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SAMOYED PEOPLE

The Samoyed Quarterly Talks With
PEGGY BORCHERDING
St. Louis, Missouri

This interview was taped in Now-
ember, 1879 at Mrs. Borcherding's
home.

Tell us how you got started in
Sams.

If anyone ever came In through
the "back door,” it was me. You would
have had to know my mother, wha was
very definitely a character. She lived
in Washington State for many years and

was a woman who never wrote a letter
if she could-get her hands on a tele-
phone. The only problem with that was,
she never; in all the years she lived oult
there, ¢ver: seemed 1o remember that
there 15 & two-hour difference between
there and here. Most ol her phone calls
came at midnight, It was NOT unusual
for the phone to ring at midnight.  You'd
pick it up and say, "Hello," and you'd
hear her say, "Guess what?" WNow, that
"guess what" could have been anything:
She could have gotten married again (did
that four times), she was going some-
where, she had bought semething she
really didn't need...

This timey however, the "guess what"
was that she and her husband at the time
kad bought Rick, my son, a dog. S5She
said they were having ‘a shipping crate
made and that the pup would be here
in two day's time. She also said that
when the dog was grown it would be
about 70 peunds and have long, white
hair. (She couldn't remember what the
breed name was.) After reminding me
that | should expect it to arrive at such-
and-such a time, she hung up!

My son was then twelve years old.
He was active in school and with hobbies
and past the time of having any great
desire for a dog. My husband didn't like
dogs. We had no fenced-in yard. In
fact, my husband was furlous, absolutely
FURIOUS, about this "gift."

The next morning, bright and early,
I was on my way to the library to at
least try to find out what kind of breed
we were getting. | went through what
books they had on dogs, trying te come
up with a sled dog with long, white hair
that would weigh 70 pounds. The Samoy-
ed was the only breed that came close.

Eventually the pup arrived, after
being lost in transit for about ten hours,
a two month-old Sam. My husband said,
"Alright, we've got this dog, but he's
not allowed anywhere but in the base-




ment, on the-back porch, ‘or in the yard.
And [ SLIPPOSE I'll now have to build
a fence!" He did a lot of muttering
the first couple of days., The dog was
lovely, seemingly very trainable as he
caught on quickly that he was not to
go past the basement landing and had
to stay on the back porch or in the
basermnent when indoors: In the meantime;
my husband was ordering materials and
readying things to get the ferice put up.
The dog was here about two weeks
when my husband came home from work:
one night and stated, "As long as we've
got this dog, he might as well be part
of the family. You can let him come
upstairs il be wants." Of course the
dog had him captured! HE was. the one
‘who spoiled the dog rotten, as he did
with the dogs that came after the first
one. But, understand, he doesn't LIKE
dogs! Well, he may NOT like dogs, but
he sure loved the ones we have owned.
Shar Khan (registered as Taymyr
of Krisland) was perfectly normal until
about four months of age., From there
on, though, he just went out of his mind.
He was prowing rapidly and had tremen-
dous strength.  Oh, | could talk abour
seventeen hours about this dog, but...
We, honestly and truly, had a differ-
ent kind of dog. He was a hyperactive,
a very TRUE hyperactive. And this was
at a time when hyperactiveness was sel-
dom diagnosed by verterinarians because
they didn't know much -about the syn-
drome. (This was back in 1958). Obe-
dience trainers didn't know much about
the problem either. They said such a
dog was too boisterous or aggressive,
and tried to train them with methods
rormally used to curb that type of
behavior. There were many, many
strange things about the dog. From four
menths of ‘age on, anything that was
portable, that he could get his teeth on,
was eaten. However, in his whole life
he NEVER touched a piece of furniture.
He ate the bark off the trées, he ate
the flowers, tin cans, books, socks, cigar-
ettes, shoes, throw rugs, rubber bands,
buttons and everything else. You name
i, he ate itl
He was getting bigger and bigger.
I laugh about his size when | think of
it today. In 1958, a 23 12" Samoyed
was a BIG, BIG dog; today, many bitches
are that size. MNewvertheless, he was
tremendously powerful, much more power-
ful than his weight or bone structure
would make you think he could be. He
was. getting more and more rambunctious
and we simply couldn't handle him. Tak-
ing him for a walk was actually taking
him for a RUN, going where he wanted
to goe ... and he wanted to go every-
where. He was also being 50 destrue-
tive. The training methods 1 read about
in books were just not working with him.
As a last resort, because we were
losing BOTH our house and our sanity,
I enrolled him in an obedience school.
Well, evervone wrestled him for the
twelve weeks we were there. Between
all of us, we got a certain amount of
training into him. On top of the hyper-
activeness, and this is sometimes some-

thing that goes along with it, we were
also to find out he was an EXTREMELY
intelligent dog. Now, | KNOW everyone
says THEY have the smartest dog in the
world, but this dog had an intelligence
of such a degree that it made for a
great many problems throughout his life.
He could outthink you, outtime you, out
ANYTHING you.

Anyway, we got a minimal amount
of training in him, at least enough so
we could take him out on a lead.
MNEVER, NEVER in his life could he EVER
be left off lead outside a building or
fenced-in yard. Never In his life did
anyone ever pet complete comtrol over
him. He did, however, gain a sufficient
amaunt of manners to make living with
him possible. The main thing was, T got
the training that was necessary to contin-
ue to work on his many problems, AND
I found myself so fascinated by the whole
obedience training thing that the next
logical step was for me to consider join-
ing an obedience club. 1 took that step,
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"Shar Khan" - Taymyr of Krisland

and, within a year, T was apprenticing

to learn how to be an instructor myself.
From there, one thing just progressed
into another, and, from the end of 1959
1o about 1967, | was primarily active

in obedience work. At this point | have
to digress a bit,

[ -am-a ‘service-oriented person, have
always been- a service-criented person.
| have belonged to a lot of different
clubs in my life, and in every one of
them I seem 10 end up in erganization-
type work. If there is something new
to be tried out, or a stinking, rotten
job that has to be filled, they often let
Peggy do it! (Or Peggy just upped and
volunteered to do it!)

Over most of these past twenty-one
years, I've never had the same kinds of
interests the majority of avid dog fanci-
ers have. In fact if you were to set
forth my credentials, the kind a dog fan-
cier is wsually judged by, how many litters
you have bred, how many champions in
them ... well, based on that, it would
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be utterly ridiculous: for vou to ! be siuing
here IH'[L'.'FVIC‘WI.HE me. 1 have never F,lut
a title on a dog, | have never personally
bred a dog, | haven't even been in the
show ring for seven or eight years, |
have done literally NOTHING with my
own dogs, Mo, | take that back. | do
have one leg on a C.DL with my Shar
Khan, a leg earned when he was ten
years, three months and two davs old.
As far as | know, that may be a record,
because he was trained for obedicnce
work when he: was ninge months old -
and it took me that long 1o get the first
feg!

Ldon't mean to imply that | kept
showing: ham regularly for nine years to
get the leg. | didn't. Shar was really
sofmething to watch jn the obedience
ring, until you ‘got to the "sits" and
"downs.” The times he was entered in
trials, he was never working on less than
a 195 score: when we got to the sits and
downs. We just pever figured out how
to make him stay! He was worked by
every well-known obedience trainer
argund in those- years, and none of them
ever came up with a solution because
another quirk about Shar was that he
absolutely had NO FEAR of any kind
of punishment. When he broke, it
wasn't to come to me - he wouldn't have
come to me in a thousand years - it
was 1o VISIT THE OTHER DOGS. He
visited every single dog in line, while
stewards and judges were trying to grab
him! He did this year after year, even
though he was never entered in trials
until we THOUGHT our latest problem-
solving method had ended the bad habit.

By the time he was seven years of
age; | had given up on him. In April
1968, 1 had 1o go out to the training
school one night and [ decided to take
him with me. | walked in just as the
class was getting ready to practice sits
and downs, and the instructors were de-
lighted to see us. Shar Khan was valu-
able in training classes becduse’ he served
as a test for how steady other dogs in
the class were. If they didn't break with
this idiot dog running up and déwn the
line greeting and smelling them, they
were pretty steady dogs. 30, this night,
I, of course, had to put Shar in line with
the other dogs. Would you believe he
stayed both on the sit and the down?
No one could believe it. | took him
back the next week and everything was
the same. Well, there was a local trial
coming up in May and | hurriedly put
an entry in. He went to that trial with
no practice except for a couple recalls,
He was showing signs of arthritis and
had some days when he would limp a
little and | didn't want to put any
pressure on him, or take a chance of
getting excused. He earned his leg: that
day, and with a score.of 190. 1 stood
in that ring and bawled like a baby
when | realized he was going to pass,

It was the only leg he was to get be-
cause six months later he was dying of
lung cancer and had to be put down.
50, for whatever Shar Khan was, or
wasn't, if it hadn't been for him, we
wouldn't be sitting here today.

1 ﬁ[}ftf"d Out: a8 an mstructor in
Novice training.  Within two years | was
the Director ol Training of the club and

I held that job lof tour years. | edited
a monthly obedience bulletin for the club
{or SEVEN Yedars, served as trial secretary
a couple years runming, held a couple
othier offices, and wrote lots of obedi-
ence articles. | ean't remember all the
things 1 did, but those years in obedi-
ence work were anvaluable.. They gave
me 3 far brogder education ahout dops
than | mught have gotten otherwise,

One of the smarter things | did
back in the beginping - and there dren’t
roo: many, things | have done: that were
very smart - was to join the Samoyed
Club of America. “Sams were guite rare
in the St. Louls area back in 1938, you
certamly didn't see tod: many of them
out in public. When the word got out
there was a Sam in a training class,

a few Bam owners were interested in
getting a logk at this "new dog in town"
and dropped by the training class to
take a look, One of the gals was most
helpful an giving me what information
she could about the -breed - you sure
couldn't find much about the breed in
books - and she was a mémber of SCA
and suggesied | join when she- realized
| really was interested in knowing maore
about the breed. It sounded very good
to me. By then, | was also desperate
for help in trying 1o find out what to
do with this uncommon dog of mine.
S0, | joined the SCA in 195%.

I devoured every issue of the "Bul-
letin" when it came out. Every time I'd
read an article written by sermesne who
sounded like they knew what they were
talking about, I'd sit down and write to
them, trying to pick their brains for
anything they might know that | didn't,
explaining my problems with Shar and
asking if they had come across any
ather Sams like him.

In a few years I'd built up a fairly
good correspondence with other people
around the country and some of that
correspondence continues today. Some
of these people are long since gone, but
they did share their knowledge with me
and, little by little, 1 was getting the
education | so badly needed. Combining
that with the careet in obedience work
was a pretty good formula., If you
really want to learn about dogs, go into
abedience training work. This is where
you're going to ledarn temperament,
structure, behavior patterns and every-
thing else under the sun, and if you
WANT to be a GOOD obedience instruc-
tor, which 1 definitely did, you study,
study, study. You study breeds individ-
ually; you study breeds in groups,
Obedience work, it's more than just
training a dog. You've pot to learn
grooming and you've got to: learn basic
health care, because you have to be
able to quickly spot if a dog isn't in
good shape. The majority of people who
are bringing their dogs in for novice
training work are first-time dog owners
and they cften know very little about
the basics. You may have to teach
them about proper feeding, grooming,
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heatth protectiong et cetera - even ba-
sics about the breed they own.

Back to the SCA. 1'was learning
d preat deal more about my breed
through the people who were willing to
share thelr knowledge with me, people
like Helere Spathald, who WAS Draya-
lene, Roberta Bickerstafl, who was very
interested In health problems, Lila Weir
{who ‘was to eventually get me involved
with the "SCA Bulletin"); and Dan
Wynne, now dead, who was very. active
in obedience work, as well as a NUM-
BER of peaple here in the Midwest.

In 1964, back when the SCA had
club divisions, | was asked to edit the
"Midwest Bulletin. 1 did that for a
year, ard copics of it used 1o go 10
certain pecple in other divisions. When
Lila Weir decided she wanted to retire
as editor of the national "Bulletin," she
asked if 1 would have any interest in
taking it on. ‘Of course, dumb me; |
couldn't refuse-a challenge like that,
malnly because 'm a frustrated journal-
ist, having, from the age of six years,
always known that | wanted to do some-
thing: in the writing and publishing field,
In fact, when | was.in high school, 1 had
this visiun of béing one of those dashing
foreign correspondents who travebed all
over the waorld. (I watched a lot ol
movies i those days), | think the main
reason | wanted such a carcer was be=
cause of the trench coats those people
always wore ... Humphrey Bogart and
that type of thing. What Happened was,
by the time 1 got out of high school, |
wasn't in great health and the doctor
said | was NOT to start college right a-
way, He said | needed a year to try to
build up my heaith and that if 1 didn't
have a COMPLETE change, something
terrible would happen to me. Well,
something TERRIBLE did happen to me -
Egot MARRIED! (It took a second try
to get that right!) 1 never did get to
college, never did get to be that dashing
foreign correspondent, but the frustration
remaired and anytime anyone meniioned
the word "write,” there | was, standing
and waiting for an opportunity to try my
hand at it.

When Lila Weir asked me if I'd be
interested in the job, it was an elective
job - there wasn't anyone opposing me
and that's the only way | EVER would
win an election. 1 don't win elections
if there is competition, not even if the
person Opposing me (S someone the voters
never heard of before. | don't know for
sure just what that means but | suspect
my "charming" personality isn't cne of
my greater assets! Again, | digress.

Being unoppased, 1 got the job.
Mow there | was, faced with editing wark
for a pational erganization, and going to
be doing.a publication which by then was
something more than a bunch of mimeo-
eraphed pages of type. By then the
"SCA Bulletin® was being done by offset
press and carried pictures and advertising.
There | was, with absolutely no knowledge
about graphic artwork. [ had a type-
writer that was about thirty years old
at that time, literally no graphic art
equipment (I didn't have the foggiest idea
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of what tools one MIGHT usel and, yet,

| had the audacity to think that [ could
do the work. Well, that first year was
certainly challenging and difficult.
FORTUNATELY, the "SCA Bulletin” came
out only four times a year and at that
point averaged around 25-30 pages an
issue. At that time it seemed GIGAN=
Ti!

I was lucky. [In getting prices here
in St. Louis on printing work, | went to
2 place chosen only because it was close
to home, |t turned out to be-an excel-
lent cheice as | got a printer whose
prices were reasonable, whose printing .
work was pood, and who turned into a
friend as the years went by. The printer
helped me a great deal in learning some
ol the basics ol graphic art setups and
in teaching me other printing knowledge
that was essential. [ went back to the
library, too, to see what information |
might latch onte therer  Guess what?
Hardly anyone writes books on graphic
artwork. Even those people who go to
college 1o train in graphic artwork don't
have textbooks like you have in other
specialty fields. Most graphic art train-
ing s done by the show-and-tell method.

Think about all thes: Here is
the peneral membership of & national
club hit with a completely unkaown
entity who is poing to serve for at
legst a year as the editor of their pub-
lication; OQutside of thase few people
I was writing to, and the members
of the Midwest Division who had already
had me- as an editor, the rest of the
membership was undoubtedly asking
edch other, "Who in the hell is Peggy
Borcherding?"  About the only point
in my favor was the fact that even
back then there weren't too many people
chomping at the bit to be editor, so
| guess they might have been grateful
that there was at least one person
in the club willing to tackle the job.
Anyway, | began editing the "SCA Bulle-
tin" in March of 1966, [ stayed with
it until the end of 1974, then | pave
it up.

Why?

My thought then was that it was
time to do something else. [ felt the
membership was growing tired of me,
and that there should be other places
that [ should go and other things 1
should do.  So, T:gave it upe Ten
months later, | got it back. The gal
who took over from me found after
ten months that she couldn't continue
and the club was rather desperate for
someone who could quickly pick up
the threads, particularly because it
was time for the December issue to
be produced, the biggest and most look-
ed-forward-to 1ssue of the year. The
president at that time, Estelene Beck-
man, called and asked if 1 could possibly
see my way clear to producing the
Décember issue. Well, Baby came home,
and Baby stayed]

| would have learned to live with-
out the job eventually, but the ten-
month layoff wasn't quite long enough
to get it out of my system.

It's awfully hard to give up some-

thing you've done far seven years, £5-
pecially ‘when you have seen 1 prow
and develop as much as the "Bulletin”
did in those seven years. [t went from
25-30 pages an Issue to around 100
pages an issue. By 197 1t was alse
being put out six times a year, and

the December issue was running over
200 pages. Editing it was an eccupation
that overshadowed everything else in
my life. Toeday the publication is back
to the four-times-a-year format which
does help considerably. [ now have

a little time left over to pursu¢ some
personal lile.

In 1923, when | gave it up, |
anly gave up the editing work, | certain-
ly didn't give up-any interest in dog
activities, MNo one has 10 ook too
hard to find places where theéy can
be wsed in the dog world if 1hey are
willing 10 expend time and energy.
Before | knew it, | was writing two
monthly columns for the two nationally-
published obedience magazines, "Off
Lead" and "Front and Finish." | also
tricd my hand at “some [ree-lance writ-
ng.  As you know, dog magazines very
seldom pay for articles they publish,

50 it jsn't all that hard to get articles
pulslished. 1 had no turndowns on any

of the stuff 1 was writing then, | also
took on some work within the Orthopedic
Foundation for Animals and | was the
ohedience representative to' the breed
panel group headed by Vern Bower.

With her untimely death, that has sort
ol fallen on hard times,

Hip dysplasia, its causes and cures,
is something very important to me.
Since 1938 1 have had just three differ-
ent Sams living in my house; and all
three of them turned out to be dysplas-
tic. This answers the questions on
why | have never finished any champltons
or done any breeding. My own personal
code of conduct with dogs was developed
early, and hasn't changed much. |
would never show a dog in conformation
that [ wouldn't breed, and certainly
1 would have never knowingly breed a
dysplastic dog. | never had anything
against showing a dysplastic dog in
MNovice obedience as long as the dog
would not be adversely affected by
such training and showing, but | would
never show a dysplastic dog in Open
or Utility, simply because I would never
jump a dog with this type of hip defect.

[ don't want you to think. that
I never cared that 1 have personally
owned no champions, or bred any litters.
| would have delighted in having such
experiences, but | was never so dissolu-
tioned by this not coming to pass that
| ever thought of giving up dogs as
a hobby. There are hundreds of people
who can breed good dogs, maybe even
thousands, just as there are many hun-
dreds of people who can put titles on
dogs, but people who are willing to
do SERVICE work for other people and
their -dogs, well, there are too few
of them. Since | am happiest and feel-
ing most useful when | am doing some-
thing for someone else, | don't feel
that | have lost too much by choosing
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endeaveors that go in a difierent direction
than the roads most dog fanciers follow.

Perhaps one other thing that makes
me different from a lot of other people
{s that what | consider hard work, and
what somecne else considers hard works
are sometimes two very difterent things.
To me, f 1 put in ten hours a day
on a job, | figure that's hard work.
I I put in Eour hours a day on clib
work, it seems like a very nermal thing
to do. Granted, this [eeling about
what constitutes, or doos mot constitute;
hard work may put me¢ in a spmewhat
different catepory than the normal
joiner or volunteer waorker, but it by
ng means makes me unigue.  Almost
no. club 15 without 1ts hard worker({sh

One other job | had for a few
years was that of Chairman for the
Juliet T. Goedrich Fund, and endowment
fund left by Miss Goodrich lfor the
bepefit af the Samoyed breed.
' Would you like: to elaborate on
this: frand?

For starters, Jullet Goodrich left
a certaiy amount of money for the
betterment of the breed. As I recail,
the original figure was something in
the neighborhiood of $15,000. It was
a certain percentage of her estate.
A number of people understeod that
this money was given to the SCA.
It wasn't. It was given to the group
making up the Midwest Division of
the SCA, and | was given to understand
that Miss Geodrich very definitely
wanted its administration to be retained
by this group. However, shortly after
Miss Goodrich died; the AKC mandated
that the SCA strip itself of its divisional
setup. At that point the membership
of the Midwest Division was asked to
select five people to administer the
fund. These people were to have sole
jurisdiction over the: money and how
it was: spent.

My name was one of those approv-
ed to serve as a trustee and, when
the person ariginally selected to serve
as chairman decided she didn't even
want to be on the commitiee, | was
asked by the president to take her
place.  The first thing done was the
writing of a constitution and by-laws
for the Fund. This was approved by
the Board of Governors of the Midwest
Division, and then we got to the business
of deciding how the money should be
spent, Believe it or not, making deci-
sions on how to spend someone else's
money is not all that easy.

One of the first things that was
done {and perhaps still the best) was
to make up a small pamphlet covering
the basics-of the breed. This pamphlet
was distributed free to area Samoyed
clubs to dispense in whatever way they
saw [it. Tt was sold to individuals
at 12 pamphlets for $1.00, and that
included postage. Many breeders have
used it to pass along to buyers of their
puppies, ‘and it has been given out at
dog shows, demanstrations, et cetera.
At the present time, the SCA is owner
of the pamphlet. The Goedrich Fund
is now too low in funds to centinue
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to distribute it.

Another project was the striking
of a medallion, this to be awarded
free to any SCA member achieving
a title on his dog. If it's a dog co-own-
ed by two members, both get a medal-
lion. These medallions are still being
awarded.

Since the by-laws of the ITG
Fund call for special aids to the Midwest,
it was decided to try to give some
special help to the midwestern Samoyed
clubs, but in a way that just wouldn't
be a handing out of money all at once.
Special packs of stationery were develop-
ed and given to all the midwestern
clubs in operation at that time and
they sold them with all profits going
inte their treasuries.

In 1968, the original, and privately-
donated, annual awards for Tap Winning
and Top Producing Samoyed were called
in by the people who had started that
project, and the president of the SCA
at that time, Buck Tiers, asked the
Goodrich Fund td take over. The Good-

rich Fund paid for and administered

those awards for a few years, but then,
feeling this project should fully be in
the hands of the SCA, turned the awards
over to it.

Some monies were donated to
‘charitable organizations.

I can't for the life of me now
recall just when it was that the deci-
sion to sponsor a pedigree book was
decided upon, but, once work began
on it, most other actions of the trustees
came to a halt until there was some
idea of just how much the publishing
of such & book would cost. The book
was to take much, much longer to com-
pile than anyone realized back in the
beginning. And, with printing costs
going up 5o rapidly during the years
it was in the works, it was to end
up costing nearly two times as much
as originally planned. With other work
taking up so much of my time, | resign-
ed my position as chairman and, not
too long afterwards, | asked that the
trustees find someone else to take my
place on the committee.

I must admit that [ am not very
good at committee work, especially
in committees that have more than

charge.

three people: [ believe if you have

a one-man commitiee you can get the

job done in six weeks, with three people

it will probably take six months, and

with more than that, you can go a

full year without getting anything done!
As long as 1 am making admissions,

I might as well make i1 known that

the pedigree book was NOT my idea;

it was not what | would have preferred

to have done with the money. However,

I don't want any misunderstanding here.

The pedigree book produced by the

Goodrich Fupd is beautifully dene, and

I make wse of it & great deal. | am

very sure that many others who have

purchased it also have gained much

from having it. The unfortunate thing

157 net enough Samoyed owners have

seen fit o add it to their libraries,
This s certainly not a thing which

is unigue to Sam owrners.  You find

it in all walks of life. People say

they want more information, more educa-

tion, more knowledge, bur an awful

lot of that is said only for appearance’s
sake. They don't want education if

it is going 10 cost them money. Hall
the time they won't-even take advantage
af it if 1t is given to them free of
Today, an entry fee to cne
show will cost as much as the purchase

of one very good reference book, but

it sure wouldn't be any gamble in betting
on which of the two things people would
choose as the more important.

Wow, if 1 had a buck for everyone
who told me they read every word
in the various publications 1 have edited

over the last thirty years, I'd be relative-

ly well-to-do now. Yet, | have had
it proven te me time and time again
that people do exaggerate about how
much they read, or even what they

read; 50 if P've not learned anything

else in my years of editing work, |
have at least come to know what to
expect from the readership of anything
1 am producing. |'ve broken it down.
I figure 25% of the subscribers will
read everything in each issue; 50%
will read half of what the issue contains,
and the other 25% will do little more
than lock at the pictures and read the
advertisements. 5o, you just might
publish something that could be quite
important as far as educational emphasis
is concerned and possibly end up with
73% of your readers not even looking
it ‘over. LORD KMNOWS there are times
when ['d love to discover a way to
make sure all readers actually do read
certain things, but... [ puess you've
got to put it on the front cover! (Some
of them might not even bother to look
at that!) Oh boy, losk where [ have
gotten to. Back to the Goodrich Fund.
The Goodrich Fund people realized
publishing of the pedigree book would
use up the larger part of its funds
but figured that sales would eventually
recoup maybe half the expense and
then allow them to take on some new
projects. One thing 1 had envisioned
doing before the pedigree book was
decided on as a major project was the
developing of more pamphlets, the kind
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that, like the original one, could be
given away, or sold to interested parties,
pamphlets that would cover grooming,
general health care, diseases, training
daogs for the show ring and 10 make
them better companiens. Such Informa-
tion is available in book form, but the
novice owner |5 less likely oo buy a
book, or even go to a library and pick
up one, than to read a nice covenient
pamphlet. 1f you can catch the novice
early enough, betore he starts to make
too many mistakes with his dog, or
give himn help that he doesn't know
where 10 go 1o get, | feel you are
doing a real service for the breed.
Eventually it can be a way, one way,
o improve ‘the breed.

Many people in other breeds wouldd
give their eye teeth to have a pedigree
baok like you have in Samoyeds. Why
are there two compeling pedigree books
in Samoveds?

Ohhh, you have hit a sore spot
there! At the time the Goodrich Fund
settled on doing a pedigree book, and
even after work on it was fifteen
months in propress; there was not the
slightest idea that someene else was
also working on one. When that news
came through It was really quite a
blow, especially since it was certainly
no secret that the Goodrich Fund was
undertaking such a project. At that
time, work on the Geoodrich pedigree
book was going pretty slowly as the
peaple who were doing all the research
an it were donating their time, and it
had to be very much of a spare-time
project. | was much . concerned about
there being two Eroups working on a
book of such a specialized nature and
got the other trusiegs to agree to my
contacting the other group to feel them
out on the idea .of us combining our
efforts and having just the one book.
Guess | wasn't a very good salesperson,
as that idea wasn't received favorably,
and, although | personally was willing
to take the loss, dropping our own ef-
forts, 1 was in the minocity there.

In fact, even later on when more time
passed and the book still wasn't close
1o being completed, | was still wondering
if the Goodrich Fund might not be
better off to call it quits. Here were
two groups putting out the same kind
of book, one that certainly wasn't going
to be a best seller (laughter), and ewven
one book on pedigrees was unlikely

to be much of a profit-maker. So,
what it all beiled down to was having
two groups of people having the same
idea at the same time, each going its
own way and not being able to get
together for a cooperative effort.
THAT'S REALLY A SHAME!

Okay, you now probably know
far more about the Goodrich Fund than
you really wanted to know when you
asked your question. Something you
have to learn: Sometimes asking me
one simple question leads to an hour's
answer!

What with editing work taking
up more and more of my time, | gradual-
ly had to drop other dog-related activi-
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ties | had. The six-issue-a-year publish-
ing- schedule finally became so god-awlul
time consuming that 1t was affecting
both my mental and physical well-being
and in 1997 it was cut back to five
1ssues:  Then, what with inflation; my
husband’s deteriorating health situation
which called for my assuming rmore
hausehold duties, and a brand-new kind
of competition, something called "The
Samoyed Quarterly,” | felt the best
solution was: 1o g0 back to the four
isses & year that we had when | started
out in 1966,

The cutting back made doing each
gssue more enjoyable as | had some
breathing space between each issuc,
and for thé first time in five years,
| have even managed to consider some
work. for a different kind of organiza-
tion, this time the American Dog Own-
ers Association. [ have been a member
of this group from the time It came
into existence. | feel the Association
does YALUABLE work in areas where
the individual dop owner, or even a
club; cannot reach. Back in 1973 1|
did some research work for them, when
they were bullding evidence to expose
the organized dog fight competitions
and betting that was going on in many
parts of the couniry.

As miuch as the ADOA has accomp-
lished, | have felt they have always
done & lousy job in self-promotion and
in the public relations department.

And, another habit of mine, for pood

or bad, is letting people know how

I feel about their products or methods
of opération or what have you. | have
on numerous occasioens written to the
president of ADOA, expressing my opin-
on that ADOA would have a much lar-
ger membership and do even mére good
if they would only get information about
the organization and its activities into
the right hands. Guess 1 wrote one
letter too many, 'cause finally | got

one back offering me the job of setting
up a better communications department.
It was sort of a "put up or shut up"
situation. S0, what could [ do but

tell them [ would give it a try, with
the understanding [ had other duties
that came first and the amount of

time 1 could give them would be limited
to what was left ever after my prior
obligations were taken care of. They
accepted me on that basis, and at the
present time 1 am still trying to get

a basic malling list put together. And,
doing that has provided another interest-
ing look into the world of dogs and

the people who help to make it go
around. .

The first order of business was
to draft and send out a form letrer
and simple Information form to be fill-
ed in and returned. A self-addressed,
stamped envelope was even provided
for that return. These letters went
out to every licensed and sanctioned
dog: club in the country, and this in-
cludes the all-breeds clubs, the specialty
clubs ‘and the obedience ones. Did
you know there are about 2,400 of
them?

That's. incredible!

Yeah, you don't belleve there
are thart many until you sit and make
up 2,600 mailing labels. There's sgrme-
thing else that's hard to believer Those
letters went out the Ist of July and
now, in November, they are still being
returned, so apparently. lots of club
secretaries are not too swilt about
answering mail. What is rather depress-
ng 15 that so far only half of the
clubs have responded, even though the
form to be filled out 15 very simple.

It asked only if the club published a
newsletter, 1f so, how often, the nanwe
of the publication, the name and address
of the editor, and if there was someane
else information could be sent 1o if

the club had no publication. Remember,
even the envelope and postage for re-
turning the form was provided.

What do you want loode after
sau hove the mailing list?

It's all well and good that the
American Dog Owners Association sends
out a newsletter to mermbers, but that
isn't doing much to get the general
dog-owning public familiar with its
work. Besides, some of the stuff in
the newsletters wouldn't be of that
much interest 1o nonmembers. What

| would like to see done, and why |
feel we need a special mailing list
made up of editors.and professional
writers, is 1o work up special news
releases when something warranis ane
and get THESE to the people who can

spread the word. We would keep the
néws releases short and easy to reprint
and, hopefully, with no need to edit
thern. It might well be; and I:am sure
this is so, that there are undoubtedly
many people who are presently unfamil-
iar with the work of the ADOA, who,
if they knew more about it, would feel
the organization was worth joining,
and the more members the ADOA has,
the more it can do

Anyway, this is something new
l am trying to do this year, even though
you might question my sanity (laughter)
for taking on-a project of this magni-
tude. 1 feel if you've got a sincere
interest in dogs and if you are interest-
ed in dogs beyond your own, then you
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must be willing 1o sacrilice something,
be it extra time or money or both.

| dearly love the Samoyed breed,
yer | sit here teday with no dog at
all. 1t has now been two years since
| have had one lor my own personal
companion. | have no dog because
I cannet as yet reconcile myself to
another bréed and the doctors. say |
MUST ROT ever again own a dog as
tarpe "as a Sam.  They have: set limits
on any future dog | own. It can be
na more than twenty-five pounds at
maturity. | have tried really hard to
consider getung another dog. | can
wark myself up to the point of being
almost ready to buy and then | can't
take the step of actually centacting
a breeder. Ewven though | may forever
be denied another of my own, the Sam
s MY breed.

M great many people have heard
all this before, but | never pass up
an oppartunity o make mention ol
It because i1 has been S0 lmiportant
in the life | have: led for the past
twenty-one years. | DO have a husband
who - is totally disinterested in most
aspeats of the dog world.  He couldn't
care less-abeut a lot of things dog
fanciers consider life-and-death matters.
He couldn't help-but learn a little some-
thing about the Samoyed alfter nineteen
years of living with them, and, while
I think he may have loved our three
dops even more than | sometimes did,
I am still not sure he ever developed
any great love for dogs in general.
Yeét1, this dear man has probably done
more scrungy work’ for the breed than
a lot of people would ever consider
doing. First ol all, he has been putting
up with me for some 32 years now!
He has learned to live with the sound
of the typewriter going day and night,
to have lights burning inte the wee
hours .of the morning. He has accepted
living in a house that is half-filled
with stuf{ belonging to some club and
never having quite enough room to
store his own things: He has sat and
stapled thousands of bulletins together,
lugged thousands and thousands of
pounds of them to post offices in afl
kind of weather. He has accepted
the fact that there will ALWAYS be
at least one box of bulletins in the
trunk of the car he is driving and that
the telephone will ring and wake him
out of a sound sleep, all because some-
one is not paying any attention to the
listed hours for calling. He has paid
for hundreds of dollars worth of equip-
ment to make my work easier, equip-
ment that so often the club’s treasury
couldn't afford. And year after year
he brings home all sorts of gadgets
and supplies that he thinks might help
me in my work. He has been a help
and a shoulder to lean on for so many
years that | couldn't even begin to
put a price on his services.

I'don't think most people realize
what really goes into what you're doing.
There is NC way that anyone
who isn't familiar with the publishing

business can EVER understand what




it's all about.. | have, at this point,
almaost stopped 1rying to explain it
because there's no way you chn correctly
explain methodology without people
seeing it at work for themselves.
then you might have to have them
hang around for a week when a deadlirg
s upon you before they would pet the
true flavar of things,

Peoplé are kind and complimentary,
particularly if you're doing this stuff
on a voluntary basis, whether they really
mean it or not. It woeuld be a rare
person who would léok you in the eve
and say, "You do a rotten job.” |
appreciate their appreciation, but when
most of them say "I KNOW the ume
it must take," they really have no con-
ception of the actual ume it DOES
take. They see a [inished product and
can realiZe to some extent the Kind
of time that might have taken, but
how can they “see" all the different
kinds of bookeeping duties;, the keeping
of inventories current, the letterwriting
necessary o get many of those pages
filled in the first place. Many people
don't realize that even before you put
one issue o bed you are already starting
work .on the next ene, or maybe even
an the one after that.

I have joked any number of times
about the desire | sometimes have to
publish some-ad copy exactly as. it
i5 sent in. If not a very good way
to keep the goodwill of -an advertiser,
but it might be a real eye-opener as
to why it can take so much time to
get copy into camera ready form.

Some days you can work eight or ten
hours and end up with only five pages
of finished copy to show for that time.
Then there are the deadlines that your
whole life is guided by. [ haven't read
any recent surveys on the subject, but
it used to be that the highest percentage
of alechelics in any profession was

in the publishing business;, and in every
end of the business, be it publisher,
reporter, pressman, even down to

the printer's devils. Perhaps that pic-
ture is changing teday, but | know that
the printer 1 used to have was involved
in a program to hire alcohelics going
through a rehabilitation program.

Do you think it's just the pressure?

Certainly the constant working
against. deadlines, the pressures, the
rush jobs, would all have to play a
part. This is a thread that has run
through this field for a long time.

I'm & reader, and 1 particularly
enjoy biographies and autobiographies,
especially by or about people in the
arts. Read a book written by a report-
er and -seldom do you pet very far
before you find reference to faverite
"watering spots," the daily gatherings
there, and the number of co-workers
who at one time or another had a severe
drinking problem. The field of journal-
ism is very specialized and hard for
the people on the "outside" to relate
to, but it is a field filled with many
highs and lows. It's like when dog
people get together, about all they
ever talk about is dogs. Don't you

Even
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often ieel like you are speaking in
some foreign language wher you ey
o talk about dogs with someone who
has little knowledge about them, or
who has never been 10 a dog show
and rmay never want 1o go 1o ane?
How often does anyore over enter
a dog in a show without a consurming
desire to win? Losing can be a very
low blow. The tensions in the publishing
business are much the same; but here
you have lo1s ef people waiting for
the results of your actions, and, I
you don't perform on time, you can
lose customers, or, at the very least,
have a disappointed bunch of people.
The trouble is, on an individual
basis, all kinds of people don't think
about YOUR deadline schedule. They
figure if they are a little late meeting:
the deadlines you set for them, that
won't maiter too much. There you
are tearing your hair out, because those
late arrivals are going to make you
late, but who is o know that yvou aren't
te blarme if the magazine arrives late?
Famous words: "But | was only a couple
days late in-getting it in. The big
thing about voluntary service work |s
that people generally take on such work,
be it for a dog club, one for cats, Afri-
can violers; a church, politics; or what-
ever; for one of two reasons: because
they feel they have a duty to their ¢lub
or they are looking at the work as a
means of self-advancement. No, not
all people holding down a job do it for
those reasens; but a great many do.
I'have NO sense-of-duty feeling when
| agree to take on such work in a club
or another kind of organization. | take
it on either because it effers some per-
sonal challenge to me or because | hap-
pen 1o like the particular job that needs
10 be done, | simply can't function
well out of a sense of duty. [t makes
an absclute nervous wreck of me. And,
since: 1 haven't any special place | want
1o get to, making a name for myself is,
consequently, of little importance.
Besides, how many people do you know
who ever make much of a name for
themselves solely through service work,
the volunteered, unpaid kind? Consider
the people in the dog werld who are
the most highly respected, who are the
BIG pames. For example, stand me
over on this side of the room, then stand
a professional journalist on the other
side, bring in a group of people who
are familiar with the work we both do,
and see where that crowd is going to
head. It has little to do with one of
us being any better than the other.
It's just that if you get paid for your
journalistic efforts; people naturally are
more impressed and eager to make them-
selves known to yoéu. It's the same
with the professional handlers, even now
that the AKC no longer issues licenses
to them. Watch them at a dog show
and watch people cater to them. The
same ‘way with judges; they don't make
& living out of this endeavor but they
do have that all-important decision power
and they get plenty of special attention.
They den't even have to be judging at
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a show in order to have people give
them this special attentlon. The person
who has top winning or top producing
dogs will be sought out repulariy.

No, the club worker is not very
likely 1o ¢ver be anyone's hero, or have
his- name remembered alter he leaves
the scene. The very wlea that | am
doing the kind of work | do for honor
and plory is absolutély STURID. 1f 1
wanted honor and glory, I'd 1ry 10 go
sormeplace where there was a paycheck
as compensation for my services, or
I'd take a stab at writing a best seller
(pure fantasy). Homor and glory doesn't
dapply here. | KNOW I'm not good
enough to ever make any big-time scene
in dogs. I was simply lucky to have
gotten the opportunity to work at some-
thing | have never stopped enjoying,
and something which offers new chal-
lenges. Sure, a ot of werk is repi-
Litious, but there s always room for
improvement and. always room to try
out new things. Just the wide contact
with people all ever the world is fascin-
ating in itsell.

Good heavens, before 1 got imto
dogs, Iwas doing literally dozens: of
different things. | organized card par-
ties, ran rummage sales, put on fashion
shows, wrote and produced an amatéeur
musteal revue, put together a worhen's
kitchen band. 1 was a lotto caller (or
bingo), served as a section leader for
LUinited Fund drives, made doll clothes
by the hundreds, put together about
thirty. handmade quilts all by mysell.
| did lets of different things, wouldn't
you say? Getting into dogs was the
best thing that ever happened to me
as | finally found sort of a permanent
niche for mysell, or at léast found some-
thing [ have not tired of in the past
twenty years. Tomorrow, though, I'Il
probably grow tired of it (laughter), be-
cause every time the deadline for the
"SCA Bulletin" comes due and you are
faced with all these problems of getting
this thing ready... By the time vou do
your last piece of copy and take it to
the printer, you are saying, "MEVER
AGAIN, I'VE GOT TO BE OUT OF MY
MIND. WHY AM | DOING THISI" |
think serubbing floors would be easier!
You think to yourself that you simply
can't face another deadline. | go
through this every three months.

Sametimes it's almost like giving
birth!

Hew right you are! Maybe you're
just transposing what someone else has
already thought of, but it's still that
thing. When it comes off the press,
you seée it and it's like holding a new
life in your hands. You say, "WOW,
| helped give this life," -and you find
yourself starting to look forward to be-
ginning the next issue. The toughest
part, 1 have found, is forcing yourseli
to set up for the next issue. You have
to get all the equipment out and assign
yourself a certain daily quota of woerk.
That first couple days on a new issue,
that's the hardest. Of course | have
one ather problem: | have no real tal-
ent, at least no artistic talent.



Oh, | can string words tegether,
sometimes, and. have them come out
sounding net too bad, but | can't draw
at all. While | can follow patterns,

I would never be able 1o create patterns
on my bwh. There are three things

I guess | DO have: 1 like to werk with
my hands; | am efficient; and | KNOW
how to organize to make the best possi-
EBle use of time. | don't mind routine

if it's a routine I've developed. Thage
things can get you quite a long way

even without any real big creative talent.
1 ¢an achieve the amount of work' |

do simply because | DO have a routine
and efficient methods of operation.
Perhaps | should also add one mare thing
to that list, and that is, | THINK [-have
a sense wi humor, It may be a rather
stranpge sense of humor but it has saved
me many. times when | have started

1o take myself and what 1 do too serious-
ly.

There are many people in the world
of dogs who do have a pretty good sense
of humor of their own, but it has always
made me just a little sad that so many
people who take up dogs as a hobby
seem 1o be strangely lacking in a sense
of humor. [If they had one when they
started out, they lost it somewhere along
the way, someé ol them. Yert, is there
any hobby where a sense of humor is
more important? Take yourself too
seriously and you end up being: the big
loser. Tt doesn't make any difference
how good you think you are at what
you do, there is almost always someone
waiting in the wings that can do it bet-
ter. | think about this sometimes. What
was considered a good specimen of the
breed {any breed) twenty years ago,
might have a problem ‘winning anything
today, Mames of dogs are remembered
longer than the people who have them,
and then only a few out of the thousands
of dogs barn every year are remembered
five years after they are off the scene.
Overrating one's own importance, or
not being able 1o laugh at oneself now
and then, or being unwilling to poke
a little fun at this business we are in,
that does make Jack-a very dull boy:

It's just like the dogs, the breed.

I cannet find within myself the willing-
ness to-go to another breed, yet I've
MNEVER overrated the Sam. 1 don't be-
lieve it's the most intelligent breed in
the world, | don't think it has qualities
that can't alse be found in other breeds.
The Samoyed does have its own special
look, and its charms certainly outweigh
its lesser desired features, but 1 DO
NOT, and NEVER have, set the Samoyed
up on a special pedestal. Perhaps my
greatest fault with my own dogs was
that 1 faulted them too much.

Of course one of the reasons why
1 might have been tolerated by the SCA
membership as long as | have is because
| don't offer any competition to anyone
in the ring, or as a breeder. 1 can be
more objective in looking at the breed
than someone who is totally involved
with showing and breeding. There is
no particular style of dog or bloodline
that | think is far superior to any other.

I hope | can appreciate the value of
the breed on an individual basis, from
dog 1o dog. | really am convinced my
job 15 somewhat ecasier than it would
be if | were outr there @s a competitor
for points, or as a seller of pups and
stud services.

While the lack ol activity as an
exhibltor ‘or breeder makes the job easier
i ene wav, there is another dark side
to it, ONE really, really big drawback ..
and one | haven't ever talked too much
about in public. I'd LIKE to think, be=
cause ['ve studied so hard and put in
a lot of sweat and toil, that | KNOW
a fair amount about the breed. As |
have mentioned already, those years
in obedience work greatly furthered my
education about dogs in general, and
no one ever learns all there is to know
about his own breed without studying
other breeds too. You are only kidding
yourself if you think that isn't necessary.
During this learning process [ have read
books an every possible subject relating
to dogs. Back in those salad days |
often read a dozen books a week, just
on the subject of dogs. (This was not
as great a task as you might think as
| redd about 1,500 words a minute, s0
could get through many of them rather
quickly.) Eventually, I learned to be
more selective in subject material as
well as in separating really knowledgeable
authors fram those who were really not
writing from personal experience or re-
search. Three areas were eventually
to be specialized in: dog structure and
movement, temperament, and health
care and diseases.

In spite of the knowledge 1 have
tried so hard to attain, as soon as peaple
find out [ have never fimished a champion
or bred any dogs, they begin to think
my knowledge is probably second-class,
if of any value at all. How can anyone
know diddly poop about the breed if
they own no titled dogs or have done
no breeding? 1 just realized something.
MNow that [ have emphasized all the
things 1 have never accomplished in this
magazine, my credibility might even be
worse off than it was before. See what
can happen to you if you get too honest?

Actually, 1 went through the question-
ing business first in obedience. In cbedi-
ence there is a very large belief that
you should net be instructing in ANY
stage of training until you have finished
titles-on a couple of dogs. In other
words, you don't instruct in Nevice until
you have a CD, or in Open until you
have a CDX, and so on. Yet, if I'm
ever going 1o brag about talent 1 possess,
or did possess, it would probably be what
I was able to do as an obedience in-
structor. It even surprised me a little
as | never realized before that
I might have the makings of a pretty
good teacher. | seemed to be able to
get through to people, perhaps because,
when it came to -other people's problem
dogs, | had already been there, and been
there, and been there, with cne of my
own. | was never an "easy" Instructer;
one guy told me that his top sergeant
in the army was a pussycat compared

106

to me. Time and again, studeénts would
hate my guts aiter the first couple ses-
sions.  The only reason they wouldn't
drop out of class was because they were
going to SHOW ME that they could be-
come better handlers than | was giving
them credit for beng. Strangely, in case
alter case, on graduation mght after
these dogs- would do well and be piven
their diplomas, the owners would come

to me and express theiwr appreciation for
my having driven them so hard. They
would tell me how much they didn't like
me during 2 certain stage of training

but ‘how that feeling started to change
when they began to get control over their
dogs-and the dogs became better behaved
and performed obedience exercises with
enthiusiasm and more precision.

Atter awhile 1 lost count of the
number of dogs going through my classes
that earned obedience titles, and that
earned class placings while getting those
titles. | can remember with pleasure
that many of those dogs linished in three
straight shows, and very few of them
needed more than four or five shows
at the most to achieve the tide.  So,
even if | never put an cbedience title
on a dog myself, just maybe | was a
little bit resporsible for some of these
other dogs that got them.

No, | have never owned a champion
mysélf, but there are a few péople who
DO own champions because 1 had enough
knowledge to send them to places where
I knew they could buy dogs good enough
to- earn that particular title. The cham-
pionships of a few dogs might have come
a little faster because | had the know-
ledge to show people how to groom and
train their dogs so they looked good and
behaved properly when they went into
the ring., [ like to think that the many
dogs | have evaluated for people over
the years were evaluated properly as
to their potential as show animals or
decent breeding stock. Maybe | have
helped a little in setting up some good
breedings, and maybe 1 have helped in
keeping some poor quality litters from
being born. Goodness knows | have given
out a lot of instruction on how to groom
a Sam properly and how to tape the ears
when they are slow 1o come up. | have
also gotten dogs on proper diets, diagnos-
ed health problems some people didn't
know their degs had, encouraged many
people to get their unmanageable dogs
inte training classes and gotien others
inte. the hands of good, reliable vererin-
arians. Yet, that BIG question still re-
mains in the minds of so many people:
How can you know very much about
the breed if you don't exhibit or breed?
One can't really knock people for feeling
that way. Let's face it, exhibiting and
breeding is where the action is!

Going back to people who make mon-
ey in dogs, and how they are more often
catered to than the do-it-for-free bunch.
A number of years ago | met the owner
of one of the mest famous animals in
the United States. | was to spend a
whale evening in his company. This was
undoubtedly the rudest, most ignorant,
obnoxious person it has ever been my
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rmisforiune o come across, yet he was
being catered 1o by everyone there that
evening.  He was in -5t Lows: te promate
a product so the peopleé from the com-
pany making the product may have been
forced te sulter in silence and enture
this rude, loul-mouthed, unknowledgeable
mian, but... 1t wasn't until later that
night when | was driving home that |
realized the WORST thing of all - | had
nothing 10 gain from this man, and by all
that “was: hoely, be should not have gotten
away with everything he was doing that
evening, but | had sat all evening, and,
with the exception of disapreeing mildly
with him' on a couple of his pieces of
misinfarmation about dogs, | did nothing
else to indicate my displeasure with his
actons, Why didn't | speak out? 1 sat
there embarrassed and disgusted, but 1
said nothing because he was FAMOUS,

a big NAME. | have never forgotten
that and i1 is @ great reminder when
one gets overly impressed with one's own
meral code and sense of ethics; or gets
on'a soapbox to encourage others to be
miore like you are. Maybe we aren’t
quite as honest, moral and upright as

we sometimes like to believe we are.
Sometimes you aren't one bit better than
the guy next to you when it comes to
having occasion to honor what might be
o false prophet.

Again, | don't think we retain quite
enough of a sense of humor when it
comes to passing judgment on others.
How can something be pleasurable if
there is little or no fun involved? Seeing
the funny side of things can keep you
from getting too pompous, or putting
too much value on your own importance
in the scheme of things. Perhaps | am
lucky in getting the wind taken out of
my sails. as often as 1 do - like having
someone in the club call my number for
information, a club member that is, and
having that person not even know that
I am the editor, or getting a letter that
addresses me as "Dear 5ir" from a club
member. [f members are paying that
little attention to your name, you had
better learn that getting your name in
print isn't quite as important as you
might think it is:

It does mean a great deal to a lot
of peaple though.

Which way do you mean that?

You're a powerful person in Samoy-
eds,

"TORY"

#

WQFI‘}'W‘O!L
write dozens and dozens of letters | don't

I DO NOT believe that. | feel ab-
solutely, and this 15 TRUE, NOQ SENSE
OF POWER WHATSOEVER. | feel a
great deal of {ear.
person, this could be true. | am no
saying thar the position couldn't be USED
FOR POWER, but I've bent over back-
wards for thirteen years, sometimes al-
moest to too much of an extreme; to
never cater 1o any particular group {(and
in dog clubs, &s in anything else, there
are cligues). 1t doesn't make any differ-
ence If you're my best friend, you don't
get treated one single bit different than
anyone cise when i1 comes to the "SCA
Bulletin 1 will say this, in the years

I've been doing it, there were times when

I've had to withstand a great deal of
pressure by some rather powerful indivi-

duals who would, at times, want to use

the "Bulletin" for their own specific pur-
poses.  've had steepless nights when
that kind ‘of thing accurred, | feel that
any person whe joins the Samoyed Club
of ‘America is equal to any other person
as far as it relates to the "SCA Bulle-
tin."  They all pay the same kind of
money, they should have the same rights
and privileges. | will not allow myself
to be used, at least not intentionally. 1
will pot USE or BE USED. Maybe the
other thing is that | am -an extreme

To this day 1 probably

really have to write because | don't take
it upon myself 10 change things that peo-
ple do send in without trying to let them
know about the changes before the copy

gOEs o press.

If someone asks for a special style
of lettering in an ad and [ can't provide
ity | just don't substitute without writing
a letter to the advertiser and letting
him know about that. [ can't ALWAYS
manage to do it, but | try to give, to
the greatest extent | can, whatever it
is that people do want. This power you
talk about, if it is there, hepefully I'm
not using it. JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE
(N A POWERFUL POSITION DOESN'T
NECESSARILY IMPLY THAT YOU USE
THE POWER AVAILABLE.

| never think of it in that light.
| never think that because [ am THIS,
this SHOULD be like THIS or I'm going
to PUSH to make it like THIS because
I'm in the position I'm in. It quite liter-
ally is something that doesn't cross my
mind. [I've a very strong mind and am
very opinionated, with a sharp tongue,
and | speak my mind.
and that | probably will not change.

If 1 feel I'm right on something, not you
or the greatest force in the world will
change me. [t doesn't mean ['m neces-
sarily right, but if I THINK I'm right,
I'm alsp a fighter. Don't back me into
a corner because you'll have a tough
time knocking me down.

People have tried to do it by knock-

ing the character or making false accusa-

tions or insipuations or innuendos, or
stuff like that, and it hurts a lot, but
you TAKE this anytime you're in & posi-
tion of being in the public eye. You
have to take a lot of it and it'll hurt
like heck, but it's NOT the way to get
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| 1o me.

Perhiaps, with-another

THAT is all there,

If you want 1o knock me out of
the race, that isn't the way you get
through to me. [I'm rock-hard stubborn
in certain areas and 1 do light {or survi-

val. I've pot a certain code | live by
and .a certain set of ethics. Hopelully,
in the ethics department, while | might

be very strong In trying to adhere to
them mysell, 1 am today better about
not trying to ram MY ethics down some-
one's’ throat, Besides, this s a very lit-
tle pond after all, this being dn editor.

To the people in the pond, it's the
mest important pond in the world,  You
know as well as [ do that there are @
lot of peaple out there who feel the most
impartant thing in their Hves (s getting
in the "Bulletin."

They say so; [ don't really Know.
I'm never satisfied with the "Bulletin,”
that may be it | logk at it and keep
thinking about how much better it could
be. I'm always horrified by my bad typ-
ing. 1 would say, if I've pot an issue
or ené Issue out of every six that | am
even reasonably pleased with, that's pret-
ty good. For the most part, however,

I'm NEVER satisfied with my-efforts.

I think people have the wrong coenception
of what the "SCA Bulletin," or what "The
Samoyed Quarterly,”" will do for them.
They keep using this word "education."

| don't think 5Q really edueates, | don't
think the "SCA Bulletin" really educates:
Both publications INFORM, but you don't
get educated. about a subject by reading
one article on it. Maybe il you read

a full book about it, but.. We inform,
we try 1o give people knowledge they
didn't have before. THAT i3 educatlon,
true, but it ish't in-depth education, it's
just a surface thing, a once-over-lightly.
In & magazine (and 1 feel in all respects,
shape and form the "SCA Bulletin" is
pretty much in the magazine category,
you've got to cater to a lot of different
tastes so the magazine's going to cover

a number of difierent subjects. This

is why people don't read everything.

At least some people are honest about
this, yes. There are a FEW who admit
they never read an obedience column

or one about sledding;, or any of the
jregular special feature columns that do
appear. You are always getting people
coming to you and telling you there
aren't enough articles on breeding, groom-
ing, health, or whatever, because they,

of course, would like to see their own
special interests covered in greater debth.
The individual reader doesn't always stop
to think that there are 1,200-1,300 people
reading this magazine and that among
this number there are lots of different
interests and tastes. The best you can
do as editor is try to have a little some-
thing in there for everyone. You can't
possibly satisfy the needs or desires of
people with specialized interests. Unhap-
pily, all too often the articles you print
that have the most meat in them turn
out to be the articles that a lot of peo-
ple will skip over. We continue 1o have
far too many peocple looking to publica-
tions such as 5Q or the "SCA Bulletin”
as their primary source of education and
that's bad. If you really want to leéarn



about dog structure, then yol have to
read as many BOOKS as you can that
are devoted to that subject. You go oul
and spend a lot of time looking at dil-
ferent cxamples of the breed: in fact,
you go put and look at a lot of dogs

ol different breegds. You ask guestions.
You do what you can to find people who
really «da know dog structure and you
get them to-point out the right and
wrangs i dogs' gaits. One article in

a magazine, even il 1t has a few skewch-
es 10 go along with it sn't going 1o
teach you much about gait, ahy more
than a couplé articles on. grooming aren't
going to teach you how 1o become an
expert in that department. You have

to watch the experis do it, ask questions,
and then do a lot of practicing on your
own. For the most part, all single arti-
cles can do i5 whetl your appetite enough
to make you want ta learn more.

I don't see the "SCA Bulletin® as
any deep educational tool. | see it as
somewhat informative, but it only
provides surface knowledge. It can't
really BE any mere than that and still
be reasonably -satisfactory to the number
of people it is being made up for. Some-
one has supgested that we should do spe-
cial issues, the kind that hone in on just
one special subject at a time, breeding,
training, nutrition, et cetera. That for-
mat would undoubtedly delight about a
hundred members at a time, but would
probably make another eleven hundred
scream to high heaven. You do the best
you can. This goes back to people not
understanding - the concept of magazine
publishing.

At this year's Specialty, one person
came up to me and very flatly stated
that they didn't read one person's col-
umns and one person's ads. Yet, at the
same specialty, | had ‘other people come
up and say how very much they enjoyed
and looked forward to reading these par-
ticular items. Almost frem the beginning
of time the human race has been telling
each other that you can't please everyone
at the same time. Nowhere is this any
triser than in the publishing business.

In this whole, silly life | lead, | keep
going from the sublimely ridiculous to
the sublimely ridiculous! I've only per-
sonally owned three dogs. This was, first
of all, because Bob, the husband, did
put his feot down on having more than
one dog at a time, and 1 figured the
one thing around here that maybe should
stay in relatively good shape was my
marriage.. Certainly my back wasn't
staying that way, and evéentually that
physical problem became severe enough
so 1 could have never managed maore than
one dog at a time anyway. Then there
was the heartbreak each time x-rays
diagnosed hip dysplasia in each of
those three dogs. There was that highly
intelligent but "very difficult to live
with” dog. My veterinarian, who had
Shar ‘Khan for a patient most of the
dog's life, always thought | should write
2 book about him. Here was a hyper-
active and highly oversexed (which often
goes aleng with being hyperactive) dog,
and here was a dog with absolutely NO

ageressiveriess in hm at all. “You
couldn't make the dog hight: | think he
wauld have allowed himsell to be killed
before he'd light with another dog.  You
could be cruel - and sometimes for his
own protection you had to restramn him
in manners you would never use with

a narmal dog - and alter such o time;
all be would de would be 1o wag s tail
and lick your hand, not out ol fear, but
to let you RErow he bore vou no grudge
and 1o ler you know he was ready: far
more fun and games. He was lorever
full of centradictions. In every aspect
of his life he was this way, and as frus-
trating as this could ey 11 also made
him constantly Interesting. | don't think
there was anyone who ever worked with
him who wasn't frustrated by himi, - but
who didn't end up enpeyving being with
him. When you saw him, you didn't
easily forget him. He had a personality
that constantly sparkled; he was 50 terri-
bly alive that he just lit up any place
he was at. If | ook him to a demon-
stration, which | sometimes did because
he was lovely 1o look-at, be might total-
Iy gool up what he was supposed to do,
but after the demonstration was. over,
where did people go to de more looking,
feeling, or to ask questions? Not to
the people with the proper-working dogs,
not to the people with dogs that had
given the pood obedience performances,
NO; the people came to see Shar Khan.
I could never live with -another dog like
he was, I'm too old now, MUCH too old
for that kind of living, but he taught
me so very much aboot people, about
life, and he set a pattern for everything
that was to come alter him.

Talk about sublimely ridiculous; or
extremes. The last dog | owned was
mentally retarded. Yes, you heard right.
I thought | was so smart about behavior,
training,. and everything, and the dog was
nearly six months old beiore | really
started to grasp the idea that something
was very much off-balance with his men-
tal equipment. Yet, here was a dog that
if owned by someone just getting into
dogs, might have gone his whole life
with the person not suspecting THAT
could be the problem. Mental retarda-
tion in a dog can be a véry subtle thing,
and sometimes a dog with this Earticular
problem can be almest a PERFECT dog
as far as living with It is concerned.
Certainly this was true of Tory. He
never teuched anything. he shouldn't have
during his whole seven years of life.

He almest never did anything he had

to be corrected for. He was exception-
ally loving, never got in your way, was
totally dependable. and you never had

to wonder where he was or what he
might be doing. With mental retardation
in people no longer being something
"unspeakable," we have now learned from
families about how often a retarded child
can bring them closer together, that
these children or adults have a very
special way about them that makes mem-
bers of the family have very special,
tender feelings towards them. They want
to care for them, give them extra love
and extra protection. Through Tory, [
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thunk | gained some small understand-
g abour such feelings. Perhaps some
of it comés because they are <o depend-
ent on you and yor ask lor so owery little
for themselves.  They can Belp you de-
velpp o kind of patence you might never
belore realized you wore capable of hav-
inge: Certamly you came 1o realize that
aften the words "mental retardation” are
scaricr than the problem gell.

Of course, when it comes: to having
owned two dogsy cach of them with
sorews loose, in 2 different way, you
could laok te the HBeavens, shake: your
fist, and cry out, "Why me?" 1 would
be lying through my teeth i1 | didn't
adfrmit that 1 would have preferred having
normal dops 1o those | had.  Bur, on
the ether hand, | have had the oppertun-
ity to study and deal swith, on a dally
basis, those Kinds of prablems which
are stll samewhal mysterious to: even
people who are very well-versed about
dogs, and | am not sure in the long run
that the things those two dogs did give
me were ot worth hall a dozen titles.

There is one interesting thing, and
this s so lascinating that | just love
itl  ¥You can say a dog is cowhockid,
or has the worst front-end you've ever
seen, or the ugliest head in the world,
you ©an say ANYTHING you want about
the dop's physical features, but you can
never, never, say a dog s DUMBL If
you say a dog is "mentally retarded,”
and people realize you are not joking
when you say 1t, you throw them into
absolute nervous fits. NOW, who don't
you say this to? You don't say i1 to
anyone. You don't say it to the most
knowledgeable people ‘in the world, you
don't say it to obedience instructors,
you don't say it to breeders or exhibi-
tors, you just don't say it to-anyong
at all, because no one in the whole,
wide dog world wants o hear that there
is such a thing as a domb dog! 1 never
made a secret of the fact that Tory
was mentally retarded. 1 could prove
it to people if they were willing to spend
a number of hours around the dog.
Seeing im for just a couple hours wasn't
enough, you'd never know anything was
wrong, but if you were with him over
a day's period, or il 1 demonstrated
his reactions to certain kinds of stimuli;
you could begin to see for yourself that
something wasn't right.

After | was sure that | had properly
diagnosed the reason for Tory's many
unusual idiosyncrasies, | sometimes very
deliberately brought forth his mental
preblems in the course of conversations.
You mention retardation in a dog and
you see this look of horror appear on
people's faces. Then you will be likely
to hear, "Oh, he's just got you fooled
by -acting that way. He is probably
doing it to test you or to get his own
way." Did [ hear these comments coming
from peeple who didn't know much about
dogs? Not on your tintype! Those words
sometimes tame from people who had
been in the dog game for thirty years,
or who had been chedience instructors
for years on end. ©Only once can [ re-
member anyone ever saying to me (and




this came from a guy with a mixeds-
breed dog), "You know, | think | own
thie ‘stupidest dog that ever lived!" |
almost fell out of my seat when [ heard
him say that!

We have almost complete resistance
to the idea of mental retardation in
dogs. Even people who certainly should
know better have great difficulty in
accepting the idea of there being such
a thing as a "dumb" dog. Why should
that be? Why shouldn't dogs, just as
people, be given the right to be smart,
normal, dumb of retarded? Do they
not have the right to be less than per-
fect in the mental department? | sup-
pose we are scared to death that by
saying that a dog is dumb we are bump-
ing the pedestal we keep putting the
dogs up on.

Peaple often deny that there is
a prablem in a breed, or in dogs in gen-
eral )

It is. a hobby. There is a lot of
self-imposed blindness about dogs.

Isn't that the truth!

I've been in dogs long enough now
to have met people from every walk
of life. In obedience work you especially
get a wide-ranging mixture of people.
You have a whole new set going. by
you in each twelve-week course of
training and when you see these people
for the first time yvou don't know if
¥ou are dealing with doctors, lawyers,
merchant chiefs, or a richman, beggar-
man, or, even maybe, thief. In obedience
work you certainly never consider WHO
the person is, your primary mierest is
how  well this person will take instruction
and whether or not he will have an easy
or difficult deg to train. Yet it is al-
ways interesting to try to figure out
why certain people are attracted to
certain breeds of dogs, and usually over
those twelve weeks of training, you would
learn the person's profession somewhere
along the way.

Often, with 5am owners that [ have
contact with, it can be a long time
before | might learn what their liveli-
hoods are - and maybe | never find out,
because one can talk for hours at some
gathering without one's regular profession
being mentioned. Nevertheless, | am
also growing more intérested in the kind
of people who do select the Samoyed
as their breed. Qur breed seems to
draw a’ great many teachers. Wonder
why? We also have a lot of doctors
and nurses owning the breed. Maybe
1 only THINK there is some special re-
lationship between those professions and
picking a Sam. 1 think it would be-
interesting to do some research on that
subject; after all, it is said that people
DO relate to breeds based on occupations®
or certain ways of thinking. Here is
something else [ will throw in the pot
which might be a nice controversial
bit for debate: I have the feeling that
the Samoyed probably attracts a larger
percentage of introverted, somewhat
insecure people than many breeds might
do.. The pure beauty of the dog could
be a very good reason for drawing those
types of people. The dog's beauty can

attract a special kind:ol atrention which
the person is unlikely to be able to
achieve on his own.

It's aulgoing.

You TO get this type of person
who HAS to have an extention of him-
self i he is to'ger the attention he
50 desires but can't seem to achieve
because of his lack In personality.

I've maticed Borzel peaple tend to
be romantics while -Saomoyed people terd
to be the salt-of-the-earth type of peo-
ple.
They're both detightful, but very differ-
ent. | don't think there's any guestion
that people tend to be attracted to dogs
that are somehow like them,

Thar leok like them. Obedicnce iy
just fascimating for this kind of thing.

I can't tell you how many times it hap-
pens, but there have been three or four
cases that stood out 50 greatly that |
still remember them clearly. There was
the guy with his Rottweiler, for instance,
They both had the full face, the round,
very dark eyes, and they looked enough
alike to be brothers! Then there was
the: girl with a longhaired German Shep-
herd that ‘'was gray and black. Their
halr was the same in coloring, their
noses shaped the same, and the whole
length of their heads had a lot in com-
maon.  You are standing in front of your
class and these similarities become a
distraction. (Laughter.)

I think if | were going to fault
Sammy people for doing things that are
detrimental to the breed, it would be
that they have romanticized this very
hardly, northern breed into an anirmal
that it isn't and SHOULDN'T BE, partic-
ularly -as it applies to temperament.

I don't know where this idea that the
Sam has very delicate feélings got
started.

What do yeu mean, "delicate"?

Delicate in that you can't put pres-
sures on the dog, you cannot give it
firm, hard correction -as you might a
German Shepherd or a Doberman, you
cannet train the dog firmly, but must
be very gentle at all times. This is
probably because of the dog's normally
gentle temperament. That's where some
of it started. If | were to think the
breed had a really unigue quality - and
s far 1 have never found any breed
with qualities that make them TOTALLY
different than another breed - | would
at least give the Sam wvery high marks
for having a greater amount of acting
talent than some other breeds have.

My, yes, the Sam can certainly impress
you with some of his performances.

It can demenstrate the physical appear-
ance of "broken spirit" faster than al-
most ‘any other breed | have dealt with;
the ears lay back, the tail does down,
the belly is only an inch off the floor
and you have this dog locking at you
Gif it will deign to do that) with a look
that says, "MNow you've crushed my spir-
it forever and I'll never again be able
to stand up straight, or at least | won't
ever be able to do it if you jerk on
my collar one more time." The thought
of crushing a Sam's spirit is the most
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They are honest people, real people.

gether nearly as well as it once did.

appalling thought an the world to many
awnerss 50 they just go. through Tife
making sure they pever, ever, jerk on
that collar again. The dog in the space
of two minutes time has tramned the
owner to one-hundred percent petfection!
For all its gentleness, the Sam also
has a streak of stubborness that 15 as |
strong: as steel. Here again; the 3am |
can be pretty tricky. o doesn't neces-
sarily spit in your €yce and say, "l ab-
solutely won't]" It plays fun little games
with you, It can be the crushed-spirit F
performance or a silly performance,
with lots of tail wagging, coaxing, happy-
seeming nonsense.  But, underneath,
their object is not tg have ta do some-
thing they don't want to do. The breed
as a whole has never achieved as much
distinction in the obedience ring as it
might, not because the breed lacks the
capability of doing first-class and con-
sistent work; but because far too many
Sam ewners are taken in by the idea
that the dog will fall apart if It has
to be "forced" to de something. Ol
yes, the temperament of the breed is
changing, and not for the better | might
add. | have been a ringside witness
on ‘that score for a long time now.
What do vou think the temperament
should be?
© ldon't think the breed is as bright
and pay and effervescent as it once
was. | think, in a lot of ways, the
breed is becoming TOD placid, We are
seeing more and more sparkless dogs,
It's not really bad, bad yet, but it's
certainly not what | consider good for
the breed. 1 think we HAVE actually
bred down on intelligence in the breed,
That's one thing. Definitely we are
seeing that the dog is NOT as willing
a worker as it once was. You go talk |
to people who are into skedding and
you find that many of them cannot run
all-5am sled teams anymore because
too much of the "Get up and GQ" spirit
is gone. The breed is developing too
many Indians and not enough chiefs.
Too many aren't leaders, only followers.
Certainly the breed might be an easier
one to handle than it once was, at least
where the placid attitudes prevail, but
if you have a dog that is too placid
you can bhave a real devil of a time
ever getting it animated to that point
that is needed 1o do well in the confor-
mation ring.
Opposed to this placidness, you alse
have Sams with totally nasty tempera-
ments. The breed doesn't get along to-

More Sams are developing a real vicious-
ness; they don't have to be provoked to |
attack, And | am not talking about the |
type of aggressiveness that has always
been there to some extent within the
breed. With some of these deogs today,
it is almost like sitting on a powder
keg., They would be willing to tear
another dog -apart il given even the
slightest opportunity to do so. Today
rmore Sams are having to be put down
because of severe temperament flaws
than was ever necessary in the past.
What has happened?




It's quite simple. We have paid Tar
too little attention to temperament
flaws, either because we didn't recog-
nize the flaw, or we figured i1 wasn't
something to: worry about teo much.
You breed the placid to the placid and
you get wonderfully easy dogs to live
with, but dogs without much natural
animation. Of course Sam owners. are
no more guilty in ignoring temperament
flaws than people in other breeds have
been. | know you have heard the word
"expression” used:a lot.  Afrer all, "Sam
expression” has always been touted as
one of the breed's outstanding attributes.
Well, take a really good look at our
breed today. Fresh off this year's
Specialty, it was again shown to me
how much we are losing in that depart=
ment. The true Sam expression, the
lighted-up face, the sparkle in the -eye,
that type of thing, you are seeing less
and less of it.  Oh, you're still seeing
beautiful dogs, but take a pood look
at them head-on. There Is no light
in the eye. The dog may appear to
"sile" Il it Is panurng, but there is
ne brightness:  That very special look
was such a tremendaus asset in the
breed. The Standard i1sell calls for
this expressivencss. Too many of our
dogs today have-a dull loek to their
heads. Some of that dullness is, | be-
lieve, due to changes in temperament.
Too much of the bright glow and zest
is gone.

Do you think that's something the
judges should lnok for?

I think it's something they should
LOQK. for, but | can't really say a lot
of judges would truly know what they
are looking for. After all, the breed
i5 changing in structure, size and weight,
as. well as in movement, from what the
breed was supposed to be, irom what
the Standard still says it should be, and
if judges can't recognize the right and
wrong in' those things, it is unlikely they
are going to be able to recognize a
somewhat more etheral quality in the
breed.

When you've got a breed where
there is a Standard that states the ideal
for size in a male is between 22 and
23 1/2 inches:-and you reach a peint
where a person owning a male less than
23 1/2 inches considers his dog to be
small, or when you have 2% and 23-inch
males being a very commen sight .in
rings, and the same above-standard size
applies to bitches, you know that sorme-
where along the way judges have stopped
paying too much attention 1o size when
it comes to passing judgment on the
breed. Would we have so many badly
overweight Sams in the ring today if
judges really recognized a FAT Samoyed
when they saw it? There has GOT to
be an awiul lot of judges who cannoet
by eye or by feel correctly determine
a Samoyed's height or weight. Either
that, or they just don't care what our
Standard does-say.

MNow, 1 don't get to too many shows
these days, but when | do go, T try
to get a good ringside seat. We talk
about reach and drive. Look-at all the

ads- that ‘emphasize "reach and drive
Well, | listen to Sams moviegs and today
you .don't have to strain your ears 1oo
hard te hear a lot of them moving.

| wish every person judging Sams had
the opportunity to hear what | can hear
when 1 am sitting right next o the ring,
We've pot a lot of dogs in the ring that
look okay as they move around the ring,
but 1f they were to hold that pace for
moré than a hall of a mile they would
poop out.  Listen te the BANG, BANG,
BANG as they pound around that ring:
Qur breed isn't suppbsed to pound the
boards like that when it is moving.
Judges took at these big dogs and this
reach and drive many of them have,
and they sure look powerful, but they
don't ‘see that lightness of foot and free
flowing action. [t's gone. When you
hear all this thumping, you know darn
well the dog's endurance capabilities
would be very short-lived. Here is a
northern breed, and what 15 supposed

to be a working breed, but many judges
seem to ignore, sometmes totally ignore,
both of those leaturés of the breed when
they select thewr winners.  So, again, If
they are ignoring those important aspects
of the breed, or don't understand that
those aspects are-very important, then
facial expression 15 not too likely to be
a great big thing with them either.

A question that can be twice as
hard 1o answer is how in the world some
dogs become champions when they show
structural faults so highly obvious that
even someone who has no knowledge
of the breed or of movement can tell
the dog is moving "funny." What kind
of standard are judges using when they
grant theése dogs a sufficient amount
of points to qualify them as champions?
If we are going to continue to have
judges who will ignore such faults, or
mot see the faults, or believe that the
dog's other attributes are sufficient to
offset those extremely obvious structural
faults, how can we convince ourselves
or others that they are faults we must
try hard to-breed out of Iuture genera-
tions of Samoyeds?

For example, what tvpe of fault
are we talking about?

Mostly, | am talking about some
of the really bad front faults that are
around today. You don't have to go
to many shows before you can spet-al-
mest anything in the book - loaded shoul-
ders, a chest too shallow or cne too
wide, straight shoulders (we have lots
of those), a pigeon breast, not enough
elbow letdown, very weak pasterns, the
whale smear. 1 am not talking about
a small weakness in the fault depart-
ment, | am talking about a GROSS ex-
ample of one of these faults. And |
am not deliberately bypassing rear faults,
we have those still to contend with too.
It's just that the worst of the structural
faults seem to be in the front-ends these
days, and it is not easy to understand
why some of them have so little atten-
tion given to them. Am | placing too
much stress on just a very few dogs
maybe getting undeserved championships?
Maybe; but maybe not. Let's say you
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were 1o select ten people, all who were
oretty objective about dogs, all wheo
lived in different paris of the country,
and all who have been attending shows
for about Tive years. 1 ber you mosi
anything: you want to bet that every
single one: ol those ten people could
come up with at least two examplies
of the Kird of dogs liam discussing.

1 am straying off the subject at
harnd AGAIN, but there Is something
I find interesting, and have tested out
on a number ¢f occasions. We- ask,
“What 15 wrong with judges today?"
Some of the problems we have is prob-
ably becausé one can become a judge
today without having quite as much
thorough grounding in dogs as the people
coming up twenty to thirty years age
might have had. 1.don't mean To imply
that all judges being approved today
don't know their business, or that all
of the old-timers were great, but some
of today's judping is certainly erratic.
I have been contending for quite some
time now that perhaps one of the reasans
for some of theése strange seléctions
judpes: make is ‘quite literally because
the judge can't SEE. Yes, | said he
or she literally can't SEE. Theére is
this thing called peripheral vision which
is terribly, terribly important to have
if you're standing in a ring watching
a group of moving dogs. Some people
are unable to see well out of the corners
of their eyes which makes for a kind
of tunnel vision and it makes it difficult
to compare two or three moving objects
at the same time. Some people also
have difficulty in concentrating on all
parts af even one dog. Consequently,
eéven though it appears the judge is thor-
oughly studying a dog, the judge may
be only seeing or congentrating on ne
more than half the dog. It also follows
that if a judge has any problem with
this type of vision, the more dogs he
has in the ring; and the small amount
of time given to him to check over
each of them, the more likely it can
be that he is going to miss either
faults or attributes which you and |
can quite readily see. |1 held a number
of seminars for obedience instructors.
I should add that these were not just
apprentice instructors, most of them
were people who had been on the job
tor quite some time. To find out just
how good an eye the instructors had,
I would put a group of eight or nine
handlers out on the floor, each handler
having been told in advance to make
one kind of handling mistake, consistently
and as often as he could. We then set i
a time limit on picking out each hand-
ler's mistake. Well, we were to find
that a third of our instructors simply
could not pick up on certain kinds of
handling errors, not even if they had
to. watch just one handler and dog making
the mistake. If there are things an
experienced obedience instructor can't
seem 1o see, then why shouldn't it follow
that a conformation judge just might
have the same Kind of problem in his
line of work?

How can this be changed?




Good cuestion® | must adimit that
| don*t even-know for sure what dkand
of qualifications a person must have
today 1o become a judge. | Know for
conformation H‘JE}' want someone who
has pone the exhibiting and breeding
route, but | don't know if they want
any set number of champions producéd.
I believe that the AKC wants there
10 be some club affliation, for the person
10 have been involved with the production
end 0f shows, stewarding, maybe show
chairman or secretary, and judging at
fun matches.  And, of course, the pérson
15 to' be in decent physical shape. When
you stop and analyze some of these
things, you do see that they may not
really have too much 1o do with the
actueal physical judging of dops. Lsing
ebedience -again as_ an example - and
I sure do that a lot = | know a number
of people who do marvelously well when
it comes to training and showing their
dogsy but they make absolutely rotten
instructors. A conformation judge often
works under a lot of pressure, especially
if he is dealing with a pretty big entry.
Judges have 1o grow weary as a day
progresses, and when you are tired you
can lose part ol your concentration.

1 don't know how you would set up tests
to determine a person's ability to.concen-
frate, or to test the quality of a judge's
vision. Maybe it would be asking for
the impossible, but as long as only one
person has the power to make.a judg-
ment on a group of dogs on any given
day, 1 would like to feel this person

is seeing eyerything there is to see,

and recognizes it correctly for what

it is.

Remember, we breed to what we
think judges will like. We don't breed
as much to the Standard as to what
is the going thing now.

People are breeding to win.

That's right. [If a judge doesn't
closely adheére w the standard for a
breed, or ignores it, or even doesn't
understand the standard correctly, and
that judpe gets guite a few assignments,
that can definitely have some affect
on the breed. Maybe not just one judge,
but we seem to have.a number of judges
wheo, for one reason or another, do not
adhere closely enough to our Standard
in making their selections.

Do you think parent clubs should
do something in terms of educating jud-
ges, or is there anything thal can be
done in' terms of educating judges?

For example, with regard Lo the expres-
sion problem or the size problem, what
can you do?

"You can lead a horse to water
but you can't make him drink." You
could push out all the information in
the world, but if the: judges don't read
it; or read It and don't act on it; what
have you gained? Judges are not, 1
think, any different than other people
when it comes to reading material.

If a judge doesn't have a sincere interest
in learning just as much as he possibly
can about all the breeds he is going

to judge, we. could spend literally thous-
ands and thousands of dollars and not

accomplish mech at all.. The S 15 sent
put to all judges.  The "SCA Bulletin”
% now poing out to all judges.  While

1T 15 being done moee 1o gain advertisers
than 1o increase a judge's knowledge -
and who are we kidding il we say other-
wise: - does anyane have any true idea
of what percemiage of judges-go through
cither publication and read the articles
in them™ The more 1 think about it,
the more | doubt i even a survey on
that subject would bring forth com-
pletely honest results, Judges certainly
aren't going 1o admit their judg:ms.-nt.-;
could be swaved by a piece of advertis-
ing.  Some would even prefer not to
admit they look at some of the maga-
zines they get, just o that they could
notl be accused of being swayed by any-
ane’s advertising.

There is this too: Think of the
all-breed judges, or those who are approv-
ed to judge more than one Group. Can
you imagine the number of bulletins
and magazines that must arrive in their
mailboxes EVERY menth? Unless the
judge 15 retired, doesn't get many judging
assignments, or is a very fast, or very
avid reader, wherg would he find time
to go through each of these publications
with any degree of thoroughness? How
many judges are looking through all the
publications they get and how many
ol them just pitch them in trash cans
with never opening the pages at all?

I think about my own situation in regard
o mail order catalogs. This year |

seem 10 have ended up on EVERYONE'S
list. In a two-month period | received
clese to 140 different catalogs. More
than 50% of them were given away with-
out my looking through them, and others
were simply dumped in the trash without
my bothering 1o go through them except
very superficially.

We COULD, "we" meaning a club,
work up the best kind of series of arti-
cles we could, on ecach aspect of the
breed (any breed club could do thish,
bind them inte booklet form and send
the booklet out to all the judges involved
with our breed. Perhaps a judge would
spend some time looking that over.
Maybe some of them would even study
it very carefully. The Samoyed Club
of America does send out copies of its
"lllustrated Standard" to each person
approved to judge the breed. Perhaps
what breed clubs should do is make a
survey of all judges approved for their
breed and inquire about what kinds, if
any, of additional information the judges
might find valuable. Let's say you did
work up a seriesiof well-written articles
dbout all the various things that go into
making up the breed. If judges read
it and accepted it as truth, at least
they might be a bit better grounded
on THEORY.

At least they'd kmow the Samoyed
should have good expression!

Right. Or, at least, that that is
something vou should LOOK for and
weigh against the dog's other attributes
and faults. This judging businéss it some-
thing you could bat around and-around.

I don't know but that sometimes good
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judges aren't qust born, and are hard
to make.

What aother chainges have vou observ-
ed in the Somoyed breed over the vears?
In bene, for instances

Oh, the bone has gorten considerably
larger.  All you have to dao js look at
the Wards' THE COMPLETE SAMOYED,
a good book which is loaded with pic-
tures. Look at the dogs that lived before
1960 and those born later. Look at
those pictures of the old-time Sams.
There 1% a noticeable difference In size
of bone. In many lines, dogs are carry-
ing much heéavier bone today than they
did twenty vears aga. It was n the
1960's when height, weight and boning
all started. their upward trend.

What de you think the original pur-
pose of the breed was? We hawve a
viery interesting controversy as to whe-
ther the Samoyed was primarily a herd-
ing dog or oo ded dag.

I am not the right persen to. ask
that guestion, but | think they might
have primarily been SLEDGE dogs. |
think they were probably used a lot
as DRAFT amimals. Because they hap-
pened to be used in Antarclic expedi-
tiors they became noted for endurance,
not really for speed. They couldn't
pull GREATER loads or pull them FAST-
ER, but they did hang in thére longer
than other breeds. The Sam was a sur-
vivor. Maybe we should be reminded
of that more ofien, then perhaps we
wouldn't cater and cuddle this magnifi-
crent breed and turn it into something
it was never intended to be. We may
love the breed, but 1 don't think we
glve it enough respect. | suspect the
contraversy over the dog's-original pur-
pose may never be resolved. Maybe
the dog did enough of both herding and
sled work to make no one either all
right or -all wrong. Don't forget the
dog was even used for food for human
consumption. We don't like to talk about
THAT but it is also part of the breed's
heritage.

There's also some controversy in
the origin of the Sam. Do you think
they're descended from Arctic wolves?

When you look at & good head-on
picture of an arctic wolf, | find it hard
to believe some harnky-panky didn't go
on somewhere along the line, Some
af their similarities in lpoks and actions
make it hard not to believe that they
didn't have a meeting somewhere along
the way. Shar Khan was something
of a throwback in looks to dogs three
and four geperations away in his pedi-
gree. He was longer-bodied and he didn™
have the broad, broad head. Original
Sams didn't usually ‘have these big, heawy,
broad heads that many Sams carry today.
The head was more refined. The necks
were longer too. Frankly, | don't right
now much care whether the Sam was
mixed with wolf, fox, jackal or anything.
That was a LONG, LONG time ago and
throwbacks to what once was aren't
very common any longer. | am far more
interested in what this breed was like
when it first got official recognition,
and when a standard was set for what
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the breed should be like. History s
fine, knowing where one's ancestors came
from is moe, and, polly, yes, | would
find 1T mest interesting 10 knaw what
my dogs' 1,000 year-ago ancestor looked
like and how it acted, BUT, if you really
want o do me a big, big favor, then
give me the full story on what the last
six gencrations af names in my dogy’
pedigrees were really like. Did any

of them go blind? Were there any con-
genital defects? Were any diabetics or
epileptics? Were any of them highly
profe to inlections? Were any of the
males victims of early prosirate prob-
lems, or were any bitches troubled by
uterine difficulties? Was there any sign
of eddball remperament, and if so, how
did 1t manifest itself? What was the
average size of litters thess ancestors
carme from? Can you tell me anything
about -any of the littermates of these
ancestors? The more | know the more-
up-close ancestory of the dogs 1 want
to breed, the better my chances will

be of breeding sound ‘quality for the
coming generations of Samoyved owners,
and there are few services that are
more worthwhile, or more important
than that.

What do you think the worst prob-
lems ore today?

In the breed itself?

Yes.

| am concerned about temperameént,
very much so, and, surprisingly enough,
not @ much about the aggressive type
of temperament as the too-shy type.

I think this is one of the most "under-
talked” abeut ‘problems we have. | am
all too well aware of the great dangers
of an overly-shy temperament. Give
me an overly-aggressive or an overly-shy
dog and | can do more to get the over-
aggressiveness under comtrol than [ can
to control the shyness problem. Most
animal behaviorists will tell you the
same thing. With the aggressive dog,
you knmow you have dangers to watch
out for and so you guard against them
and stay on the alert. The overly-shy
dog can pose just as much danger, sorme-
times more so, but it is a danger that
people are less likely to prepare for.
Censeguently, a great many more dog
bites-are inflicted by dogs out of fear
than from pure viciousness. We have

in the Sam a problem that is still not
out of control but which does appear

to be growing. As I have sort of men-
tioned before, we have these dogs that
are rnio problem at all as long as they
live in a routine atmosphere with fairly
easy-to-take surroundings; take them
out where any pressure is applied to
them and they have a tendency to fall
apart.

The patterns of breeding and inter-
changing bloodlines have changed very
much in the last twenty years. You
put your dog on a plane and ship it
to a stud two thousand miles away.
Through greater use of advertising, more
shows, and more handlers making broader
circuits-of shows, dogs are seen much
more often than they used to be, and
they build up winning records that are
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very impressive,  Today we also recop-
mize the lact that a bloodline other

than our own particular one can be very
good, and sometimes we very much need
what that blogdline is likely to have

to offer. The upshot of this s that

at the same THng we are crossing blood-
lines: to attain something noeded, we
also can be crossing two totally different
kinds- of temperament, and, [ we breed
this introverted, rather insecure type of
temperament to the very outpoing type.
or, a1 umes, to the overly-aggressive
Kind, we create a bit of a time bomb
that can go eff when we least expect it.
From what | have seen for myself, or
have been told about firsthand, the sur-
face temperament of such a dog 18 usual-
ly very pleasant. The dog 15 casy to
live with, loving and rather quiet. But,
when this dog is' put under pressure,
instead of just quietly falling apart,

the aggressive side takes over, but s

all mixed up with the fear side, and

so the dog lashes out ‘at anything and
everything, Sometimes it will attack
either a person or another dog for appar-
ently no reason at all. You can't seem
te’ train-enough of the fears out of the
dog- for the aggressive instincts to les-
SN, S0 you Can not ever be sure what
will ‘set the dog off, or that he won't
inflict injury on you and anyone who

is in the vicinity at the time the dog
pgoes off balance.

How many people do you know who
won't breed an otherwise good specimen
of the breed |f that dog has demonstrat-
ed definite temperament [laws? There
just aren't too many of thosé¢ people
around. There is little doubt that there
is more kennei blindness when it comes
to flawed temperament than there s
for physical faults.

One other thing that | have seen
as a problem, too much size in the
breed, might, just might, be starting
to wane a little, [t seemed to me at
this year's Specialty that some of the
younger dogs might mature well within
the Standard; or at least not go quite
as far over the Standard as was the case
three and four years ago. [ think some
of the breeders are really waking up to
the fact that, even though judges will
put up these oversized specimens, those
very large, and often very coarse dogs,
just don't turn too many people on. Too
many of the really big ones just den't
have the grace and the beauty that the
breed should typify.

Of course, as has been true for
quite ‘some time, this year the bitches
once again overshadowed the males with
their superior gualities.

How important is coat and grooming
to winning? '

| am glad to see that grooming
is mare important, Here again, ['ve
been in the breed long enough to know
that up until the late 1960's not enough
Samoyed exhibitors were paying enough
attention to grooming their dogs.
would credit Californians for being the
leaders in getting the majority of exhibi-
tors in other parts of the country on
the right track. The first really good
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example of this that -saw was back

in 1967 at the Natiwonal Specialty held
up in Madisen, Wisconsine  Many of the
dogs an the ring at that show really
were very inadequately groomed.  There
were three dops there from Calilornia,
and one frofn the East, whose proomimg
far surpassed almost any of the other
dogs. | might also sdd that the handling
by the Califorma exhibitors also stood
out like o beacon. Again in 1971 in
the Cast, the entries from California
were agam better groomed and better
handled. You really cannot belieye the
total difference in both the appearance
and the handling of the dogs between
1971 and 1973, At this year's Specialty
both grooming and handling was so pood
that [ doubt anyone who didn't know
the people on the end of the leads would
not have had a Hard time picking out
many of the owner-handlers from the
professionals.

Grooming 15 highly important in
any breed that carries a long coat, espe-
cially a long, WHITE coat: In teday's
conformation ring a poorly groomed dog
would stick out like a sore thumb, maybe
even more than the splendidly groomed
dogs stood put back at that show in 1967,
I am syre that, today, judges of Samoy-
eds expect to sec very well groomed
dogs in the ring and would be put off
on any dog that wasn't.

| have always had a real THING
about grooming. | would never take
a Sam out anywhere without first making
it presentable. | have never been able
to accept the excuse "l haven't had
time to groom my dogs." My own for-
mula would be that you don't own more
Sams than you have time to keep pre-
sentable.  If you have to stint on any
of your dogs, or if they have to go more
than ten days without a thorough groom-
ingy then you own too many of them.
Regular grooming is important for all
dogs, but especially for the Samoyed.
With that heavy coat a let of skin
problems can get started and become
quite’ serious without your discoveéring
them if the dog isn't groomed regularly.
Grooming regularly will bring tumors
or tysts to light earlier. All too often
we do not stress good and thorough and
regular grooming to the pet owner as
we should. Time after time novice own-
ers bring their dogs to me for evaluation,
and the first thing one discovers is that
the breeders of their dogs gave them
no instructions of any real value on
how to take care of grooming needs.

| am a fanatic about toenails, and
I have seen any number of Sams that
have grown to a year of age without
ever having had their toenails cut.
There, 1 blame not only the breeders, but
the veterinarians. They should check
toenail length when a dog is brought
to them for its basic shots.

What do you think about the people
who spend six hours with thinning shears
and play the game of "create o Sam"?

| don't care for that. It goes back
to: my thing that if a Sam isn't really
good enough to win on what he has,
if you have 1o create a false image




to make him lock better, then you are
cheating, not only others but also your-
self. However, | do believe: that dew
claws should go at birth, even if they
are considered to be a "natural" appen-
dage. Have you ever seen a ripped-
out dew claw? Well, 1 have. At one
time dew claws, at least front ones,
might have not posed quite as many
dangers, but today, with more and more
dogs living: confined and in environments
where they can more often be excited,
the dangers of those dew claws getting
caught on things and torn off has great-
Iy increased.. What 1 am geing to say
now may sound like a contradiction.
While: 1 don'"t believé in trimming a coat
to give a dog the lookof an attribute
the dog really doesn't have, | am not
apposed to certain kinds of coat trim-
ming. [ think"it's alright to show off
an attribute a dog does have which is
disguised by too much coat. The
trimming of hocks is a pood case in
point.  Somie Sams grow-a ridiculous
amount of coat on their rears and hind
legs. At times that coat makes a dog
look faulty in the rear when actually
there is nothing whatsoever wrong there.
1 don't think:there is anything false

in wanting to make sure the judge knows
that you do have a sound dog. Some
people may trim hair on a Sam's foot
{for aesthetic reasons, but my dogs' feet
were always kept trimmed for health
reasons, to help keep the feet clean
and drier and to give them better foot-
ing on slick floors,

| have to guestion trimiming that
is done to deceive, just as- | question
bleaching if ‘a dog's color is not what
the Standard allows for, or coloring the
nose to give it & blacker look. The
controversy over cutting a dog's whiskers
has gone on for many years, and | some=
how doubt if judges give that too much
thought one way or another. One of
my dogs had such leng whiskers that
they were really a distraction and he
looked silly when they were full length,
so they got whacked off every so often;
the other two dogs always remained
very "natural" as far as the whiskers
were concerned.

Have you seen any changes in the
pigmentation? '

Very definitely. Eyes in many biood-
lines have grown lighter through the
years. You now see lots of yellow eyes.
But then eye coloring i3 also far more
noticeable today because eof so many
dogs in the breed having the round eyés
and a very fine line of pigment arcund
the eyes that often ls a faded grey-look-
ing pigment. One thing the breed has
most definitely lost is a good, and cor-
rect, eye: shape. Almond-shaped eyes
are becoming more the exception than
the rule.

How about lip pigment?

Lip pigment, the Dudley nose...
Today, 2 lot of the pigment s getting
lighter in color, and lip lines are thinner,
as are eye rims. The lip line breaks
have been around for guite a long time.
You can have a dog with very black
pigment, wide lip line pigmentation,
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and heawy, black eye rimsy and still

the dog may have one or two lip line
breaks that are large in “size. | doubt

it we will ever .get rid of thar. Of
course the lightening of the plgmentation
laround the eyes does nothing for this
Yexpression' we have talked about, and
these round eyes don't help either.

| ean't really tell you much about body
pigment because there you have 1o get

| the dog down to see how much of that

it might be carrying. Good black pig-
ment |5 one &f those "fringe" benefits
that‘doés so much to enhance the whaole
leok of the head. It is like the stop.
Even if a head is pretty well proportion-
ed in other ways, a stop that isn't well
defined turns that head into something
that is not too attractive. | know about
that. 1 co-own a bitch who in all other
respects except for her head is really
very goed. With more stop and darker
eyes she might have finished her champi-
onship is only haif the shows it eventual-
ly took her to:get that. MNeither of
those faults are truly major ones but,
combined, they took just enough away
from her to often make judges go to

a prettier dog for Winners Bitch, even
though Chaser might have been superior
in structure and movement. Unfortunate-
ly you don't always get everything you
want all in one dog, but since the word
"beauty" is synonmious with the word
"Samoyed" we can't afford to lose too
many of these “fringe" benefits, just

as we can't afford to concentrate enly
on these things and let sound structure
be & secondary thing.

You've been in kind of a unigie
position in that you've been able to
observe dogs and people over a relative-
ly long period of time. Objectively,
what does it take to be a success in
degs?

Yeou can do it in a number of differ-
ent ways, The most easy way to attain
success 15 to have plenty of money,

(I assume you're talking about breeding
and showing success in dogs.) Give me
encugh meney and | can be well-khown,
Mow, "successful" and "well-known"
doesn’t necessarily mean the same thing,
but money will get you a long way down
the road on either. Of course, money
has ALWAYS done it for you in our
breed. You go back to the ecarly people
in the breed and you find that & good
percentage of them were monied people.
They did the importing of the quality
stock, they hired whatever help was
needed to care for, train and show their
dogs. They had big kennels and they
could afford to experiment with breeding
programs. Today, great wealth isn't as
big-a facter as it once was, but you
still find that the more modest families
dre sometimes spending a very large
portion of their income on the showing
and breeding of dogs, often more than
seems logical.

The dog game does have a number
of overnight successes too. Sometimes
just by the "luck of the draw" you get a
really superior dog. That one dog might
be about the only good thing vou ever
have, but sametimes you can ride for
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a very long way just on its reputation.
The same thing can happen with a breed-
er. You can get one of these breedings
Imaybe even two or three litters, |{

you repeat the same breeding) that will
produce some exceptional amimalsy There
have been a number of breeders who
have becore famous just through one

or twe litters they were fortunate enough
10 have produced. Some of those breed-
ers have also managed to run their ken-
nels into the ground in less than six

or seven years because so many people
knock at their doors for awhile that

they breed anything and everything 1o

try to fill orders for all the dogs people
want ta buy from them.

However, if you want to be both
a successful breeder and a: respected
breeder and still be in business |3 1o
20 years after you begin, then you have
to take it slow and work at it very
hard along the way. Your greatest
stumbling blocks may be ones that you
setl In your own path. No one remains
a successful breeder for too long who
cannot keep an open mind about his
own dogs and dogs other people own.

No one remains a successiul breeder

if he becomes afraid to experiment.
Sometimes | think that today half the
people exhibiting and breeding are so
hipped up on being overnight successes
that they lose sight of all kinds of very
important things. All too often they
are burning themselves put in their mad
dashes for success, burning themselves
out very quickly, and after it is all over
and done with they just don't have much
to show for ail that time, money and
effort.

What does it take to be a success
in dogs? You can get there by luck,
with money or with patience, study and
fots of hard work. With the first two,
the success might be relatively short-
termed, but, with the latter, it's differ-
ent. Those successful people will prob-
ably be names that still are around and
still spoken about in kindly terms after
they have been in the game for twenty
Yedars.

Do vou believe that animal husbondry
works? Do you think there ore some
people under whom dogs seem Lo thrive
and other people dogs don't thrive with?

Yes. It's love of dogs. There are
a great many people who own dogs today
as-assets; items like television sets.
Dogs are a status symbol. There's: just
no two ways about it, dogs ARE one
of today's big status symbols. There
are people who own them primarily for
what the dogs will be able to do for
them. They are little more than com-
modities, stocks if you will. If they
do weil you hang onto them, if they
don't give you quick dividends you unload
them as soon as possible. Because these
dogs ARE possessions and they are im-
portant to the increasing of stature,
they will probably have all basic needs
covered and they won't be ill-treated,
but the dogs will never develop a sense
of belonging. This difference in attitude
people have about the dogs they own
is really a hard thing to capture in




words.  Sometimes it 15 more of a "you
have to be there" thing: You can po
into the houses of two ditferent people
who own dogs, one house where the
dogs are truly loved and respected; the
other where the dogs are there mostly
to serve an image, and even though
both sets of dogs will show the same
degree of physical care, the two places
will have totally different feelings radi-
ating out of them. The well-loved dog
15 wsually more: relaxed and, quite often,
the better-mannered dog. And you often
find that peeple who care a great deal
for their dogs do not gush over them

in public,

Also, we do have a ot of people
who love their dogs but they don't really
respect them, at least not as a dog.

Far too many dog owners treat their
dogs as il they were human and that
can be quite détrimental to the dog's
well-being. A lot of people actually
place far too few demands an their dogs
simply because they are afraid people
will think they don't love their dogs
enough if they use a firm hand on them,
and that firm hand is needed.

One thing you see happening today
is a buildup of too many dogs in one
household, You start .out with one
dog, really loving that dog, and then
figure if one is great, two would be
double the pleasure. Then, if you get
into the breeding end, you end up keep-
ing something for yoursell. It might
riat take too long belore you have five;
six or seven dogs. Unless you have
adequate time, money and space for
that many dogs, you also find one day
that you vaguely resent all the effort
required to manage that many dogs.

You can't quite bring yourself to getting
rid of any of them so you are more

or less trapped into a life-style that
might not be quite what you had original-
ly envisioned. And, little by little, your
dogs mean less to you. | know quite

a few cases where people breed more
litters than they -should simply because
they néed the money to support the
number of dogs they are trying to: keep.

Sometimes you wish that people
would give up a little of that love they
have for dogs and try to replace it with
a little more respect. The show world
in a-great many ways is a very -artificial
world for the dog to live in. In fact,
one's respect for a dog should be increas-
ed simply because it does stand up as
well as it does. A lot of times it lives
in an atmesphere that Is foreign to the
dog's basic nature. What with the pro-
liferation of dog shows over the past
twenty years, the increased spirit of
competition and the great emphasis not
only on having titled dogs but having
numbers of titled dogs, more and more
dog fanciers have little time left over
to just sit back and enjoy their dogs
as companions. No wonder there seems
to be a lack of humor within the dog
world. Lots of pecple no longer seem
to have any time or energy left over
just to have a good laugh.

Do you think it has all been worth
e

If I had it to do over again, I'd
do it over again. | have already told
you that I've been involved in a great
many different activities .over the years,
different hobbies, different interests.

I never found any of these other things
to be as compelling, as time consuming,
as constantly amazing and ever-changing.
It is a place where, regardless of how
hard you may try, you £an never know
it all. “¥es, | most certainly would do
it all over again.

Give us some background on vou
and vour husband.

I was born in Dubuque, lowa, but
raised in Wisconsin. | was an only child
living a very mixed-up childhood which
undoubtedly has a lot of bearing on why
I'am like 1 am. ['ve been married twice
and my son, also an only child, is from
my first marriage, although he has never
known anyone but Bob as his father.
Bob is a native St. Louisian; we were
married in 1947, )

My son has a Docrorate in Nuclear
Physics, earned at Notre Dame Univer-
sity, and he still does research work
there. He also holds down a teaching
job at 5t. Mary's College, which is just
across the sweet from Notre Dame.

He is married to a rather fantastic young
woman whose capacity for work far
outshines what 1'do. They have no child-
ren 5o | don't have to go through the
"grandmeoather" bit.

What does Bob do for a living?

He is Manager of Engineering for
the Hubbell Division of Mational Steel.
Actually, he is something of a jack-of-all-
trades, not only in his job, but here
around home. He's the neighborhood
repairman, and most ‘of the extras we
have in this house came from his ability
to do most anything, He enjoys garden-
ing and developed a late interest in
photography. | suppose both of us are,
in many ways, workaholics.

How long have you tived here?

If you mean in this house, 30 yéars.
All in all, we are rather a dull couple.
We don't go out much and we entertain
very little. Bob's job calls for a certain
amount of traveling so he appreciates
peace and guiet after those trips. We
are also people who enjoy our home
and never have too much trouble in
finding things at home to keep us occu-
pied. We grow guite a bit of foodstuif
these days so a lot of my summer gets
used up in freezing and canning the
produce. 1 have developed what can
almost be termed a passion for pulling
weeds (told you there is good reason
10 have my sanity questioned) and keep
them removed from our yard as well
as the yards of two neighbors.

Needlework is something 1 do for
relaxation. [ also read quite & bit, al-
though not nearly as much as | used
to, and | have an insatiable appetite
for Double-Crostics.  All in all, we live
a very routine life, one that a great
many people would consider terribly
dull.

Although 1 am not really sure that
"age brings wisdom," I think sometimes
it does give you a little better perspec-
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tive. At this stage of life | have no
desire to try 10 "keep up with the
Joneses," The years left to me are row
dwindling down and | am growirg more
selfish about wanting to use as much
of each year as | can in doing what
| really WANT to do. It is sort of nice
if things you WANT to do also happen
to be things that just might be of some
berefit 1o other people.

I 1 can have a few mere years
to do things that bring me pleasure. and
still provide some kind of service for
sameone else;, [ don't think 1 can ask
for more than that: One bit of wisdom
that age has brought with it is that
you had better take what you can get
today, because tomorrow there-are prob-
ably going te be very, very few people
to remember you existed. MNothing is
deader than yesterday's newspaper, and
nothing s deader than yesterday's editor,
publisher, dog exhibitor, breeder, judge
and so en. In our business, dogs' names
really do stay remembered longer than
the people who bred and owned them.
With the constant changeover in the
people whe do make up the World of
Dogs, with there always being someone
else who can probably break-any record
you might set, with that "perfect” dog
quest a journey that may never have
an ending, we saldom, if ever, are quite
as important as we might like 1o think
we are. | bind each vear's collection
of "SCA Bulletins" into volumes, With
that protection, perhaps they will last
longer than | will. They may not bring
any new knowledge forth twenty-five
years fram now, but 1 wouldn't mind
if they pave someone 3 good laugh, even
if the laughter was over the crude way
they were put together. Chances are,
looking for thé pame of the editor to
find out who produced these volumes
wouldn't be done by most people looking
through the QLD BOOKS. And, even
if they do look for the name, chances
are 1t would be forgotten the next day.

Here 1 am talking about immortality
when that certainly ish't something on
the minds, at least not consciously, ef
most people in the dog game. However,
it Is human nature to want to be remem-
bered in some way for your efforts, if
those efforts have in some way exceeded
what it considered the norm for what-
ever activity you are engaged in. Since
having one's own nameé endure i5 someé-
thing cﬂlg a very few people ever
achieve (and in the dog world that is
even harder than in seme other walks
of life}, perhaps the goal most of us
should shoot for is just trying to do
our best, to take time to help the other
guy when he could gse some assistance,
and try awfully hard pever to do anything
to harm or weaken the breed that got
you into this crazy, mixed-up business
to start with. Also, you might do well
riot to forget to stop now and then and
take out a little time "just to smell
the flowers."

Thenk you very much.
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