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This intervtere weas congducteed af
the hame of Carole Barmm Cheesman
i February 1999, by Nangy Cozby.

Haowe long have you had dogs in
your fife?

I've had dogs my entire life.
My mom and dad always had
dogs. They had Boxers and
muts, but they weren't breed-
ers. We had one dog that was a
pet. Then I got a Sam around
1960, right after my son was
born. 1 got one for my husband
on Valentine’s Day. That's
what he wanted for Valentine’s
Day - regretted that one. Now
here I am,

Wiy this breed in partiolar?

Basically because that is
what my husband wanted. Tl
never forget when I was a very
young kig walking with a friend
and secing these two really pret-
ty white dogs on a porch, So 1
tatked to the owner and he said
they were very rare, and were
really good with kids, They
made an impression that 1
remembered the rest of my life.
We got a Samoyed because my
husband said he found them tw
be a neat dog; and really good
with kids.

How did you find your first
Samoyed ¥

In the newspaper. I bought
my first one from a long-time
sledding person. The man had
gotten angry at a male Sam by
the name of “Willie," because he
wouldn't run right on the sled
team. [ called about the ad and
when [ wemt to see the dog (he
was about four) he seemed to be
petrified of the owner. His wife
pulled me aside at one point and
told me he didn’t like to pull
that much, and he literally beat
him. T felt sorry for the dog.
and he was sull so mad at him
that when he went to reach for
the dog, the dog flung himself
against the fence, My husband
and I took the dog, not because
this was the dog we wanted nec-
essarily, but we knew he was
upset and we couldn’t sce leav-
ing the dog, sa we took him and

that was definitely the begin-
ning,

What made you decide to show
andd eventrally breed?

I had this dog, and the wife
kept in touch with me and asked
that I show the dog. I never had
done anything like that before,
but it fascinated me. 1 started
showing him in obedience and
took him through obedience, 1
went o a few all breed shows
that had everything going on. 1
decided to start showing. [ real-

from there ... I became addicted.

So, your first fdag was a show
.'J'.:Jg?

Yes: he never fnished. He
was my baby, though.

Hunw many hitters have you-bred?
Do you have any fdea?

No. I have no idea. My last
lieter just turned owo, Usgally 1
breed one litter a year, some-
times two. but nothing more
than that. With all the showing
I do, T do not have the tme 10
do a lot of breeding.

Ch. Gamble One’s Fartune, “Rens,” (Ahite)
and Ch. C-Song's Stormy Weather (Sam).

ly started showing in obedience,
I put through about three dogs.
Willie had a CDX, and my
trainee, Haraold Pross (who is no
longer alive), told me he strong-
by suggested I don't train him m
Utility, So, I didn't, but instead
put a Sammy through Ulility
and I pur a couple of them

through CDX, That was my |

first bug: Then I went into
showing, Then 1 decided to
breed my first litter. So; it went

Dhoes amy particular Fitter stand
oul tn your mind?. Any htter that you
dicd for a particular reason?

When T breed a liver today,
I usually have a plan for a cou-

le of litters down the road.
he reason T don't breed very
much is that nine times sut of
tert, I do it for myselfs [ wam
something from it. The idea is
o Lﬁ oduce something to go on
with. So, I can't think of any li-
ters where I didn't keep some-
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thing, And yes, I have sold
many champions of dogs that
have finished their champi-
onships, but in the beginning, it
is for me,

What was your best hitfer?

Probably the huer that influ-
enced i lot of what [ do wday, 1
bred and showed everything,
and then for about three or four
years during a divoree, I got out
of showing and found that [ was
miserable, So I got back in.
Those few vears that T wook off,
I suill went to dog shows, [ still
looked. T sill talked to many
people. 1 wawched other breeds
and I think I got a better per-
spective of what I wanted 10 do.
Then when I came back, 1
bought a bitch that I wanted 1o
breed and found a male. It
clicked, and that is probably
what produced four champions
out of a liwer of five.

And he i57

He is “Chance.” He is a
two-time national winner of
many specialties.

Is e the biggest winmer of all

Yewer drrgi?

He's one of them. Years

ago, | had others. He's proba-

bly been the most successhul.
It’s really hard 1o say. I den't
know if I can say that. He is for
now; for the present Sassillie
Samoyeds. I'd say he won 95
percent of the time he was in the
ring. Out of that, 85 percent of
the time he placed in Group.
But he never got a Best in Show,
IfJi“S‘ didn’t have the money to
advertise him,

How many champions have you
dhad in the fitters bred?

I don’t have the slightest
idesi. I'm a person who hates 10
brag, I let my dogs do the talk-
ing, so I'm not one of those who
keeps wack of my dogs. Idon't
keep track of those who have
finished their championships.
People ask me how many he has
finished, I didn’t know unel 1
sat down 1o count how many
kids he has. I can't give vou a
good answer on that one.

Do you have a favorite story
abond @ particular dog?

There are severdl. One that
I do remember goes back to
Willie. Willie and 1 were
extremely close. 1 got him over
being afraid of everything; 1 had




my son at the time and was
sregnant with my daughter:
Ne lived in Manhattan Beach,
and my mother had come o the
house to take eare of my son
while T went to the hogpital,
When my husband came home
he was all excited of course, and
my mother said, “Don't tell me
what time vou had the baby.”
She gave him a time and my
husband said, *Well, yes, how
did you know?" The dog had
quit pacing and went over and
taid down. He and a lot of
other dogs have been very, very
special.  When 1 have gone o
motels when we were showing
him, heé was very quick about
coming to the door, and because
[ couldn't stay in the best places,
he was very quick to growl to let
me know that someone was out
there, Never did he growl at
anvhbady that was just coming
up to see me, they had to be
doing something,

D you have one that fas been
he f:z}@:ﬂ cheracter r‘J;l"mrer?

I would say Willie. He is a
character. They all have differ-
ent personalitics and they all
have been a lot of fun, but he is
probably the biggest character,
And I'm going to have o say
when the time comes and he's
no longer. I'm going to be one
very upset lady, He knows how
to push my buttons and he does
it quite well, It was very well-
known around the Sammy ring
that I absalutely hated showing
the dog. He knew exactly how
to anger me and he did it repeat-
edly!

What find of things would he
||!l|’r,)

You mean in the ring? Oh,
he would bark — he is a terrible
barker. Loves w bark, It's hard
to deseribe, “There are so many
things that he has done: He
constantly goes in the van and
refuses to leave when I'm get-
ting ready to go to a dog show
and he can’t go. 1 have to liter-
ally drag him out. He sits'in the
front seat like he owns it. That
kind of stuff. 1 mean it's just lit-
tle pain in the neck stull, but he
does it well.

D you think pedigrees in this
breed ean be trusted as to acouragy?

| used to think so, but 1
don't anymore. AKC has been
proven so much of late that they
are wrong in their pedigrees.

_ How have you used liebreeding,
mireeding and outerosing, and when
do you think they showld fe wied?

I truly believe that nbreed:
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ing stamps what you want, 1
have inbred him. but 1 don’t
think -any person who inbreeds
should even consider it until
they have been in the breed long
enough to know a total pedi-
gree. 1 don’t mean where you
can recite i, but know the dogs
that are there. Linebreeding 1
think should, and 15, used more
ofien, But again. too many
newer people are breeding
before they know their pedigree:
before they even know what's in
that pedigree. Outcrossing can
give you some new things you
might nieed. But the problem is
reproducing it again down the
road; it is very difficult unless
you bick-in and linebreed. 1
know several people who breed
to the current winner and their
pedigrecs arc a mish-mash. 1
don't know how they get any-
thing out of it. Like 1 said,
when [ breed | prewy well have
it planned, pretty much down
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the road what I plan to do with
that pedigree. That doesn’t
mean it doesn’t change some-
where along the line. I may
change my mind, but I pretty
well know what 1 am trying to
improve, and what I need to
improve when [ go into a breed-
ing, and if it doesn't, then [ have
to go somewhere else. By now 1
know most of the pedigrees,
what's there and what I need,
: :
and what I'm not going o get.

Wi ar what heas myfluenced your

Breeding the most?

That’s really hard 1o answer
because there have been so
many people; from the fst per-
son 1 met. 1 would say Bob
Ward has had a lat to do with
it; Dolly Ward, Marry, Chris
and Ruth Heckeroth, Those are
people who through the years |
have consulted to find “whatya
think?” Getting input. Heidi
Nicman, | would never say
there is just one person that has

Ch. Chanee.
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been really influential, because 1
have tried to gather as much
informanon by asking any num-
ber of people rather than just
one person. There are a lot of
people out there. I can't begin
to think of them all. You know,
I did my éwn thing but at the
same time, I sl fo this day
never go o look at a litter unless
| have somecone there with me,
because they can help me: “You
know, Carole, this dog is doing
this." *Oh yeah, T didn’t see
that.”

Flow many dogs do you keep
oo ?

Including the Pom and the
Akita, [ have eighe dogs,

What's the most you've cver
kept?

Twenty-five. When 1 was
vounger and had kids and didn’t
work, 1 kept them all up.

How du you come up with your
kemniel nime?

My first two dogs that I

\‘!“i
B




bred were Sassy and Willie; 1
took the two names and put
them together - Sassillie.

Lo you name your tters by any
parttcular scheme?

No, I never do. I name pup-
pics by their personalities,
Often times when somebody

ccomes to buy a puppy. 1 don't

have a name for it. 1 have a
color because T mark my pup-
pies as soon as they are born,
But I don't have names except
for the ones I'm going to keep.

Do you feel you have esiabiished
a distingaishable i, and §f s, what
do you think others are looking for
ewilen they think of &2

Generally speaking, when
people say Sassillie, it's very big
compliment to me that they
think of soundness. I have been
known through the years to pro-
duce very sound dogs, but not
always pretty dogs: %’m hoping
that I'm changing that. I'm try-
ing anyway. [ waould say that
maost of mine when pcﬂ]}?e talk
about Sassillie, they say sound-
ness is what distinguishes mine
from somebody else’s. That
doesn’t mean that someone
else’s aren’t sound, but generally
that is what people think of,

Humw oo you rate bype, tempera-

ment, and soundness in order of

imfrortance?

I used to rate soundness as
the most importane, then type,
and then temperament, Bur 1
have seen, in the last ten or fif-
teen years, where temperament
has really been ignored. There
have been a lot of Samoyeds out
there that people say are not
tramed. No, their iemperament
[as far as sweemess and loving:
ness) is an inherited thing. [
have seen it go by the wayside.
People are accepting it as shy-
ness. And they are not realizing
that this breed is sweet'and very
lowing, they are not what I call a
real “guardie” dog. That's why
I got an Akita, so I would have a
“guardic” dog. It really frus-
irates me, 50 (cmperament prob-
ably has moved up to being the
most important, ?I’r:e] without
temperament, we really don't
have our breed. To me it's just
so critical. T could go on and
on, Temperament is a real
bugaboo. IfI see a bad tempera-
ment in a dog, I have a kitten. Tt

Just should not be in this breed,

Put it to sleep, it is just not our
breed. If you want a “guardie”
dog, get an Akita,

What &5 your long-range goal in
dreeding dogs?
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Ch. Sassillie s Change of Heart, “Chanee,”
two-timy National Specally winner.

My long-range goal is; I
hope, coming to an end. My
long-range goal is 10 probably
dic with a good Samoved, 1

would love to have a very
sound, wvery preuy ype
Samoyed,

When you thnk of ideal confor-
mation, can you deseribe the interpre-
tatton of the peefect dog of this breed?

That's an almost impossible
question. Probably a dog that

| would be very happy-go-lucky;
has a full standofl coat. 1 would
probably describe a male before
a female because I'm fairly par-
tial to my boys. They should
have bigger bone than most peo-
ple see on them these days,
because again, they are very
light boned. They should be
jfairly square, with a good wail;
there's a lot of type tails, and 1
have a few. A very proud dog,
I would like to see a broader
head than whar F've gor,  Small
cars and moves just as beautiful

incorrect. The dog starts mov-
ing and is no longer pretty and
basically it's because it 1s not
sound. I have a hard time look-
ing at a dog that is standing sull
and thinking he is prety if he
can't move,
To me, that's when a dog is |
beautiful or he's not.

Hiww showted they wiove from the
Jrinid and from the side?

When they are coming at
you, there shouldn't be any
irolling through the chest. They
should be coming up and grah- |
bing the ground and pulling it |
through. They should have
good brisker, which we are los-
ling a lot of in our breed. They
shouldn’t be throwing their
elbows in every which way.
You should see the dog coming
at you, he shouldn't have his
head up when he is moving
because that is very incorrect.
His front paws should hit thc[
ground ideally just below his

as can be; moves away and | nose, On the side, they should'

Hloats on the side. That's my
dream,

Wity do you think some dugs Jook
good when they are standing and pos-
g, but not when they are moving?

Because they are not struc-
turally sound. It also depends
on your interpretation of what
beautiful is. I've shown some
dogs that are absolutely gor-
geous standing sill. I mean full
coats, drooping, which is very

be very balanced, He has an
absolutely gorgeous side kick,
but when he moves he has wast
ed kick in the back. It's an
overextension, but it is beautiful,
It is gorgeous. Everybody says
they want a sidegair like thar T
is beawtiful, but he has too
much., His grandson, which I
think has a better sidegait, but it
isn't nearly as flashy. It's very
“well-timed,
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He has to move, }

How should they wiovie tn the rear
when they are going oy, as 1o frot?

They should single trot,
which means from the hip bone
vou have that “v.” T den't know
if you know anything about sin-
gle wrotting - a lot of people
think it should be from the hock
down, but acually it should be
from the hip bone all the way
down, And if you have a nar-
row dog, vou have a narrower
“v." If you have a wide, broad
dog, you have a broader “v.”
There should definitely be a line
that you can draw if vou stop
the motion, and you can sec
where that goes. They
shouldn’t toc in and shouldn’t
toe out. and they should grab!
the ground and come back out.f
You should see the pads when
they are going away from you,
The tail should be up, vou want
to see a lot of motion. The dog
should walk away from vou and
the buwt should be basically sull
when he goes away. You
shouldn't be able to see front
feet padding, these front feer
should come onto those pads of
the rear feet as far as the same
spot. That's what I like about
his grandson. he does that,
Beautiful. You justsee the dog
straight ahead of you.

What do you look for in a head?

A broader head than whar [
have, I like o have a shost or]
shorter muzzle. I like to have lie-
tle cars. 1 like 1o have a dcﬁniu:l
stop. Politically correct; it
should be wedge-shaped. T want
to have a slant.of an eyve. A lot
of times when you get a very, 1
hate the term “bear head.” but a
stocky head, you often get
rounder eyes, I can't stand |
round eyes. I want a good slant
in the eyes. I want darker gyes,
ideally, black noses and black
points, Just the world.

Do you prefer a paratlel plane
head or a down face? Can you talk a
little about eyesel, earset?

That one 1 do not kiow
how to answer. I do want eyes
set obliquely. Ideally, vou have
to go with what is standard, and
they should come in even with
the bottom of the ear, I iy o
get fairly close o that, Like 1
said, I can’t stand to have a
round eve, definitely an almond-
shape eve. I'm not fond of big
cars, That doesn't mean |
haven't had them, I just don't
like them. [ think we are getting
a lot of them. They shouldn't
be really low; some people like
them very high. I want them on




| the side of the head, Those are
the kind of things that are left to
people's opinion. 1 know wha
the standard says; but it Is some-
body's interpretation of the stan-
dard, To be very honest, heads
have not been an important part
of my breeding program.
Length of neck: but not heads.
And a lot of people will tell you,
“I don’t like Garole’s dog’s
head.” That hasn't been some-
thing I have really worked on
until the last few years. I'm siill
not even close to the head 1
want.

Heo serton dare missing feeth?

They are fairly serious, 1
mean, the dog has a hard time
cating without teeth. Incorrect
bites are more important than
missing teeth, 1 don't know of
any Sams with missing teeth,

Hee impravtant i eye color?

It is very important. A
friend of mine breeds a lot of
very cream-colored, buff-colored
dags. and she has come up with
lighter eves on some of her dogs
that have a lot of bull, We have
been starting: to keep track and
going back to some of my alder
dogs: the more bull dogs seem
to have lighter eves. You want
to keep the texture of the coat,
but we would like not to have
the lighter eyes. | do prefer
dark eyes, definitely. Getting
1back 10 my awn dogs, [ have
one back there that 1s lighter-
eyed than [ like, but he's not a
white dog. He's cream, and has
lots of buff. 1 feel the two go
hand-in-hand. 1 prefer dark, but
if they have buff, if they are
cream, 1 will takie the light eve;

If you conld rate the whole dog
on @ foint scale of 1, how: meny
Jf,r.ur':l:ﬂl. e led Yo assiEm fo the head?

Without the head, you don’t
have type. but still at the same
time, theresare 80 manv varia-
tions. [ don’t know. [ would
give it a small percent.

Haw important 15 pigment and
wandd you agree to a dog. that fhad
nitysing rgmiend £

Depends on where they are
missing pigment. [t also
depends on the pedigree. There
have been a few that T have bred
that didn't have, in my opinion,
the best pigment and vet the
pedigree screened pigment.  So,
belore 1 discount that dog as a
non-breeding product, 1 would
have to breed that dog making
sure that | still bred the pigment,
S0; I can't answer that with a
definite yes or no. It would
depend on the pedigree of the

w
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dog. And 1 believe that [ breed
pedigrees, and then dogs. There
are some ouatstanding dogs out
there that I would never breed
to because of the pedigree.
That’s also the same thing with
pigmentation. There are defi-
nitely some lines where the pig:
ment is a problem, Would I
breed to those? No.

How about winter nose?

Do I like it? No. But I hap-
pen to know that [ have a girl
out there that has a winter nose,
and slie got it from.digging holes
with her nose. No, I can’t dis-
count them, they are there and |

just as soon not have them, only

because it is preuy to have a
Samoyed with a black nose. 1
think judges are finally recogniz-
ing that having them is not a
fault, which [ am glad to see,
because it isn't.

What do you Mhink generally
causes 17

Digging with their noses; my
dogs do a lot of yoodng,  His is
caused by the saliva, T do my
own tattooing of most of my
dogs on the stomach. He's
always had a liver nose, which I
hated, When I did his belly, it
immediately turned liver. There
is something in the chemistry
that he has a liver nose. RC has
the lighter eyes, dark, and when
I tattoocd him, he stayed dark.
50 I have ne idea other than
mavbe with some dogs it's
chemistry, and with other dogs
that live in the snow, it's deli
nitely & winter nose,

What showld the relation of the
chest depth be to the rest of the dos?

The depth should definitely
come at least to the elbow,
preferably below the elbow, but
it should also have good brisket.

Do you feel that most dogs do
come fo the elbome?

I would say a lot don't. 1
think more people are concen-
trating on the depth of the chest,
and are not worried ‘about the
front of the chest or the brisket.
That is a hard question to
answer because 1 haven't felt
most of the dogs, so 1 don’t
know,

Has of been your experience that
cod &5-very impordand fo winting
the ring?

Definitely. That's a visible
thing, When the judge is sitting
there and looking at all the dogs,
he can pomt and sav that dog is
fully coated. Or that dog has a
lot of coat, or that dog has no
coat. And he doesn’t have to
think beyond that. Yes, I do
believe it is'a very imporeant fac-
EOT.

What colars af coat do you prefer,
arid do you think all colors should be
o :‘t:.ﬁl!c’n" #

Are you asking an Akita
question or are you asking a
Sam question? Needless to say,
[ have (obviously, showing as
long as I have) a driving desire
to win, and o win 99.9 percent
of the time you need a white
coat. [ like having some bull on
the dog. but again, white wins
far more than buff, I have both.

Cheanee, T
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[ have a buff dog and a fairly
white dog; in fact he is very
white when he is clean. It's
hard, I always want to have
some buff, because bufl gives us
our pigment. If you have an all-
white dog. he is usually a flat,
white dog. There are a few lines
that have bred for allowhite and
their dogs are flat. 1 want to
have silver tips on the end, so |
want to keep the buff in there.

So yonr ahservation o that, all
elie being equal, the wihite wil! Zoup
before the others?

Oh, definitely,

What i an ideal front; a 45-
degree angle layback of showlder wwith
eurrﬂymuc;‘ing leeyback of upper arm or
a more moderate front?

Farty-five degree has been
discussed mary, many tmes in
articles, and people feel that is
oo much. It's in the standard.
It depends on the imerpretation,
I do believe that the upper arm
and the layback should be equal.
You have better movement
when vou have that, and the
dag can go for much longer
when he has that. But |
wouldn't say it has to bic a 45-
degree angle. But 1 also don't
want a straight up-and-down -
then yvou have a short neck. It
should be equal and not straight
up-and-down.

What abont the coup dropoff?
Whaat s the seleal?

Again, the standard says we
should have just a slight drop-
off. When vou have a steep
one, you have a tail that doesn't




come up right, or when it does,
it's really ughtly curled, If it's
flat, then it's too pushed, and it
has to do wath the structure in
‘the rear. You want to have just
a slight, slanted croup with a
nice slink of line, then vou are
going to have a nice sidegait -
then you are going to have a
very powerful dog.

Can you describe the correct
fopline, and do you think that’s func-
fromadd o for be caify?

Oh, the topline is very
important; it should be flat with
a slight curve for the croup. A
dog with a weak back can't do
his job, whether it's hurting, or
for any length of tme, he can't
do it. Almast any dog that has a
weak back can maybe do it fora
short time; but for an excended
lf:ﬂgth of time he needs that
back, he needs the muscles in his
back to do the job. I think he
would get tred if the rear were
too high: that means he would
be pushing down on the front
end if it were slanted, [ think
then he would put too much
power m the rear; then the fromt
doesn't take it. No, [ think it is
Very Important.

What s the tdeal height of a dog
anid o bigeh ¥

Now we are getting into the
politically correct. I want mine
to be at the very top. [ personal-
ly would like to sce a Samoyed
that, when out with the group, is
a bigger dog. Pardcularly now
that the American Eskimo has
come into the picture. [ do feel
that a Samoyed that is small. at
the bottom of our standard, is
going to have a hard time
pulling in the deep snow. We
zo through cyeles where we
have big dogs. then really small
dogs, and I'm not overly fond of
small. T have a few. Butif
someone were to say, “What do
you want t change?” I'd give
them-a little bit more. 1 like a
good-sized bitch and a good-
sized dog,

What s the idea! tal length aned
set, and wiy? -

I want a nice, long tail, Ide-
ally, I want it to be very long. 1
want it to go-at least down to the
hock, and I want it to go a linle
bit further with lots of plume,
Set, I would rather have a
tighter tail than a looser tail.
Neither one are correct, but
that’s what most people want in
order to see through when the
tail comes up. I've owned a few
like that, and the problem is
when they get in the ring, the
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tail stavs up and goes down
according to the mood ar the
moment. Or relaxes to the
mood at the moment.. [ want a
tail that I know is always up
there, which requires a lictle bat
of a ught tail, which is incorrect,

Hoy abont an wdeal foot? Do

youe think a dog ceith bad feet should

e wsed?

Again, winning - obviously,
most of your judges want cat
feer. Tt's not correct; it's very
incorrect, but T would be willing
to bet that the majority of peaple
don't even know what a hare
foor looks like. Because if vou
look around, the majority of
them have cat feet or trim them
to have cat feer. But they
should have a hare foor. 1
would like to have a hare foot,
but I ean el you they are not
roing o win as much as a cat
vot,  Most people groom them

for cat feet because they want
the dog to be up on his feet.
Most of my dogs have hare feer,
but they aren’t groonmed that
way,

Would you like to aéld anything
miee about te frcranens i

I just think it is super impor-
tant,

What do you think are sonte of

the most serioss : Jaults tn the breed
today?

Temperament. We have
[very, very narrow fronts, [ have
some, o, It's something thar s
going clear across the country,

Anothier serious’ fault 18 lack of |

bone, particularly on the West
Coast, I haven't done-a lot of
traveling, but lack of bone is
becoming very serious. Peaple
are breeding and they are not
reading the standdrd. This is
supposed to be a largeboned
dog. A lot of peaple are not
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breeding for the large bone, they
want a small-boned dog with
lots of leg hair. The other thing
is fronts. They are very, very
narrow. This is not a racing
dog: this is not a Siberian
Husky. This is a Samoyed that
is used for pulling, he's used for
herding, he's used for a multi-
tude of things. 50 a narrow
front or a narrow body doesn't
work in this’ breed - it
shouldn't,

Do yome think the standard 15 a
g?.#)(f ane, &5 there H'J{".‘!x‘ill.r!l;-:_:wr wanld
ithe fo see rﬁrﬂlJ;__”(’rf?

Yes, it is a very good one,
Taking out the whiskers things
was-a bit ridiculous. But it is a
good one, because it tells vou
how the dog should move; tells
vou ideally whar the dog should
look like, If vou try and adjust
it to fit evervbody's whim, vou
are destroying the blueprint,

Ch. Crita’s One Step Beyond, “Steph, " Group placing bitch,




That's what the standard i5. It's
4 blueprint.

Do you Monk champnons shoechd
he gjmm"ruf*

They all can’t be specialed.
[ don't think all champions
should be bred. I'would say out
ol ten dogs that finish their
championship, you're lucky if
vou have onc that should be
specialed. Ninety percent of the
dogs that finish should never
walk in a specials mﬂm

Duoes making the Tap Ten or
Trwenty mean anylhing fo you ?

No, To gve vou an exam-
ple, I had a long-time friend. a
Sammy breeder, offer to buy
RC and put him on the mat. |
said no. They asked why, I
said, “Because he is what I have
heen breeding for at this peint in
miy life. and whether he makes
number one dog isn't important
o me. He has to make me
happy for being a dog belore
anything else.” If | am satisfied
with him and he doesn’t make
number one, oh well, All num-
ber oné does these davs is ell
people vou have maoney, That's
all.

Do you think popudarization will
Jre .':,i,l o dirm the breed?

It will harm it big tme, Dol
think it will ever get there? No.
Evervone 15 going to American
Eskimos.

Do you think most judging i fair,
artil & there auything that can be dane
fo .'.I.'[Jf.'i'n'?_"!.' i ’

I do believe very srongly it
15 fair in the classes, Judges real-
Iy trv. The spedials ring, no. it's
not fair. Can there be anything
done to improve t? Yes, get rid
of all the magazines, or don't let
the judges subscribe to them,
one or the ather. Dog showing
is an ego wip for the |u(|4-’l'.'. the
handler and the owner. In spe-
clals, it's a mulh‘ different game
than mn the ¢

i r.-.;;.|'.-|r_|.r:-r; rm’.‘m show wnder a
breeder-uclze or an all breed judge,
anel iy ?

There are advantages to
both. Breeder-judges (when 1
went under them) were an
honor: they've awarded me a
win or g placement and 1 was
ffattered. An all breed judge, at
an all breed show, il he 18 used
to judging our lJrrC i [ don't
know if T can say it's a LUITIP-]'
ment, but sometimes it's fair.
Needless o say, we all have our
certain judges we like to show
ungder, but with specialues, I like
to show under breeder-judges. 1
really do. A lot of people don’t,

The Samayed Quarterly

[ like to show under the breeder-
judges because I believe they
give voua fair judging. Usually
at specialties they do. Some of
them don't. - Agam. n the spe-
cials ving it's a totally different
game. In the Breed ning and in
the classes, I think they really do
uy,

Do you think pear Judging is
move nffen o result nf ';Jr,-fr}'_-'.:'_\ oo i
becawse the judges don't know the
breecl?

Both. Usually judges have a
mentor, which may be one per-
son. They get one person s
opinion, and we all differ in Bttle
ways. 1 do think it is palitical in
the Breed ring. I guess the
biggest problem 1 see 15 that our
breed has changed drastically in

SO many ways,
Does  advertising  influence
Judges?

Very definitely, and that is
nat pr:]mmllv correct.  Again, it
is an cgo trip. The judge likes to
see his picture out theré, And if

Ch. Sasstllie s Take Your Chances.

vou take a judge who doesn't
know a standard really well, the
breed s all right butit's not one
of his favorite breeds. if “Joe
Blow™ has picked the dog up
and advertsed about it and he
knows and likes “Joe Blow™ and
thinks "Joe Blow” knows dogs,
then that must be the dog to put
up, | don't know if 1t 15 done
purposely but it is very definite-
ly done.

I this sohere yoter slatesiend omiues
frome afoit getting vid of the magaie
ar il .":'F.fmg l'.&t‘.flui!gh\ stibseribe fo
then, & that from the advertising?

Yes, definitely. I mean there
are some magazines where that's
all they have. The breeds have
truly gone downhill, and it's not
just my breed, it's other breeds.
They have lost a ot because of
the advertising and what the
judges put up. When you con-
sider the majority of -:lng people
showing dogs are in a breed
from three to five vears, in that
three to five vears, they have o
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be influenced by somebody.
Generally, it's 5 whether !.hf_'\ WII
or lose, and if they can't win
with a very correct dog. then
they are going to oy o win with
a very mmcorrect dog that is
advertsed all the ume.

Do you think it & ethical to
relotich adverfising plotos

No. I it being done? All
the ome.

D you atways show your oun
dogs?

No, den't. Tam a handler,
and 1 went o handling just
because I love to show, Often-
times I will put my dogs in Bred-
by so [ can finish them, buu if 1
don't or can’t; I often take peo-
F‘l-‘- wha are J1hl sl.arl.mg and
want to learn how to handle,
Sometimes it 15 even clients.
They want to learn, so [ give
them one of my dogs; in fact, 1
can think of several of my dogs
that have been finished by peo-
ple I now consider very good
handlers in the breed. And they



started oftentimes with my dogs,

Right now, 1 am starting
with another gal who wants to
become a handler - that is her
dream, and so she is specializing
my two specials, I'm getang a
lile old to run around that ring
a dozen umes. No, I don't use
the handlers that much because
I handle.

Have you handled for other Jrew-
Ple s a favor or professionally?

Both. If someone can't
afford to have a handler or can’t
do the dog justice, I've done tha
several times. I'm also one of
those that if somebody brings a
dog that needs trimming - |
can’t tell you how many times [
have trimmed and groomed my
competition. I think that is my
job.

How da you tram pupiies, and
at what age?

[ start them from the whelp:
ing box by picking them up and
loving them: Formal training,
usually don't stare leash break-
ing them until around ten weeks
on a Flexi Lead. ThenTgotoa
regular lead, 1 also do cach one
dilferently because of, once
again, the personality of the dog.
I find as I'm geuting older I'm
very much a softy, which I
didn’t used ro be atall. Tused to
have very rigid standards thac
they had to be wrained by: They
usually were mained by the time
they were three or four months
old, But as I have gouen older,
I'm much easier. Somctimes
they don't even get formal train-
ing until they walk in the ring,

Do you attend furk matches or
training clasier

I used to have training class-
es, but I don't anymore. I there
are fun matches at the dog
shows, sometimes I'll go. 1 usu-
ally go to a Sammy special, a
specialty fun match, and that's
only once a vear.

you-believe e obedience: trat-
mg?

I believe very strongly in it
It is wery important and 1 feel it
gives, besides the dog training, a
connection with the dog.  They
begin to understand how the
dog thinks, how he acts.

Have you eer dome any tracking

o ag{Ja'{\-?

No, but I would really like
to do agility. I have started to
train my Akita for obedience,
hoping that he will go into agili-
ty. Lreally want to try agility. I
looks like fun, it's not formal.

Howe intelligent do you feel this
drreed i tn comparisen to obher breeds?

Tie Samoyed Quarterly

It is'very intelligent. The
problem is it does too much
thinking. They're really quick
to learn your weak points and
strong poinis. My dogs know
exactly when I'm angry and
they bewer behave, They also
know when I'm going to give
them a mile, even though 1 yell
at them a half-dozen times. [ do
believe they are extremely intel-
ligent. Olten times we are the
dumb ones:

Lo you think it i appropriate fo
take a dog anyhere off-lead?

No. I do it more than 1
should with dogs I feel I can
trust. But even the dogs [ feel I
can trust occasionally will take
off. And just because I enjoy
having them at me, doesn't
mean evervbody else does.
Also, often when you take vour
dog off-lead you are not by
yoursell. There are other peo-
ple around and maybe they
don't want your dog in their
face,

Huow dmpartant is training lo

Ch. Bearestome s Thief Banidit,

winnng i conformetion ?

Training is very important.
Formal training, obedience train-
ing. I.don’t think those are
important. But training - walk-
ing on lead, knowing how 1o
bait — is important. In fact, vight
now there 15.a dog that is over a
vear ald, and I have mied for a
long time for the owners to
bring the dog here so 1 can work
with him, E:[c' is so spoiled, he
deesn't dé anything he is sup-
posed o do.

Do you think a shy ar aggressive
dog can be corrected woith traning?

It depends on why he is shy
or aggressive. If he is shy or
aggressive for inherited reasons,
no. If he is shy or aggressive
because something has hap-
pened to him, ves,

D you think hendlers should be
tised, and does a big-name hanedler
helfy the dog to win?

They do in the speaals ring.
In the classeés, no. If a person
knows how to handle their
breed, they have a good chance,
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I don't only handle Samoyeds,
but they're a big part in what 1
handle, I handle all breeds, but
on & very limited basis. I you
know how 1o present the dog. in
general those handlers who have
come up in vour breed know
how to handle your breed.
There isn't a blanket way to
handle: The biggest problem
with all breed handlers is thar
they handle each breed the same
way. - I don't think they can win
as often as somebody who han-
dles your breed and does a good

job

Can you giwe some sheafic adoice
fo owmers who tvould fke fo hendie
their uen dog?

Personally, 1 would sugpest
they get a video camera and
have somebody videotape them,
Videotape somebody whe you
think does a very nice job of
handling. Don't just stick to
Samoyeds, but definitely do
Samoyeds, Learn to be realistic
about yvour dog's faults: his pros
and his cons, Have a big mirror




and stack the dog. Look w see
what he looks like. And prac-
tice. Don't practice with just
one dog. but practice with sever-
al dogs.

Have you done any sledding,
pulling, or ferding?

P've done herding, 1 haven't
done any sledding; too much
work. Weight pulling; no, I
haven't. I won't do weight
pulling because 1 don't do it on
a regular basis, and 1 believe we
shouldn’t put the dogs through
weight pulling once or twice a
year. I think they should even-
tually he worked up to it, and 1
just think it is wrong,

Can you talk a little bit aboiit the
hevding that you fave done?

[ haven't done a lot of train-
ing in herding. We wied to get
a group together to learn how o
make our dogs herd. I encour-
age my other people who have
tme to do it. 've done it at
Mission Cireuit, or if 1 have an
opportunity to do it somewhere
-:En:, that's where T'll do i, T've
never had any formal training,

Do you feel a breed should do
sohat if was bred for?

Yes, I do. Do I think it
should do it well? Not necessar-
ily. But they should have some
basic instinets,

You have tramed your dogs; but
what fave the dogs taught you?

They seldom can be depend-
ed upon. They have humbled
me many times. They have
been my best friends. When I
have cried they made me laugh.
They have Laufht mea lot.

Do you do breedings ar consider
pups with obedience performers in
mune, o do you feel most dog from

any line would do firie tn obedience if

grven corred framing?

Do I consider ineelligence
when I'm breeding? Yes. Ido
believe if someone knows how
to train a dog, almost any dog
can be trained if you have the
patience and the knowledge.
When I was giving training
classes, and 1 did for severa
years, I always ended it with the
conment, I have yet o meet a
stupid dog but I have met many
a stupid trainer.” [ firmly
believe that any dog can learn;
obviously there are some more
intelligent than others.

Do you think there ts an age that
15 o young fo do obeience work with
i iy ?

It depends on what you con-
sider real obedience. If you con-
sider it when they are very
young, don't make it strict and

The Sanioyed Chagrierly

don't expect perfection, there is
no problem starting them
between eight to ten weeks with
little things. I know several peo-
ple who are into obedience who
do that. For formal training,
where you really get out and
work them, four months is the
minimal age. I really prefer
Sammys to be started at least
from six to seven months
depending on how bad they are.

What obedience method do you
prachee?

I have, through the years.
used the Bill Koehler method,
which is correction and praise.
That is not politieally correet
anymore. The clicker method
has become very popular; there

ST -OF: BREED
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Probably the easiest 15 heel-
ing; hardest s precision. Every
exercise has its hard parts, but
making it like they want it in
ahedience, which 1s precision,
that's probably the hardest.

Do you have u particularly funmy
or perhaps embarrassing story about
onte: of your dogs in obedience?

My first Samoyed, Willie,
when 1 was doing Open with
him, he made two legs - one
was 196 and the other was 197 -
and then he blew fifteen shows,
The only way I could get him to
work, which was suggested by
my instructor, was one week
prior 1o him being shown not to
feed him, but let my husband
feed him. Not touch him, talk

O Sassillie's Chanee of u Lifetime, “Colt.”

are several other ways that have
become very popular. 1 still
believe in the Kochler method.
I have incorporated several
other methods in my training,
but I still basically believe in this
one,

Which el of obedience did you
enjfuy the most?

I did enjoy Novice, 1 really
enjoyed Open; 1 enjoyed Utdlity
a lot, but without a good basic
Novice, vou can't do either one
of those,

Do you think mielligent breeds
are easily bored with Novee exereties?

Yes, very definitely, particu-
larly Sammys. They are bored
very quickly if you don’t get owt
there and throw them for a loop.

What exercise do you _find the
hardest to teach te most dags and
wihal it the easiest?

to him, or do anything with
him. Totally ignore this dog for
a week. Which [did. T eried a
lot. He came out with 19%5.
The high dog of the night.

That's why he suggested 1
shouldn’t do Utility with him.
And I never did, That to me
shows intelligence. No two
ShO\‘l"S Were T.E'I.t same. Hﬂ did
naot goof them doing the same
thing. That proved to me that
they are extremely intelligent, 1
just had to out-think him.

How many degrees have you frt
on your dogs?

Have I counted? ['ve done
it through UD but I don’t know
how many dogs I have put
through. gdant know. That
was several years ago.

You don't still do ofedience class-
ei?
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Na, I quit that about ten
VEArs ago.

What do you do about a slafify
sit?

With my Akita [ just
straighten it. 1 never let him
stop sloppy; we never quit until
it's straight. 1 reach down and
slap his buu: 1 correct it.

Hoty db yiu correct @ dog that
coings very slow on the recall?

I had one thar did that. I
took off and ran, and that dog
freaked. He came running,
“Maom, you are leaving me!”
From then on he never did a
slow recall.

Wanld you shoze conformation
and obedience al the same time?

No.

Are there any problem or pitfalls?

No, there isn't really. When
I first got started in this game
that's what [ did. Buc I prefer to
do my obedience at obedience
shows. The obedience people
are far more considerate than
the show people. There isa
camaraderie, Anybody who has
shown in obedience and wained
in obedience, if your dog fails, if
it does something wrong, they
feel sorry for you, Conforma-
tion people, on the whole, are
kind of rude and obnexious, 1
don’t think there 15 a problem
with the dogs, there is a problem
with the peaple.

Have you ever attended any
nartigial competifions, like Gatnes?

I have been asked a couple
times, but no,

You got a wear perfect seore with
arte o Jour dogs, have you ever gotten
i prerfeet 200 seore?

No, just 199.5!

Hiiwe you ever had any Highs
Tiial?

Yep, he did that might! He
dctually has had a couple of
them. But that's the one I
remember,

How do you feel aboul run-gffi?

They are fun. I haven’t
shown in obedience for vears,
and I understand that now they
are very deadly - but when
was showing they weren't.

Do you think frainability &5 due
to intelligence or atfitude o the dog?

Again, I don't think there is
a dumb dog out there. Train-
ability has to do with the person
who is training more than the
dog. If the person has a good
attitude, and can train the dog
and does it consistently, you can
have a phenomenal working
dog. But generally speaking,
people don't,

Are your breedings natural or



cotfridled ?

Controlled.

How do you help the mating
aleimgr?

My fiest Samoyved. Willie,
did natural; he did it all. The
problem is he picked the bitches
he wanted to breed. 1f it was a
particularly difficult bitch, I
never did get a breeding. 1
decided at that time. that it

became very important for me,

to control them. So from day
onc I control my breedings by
actually training the stwd dog 1o
allow me o help. T dan't want
my males mjured and somedmes
the bitch is a bitch, but vou stll
want the breeding,

What is a fair stud foe, and do
you think it should be the same for
Jroven ar smproven dogy, regardlecs of
filles?

No, it should be the same,
Also, if they have a lot of
expenses, shipping and things, |
sometimes will reduce the stud
fee for them: | don't breed for
everybody who comes along
and says they want to use my
dog. Stud fees are 50 variant
depending on where you are in
the country.

Are your males ab stud to outside
bitehes?

I generally want to know
why they are breeding their
bitch to my dog: what thev
expect to get, and I try to be
very honest about what they
produce, Sometimes people
think when I'm being honest F’m
not telling all the wuth, because 1
go the other direction. [ want
them to know all the pros and
cons of what my dog can do for
them and what he can't,

Have you ever refised 1o service
et Biteht, and wihy?

Yes, several, because of lack
of quality that should never
have been bred. That's exactly
what I recommended to the peo:
ple. Don't even consider breed-
ing, If you want to breed, go
and buy yourself a good bitch,
The ather ones I have said “no”
to because I felt the pedigree
wouldn't do well with my dog’s
pedigree. Idirect them else-
where. I have loads of pedi-
grees, and [ have sat down with
someone who has come to me
for stud service and recormmend-
ed someone else. 1 would tell
them my pedigree wouldn't
work, but this other pedigree
would work better,

Would you breed i a dog with o
very serions fault i i were outstand-
ang i other areas?

The Samayedd Chaaarterly

Ch. Sasaflio’s Best Onme Yei, "Kobe, " al thivteen months, 1997,

Depends on the serious fault
and the pedigree. If I don't
know the pedigree, no way. But
I probably wouldn't breed to
them anyway.

Wheat fauits wauld heep you from
breeding?

Bad movement; that's done
it more times than 1 care to say,
Really light in hone; that's
because my dogs don't help,
they can't help. Most of them
because of structure problems,
IF'l see a structure problem or if
the eyes are blue, or if they
don't have any pigmentation, no
I 'won't breed.

Have you hancdied meany mai-
ings?

I've handled all of my dogs,
and T have handled several for
other peaple.

&5 it @ good idea fo breed 1o the
fop winping dog regardless of the
predigree?

Yo. I would never use that
as @ eriterion.  That's not even
in my considerations.

Hro many litters do you think a
buteh should have, and what i the
youngest and the oldest you would
b:rcj?

The youngest I ever bred
was cighteen. months. [ get a liv-
tle squeamish at six or seven,
The most my bitches have ever
had were two litters, but [ don't
sec anything wrong with three.
I don’t think they should be
bred every other season or
every season — definitely not.

Do you help your bitches whelp?

Yes, I'm nght in the whelp-

ing box with them. If they don'’t
wiant me in the whelping box,
then I'm sitting right outside the
whelping box.

)in.' you sapplement feed very
Yo I{r{ipp;'m?

nly if they need it. I do
more supplementing of momma,
50 that momma can naturally
feed them,

What do you supplement her
with?

She gets milk, cottage
cheese; yogurt, vitamins, any-
thing her little heart desires.

lff’&w wnlel you supplement feed
:f:.z; Prppies with if you felt vou had
fior s

Goat's milk works really
well. By three weeks, if I've had
to supplement, I start them on
pabulum. In my many years
I've been very lucky. I've only
had te supplement one or two
litters. It's usually goat’s milk,
¢gg yolks: that kind of thing,

Do you tube feed or bottle fred?

Bottle, I hate to tube feed.
I'm scared to death that I'm
going to kill the baby.

Do youe wwean the pupies yourself’

ar do you et the biteh oo 87

I pretey much let the bitch
doit, but I start cutting back on
her food., Then she cuts back
on the manufacturing of milk,
and I feed the puppies. Between
the two, they dan't require as
much, If she hasn't gouen seri-
ous about it by six or seven
weeks, then [ doit. But I would
prefer that she did it.

At what age do you evaliate your
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o ten weeks,

puppice for fel or shete qualitics, and
wihat do you leok for?

Of my own litters, they start
from day one, [ write downina
book what [ see and observe.
Puppies that I take for stud fee,
which I don’t very often, the
carliest I want to miake a deci-
sion is eight weeks. although [
start looking at them at five
weeks and every week from
then an. I would prefer ten
weeks would be the week 1
make a decision. That 1zn't
always optimum, because most
people want o get rid of them
by eight weeks. But I don't
think you see a front unul close
But my own, I
start from day one. Through
the vears | have gowen a feel for
my own; what's going to go and
what isn't.

Do yowe el ?

Cull by killing, no. I T have
cleft i;m!ama. ves T would.

Vhat do show puppes go for?

[ vary my price of show
puppies, If I end up selling my
pick show puppy. | usually put
strings on it: I want a puEpy
back or something like that
They start-at $700 up to $800 or
$900. I depends on the person
who is buying the puppy, what
they are going to do with the
puppy. how well 1 know them,
and whether they can afford it
Oftentimes 1 have almost given
away my pick puppy to some-
onc who wants to show, and
were willing 1o give me some-
thing back. I'm net in this for
the money. I'min it for the dog,

Dﬂ_}'“” .'IE"# .ﬁ”ﬂt’ﬁ}ﬂt’.‘ o ferms or

Jor cash?

Both.

Lo you sell pet puppies with
iy metter agrecmends!

Yes, and I put them on limit-
ed registration. That's the best
thing AKC ever came up with,
Every pet puppy that leaves
here has spay/neuter in the con
tract. I'm also aware that some
of them I will never see again,
but I do know that [ can control
whether they can register a litter
or not, and they are sold unlim-
ied.

What age do vou place them in
e mew home?

The very earliest is cight
weeks. 1 preler to wait unol ten,
but there arc several books out
on animal behavior that believe
six to cight weeks is the ideal
age (o pul a puppy in its new
home. I don't happen to agree
with that, so I vy and push it to
as close to ten weeks as I possi-



bly can. But none below eight
weeks.

Do yor have a particdarly sad,
fuinny or sirange whelping that you
ever st moon?

Well, [ have a sad one. My
very first litter, the bitch was
having her first litter, and 1 was
naive, She got all the puppies
whelped. She was having a
rough time, and [ believed peo-
ple saying, “Oh, they will do it
naturally.™ I sat with her
through all the puppies, then she
went for the placenta and started
devouring her puppies. We
never bred her again, and T had
her spayed.

Another time when I was
with my first husband, the bitch
started whelping while he had
company, They were playing
cards, and [, of course, stayed in
the bedroom. He had ordered
pizza; | guess 1 had made him
totally sick. 1 had the pizea. but
he didn't think that was so nice.

What do you_feed your dogs?

Thev get dried dog food,
cottage cheese, yogurt, fish oil
arid vitamins.

Do you: think diet is very tmpor-
Lant nveising: this breed?

It is important in every
breed, just as it is with us. It’s
very important,

What are some of the sufplements
o wse ?

# Fish oil for coats. Also,
some canned food depending on
how finicky the eater is, and
generally that’s just males,

D you conclition your dogs?

Yes., I run them next to the
car. | go and find a dirt road on
Camp Pendleton, Once they hit
wwo, or close o two, they run
three to four miles a day at a
‘gait, I had bought a treadmill;

Lbut my dogs didn't enjoy it as

much as they do next to the car.
I take them a minimum three,
four, or five tmes a week. Even
this one does it. A mile-and-a-
half at night. He loves it. 1
firmby believe that is what has
kept him acting as young as he
is. He's an old dog. He's ten
and a half. But I do feel keeping
him in condinon is the reason he
gets around so well,

How much groomtng has do be
dane?

I take them out once a week
and blow them out with my
blow-dryer. I have a big blower,
and I do blow them out to get
the dirt out of their coats. 1
don't comb them as often as I
should, T think the person who
doesn't blow them out has to
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groom them at least once 4
week, Blowing them out hel
gee rid of the dirt down to the
skin,

Do you have any favorite groo-
tiagr prrocucts or toolss

A good comb; a good sham-
pod. I happen to use “First in
Line,” a fairly new product, and
I really like what it does. I'm
using a comb more and more,
even over pin brushes. T like the
look and getting down there,
and I use the dryer all of the
tme. The dryer does not give
off hot air, just a powerful shoot
of air.

How and where shonld these
dogi be sciisored, and do you frim
wrhtthers?

Wecan't.: That 15 one thing
I think is stupid in the standard,
I used to if the dog had a broad
head. 1 scissor the hocks and
feet. Tl never forger Marilyn
Gitelson, whe 1s a judge now.
We were talking about dogs and
grooming, and [ loved her
phrase, she likes the “neat in a
dog.” And that's exactly what
rrimming feet and hocks does.
It neatens the dog. This s a dog
show; 1t’s a beauty contest, and
if the dog doesn’t look tailored
then he shouldn't be out there.

How o you kennel your dogs?
W hat & your set-up like?

I only have four runs. Nine-
ty percent of the ime the dogs
are loose when 1 am at home,
They are kenneled when I'm
not at home, and that 15 basical-
ly for their protection and to
save my frees, 1 can't tell vou
heow many times [ have réplant-
ed trees. But I really like to
have the dogs loose. [ have four
kennels there, four kennels in
the garage and [ have four exer-
cise 'yan:t; out in the yvard. Gen-
crally, they are all running free.

So you feel adull males and
[fertaales can be kept together?

Except when they are in sca-
som. 1 don't put this one with
the Akita and RC because he
feels very threatened. He feels
he lasing his “op dog” status
because of his age, which 1s nor-
mal, But I keep the Akita and
RC wgether when I'm here all
the ime: They play together, 1
just don't put him with them.
He likes to get in with RC, bt
he likes to tell him where he
belongs on the totem pole, 1
firmly do believe in the pack
syndrome. There is a "top dog”
and they work down from there.

What advice would you give I
breeders wha are just starfing out?

Talk to several people, get
input from them. [ean’t empha-
size that enough. 1 think people
generally find one or two people
and they listen to them. Read
all they can and don't be so
quick to breed. [ really believe
that AKC does the dogs more
harm-than good because they
insist on the dog being shown, 1
think the horse people have it
absolutely right — unless it hap-
pens toa superior animal, it is
better o geld it, or in our
instance, spay or neuter them.
A lot of people say, "Oh, that
dog isn't that great, but he's
good and he will finish.” And a
lot of people believe once they
have finished the dog, it should
be bred. 1 don't think so.
There are a lotof dogs out there
that should never be bred that
are champions. [ think people
Jump into breeding oo soon.

Dy think they should go to-a
henmel with big winners to parchase a
pup?

Again, they neéd o alk o
several people. Look at dogs,
determine the type they like.
Generally speaking, new people
usually don't buy their first dog
thinking they want to be a show
person. They buy their first dog
because they want a cute, fluffy
puppy. or they wanted a
Samoyed and the breeder said,
“Well, this is my pick or my sec:
ond pick and it has to be
shown." And that is how they
get into the dog show,

Are there kennels that you consid-
er to be the best today?

There are several outstand-
ing kennels out there, I don’
think that any one is the best
They have mice dogs, They
have been influenual in the
breed.

Wanid you recommend foining the
focal breed dlub, mational breed b
el all breed b ?

I feel you should belong to
all three. You learn more. You
learn about your breed in the
local ¢lub and the national club.
But from the all breed club you
get perspective. To be good at
what you do. you need to be
part of all three.

Do you feel the pavent cleb is
daing enough to edueate fudges and
mew members?

I think they are doing all
they can; it is an overwhelming

job. Tdon't think they are doing

cnough, but I think they are
doing all they can.

Is there an AKC widen for the
freed ?

Yes.

s 1t @ good one?

[ think it is. I've seen it. 1
have it. | know some of the
thogs. That's where the big rub
comes in. Somebody recognizes
a dog and feel that their dog
should have been on . 1 think
they did a good job at picking
dogs. We were supposed to be
part of it, but weren’t. There
are some dogs that do better
than some of the dogs they
chose, but there is no way they
can know every dog in the
country.

Iy there adequate liferature, books

Ch. RC Saxalfie,
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and magazines gvailable on (his
breed?

We could always use more,
but there is a lot out there.

Do you have any more fiwny or
inderesting stories about your dogs or
experiences?

I've had several dog show
experiences. A very good friend
and I always used to go to dog
‘shows even before it was the fad
to go to them, We would #o in
a camper (we couldn't afford
motels}, but we wanted to go all
the of the ame. We were going
o go to Arizona one vear and
she had gowen an éoverhead
camper. Her husband was call-
ir}lg to us as we were pulling out,
“Don't go under any low hang-
ing bridges.” We laughed and
said okay., We headed to the
dog show. A friend at the dog
show invited us over to her
motel after the show to use the
shower, since we didn't have
one in the camper. So we said
okay. So, we drove right under-
neath the overhang of the morel,
and there went the camper right

off the truck, And of course my
friend just panicked at what her
husband was going to say. I'll
never forger that, To this day,
whenever 1 go under a low
bridge, I kind of duck.

icnmhcr time | went to a
National Specialty with her, and
I had broken my ankle at a
Santa Barbara dog show show-
ing “Tracer.” I went around the
ring and stepped in a hole.
They rushed me to the hospital
and xrayed my ankle afier the
Group - I would not allow them
to do it before the Group. My
ankle was so swollen they
couldn’t tell if it was broken, but
mr doctor gave me some pain
pills. 'We went to a dog show
up in Washington and [ showed

six dogs. I was in a lot uf‘rajn
but I showed every one of them

-and won. We had so much fun.

Generally speaking, dog show
people are a lot of fun, tside
of the ring we have a lot of Fun.
Haw ling have you been at this
loeation ?
I've lived in this house

approximately seven years,

Wy did you move fere?

It’s a house I could afford.
I've always rented but [ never
stayed very long, I finally decid-
ed to become a little hie more
stable. T bought this house; my
folks helped me. All it had was
one tree in the backyard. T've
done all the fence building and
run building. I've had some
help, but 90 percent of it [ did
mysell.

Are you o have you ever been
merrrieed?

Twice, and right now I'm
not.married. _

What do you do for @ fiving?

Right now I waork nb;n%amp
Pendleton for a group of
lawyers. I'm a budger analyst
and office manager.

What type of education do you
have?

I have a couple years of col-
lege but I never got a degree.

How have dogs affected your
fifestyle?

Totally, they overrun it
Truly, I can’t even go on vaca-
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tion without taking a dog. They
have become such a big part of
my life. Yes, I would like to get
married again, or at least have a
social life. But that person
would definitely have 1o like
dogs, much more than my last
two husbands,

What are the benefits of being in
¢

I have met some of the neatr-
est people, absolutely. No doubt
about it, my best friends are in
dogs. I think [ have met some
fantastic people; whether 1 agree
with them all the time is immate-
nral.

dings

What are the drawbacks of

berng in dogs?

o social life outside of
them. That's basically it. They
pretty much run my life.

T it been worth 12

Yes, it really has. The neat-
est part about my dogs is no
mitter what [ do, they stll love
me.

Thank you_fir your time.

You're welcome,




