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This tittervien) twas conducted al
the home of Emily Moody in June of
L9498 by Connie Porter.

Hw died you get started in dogs?

We've always had dogs as
long as 1 can remember, but my
husbhand got a:shipment back o
England in 1970, (He was in
the USAF.] Back then, we had
what is now known as American
Eskimos. Now I am talking
before 1970, because I had them
when I met John, so it would be
around ‘60 or ‘62, We got mar-
ricd and the shipment came
through and we applied for per-
]'.I'I'Ei.s 10 PLI.[ [}lLlTl il qL'IEI.] ATELANIC
1y take them with us, because
we had one male and one female
by that ome. The rest of them
had gone o their new homes.
Someone smuggled a dog in
from Germany and went on hol-
iday. ['hcy put the dog ina
kennel in England, whereupon it
broke out with rabies. Of
course, they are paranoid abow
rabies in England; therefore, the
quarantine went from six
months to nine months to
twelve months, and then they
said that they weren't accepting
any live animals in at afl.

Consequently, we couldn’t
take our dogs with us, so we
had them spaved and newered
and placéd them in good homes,
As soon as we got w England, |
was so miserable: | missed my
dogs. 1 was {lipping through
dog books — I wanted another
one like I'd had = and 1 saw this
picture of a Samoyed. Of
course, [ didn’t realize the differ-
ence in size from an Amercan
Eskimo to a Samoved, and I
sard, “There it 1s. That's what 1
want.”

It ook us about four months
to lacate ome. We bought our
first Samoyed in 1970 from
Fileen Danvers in Leicester,
UK. She drove all the way
down to just ouiside of Oxford
tor bring “Misty™ 1o us. “She was
justa pet. That was what we
asked for. We were out shop-
ping and someone saw her with
us, Back then, people in Eng-

land took their dogs every-
where, and someone saw her
and said, “Oh, you musi show
her.” At the time, John had had
an accident. He was 10 a cast
from his hip down w his knee,
because he had broken his leg.
We went to this little show, and
ol course, she won her class;
and that started it all off.

From there, [ bought anoth-
er girl, Fairvilla Francesca, who
was obviously better thawn the
pet. Everyhady called her “Judy
Moody.” and everything we
have 15 descended from her or
her linerbrother in Samoyeds,
and that was the start ol our
Samoveds in 1970,

What vther breeds do you have?

Oh., about fourteen years
ago, Hilda and I were just dick-
ering around, and she had a
friend who had Cavalicrs, and
she decided she was going to get
one, I said, “Why don't we get

one together?” She said,
“Okay.” *Beau” was the first
ome. dear ¢ld Beaw. Then Hilda
said, “What if we went imo i
and bred a litter?™ said, “Well.
we have to get a bitch 1o breed a
litter.” She said, “Yes, 1 know.
bue what if we did.” So T-said,
“Okay.” and went home and
paid an outrageous price for this
show puppy (o be. (laughter) A
“Ruby.” Unfortunately, she

looked like a linle black-and-an
Chihuahua,  (laughter] People
kept saying. "Cavaliers are
funny, They can produce some-
thing beaunful from something
ugly.” Thercfore, we bred her,
and she did. She produced us
some very good stock. Tt just
sort of snowballed from there,
and then 1 started bringing them
back with me to the USA. This
was before AKC recognition,

Iy this a pictre of her?

Hilda: Her great. great,
great-grandson.. He is with us
now 10 the TUSA. He is two
years old.

Emily: We have wwo linde
Ruby pupim.s out of him right
now in the nest. They are two
weeks old, That's “James.™ It
Just sort of snowballed from
there, Actually, we have done
soowell with the Gavaliers the
past couple of vears that the oth:

ers have sort of taken the side-
line right now. 1 don't have w
run around the ring like a
lunatic with these; I walk with
thiem, and that is about all 1
have been able 1o do because |
can't run with the Sams right
now, This effectively sidelined
me for the Sams. However, |
did fimish a couple of Sams that
just needed a major or some-
thing like that. 1'd always
shown my own dogs before, but
we got a handler and {inished
the ones who were almost in-
ished that should have finished.
We have a pretry litde g1r! ot
there right now, She's eight
momths old, and | would dearly
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love to take her in the ring, but |
Enow I can’t. So she will have
tor sie on the sidelines for awhile.

How long fave you been wn the
Shibuas

Oh. Gosh. Minimeadow
Diamond Lil, *Lili,” was our
first Shiba. We did buy her
with the intentions of showing
her, but unfortmately. she just
never quite came up to seratch,
Then, later on, we had problems
when we bred her. She just
wouldn't get pregnant. and then
we had to ger her spayed
because she had pyrometria,
She's a couch potate. She
spends most of her time next
door with my neighbors because
they love her to death. (laugh-
ter] They are bath in the '\Iav‘.
and when Connie’s hushand
goes off for any length of time,
she wants company, She wants
Lili over there to be company.
They have put dog doors m the
doors, so she can come and 0
as she pleases, and she spends
98 percent of her time over
there now.

Our second one was Min-
imeadow Miss Mischiel. That's
"Smudge.” Delightful, Abso-
lutely delightiul. Loved her o
death: sllf_ft!a Unfortunawely
when lier sceond teeth came in,
her mouth wasn't right, so we
couldn’t show her either,
{laughter)

But meantime, we met a lot
of nice Shiba people, and I really
got to where 1 liked the breed so
much that I wanted to stay with
it.. Lili was born November
1990. We learned a lot [rom
Lili, we really did. “Then we got
Miss Mischiel, which is Smudge,
and Smudge 15 a law unto her-
self. She was bom Qctober of
1953,

Back in those days. we used
to go to i lot of AKC shows and
stztes’ kennel club shows. The
shiba was one of the breeds
then that weren't AKC recog
nized, so the SKC were the
shows they rotated to; and 1 fell
in lowe with them there, Finally,
| ralked to Mary Malone and we
decided that we would get one.

When Smudge didn't come
up to scratch with hey mouth,
we didn’t quite know what to do
then. So I leased a batch from
Debbie Meador of the Tanasea
Shibas, and she bred “Blossom”
w Ch. Kinouks Road Warrior
Tanasea, “Max.” We (Debbic is
eorbreeder) had a liver of five -
three males and two females.
Debbie had a female out of the
litter which she finished very
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quickly. We kept "Pixie.”
Novaskaya Cherry Blossom.
One of the boyvs went to a friend
of mine in England. He is°siving
some beautiful puppies for her
over there, and-she 15 absolutely
delighted. One linle boy wen
to Texas, and the other boy is
up around the Fredericksburg
area, near where Debbie is:

We thought about showing
Pixie, but somehow everything
has been against me. My legs
have just let me down the last
few years, so | haven't.done
much with her. However, sheis
only Just now SEArting to matare,
so hopelully T'Il get her out nex:
year, The ather boy who went
to Texas has already been
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Ficture ont right i e neediepoint done by Emily,

shown, and he's pointed, wo, It
was a prewy licer.

Fhilda, do your gel involoed qeith
sheneing anid w on?

Hilda: Yes. I have ten Gav-
aliers at home,

Emily: She shows a lot, She
came over here to take care of
me for ten weeks, and the week
before I went into the hespital
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there were the Virginia Beach
shows on Memorial Day week-
end. The fyst day she wok na
little seven-monthi-old tha I'd
brought over from England m
March 1998, We have juim
kennels in England and joim
kennels over here. She got a
five-point major with her.

Hilda: My first show ever

e A JREED. S A
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in the USA. 1 won a five-point
major with a Ruby bitch, that
was in December 1996, She has
since finished her championship.

Emily: Her first time in a
USA show; no less:

Hilda: She is also the moth-
et of James’ two. puppies. Two
vears ago during Christmas of
e, [ went up 1o Bethlehem and
took a ive-point major and Best
of Winners that day, and she
was only thirteen months.

What & your last nese, Hilda?
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so that T know 1 ¢an take care of
any problem that crops up. And
the Shibas are lively puppies.
They are a handful.

So i that litter you satd there
weve five! How many champnons?

“There's only one right now,
Debbie Meador finished the
bitch she had.  “Wharl™ is wowal-
Iy out of coat, but he is going 1o
be shown this year, and kim
Belham, who co-owns him, says
that she has high hopes that he
will do well.

Abave and right: Ch. Kezaoni Tovko Rese, the mast azoareed biteh
under Shebe specilisis.

Hilda: Brewer.

You are from England?

Hild:: J::'iz ¥

B thes your fiest irifi over?

Hilda: N{. ﬂg'is my third
UTP OVET.

Emily: Hilda, her husband
Ray and daughter Krystine
came over Christmas a couple
of years back. They also came
over the summer we all went to
Canada o same shows.

Back o the Shibas. Howe many
fitlers have you bred 01 the Shibas?

Just the one,

S (7 your best litter® (lehier)

Obviously. (laughter) 1
would love o breed some more
litters, but I'm really not up to it
vet. I like 1o be 100 percent. |
don't mind having these linle
ones; especially knowing that
Hilda is going to be here. How
ever, I want to be 100 percent,

What about the Samoyeds?
Howe many litters of thase have yon

Ared?

Oh, gosh. I really couldn’t

say, between the ones that were

bred in England and here. I
bred more 1n England than 1 do
over here. Usually it's one or
two litters a vear over here, at
the ougside. [ never bred more
than two. Sometimes I don't
breed avall. It depends on what
we have going on at that tme.

B there a veason for cach hiter
hist you flani?

Usually because I want o

keep something. That's the

meain reason. . All my Samoveds
are from England, and a lot of
people like the English look, so
they come to me and want me
to sell them a puppy. There-
{ore, | sometimes wi?i breed that
one liter and then sell them all.

However, usually during that
particular bitch's Lfetime, 1 will
keep at least one puppy [rom
her. I don't just breed for the
sake of breeding.  Each breeding
is very well thought out. 1do
linebreed and try 1w stay with
my linebreeding.

D you eiderass o indireed at all?

I don't inbreed. No.

Is there a reason?

I looked at a lot of breeding
that were inbreedings, and to
my mind, I haven't seen any-

thing in my lnes that was spec-
tacular enough 1o take a chance

with, There are too many
things that ¢an crop up wit
inbreeding. It is not something
that I want to get imo ta, but
do linebreed.

I believe I outcrossed once,
but that wasn't a total outcross
because the dog went back to
the same English lines that [
carry. Therefore. it really
wasn't 8 total outcross, but it
was far enough out to where it
ave me 4 linde bit more leeway.

didn't sort of box myself in,

With the Sams, they da
have eye problems, and I under-
stand there are some heart prob-
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lems, and also hup dvsplasia, of
course. | have never had any
eye probilems or hedrt problems
so far. We have had over the
course of 30 years mavbe five or
50 dysplastic dogs, that [ know
of. Our dogs do go out with a
euarantee that we will replace
them il they come up with a
hereditary defect. So it's there.
but we oy our best, All of our
dogs are X-rayed and we have
their eyes checked. We try w
climinate it in the little ones, oo,

because there are eye dnd heart
problems in the Cavaliers: So
we have them all checked just 1o
make sure the stock that we are
using doesn't carry anything,

e the Shibas, what are the com-
man frroblems or faudts that you ford 2

As a whole, the Shibas arc a
pretty healthy breed - au least,
the ones that 've talked w peo-
ple about. 1 Know there are
problems in the breed, but there
are in every breed. The Shiba
peaple I talk o seem very con-
scientions, They are very quick
to climinate something in their
breeding il it doesn’t come up 1o
scratch, It's sull a fairly new
breed when yvou think about i,




so 1t hasn't had ume e get in the
hands of the people who are just
using them to breed and make
mone :(I f

Dho yous foe] that the peidiorees can
be drwsted as to acéuracy?

I don't know about other
people. T can go back in my
pedigrees tein generations. 1I'm
very particular on that point.
Everything we have is'on com-
puter. Every pedigree thac |

send out is probably checked
through the English Kennel
Club anvway, and it's the same
with the litle ones. Their pedi-
grees are all basically English
pedigrees. 5o far, we have bred
with English stock in the back-
ground. The pedigree on these
puppies’ father basically goes
back to Enghlish. Their pedi
grees do maich.  They sorc of
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merge together somewhere in
the pedigree, although there are
s many dogs in Cavaliers that
sometimes vou are lucky il you
can linebreed. They are sa pop-
ular in Englantd.

The Shiba s becoming quite
popular, too, in England. My
friend Roz has about eight of
them, and she has done very
well with them. Whenever [ go
to England. we go down to visit,

i

B ;

She sayvs that a lot of the English
dogs were kind of a muddy red,
and she is gerting a really rich
ved from him. He is Novaskaya
King of The Road For Skiandu,

Who or what b tiflvenieed you
the mast e your dreeding?

Pebbie Meador, She’s so
very easy (0 talk to, and if you
want o know something, she is
very open. Some breeders can
be very close-mouthed, but she

Forystal Blane, @ Samayed prpiy.,

She is the one who has the
imported one from my litter,
She's delighted with the puppics
that she has gowen, because she
found that the English Shibas
were geting oo large. She calls
him “Kai,” and she's dehghted
that he's producing an in-size
dog. with very prewy heads, and
beautiful colors. The reds are
very rich that she gets from him.

has alwavs been very open and
helpful. When [ said that |
would like to breed Pixie to a
certain dog, she was quite open
in-saving what Tmight get or not
get.

How amany. dogs do you keep
Hagd

Moaore than 1 should. Too
many, actually, We ty to keep
the numbers down, and of
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course, like most people vou are
supposed to be restricted to a
certain amount of dogs, but it
just doesn’t always work out
thar wav, We've been here ten
years, and we've had no prob-
fems. O course. the dogs are
nat allowed to run not.  They
are not allowed 1o go outside
and screech and bark, or clse,
The Sams dre the worst culprits
ol that. The Stubas are basically

quite quict. We don’t have a lot
of barking from them atall,

The Cavalier puppies are
the ones that most of the ome
you don't know you have them
in the house. Pixie can't wait to
get to the puppies, When they
were tiny, | ook the Shiba pups
aut 1o see Debbie, because she
had to pick out her bitch, |
bring up all my puppies the



same way, from the Sams right
on through. T just roll them on
their backs; and they lay on
their backs and 1 tickle their
belly, and they go to sleep like
that. Debbie said o me ong
time, *Shibas aren't like that.
They are novsubmissive,” and 1
said, “Well, mine are.” To this
day, when T pick them up,
they'll roll over on their back
and go to sleep on their back,
especially Pixie,  She knows if
she comes up on my lap, she
Just flops on my lap and stretch-
cs all out.and I'll seratch her
belly for her,

How did yoe come up with vour
kennel nime, Novaskaya?

That's what I have for the
Sams and the Shibas, That was
applicd for in England, by the
way, and still is a registered ken-
nel m England. Tt would be in
our English Kennel Club: With
the Cavaliers, we already have a
kennel for those. they are Bow-
fort, so that's a separate affix for
them. but we sull use
Nowvaskaya for the rest.

We sent off all sorts of affix-
es to the English Kennel Club.
We had sent six of them, We
sent all sorts of prewy names,
such as Snowflake. Whitelrost,
Winterfall, and every ane of
them got wrned down. They
were either someone else’s or
they weren't allowed. They
sent it back and said that we had
o send them six more. We sat
there and sat there and we
couldn’t come up with a darn
thing, They had this program
in l'nblzmcl called The Sky ur
Nigdt. Tv was abowt the stars and
was a reallv interesting program.
We were sitting Ith‘c watching
it one night, and he said that
tomght's program would be an
novas. [ sat there and thought
about it: He went on to say
“novas in the sky,” and 1 said w
John, “That doesn’t sound bad.
Novasky,” but it didn’t sound
quite |'igill, so we added the two
*A's™ in between and made it
Nowvaskaya, and it got accepted.
(laughter) Weird.

D you name your Gitters by any
sort of scheme or Hewe?

At the moment [ am. All of
the puppies who come down
from Ch, Dazzle, which includes
this litter = she's Ch, Bowfort's:
Bedazzled - so anything [rom
her we wry to put “Be” in {ront
of it. such as Be Happy. Be
Magic, Be Misty, Be Sunny,

“Angel's” huter, she is Cop-
per Angel and James is Music
Maker, 5o we have mied to com-
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bine those twiy as [']-:-:pp-c-r I’r:nu'l.'
and Musie Maestro,

However, with the others?
No. not really. The only time
we do use a speeific name is on
a specific line, like “Judy.” our
very first bitch in the Samoyeds:
everything we had bred down
from her had “Silva,” such as
Sibva Solo, Silva King, Anything
to do with her lh.H came down
that line had “Silva.”

Then we have another bitch
that we took in as a rescue; and
we finished her in England, She
was the noisicst bitch, Oh, |
couldn’t stand it, Eng. Ch. Mor-
gana Tisha Lafay of Novaskaya,
but she produced some beautiful
puppies and everything that
comes down [rom her has
"I,afa}'" on the end of her
names. such-as the Samoyed
who won Crufts Best of Breed
this year gocs back to her, and |
always know it does, because his
mame is Ch, Novaskaya Zahrek
Lafay, so anytime we hear
“Lafay,” we know that dog goes
back to “Tisha” somewhere.
Anyume we see “Silva” it goes

By
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Nowwshayee Cherry Blogsom, "Poae,” vul of coud,

back w Judy, and they were our
two basic hines; so | suppose we
da.

We have one mare now,

("'ff. .a'aifrrk Lafay, HUB Cn{ﬂ\ IQ'JH
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biu:h 11'1:11cd
"i&\'. eet L.h:llll\. i
that comes down from Her ll.u-
“blaze” on the end of 1t for some




qeason. In facy, the little puppy
‘out there right now, the new
suppy, she goes back 1o that
Jine. even though it is not here
anymore. She is Novaskaya
',jﬁ-}-'sml Blaze. She gocs back w
TfAm/Can Ch, Novaskaya
Modesty Blaze, “Zoc." 1 guess
i a way we do, and it sort of
“sives us some idea of what lines
they go back onto, even Tisha
has just about slipped off the
W e NOW.

* How o you vate {ype, lempera
Sment el soundness i arder of dufior-
tance?

I suppose in a way, cspecial
1y with the Shibas, I'm a bit odd,
hecause 1 certainly would put
temperament first. We have

cen lucky with ours. When
she's in season, Smudge gets a
bit upset and a bit unreasonable
whien she comesin and sees me,
She comes through the house
g]'owl, wrowl, grm\*l. She has
never started a fight or anything,
but she swears at every dog she
Sees. Once she goes out of sez:
son, she's fine, However, Pixie
is.such a doll. She plays with all
the rest. She'll curl up next to a
Samoyeds belly with them and
fﬁa’ o sleep with them, and she'll
il up next w one of the Cava:
lierst in one of the baskets. Gen-
erally, that's where we find her.
We found five dogs in that bas-
ket over there one day, We
couldn’t find Pixie anvwhere
and we were all calling, “Pixie.
Pixie,” and all of a sudden this
litde red nose puked up from the
amiddle of four Cavaliers, and
she was right undermneath them.

oL must vate wemperament first,
. _']'(I like soundness and type
as well, but they must have
gmct temperament.  Our Sam-
mies are very cven-tempered;
we have never had any prob-
lems with one of those. ' T'don't
think the Cavaliers would even
siiar] it you. T guess I'm sold on

temperament. | must have good
femperament,
Wihat & your long-range goal in
ding dogs? '

To bcbn.h]l’: to look back and
hear, as peaple in England say
tome when [ go back - 1 usually
go !J_Eck every year — “Betty, we
can always rci! one of your dogs.
They look alike. The type is
there.”

. There are several new books
out on Cavaliers and several
reed articles, and 1 really am
kind of proud in a way because
every ane of them has always
satd that it was so casy o pick
out a Nuvaskayn S;:ma:.'r:d,
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That kind of puts me up theére
with the wp kennels, and I kind
of get choked up about that.
That’s my main goal. To
just keep breeding good dogs,
not just breeding a litter of
mediocre dogs, and feeling quite
pleased nbgﬁf it ])'ccausf quid
have one hitter -~ Angie’s litter -
that | could have cheerfully hid-
dén every one of them.  (laugh-
ter) It was not a good liter, and

we never repeated 1t It was an

awfid liter, Wedidn't breed the -

bitch again. It was not a liter
that we could be proud of. That
kind of upset me. I'm very care:
ful. If I am going to have a lic-
ter, I plan it two vears ahead, 1
have three bitches out there that
we sent by air to be bred, and
we got one bitch puppy out of it
and that’s king of an expensive
proposition when yvou have to
ship them out. T haven't had a
!im:: full cil' Sams n:n*«}"— Kﬁis:*é}’
is the on u ve had.
She's ::ighljinﬁn!;]l:ynow. She's

the only puppy I've had in two
viears, so | don't think T'm owver-
reeding,

The thing is 1 have people,
when the bitches didn't take,
that I've offered to inquire
around and find them a nice
puppy, or send them to a breed-
er that 1 know is ]'-!‘.':iPUI].SiI}!E.
and they say, "No, we would
rather wair.” Therefore, T snll

have about eight people on my

&

Noveskaya Cherry Blosson, fen months.

books now waiting for a
Samoyed.

That's a wanderful compliment,

I think itis. The nice part is
that my sister in England sll
has some of my dogs over there
and another: friend; Avis, does
toa, Also people who have had
dogs from me before and their
dog has died and they've come
back for another one; they want
one like they had before. That's
really what U'm aiming lar, that
the type and temperament are
always there - consistency,

And sdlenl conformation. Can you
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deseribe your inferpretation of the per-
et Sfba 2

The first word that comes to
mind is balance, If a dog isn't
balanced, the parts don’t fir. If
the back is too long, it sbviously
has-a weak back or it lacks neck.
In Spitz breeds, which is what a
Shiba is, il they lack that good
reach of neck, it tends 1o make
the whole dog stuffy. Balance is
what you look for. It's what 1

laok for when I judge,

Wiy dv some dogs leck good
standing .'m_d' Jrostng, and sof good
aien mowing?

That’s very casy. You can
stack a dog and it will look
good.  However, if it is
unsound, the minute it comes
out of that man-made stack, it is
going to fall apart when moving,
t's just not going to be sound.
It is casy to stack a dog and
make it look gooad. Alse. a par
of scissors helps often,

Hew shonked the dog move cominig
toereered yoni ?



[t should. if you move it at
gentle speed, single track.

And aueey from yiu?

It should do the same going
away. [ don't like to see dug's
feet wirning i or out, or loose
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Emily jz.!rfq::w the Tilwlan U::.:!:ﬂg‘bgrwmf b‘m cialty, }".r’*.i'?

hocks, or what we call “knitting”
- where the legs cross. Any-
thing in that department isn't
sonnd.
FWhat abot from the sde?
I'like toosee a nice casy

springy gt 'm not wild about
this throwing the back legs om
and way above and outside the
hip line. T don't believe that is
necessary. It s a very wasteful
movement.  But' 1 do like 1o sec
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da 'I:I.]LC dn\ ITI..‘;’ mowvement w hL‘]l
the dog hits the ground, pushes
the ground away, and a mge full
reach with the front legs. 1 do
like to see that. Anything else
gets a bit chappy-gaited. A lot
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Abwrirer amed Iefie loff el vtz Blassam x Mex fughs.

of Shibas that I have séen are
really nice Shibas. We do have
some very nice Shibas out there
ine the ring. Even if 1 am show-

ing that day, 1 always make a
point of watching the Shibas that
are judged. One day, when |
finally get back on my fect

again, Tl be able w get back in
the ning with them,

What wre you looking for in the
el ?
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I'm not an expert in this
department, but I've seen quite a
few heads that T like, Usually it
15 a slightly shorter muzzle to
myv own dog. [t's slightly short
er in the muzzle, and if they
have that beautiful dark almond-
shaped cve, n adds gready to the
expression, Round eyes just
spoil the expression on a dog.
Also, I like to see nice. thick-
furred ears, and [ do like 1o sce
that Torward tilted ear. I've
naticed onsome of them coming
up that the ears aren’t quite tile-
ed forward, and again that spoils
the head, OF course, when they
get that livtle roff around their
cars, thev are exquisite,

Do you duave frobdens weth miss
i fecth?

I haven't so far. but agam 1
don’t have a lot of experience in
that department either. All of
Blossom's and Max's litter had
beatiul mouths,

What 5 the correct Inte_for the
Shiba?

A scissors bite, Tdon't know
il they accept a level bie. Some
people say, "Oh, go ahead and
show i.” 1 personally. wouldn's
hike vo: I s wrong in the
breed standard. then it shouldn’t
be in the ring,

Are all calors :’!‘F't'i:f-'f:’fﬂ-lrl"-;

Just about, T would assume.
You have your reds. your
sesames, black and tans, and




creams are acceptable. I under-
stand, [ have only seen one, bu
| undergtand they are accept-
able. A lot of people don't like
them, but 1 haven't seen enough
of them to state whether it is
good or bad. T must say that |
do honestly preler the reds
mysell,

Wilh everything else being equa,
has o been your experience thal one
eelor: goes wfh wmore then aaother?

[ think people tend o fecl
that the black and tans get a
rough ride sometimes. Thev
don't seem w0 go up as often as
the reds and the red scsames do,
although T've seen two or three
of the black and tans and 1
rather like them. Those mark-
ings around the cyes give them
a different look. T suppose the
only way 1 compare is the differ-
ence between the Cavalier black
and tan and a ruby. The rubies
have a rough ride because they
are a little chfferent in the head.
We were so delighted when Edd
Bivin put up our lite red girl
and smd alterward that he had
read the standard thoroughly
and he realized there was just
that lictle bit of difference. It's
up to the judges o really read
standards and to know a good
one when they see it.

What &s the correct bppline?

It should be level.

v that for function ar beanly?

For funcuon. They are sup-
posed to be a very quick dog,
The maore I read of i, I found
they were used lor flushing, and
any dog that doesn’t have a
good level topline really isn't fit
for that kind of work.

D you believe a breed showld do
whad if &5 bred for?

1 hke to sec them do it yes,
1 am kind of spoiled, because
my husband has sled my Sams
i1 snow and on carts, and he
races them.  These Cavaliers, of
course, were bred lor nothing
more than to be couch potatoes,
They are just companions, $o
we don't even think about any-
thing there. I [eel if they cin
work, they should.

Wihat & e ddeal el length and
set for the Shiba ?

It should be set high and
well over their back with a douw:
ble curl. 1 don’t hke to seea
very high, hanging, loose tail.
When it is set night. it looks
right. With the coloring on the
tail, the hght and dark colors, if
there is a bad tailser, it will show
where it begins,

What 13 the ideal foot?

Tight. I want to say cat
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foot, but I don't believe that it
really 1s that catlike. It 15 a little
longer than a cat foo1, but i
should be nice and tight. It
shouldn’t be splayed and it
shouldn't ke down on its
pastern,

What t the el .l'rmﬁmmmr.""

The ideal temperament is 4
EWECL l:.nlpc:”!lm.n[. UI.'I.'? l.tldl

sweet, Ican trugt her with every
other dog in the house. T trust
her with anyone coming in the
house.  She loves everybady. |
suppose really that s what I'm
lnoking at,

D you feel our standard i a
zoond one?

I think so.

I5 there anything you swold like

“Sm ndge.”

yvou can trust. We hear some
horror swories about tempera-
ment in some Shibas, and |
don’t know, I haven't bred
enough or been 1 it long
enough to ser mysell up as an
cx.lmp[r:. All I ¢an say is the
one that [ kept out of my own
litter 1 can do anything with,
Her temperament 1s very, very

I s ;J'I:!J'Jg:'n".'}

I'm not a great one lor dis-
qualifications, 1 realize at some
point or other vou must have
some disgqualifications, Howey-
er, | think the Shiba standard as
it stands right now is preny
good. It's as good as any other
standard,

You wmenttoned that you are

Syrmg]UEiEl ¥ 0Oh

jredge. Can you fell us how vou
fecame a fudge?

I'm not a judge here in the
USA. I started judging
Samoyeds in 1972 in England.

Hewe many breeds oo you do?

This is the funny part. You
work so hard to get a few
breeds, but you basically stav
with one breed unul yvou get
past to give put what they call
Challenge Certificates which are
the poims. That can take any-
where up 1o ten vears, You
have to judge a certain amount
of classes. You have to be ona
breed club judging list.

Back when 1 started, you
had to have judged 30 classes of
dogs over a live-vear period
before you could go on the judg
ng list. You have to remember,
too, judping Open Shows is
where you start, at the small
shows, the limited Open, and
then Championship Shows,
The Open Shows are like
matches only they are huge
compared to a match, and from
there you progress to your
Championship Shows eventual-
ly. You get about four classes 1o

judge and usually they are

mixed classes — Puppy Dog or
Biteh, Nuvice Dog or Bitch,
Post-graduate Dug or Biwch,
Open Dog or Bitch., In those
four classes, you can get as
many as A0 dogs: so looking at
it from that point of view. you
e far more experience from an
Open Show over there. [ did all
of my Open Shows: You also
have 1o do what we calla Breed
Club Open Show, which is-usu-
ally about twenty classes of
dogs, nothing but Sams. You
can probably put nabout 100
dogs in those ten classes. 5o 1
had done all that.

Then I was asked to judge
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Championship Show. [ was on
the British Samoved Club com-
mittee for about seven or cight
vears. They knew [ was coming
back to the States when they
asked me to do their show.
Unfortunately, I'd dceepted dn
appotntment frem the West of
England Ladies' Society to
judge. 1 was passed and told 1
could give out GC's (Challenge
Certilicates). They asked il 1
could return the Tollowing vear
and do the BSC -pumln d]i{! I
was delighted. I said,.’ Yes” It

just snowballed from there.

The pinnacle for every judge
in England is to judpe at Crufts,
and I did that in 1986, 1 went
back to England and judged



Crufis, and 1 had 217 dogs
entered under me: That was
really something. We started at
9:00 in the morning and finished
at 5100 that evening. There was
no cutoll point as such.  [This
was right before 1 had my leg
done.) .

1 think I had one of the high-
est entries in the show, But in
Cavaliers there will be so many
entered they will have a judge to
judge the dogs and a judge to
Judge the birches, and if they
can't agree on who w put up for
Best of Breed, they bring in a
referee. (laughter) The referee
goes over the dogs and says
which is their choice, and that’s
it: Most times, they are preuy
amiable, and both tend o agree
on which dog goes Best of
Breed, but there are so many
Cavaliers shown, There are. so
many clubs in England, and
because there are so many of
them. ‘each of thase clubs has a
specialty, so they have quite a
few specialties through the year,

['ve been o New dealand
twice and judged two specialties
there. T went over and did the
Dominion Samoyed Club one
year. Two years laer, [ went o
do the Auckland Provincial
Samoyed Club, and the Domin-
ion Club asked me back again
while I was over there to do a
second one, which 1 was really
pleased about. One specialty on
each sland.

June 20th, 1999, 'm going
over 1o Finland o do a Finnish
specialty, They have just one
Samoyed club.

Also, I have all my papers to
get my license heve. I've done
all the stewarding. | belong to
the Eastern Pennsylvania Stew-
ard Association, and 've done
all the matches. It is justa mav
ter- of sitting down and getting
the paperwork done. T will do
it. I keep promising that [ will
do it .

D you thank breecers or fenflers
v an fo make the better judzes?

You can't really generalize
that. I've been under ex-han-
dlers who 1 considered very
knowledgeable in all three oFmy
breeds. and I've been under
breed specialists who have been
excellent, and I've been under
others where 1 wasn't wo happy
about what they did, I wouldn't
generalize on that. 1 would say
it Just depends on the person,

What wre you dookmg fir when
the elogs fivst enter the n";'rg?

When everybody walks in
the ring, and [ do this when I'm
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stewarding. too, I stand there as
they come in the ring, and look
for balance. It is so casy to pick
out a balanced dog. You can
bring 4 dog in the ring and the
handler can be busy putang his
or her pumber on or something,
and the dog just comes in the
ring, séts itself up, and procecds
to look around at everything
and what's going on - espeaally
aShiba. True balance will really
stand out like a sore thumb,

v your dr wandd you swithliold
rilibonei i queality voas dacking?

Yes, I'm a great believer in
that. I stewarded for one judge
over here. and she just shook
her head as the dogs came in the
ring. [ knew just from looking
at them and the way they were
moving and just had a feeling
that she was going to withhaeld
the ribbons, and she did. After-
ward, ] chatted with her abow
it, and she said, “1 hate w do i
Peaple feel like they have paid
meney for nothing: but when
the quality s-not there, 1t is not
fair to give owt ribbons,”

How do yon feel about an
exhibitor who comes o you faler aike
g abowt your, Jr'miuz'n:g decivion, or
dies thet heppen Eargfrmd:’

Actually, what we have 1o
do in England 15 when you have
your lineup, vou line up five
dogs, You have hirst, second,
third, fourth. and what we call
“WHC.” very highly commend-
ed. At a Championship Show,
vou then have to write a eritique
on the first, second and third
dags, That is printed every
week i two large magazines,
one's called Our Igvrs_i and ane's
called Dog World. When you are
given a judging book, inside is a
stamped and addressed envelope
from each one of then asking if
vou will do this. Atvan Open
Show, you just eritique the first
and second, so you are basically
giving them an opinion, which
sometimes can rebound on you.
It's what vou like about the dog,
why you put this particular dog
up over another dog, and this
the exhibitors expect from vou.

Daes the appearance and dreas of

the exhibitrs S ey mflwence on
your judgmg?

I have to say no, because in
England where I learned my
cralt, so to speak, 1t is much
more relaxed than it is here.
People don't dress up the way
you do here. Jeans and a
sweater are the order of the day.
Some of the judging conditions
over there, especially in the fall,
winter and spring; and il"a show

is held ouside, can be very wet
and windy and cold, so you
dress according to the weather,
Consequently, when Hilda came
ovier when we went Lo Bethle-
hem, I asked her what she was
going to put on. She said, *T've
got these pants and this blouse.”
1 said. “No, Hilda, that's nat
going to work.” She said,
“What do you mean?” 1 said,
“No, not over here. We don't
do things this way, You are
going to have o dress,”

Hilda: 1 said, “T'm poing to
wear rousers.”

Emily: Neoy you dress. yvou

just have ta. Evervbody does,

It's.an unwritten law, So |
found a green suit that T had and
a preny blouse, She put it on,
and she looked very good.  And
she didn’t logk out of place,
Afterward, when she came out
ol the ring, she said, *T under-
stand what vou mean now, II']
had gone dressed the way 1
wanted to, 1 would have been
out of place.” However, [ cant
say appearance and dress would
influence me, because ve been
brought up judgmg dogs, not
what somebody has ony It
wouldn't influence me: one way
or the other.

Hitve you come coross tany rqu'?x
teat are pot well groomed fir the
ring?

Oh. ves. That happens. It's

amazing how many Samoyeds

look absolutely gorgeous going
in the ring - thar pristine white
and everything - but when you
put your hands en them. you
can feel masses of mats where
the dog hadn't been groomed w
the skin, Also, somenmes when
you go 1o feel the thickness of
the car, vou'll find knots biehind
the ears and things like that.
Yes, it happens.

Can groommg be aver done?

Yes, when it comes Lo scis-
sorng and spraying. it ¢an.

oo (mportant G fraiing fo
winming o the conformatian ring?

I'm sure it's very important.
There is nothing worse than an
unruly du%. Again, for the last
few years, | haven't been able to
do anything with my dogs. 1
was always complimented in ¢ri-
tigues on my presentation and
srooming and the way my do
were so well-behaved i the UK.
That's one of the things that
almost always the judges
remarked on. There is nothing
worse than mkin%a dog that
squirms all over the place and
the judge can't get his hands on
it. It won't let him look in its
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mouth and so forth. Cavaliers
and Shibas are terrors for that
They hate their mouths being
looked at, so we start on these
right [rom the gei-go. By the
ume-they leave us they are usue
ally used to having their teeth
Iooked at and their bodies beng
gone over, They are used o
being bathed and groomed,

Hew do you jecl aboul traiming
dogs i obedience while they are being
sheren in confarmation?

Funny you should say that.
{laughter}. We are the proud
brecders of a High in Trial at
the Samoyed Club of America
National Specialty at fourteen
maonths, Ch. Novaskaya Arctic
Rase. a Sam, which is most
unusual. Her owner, Genevieve
Deltcure; generally just twook her
in and she never put a foot
wraong. She was wonderful. She
was groomed to perfection. She
was also entered in the Sweep-
stakes at the time, too, and she
placed there.  Within six
months, she had also finished in
conformation. She is now going
through aglity. Genevieve wok
her et last weekend. The firse
time she had ever specialed her,
and she took Best of Breed in
Maryland. So. yes, obedience
doesn’t hurt a Sammy one darn
bit. The old I:rc-;: ot there has
two legs on his GD, but I never
went back and got his third. 1
regret that, He's fourteen-and-a-
half now.

Wikat abowt the Shibus?

1 haven't tried the Shibas;
and I must admit they would be
a bit of a challenge. because 1
can be sitting here and Smudge
will be over in the basket or
Pixie will be in the basket over
there, and we'll open the door
and say. “Come on. Let's go.
It's tme to go to bed. Every-
body out,” and she'll just poke
her nose up in the air. T 'sa'iu
“Pixie, come. PIXIE! COME!
And John says, “Dumb obedi-
ence.” (laughter) Dumb in
sense.  But, ves, 1 imagine they
would be quite a challenge,
u]tlmufh as intelligent as they
are and if they really got into i,
I'm sure you could do very well
with them, They are very intel-
ligent.

How intelligent are they com-
faredd to other breedi?

They are very intelligent;
very quick, 1 would say of my
three breeds that they are the
most intelligent. They aré very
quick 1o learn; but theyiare also
verystithborn,

To be comtinged ..



