

I that a good place te be?

Kathy: Oh, ves,

Larry: A Sammy isn't for
everybody. Temperament and
personality, yes. they could live
with anybody. Everybady can't
handle the coat. Everybody can't
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handle the shedding, the long
hair, If you have a long coat,
you're gomng to have hair. There
15 grooming involved, Every-
body can't handle that. Thev're
encrgetic dogs. They should
have an area where they can run
and play, vet they're content to
be with you. If you want a ken:
nel dog, a Sammy's not for you.
They don't do well as a kennel
dog. They want to be with the
peaple and that goes back to their
heritage. T really don't want them
to get to be a really popular dog,
because then you will get the
problems with people getting the
breed that really shouldn't have
them. They develop more and
more problems. Where we are
now, they're fairly stable and
dropped a lide bit. I'm comfort-
able with that.

Hamp do you frain fuphies and at
whet age?

Kathy: We start working
with them when they're born as
far as socialization. That's really
a big thing with us. We start lead
training at about s1x or seven
weeks. If it's winter it's not so
casy. In the summer we'll ke
them out and play and go where
they want to go with the lead.
We try to get them to traming
classes at a fairly voung age.
Even if it is-a slow maturing
puppy and is-net going to be
ready to show right at six
memths, you want it to have that
training and socalization going to
matches.

A lot of our training 15 when
the puppies are with the older
dogs. They follow them as far as
basic “what do we do now?
What's the routine? Where am [
supposed to go potty if not in the
kennel?” The older dogs do a lot
of training. One of Kara's jobs as
she got older was teaching the
dogs to dig. With cver}fdnu Py,
she'd stand right behind them
and get all the dirt thrown at her
and come in with a black face,
but she'd be right behind them
barking and teling them, “Come
on, you're doing a good job.”

I dor't do anything that's
really harsh. [ know that a lot of
other people, in order o have
dogs that will fit into their situa-
ton, will teach a few of the basic
obedience commands, and that's
good to do at a really young age.
We encourage people to do that,
if that's what they wan,

How far i obedience have you
gone with your dogs?

Kathy: I've-only made it
through beginning obedience

with a couple of my dogs,

Larry: My first two dogs 1
put CDs on.  That's about it |
got mnto conformation and more
emphasis on that type of training,
Gomg back 1o what Kathy said as
far as training we do with the
dogs, there's traming that we do
that is not necessarily lead train-
ing, but just altill..lt}?.' training.
when we're giving them treats,
making them stand and show for
them. Little things like that, that
we don’t think about that we do
automatically, are training the
dogs. We give wreats and the
older dogs are standing there in a
show-type pose and the puppics
will go, *Oh. ckay,” and they'll
do the same thing. 5o there are
litle things that we do all along
that we don't think of as training,
but they are training. We start
off, as Kathy said, with really
young, newborn pups as far as
socialization, holding them,
putting them on their backs,
teaching them that they have to
be submissive to humans. That
kind of training we do right from
the beginning and all through,
and [ think it's been very benefi-
cial to the overall temperament of
our animals.

Huw intelligent s the Samoyed
compuared with other breeds?

Larry: It's difficult to com-
pare to other breeds. Basically
we're limited on the breeds we've
had expérience with. We've had
a Tibetan Terrier, I've owned
Goldens and they can be robot
dogs. I've handled Siberians.
We co-owned an Alaskan Mala-
mute, and compared to him chey
are extremely mtelligent.  (laugh-
ter) Are you talking trainability
or arc you talking mntelligence.
because 1 think a Sammy is
extremely intelligent. The reason
some of them don’t do well in
obedience is it's kind of routne,
[t’s. “All right, I've done that.
Now [ want tosee tf l cando it a
little bit differently and make it a
little more fun.” So there’s a lot
of intelligence. a lot of thought
PmCESS gum O

I think Mindy is the most
intelligent amimal we've had. 1
think with Sammics people sce
this white, fuffy dog and a lot of
people are afraid of them. They
really wouldn't hurt anybody. bu
they can sense danger. One situ-
ation [ was in, [ was out showing
Mindy at the time. T had her ou
on a Mexiead and [ had a young
}[)u py with me, and an inebriated
cllow came up to talk 1o me.. He
wanted to see the dog and Mindy
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sensed that there was something
different about this guy. She
positioned hersell between me
and him, and every time he
moved, she moved. She kept her
eye on him at all gmes, ﬁ was
nice to know that she had the
intelligence to know that this gy
could have been a threatening
factor to me or to the puppy, and
she was willing to put hersell in
between us and was guarding me,
whether I really needed to be
arded or not at that time. After
talked 1o him a little longer, I'm
glad she did it; because he was
not really balanced. let’s put it
that way. She could sense that
I've talked to ather people with
the breed with similar situations,
where their dog could sense dan-
Zer in a person and positioned
themselves where it basically
made the person a linle safer,
because where the dog was the
people weren't going to-do any-
thing, It was to the point where
the guy even asked me, “Is she
okay? Will she bite?” I said, “If
necessary she probably would,”
He kind of backed off and left at
that point.. So. yes, they have an
intelligence o them. )

Trainability for the obedience
ring, some will do [lantastic
because they love to do it. With
maost of them, it becomes a chal-
lenge, because they are so intelh-
gent that they have a hard tme
understanding why you keep
doing the same thing over and
over and over. At least; that's the
way [ interpret it

i it appropriate to take a dog any-
swhiere off-leath?

Larry: I den't do it. Our
dogs are on lead at all tmes
cxcept in our backyvard and we
have a fenced yard. I know peo:
ple who go in the mountains
backpacking with their dogs who
will take them off lead at tha
time and they always come to
them. 1 would be nervous abour
it. I've mever doneit. 1 can’t say
whether it's appropriate or not.
My feeling is 1 want to bein con-
ol of the dog. I know the tem-
perament of my dog, but I don't
know about the temperaments of
ather dogs out there,

Kathy: The other thing is,
even the most well-trained dog
occasionally s going to see some-
thing or:take off, and maybe
because we've lived primarily m
the city where there is Jots of traf-
fic. our dogs aren't really strect
smart. becavuse they don't run
loose. In the country veu don't
have to worry as much about it




so maybe it's a livle easier if it's
auniclhing thiat they've become
used 0. They see a squirrel or
see- something and they're off,
and no matter what, they're not
going to trn around, T just don’t
do it, because ['dont want 1o let a
siation happen.

Larry: We do know people
who are capable of having their
dogs off-lead. Their dogs will
come when called, [ just get ner-
vous of the situation.

Camn shy e qggressive dogy be cor-
reeted by fratming?

Kathy: [ would say that shy
dogs can be, if it's just something
from pot having the soaalization
and not from having had a bad
experience. ' With enough train.
g as far as geting them out in
different situations and secing
more people and becoming more
comfortable, thev can make
progress. [ have no problem
thinking that can happen. With
aggressive dogs, [ pguess it
depends on why they are aggres-
sive. Again, if they've had a bad
experience. it's really difficolt. Tt
can be done i some cases.

Larry: If the dog 1s not neces:
sarily shy but is not sure of iself,
and is an owtgoing animal, that
can be developed by vou putting
more work into it and bringing
mto-situations where it 1s going to
be positive for it and build up i
confidence. A shy dog 15 a much
more difficult situation and may
or may not be successful, depend-
ing on why it is shy and what cre-
ated that in the first place. As far
as an aggressive dog, is the dog
aggressive toward other dogs or
is it people-aggressive? Qur gen-
eral statement is that we would
never have a people-aggressive
amimal in thas house, As far as
aggression toward other dogs, |
think any time you put males
wgether yvou always have o be
on guard, just because that's the
situation with males. Thev're not
necessarily aggressive, but they
can be dog-aggressive at certain
times of the year.

We have had absolutely no
problems with: all of our bitches
running together.. They develop
their own pack and their own
order and they respect it. We
develop the queen of the kennel.
We had Nova, when she was still
queen and around, she was at the
age where Mindy was going to
start challenging her Tor queen.
We mtervened and wouldn’t let it
happer. In essence. Kathy and ]
were the alphas of our kennel and
we would not let Mindy ake
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over the quegnship from Nowva
until it was time for Nova to
leave. We corrected the one situ-
ation and Mindy respected that
Nova was still going 1o be queen.
Then, alter we lost Nova, Mindy
just stepped into being queen.
She wasn't the oldest at the tme,
but she was accepted. That was
the situation.

With your love of the narihern
breeds, have you been moolved with
sledding or wendit pulling or anvihin
like fhot? i e

Kathy: Just with sledding,
very amatenr. Probably; because
the dogs weren't trained very
well, we found we had o run
along with them to get them 1o do
anything. So we would do it
once in a while with the Sammy
club and take the dogs our. That
was nice, because maybe vou'd
have a dog or two on there that
had a litle more experience and
would help vour dogs 1o do it
Weiahe pu]ll'mg I'venever done.

Larry: [ think our big prob-

Ch, Snote Fantasy's Que Sera Sera, “Sara.”

lem s that we've never really had
the time to be diverse in other
areas, Being very active in con-
formation showing, being a full-
time schoolteacher and having
kids, we didn’t really have the
tme 1o concentrate on the other
aspects of the animals. I very
much appreciate those who do.
We have an active club in the
area. We have some members
who are very active in sledding,
They're trving to put a competi-
tive team together 10 do some rac-
ing, We have some who are very
active in skijoring. We have peo-
ple who are domg backpacking
with their dogs. 1 think it's fan-
tastic and I really think it’s great,
In fact, we have a very active
group with agility.  QOur local spe-
cialty is tryving 1o have an AKC
licensed agility trial with it next
vear. So we have a lot of people
in the arca who are very denve
with their animals. I enjoy gomig
and watching: them do it, but |
don’t have the time to put into it.
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I swish I did.
To what extent are your brevdings
sratural or condrolled? Heowe mued oo

you frltyseally helfy mating along?

Kathy: We've always started
out trying o let it happen natural-
ly, as much as possible. We've
always wanted o be there when
the breeding was taking place.
We have had to do two artificial
inseminations. [ believe that if
vour dogs can't mate naturally,
there s a reason, and you don't
WiInt o perpeiuate that because
iw's going o just keep going and
going. ['believe the tendency for
that would go on through the
generauons,

Larry: We've never really
owred a stud dog so we haven'y
been in chae aspect of it, The cou-
ple of breedings with Roscoe, he
15 a cog that I would assist in that
he would stand on my leg. |
wauld sit down and he would
stand on my leg to do the breed-
ing; sofrom that aspect, I was
assisting him. We've had the two



artificial inseminations, but they
were bitches that had bred natu-
:'zdl}* before and males that had
bred natrally before: it was just
the conditions at the time. [
would like to see more of -a natu-
ral breeding.

What do yet think & a fatr st
Jeed

Kadw It depends upon the
dﬂ I would say ﬁmhah v 5300

30 would be the range mest
.duga should be in.

Larry: You have some dogs
out there that claim their stud fee
as 31,000, Well, il you have a
quality bitch and vou want 0 use
that stud with your bitch, most
stud owners will come down
from that $1,000. A lot of the
breedings we've done have been
with people we've known very
well, where we've: been in situa-
tions of “let's make a deal.”
becanse they winted a puppy or
really wanted to see a breeding
with our parucular bitch or what-
ever. People who have stud dogs
have to look at the total picture,
If someone is shipping a bitch
across country to vou, a bitch
vou really want, and vou think it
will be a complementary breed-
ing. and the owners of that bitch
are going to invest several hun-
dred dollars mdiusr. shipping that
bitch to you and geuing that bitch
back, vou may decide 1o come
down with your-stud fee 1o make
it economically feasible for them
to do the breeding,

Kathy: 1 feel that for those
Ecu&)ic that want $1.000 it might

1at they don’t want to do any
breedings. It might be that they
Just want to get the quality biech-
es. I can imagine all of the things
I've heard when you have an
active stud dog, all of the things

that go on. In that way, they fig-
ure i mncbud} is willing to pay
that, then it's something that they

might want to do.

How many litters should @ baich
faave?

Kathy: There are so many
variations. [ don't belicve they
should have a liuwer before they
are two years old and have been
x-raved. We've done a couple
back-to-back breedings. but we
woutld have one- ane two-puppy
litters where we and our ver felt
that the dog was i good enough
condition where she could have
another one il that was-going 10
be right for us. 1 don't think that
any of our dogs have had more
than four livers,

Larry: Kara had the most,
didn’t she?
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Kathy: Yes.

Larry: We wound up having
two and three puppies in a liver,
Cur philosophy was that we
wouldn’t breed before two years
of age, xrays and eyes checked,
and we wouldn't breed a bitwch
that wasn't a champion. That
was our standard. At that ume,
we wouldn't breed to a male who
wasn't a champion, whe hadn't
proven himself. It all depends on
vour situation. 1 don't think a

rson should have a litter just to
iave a litter = just because the
bitch is two years old, okay she
can have a ltter. That's net our

hilosophy as far as breeding.
E.\cn when we were hmms? lit-
ters, we were doing breedings
where we wanted sométhing or
we were looking for something in
particular out of a litter, and it
had 1o be at a dme that was going
t6 be convenient for us. We'd
skip seasons where it wasn't the
proper time. 1 don't like having
puppies that are going to be ready
to go at the Christmas season
because | don't think vou have
the right clientele looking for pugp-
pies at that ime. There are other
times of year where it is going to
conflict with other events that are

oing on. We'll skip doing a
s

Kath;« This: littér that he
wants to have with Sara; il the
uming works out, we would have
pupptes in June for Heather’s
graduation, and ['m sa}fi.ug. “No,
I don’t want o have puppiés dur-
ing that ume,”

Larry: And. if timing works
o, it's Just going to miss. There
are people whao have different
ghitusnphics as far as brecding.

ome people leel that this bitch
has got w0 earn her keep and you
have to get hitters out of her.
She’s yvoung and you try w have
as many litters as possible,
That’s not our philosophy, 1
can’t say that's wrong for those
people. That's their philosophy.
Every time we have a litter, we
always keep in the back of our
mind that having a litter is a
responsibility for us. We're
responsible for thar bicch going 10
full term with a healthy pregnan-
ey, and we're responsible for

those puppies to make sure
they're in good homes. It's

important for us o do this when
we're ready to do it, not just
because the bitch 18 ready w doat.
How fate i her fife would you
breed a lifeh?
‘Kathy: I would say probably

SIX.

Larry: It depends on the
individual animal. 'We have had
a litter lager than that, but the
bitch was in fantastic condition
and was in exweme good health.
I think seven would be my base-
ling and anything alter that would
be on a case by ease siwation. |
gucss [ couldn’t put a limit on
that. ['ve heard of people breed-
ing bitches that are eight or nine
vears old and people criticize
them for that, but I think you
have to look at what condition
the bitch s in. Is she ht’:’tllh_}
enotgh to have this lier, and is
there a reason they are doing this
particular breeding, as far as their
kennel and their bloodlines are
concerned, that they [eel this is an

important breeding for them? It's:

ccision that they have o make
.|t that point. T don’t want 10 put
my judgment on them. 1 haye
certain limits, and if people go
beyond that, 1 may say, “They
shouldn't do that.” but that's their
business. They've got to make
that deasion for themselves,

D you helps your Iitches wihelp?

Kathy: Oh. ves. I want to be
there with them. Normally we'll
have puppies in our family room,
so they're upstairs with us and
the bitch is up here. We've never
had a problem with a bitch and
the kigs going to sec puppics.
I've never had o worry about
that. As far as helping them, 1
like to see them do it as much as

they can, but [ want to be here as

the puppics are born just i case,
to make sure that i's all okay.
It's in the middle of the night,
always. There have been a cou-
ple cases where they had one and
I thought that they were okay,
and I lay dewn o resta lietle b,
and there was another gupp}'
coming, but I didn't hear that she
was making noise, ['ve lost a
couple that way and 1 felt really
bad. [ should have been there
when she had the puppy. 1 don't
think we do anything extreme: 1o
help. )

Larry: The firse litter for a
bitch, the first puppy. can be wane
matic for the bitch, and after the
first one Kathy will try o help
them and make sure they know
what they are doing,  After that
maost of our bitches have no prob-
lems at all or very few problems,
They become more relaxed and
understand what's going on. 1
know some people who leave the
house when the bitch has a litter
and let her do it all herself, 1
can't do that. T want to at least be
there m case there 15 a problem
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that develops, so that we can
intervene if we have to.

Kathy: Yes. There have
been some cases where we've had
to.

Larry: A very large puppy
where you might have to help in
the dch\,cr\ or a breech puppy
where you might have to-assist.
You would hate to not be there
and something happen o your
bitch just bécause you didn’t want
to watch this;

Huave o .mp;n'wmemm' young
fugpries?

Kathy: Not ysually. I'know
of ane instance where the bitch
had a cesarean and then devel-
oped an infection. That was
Kara. Usually, when they get a
livtle bit older, I like the mother to
want them. 1 don't say, “Okavy,

ou're three weeks nld this 15 "
{Julﬂ do it gradually, staﬂ feed-
ing them a liule food. I start out
with raw hamburger and honey
mix to get the digestive system
going, but the mather needs to be
a big influenee on the puppies for
it long time and 1 like to keep her
around. So cven when they're
not nursing, we iy to have the
puppies: with the mother - and
the other daogs, too — as much as
possible.

Larry: The other dogs have
fun with the puppies in that the
puppies will chase the older dogs
and they'll run away and then oy
to play with them, It's fun to

qatch the relationships develop-
ing between the young pups and
the older dogs and how they
interact, It's really neat to see
your kennel being harmonious in
that way. It's a lot of fun in that
situation,

At wha ages do yow evaluate: the
Jripipies far et  and f.r’.'mrc' quality and
terhet are you looking for ¥

Kathy: 1 think we start evalu-
ating them from the beginning,
We try o compare them o each
other to see what differences we
see. | think we get serious abom
the sixth week, after they've been
up on their feet a lot more,
We're looking for the same thing
that we do in the'show ring; the
temperament, the soundness and
the type. I know that there are
some lines where they'll say,
“They have a close véar,
our puppies do that and that will
be gone at a certain age.” T've
seen it happen where they'll do
that, but we've never had any-
thing like that, Normally, what
we séec in a six- 1o cight-week
P“p& is what we'll have.

rry: We mark our puppies

All of

[



with fingernail polish, so we
know who we're talking about,
It's just observatons: You'll see a
certain puppy doing certain
things and you'll file it in you
head or you might jot it down,
We keep track of weights, partic-
ufarly the first two weeks, and sce
how they're growing. At the
same time we're looking at head
Vpes, [nukiug at [)ig]]]c:][ devel-
opment, looking at those ears,
evilluating bone. “Then, at about
six weeks we start the formal
evaluation where we uv w do a
puppy at a time. Then, what we
do 15 rank them with each other.
We make notes, we like this, we
like that - the positives - and
we're seeing this, right now, with-
in the dogs: Ar eight weeks we
may do another formal evalua-
ton and we sull see these positive
things that we saw earlier and see
if those things that we had quies:
tions about have changed. Again,
we rate the puppies against cach
other. It's interesting 0 see the
changes where puppics shili
along:

Depending on how long we
are going to hold onto what we
consider our show potentials,
we'll evaluate them again. It's
evaluating them on the gencral
criteria we want as far as whal we
feel we want as show or pet quali-
ty, ranking them with each other.
It starts getting w be pretty con-
sistent at a particular age if" vou
have an outstanding specimen.
The puppy is going to start stand-
ing out and his personality starts
to emerge and a few ather things,
so the evaluation is ongoing.

The hard part 15 when vou
hiave other people coming out
evaluate puppies, because they
see them just that one time and
they haven't scen the transition
from here w there, and it's inter-
esting to get their mput on what
they see at that particular time.
You've been with them, and
sometimes you are either very
awire of certain things or miss
certain things that may seem
obwviogs at the time. ’

With Mmndy's Litter, Frank
and Paula Phillips, because they
owned the stud, had the pick of
the litter. They were living in
Texas at the ume, 56 we met
halfway, and we sat down and
evaluated the puppies in that siw-
ation.. They picked their puppy
on what they saw that day, She
did finish her championship,
Structurally, she was probably the
best overall smmmal ae: that time,
She was also one of our highest
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ranked puppies. When we came
back, alter that puppy had left,
Mindy, who we weren't thinking
of keeping, all of a sudden devel-
oped.  Her personality exploded.
She was now in charge of the rest
of the puppies. The other one
had been more dominant ar the
time. When she left, all of a sud-
den Mindy's persanality came
out, so her overall personality
helped in her presentation to us
and she moved upas far as evalu-
ation gocs. Even though you are
doing these evaluadons, other
puppies are mvolved, and there
are those things vou can't elimi-
nate from an evaluation = the
mmangibles: Whoever the num-
ber one puppy was at that time is
still number one, but all of a sud-
den somebody else blossoms, and
that was the case with Mindy and
we wound up keeping Mindy.
They were very similar, but a lot

ALY ;j LAY D S
Ch. Q.:r Sera’s Uncharmed Jfrf'u.r{p, ".'|.f¢1'rrr.|_’;', "

of it was that litle extra pizzazz
that she had.

Al zohat age hodid Precfyfires fie
lJ':."mf'n" n thetr newe fogne ?

Kathy: The earliest, if it was
somebady . that had other dogs,
between seven and eight weeks,
Normally we like to keep them
eight weeks. and show potentials
we like to keep a little longer if
there is something we are not
sure abou,

What shauld a Jﬂuh.'.'fff'n'# s
fruefogey sell for?

Larry: More than we get.
(laughter)

Kathy: Some people get a lot
more. We've pretty much sold
show quality for 3500, which is
probably the maamum siud fee
that I would expect.

Larry: I think there are prob-
ably people out there geting a lot
more [or puppics than we do.
We're more concerned about the
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homes they're gomg 1o, Usually
the people approaching us aboul
show potential dogs are people
that we know and we really wani
¢d this amimal in that home, 50
we're not out oying to sell show
potentials to unknown factors out
there, We're not asking big
bucks.

B VO sefd J|',?4-'." f.l.'{.f: nes el .i‘J'a‘rEl].
and neuter agreements?

Kathy: Yes.

Do you sell cash ohly or hatve you
ever fadd payment terwns?

Kathy: We've had payment
terms or worked out some kind
of arrangement. When 1 bought
my second dog from John Don-
ner he rook payments and he
understood, 1 think that if you
judge it’s really a home that you
want yvour dog in, you should
consider special arrangements, A
lot of times we'll tell people, if
there s a ume that they're going



te be cut of town, give us a call
and we'll see if the dog can come
back and stay here. We have one
Farily that has two litte boys and
they call it Camp Que Sera and
say, “Sasha's going to camp
now.” It's really funny, so we y
to keep 1n touch with them as
much as possible.

Larry: Normally if someone.

wants to do payments. that'’s fine.
We write up a sales agreement
and the papers are not turned
over until payment is made in
full. so they don't get the full
ownership until payment is macke
in full. We've also had dogs go
on a trial basis. If we really think
this is going to be a geod home,
we want to make sure that the
dog fits their situation. We've
had a tial basis where the dog is
with them, with the agreement
that he ¢an come back here if it
doesn’t work.

When people come 10 buy a
puppy from us, they wind up get-
ting interviewed, whether they
know it or pot, One sitnation we
had was a person answering an
ad i the paper. They came to
the door and said, *We eame to
buy your puppy.” Qur response
was, "We'llsee.” They lopked at
us like, “What do you mean?” [
said, “Well. sit down.” We went
through an mterview.  We insist
that both mom and dad are there,
beeause if dad only is there, we
won't sell this puppy until mom
knows this puppy is coming
home. because mom’s the one
who's really going 1o 1ake care of
it. If mom’s at home and you
have a puppy. mom's the one
who's really going to be taking
care of it, so we want to make
sure mome-is comfortable wath the
dog. If there are children
mvalved, we want to see the chil-
dren and see how they réact with
ather dugﬁ, our dogs, the older
ones. 5o, there're a lotof things
that we try to bring into the dis-
CLSSIOT.

We've had people come who
thought they wanted a puppy,
and after we've talked to them for
a while and pointed out that they
needed to know what they were
really getting into ... Maybe
we're tryving to unsell the dogs.
We want the peaple to really
know what they're geting into
and we need to know that they
want this puppy. We had a Siwa-
tion where some people had just
moved nto a new house and had
aandscaped vard and they want-
cd a puppy. We went Jlmugh
the whole thing and really talked
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to them. We won't send a dog.
that day, with anybody. They
were going to get back wus. A
few days later they called back
and said, “We've decided we're
not going to get a dog. now, of
any breed. We want 1o enjoy our
house. We want to enjoy our
landscaped yard for a while.
Maybe in 2 couple of years we'll
get back to you.” It made me feel
good that they realized that they
weren't ready fora dog,

Have you ever fu(!rn Jruapipnes beack
e yau solel a bitch ?

Larry: No. I think the most
we've done is had in the contract
il we sell a bitch we might want
Lo go on as co-owner for a partic-
ular reason, and help guide them
in the breeding. Then. if there's a

uppy we might want out of the
itter, we have the option of buy-
ing one at pet price. Isn't that
what we've done?

Kathy: Yes, we've done that

Larry: It's our philosophy
that if you own a dog, you
shouldn't have to keep paving for
it over and over agun. T know
there arc-situations where this
does oeeur, but if we feel the ani-
mial i good enough, [ would like
to help guide them in how they
are going o breed that, and if
there is sumething outstanding in
the litter. I should be willing to
pay for it. 'We've never been in
the sinuation where we've gon to
have puppies and keep selling
them to have an income. That's
not our philesophy and that's
never where we wanted to be.
That's why we haven't had that
many litters in 23 or 24 vears, A
total in the low teens and we
don't have big liers, We don't

roduce-a lot of puppies. We've
ieen very successful in what
we've done, but we don't feel that
the puppies have o support the
kennel. We've never been there
and | never want to be in that sit-
uation,

Fohat do you_feed your dogs

Larry: Natures Recipe main-
tenance, which is the lamb and
rice. Prior to that I've used the
Eagle performance, and prior o
that we used a food called Show
Results. Then I was kind of
involved with Show Resuls, I
was regional sales manager. The
president of the company is Lou
Hochn, who had Sulu Samoyeds.
Othere vice-presidents were
Frank and Paula Phillips. There
were a lot of us Sammy peaple
who were involved with Show
Results dog food. It was a very
good dog food. T would say we

were one of the first compénies o
push the big name pcrl'Ef‘Jm:mcc
companies into setting up:-at
shows and presenting facts. We
would go to dog shows and set
up our booth and start pushing
information about our food an
be straightforward and honest
about it. Maybe that was the
problem. we were too honest
about it. The people who were
nvolved in trying 1o sell the food
were breeders who were using
the food themselves and were
talking abour 1. We really
weren 't sales people trying to
pitch a line, but we did certain
things that we saw the big compa-
nies startng to follow and mimic.

Show Results was trving 1o
gt into a market where you had

ig money involved, and the big
name food companies, and we
really didn't have a lot of money
backing us. 1 had the arca built
up prewy well with pretty decent
tonnage, and then k; decided 10
put my application in for judging.
At that time I had to remove
myself from a-positon with a dog
food company, When I did that,
I saw the sales in the area go from
x number of tons a vear o basi-
cally nothing, mainly because it
was taken over by a company
thar had other products and they
didn’t own dogs themselves or
use the product themselves.
They were sales-tvpe people, and
I could see the diflerence in peo-
ple being honest about a product
and people just trying o sell a
product,

We continued using Show
Resules for a few years and |
would bring 1n a ton at a time
which would last me six months
or more. | had a few ather peo-
ple still wanting to use it so they
would get a linde of mine, It just
got to be a hassle to have w do
that, so. 1 wemt on to Eagle dog
food, which was very similar to
our dog food at the time. The
company that makes Eagle dog
food at one time manufactured
Show Results.  Actually, their
first brochure looked a lot like
Show Results’ brochure at the
time. It was a good food,

The locaton where 1 was
buying it was mconveniemt, and
hecause of location and ease of
getting this other food; we moved
on to Nawwre's Recipe, which is
anather good performance foad,
and we're pleased with it, so far.
We've been using it a year, now.
I would always use a perfor-
mance-type food, There are good
name foods out there that have
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changed their recipes and hdve
gone fromy a food that I would
use to a food that. because of cer-
taint ingredients, I won't use righe
nmow.  Thev're stll very popular
and they're doing very well and
dogs do well on them. but it's not
what I wamt 10 use right now.

Do you_feed any fhimd of supfile:
shends, vl o wimereds?

Larry: No.

Kathy: I would say a preg
nant bitch or a lactating bitch we
would supplement with cattage
cheese or whatever but, really, n
normal, everyday feeding and
maintenance, we don't,

Larry:  As long as the food
has been produced properly and
has the vitamins and minerals lise-
ed on the bag, that should be ade-
guate nutrition for the animal.

Wit kined of a routine do you do
an preparation for a show?

thy: The regular mainte:
nance is prety much just cuing
toenails, We like it when the
weather i§ nice, when we can get
outside and use the dryer; we'll
do a lot of in-between bathing
and brush them and use the
blower o blow out the hair,

Larry: We have o check to
see il our neighbors have any
clothes hanging on the line, fivst.
{laughter)

Kathy: The birds hke it and
the squirrels. Il it's somebody
that we're showing, that's o licde
bit different. .

Larry: We have Sara enered
this coming weckend at the
shows. Actually, it's the first
show Pve shown at in about two
years, because of other things
going on. 1 gave her her first
bath three wecks ago and have
Eiw:n her a bath each week, try-
mg to get her com back inte show
condition, making sure that we're
cutting nails every weck, At that
point; 1 will also do a liele bikill%
with the dog. That grooming
start several weeks m advance. |
start trimming of the feet in
advance and [ just touch up each
week, so that's. easler o do. I'm
not doing a complete foor the day
of the show, [ don’t do any body
trimming. [ don't believe in body
[I'll'ﬂ.lll.ll'.lg.

Any Jvieite givoming products or
fools that you we?

Kathy: Actually; Larry wem
o buy shampon and they don’t
make the sudT that we used o
use.

. Larry: Some have changed.
A lot of it depends on the type of
water yvou have, as far as the ease
of rinsing out. I've gone on that



basis, what gives it a good, clein
coat and leaves it nice and glisten:
ing and easy to rinse out. I've
done some experimenting with
different shampoos and there are
different ones, and [ don’t want
to plug any one that [ do use. It
depends on the different dogs. 1
normally use a whitening sham-
poo. which most Sammy people
do. Talso use a linde bit nlp.‘: 1ex-
twizing shampoo at certain tmes,
I don't follow any directions, T've
developed my own technique for
using it. Some dogs | use it on
more than other dogs. Some
dogs don’t have to have any at
all. When you've worked with
coats long enough, you know
which coat needs a little bir of
added texture, so I know I can
use a livle bit of the texturizing
shampaoo after I've used the regu-
lar shampioo.

After 23 vears of grooming
Sammies, vou don't thirfi-abom a
lot of things any more. There are
techniques you're using, but vou
don't think about them. When [
first started in the breed. my wife
and I would go around 1o differ-
ent people and ask, “How do you

{;mum this? What do you do?”

Ve went toa lot of the big breed-
ersin the Midwest and asked
them the same quesdons. It was
interesting, because so often we'd
hear, “The only way w do this.”
and it was différent from what the
last person showed us, S0 we
developed -our theory: “This is
the way one does it, this is the
way someone else does i, Obvi-
ously there is more than one way
to do the same thing.” 5o we
would develop our own tech-
nique. When people would ask
us how 1o groom, we'd say, “All
right, This is what we want o
do. There are many ways of get-
ting 1o the end product. These
arc some different techniques of
doing it. You have to find out
what technique you like.” When
I was helping Bob and Delores
Burkholder and talking about
doing it. you have to have in
your mind what you want your
animal to look like when you're
done. Now yvou have to figure
our how o ger there and vou've
got to practice and try different
techniques. The same echnique
does not work on every dog, so
vou have to have more than one
way Lo approach in grooming.
That's basically what I've done.
Starting with Sara three
weeks ago and working her coat,
there are certain things that each
week 1 may do something differ-
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ent and I like the result. This
week, with the show, Pm actually
going 1o give her her bath tomor-
row morning helore we leave,
because it was supposed to rain
today and 1 didn't want o bathe
her last night and have it rain
today. so I'll do her in the morn-
ing and [ think she's going 1o
look very nice. So there are no
special secrets. I you're going to
o0 it, you have to know many
ways ol approaching the situa-
tion. Whatever works best for
that animal, use that technique.
(%5, Sara picked up two BOBs

and a Group three.)
I want o ask you abonf exertie

Jor your dogs and maybe, i confunction

with that, you can deseribe a little of
what your sctup is fike,

Kathy: 1.don't know sizes,
but we have the one hig rock
ared. Al the dogs are together as
much as possible. We try to keep
everybody topether and they'll
run and play and preuy much
exercise themselves. I it's some-
body that we're going to show, it
will be more of an actual exercise
program to get them in conditon.
Actually, Larry built our inside
kermel area to be an office, but
ended up with an air conditioner
and that's where the dogs are in
their crates when we're not home,
When we are home, they have a
room that's under the porch. It's
a cement room, and they have
stairs they can go up and go out
the dog door. Se, when we're
here, they can be outside in the
rock area or they can go down-
stairs and lie down or whatever.
When we're not home thev're in
their crites.

What kined of & progran do you do
when: they re being sfnon?

Kathy: Pretry much on the
bicycle, getting them o ot the

-5};cul you want them to go in the
S1E0

w ring, and conditioning
them.

How far do youw go?

Larry: It depends on where
we start off with the dogs. What
Iike to dois start off a livde slow,

¢t them used to trotting. The
irst time | go owr with them is
kind of an easy, even trot the
whole time. Iy to see how long
they can go without exerting
them too mueh. Then when |
take them out T will probably go a
little bit farcher and a little farther.
I used to have a route around the
neighborhood that 1 would go
and it worked out to be about a
mile and a-half w twe miles total,
so | would build them up o
where they were comfortable trot-

ting with me that distance with-
out feeling like they were ared, |
will do varous things while I'm
gaiting them on the bike. T will

» for a peniod of dme av what |

unk i a good, comfortable ot
and then I may speed up, tryin
to get them to use all the 1'(:3-:?
and drive they have, tryving to
foree them to really exert them:
selves and use what they have.
Then I will slow back down toan
even, nice, casy ot for them,
Then T will speed up for a short
distance, slow down for a while,
speed up, slow down. By the
time I am back home, I have
%nm: through this whole process.

Vhen 1 really huve a dog that
I'm showing a lot, that's the rou-
tine: 1 will:do. I'd like to have a
trotter. | just don’t want 1o invest
another 31000 in a mouer. We're
to the point where we're not tam-
paigning dogs any more,

As Ell' as the rest of our Ffacili-
ty, our rock-area is about 20 by
40. The back 20 by 20 I have a
sunscreen that [ can put over, so
that is shaded, They've on rock.
but underneath the rock they're
on cement block with the holes
pointing upward. They're on
about ten to twelve inches of
rock. so that when it rains it
drains through very fast, For the
nrost part it keeps them very
clean. There's one arca where
they have been able to dig
between blocks and get some dire
up into it and I have to go
through and eventually sereen
out the dirt and redo that area.

The room below us 15 about
18 by 12. They have that avail-
able. We put them in the ather
room at night where they sleep in
their crates. We have tcntralpai:'
and, when the central air 15 run-
ning all the time, it stays nice and
corl downstairs. When it is nice
weather, we don't have o have
the central air on and it gets a liv-
e stuffy down there, so in the
room where they have their
crates we have an air conditioner
we can turn on just to keep that
area more comfortable for them,
Oceasionally we'll let them out in
the backyard to run wogether.

We have privacy fence com-
{u!ctci}' around the kennel area.

Ae have chaindink fence on this
side and there i about a two-foot
space and then we have the priva-
ey fence. That allows me to go
outside and look at the dogs and
stll be between the privacy fence
and the kennel. }‘chi to the
driveway. the privacy fence is
against the chan-link fence. Pan
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of that is 1o keep the barking
down. Thére's a park across the
street and any time kids would be
over there playing ball or whatey-
cr, they would be watching the
kids and barking ar the kids
because they wanted to play. So
the privacy fence was initally put
up to keep down the distractions
1o the dogs and keep the barking
to-a minimum. Whenever our
dogs start barking, we bring them
in for a short time and then we et
them back out when whatever the
distraction was is gone. Since
then, we have found ot that the
city ordinances require a privacy
fence if you have a kennel sia-
tion. The dogs are not supposcd
to be visible to your neighbors, s
we were in compliance with the
ordinance and didn’t know it.
What advice would you give o
Brecdders wiho are Just atariing ouf?
Larrys If they already have
what they consider as their foun-
dation, evaluate it honestly,
Enow what the strengths and
weaknesses of their foundation
are, and when you go out to do
any breeding with that animal,
try to minimize the deliciencies
your animal might have and max:
imize your positives, That
doesn't mean to breed exaaly o
the opposite = if vou have a weak
rear you're going 1o go with the
most fantastic rear in the waorld.
You have to look ar the 1ol bal-
ance of the animal that you're
guing 1o breed to and vou want a
rear thae is beuer than what vou
have now. You also want o look
at the grandparents of that animal
and make sure that they have
good rears behind that, so you're
not just looking at what vou're
breeding, vou're looking at one
or two generations back, Unless
you know those animals personal-
¥, vou're going to have ta have
trust in the people you're doing
the breeding with to be honest
about the grandparents and the
great-grandparvents, as far as the

wcertain areas yvou feel may be a

weakness in vour particular dog.
Il you're purchasing a foun-
dation, do a lor of research first,
Is there a particular style that you
like? As far as a parocular ken-
nel, do vou really ke the style
that you are always seeing? If
that’s what you like, then ry (o
find out what it is about that ani-
mal that vou really like. Deal
with a breeder who you are very
comfortable with, Deal with
them for not just a short period of
tme, but get to know them. Get
to know their dogs and try to get



to know the background of their
dags as far as the strong points
and the weak points behind their
kennel. You're going to have to
develop trust with the people that
you are buying vour foundation
From, beeause if this is going o be
vour foundation, you're going to
have 1o work off of the reputation
of the kennel that you are buying
from. So you have to have a lot
of trust, and they have  have a
lot of trust in vou and they have
to be honest with you.

So find a style of animal you
like, find a breeder that you can
be comfortable with and can be
honest with, and you [eel that
they are being honest with you,
At that point, it's very difficult for
a new person coming in to get the
best thing that a breeder has 1o
offer, because vou've not proven
voursell yvet, At that paoint you
may have to work with the breed-
er you are establishing your foun-
dation with, and maybe wind up
with a co-ownership on your first
animal. They wint some assur-
ance that what vou are going to
do is the direction that they want
that animal to be going. It's real-
Iy difficult to sell a op animal
somebody you don't know For
sure, or to a novice that you
don't know what is going w hap-

en down the road. Yes, it's not
air that if you want to get
mvalved and you want to buy the
best thing, people are apprehen-
sive about letting their best go.

Kathyv: T they've gone
through it and they sull want o
breed, I would like to well them
that they are really taking a big
responsibility by having a liver.
because they are responsible for
the bitch and taking care of her,
but they are responsible for bring-
ing those puppics into the world
and they have to feel responsible
for them all their hves, They
don't just sell them at eight weeks
and they're gone. have 1o
pick the riglht homes for them.
They also have to be willing to
say. “Maybe I misjudged these
people. Maybe 1 made a mis-
take,” In our contract for every
dog we sell we say, “At any time
in this dog’s life. if you need to
place him, we want the [irst
chance to buy him back,” because
a lot of times people wall nraybe
get in a situation where they have
to get rid of the dog, but they
never think to call the breeder.
This 10t just a show dog, this is
any dog. that we sell. You have
to take a longterm responsibilicy
and it's not easv. There're a lot
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of things thit you run into where
you think, “I've had this problem
and I've had that problem.”
Then there's something new that
comes up, so you have to be sort
of wugh-skinned in that way, to
handle puppies dying or things
like that. There's lots of fun in i
to enjoy, but vou have to be
ready to accept that you're going
e have some problems.

Larry: That's onc redson
why we haven't produced a lotof
puppies. We take responsibility
for these Pupp.ics for their lives.
If a situaton comes up and the
owner dies and the one that's left
just can’t handle the situation -
that's how we got Dancer back -
we have that first option, We've
had very few that we've had
come back m that situation. Nor-
mitlly, we do a good enough job
in screeming and selling puppies.
we're confident in the homes
they're going into, so we're really
confident where we're not going
to have a lot come back, bt we
do stand the responsibility for
these puppies. I could never be
in a situation where I'm just pro-
ducing puppies and selling them
and imoring where they go,

H?'.r’mz you recommend thal new
brvcclers nvestigate vanows kennels fo

it the 1xaht e, should they go to the

kenmels wwith the big winmers?

Larry: Sure. They should go
to all of them. Look at the big
kennels; look at the small ken-
nels. Don't just go to the kennels
with the big winners. We're not
a top name kennel. We're not a
big kennel. There are good dogs
out there from smaller breeders
who are very conscientious in
what they're doing, You're gomg
to have 1o start snmewﬁcrc_
You're zoing o have to go o dog
shows and just watch and see
what you like and then ask a lot
ol guestions, visit as many ken:
nels as you can, sec what facilities
they have, sce how they treat
their dogs.  Ask some of these
same questions = “What's vour
philosophy in bringing up pup-
pies?” If you're going to establish
a foundation, you're really going
o have to know the breeders the
dog came from. and what their
philosophy is as far as how that
dog was brought up and be com-
fortable with it. But I wouldn't
climinate the big kenmels. There
are some good dogs in the big
kennels.

What would you recommend tn
berms of jorning clubs?

Rathy: I think that it's really
good, It gives you a chance o

meet the people, a good chance to
learn, to be with people who love
vour breed and will understand,
n our Samoyed club we had a
night where vou told your most
embarrassing story of what vour
dog has done. Everybody there
understands when you tell them
what happened. Or, what you
went through when vou first got
vour puppy, how many couches
or that kind of thing. I think it's
part of making 1t all where it's not
centered around the dog show
and what the dog does in the
ring. It's also good to join all
breed clubs. You get a linde bit
wider perspective on the dog
waorld. | think it's important.

Larry: As far as people who
are buying pets, we make the
information about our local
Samoved clubi available to them,
We tell them that there're a lot of

vod things involved there.
gt_:-mc g0 to meetings and join. 1
know how busy a lot of people
are and this s not going o be
their number one priovity. They
think, “I have w live with my
Sammy. This is my pet, that's
it." Not everybody has to join
the club. Those who want to
learn more about 1t and want o
have the compamonshup of ather
weople having the Im‘.ccf it's great
or them - local clubs and nation-
al club.

I like having the natiodal club
available. There is a lot of
knowledge that can be gamned,
natonwide, if that's the direction
vou want to go, where you want
to do a lot of learning, Being
involved with the national club,
being on the board of directors
and former vice president, 1 can
say iU's-an important organization,
but it's not for everybody. Some
people join the club just to get the
bulletin.  It's one :ﬂl the benefits,
the same reason some-people sub-
seribe to The Quarterly, They
want to look at the picrures and
read the stories and that is as far
as they want to go in their
involvement. There is-a level of
involvement for everybody and
the clubs give vou that chance. If
vou really want to get involved,
there’s a spot for you, If vou
want o be a litde bit involved,
there's a spot.

Do you think the parent club i
domng enough o educale new members
andd preclges?

rry: T think we're moving
in the right direction, Having
served on the board for six years,
sometimes it gets frustrating try-
ing to develop certain education-
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type programs. 1 think now that
we've separated judges’ education
from the education group it will
be easier. I think with the judges’
education, they'll be able o con-
centrate on crﬁlcminn for judges.
I think that's a good aspect. The
rest of the education committee is
trving to get certain information
out there. They're trying to
develop some booklets. It's a
slow process when you're work-
ing with volunteer people.
Maybe it's not going as fast as |
would like w see it go. but they
are trying. Kathy is currently
serving on the education conumnit-
e,
Wit oould you say are some of
the biggest challenges that are facug the
Jarent elul right new?

Larry: T'would like to see the
parent club work on setting up a
foundation wowards camne
research and education, with an
emphasis towards the Sammy,
We arc investigating whether it is
puossible to do this under our
existing charter and have a por-
tion of our treasury set aside for
this, a tax-deductible portion that
is set aside for research - canine
resedrch, basically medical type
things. in general. 1f that’s not
possible o do under the existing
charter, then having the paremt
club form a foundation with a
bodrd of directors to the lounda-
tion which is tied 1o SCA. This
wiould be a tax-deducuble founda-
tion that would work in funding
or contributing to eertain research
projects. I'm going off the board
this year and it's something that 1
will keep in touch with other
board members about and keep
hounding them that it's some-
thing we have to do. That falls
into the category of general edu-
cation for not juslf}ud’gcs but the

eneral public, for breeders.
Those, | think, are the two chal-
lenges for the parent club.

The other area that I think is
a challenge is that when people
run for the board they should be
running because there is a dedica-
uon they have for the breed; they
can't be running just for personal
gratilication, "ﬁlc:'c is @ Ccommit-
ment involved. We have our
annual meenng and we have a
midterm meeting, You have to
make the commiment that you
will use your expense to travel to
those face-to-fzce meetings
beeause that's where most of the
work is done; and you have to be
willing to do some basic back-
ground research. You have to
know our constitution and you



have to know the general busi-
ness guide. I get very fruswated
when a comment comes up or a
business comes up and we have
board members making sugges-
tions that are contrary to the con-
stitution, or the general way
we're gomg 1o do business. with-
out first saying, “Maybe we have
to change this process and do
thie.” They say, “Well, let’s just
do it anyway,” I get really frus-
trated when they obviously
haven't read the constitution or
understood the business guide
that we have right now,

I think there should be term
limits. This is my sixth year on
the board. [am going off lor sev-
eral reasons. One is that [ don't
think people should be on forev-
er. You should go off the board
fora while, step back as a general
member and look at the entire sit-
uation. Then, if you feel that vou
still want 1o be on the board, vou
catl run for it again in a couple of
vears. It's good to step back and
get an outside perspective again
of whart the whole picture is. The
other aspect 1is t]hal there are
things other than dogs. When
I'm on the board, I take the post-
tion seriously. Those are & cou-
ple of challenges:  getting pood
people running for the board and
keeping them, and having them
willing to step off the board at
times, working with setting up a
foundation for research, and gen-
eral educational research,

Kathy: 1 think the education
committee was peared toward
judges’ education and it's been a
transition time to decide what
divection to go now, and things
have been moving slowly. Now
thev're working on possibly
doing a grooming video that 1
think would be very helpful for
FCOPIC as they come into the
reed. They've worked on a sec:
ond booklet to come out on
deciding 1o breed, but it just
doesn’t seem to have moved very
fast, so it is frustrating in that
way. )

Have you seen the ARC video for
the breed and what do you think of
thear?

Larry: We have a new video
as of last year or two years ago. [
think the final product is good.
AKC has a standard formar that
you fallow and our end product
15 a good example of an AKC
video. It 15 a good video as far as
the format that they want and it
does show the positive aspects,
There was a lot of work put into
seiting it done. When people see
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it, there are obviously certain
things that they are going to dis-
agree with, certain animals that
they're trying to show off this
particular head and they don't see
the head, but they see something
else thar they don't like about this
particular dog. It's an example of
whatever, Ignore the rest of the
picture if they are showing you a
positive example of a certain pare
of the dog. That gets to be a
hard part. That's my general
comment: we came out with a
quality video. 1 don't think any
of them are fantastic, because it 1s
a set format that they follow.
think we did a good job in follow-
ing thas format.

Would you like fo see a different

Sformai?

Larry: Not necessarily, That
ets to be really hard, whit you
wiant to show, The AKC \'jécn,
obviously, is to emphasize the
standard. They no longer read
the standard as they're doing
things, but they are giving the
information. These examples fit
ko the standard. 1 don't know il
a better format could be done.
I've never sat down and leu‘g}u
about what would be the best for-
mat [0 use.

D you' feel that there fv adegqueate
literature ~ books and magazines —
avatlable tn the breed, ar are there gagy
it et should, perhaps, be out there?

Kathy: 1 think we have a low
There are several magaznes, plus
breed books by several well-guali-
fied peaple.

arry: 1 think The Samoved
Quarterly, as far as ongoing infor-
mation, 15 a very good product,
It gives excellent general informa-
tion. There are a number of
Samoyed books, Some; I feel, are
bewer than others, The Wards'
book is in the process of being
updated again, with a new ver-
sion coming out, Obviously,
whenever we read a book, there
are errons i it, but nobody's per:
fect. One book that is out has a

icture of Hogan, Ch. Ken-Tee's
%Glﬂn‘,ilf Hogan O'Sulu, on the
inside cover and they don't give
credit to Kathy as being the
breeder. That's hard to take, but
that's the way it goes, Yes, there
is a lat of information out there, [
think we're better off than a for of
breeds:

L' like 1o ash each of you to gve
me a drief Biography of vourself; where
Jou were born, grew up, where you
went to school, what youve dose for a

{erings,
miathy: I was born here in
Minnesota: My dad was in the

Navy, so we did a lot of traveling,
When he retired, when T was stll
in elementary school, we came
back and settled here and [ went
through school here. 1 got mar-
viech, got my frst Sammy in 1970
and started showing and breed-
ing. My daughter Heather is sev-
entéen. I'man office manager for
an industrial company here in
Bloomington, where T can go
home and let the dogs out ar
noon,

Larry: I'm from northérn
Minnesota, a town called Clo-
quet, which is just outside of
Duluth: T went through high
school, 1 started college at Michi-
‘gan Technological University
Houghton, Michigan. in engineer-
ing. That's where I met my first
wife, She was in chemisiry. [
went to school there for three
years and each vear the out-of-
state twiton went up undl itgot w
the point where I really couldn't
afford to go there any longer. 5o
Jan and [ got married and moved
back to Duluth and finished our
last two vears” college at Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Duluth. T got
my degree in education with a
double major in general science
and earth science. Jan got her
degree in chemistry and educa-
tion 50 she could teach chemistry,

This was in 1970 and you
have to realize what was going on
in current affairs at the ume. [
did not go interviewing for a job
because my number was called
and 1 was going to be drafted. "1
went and took my physical as |
was going to enlist in the Navy
and, at that point, I found out
that my eves were beyond the
limits chat they allow for the mili-
tary service, so | was classified
4F. even though I'm correctable
o normal vision. So then [ had
to go out and find a job and 1
interviewed at three places. My
last three vears of school T had a
full beard, This was 1970 and 1
walked in for an interview. |
must have had good credentials
because people would call up for
an interview all enthused, and the
first two places I went to, 1
walked in and they took one look
and started having sccond
thoughts already because 1 had a
{ull beard. Then, it was gradua-
tion ame and, the-night of gradua-
tion 1 shaved. My dad did not
natice for three hours, 1 went owt
and interviewed in Buffalo with-
out a beard. [ was hived that day,
so I do think there was a litde
prejudice against facial hair at the
time, 1 have been teaching in
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Buffalo ever singe. This is my
26th year, stll in eighth grade. [
teach eighth grade earth science,
and 1am also the computer tech:
nology supervisor for the new
work at the junior high.

At the same time I got
invalved with the dogs, My wife
passed away in ‘76, very sudden-
Iy, and it s sdll, o me; an unex-
plained death. It just happened.
Tost myself in the dogs for a cou-
ple of years. That's when I really
started handling, traveling every
weekend, I'd have my daughter
travel with me. My daughter
Bess was four at the time, goin
on five, When she was in schoo
she'd stay at the farmhouse with
a lady who had twelve children of
her own and Bess was like the
next one in line, There were a lot
of things that I had o work out
for mysell emotionally - loss of a
wife - and the dogs were a way
that I was able to do that. The
dogs would listen the whole ume
when I'd talk to them. In 1980, 1
moved with Kathy, alter her
divorce, We had been good
friends for several years and it
was a [riendship that developed
from there. WI: gt married in
‘B8, I've been m different aspects
of the dog things, [rom being an
AKC licensed handler for Sam-
mies and Goldens ta being in the
dog food business for a while, [
have been very involved with our
specialty club, to finally deciding
to put in for my judge’s license.

FHomw woudd you say the dogs have
affected your Lfestle?

rry: [ haven't been fishing
sinee 1 got into dogs.

Kathy: It has in every way,
There are @ lot of things you
can’t do because of the dogs, but
for so many vears we didn’t do
anything but go to dog shows or
club things, 1 think it was good,
in a way, Heather and Bess grew
up with more adult contact, 1
think, because they'd go to the
shows with us, and I think that
was good. They maybe didn't
get to do some of the activities in
school that they wanted to get
involved with. We couldn’t
make any long-term commit-
ments for that because most of
the weekends were taken. It's
given us g chance to do a lot of
traveling, see 4 lot of places, meet
a lot of different people, It's
affected everything that we've
done.

Larry: It his o, We decided
to take a vacation at one time and
thought, “All night, what dog
shows are in that area that we can



take some dogs with us?” We're
more to the point where we'll say,
“Let's board all the dup;b and
we'll go off for a week:” Maybe
we're getting to the point where
there’s more to lifc than just the
dogs, but the dogs are sdll impor-
tant to us.  We've béen more
invelved with Heather's activities
in the Varsity Dance Line, taking
in all aspects of that, It's a really
important age for Heather, so we
really haven't done a lot with the
dogs in the last couple of vears.
Yes, they're a big influence,
Kathy: The good thing is,
vou can be away for a long tme
el get back ino it and you sl
have all the knowledge that vou
had before. There are lots of new
people when you goe back out
there, but there're sull the old
people around. Larry's stayed in
contact more than I have,
through his Ijmlgi:@ assignments
and stuff. I there comes a time
when we decide we want to be
more active, there would be no
reason why we couldn't.
Anything you would add to the

benefits of betng in o
Larry: 6 rlrlg:lmg. and a lot
of people say this, dogs give you

unconditional love. You can be
angry at one tume and they're
ri ETIh:rc. They have a calming
cct. Tome, that's a big benefit.
Ali the contacts and people we've
met and traveling we've done
have been a benefit of the dogs.

Kathy: Heather grew up
thinking everybody has six dogs
or eight dogs, and in that way I
think it was a fairly good lifestyle
for her in the early vears, grow-
ing ui. She loves horses, so 1
don't know if she is going 1w con-
timue with dogs. | think she’ll
have a dog, but I don't know il
it's something that she'll go into
to the extent that we have, since
she's seen and known all that
we've put into it

Larry: T really wouldn't push
thcmm it at :;u.[]i}.I Itsa dc_c]i:s.:iﬂn
that they have 1o make for them-
selves, Knowing what we do
now, as far as the overall costs
imvolved in showing dogs these
days, would we be as invalved
starting off today as when we
started? I don't know. Yes,
there're a lot more people show-
ing dogs, but the expense is a lot
greater.

Do you think there & a different
cletss of people involved today than there
wes?

Larry: I den't know. [ per
sonally could not do the showing
that I did, at today’s prices, if I
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were just starting off in teaching.
Maybe T would have to do less
showing or more local showing,
but there're a lot more local
shows than we had back then.
We only had a few loéal shows
and 1 would travel 1,000 miles a
weekend, 500 miles in either
direction. o get toa dog show
and then get back:in dme to go to
school. In some ways it was also
relaxation, & way of geting away
from the routine of school, so 1
don't know what we'd do.

What have been bhe deamwbacks of

betng in clogs?

Larry: Not going fishing,

Kathy: You're pretty tied
down.

Larry: Domg something with
your home o accommaodate the
dogs. Moving from a car to a sta-
HON Wagon to a van to a motor
home and then back e a van
when you realize that a motor
home 15 very expensive. You
have 1o adjust yourself 1o them.
They're not going to adjust to
vou, The fact of al% the dirt thag |
dug out of heve and landscaped
the front yard with, and wound
up with a 20-by-40 rock area that
the next person moving here may
not want. When they start mov-
ing the rocks and realize that
there's conerete block beneath it
they're going to have a lot to
remove,

Are there fervortte stortes about the
dogs that you might share?

Kathy: We had a liwer of
puppies and they were about
three months old. We still had
one and she was ot with the rest
of the crew.. Oné thing you find
as you're living with Sammies is
that they can get out of anything:
I can’t remember what stage our
kennel was at that point, but she
was able to get out. The rest of
the dogs were here. When |
hinally realized she was out,
Heather was a baby and she was
in bed, and I had this PUppy out
loose. I called my parents and
was arving. They came over and
my mom staved with Heather
while my dad drove me around,
and we were talking w all these
people and aayinf. “We lost this
puppy and don’t know where she
5.7 Finally, we saw the mailman.
My dad was.a retived mailman so
he ﬂu:'l.llfht. “We'll stop and ask
him.” He said, “Yes, 1 Ilcund him
and I put him back in your yard.”
He'd put the Tﬂupp} back and she
was so tived that she went down-
stairs and was sleeping down
there. That was about the funni-
est thing that happened,

Larry: When we first started,
when Tstill had a station wagon. 1
had a male and a female - our
second two dogs - and our
female was in season, so we had
her in the crate.. We only had
one crate n the car at the gme, so
our other dog was loose in the
car. He wasa little upset, of
course, so he proceeded to
destroy the front seat, all the
upholstery, digging into it and
chewing it out and the whole
thing. 1 contacted my insurance
company and asked them what
we could do, My insurance agent
said, “Go get an estimate on what
'I,l, £ gﬂ[ﬂg L0 Ccosl Lo !.CPZI.IT :Illd
he rold me to go ahead and repair
it. He submitted it as vandalism
to the car. We had the front seat
all repaired and about two
months later, the same thing hap-
pened. He did it again! We did
not submit it to the msurance
company this time. I had it fixed
mysell and paid for it, but the fact
that the insurance agent ... He
was a friend and he submitted it
that way, Well, it was vandalisn,
he just didn't say who did it

What have the degs taught you?
Do you think that you'e changed or
gm.'.:w i any ey ad o vesull of daving
dagy?

Larry: Having dogs dying
and having to make the decision
of when o put a dog down, the
realization of life, that it's an
ongoing process. The fnality of
life. It's an-aspect thar we have w
deal with in these particular situa-
uons,

Hepe you_fowned says to deaf woith
#? Do you bury or cremale e havv a
service msome way when you lose a

?

“Larry: We haven't. Part of it
is the zoning around here. You
can’t do things in your own vard,
If we were out in the county we
could have an area where we had
plots for the dogs.

Would you have preferred to do
thet?

Kathy: I think so,

Larry: In some way, yes:
Some dogs are harder to have go
- the ones that have been with

ou all their lives, It's ome to go.
but they've been with vou Lwcﬁ'c
or fourteen years. You know
their habits and they know your
habits; It gets very hard.  Pup-
pies are hard because they
haven't had a chance vet.

I there amy way that et ve_foeied
i alfeate or "P.r ﬂ':rm:ﬂ'a’; the rigf?

Kathy: | think we both
understand how hard it is, and
you'd think after so many years it
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wauld be easier, but it never gets
casier. I don’t think it's anything
we've really come up with or
talked about.

Maybe just knenving that you share
the prief?

Kathy: Yes,

Is there anything el we haven 't
talked whout that you would {the to dis-
e

Larry: The only other com-
ment | would like 10 make deals
partly with my philosophy on
Judging. It’s something thar is
important to me and that 15 1
always take extra time with pup-
pics, I feel that it's very impor-
tant that this be a positive time
for a puppy. and as exhibitors
we've had judges who were
heavy-handed with puppies and
basically made it a bad experi-
ence, I have said, *I don't want
to do that, T want to make this a
very positive experience for a
puppy.” 1 will take extra time
with puppies. T will actually gait
puppies an extra time, even if
they did it right the first time.
You can go to all the waining
classes that you want, but it's dif-
ferent in the ring. “Now, he's in
the n.ng Let's give him another
chance,” [ can 1Iway3 make up
time with my older dogs that
don’t need as much special aren-
tion and I sull get my proper
number of dogs judged in the
hour, but 'm-abways taking exura
time with puppies, because it's so
impertant that puppies have that
posiive experience. You have o
be gentle-handed. soft-toned and
let the people relax also, and let
them know that thes 15 fun. Have
fun with vour puppy. That's
something that I always empha-
size in judging, is the puppies.
because they're not always going
to be puppies. ['ve scen too
many puppics have such a bad
experience that they don't want
1o go to another show, That's
just my own personal philosophy
mJungng one thing that I think
is important. Remember it's only
a dog show and have fun.

Rathy: Enjoy your dogs. It
zets to a point where you have so
many and you're doing some
things, vou don't énjoy them for
just letting them be themselves
and letting them be dogs, because
you're just worried about all the
other aspeets of it,

Thank you io much_for toking the
dime to da the inferiew,

Kathy: Well, thank vou.

Larry: Thank you, +




