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Part 11

This intervteny was conducted at the
home of Wiina Coulter in January of 1992 by
Debbi Sencenbaugh,

Has your experience been that the bitchy
bitehes are the best show girls?

Our Gainesborough was very
showy. With our old Czar, we never
had to bait. Their cars and tails were
always up. We never even used bait
with them because they were just natu-
ral. With Alexis, it might be better if
we didn't becanse she i1s going to grab
that food and take your whole hand!
{langhter) Alexis will absolutely bait to
rmu' hand and you don't need any with
rer and if you de, you use it sparingly.
She doesn't care and she will bait to
anything. Now Chelsea just didn’t care
about shows that much. She loved to
go but she would just as soon stay out-
side the ring. Not Alexds; she wants to
get in there.

Star and Yeti traveled together and
often one would take the Breed and the
other Best of Opposite. On the Oregon
circuit when Janet Reollins, Jo Geletich
and mysell were all together travelin
that circuit, in Klamath Falls Star hag
taken the Breed and Yetu BOS; and in
Medford, it was just the epposite and
Yeti took the Breed and Star BOS.
There we are in a Group out on that
big expanse of lawn with Star and all of
a sudden she got a look at Yeti in that
ring, and she was so mad she started
barking her head off at him. While we
were watching the Group, I had to face
heraway. (laughter) She wanted to be
in there. Then a man with a camera
came up and was taking pictures of
some dog in the Working Group and
Star, with her back to the Group, saw
him taking pictures and barked at him
until he took her picture and he knew
that’s what she wanted. {laughter) She
was another one that you could put her
at ringside with you and she'd watch
every single thing that was going on,
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Left toright: Ch. Sho-off's Cear, Ch. Sho-off’s Dorok, Ch. Dorka with Wila Coulter.
Painting by Elizaheth Mihabyi, 1967,

Whiteeliff's Progressive Jazz, Sebas-
tians brother and Algcrjds' son, Pat
Enslen now has. Pat is so entranced
with him that she is always calling me
and telling me things that he is now
doing. She had just started the movie
“White Fang” and he got a look at that
movie and he watched the whole movie
on TV. He was right in front of it and
she had to move her chair and look at it
sideways because he was blocking it.
She said she’s never had a dog watch a
whole pr but he watched that
one. [Igu?r.cr} I was thinking, if it
rains, and I'm going to put Schastian in
the house all day, I'll turn the TV on
for him and he may think he has com-
Fany if I'm not at home, (laughter)

've tumed the TV on before but
don’t know that he’s actually ever
watched it

Ch. Yeti of Whitecliff was a Cear
son and owned by Janet Rollins, my
veterinarian friend. Janet's mother and
father, I've known ever since we've
been in San Carlos. Janct is about the
same age as my younger son. When
Janet was going to Davis, she was going
to get a Malamute puppy and her math-
er said, “Why don’t you talk to Wilna
Coulter? We had this litter that Czar
had sired in the Santa Cruz mountains.
She came over and we went up there
and picked out Yed. She was working
summers for a veterinarian and there
were some longhaired German Shep-
herd puppies that were not show quali-
ty, and were going to be put to sleep,
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and she rescued this female Shepherd
and raised Yet and the German Shep:
herd together. She took them to school
with her. Janet's folks, when she start-
ed school in Davis, bought a house
there for her and she rented rooms to
students. All the time she was going to
college and then to vet school, she had
her own home so she could have these
wwo dogs there. After she finished and
became a veterinarian, she sold her
house and bought a place in Redwood
City which she has been in ever since,
Yett was her constant companion.
When Pat Enslen was running her
sled team, we were all going out and
putting our dogs on her sled team and
she measured them and we had har-
nesses made by Mel Fishback, We all
had our dogs and were down there
some weekends on the sale flats, run-
ning the dogs. There was a regular trail
that Pat would take them out on. One
weekend we were out there and Pat
had three teams going and Yeti went
out on the first team. Janet wasn't
there, but Frances Powers, at that time,
was living in Redwood City in the same
arca that Janet was, and so they became
quite good friends. They unharnessed
that team and got the next team ready
to go out. We were right by this canal,
this slough, with dirty, crummy water,
and Yeti chased a duck across the water
and landed on the island, He wanted
to come back but he didn't want to
swim back across again. (laughter) We
did everything trying to get that dog to




come back. Here he was on an island
with mud and sludge all over. He was
amess! (laughter) 1don't know how
many of us were out there trying to get
that darned dog back! Janet wasn't
cven there. Frances Powers had
brought him in her Porsche! (laughter)
At thar dme, Marine World, Afnca,
USA was adjeining this area. We even
thought of going over and getting a
boat. Finally, Ron Bona said, “You
know, if he thinks we are all going to
leave, he's going to come back. Get in
your cars and start them up bke you
are going to leave,” and we did. He
swam right back! (laughter)

About a week after that, Don and 1
had taken Yeui toa couple of shows in
Southern California and Jo Geletich
was going to show him for Janet. He
had taken the Breed and [ was going to
get him ready for the Group, we ll:;g
him up on the table with all of us work-
ing on him and I started telling about
this episode with him and that dog was
so mad that I told about it! You won't
believe this, but all of us there under-
stood, he looked at me and was really
irked. He turned around and wouldn't
have anything to do with me the rest of
the day, (laughter) It was very appar-
ent to all of us. He didn't want us all
laughing at him, He knew what we
were all talking about.

Janet is another one of my friends
who has been a great help to me in
everything. Our friends are all ages,
30's, 40's, 50's, 60's - and on up.
{laughter) But the ones we see the most
are these younger people. There are all
these stones that [ haven't thought
about for years. Jean Blank had many,
many wonderful stories and it’s too bad
that we didn't tape record her stories.
There was one dog that had been
placed with a ranger in Arizona or
somewhere in the Southwest and was
lost. She finally traced the dog way up
in the mountains to an Indian village
and the dog had been living on fish that
he would catch in the stream and what
little food the Indians might give him.

Jean, finally, knowing the dog was lost
and had been seen up there, rescued
him. It's a marvelous story how she
made this detour way up there and
placed the dog with very well to do
people down %l:l'{: in the Bay area.

Angther time, she was taking a dog
down to a show very late at night. She
was cvidently going too fast and _ﬁt
stopped by the highway patrol. The
d[c:xg ad been asleep on the back seat
and she rolled down the window and
the officer is looking in and Ch.
Cheechako comes up and knocks the
fellow’s hat off. (laughter) He was
very interested in the dog and didn't
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give her a ticket.

They always said thar Cheechako
was one that would probably held a
flashlight for a burglar. He was living
with Jean's daughter in the Westlake
area of San Francisco and they had
come home late at night and, evidently,
not locked the front door well or some-
thing. They had just gotten to sleep
and they heard a roar and a door slam
shut and steps, Cheechako had come
through and frightened somebody
away. 1 have a photograph of him in
his bubble bath. He would getin a
bubble bath and lie on his back. He
just loved it. called in Gene Ben-
nett, a photographer and fixed the bub-
ble batg and told Cheechako to get in
and he got in and just lay on his back -
he would do it every time. (laughter)

They finally decided to reure
Yurok when he was seven or eight
vears old, he had been poisoned. You
have no idea the hostili?' against this
Eorgmus dog by a lot of people. This

ostility toward Yurok we didn't know

at the ume but it was transferred to us,
having these two sons that were so
good, Maybe it’s just as well that dogs
weren't our whole life. It's not going to
upset us and they can be hostile to usif
they want. We realized in later years
that a lot of this had been hostility
towards Yurok, They got him to a vet
in time when he was posoned and he
pulled through. They were on their
way back from a show and they don't
know how or where he §Dt the poison
but it ha@}:encd and he'd been poi-
soned, We are very careful about our
dogs. One of us always keeps an cye
on them. I don't think we have that
much hostility anymore, but we did to
start with, It's too bad. I'know there
are some people whese dogs are just
like their children and it's their life.

Going back to giving people infor-
mation, one fellow wheo Ead called me
had a Sam. He had moved here from
Southern California and somebody had
given him my name to call. He had
some sort of health problem with his
dog and the first person he called said,
“;ﬁhcﬂ: did you get the dog?" and then
answered, “Ask them, don't ask me.”
These are people who are still in dogs
today. You try to help people no mat-
ter what it is, give them what knowl-
edge you have. No one taught us how
to groom a dog, we had to watch other
people. In fact, years ago, when Bob di
Giovani was showing our Dorok and
Czar for us, he came up onc day and
said, “Wilna, will you please stop

ooming the competition’s dogs?"

(laughter) Ialways keep two before
and after pictures of Ch. Elrond Czar of
Rivendell CD, owned by the Gaffneys.
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The Gaffneys had groomed him and
Jim Manley was showing him. The
first picture shows Ran after the
Gaffneys bathed and groomed him.
The same day and same dog, after Jim
Manley took him over and groomed
him, he got Best of Breed, went on to
Group, but Jim oomed him
how he should look, which he didn't in
the first picture. I keep that in the
album to show people that thereis a
proper way to do it.

So many times people come to us
and have no idea how to groom a Sam.
In fact, some people from the Midwest
came to us with a female to breed. We
looked over the situation and they told
us they didn't know whether or not
they should breed her because the vet
back where they came from said he
didn't know what it was but there must
be something wrong because the dog
was losing all her hair. The dog was
Just sl;jcd :'hg. {laughter) We tell peo-

le when the puppy is eight or nine
f'nanl:hs old, h]z EIF she wﬁ? shed the
puppy coat and they will have quite a
bit of hair and what to do about it to
get it all out or they would have a mat-

ted dog.

TEH wi about the grooming process.

Years ago, we used to spend hours
with the hair dryer. Iremember once
with Dorka, we were getting her bathed
for a show and some igr?cnds of ours
were coming in on a plane. She was
still wet, we had towel dried her but we
hadn't had time to brush or comb her
out and we had to go to the airport to
pick up these fﬁcnﬁ When we got
back, after our friends had left, the dog
was dry and one solid mat from head to
tail. In those days, we didn't know
how to get it out and we worked and
worked. We didn't have the proper
cq*:ﬁ:mmt or anything else, but we
finally got all the mats out. Idon’t
know whether we pulled her from the
show or not,

You have to get that loose hair out
when they are shedding or you are
going to have a problem, [ have to use
a hair dryer on Sebastian because he
will niot tolerate a big blower, it just
freaks him out, but lﬁ'lc hair dryer is
fine. The minute I change over to the
big blower he knows it and he will oy
to attack the big blower. I have a hair
dryer in onc hand and a pin brush in
the other and brush and dry him all
over and partially dry him, and then I
do it all over again, With him it's the
only thing I can do. If you can use a
big blower and blow all that loose hair
out, it's so much casier. Alexis doesn't
care. You can do practically anything
with her and she 1s very, very good
about it She knows sheis goingtoa
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Yuki.,

show and it's okay. (laughter) Sebas-
tian loves to be groomed and he will
run and jump on the grooming table
and sit there and wait for me when he
sces me getting out the grooming
things. He has a heavy coat and even
when he sheds he will still look okay.
There are some dogs like that, Alexis
has a very easy coat to take care of but
she takes a long time to dry, soit's a
good thing I have the big blower with
her because I'd be forever with the hair
dryer with her. Yet, that's the way we
used to do it. Bonnie Giffin is a dog
groomer and there are no dogs that
look more beautiful than Bonnie’s. She
goes into the ring with her dogs just
beautiful.

I named Whitecliff's Progressive
Jazz for the Brubeck family, whom I
have known since [ was a teenager.
Recently, Pat bathed Jazz, and evidently
took a break and didn't keep brushing
and drying him and she only has a hair
dryer, too. She called me and he was
one mat. She had worked hours on
him and he was still matted and I was
to grick him up at her work place here
in San Carlos at 8:00 in the morning
and get him to Gail's by 9:00. She and
Bonnic were leaving in the motor home
as near 9:00 as they could. I was there

at 8100 and picked him up and he was
matted, one of the worst I've seen, I'd
allowed myself a half hour leeway. 1
turned around, brought him home, put
him up on the grooming table, worked
about a half hour which only just bare-
ly got a few mats out, but it helped. 1
usually just take a mat at a time and
work it out and it's a slow process. Jazz
is awfully good about it and will let you
do anything, I took him over to Gail's
and was waiting on her front lawn
because she had just taken two of her
dogs to the kennels. T was brushing
Jazz and stuffing the hair in my slicker

ocket rather than all over her fromt
l::;.mt. They started out on the trip and
late that night, she and Bonnie both
started working on him and spent 4 1/2
hours. He didn't look teo bad, but not
at his best.

I tell peaple who are wanting to
learn how to groom to watch the han-
dlers at shows. There is no one who
can groom better than John Coloma.
He shows beautifully and grooms beau-
tfully. If he gets your dog ready to go
in the ring, that dog looks gorgeous.
But I tell them to watch these people
and see how they do it and learn some
of their techniques.

Are they pretty receptive to a novice
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waldung them?

They have so many people stand-
ing around and they are busy and don't
pay much attention to who is watching.
They probably wouldn't give away
their little secrets of just what they are
using or something, but you can leam a
lot. Because we did not get any infor-
mation - none —and we had to leamn
things the hard way, we try to give
other people help and you learn :hin?s
from them lots of times that they wil
pick up elsewhere. It works out. If
anyone is going to own a Sam, they'd
better be prepared to learn grooming. -
When I have that blower on in the
backyard, it looks like a snow storm
has hit. (laughter) The birds pick up
the hair and their nests are full of dog
hair. One of my sons came over with
his wife and they were trimming the ivy
and I told them cut it all down Eccausc
it gets too heavy too fast. 1 told them to
tnm it down to the bare roots. They
were really trimming and they took out
nine birds’ nests, every one of them
hilled with dog hair, so they do use it.
But I'm mad at the birds! With all of
our surrounding country around here,
they will build right above my back
door. (laughter) It's so messy. And, of
course, where we live in the hills here
in San Carlos, we have all the wild ani-
mals. We have deer - there was a big
buck in our driveway not long ago.

We see a mother deer and her young
crossing the road frequently. One time,
our neighbor came over and said, “It's
cither a German Shepherd puppy but
my son says it's a fox that's injured on
my back patio.” I went over and it was
a fox, about six months old. We called
the humane society. They came out
and it had a broken leg,. What they do
s, take care of it and then release it into
the wild again.

I was going to put a deggy door in
our dining reom for the cat and then
the cat started bringing in lizards. He'll
bring them in and turn them loose. I'm
afraid he would bring in snakes. One
time, late at night, I opened the door
and he scooted in and went up into my
bedroom. My husband had been
watching TV and I saw the cat sit in the
middle of the floor and drop something.
It was a tiny little mouse, I'was going
to get a picce of paper towel and pick it
up and get rid of it. He grabbed it and
ate the whole thing right in front of me.
He has a certain tone for when he
wants to bring in something, a certain
meow, and I've learned now to not let
him in when he meows that way.
{laughter] He's brought in birds, too.
For years, he has chased cats off but
now when a stray cat comes, he comies
to the door and meows, T help him




chase the stray cats off. {laughter) [

think he comes to tell me, “You'd better

come and help me chase this cat off.”

The people who lived here had
him for ten years and he was a mature
cat when they got him, and I've had
him for three years. When they moved
they didn’t know what to do with him
because he had been an outdoor cat. 1
used to feed him when they were on
vacation and I said, “Bring his feeding
dish and bring the cat up on our patio
and I'll take care of him,” so [ have a
cat [ don't meed. It's a beautiful
Siamese: He knows that all this arca is
his. He'll sit on my bed and waich the
dogs from the sliding glass door. He
and Alexis seem to have a good rela-
tionship. Alexis got out of the car not
too long agn and made a beeline for the
front door and the cat was sitting there
and didn't move, Alexis sat at the front
door, waiting, didn’t chase him or any-
thing. But then Sebastian comes in and
the cat is a little irked at me about
Sebastian — it's a strange one. He'll dis-
appear when he sces Sebastian. [ don’t
think Schastian would chase him but to
the cat, Sebastian is a strange one.

The cat got me up at 4:00 one
morning wanting out so [ went in the
family room because I'd heard a
rustling around with one of the dogs
and Alexis was up on the hearth at the
fireplace. OF course, she was all ready
for the show and bathed and all she
needed to do is get herself black from
the soot of the fireplace. But she was
intent on something in the fireplace and
she was going mfa it. I put the dogs
in their crates and rolled up some paper
and lighted it and out came a liude
mouse, but T don't know where it went.
I don't know whether it got out or
what, because we had to leave and [ left
it up to Alexis to take care of that
mouse if she could find it. But that's all
[ would need would be to have her
head black with soat. It's the hardest
thing in the world to get out.

How do you get it out?

I have worked corn starch in,
which is gaod on grease, but it doesn't
do too much good with the soot. Tuse
soap and water and more soap and
water, You just have to keep working
it out. Idon’t know what to really use.
There is probably something, but
don’t know what it 1s. That's why 1
have my fireplace so barricaded. About
this time of year we use the fireplace
guite a it but I'm going to wait untl
after the Cow Palace show, that's for
surc. -She is such a character. I'don’t
really need a cat and if I go away | have
to get somebody to come and feed the
cat, Yet, I'm getting very attached to
that eat. (laughter)
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Ch. Pushka Caar of Snowliff (1967-1980).

I have a picture here of Lena and
Percy Matheron and Lena has on a
sweater made of Yurok's hair, I have
some things here made out of dog hair,
These were made by Frances Roe and
this is a stole made out of our Star’s
hair, Each article has a little name tag
onit. I have a sweater she made for
my husband. Iexperimented with
making felt and it didn’t turn out bad.
You card it and put it on a piece of
material, like an old sheet or something,
and you put one layer with the hair
going one way and another layer with it
going the opposite way and then the
thircF layer, then put-another sheet cov-
ering it so it has a bottom and a top,
then baste it back and forth and pue it
in the washing machine and the dryer
and it turns out like this. Iread an arti-
cle and I thought I would try it. If 1
had the patience and the time, I would
make pieces of it and make a sweater of
some sort, but I don’t. 1 have a skirt
woven into a border print thattena
made for me with Yurok hair. I've
about worn it out. It can be washed in
the machine.

Here is a picture of Yet and here is
a picture of me at the dog bath. This
one is just a picture of when we first
built out house. It was a picture of
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Czar in the front entry way. This is my
friend Ingrid with Alexis,

Tell us about your dog bath,

When we built this house, we
bought the property but knew we
would not be able to build on it for two
years because we had to wait for a
bond issue to go through. That gave us
two years to plan the house and I was
dragging my husband to all the model
homes. I went through magazines and
cut out pictures of archways and 1
would tell the contractor, “This is what
I want and this is what I want it to look
like." The dog bath was featured in a
magarine a.n:ﬁ cut it out and had the
picture to show the contractor what I
wanted and it just exactly fits in that
breezeway between the laundry room
and the carport with the overhang so
we can bathe them out there when it's
raining. Everybody comes over to use
the dog bath.

en we first made it we were
checking every day to make sure it was
being done right. zi"hv:}r had just put in
the building blocks that the shower pan
sits on and they were way too high. [
immediately took the bricks out myself
and teld the contractor I didn't wamt
them so high because I needed just the
height for me. This is a sccnncfl hack-
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Ch. Yeli of Whiteciff and Ch. White Star IV - grandchildren of Yurok,
son and daughter of Ch. Sho-off's Car of Whitecliff-

drop of tile board. The first one was
more Formica. It has hooks on cither
side where I can put the chain to chain
them which leaves both of my hands
free and I don't wreck my back. It's
very casy to boost the dogs up there.
Of course, my dogs will put their front
paws up whenever I tell them to and [
can boost them right up so I don't have
a lot of lifting to do. 'We also have the
grooming tables right there and every-
thing is handy.

Vhen they buy a puppy from me,
the things they get along wath it is
shampoo ... I used to work with a fel-
low in the probation department who
bought a beauty supply company that
made their own shampoo and things.
This fellow bought a beauty supply
company and quit his county job and
did nothing but make money on this
venture. [ told him I wanted this blue
shampoo. Ihad tried all the different
shampoos they made and one was real-
ly good. He would bring me samples
of blue shampoo and it was just awful
and I might have a blue dog if I weren't
carcful. Finally, he called me up and it
scemed he was in San Rafael in a coffee
shop having coffee and talking with
somebody. I had given him a sample of
My Pet blue shampoo and said, “This
is the color I want." He called me up
and said the man he was talking to had
been the chemist who first made My
Pet shampoo and told him what the for-
mula was. So they've used it ever sinee
and it's great shampoo. Everybody
who buys a puppy from me gets about
a quart of shampoo. It's very highly
concentrated and you dilute it to one
third shampoo and two thirds water,

Puppy people also get some dog

food that the puppy has been used to
having, a complete list of feeding and
we also give them some material that is
ut out by the Northern California
amoyed Fanciers. Our puppy buyers
get a whole packet with, usually, a
nylon lead and nylon choke chain or
one of the Martingale leads. I have to
tell them they don't need a great big
thick chain. You would be amazed
how people come in with a thick chain
and a chain lead, especially these rescue
dogs we've had. They get a packet and
complete mstructions and I tell them 1
would like to see the dog when it is
about six months old and at that time I
will show them how to show groom the
dog. If their hocks need trimming or
therr fect timmed, 1 will show them all
this, to tell them how to brush the dog.
[ get calls from all over and some
of the hardest ones to take care of are
when they call and the people havea
nine or ten-year-old dog and, for some
reason, they are no longer able to keep
it. To have to tell these people that
there is no way we can find a home for
a dog that age. We beg people to take
a six or seven-year-old dog and they
won't. The first thing we do in Sam
Rescue is to find out, if it’s a registered
dog, who the breeder is. We always
recornmend that they contact the breed-
er and, hopefully, the breeder will take
their own dog back. There are a few
who will not, and that's too bad
because we can’t do the whole thing.
We have to tell the people with the
older dogs that they might have to
think of putting the dog to slecp
because sometimes a Sam does not
make a good adjustment, especially if
that Sam has lived in the same family
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with the same people and it’s nine or
ten years old. It may never adjust toa
new home and would be heartbroken.
You have to think of what would be
best for the dog but it is a decision they
must make and no one else can make 1t
for them. We find out about the differ-
ent problems they have and try to help
them with them. Sometimes when we
have given people instructions about
certain things to feed a dog, they will
say, “M&vct said T should use such and
such.” We have to try to tell them that
that one dog food might not be the best
for their Sam. There are some people
whao just are determined that the vet,
because he recommends something,
that's the thing to do. I have to try and
tell them that different breeds do better
on different diets, sometimes, and the
breeders, especially the show people,
know what everybody is feeding and
they know what does not go well with a
Sam but may ﬁu well for a retriever or
something of the sort. We have to con-
sider, too, because of the hair of our
dogs, that it's a little different than a
shorthaired dog. We give them this
information, whether Ee}r take 1t or
not. We've run into some problems
that are very difficult to deal withy, like a
flea allergy that can get out of hand,
and a hot spot can be taken care of with
Tinactin or something else that you
might use for athlete’s foor. Tuse the
powder and find it works beautifully.

D you trime: avound the spot firse?

No, T work it in and that's all. It
stops the itching and works beautifully.
One person had a spot on her dog's
nose. [ did not see it and I was talking
with her over the telephone and sug-
gested different things she might try,
but not knowing much more than she
did. Her vet came up with Preparation
Hand healed it right away, with a spot
on the nose. (laughter) You do learn
from other people: Sometinies you
may need to change a dict completely,
like our Gainesborough. He was only
eight ounces when he was born and all
the other puppics were around a
pound. I was stll in bed one moming
and my husband came up and said,
“You know, she is pushing that litte
one aside, I don’t think he's going to
make it." We came downsiairs and |
put him up to nurse. He was strong
enough to keep hold of 2 nipple, but in
his litter there were ten, and we had to
make sure they were all on nipples. 1
even took him to work with me one
time. 1 took a formula and every two
hours [ would feed that puppy. (laugh-
ter) I took him in a box with a heating
pad. If you are boule feeding them or
tube feeding them, you have 1o massage
around their tummies and their rectums



so they can urinate and have BMs and
he did everything he was supposed to
do. The next day I put him in with the
others-and everything was fine. Within
a week he came up to be with the medi-
um sized ones and [ began to get kind
of attached to the little %{:llrjw.

He had a problem when [ was
weaning them. [ could never get his
BMs as firm as they should be and then
I read Juliet Levy's book, which was
really kind of far out in a lot of things,
but even with these far out people’s
ideas you get some very good ideas that
you can work withcruurself. In her
book she said rolled barley was one of
the most easily digested cereals. 1 start-
ed soaking mﬁcd arley in buttermilk
and hot water and [ added some pars-
ley for mincrals. Ididn't havea
microwave then, but later T would put it
in the microwave for ten minutes and
mix that with cocked rice and raw ham-
burger and yogurt and that’s what
Gainer lived on for months and it
firmed him up right now. They loved
it. For ycars?lmvc been giving this,
along with kibble, to all my dogs. The
last few years I've been mixing it up
and putting it in packets, enough for
two days, and put it in the freezer.
Then I get a packet out every other day
and mix it with their kibble. By the
time Gainer was six months old, he
eould tolerate the kibble if he had this
other along with it, and it was such a
great dict that for years [ fixed it.

When 1 {got Sebastian, he wasn't
interested in food and 1 had to get
weight on him and was trying other
things with him. He wasn't especially
foncﬁ-f this but he would eat the rice
and barley mixture, I don't know how
many people have used that. It's very

ood if you want a dog to lose or gain.

{1 want them to gain more weight I
put more hamburger in; il T want them
to lose, I put less and it seemis to work.
I never take away their kibble but this
is kind of a suipt!;llcmcm with 1t. They
get-one cup of that and a cup and a half
of kibble and that would be it. It fills
them up, But after we got Sebastian, I
quit making it 1.?1 because it was too
much trouble. I probably will start it
again. Marilyn Clark in Belmont stil]
uses it for her dogs because she sa_}r_i'
she can keep their weight better. They
are inclined to be heavy and too fat and
she uses it for that.

What kind of kibble?

We use Nutro. With mine, I use
the Natural Choice chicken and rice
with no preservatves. They hkeat, T
think most of the breeders around here
that I know use Nutro. szrgﬂnc
whom I know who has used Science
Diet says it makes their hair quite brit-
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tle. Alexis will cat anything. Some of
the shows will give you cases of food.
When I had a ease of one brand given
to me, Sebastizin wouldn't eat it l%zl::
would leave it. T sent it over to Jazz and
I'm now getting Trader Joe's brand
canned chicken and Sebastian loves it
so I'm giving that to them now with the
kibble,

Are you eoncerned aboul ethoxyguin?

Not particularly, Idon't notice
that it's hurt anything, They say it's in
such small amounts.

I so appreciate people who keep in
contact with me and I hear about the
dogs. A doctor’s wife whose dog died a
few maonths ago called me. It was an
old dog she had gotten from me quite
some time ago and we got her one of
Carol Thompson's puppies. She called
to ask a few questions and said, “We
dmught the other dog was gorgeous,
but I've never seen a Sam as beaunful
as this one.” I tell p-ec:flc_. “It's a good
thing vou think vour dog is the best
because that's what makes you keep
showing the dog and everyhody should
think their dog 15 the best.”

Do you think the handler’s attitude i as
tmporiant as the dog's in the ring?

I think so. [ have found that it
works a lot better when a handler will
take that dog out and play with it
before they go into the ring and not just
come to the ringside and, "In you go,"
We've had a few run-ins with that over

Sring 1993 W 69

the years with the handlers. The han-
dlers, some of them, you can’t tell them
:311}*[115]1? - they know it all. Some of
them, of course, resent being told what
they didn’t do right. If I'm hiring a
handler, I'm hiring the handler because
the handler does a goed job. My hus-
band got so mad at Bob di Giovani
years ago at the Cow Palace show. Bob
was taking in Yeti and Don said, “You
better work with that dog before you
take him in,” but Bob said, “*Oh, no,
no. [ have no problem.” Well, Yeti
was an idiot in the ring. My husband
was 50 mad at Bab di Giovani and [
was so embarrassed that my husband
would act like that. He was so irked
about it. They would have their differ-
ences but they were always good
friends.

Over the years, when we first got
started, Bob di Giovani was a big help
to us and John Coloma is an excellent
handler and has been very good with
our dogs. There is no one who can
show Alexis better than Frances Powers
and Gail's daughter Debbie. They real-
ly do a marvelous job. They seem to
be natural with her. There are some
dogs that are better with certain han-
dlers, like with Sebastian. Ann Gamlin
was working and training in the classes
with Sebastian and then she decided to
have Sebastan go in the ring with her

husband and Sebastian just worked
beautifully for Paul Gamlin. He was
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“Gatner,” at age 12.

kind of acting up with Ann, but with
Paul he settled down. Paul told Ann,
“Sebastian is a man's dog to show in
the ring.” Paul picked this up and we
did, w0, but until Paul took him in the
ring, we didn't know this. Paul also
had taken time to play with him and he
has one of these little small bikes to
exercise the dogs. The bikes are litde,
fold up and you put them in the car.
You can go all over the show ground
with the bicycle - it's low down - and
Paul and Scbastian have a ball with that
bicycle. Ithink there is something
Sebastian feels, that he cannot pull the
stuff with Paul that he might with me or
Ann. He behaves beter in the ring
with him and is more calm.

Gail’s daughter Debbic was show-
ing Gainer and Gainer began to pull
these things. They would work beauu-
fully until the last go-around, then he
would be a complete idiot, twirl in the
air and jump and was just out of con-
trol. Dr. La Ham was a judge at Santa
Cruz and my husband and I were there
and Debbie had taken Gainer into the
ring and I was sitting with another dog
show judge. We all felt Gainer had it.
Dr. La Ham picked him out right away
and you knew that was the dog he was
interested in. [ said to this judge that 1
was sitting with, "No, we haven't. This
1sn't the last go-round.” (laughter)

Gamer started pulling that and Dr. La
Ham stopped I'.E{: Group and said, “Get
your dog under control and go around
again." He gave that dog three chances
and he blew it every time; I never saw
a judge do it before, but he actually
threw up his hands and gave it to
another Sam. Debbie came out of the
ring crying and my husband had said,

“I can't watch this,” and he left the ring.

{laughter) That's when we started hav:
g John Colomo show him. He got
him under control and he never pulled
anything on John, but John would
anticipate when he was going to and
would stop him before he could ever
start. John took him on to some beauti-
ful wins. These dogs will pull all sorts
of things on you. (laughter)

Can a big name handler help a dog to
win?

The polities, yes. At a show here
recently I was talking with someone
and they were saying that a certain dog
was going to win, because he'd won a
specialty. | pointed to another dog and
said, “If you'll look very closely at the
background of this dog, you know who
is going to win today,” and it was that
dog. I'm not going into details of who
it was, but it was definitely politics.
There are lots of times that we have
Fom: to these shows and some of us

1ave sat there and actually said what
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was going to happen and it has,

Describe your idea of the ideal Sam,

It would be very difficult. We're
getting their ears too big sometimes and
sometimes too small. You like them in
between and yet [ have dogs who have
bigger éars that I would like to have a
little smaller, but the all over dog grows
into that where they are well propor-
tioned. 1like a good, stocky dog with a
good front and a good rear, but first of
all, they have to have a beautiful head.
Then [ like a good moving dog. I'm
not one who can tell you exactly the
different parts of the dog that I like but
I can look at a dog and tell you whether
[ like it or not and tell you what I might
not hke about it, and it might be a sim-
ple thing like the cars are too big. Also,
I've seen a few, not many, where the
ears are too small. To get a good bal-
ance for the overall picture, they have
to be a beautiful dog. I've seen some
pretty ugly dogs, headwise, now and
then, that have amazed me because I'm
particular about a good head and [
don’t want to lose a good head.

For our breeding, we try very hard
to get all the things we like and still
keep a good sound dog. You'll get one
dog and absolutely adore that particular
Samoyed, yet probably other people
wouicrsu}' this and that about that par-
ticular dog that you think is perfect.
This goes on all the time with every-
body. I belicve the word for it is kennel
blind. {laughter) Idon’t mind people
thinking their dog is the very best and if
you are going to show a dog, you've
got to know that you've got the very
best. You've got to know the dog is
going to go in there and be able to com-
pete with some very fine dogs. If you
are in the business and you have one
that you know is not going 1o make the

ade, go on to another one. Our

shelsea from England was a very beau-
tiful bitch but she didn't give a darn
about the shows, Sometimes she won
and sometimes she didn't and we never
finished her. We've had quite a few
that have had points but, for different
reasons, we haven't finished them.
Sometimes it's no more than we have
another Samoyed coming in that is bet-
ter so we'll work with this one and
more or less retive the one we had been
working with before. This is what hap-
pened when we got Star back when she
was seven years old. We had others,
we had Kristahl and others that we had
been showing, but Star was exceptional
so we concentrated on her. ‘What 1
might think of one Sam someone ¢lse
might not.

I'am very comfortable with the
idea of working with what you have
and there are traits in dogs that I would




certainly never breed to. For instance;
an aggressive dog, one that is notorious
for bemng aggressive for no certain rea-
son. Quite a few years ago, there wasa
Sam that was notorious for being
aggressive, even to attacking a dog that
was just wzll]»:in%by. The owner had
not had a good hold on the dog and the
dag attacked another breed that was
just walking by. He was notorious for
this sort of thing, I would never have
bred that dog. "The people wheo had
him and bred him are no longer in
Sams, If you are going to breed, try to
get the very best you can. We all do
that, but what one person thinks is the
very best, another person might nat.
We do the best we can.. [ think this is
where we have had an advantage,
Frances Powers, Gail Spieker and
myself, in that we communicate. We
get information from each other and we

t ideas and without them I don't
think I would have half the success with
my dogs that I've had. What 1 find
interesting at the shows while sitting
there watching with other people, and
what is very fascinating while you are
sitting there with these people, some of
whom you don't even know, they will
pick out a dog in the ring and I might
know the background of this dog. To
me, it's quite interesting what other
people think.

One of my very good friends is
Kathi Horton. I have known her since
she first had Ch, Midnight Sun Kimba.
Kathi and I very seldom see each other
because we are so far apart, but every
now and then we are on the telephone,
and my hushand would say, *Do you
know you talked an hour?" My reply
was, “Yes, but it's better than a plane
ticket.”" (laughter) When Kathi and [
talk, we talk a long time: I will always
consider Kathi one of my very good
friends and she has always been very
loyal to Whitecliff. She is another very
special person, She has contributed a
lot to Samoyeds. I have known Kathi
and her father for many, many years,
and have been in contact with them.
When they got their second dog
through me, he was an entirely differ-
ent dog than Kimba. This kind of thing
makes life more interesting, that these
dogs aren't the same and all have differ-
cnt personalitics.

We also had sent a dog up to Kathi
Horton's father. This dog we knew
was never going to make it as a show
dog. He had been kept in a very small
apartment in San Francisco. I think he
was a son of our Czar. Really, he
never had the chance to be exercised or
what a dog should normally have had.
He was on slick floors and ic had a ter:
rible rear. Kathi's father took Ivan
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because I didn't know what in the
world to do with this dog and I said he
would never make a show dog. He'sa
great pet. He was stll a young dog
when [ sent him to Kathi's father who
called him Ivan the Destroyer. (laugh-
ter) Ithink he practically wrecked so
much furniture. He was a beautiful
dog. Finally, I found a family over in
the Santa Cruz area who would give
him a good home and he lived a great
life there being absolutely adored. I sull
don't know how Kathi's family ever tal-
crated him for the time they did.
{laughter) When you have a dog like
that that has a bad background ... and 1
don't know what ever really caused his
bad rear exeept that there were very
slick floors and not baving a real nor-
mal life that a Sam should have with
outdoor exercise and everything that
our dogs get today. We laugh about a
lat of things when I'm together with
Kathu,

Do you think Sammics are a hyper
breed?

Nol I have never had a hyg&‘lr
Sam. My Sams are very calm. They
get excited when I come home or when
we have company, but all I have to say
to them is, “Get in your crate,” and
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they're there, There's not a sound out
of them until [ let them out. T have
never had a dog that I would consider
hyper. Ican remember Peggy
MecCarthy many years ago with some
of her dogs that she had in her kennels
that would pace back and forth all the
time. OF one, in particular, she said,
“He's never still. He's like that all day
long,” but I've never had any like that,
so I don't know what to attribute that
to, except that I say, again, my dogs are
family dogs. If you have a dog that has
been kept outside, they may become a
bit hyper and when they are let inside,
they don't know what to do, they're
overactive. But if you have a dog that
is used to being in and out and is pant
of the family, I don't think you ever
have a hyper dog. Maybe when they
are kennel dogs, they are, but I don'’t
know,

Do you think nutrition has something to
do with u?

You read a lot about it and that I
wouldn't know because [ stick to more
natural things myself for my dogs. 1
believe in vegetables for them and I go
into everything as naturally as I can.
Mastly, I go to the Nutro products,
with supplements of yogurt or vegeta:
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bles, or recently we had tu rkey so they
had turkey scraps and a bit of turkey
broth. Their dict always consists of
three-fourths kibble and one-fourth sup-
plement. Sebastian is the only dog I've
ever had that didn't seem to care
whether he ever ate or not. Alexis
doesn't care what she eats as long as
she eats, She is a thief and will steal
any food she can, Thave found things
that Sebastian will eat that [ add to the
kibble and he is now gaining weight
and eating much better. It's harder for
me when I get a dog that is two years
old to change his habits and yet we do
now and then. [ have heard of people
talking about their hyper dogs but [
have never had any. Mine are lazy.
{laughter)

Let'’s go back to the ideal dog. If you
coulel rate the whole dog o a point scale of
100, how many paints should the head have?

I am the worst person in the world
for mathematics and I would probably
screw it all up but maybe 25 percent
and that's probably wrong. It's impor-
tant to me that they have a pretty head.
I always think that you should be able
to look at a Sam and say whether it's a
male or a female. Sometimes you have
these bitches that are as big as a male
and you have to ask whether it's a male

or a female, and that shouldn't be. You
should look at the female and know it's
feminine, and a masculine male which
probably has size and a bigger ruff that
would make the difference, Every now
and then [ see a really big female that T
think is too big.

What size and weight do you prefer for a
wtale and a female?

Alexis is around 50 pounds and is
very solid. She’s not a bng bitch, 1
shouldn’t think a female should weigh
over that. If she were not as solid as
she is, maybe a little less weight would
be better, but she carries her weight
very well. My males have usually
weighed around 60 pounds, Some
females have 50 of fat but Alexis is very
solid and she can carry that 50 pounds
but no more. I watch her because she
would eat everything in sight and I do
sce that she doesn't get over that, It's
kind of hard to say because there is so
much to take into consideration, such

‘as thetr bone structure and the whaole

bit.
Do you prefer males or fomales?
When I've got a good male here [
Frcfcr him and when %’vc ot-a good
emale here I prefer her. [Fau hter)
People say to me, “For a family pet,
which would you have?” and I have
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tald them that in my own experience
that the males make just as good family
i:c:s as females. There's one thing that

do not like, I haven't had the prob-
lem with my d()ﬁ:ﬂbur. I've seen it hap-
Ecn in the ring, that a male will be

umping everything, and I don't know
to what to attribute that. My two sons
out of Yurek, when we would have a
breeding and were using Dorok, if the
female turned around and bit him, he
would have no more to do with her,
He'd walk off and lie down and there
was no way he was going to breed with
her. Crar was different. Of the two,
Dorok was considered more aggressive
in the show ring. At home it was Czar
who was the king, you might say. If
Czar couldn't go out the door first, he
wouldn’t go out at all. When they were
being fed, we put their two dishes out
with their food in them and they would
go and stand over their dishes and
growl and each other and then change
places and eat. (laughter) They did it
all the time.

They were very good friends and
really depended on each other quite a
bit, or when one had been away for a
while and came home, I kept them sep-
arated, sometimes for a week, How we
would know they were going to get
along together, because they were in
their separate pens at times, we would

ive them cach a milk bone and if they
threw it down they were mad and were
not going to make up yet. If they ate
the bones everything was fine. (laugh-
ter) You find these Ettlc things out. I
can remember one time we were going
to Southern California for a show and
the two males were in the back seat and
we stopped to get gas and 1 was going
to take them out for a piddle. T tock
Dorok out first and Czar tore into him.
In the show ring, it was Dorok thar was
the aggressive one, but Czar was telling
him, © out first!™ At home Czar
was the leader but at the shows he
didn’t care about being a leader, but
Dorok was then in his glory.

I can remember a few things that
Lena Matheron would tell about
Yurok. Every time they had company
they would always let Yurok come in
and greet everyone and he would
clear around the room and say hello o
everybody then go on out. That was
what he expected to do. If they didn't
let him come in when they hacly compa-
ny, he would rip up his rug and pour
his water dish all over it. (laughter)
There were little things like that they
used to tell us about the dogs and it was
very much a fun time of our lives,
knowing these dogs and getting these
tales from Lena and Percy. Sometimes
when these things occur to me; I should



write them down because I forget them,
I hadn't thought of this for years about
Yurok.

Lena and Perey had a beautiful
setup where they lived near Grass Val-
ley. It was on the river and an abso-
lutely perfect place for the dogs. Their
bedroom opened off onto a big, big
grass-area, fenced in, thar was a play
yard for the dogs. They had three
males at that time, They had Junior
which was Omak the II and Yurck, and
I'don’t remember the name of the third
one. They had every one of these ken-
nels opening off onto this play vard
which adjoined their bedroom, and
from their living area they could see
into the yard. Their dogs were defimite-
ly family dogs, too. I've often thought
that I wished we had bought that prop-
erty years ago. That's where Lena and
Percy retired to, a beautiful, beautiful
spot. We used to visit them often, 1
remember one time when Percy was in
Yuba City Hospital where he had heart
surgery. We were at a dog show while
he was in the hospital and it was a day
that Czar won. Between the time when
he got Best of Breed and the time he
went into the Group, we went to visit
Percy at the hospital. We always kept
them very well informed of what these
two boys of Yurok's were doing. Lena
died before Percy of a heart attack and
I don't think they even knew she had a
heart problem, They were very fine

ople.

How did they get into Sammies?

I'don’t know, It started with
Yurok's father, Omak. They started
showing, but why, I don't remember. 1
do remember one thing. They would
put him in the shows, win Best of
Breed, and then go home. Why stay
for Group? They never stayed for
Group with Omak, Percy felt very bad
when Omak died. He was the love of
Perey's life. He, evidently, was a medi-
um sized male that didn't have the
longer ears and had a beautiful head.
That was one thing that Percy always
looked at, was the head. I have gone
along wath that, woo, but Omak was the
one they started out with and I wish
now that I had tape recorded a lot of
the stories that Jean Blank used to tell
me. She had been divorced from her
husband but was very financially secure
and she could travel and expenses
didn't mean too much to her. She trav-
cled with her granddaugheer all over
with the dogs. Lena and Percy kept the
dogs at their place, got them bathed and
groomed :mdp ready for the shows and
Jean would take off with the dc:%s.
They had a very good relationship.

How the name of Whitechiff started
was Jean was living in Los Altos and in
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those days in San Francisco and on the
peninsula, instead of telephone num-
bers they had names, like Sea Bright.
In Los Altos it was Whitecliff so she
took the name Whitecliff from a tele-
phone exchange and they decided they
would use it as their kennel name,
That's how Whitecliff got started. 1
believe they had an interview with Jean
for the book, “The Samoyed Book,"
that Hoflin Publishing puts out and I
believe she explains that in the book.
We have had the Whitechiff name for
30 years and I don't know how many
years before that, that Jean and the
Matherons started it. Jean may, in that
book, have said how she got into it and
mct the Matherons. I think Jean, also,
was @ very strong person, personality-
wise. The hostility directed at Yurok,
she let roll off of her, There area lot of
people who very much resented her
because she was very aloof sometimes
but she had had all this hestility direct-
edat her and I don't blame her. 1don't
know how many times [ have told peo-
ple when they have a dug of ours,
“There are going to be some people
who will give you a hard time because
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you've got a Whitecliff dog,” and we
hear about these things and don't pay
any attention to it. You don't let it
bother you and you can stll go in the
ring and win. (laughter) And, yet, we
have never really campaigned our dogs,
but just put them in the shows that
were convenient.

Jean Blank campaigned Yurok.
She had the money to do it and she
could travel anywhere. This wasa
very good outlet for her and was proba-
bly the main thing in her life and she
was good at it. She always wore the
squaw dresses. She had them in all dif-
ferent colors. When she went in the
ring, she was identified right away with
her different squaw dresses. I have one
here that Jean had made for Lena but
Lena never wore it and gave it to me,
But it was a trademark with Jean. It'sa
funny thing with people and what they
wear. Helene Spathold always wore
the same tweed man'’s sport coat and
never went into the ring without this
sport coat, She always had to go in the
ring first. They didn't go caralog order
at that time and I have known people
who slipped under the ropes and got m



ahead of her. She was upset. It was
kind of a superstiion with her, I
believe; that sport coavand getting in
the ring first. All these things go way
back, that we pick up as we are new-
comers to it, and you forget about
them, and then they flash back in your
mind again, Here again, this was a case
where dogs were her life. She became a
dog show judge and her father was a
dog show judge. I don't think she had
any life outside of that.

The dogs are not my whole life.
They are my fun. There are a lot of
things [ want to do and I'm going to do
that have no connection with the dogs
at all, but the dogs are part of my fami-
ly, Ican't imagine not having a Sam
around and they are the most beautiful
dogs in the world. We were laughing
recently on the bench, talking about
some of the other breeds. Someone
was telling abouta friend of theirs and
a certain breed and they were saying
how people look like their dogs and we
were laughing and saying that nobody
should get a Bulldog K‘:ncausc people
look like their dogs and nobody would
want to look like a Bulldog. (laughter)
When my husband and I would go
here and there with our dogs we would
have people ask us if we bleached our
hair to match the dogs because both of
us had white hair. I'have always said,
“With my white hair, that's the only
kind of a dog I could have.”

Tell us a litrle about the Golden Gate

When we had our first Sam they
had the Golden Gate shows at the civic
auditorium in San Franeisco in the
arena and they were benched in the
adjoining building which was Brooks
Hall, I think we were at that show two
or three times when our Dorka was a
very young dog. Then they started
having the shows at the Cow Palace.
"The Cow Palace is situated right
between San Francisco and San Mateo
County. It's actually in San Mateo
County but it's on Lz:c line there, so it's
kind of considered San Francisco. Ican
remember ‘a ing inte the
Cow Pﬂacz‘csir;wgz weghad snow on
101 and we aren't an area that ever has
snow. All the cars were going in the
slow lanes because they weren't used to
snow. But that is one of the few times
we have had snow in our area. Anoth-
er ime [ can remember it pouring rain
and Janet, Dr. Janet Rollins, carrying
Yeti, who was a big dog, into the Cow
Palace so he wmﬂfn‘t get dirty and wet.
We never know where we are going to
be benched at the Golden Gate until a
couple of weeks before when we get the
information. We're usually in the
riorth hall but whether we will be in the
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middle, end or side of the building we
don't know, so it's always something to
kind of look forward to, where they are
going to put us next. This year we
knew we were going to have to be in
one of the buildings down below which
some people prefer because the erowds
are not quite as bad down there as they
are up in the north hall. The crowds of
people are just tremendous up there,
go'u;% through the aisles. I always end
up after the Cow Palace show hoarse
because you are talking to people all the
time. In our bench, especially, T think
we are the only ones who have lar

arca benching. There are 20 Samoyed
bench entries this time and 14 of them
are Whitecliff dogs.

We have gone to a lot of rouble
and a lot of expense to have beautiful
benching. One year, one of our mem-
bers was an interior decorator and he
designed our benching with walnut
pancling and a bcauliﬁll CANOPY over
our whale bench of 24 Whitechiff Sams.
All the Sams are benched with a space
of about 30 inches each and no barriers
between and it was really quite impres-
sive. W have artificial green grass for
the dogs to sit on which we have used
all these years. For a few years they
were giving prizes for the K-;s: benching
and while Elc}-' were giving awards, we
always won one with our benching and
we had different benching every year.
In fact, it might have been the same
year we had the paneling and canopy
that we had hanging from the rafters
Pat Enslen’s dog sled.

For years, Frances Roe, who did
the spinning and the knitting of our gar-
ments out of the dog hair, had a table
set up by our benching, Since she had
to use an electric spinning wheel, we
had it all wired, and up until three
years ago, Frances always spent two
days spinning hair, [ wn::r.:lc{J ustally sit
with her dogs and my dogs. Frances
was not one to talk to people. They
would ask her things and she would
give them information but she depend-
ed mostly on myself to give the people
information because she was husy spin-
ning, [ would tell them more about the
spinning of the dog hair and we still use
the garments that she made and put
them up on display even though she is
no longer able to spin or be at the dog
shows. People come up and ask about
her. Idon't know how many times
people said, “Please tell her we asked
about her.” When I go in to sec her I
will tell her that everybody missed her
this year. People come by and see the
sweaters and stoles and caps and things
that we have hung on display and they
can hardly believe that it’s made out of
the dog hair and some people think we
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skin them! (laughter] We say, “No,
no, we save the hair when they are
shedding.” We spend a good part of
our time educating the public,

We have fun. We have a potluck
and all bring some food. This year I
had a turkey, somebody clse brought
roast beef and somebody else brought
ham. They could make sandwiches
and we had some salads, We can't put
up a buffet, it's against the rules, but we
have all of this so well organized and
we have it in kind of a boxlike affair
and put it up between two chairs and
between 12:00 and 1:00 we all have our
buffer-and stick it back under the
benches again. (langhter) We havea

ood time with it. The benching in

ow Palace is rather unique. Every
year you see different things. People
think up different benching.

We have been very fortunate to
have some people with grear creative
talents to own Whitecliff Sams. Katie
Molineux, an artist who has done
murals in bank buildings, painted our
Golden Gate Cow Palace background
benching one year. This was a forest
snow seene - three pancls, each six
yards long and four feet tall - we
topped it with a green felt banner
twelve yards long with fourteen-inch
letters in white felt that said, “Whitecliff
Samoyeds and Friends,” with white felt
puppies playing. The first year we used
it, some man who said he was in adver-
using wanted to know who did the
painang and told us that it probably
could have cost twenty thousand dol-
lars to have ordered it done. We now
have an aretic snow scene on the back
of the same canvas, beautifully done by
another Whitechiff Samoyed fficnd,
\Lac’kir: Pearl. We are truly lucky to

ave such great friends of long stand-
ing. “This year we had fourteen Sams
on the Whitecliff bench. In previous
years, we have had as many as twenty-
four. My own Samoyeds have been
benched at this Golden Gate show ever
since the first one was held in the Cow
Palace, possibly about 25 years. In one
ten-year period Whitecliff Sams took
BOB each successive year. When GG
KC gave prizes for benching, we won
with our background of walnut panel-
ing and canopy. This was done by
another Whitecliff Samoyed owner,
Fred Heramb. We also displayed a
sFiJming wheel and Pat Enslen’s dog
sled. Up until three years ago, Frances
Roe always sat at our bench and
demonstrated spinning with garments
she had made from the dog hair. She
also had on display seventeen samples
of other breeds of dog hair she had
spun into yam. Frances gave many
demonstrations at schools and fairs on
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spinning of the dog hair. Gail Spicker
and I would go along and take a dog
that was sheching to demonstrate from
dog to garment. We would answer the
questions and educate the people on the
care of their dogs while Frances did the
spinning.

At the benched shows, don't the dops
have fo stay there from 10:00 6t the morning
unfif 5:30 i the evening?

Yes. Carol Thompson, who lives
in Sacramento and raises horses and
has Whitecliff dogs, had one of her
males on the beneh. She was just a doll
at taking everybody's dogs out to walk
off and on all day. Alexis was very
tired because we'd had the mouse in the
family room. Even though [ didn't get
to bed until after midnight, I'd hear her
in my sleep with her barking and scur-
rying around. She spent the whole
night before Cow Palace chasing a
mouse! (laughter) When she came to
the Cow Palace she was exhausted and
I was so glad we didn't have to go in
the ring that morning. I crated her the
next night so she wouldn't chase a
mouse all night. Tt was cither that or
bring her up into my bedroom. When
she travels with Gail and staysina
motel with Gail she shares the king-
sized bed with her head right up on the
pillow by Gail. When she came home
from the National last year, Gail said,
“She loves the motel rooms!” (laugh-
ter) She decided after that that she
should have her own bed. She gets on
my wicker settee, rearranges the pillows
and sleeps there now. (laughter) She is
one who has traveled so much and is
very adaptable, She is very reliable. In
a motel room, you would never know
she was there. You can leave her for
hours in the erate and she doesn't care.
She always goes as excess baggage on a
plane ang we always go with her and
that doesn't bother her in the least, I
can put her in the kennels but we have
a lietle talk and [ tell her she is going on

W hitecliff males at Santa Barbara.

vacation to the country club. (laughter)
It doesn’t matter with her. Gail has
been taking her in motor homes and
her van cver since she was six months
old and she thinks it’s the thing to do,

oing to all these dog shows and lord-
ing it over all these others.

Do you wish they had more benched
shotus?

No, they are too hard. I'm glad it's
only once a year. 1 enjoyed the West-
minster when we were there. Probably
the reason I enjoyed it is that Frances
Powers did all the work. Frances met
me at the airport, we stayed with her
aunt in Englewood at this beautiful
estate where the dog had free run of the
whole house and the whole backyard
was a beautiful expanse of lawn and
trees. Frances hzu:lpa things planned
which she thought I would enjoy, and,
of course, [ did. The first ime | was
there to pick Alexis up she had taken
me all over Manhattan, 1 had never
been there before and it was a mar-
velous experience. The second time,
we were going to have lunch in China-
town and were going to do this and
that, We dropped off at Madison
Square Garden all the crates and every-
thing we were going to have to have. 1
stayed in the no parking zone in her
van while she took everything into the
Garden and got all the things for the
setup. The day of the show, Frances,
of course, knows the show and has
lived in the New York arca all her life,
it was a breeze. She just took me every-
where and did everything and [ didn't
have to worry about a thing, It was a
wonderful experience but it was very
different from Cow Palace.

In Cow Palace the benches are sofa
height and you can sit there, In Madi-
son Square Garden they are a few inch-
es off the floor and to sit on one of
those you are down very low and you
can't have chairs like we do at the Cow
Palace, There isn't room, You will
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cither have to stand with your dogs
because there is absolutely no room in
the aisles, or sit, if you can find a spot.
Most of them have their dogs in the
wire erates, all they will allow, which
takes up the room on the bench and
there is really no place to sit. You want
to stay with your dogand don't want to
leave your dog soit’s a litde different.
Their arena arca there is very beautiful
and very nice and the seating is very
nice, but their benching is not as good
as our Ciow Palace, and, of course,
there are no decorations like we have at
Cow Palace. The decorations make it
kind of interesting.

15 the actual showing tn the ring fretty
hugch pressure?

Naot particularly. People can sit
right by the ring and have a ringside
seat. We go in and stand and wait for
pur Hme to go in the ring but it really
isn't a lot of pressure. It gocs very fast
and the dogs are all very well behaved
and know what to do.

Should all champions be specialed?

Most of them that are being
shown, yes, At the San Jose National
Specialty, I made the remark to a breed-
er from the Wﬁs]nnﬁmn State area after
looking at one do%:t *How in the world
did that dog ever become a champion?”
He said, “Wilna, vou know anyone can
be a champion if they try hard
enough.” There are a few, but most of
them that are not that good quality
drop out before they ever become a
champion. In different areas it’s harder
to become a champion. It's harder to
become a champion, I believe, in Cali-
fornia than it is in some of the other
states. The competition is much
rougher out here: People that finally
have a champion, whether they have
the best dog or not, they realize they
are not going to make it with that par-
ticular dog if it's not that good of quali-

and they drop out. Here is an exam-
ple. A lot of people may not agree with



me on this. Rokandi, out of Yurok,
that sired so man t dogs, was not
very good h.imscl!t'{ gf‘t:]aunk he had 30
points before he finished but his chil-
dren were beating him all the time. He
was a much better stud dog than he
was a champion and this always both-
ered Helene Spathold, that here was a
son of Yurok who in the show ring
could not compare to Yurok. But he
was one of the greatest stud dogs.
Time after time he would go in the ring
and get beatan by his own children.

[ remember one time when we had
Dorka and this was at the ime when
they'd pulled all the dogs and wouldn’t
compete against her, and our handler
said, “We're going in anyway,” and we
did and got the Breed with her which
i;avc us the points we needed with her,

had calls from different people, people
I hardly knew, who said, *You have
made history today. The judge that
you had was Helene Spa.tholdg,: father's
best friend. You went in with Dorka
with Helene having Rokandi and beat
him," [ didn’t know what it all meant.
She was a better show dog than he was,
but he was a wonderful stud dog, so
what does it matter? The children that
he produced are some of the greatest
show dogs today — the line comin
down through Yurok and Rokandi, 1
think you wall find that many other
breeders will tell you, myself included,
“Having a pup out of Rokandi is why
we are in the show ring today.” If you
have a very good showy champion that
1s 4 consistent winner, keep up with it

There are quite a few Sams that
people will push and push and push
and the dog gets tired of it. They are
off te shows every weekend, all over
the country. You will hear comments
on the outside of the ring like, “Why
don't they retire him?" because it’s a
shame he or she isn't showing like they
used to. A perfect example of that is
Ch. Pushka, out of our Dorok. After
he took the Best in Show, they had him
all over and it was getting to be quite
sad because he would go in the ning,
didn’t move as well, he was not the dog
he used to be, but his owners never
gave up - "I have a great dog.” Well,
sure, but retire him while he's great.
Put him in now and then but don't
keep pushing him, I hope I never keep
pm one. After you have reached a
peak of what you want, show them
now and then, but let the dog have a
vacation.

What dp you think s the one area where
breedurs are most lacking in hnowledge?

Most breeders now are very well
read and most of them are very recep-
tive to the newest things that are com-
ing out. I know, for instance, that
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Frances Powers goes inte medical
things much deeper than [ do and I am
very happy to sit back and let her tell
me. Gail is much better read about
everything than I am. [ used to be but
now it's much simpler. They are going
to tell me everything that is going on
and I don't need to get into it (laugh-
ter) If there is some particular thing
that I'm interested in, I'll pursue it. 1
used to read everything, all the very lar-
est, but I really don't care that much
anymore. I'll hear about it but I don't
pursue everything,

I your own breeding
years, what dp you feel
what didn t?

People have been more careful
about x-raying their dogs, though |
don't think you have to OFA every dog
you have. T haven't, bue if I have a
male that I'm going to use for stud, 1
will OFA him. The first thing we did
was have Sebastian x-rayed for hip dys-
plasia when we got him back so wc'dy
know what to do with him. It's for our
benefit. If he had any hip problem 1
would not breed him and would proba-
bly put him in a pet home. Pcapf: are
more careful about these things now.
Like the eyve problems, and now glauco-
ma has popped up, and I admire the
people who are being very careful
about this and are having their dogs’
eyes tested and not breeding indiserimi-
nately. These things have improved
over the vears and people are more
careful about not getting something into
their line. QOur dogs are much better
dogs, more bcautil%s] dogs, and mayhe
more sound dogs than they were ten
years ago and [ think it's because peo-
ple are a licde more careful. You have
to educate the people you are selling
puppies to. It goes on and on and
never staps. You are always educating

cople.

With three of you carrying on the White-
ciff name, what's the final say if you disagree?

‘We don't disagree. Frances “:j{]?l
give what she would like to do and Gail
and I will put our input into it, but we
will finally come up with, “Okay, go
ahead, sce what happens,” We allow
cach other to do our own thing, but we
do let each other know what we would
like to do-and intend to do. Even if one
of us says, “I don't know. I don't think
I would do it that way, but think it over
and if that's what you want, okay."
This kind of an attitede is why we have
gouen along. We are able to communi-
cate and that is a big plus.

Do you generally agree on the interpreta-
tion of the standard?

More or less, yes.

Do yau feel it'’s @ good standard?

Yes. Sometimes if you go improv-

gram over the
imparoved and
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ing things too much, you lose it. If you
stick to just the basies ... Like this bi
hullabaloo over the whiskers. [ don't
care whether they take them off or keep
them on but I think it should be your
own choice. There are times when the
female looks beter with them off. For
the Cow Palace show, I took off Alexis'
whiskers because they were going every
which way and I thought it looked terni-
ble, but other times we've shown her
with them on. It should be left up o
the person and not a law that you can-
not take them off. But if they are there
for a purpose, like with a cat, maybe
they should be lefi on.

How vmporiant &5 missing pigment?

That's a very interesting subject.
Our first Sam, years ago, had the black-
est nose you would ever want, but it
lightened up as she got older, You
would not believe the research I did. 1
even contacted a doctor in Israel ar
Arabia or somewhere. I'd read an arti-
cle where he had done some research
on black people that have these white
SFms appear and there was a certain
thing that he had used that eliminated
that. But I was younger then and it was
a lirele erazy to do that. He informed
me he really didn’t know anything
about dogs, but it was a nice letter,
(laughter) But I wondered if it didn't
have something to do with the loss of
pigment.

When Missy lived in Daily City,
the place was surrounded by cucalyptus
trees where there was hardly any sun.
Her nose, which had been dark,
became very light and it was hard
showing her with such a light nose.
Then she moved to Belmont and here
the yard was very sunny and a different
environment entirely. Her nose got
mice and black again. This is sull a puz-
zle to me but after she made the move
to Belmaont she developed a flea allergy
and we had quite a skin problem with
her. She lived to be about fourteen but
we did have a constant batle with a
skin problem that she'd never had in
the other place; and she'd never had
fleas in the other place but she did in
this place. Idon't know. Thereis so
much that would be very interesting to
know, and that, particularly, I'm very
interested in; but why do these dogs
lose their pigment when they start with
a coal black nose?

[ have a letter written by the
daughter of someone, who brought the
dogs from Sibenia inte England. She
writes that in northerm Siberia where
the dops came from, the dogs had the
lighter pigment but they had a sparkling
white coat, In the southern part they
had more the biscuit coat and the very
dark pigment. I thought that was quite




interesting.  Of course, they have
always had the snow nose and we had
that with the male we broui[bt down
from Alaska for breeding. Barbara
Weinig told us his nase would lighten
up in the winter and get very black in
the summer there. He would be down
here only a weck or so and his nose
would darken. Barbara is another very
good friend and very loyal to Whitecliff
and has been a great help to me over
the years. We have a very wonderful
relationship with her and she represents
Whitecliff in Alaska. (laughter)
Regarding our Chelsea, in her mother’s
scrapbook, they had a newspaper clip-
ping from a show that the mother of
our Chelsea had won, and the only
comment that the judge could make to
fault her was that her black nose and
eyes and everything were too black.
We have had very few noses that fade
coming down from Chelsca.

There is one cute story I will have
to tell about her. She had a wonderful
disposition and was very, very mater-
nal. She absolutely loved having pup-
pies. She would scll more puppies for
us if we had them. People adored her.
She would come in and look ar them
with these eyes like harbor seals” eyes
and people just fell for her all the ume,
Ome year we had gophers over the
whole back yard and she was fascinated
by them. She would spend all day in
her gopher garden :1111{)”::‘»'(:1' hurt
them. We'd sce them pop up out of
their holes and she'd be watching them.
She loved those gophers and she would
nat let the other dogs come by her
gophers and she spent that whole sum-
mer with the gophers. (laughter)

What do you think are the worst prob-
lems in the breed now?

I think we've conquered a lot.
Maybe it’s the people not telling the
buyers of their puppics what might
come up that is in the background, For
instance, il they have glaucoma in the
background and they have bred, they
should let people know that this could
be a problem. Years age, there was one
litter we had that was a disaster. We'd
bred one of our males - we traced it
down to what it was and where 1t actu-
ally came from - but that whole litter,
all the males in it were either cryp-
torchid or monorchid and we'd never
had any of it before. We started to do
research on it, and, at that tme, they
fele it came through the female and it
must have, because we never had it
again. You will find these things now
and again. You think, “It can’t happen
to me,” but it did, but we only had that
one litter and we kept away from that
particular strain from then on. I think
people are being pretry careful about
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how they are breeding now and are
looking into things more.
hat aedvice {i}w have for people pust
gelting starled m Sams?
Enjoy your puppy. (laughter) I
tell most people that we do the best we
can to pick out the puppy for the peo-

ple. T've found that this is rather impor-

tant because cvery situation that each
puppy is going to is different. We have
a doctor in Sausalite whose old Sam
had died and he wanted a female. We
got him one of Gainer’s litter out of a
bitch i Lake Tahoe: We had been to
his home. He rases orchids and 1t's a
beautifully landscaped place overlook-
ing the Bay. In his living room as you
came in was a sunken fish pond with
four of these big Japanese fish that are
like carp or something — veéry big and
beautiful and very expensive. We
picked out a puppy for the doctor that
was very mellow. It turned out great.
That puppy would stick her nose in the
water and one of the fish would grab
omto her nose. They were her friends.
There was anather of that litter that
was named “Pistol Patty.” She was a
hellion and was sold to a couple who

could handle her delightful naughtiness.

I5 there anything you would fike fo dis-
CILE I'.Irfli'nF e I&HI’.’{'H 'f I;'[?ll-'f'?’fd.?

Yes. One of my dear friends is
Lyanne “Kiwi” Knott. She represents
Whiteeliff in the Dallas, Texas arca.
Kiwi works so well with Frances Pow-
ers, Gail Spicker and myself. Itis very
rewarding,

I would also just like to mention
some of these dear friends again. Gail
Spieker and Frances Powers — even
though we don't always agree, we
respect each other's decisions. These
two friends can always be depended
upon to try and breed for the very best
Whiteeliff Samoyeds. We always have
a waiting list for our puppies. When 1
am no longer around, Gail and Frances

will be carrying on with the Whitecliff
name and traditions.

[ often tell people who geta
Samoyved from me that it might change
their whole life. Many of our friends of
today are ones that we sold puppies to
years ago. Kris Lierboe of Whitefish,
Montana — when Samoyed Rescue was
in need of suppart, a check from her
would arnive i the mail. We now have
an all breed fun show in the middle of
January which provides our needs for
the year.

Kathi Horton who has been my
friend since her first Sam, Ch. Midnight
Sun Kimba. It is not unusual for us to
talk on the telephone for an hour or
more. My husband used to time us.
He couldn't believe we could talk that
long.

Barbara Weinig from Anchorage,
Alaska has been a very good [riend,
and we communicate frequently.

Dr. Janet Rollins DVM, owner of
Ch. Yeti of Whitecliff G, has always
been a help over the years. Yeti was
purchased while Janet was a premed
student at Davis, Califormia, We often
laugh at some of our experiences at the
dog shows.

Karl and Jo Geletich have also
been friends of ours since their first
Samoyed. We co-owned with them
Ch. White Star IV and also Cl. Misty
Way's Peg of Whitecliff.

We do appreciate the Samayed
peaple who have given our Samoyeds
credit for the start of their champions
today, Susan Hampton, we thank you,
and also Daris Knoblock for the credit

riven Ms. Molly and Nakki in “The
gﬂmuycd Book." My husband and I
have always felt that acknowledgement
should be given to persons while they
are still ﬁ\-'i-ng.

Thank you so much for taking the time

for this tlerinew, IS been greal. =

In our next issue we will
present an interview with
Don and Barbara Winslow of

KARATYLL, as well as

spotlight the upcoming stars

of the breed.

The deadline

is May 1 ... don’t mass it!
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