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This ntervient s condicted at
the fione of Lynda Zaraza m August
of 2003 by Lynne Robertson.

Hen fong ago did you get slarted
m .S‘f.',r.'iIJTJ'r,IrII‘.:',I.'EJr .'r',lrjr.f.". |'Ir'.f|‘l."|'rl.'|' o thes
brece?

My mother showed dogs. |
started going to dog shows as a
child with my mather, when she
bred and showed Rough Callies.
There was a ume when my 515
ter became allergic o all animal
hair and instead of gewing rid of
my sister, my mother got rid of
the dogs! When 1 got married
and moved to Denver, | decided
to show dogs as a holiby. I was
considering Rough Collies, but 1
went to a Samoyed match-and
decided that was the breed |
\\':15‘.1(‘(]_

What was o that you lthed el
the first Samoyed you saw?

The breed itsell 15 guite
attractive; I liked the overall
look of the dog. 1 wanted a
more heavy-coated dog so that 1
wouldn't have to worry about
exercising in the winter. T knew
we would eventually be heading
back ecast, and | wanted a dog
with a heavy coat for the harsh-
er winters. White has always
attracted me, At the tme, 1 had
a pure white cat. That's proba-
bly why 1 stopped to look at
them in the first place. [ also
liked the temperament of the
breed. that has always been
very important w me, because i
you can’t live with them, you
can't show them:

Whe was your first dog, and
yeer firsd shore -4":1_;:'.}

Unfortunately, the Ffirst
show dog [ purchased was
severcly dysplastic, and we had
to lev him go at a very young
age. [ did show my replacement
for him. He had his majors and
was a decent dog, but he had a
temperament problent.

I decided to go out on my
own, | was in one of the bigeest
areas in the country with top
Samoveds. [ always liked the
look of the English Samoyed. 1
noticed 1 one of the magannes

that a breeder in Canada had an
English import. so [ contacted
her and eventually purchased
one of her dogs; a male 1 named
Kristk's English Avtumn. Mar
guenie and Harold Kritsch were
the breeders. They sent me the

puppy and he won the National
Specialty his first time out as a
special. He was a lovely dog.
He had the temperament 1 was
looking for, and 1 believe the
English dogs have the sweetest
temperaments, Not that the

Lynedee and Ch. Glitz.
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American dogs aren’t nice in
temperament, beeause they cer
tainly are. There is just some-
thing a lile more obliging, and
they den’t question as much as
the American dogs.

He was my all-time favorite




dog. 1 could obedience train
him in a flash: he learmed some-
thing new immediately. We
called hime Alfie; and he went on
to take his Puppy class at the
National i Denver. There
were 3 bunch of pupp!n in that
class so 1 was quite proud of
him and mysell. 1 learned o
Just trust in myself and train the
dogs really well,

I brought him o Connecti-
cut when he was about two
yvears old. [ linished him in
1977. That partcular year he
was the voungest dog to ever
take a National, it was the
biggest National ever held, and
it was his first time out as a spe-
cial, and the record has never
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bieen broken. There have been
bigger Nationals since then, and
a younger dog has taken it since
then, but no one has won first
time out as a special since Alfie,
Alfie didn’t really like the
show ring that much. Maost
dogs were shown by handlers at
that time. or the owner-handlers
had a ot more experience than I
did. I hired a professional han-
dler because T realized this could
be my once-in-a-lifetime dog.
He wok numerous Group place:
ments, but never got Best. I was
sorry he never got that, but we

had a lot of fun with him, and
he produced some beautiful ani-
mals,

His daughter, Ch. Suzuki's

Final Edition, won Best of
Up}n site at the National the fol-
lowing year. His other daughter
from the: same litter, Suzuki's
Miss B Havin, owned by Gen
Delitievre, wok Highest Scoving
Dog at the mal. A third dog,
Ch. Suzuki's Flying High,
owned by Debbie Kraft, fimshed
from the same litter. Alfie was a
very special dog. I stll have
some of him in some of my
girls, and on occasion 1 can see
where he is sull there.

I gor ’nm:hel dog from llu:
same kennel in Canada, in
Cumhﬂ land, Ontario. 1 bought
a beautful bitch, Can, Ch, Kris
uk's Modesty Blaze. 1 brought
her down here and finished her

Breeders: ,lfﬁrg?.':n.rc and Harold RKitseh.
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very quickly. Her first licter
produced my first homebred
champion, Autumn’s Rainbow
Connection G, Alfie was. the
$ire.

Later I was offered a co
ownership with Pat Kirms: a
friend of mine from New Jersey,
with a dog named Skipper. from
Michigan. She had produced
\L']lu. Alfie's daughter, who
taok Best of Opposite at the
Natiemal. My friend and I mawv-
cled together to dog shows
because we were both history
buffs and enjoy sightseeing after
dog shows. We deaded 1o spe-
cial Skipper for a while, He was
in the Top Ten one year. Skip-
per’s name was Ch, Devon

Alfie” (Fyodor of Robe x Ch, Ktk s Snene Panda) gomig BOB in dugast 1977,
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AmdCan Ch, Kriitih's E.'n'g]'n'."iﬁ: Autrmn, '!'af;"h' H‘I-erfm' r_J)" Kobe x Ok, Kristik s Snow FPrnda) grl.!‘,l'.';'_li BOB ?ﬂ!{ffﬂ[}j' 1879,
Brevders: Mearguerite and Harold Kritseh. ' :

shire's Sudden Stop. He pro-
duced some nice puppies bred 1o
one of my girls. He praduced a
son, CGh. Autumn’s Just Plain
Yogart. He was a colicky puppy
so we gave him yogurt at night.
and that's how he got his name,

About wefat time was this?

This was in the early 1980s,
I didn't breed a lot, for several

redsons. One reason was thae 1
enjoyed showing. It was a
hobby first; and I preferved w
go 1o the dog shows if they were
being shown. And I was also
working full-time. T felt that
having litters of puppies was a
big obligation and tha if some:
thing went wrong, who was
going to take care of the liwer? |

did breed my first liver when 1
was working, and it was a big
mistake. Thar lesson taught me
that it was not a good thing 10
do. 1 lost all the puppies in the
heginning, not because [ wasiny
there, but I had done a very
close mbreeding. T learned that
although vou got the best of the
best, vou also had to deal wath
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what problems can occur, As |
bired more often, 1 learned that
the bitches in this particular line
seemed to have some serious
whelping problems. T knew that
it was going to be a fight o have
puppies survive whelping. Maost
of the problem was uterine iner-
tra, which is a problem of push-
ing the puppy out. 1 learned
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that this"would be an uphill bat-
de, and all of a sudden it wasn't
fun anymore.

I did add a bitch or two that
had some Enghsh lines but also
some American lines. [ did have
a liver with no problems from 4
half-American. hall-Enghsh
bitch. They were all alive,
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healthy, and beantful,. All fve
were males! And | already had
four males living with me, so
there was no way [ was keeping
a male, It scemed like T was
always one step behind the sitwe
ation,

I really did enjoy the dog
shows, though. I had a lot of

BEST OF
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friends there. Everyone said i
wirs great to finish vour first
homebred champion. And it
was great to fimsh Rainbow; 1
did it myself. Bue it didn't feel
any differént to me than if T had
bought her and finished her, 1
did not feel the difference and
was just as happy tw finish any

AFLN

of my dogs. 1 came o the con-
clusion that the most important
thing for me was aking a young
dog and developing it into a
show dog.  OF course, it has
be a decemt dog first, which is
the luck of the breeder. It's
moré than half luck because no
one has contrél of how the

Ch. Awturune's Ratndane Conmection CIY (du/Can Ch, Rtk s Englich Autmn x And/Can G Bristih 't Midesty Blieze).
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genes are going tw mesh when
vou breed. Youn can take a
yvoung dog. train it well, develop
is personality, and have a show
dog. That was my lavorite
thing to do, to take a dog and
make 1t o something,

As a matter of fact, I did
take in several dogs that had
been injured mentally because of
the conditons they had been in,
and one of them happens o be
here now. 1 also ook in a half

The &.‘J’Hl{l‘:'{f C-EE:'{.'.?:'("-"!I'J

brother of hers, and afier-a year
of warking him out of lus prob-
lems, he finished quickly in
about ten shows. The quality
was there for sure. The lemale
that I still have was within a cou-
ple of poings of finishing, but she
hated it so much that | decided
she didn’t have to do it any-
more, It was sad that she didnt
finish because her quality was
tremendous.  She is wotally
American lines and a sweet dog.

RIVERHEAD
KENNEL CLUB mNC
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I couldn’t get her bred,
though, We bred her almost
every season from when she was
three vears old unul she was
seven and I even ook her 1o a
specialist for wsting, I wok her
to a doctor of genetics who is a
Samoyed person | had wsed for
breeding assistance.  She didn’t
take, 50 I deaded none of this
wias meant to be. That was my
luck with breeding.  Give me a
dog o show, but don't let me

3 b i At
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Can. Ch. Kristih s Blecse of Auttumn (An/Can Ch. Kristik's English Autun x Awi/Can Ch, Kristih's Modesty Blae),

bred by Lynda Zarave. Ohner: M, Fox,
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hreed!

About lourteen years ago, 1
went inte another breed, the
Keeshonden. T decided again,
after looking around here and
seeing nothing, to call a well-
known breeder in California.
Again, sight uns¢en [ got a
puppy. He got off that plane
after being on the plane forever,
and just came out like dynamite.
He was'only aight weeks old, |
looked at himy and said, “Ths is
a show dog.” He ended up in
the Top Ten for four years run-
ning. We had many Group
wins on him. He was “Mr.
Showdog." T just lost him last
fall: his name was Kokoma. [
never bred Keeshonden. 1
leamed my lesson, and got real
smart. .":nm{'ln-u!}' oflered me a
co-breedership and [ said, “As
long as they're there, breed
them, and when they're on the
ground, [ will take over from
there!™ 1 can rase them well. T
just can't get them on the
ground,

I co-bred two Keeshonden
litters if I remember correetly,
but I was not a breeder per se.
Keeshonden are a livde higher-
strung than Samoyeds. They
are very happy-go-lucky, lovely
dogs, but they are a litle more
dog than I, personally. would
want to live with on a regular
basis. Though I do still have
one Kees left, he's calmer, He's
not what his father was. Koko-
mo always “had his bags
packed” the frst two vears of his
life, and when he would do
something, I would always say,
“You know, California is not
that far away,” He was a very
enjoyable dog,

Howr meaey fifters dif vou breed
i e J'mﬂ,f- -

Probably about seven or
cight. And there were some
champions in those litters:

1!-:"-'.1'.!' Yk ferve an l.'.'.'a'.n"re.r.lrff'.lag fir-
ter?

In one litter | would say
there were a couple of girls that
were quite outstanding. | wsual
Iy had one or two that were
quite nice in each litter, My
friend Pat Kirms had some out-
stareding litters from my stud
dog Alfie. Alfie’s best litter was
produced by Par.

Let’s talk about some of vour
other fof fﬁ{:ﬂ !J'rr::(_'ru.'.' horeed.

I mentoned Ch. Devonshire
Sudden Stop, “Skipper.” was
ranked. He lived with me when
he wis about a year and a half
because Pat didn’t want o run
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back and forth to the shows.
Jov Brewswer showed him, He
had some mee Group placing,
We bred to him a couple of
times. Two of the females
downstairs are related. One is a
granddaughter of his, and the
other 15 a great granddiaughter.

When he was a little older,
there was-a gal interested in k.
ing him as a pet. She learned 1o
show him, but we kept a co-
ownership on him so that he
would never be bred without
our consent. This was to pro-
tect us and the breeder in Mhach
gan. [ respect people’s feclings,
ang T certainly wouldn't want i
done w me. He lived out a very
happy lile with her. Skipper
was: bred 1o Rainbow, my lirst
champion, which produced a
son, Ch, Avtumn’s Just Plain
Yogart. That was a very good
linter.

I kepran all-male kennel for
vears because [ liked showing
the boys! When it comes down
[TH Rptci;l]ing. il you are going o
puL money into it, you m:;._.,hl as
well look at the male. It's vEry
difficult for the females to go ow
there and beat the boys,

I kept Yogart. He was a
nice dog, a very interesting dog.
For some reason, as a yvoung
dog, he decided he wasn't going
to show. He didn't want any-
bady to touch him, even me.
ane I raised lum, So T couldn’t
figure out what was going on
with this dog. [ always said
that, “He was a puppy that fell
off a rock wall on his head.” He
knocked himselfl silly av a very
voung age, about five or six
weeks old. 1 never would have
ruessed that he would have
done that stupid thing, but he
did. 1 had the dedication
because he was such a beaudful
amimal. Any tume he went out,
he won unul we finished him. 1
deaded to speaial him onee, and
when he took the Breed, 1 sad,
"Retired!”

I took him everywhere with
me. We went to the grocery
store, and evervwhere l werll,
the dog was dragged. 1 took
him to training Lt.t es faithfully.
After a year of working with this
dog, and entering him in-a four
show circunt in Boston, the first
thing he did was glide around
like a German Shepherd. He
was starting to make me ner-
vous, so I thought another set of
hands should show him. T left
him with a handler overnight.
The next day he walked into the
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ring and said; "Here [am.” He
tock o five-pomnt major, and Best
of Winners! And T wok BOB
with Skipper. It was kind of
nice: we had father and son pic-
wres-and I have one for you.
From there, Yogart went on o
finish within five or six shows.

Ch. Rekome, my Reeshond,

He produced one of the girls
downstairs, Ch. Autumn’'s
Uptown Girl. She's ten years
old, and she is just so full of her-
self. She is the one in the pen
who was talking to vou earlier,

This teait I mentioned earlier

was never passed on, so [ don't
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really know what happened to
Yogart. Once he came out of it
he was fine with evervbody,
Maybe it was just a young male
dn;, with a problem! Who
knows? He was almost fourieen
when I lost him:  All my dogs
have been almost fourteen when




Gl Alfie fright) and Ch. Suzhe's Frnad Editon,

I've lost them. I've been very
luck to have such long-lived
dogs.

Lo yenr iveddit that to good care m
good genes?

A combination of both. T
think it does take genes, and
good care. 1 only lost one dog
carly. She wasn't from my lines,
She was from American lines.
She got cancer at age ten-and we
lost her within two days. It was
shocking, Her name was Pansy
and she was a lovely bitch. ]
alwavs said she was an ambss-
sador of the breed. Evervbody
wied to buy her from me. Her
attitude was as if to say, “Here |
am and I'm 5o cute.” And she
was so cute. She was i gorgeous
bircl and she moved beautifully.

=X
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I was very lucky tw own her,
She’s the one who had the hiter
with ng problems. 1 never bred
her again becavse 1 got involved
with specialing Kokomo, which
ook a lot of my ome. He was
out for about five vears being
specialed. He loved it. He was
a show dog, and yet he was a
good housedog wo. He wasa
typical male Keeshoned,

How big was your kennel?

In my most active vears; [
would have to say I had
between seven and nine dogs. It
was very manageable. There
were always some dogs that
weren't being shown. The most
1 ever had was sixteen, including
older dogs and puppies. The
last Tew years 1 was not showing

“Nedlie. " Nellie ovmed and bred by Fat Koms,

quite -as much, | showed
Keeshonden moere  than
Samuoyeds, and was down w five
or six dogs av that point,
Today, I'm down 1o four dogs.
Two are going to be eleven
years old shortly. One is eight,
and the voung male Keeshond is
four. T'm just kind of debating
what to da,

Are you still shovsing?

1 haven't shown in quite a
few years. When I moved to
New Hampshire 1 had the
Keeshonden, who was only six
months old then. T also had a
sexemonth-old Samoyed puppy,
She was dazzling, a gorgeous
it who moved hike the wind,
The miale Keeshond 1 have now
is'mee. He's pointed, but not

gjuite as nice as-1 would like him
to be: he could vuse a little more
lég: He doesn't care if he nish-
es and neither do L Mavbe
someday when these guys are
gone | might pick up again. 1
will always have a Sammme, but I
don’t know if I could show one
again with my knees. It would
have to be a smaller dog,
because 1 couldn’t do the run-
ning. When you show for 32
vears and bang your knees on
concrete week after week, you
deserve what you get!

Dhed o deciele to sbdrt I,l-{.r.r{gfule_:
when you got cavay from sty ?

I had just retired Kokomo,
who was my last special. 1 had
been thinking about judging and
a lot of peaple were encouraging

Right: Can Ch. Koutik's Suave Pana (dam) aned lyff: AwdCan Ch, Kristth's English dwtumn, “Aifie" 1),
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me to ger involved. [ had a
mentor, Edna Ackerman, who
was a longtime judge. As she
got older, I used 1o drive her o
the shows. She judged Toys, so
there was no conflict of mterest,
I used to sit ringside with her
and theught about 1.

I finally decided that it
would complete the circle, 50 1
went for it [ actually intended
to go further with it, and judge
more breeds, Aficr we moved
up here and mvy knees got
worse, [ decided not 1o go any
further with the judging. 1 can
manage what I'm doing, 1 judge
Samoveds; Kees, and Juniors, 1
den’t judee that often. T was
president of an all breed club in
Connecticut for seven years and
their show chairman, I know

how much it costs to bring in
judges, and when vou only
Judge a couple of breeds, it's not

The ,‘;,r:.'.ru_a:.(.rﬂ' U‘g.g‘.rr'."‘ ."ET

eost efficient 1o !I]'il'i]J' i one per-
son. I just did a Keeshond spe-
cialty in April which was very
nice.

Have you judged i different
Jarts of the couniry or woitly here
the mortheast?

Mosiy 1 the northeast, |
have gone o Indiana and I've
also judged in Michigan and
i,

When you are gudgming, what di
you-look for i the dog?

| look at the overall dog,
and his presentacion of himself
in the ring. You can tell balance
that way, | have spent many
vears watching Group rings,
You learn a lot from people
about balance for a parucular
breed. Having been in both
bregds, it's not hard for me o
judge those two breeds.

[ look for a dog to be stand
ing there saying, “I'm here,

notice me.” That helps a lot
Then you have to decide, even
though he's standing there look-
ing gorgeous. if he lives up 1o
the standard. Not only does he
have to have the right angles,
eves, and head, but he has to
move, There s an awful lot of
leaning toward movement in
recemt years, Sure: they should
bie clean, coming and going; ves,
they should have reach and
drive. Someumes s breeders,
we are looking for that over-
extended dog. and 1 think that's
wrong, These dogs weren't rac-
ing dogs, so 1 don't think you
want to see a herding dog mov-
g like that.

Lean't really say how much
of that s gomg on today, They
used to over-emphasize the
reach and drive. ]I found that
some of the dogs weren't look-
ing balanced anymore.  People

were trying to get these long,
legoy dogs and that's not what
Samaved is. D'ean tell vou tha |
don’t sce it so much out here,
but I have seen it in other parts
of the country. People used to
sav, “English dogs are prewy bu
they can't move.,” T would say,
I tound the balance and T won
with my dogs.” There is-a bal-
ance. They should be a nice-
looking dog. balanced, move
well, and temperament is 50
Important, o,

Temperament has vastly
improved since | first got into
this. There were dogs that were
really aggressive here on the
East Coast. They were using
thern for breeding., They didn't
care. They couldn’t bring the
dogs to ningside without trouble,
It was rermble,

How do you decide the overall
Bieat dogr?

Ch Dievtmshire s Sudden S!'u‘fﬂ. "Skﬂ;ﬂlﬂr'l. i3 |".||".'-') it f{l‘ Pt Kivins cund f:]-.-ru'n (‘:mu',.'e, enied O Auteenn ft_}ruir Fleetn }'}jgrfJ'f, |","|nu‘:'_
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I do believe it's the balance
of the dog: moving well, having
the nice coat of the Samoved.

The ane closest to the standsrd

Ii there anything you pul an
emphasis on i your judging, beyand
the standard ?

The .?m.l.'rrl'r'rl" C.!::H!’Jfﬂ'!'l_r]

Peaple misjudged me from
the beginming, They thought |
would always go for "preuy.” |
didn't win with my dogs because
they were “preuy.,” They
moved well, teo. I probably
emphasize movement because of

BEST OF

BREED o& VARIETY
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the fact that I have put up dogs
that are absolutely not my type
of dog, but on that particular
day, they were the best dog in
the ring. If it came down to two
equal dogs, one my type and
one not my type, the bewer

mover will win, IF it's not my
tvpe ol dog, 1t will break my
heart! I'm a softy for a pretty
face! And I won't answer which
one I would put in my kennel.

f.}f.l_'.'uh' hane any fred pecovs Hhat
haifprent e the ringe?

Ch: Swanbt's Last Walr, "Pansy, " breel by Pat Kirszs. Oumners: Pat Kirnes and Lynda Zoraza,

Fucing page: G Auwtwmn s Uptozon Girl, "Gt bred . Vichy Nardi.
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Not in the ring, but [ have
seen things out of thL ring where
they make it obvious that they
lost that day; and were very
unhappy .!hmlt it. As long as

they don't say something verhal
LG me, or throw their ribbon
down. there 15 nothing you can
do, You have wlearn to accept

The -‘;_Iu.r.l.'_l'.'r'.'." Qi.rr.'.'."r'.' {]

that yvour dog is going to lose on
some davs. “It's not for Cvery-
body, to go out there and judge.
[ wasn't expecting some of the
things I've seer.

This is something T would
like o sav o evervbody, “As
much as yvou think you sce how
a dog is moving in a ring, or

Nevek's Hotter Than a Chili P ahprer, frped by Sne f:_'rr'.

Judging.

| .
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Ch. Autsermnis Hd.".lrf}:.':r' Connection (.‘D,

how a dog looks in a ring, wnil
you're the judge seeing it from
vour .ul.;_j{- vou hiave no right to
judge.” T learned that, and T was
rutlty of the same thing. 1
would say, “How can she put
that dog up?” Then [ got in
there and people said the same
thing about me.

Once [ was judging a partic-
ular dog. She was a special,
You could have driven a Mack
truck through her rear end, it
was 50 wide, | moved her three
times because 1 really liked her.
but I didn’t put her up. 1 fig
ured it was prob: ibly just that
particular day. The owner was
really upset with me, We had a
izl fr tend who satd to me, "1
stood right in back of you and
watched the bitch move . and [
told the owner she had no rea-
son to be mad, because the dog's
mpvement was lousy.” Unfortu-
nately. people don't see that.
Now bemng on the other side of
the fence, I can see that there s
a difference when vou are judg-
ing them than when you arc on
the outside judging them.
That's why it's called ringside
That was quite an
experience,

I find it exciting to see a new
dog coming up. a young puppy.
I've already had this experience.
I put one young puppy up over
all the adults, and he fished at
a specialty a month later with a
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“Rambme. "

five-point major. He's been a
Group placer ever since. People
were shocked that 1 could do
that when i But I
said, “Mark my words.” And
sure enough, vou know. When
there is a good puppy, you can
see L.

I thaal o mosd exciftniy aipect of
Juelming?
t necessarily just a puppy,
but finding a new dog is the
most exciting thing, 1 hd\{. 1o
chuckle later, when I knew in
my heart the dog would do
something. The puppy I saw
was with people who were
brand-new 1n dogs. Someone
wits smart enough to tell them o
get a ]Jr:,nl'cssinn;;l handler, She
did a nice job with him. He was
an the wild side, but went on
very well.

D you féel that tratigng i ety
P:.hlr'Ju'h‘ru.'f o g -'-'-'J‘J,l‘l’.f]‘:'a":!.l'.-.-’.l" ’

It is 50 percént of it. 161 had
the dog that I took in with prob-
lems, from the time she was
cight weeks ald, she would have
been a specials birch, That par
ticular bich could have beaten
the boys. Her movement s out-
standing, 5She has a gorgeous
face and a wremendoeus coat. She
was bread by Sue Dye in Vir
gima. Her brothér Bubba was
also Sue’s and we finished him.
By the nme she came to me she
was almost three years old and
too much had happened., Tt wok
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mie a long time to get her seetled
down. She has a perimeter at
the dog shows, and if any dog
crosses that penimeter, she grabs
the dog so fast no one ever sces
her do it. The pernimeter is
about two feet! She had been
terribly beaten up by a couple of
the dogs that she lived with at
her other home. This caused
her e hate dog shows.

The world's worst thing she
ever did was at ringside. There
was this cute little Whippet
puppy who crossed the line to

snilf her. That was it. She
snapped and  the puppy
sereamed. She didn’t bive the

puppy, but it was a warning, ]
was always afraid she would
hurt a dog, She was a devil
about that, It was her way of
saving that she didn’t want to be
there,

How has the quality changed i
Scammtes over Mie vears, or has 1f
changed ? :

I'm secing some Very nar-
row fronts, which I'm not really
pleased with. They are being
put up-anyway because they can
still single track. It's really diffi-
cult when there is a ring full of

them. Rears are okay from
what ['ve seen.

One of the things | was
thinking about when 1 knew you
were coming was that years
back when | was showing and
specialing a lot, we alwavs had
outstandmg male specials. We
called them the big suns., From
Bart Star, Rising Star, Running
Bear, and Raz. They were owt
there weekend afier weekend.
Some were professionally han
dled, but others were
owner/handled. You don’t see
that anymore. You don't see
what I consider outstanding spe-
cials. At least in this area. [ find
that they are more the middle-
of-the-road dogs. T don't think
we've seen a really owstanding
dog in vears,

Why & that?

I don't think they are bred
every day of the week, that's
one thing, 1 don't know. o be
honest with you,

,Du_'pn.l.e Yk 1S beeatine theve G
less breeding gomg on i general, and

fewer big kennels ?

I think those are factors. 1
just read an artcle about the
breeding going way down,

There aren’t a5 many puppies
being registered. Thatas a
shame, because 1t's prewy tough
on people trying to buy a pet.
There isn't a drop in the amount
of Samoyeds bemg shown, but
thiere is a drop in t?]c number of
]:ucr.:]ﬂr. doing the breeding.

Perhaps they are similar w
me, where they prefer to show
the dog rather than get mto
breeding? In most instances
now, both husband and wile
work. It's-tough to raise a lier
of puppies. [ will have 1o say,
thank God for my husband!
Thank God for Les. He was
my chiel bottle-washer and
babysitter when [ was off o the
dog shows. 1 could be gone
three weekends out aof the
month and not even think twice
about it. He was always good
about taking care of all the dogs.
whoever I left at home. ’md
he's still here wday, so I guess it
wasti'tall that bad!

Out of the seven or eight li-
tevs | had, there were three li-
ters: that were single-puppy i
ters because | lost all the other
puppies. It's very discouraging
and I can tell you that i's not
fun o see puppics bomn dead or
watch them cie. That's why 1

Ch Nerek's Hubiba Bubba, “Erlba,
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was just as happy 1o go buv a
dog to train and show. Over
time; | started seeing the failures
of keeping more than one puppy
out of a wer. When I got a lit-
ter I'was tempted to keep the
whaole litter! When 1 kept two
puppies, 1 could never put as
much tme o each dog, From
the traming end of 1, | don’t rec-
ommend more than one puppy,
If you can train 24/7 and are
home all the tme. it is great
but, when you are older you
don’t put as much time nto any-
thing as when you -were
VOURZLT.

' Were there iy offer memoratle
Judging experienees?

There were small, funny
mstances. When you are judg-
ing puppics and you have one of
them throw himsell down and
won't get back up. It's not a
good thing to excuse a puppy,
because th} ve learned a mrick
in the ring. Usually, I have the
owner go 1o the b ik of the line
go [ at least can get my hands on
it because it needs that raining,
I alwavs tell pr.enpl{ with a
puppy that needs some training
to get that puppy to training
class,

If I see a brand-new handler

" dveed by Stwe Dye
and awnedd by Ed Cable and Lynda Zaraz,
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holding the dog in their left
hand with thewr bait i their
right hand out in front of the
dog, causing the dog to
sidewind, I tell them to put their
right hand behind their back.
The dogs then go suraight, of
course. They don't realize that
when they are new handlers, |
believe we, as judges, should
help out. I've had judges help
me in the past, and il someons
doesn’t like the help, they don't
have to listen! I haven't had any
really strange experiences. I've
been judging only four years. |
wanted to fimsh specialing dogs
before 1 started judging. I don't
think the two mix very well.

Are there any Judges, past o pre-
sent, twhewm you really respect?

Yes. T most certainly respect
the judge I won under at the
National Specialty, Melbourne
Dowming. He is sull around.
For him to have put me up over
some of the big-time dogs that
were in that ring that day. gives
me a high respect for him, 1 did
show under him four months
later ata show on the Cape. 1
drove in miserable weather to
show under Downing because
he put up my dog, Alfie. Being
kennel-blind, because it was
Alfie, he was just two and had
blown his whole coat. He
moved beautifully, that hadn’t
changed, He showed prety

ood, but he looked awlul.
Vhy T ook him. 1 don't know.
| got beat by a very good dog,
and I deserved it. That was an
honest judge. The dog has o be
really ready for each show.

I've always highly respected
Pat Laurens. She is.a good
friecnd of mine. [ only showed
under her one time in all the
vears she was judging. 1 toak
my Chili under her, the one
who hates ta show. 1 knew Pat
was a movement judge and |
knew with Chili that if she eould
just hold her ears up one day!

ut I put her in for the day
before. It was the mistake of the
century, She showed that day,
and when [ wok her back the
second day at the specialiy
under Par Laurens, she slapped
her ears back, She hadn't been
out for a long dme so | wanted
t0 be sure she was with me,
which is why [ showed her on
the Friday before the specialty.
We ended up Reserve. That
was the last tme 1 showed her.
I respect Pat for that, The bitch
she put up over me went back
on my breeding anyway! She
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didn’t know that, though,

Of course Edna Ackerman
was my mentor.  absolutely
respeet her. She's a very nice
lady, and always a lady.

What do you think about the
hinelard?

I think it's good.
evervehing very well. 1 don't
think it needs any changes. The
Sammme standard is one of the
best ones out there. The
Keeshond standard docsn'c real-
Iy say much. It leaves a ng gap
in things to decide what you
think is right after learning the
breed, The Samoyed standard
15 one of the best I've ever seen,

How important iy the coat in

Judging?

It has to be a double coar. It
has to be a straight coat. Color-
ing is another thing. [ have no
problem with color, but there
are a lot of judges who do not
like color, ‘}'vc shown biscuit
animals, and they are almost
impossible to special. They just
can't get beyond that for some
reason. | think you have o be
very knowledgeable from the
judging end of it. There is a
working coat and there is a
glamour coat in the breed. My
preference is a glamour coat. A
working coat is a double coat,
but it's much shorter. The
guard hair is much shorer, The
glamour coat can be tremen-
dous; it can be seven or gight
inches long, for the outer coat. |
feel as long as the coat texture is
proper, cither one s fine. 1 have
E\m up working-coated dogs.

or mysell, I .did breed for the
glamour coat. Some of them
were very plushy, On the girls,
you would not have the length,
but it would be so extremely
heavy-coated that they looked
like teddy bears.

The glamour coat comes
maore with the English hines.
You do have some in the Ameri-
can lines. I don't think there 18 a
warking coat in an English dog.
I've never seen one. In Eng-
land. they mainly breed for type,
which is coat and head. They
aren’t as focused on movement
as weare over hére, That's why
that story started that Enghish

1 o 5
dogs can't move. The English
dogs that were impn:'tcd were
good-maoving d

If you want an English dog
and you want to impert the dog,
you will need 10 go over there
and take a look at what you're
buying. 1 would do that if 1
lived over there and was going

It covers

to buv sométhing from here. [
wouldn't buy sight unseen, I
have bought sight unseen from
England. and it didn’t work. [
lcarned that lesson,

Du- Yoi fhink peaple aré fiiting

eitosizrlh swork ndo Hhe grooming of the
tlngs

They are pretty well-
g‘ruormd ['ve scen a few who

weren't, but you will always
have 4 few who conld be better
groomed. I've never seen a
dirty dog shown.

‘Thid O Sy sprectal gromuing
Products for your qfagi f

I tsed a particular brand of
shampoo, but for a while we
used Orvis paste, This started
in Denver. Orvis paste is actual-
ly a shampoo for carpeting! We
started using it and it does a
good job! 1 eouldn’t get it out
here. so 1 went to a regular dog

-shampoo called Snowy Coat.

On occasion [ would try a new
brand, but if 1 didn't see a
change or improvement, I went
back to my old shampoo.
When | t;rmmcd a dﬂgl;_l [ was
-:ons:amlv spra\’mg witn water
because you should never brush
a dry coat. No matter how _E;und.
the quality of the coar, the pins
on a pin brush can snap the
coat. It helps also to put mois-
ture on the coat because it fls
out. It helps make the coar look
better.

In Keeshonden, thetr coat is
more brittle, so you have o
spray them, I used white sham-
poo on a black dog and it
worked beautifully, He was
sparkling! I added Crown
Royal to the water and it did
such a tremendous job 1 started
using it on my Sammies,

The amount and quality of
the coat is genetic. !!!tushiug
and grooming on a regular basis
dues: help, though:

How important @ nutrition?

Nutrition is very important.
With puppies. 1 always gave
them vitamin supplements.
Actually, T gave vitamin supple-
ments to all my dogs all of ther
lives until four vears ago, 1
fnally stopped giving them vita-
mins because [ didn’t think they
really needed it, [ gave it to
them because it made me feel

rood.  Basically T used a good
thxd 101 had wrouble with the
dog food because the company
changed their formulas, I would
t my dogs off of it. 1 fed them
Nutro Max for a couple of years
untl.l | hcard there was a preser-
vative in the foad that was car-
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cinogenic. They banned ic in
England.

Keeshond pur{l,:]c got me
hooked on a food from Michi-
gan called Q_C Plus, I have 1o
have it shipped in becanse
nobody sells it here. 1 have the
most tremendous coats on my
dogs with this food., 1 stu]:?)cd
giving supplements; [ don't feed
canned food anymore. and [ just
feed them this straight dry food.
The results are fantastic. 1
haven't had a dog do badly on
QO Plus. It's a high-protein
food. T feed them the puppy
food until they are about six
months old, and then | put them
on the adult version of the food.
I also give supplements to pup-:
pies. like cottage cheese and

Wihat i you do ¢ keep them
conetttioned besides rinning?

I've always had fenced yards
that are big enough for the dogs
o run. [ used o take one dog
out on the road a lot wrun him.
They really kept quite sound
from thewr own runnimg. If you
put more than one out there,
they will run. 1 did sled for a
while. That was serictly for plea-
stire. [ ran with a weam of Col:
lies, and a team of Siberians. [
had mv own sled. 1 could beat
the Collies but not the Siberans!
We ran along an old railroad
bed that ran throwgh a park. It
was in Connecticut, and it wasa
beautiful place. 'We used to do
that on weekends when 1 wasn't
at dog shows. 1 would turn
them logse out there because
they were obedience trained.
They knew when they heard my
voice, they beuer come bhack.
They were geting about ten
miles of running out there.

Whet made you decide fo get o
sheel e ?

It started when 1 met two
girls who had Collies, and they
asked me e come out with
them. One of the dogs [ had
purchased, which was my foun-
danoen dog Modesty, had beena
lead dog.  Alfie was so obliging
about evervihing, | EUECSS the
third dog I ‘had then must have
been Rainbow, W ¢ just hooked
them up and I got on and ook
offt It was a three-dog team. 1
couldn’t have handled more
than three. They really enjoyed
it. At first it was extremely fast
and made me a bit nervous.
Then they would slow down to
a trot and it was manageable.
We did that for a few winters, 1
can't recall what happened, if
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mavbe we just didn’t have snow
for a few winters; but we just
dnfted away. The dogs got a lit-
tle older oo, that could have
been it, I don'i really recall
what the tming was on that, |
had a friend who had Siberians,
and she bought my sled and my
gig, so it went to good use,

I also tried obedience. All
my dogs were. obedience
tramned. Alfie had been trained
bevond s and stay, but I never
showed him in obedience. 1 put
a CD on Rainbow, Alfie's
daughter. It wasn't something |
put a lot of dme or mterestm. 1f
I really wanted to get serious
about obedience it would not be
with a Samoyed. 1 just did it for
fun.

A one point 1 got involved
with Fairfield Hogpital in Con-
necticut, which was-a menual
hospital: They had two or three
geriatric wards interested in dog
therapy. 1 believe in giving
back, and deaded that could be
something [ could do with the
dogs. I knew they were tamed
well enough. 1 started going on
a weekly basis every Friday for
four years, Unfortrnawely, they
changed the group of people
who were running it, and the
place went downhill. I-didn't
feel comfortable anymore, so |
stopped doing it

H it coere sommé r_J_f the ﬁf.'r;g_:.fr-jl. .;_.:,l’
dakung your dogs to the mewtal hospe-
tal?

The best story was when
one of the doctors stopped me
to say, “You can get more from
those people than we can.”
They would have group therapy
and just sit there and say noth-
ing, Just having the dogs there
that they could touch made it a
waonderful situation. The dogs
were very gentle, and the dogs
brought out the best in the peo
ple. Some of the people who
had never talked before starwed
talking. The doctors couldn’t
get them o talk, so that made
me feel good, Tthink they could
feel a litde human by having the
dog there with them.  Some of
them talked to me, and others
ignored me like T wasn’t even
there: It was a heart-warming
experience, and a wonderful
project for any kennel club to
get involved with. It brightens
up their day.

I visited a nursing home
with my dogs, but didn’t get as
much reaction from them as [
did at the mental hospital. 1
don't know il they happened o

The l"fzar:.'rj_q el {.fieru fer 'rﬁ

be more dogey-1ype people or if
a person with a memal illness
can really relate to animals:. It
WAL Very strange,

Was there'a wide variety of ill-
-'Ia'\ln.?

Sure. There were people
wheo had lebotomies, It was an
dmazing experience, a way Lo
give back.

With your obeilience fraiming, you
nm_':.- l:":“l‘l ane L2

Yes. That was it
really have the time,

I didn’t
[ was

mvolved with ather things. You
can’t spread yoursell out too
or vou are a master of

thin,
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nothing, and [ was really
invalved with conformation.

What Eennels out there do you
admtre today, or kennels from the
prasi?

From the past, I liked the Sil-
ver Acres kennel. She had an
overall nicely-balanced dog, a
pretry dog, and a nice-moving
dog. They were consistent.
Northwind was very similar in
line to Silver Acres, Jack pro-
duced some very nice dogs. I'm
probably missing some that |
will regret not mentioning,

Today, 1 would have w say
I've seen some nice-looking dogs

coming out of the kennels in the
Midwest. lee Way produced a
lot of good dogs. Talso have o
menton Polar Mist.  Of course
Lynewe Hanson stll breeds, and
she has beauriful dogs,

There are a lot of old ken-
nels who had some very good
dogs, uicksilver bred
Razzmiatazz in Houston, The
sire of Razsmatazz came from a
kennel in Phoenix that was quite
well-known., They didn't do a
lot of showing and breeding: but
they produced one heck of a
dog. He was hard to-lault.
Karen McFarland has produced

Ch, Winrifts Kokomo of Kemont.  Bred by Kemont and Windrift Rennels,
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Ch. Yowart x Nevidia litter, bred by Vicky Navell, The third puppy o the wagon o Ch. Gl

many champions. She bred
Cricket, her all-time [avorite
bitch, to Alfie. She did some
nice winning with the girls she
oot out of that litter,

I want to mention the peaple
who put me on the map, Mar
guerite and Harold Kritsch,
They had Kristik kennels, and
mainly had English lines. They
produced Satin Sultan and a
couple of others that were just
outstanding dogs in Ganada.
They produced Alfie. who was
the ‘dog to beat in the U5 for
them.

Wes Alfte ranked?

Oh. yes. For a couple of

vedrs he was ranked. He ended
up number three or four in the
end, He was a dog that didn’t
like 1o show., He wasn'vintw it
wholcheartedly. After the sec
ond year | decided he didn't
have to do this, and [ brought
him home. If he had been a real
showman, I would have left him
out there like I did with Koko-

ma. Kokomo wouldn't stop
showing!

£ H:l.-'.l( ary thing else you wan!
to talk about that I haven't men-
Fromieed ?

l was involved with rescue.
In Connecticut I was known as
the person to call if you had a
Sam that necded rescuing: One
vear I placed fourteen dogs. |
wouldn't take them in because |
couldn’t. T only lived on three
acres then, and [ couldn’t cause
my dogs problems by bringing
in too many dogs: 1 would help
them place the dogs. T was
exhausted after that one year of
placing fourteen dogs: I 2ol 50
mvolved with it

I took one dog that 1
shouldn’t have gone to look at,
He was a gorgeous dog with no
papers. or they couldn’t lind the
papers. [ w anted to get the dog
neutered and intoa pet home.
A woman called me who was
interested in him, with a nice
family, She tried him out and

things were going well. 1 ook
this woman o pick the dog up
and they had her name as the
woman who would probably
take the dog. She gave them he
phone number, which was the
biggest mistake of her life.
When [ was out of town show-
ing dogs. they called her and
saicl, “Oh, we can’t live without
him, so we are going to ke the
dog back.” She called me imme-
diately. 1 would have gone and
got the dog i 1 had been home.
They went to her house and
took the dog. 1 felt so bad,
because her daughter was crying
and she was so upser. 1 fel so
bad abour the whale thing that 1
called the people and bawled
them out. I wold them if they
were serious about k:.Lpu:l;. the
dog they could net tie it ow
247, lhc} needed o learn how
to groom so the dog dida't get
into a deplorable condition
again. They set up appoint-
ments 1o come out o learn how
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to groom the dog, but néver
showed up. There wasa't any-
thing [ could dobut go steal the
dog. It would have been better
for the dog, bur I would have
been in jail. That was a very
bad memory.

I had a couple of swd-fee
puppics at the dme and offered
her one for free. 1 said, “I you
come to training classes and let
me show the dog, | will never
take this dogaway rom you” |
told her I would like to ar least
fimish the dog. A free puppy s
not a bad deal. To make a long
stary short, the woman had can-
cer and was dying. Alter she
had the puppy for a while, she
hnally wld me, I told her to
take the dog home. neuter him,
and I wouldn't show him. 1
checked on her 1o see how she
was domg. One day her hus-
band answered the phone and
told me she had passed- away.
He thought 1 wanted the dog
back. T said. “Absolutely not.
Do vou think T would ke that
dog away [rom you and your
dun{hn_r-’ He was elated that |
wasn 't roing to take the dog.
The good part was that pmh.l-
bly about six vears later he
remarried. [ hedrd from oy vet
that he and his new wife, the
kid, and the dog were all just
fine.

Dl you faeee any I.h."rl.’n"r.r.r.'m I
Placing Samanies? '

No. 1 have always had a
waiting list.. A lot of them want-
ed forever, Some of them are
still waiting! I didn’t advertse;
it was always from word of
maouth. My people came on a
regular basis to see the luers. 1
got to know the pq::ruplu better
and would try te place the
puppy according o their
lifesivle. 1 never had a puppy
returnied,

Those are my mother's: cats
She passed
away a few vears ago and my
brother and sister are not animal
people, so here they arel They
were cleven and twelve vears
old when [ got them. 1 thought
they would enly live another
yeir, and we are going on three
VOATS DOW,

I should tell you: one more
stary about my most memorable
experience.  Kokomo, my
Keeshond, needed a major o
finmish, There was going to be a
major up in New York, and in
Houston. T was double-entered,
but it was shaky for the major in
New York. T packed him up

}"r]!l Are :\'.ﬂﬂ,’][l:__';.
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and Pansy, (my Sam bich spe-
ciall, and we went down o
Houston, That was quite-a
haul. 1 hadn't driven that far
alone, I had friends down there,
I had worked for Jacqueline’s
Oniginals, owned by Jacqueline
Adams. She did booths for
vears, and I painted for her, |
was invited for dinner at her
mother’s house. I drove
through a questuonable neigh-
borhood. stopped at the 7-11 to
get some soda, and I left my side
door apen. It was August and 1t
was hot. When | was coming

'li
: bt T
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out the door I saw the gas
pumps, mavhbe 50 fect away.
There was a pickup truck by the
gas pumps with a man laying on
the ground beside the truck.
There were two other guys
theve picking up the body, The
guy was dead. They were shov:
g this man back into the wack,
and I was thinking, “Oh no,
they've just killed this guy.” 1
didn’t know what to da, [
didn’t even turn arousid o see if
the clerk n the store saw what
was going on. [ just stood there,
and then the body fell out of the

JAN § 1980

truck! [ decided to get out of
there! I went out the door,
made no eye comtact, jumped in
my van and took off. In the
FEIFI{‘I' the next day. I read it had
heen a drug bust gone bad, and
they had killed him right there.
It had just happened when I was
there! 1 told my friends that
night that I thought 1 had just
witnessed a murder, They won-
dered i I should call the police,
But T couldn’t have recognized
the guys anyway, it had been
oo cifark. Besides; T was there to
show dogs! Yes, 1 finished

AsfCan Ch. Krustik s Modesty Blaze, “Modesty, " my fovndation butch.  Breeders: Marguerite and Herold Kritsch,
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Kokomo.

My overall experience with
dogs has: been outstanding.
There are two other things |
would hke to say. One. tha
dog people 1n general are the
mcest group of people. A few
years ago my husband had a
massive heart attack. 1 had driv-
en him to the hospital. The
dogs were all outside in ther
runs, and they needed 1o be fed.
I called some very good friends,
Jacqueline Adams and Pat Lau-
vens, who called Joy Brewster.
Bless Joy; she had shown my
dogs. They sent someone to
my house, and ook the dogs w
the kennel for boarding. Jackie
drove over to the hospital and
lee me know where the dogs
were. When I ot home, she
had left Alfie for me and I didn't
need wopick up the rese wnel 1
was ready, but I needed them all
home. 1 saw so much good like
that through the years that [ just
want to say thank you to every-
one. A special thanks goes to
Kity Burke, a fnend and han-
dler of my dogs,

The other thing 1 wanted to
say about Samoyed people 15
that for many years there was a
lov of hiding of major problems
in the Samoved breed. There
were eve problems, dwarfism,
and other problems that every
body hid in the eloset. A good
friend of mine got into an Amer-
ican line that had dwarfism
problems. Nobody told her
about it. Even after she had
produced the problem, they
waouldn't admit o anything,
She had to do so much research
on it hersell because she didn't
know where it was coming
from. Fortunawely, we never
had the problem in my English
dogs. 1 called the University of
Pennsylvania and had a long
talk with them, There was no
testing for this at the time,
Breeders have opened up and
I'm reading aracles about it
now, Pcanc were afrard ther
kennel would be estracized, but
we didn’t know enough about
the problem to know if the
entire  kennel would be
myveolved, or not. [ can see now
that people are being more car
ing and open about the prob.
léem. 'm hoping my mentioning
it will make people remember 1o
keep trving to solve problems
and do your very best,

Fhank you very much,

You're welcome. *




