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What dogs are over there now?

In the 1960's, the Russians shot a
white sled-type dog up in a space cap-
sule, her nayn}::wﬁlgika. Isf.ka i
locked a lot like my old Princess
Natya;, a terrible Sammy but very like-
Iy a Sammy. Laika, as | understand i,
is the Russian word for sled dog,

So there are Sanmies of some bpe in
Russia?

[ really don’t know. You Know,
what with glasnost and all the openness
of Russia today, [ wonder if there is a
possibility of finding and bringing back
some new stack. Has anyone checked
this out?

The Sammies as we have them
now are supposedly the ribal dog, and
yet there were multicolored Sammies in
Siberia, It's just that the English hap-
sened to like the white ones and

rought the white ones home, and for
whatever reason, they happened o
breed true. Although if you take any
one of those three Sammics that are in
the pen outside right now and go over
them very carefully, you will find at
least nng';lack hair, possibly many. [
won't say you'll find them on every
Sammy. You will find them on viriual-
ly every Kondako dog.

To get into the anthropological
and the archaeological and pre-history
of the breed, of course nobody really
has the answers. There are a couple of
i?eoplc who have done a lot of research,

know Bob and Dolly Ward have
done a lot of work in that area.
There's a guy in Northridge by the
name of Jim Osborn whe ﬁas done a
phenomenal amount of work trying to
track back on what the breed was and
how it came 1o be. Gertrude Adams
did a tremendous amount of work in
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that area. I'm sure there are people out
there whom I don't even know who are
desperately working on building the
history of the Samoyed people. [ hate
to tell them, but they aren't going to get
it without a time machine. There’s not
cnouih written down.
Jotw many dogs do you have right now?
I refuse to answer that onrie

grounds that it may tend to incriminate
me,

What's the largest number of dogs you've
errer ket ?

¢ most adult Sammies we ever

had was eleven, and that was barbaric,
[ think six or seven is probably a maxi-

mum to be able to devote the time to
each dog that the dogs really need.
They are desperate for human compan-
ionship. Right now, all four of those
dogs outside, including my Akita client,
want to be in here with us, They'll sic
out there in those pens and be basically
good, but they really want to be in here
with us.
w”Wwfa' that work, would we be able to

The tape recorder would probably
get eaten,

[At this point in the interview, we
took a break and tried to bring Slim
and Cleo into the motor home. The

Ch. Kondako's Sundance Kid,
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tape recorder got eaten and they were
banished back to the exercise pens.)

Have you ever named your litters by any
kﬁtd?gfm'im, such as the A litter, B litter,
ele.

I presume you read the Summer
00 Samoyed terly, where I talked
about this litter being whelped and how
the puppies got named as they were
whelped. We don’t have a bunch of
puppies that are all lewter A, lewer B, let-
ter g: ete. The puppies get named pret-
ty much by the charactenstics of the
puppy. This latest litter was a litde
unusual because [ don't think I have
ever named an entire litter at birth and
had the names stick.

We had a puppy a long time ago
that was named Bat. If you'd take a
lock at her head-on, there was absolute-
Iy no mistaking how she got her name.
She was sold as-a pet. Another one
Koko whelped in a corner of the garage
while she was being exercised. T%::t
one we named Garage! We had one
who was born with a broken tailbone, a
towally disconnected wailbone. We had
ta cut her ail off. It was very interest-
ing, she developed a rolling gait like an
Old English Sheepdog. The name was
somehow associated with her being tail-
less, Bob or something like that. [ cant
come up with the name out of the back
of my memory, What was fascinating
about her was we finally higured out
what a tail is good for in the Samm
breed. It keeps them on the ground.
This bitch could fly. She went over
eight-foot fences! t's what that il
is there for, it's an anchor. -

Do you feel that you've established a dis-
tinguishable line?

People kept coming up to Sunn
and me at the National. A quick liede
piece of business on relavonships.
Connie and [ broke up in 1985 and the
divorce went down. My community
property joke is, she got the kennel, |
got the kennel name. Sunny and [ got
together after that. Connie is in Fuller-
ton and I'm in Long Beach, 1have my
dogs and Connie has hers. Now [ can
goout and do all my own handling and
everything else. Sunny wurns out to be
another nawral. She just @kes the
dogs, walks into the ning, and every-
thing looks great. 1 tend to create my
OWIl MONSLErs.

Anyway, Sunny and [ were at the
Nadonal and le kept saying, “Are
you Dave Ricmggsun? Are you Kon-
dako? [ have your stuff in my back-
ground. I admire your dogs.” This 1s
remendously good for the ego! This is
a good trip. And people say, “Oh, gee,
I really like your puppies right now.
They look so nice and they look like
Kondako. Doesn't he have a pretty
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head?" Definitely an ego trip. [ think
that we have put a mark on the breed.
It's amazing, use we've been very
low-key, really, about what we have
done. We haven’t bred multi-hundreds
of puppies. We're not a Monadnock.
We haven't campaigned o Top Work-
ing Dog or even Top Sammy. We
were not breeders or owners of
Razzmatazz. We just put puppies on
the ground and went out and did our
thing,

At the moment, [ am contunuing
that. 1have all good faith that Connie
will be back in the game in the not too
distant future. I don't think she can
leave it alone, or at least | hope she
can't. Bueat that point in time when
Connie gets active, life’s poing to get
very confusing. This is something else
that Connie and I were talking about.
She said somebody said to her, “If you
breed a livter, what are you going to call
the puppies? Are you going to call
them égmiakn?“ She said, “Well,
Kondako's not mine anymore.” To
which 1 responded, *Of course, Kon-
dako is yours. You built it. ' We put
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this thing together ourselves. Kondako
is as much your work, your breeding,
as it is my breeding,” She said, *Oh, 1
don't know what I'll do.” In print, 1
give her an open invitation to use the
kennel name. Then the rest of the
world can figure out which one's
which. {laughter)

What da you think other > i the
breed associate with a Rondako dog?

Pretty dogs. Nice dogs to live
with. The Kondako heads are very dis-
unctive in the breed. They are a great
deal of the breed type we were known
for. Ilike wo think that we have con-
tributed to the breed type. Whether

sitively or negatively 15 up to some-
Eco)dy d&?:' o sa;ﬁa[ would liie to sa
that with the work we've done in Cali-
fornia for the last seventeen or eighteen
years we have contributed (o the dog’s
ability to move from here to there,
question whether you can ever get the
Frctly head on a dog that can move
rom point A to point B and keep it. 1
think you ean have the heads. I think
you can have the pretty, typey dogs. 1
think you can have the moving dogs.



I'm not sure they intermix in something
that you can consistently bring down
generation after generanon. This may
be what the geneticist was talking about
when he gave up on breeding because
he had come back to where he had
started from,

It's a very frustrating breed from
that point of view. You never have o
worry about anybody breeding the per-
fect Sammy. Ti);erc are people who
have come very close. The Curtises,
with Hoss. That is a magnificent dog,

a spectacular dog. He's petting to be an
nhlx boy now. Then there was a ten-
year-old veteran at the ‘90 Natonal
that came so close to taking Best of
Breed it hurt. He's a beaunful dog. He
went trucking on down the ring at ten
years old and moved a lot of young
dogs into the diseard pile.

Hotw would you rate type, temperament
and soundness i grder of igﬁrm;?

Temperament firse, and then type
and soundness are equal.

Let's change that and go ac it from
a different point. ' We're out there
breeding Samoyeds. Fine, Samoyeds
have to conform to a standard. "[Zilc}r
have to look like Samoyeds. That says
then that the first thing you're breeding
for istype. You are breeding for type
because you have a typical dog that
you have to produce or you're not
doing anything. Now, you have to live
with this dog. There's the tempera-
ment part of it right there. If you can't
live with the dog, the dog is useless.
You might just as well throw him down
the well. It will make the water taste
bad, but ... Soundness - il the dog can’t
do what it is he's supposed to do as a
typey dog, the dog is useless again. So
how do you putﬁc priority? There is
ne priority. It's a triangle, you have o
have all three or you don't have any-
thin
Ew,’mz ts your long-rang: goal in breeding
dogs?

To always have a house full of
Sammies, Sammies that I personally
can look at and say, “That's a good
dog." I've been in this long enough so
that [ don't really care what the judges
think of my dogs. I know what I have.
I go out there and play this game
because | like the game. 1 go out there
because I like 1o work the dogs. 1don't
need the ribbons, the judges’ accolades
or any of that stuff. But [ really ke the
game. So what I'm locking for is do
that I personally think are quality ani-
mals, Luckily enough, this last liter, lo
and behold, I came up with a couple.
They'll be with me untl whenever.

Really, I'm very selfish about this
whole thing. Idon't care what the
other people want. [ want to produce
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what animals I do for my own benefic
If somebody else can pick up with what
I'm doing, fine, but I'm not going to
bend over backwards w give anybody
what it is that they want, That really is
very selfish, extremely sell-centered,
almost an egomaniac’s point of view.

The other side of that is [ also
don't want to do-anything detrimental
to the breed. There are a lot of prob-
lems in this breed. [ will not knowingly
or willingly continue a problem.
Unknowingly, God knows what I've
done. One of my favorite lines about
Dancing Bear was that as a stud dog he
Eroduccd at least one of everything that

as ever gone wrong in this breed.
What are some of the frroblems
Samoyeds that you don’t want tisaie ?
%hcn w}; got started iﬂ‘ﬂmﬂfecaﬂy
60’s, 1t was HD. When we got into the
70%s, 1t was PRA.
Are hips okay now?
Oh, no, there are stll definitely hip
roblems out there. There will always
e hip problems owt there. People can
very carefully select their animals and
breed for depth in hips. That was the
smart thing that Connie did when she
picked Nachalnik of Drayalene for Sil-
ver Bunny, She picked a dog that had
a known propensity to produce good
hips. He threw good hips. The fact
that he also threw some magnificent
ammals was almost secondary to the
fact that we had had it with bad hips
and wanted something solid. We E&d a
grown bitch that we had bought, and
we bred that grown bitch to a grown
dog who had a good history. Silver
Bunny would have been OFA SA-1, the
first dog ever registered. Her X-rays
E:vl lost on the way to the University of

ennsylvania, so she turned up being
47 or something like that.

Aside from hips, what are the probiems
today?

The big problem we have now is
thyroid. It is almost overpowering.
Take a look in people’s medicine cabi-
neis and see how many of them have
thyroid ﬁﬂis for the dogs. 1 happen to
deal with a lady in Long Beach who
runs a dog sitting business. We load
up the motor home and take off and
there are dogs at home. This gal comes
in and covers the house for us. She
commented to us when we came home
from the Natonal, “You would not
believe the number of client dogs that |
am giving thyroid pills t0.”

Other breeds as well?

Even to the point of mixed breeds.
Now here's an interesting question,
how do you have a genetic fault that
shows up in mixed breeds? This is
your outcross. There is a genetic reces-
sive sitting in both sides which com-
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bines in this outcross, This is getting
heavy. Is it a dominant? Dominant
would probably work better, but you
can get rid GfLKAL One of the points
that has been made to me is that the
stuff is being passed placentally. It's
going from dam to puppy through the
placenta, Where did all this thyroid
trouble come from? We didn't have
thyroid troubles when we began. Is
this a genetic fault that all of a sudden
popped up out of nowhere? It's a
mutant? Not bloody likely.

How do they mt%r ?

There is a lot of stuff there that |
really am not qualified to even begin to
speak about TE dre SOIME interest-
ing tests. There are some tests that are
sall in the research stage. With blood
serum tests, they're looking for T-3 and
T-4 autcantibodies. If you get T-3 or
T-4 autcantibodies at any level, you get
thyroid problems. You could go
through this show ground of probably
2,000 dnﬁs teday, and I'm willing to bet
you could take blood samples from
these 2,000 dogs and probably come up
with 60 percent thyroid problems in
one form or another. How does it
manifest itself? Infections that won't go
away. Goat loss. Dogs you can't put
weight on. Dogs you can't get weight
off of. There are people who come in
and say, “My dog’s coat is very thin.”
The doctor says, “Put the dog on thy-
roid medicine.” They don’t check!
Just put the dog on thyroid medication!
“I can't put any weight on my dog.”
“Put the dog on thyroid medication.”
“My dog has this infection.” “Okay,
fine, put the dog on CefaTabs and at
the same time put him on thyroid medi-
cation.” It is terribly prevailing. Am 1
going to become one of those people
who raises the thyroid flag and waves it
and leads the charge? 1 don't know if I
have the energy to do that, but some-
body’s going to have to doit

The same manifestations were
there years ago, but you weren't
putting dogs on thyroid pills in 1967. |
don't remember having seen or having
lived through those kinds of situations.
If you came up with a bitch that had a
valgina] infection, you'd give her peni-
cillin or somel.hing and the infection
would clear up. Now you give them $2
a pop tablets of highlevel swif, and
you can't lick it.

Where does it come from? There
was an article that was done by a lady
who 15 a long-ime breeder of Standard
Poodles. She has inbred generaton
after generation from the 60's forward.
She had problems with failing puppies
and this problem and that problem.
She all of a sudden had a brainstorm
and thought about the fact that she was




The Smmayed Quarterly

Legend: Star Kloudi | Bunny Chief |
Bold letters indicate 4
Champion
Bold boxes indicate KoKo Ruff J Buff
Kondako residents A | | ST 4
h 4 v
| Snowcub | Snowbear Kimba Dancer Charm | Anybody's ll\.tight'n'h'a‘:l:h
! Diva !
1Kokobear |
Matasha [  J EE:E:?; i
J \ Sno White |
r P P = |
©—— Snowtiake| [ tarvi ]T.
Spice E -1 This s It
k4
‘ RunBear I [ Gonzo l ShowBiz
v . v
l Buddy | ‘ Sugar | Spice ‘ Robin ]I Sinner
by
v
Dawn Il Uptawn | Valley Girl
@ Kid Yamsi @ Sugarwolf
¥
e F7T—®
v v v v L 4 b i
Cali lﬂising itart I Kody ‘ Trouble J Lollipupj [Kaokalearl LastDance Baby

doing immunization shots very early on
with the puppies and was really slug-
ging these puppies’ immunization sys-
tems. So she went to an entirely differ-
ent schedule of shots. (We're on thus
special schedule, by the way.) You do
measles at six weeks, killed parvo at
eight weeks, DA2PL at ten weeks and
then another killed parvo at twelve
weeks, etc. The dog never sees a modi-
fied live parvo shot until it’s a year of
age. My puppies right now are eight
months old and have not had rabies
shots, They won't get rabies shots until
their immunization systems are stable
enough to be able to handle the rabies
shots. Not because [ don’t want the
dogs protected against rabies, but
because it is such an onslaught on the
immunization system. There's a direct
linkage that rabies shots will cause
failed livers, one of the primary mani-
festations of immune-mediated prob-
lems probably caused by thyroid.
Again, I am talking as a layman. Tam

not an expert,

What did the Poodle breeder find when
she went fo that schedule?

She doesn't have problems any-
more. She is having absolutely clean
licters that survive. They grow up to
be magnificent Standard Poodles. It's
spooky. It makes you really stop and

ink

Thyroid is becoming the latest

d horse to beat on, I'm afraid.

ere are going to be le pointing
at other cupicﬁaying.ﬁcl].ﬁc brgd
a th}'roicf problem puppy.” It's happen-
ing now, you can hear it. Some very
Eiod friends of mine, people whom I

ve worked with for a number of
years, are being accused of causing this
thyroid problem and that thyroid prob-
lem. They're not causing it. If there’s
any problem there (and there’s proba-
bly a possibility of such a problem
being there), they got caught. They
happened to be in the right place at the
wrong tme. To say that people are out
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there purposely causing this kind of
stull is just so much stupidity. Who
wants to breed a crippled dog? Who
wants ta breed a blind dog? Who
wants to breed a puppy that dies at six
months of age?

What are some of the other problems in
Samoypeds right now?

’u?!really don't know. Thyroid is
the one that's captured my attention for
the moment. [ mean, we have all kinds
of eye problems, not just PRA. We
have cataracts and a whole lot of other
eye problems out there that are show-
ing up. Where does this stuff come
from? All of a sudden this hole in the
ground pops open and here is a new
problem saying, “Good, let's ake over
the breed and cause trouble.”

You can do some wondcrl'u]f:net-
ic combinations, and we are breeding
artificial animals. If you wirned all the
dogs in the world loose and came back
it ten years, you aren't going to find
any Rottweilers, Maybe you'd find a



Rottweiler or two, they'd probably be
able to fight their way to the top. You
aren't gong to find any Sammies. The
Sammues, Siberians and Malamutes are
%fing to revert back to what they were.
'hat you'll really find is a bunch of

coyotes, use they can survive any-

How about Akitas?

The only reason the Akita is a dis-
tinct breed is because they were stuck
out on this island off the coast of
China, just down a litde bit from
Siberia, The Akita, as far as [ can sur-
mise, comes out of a very Masuf-like
type of dog that was prevalent in Japan
for a long time and Chow and/or
Sammy. You figure that one of the hig
Sammy kennels of all ume was Kobe
Samoyeds in England, and then over
here was Kobe of Encino. Where is
Kobe? Well, Kobe is a port area in
Japan. Does Kobe relate 1o Kobe? 1
don't know, but I think Akitas are a
neat breed to talk about relanve to
Sammies. | think there is a lot of corre-
lation. A litde overly macho, maybe,
bu apﬁrcal breed.

hat is your idea of the perfect
Samoyed?

Once upon a tme, a lady by the
name of Gerntrude Adams got wgether
with a genlleman by the name of Bob
Ward, and they went and made physi-
cal measurements. They measured
hundreds of Sammues. Gertrude, who
was an architect, sat down and made
line drawings. This is the basis for the
Samoyed illustrated standard. [ think
that fllustrated sandard is just about
right on the numbers, I mean, ]
wouldn't have any problem standing in
the ring with the illustrated standarcf in
one hand and the dogs in front of me in
the other hand and finding the dog that
most closely approximates these pic-
tures and coming up with the right dog
for Best of Breed. This is the AKC
standard which has been tlustrated by
the Samoyed Club of America. The
Samoyed Club of America controls the
AKC standard. AKC publishes the
standard. We write it, We wrote it
back in the 1920's.

AKC is going through a deal right
now where they're rying to get the
breeds to rewrite their standards to
more normally conform to an cudine
structure. They came to the Sammy
Club and said, “We want you to
rewrite your standard like this, this, this
and this." It didn't work. The
Samoyed people, the Samoyed Club,
the board of governors, everybody
who got invnﬁed said, “But we like our
standard the way it 1. Just leave it
alone. This describes the dogs. The
right points are in the right places.
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Don't mess with i." Interestingly
enough, to this point in tme, the AKC
is putting up with this, and they're sull
speaking to us. At least they were last
ume John Renald, the SCA rep to
AKG, said anything about it.

This is absolutely the way I feel. 1
took the breed as it was. This is what
the standard told me it was supposed to
do. I'll do that. I'm an engineer. [
never do anything creative on my own,
1 always copy somebody else’s work.
(laughter)

Are missing teeth a problem?

Not to my knowledge, not like in
Dobies, Rotties and a couple other
breeds out there that have teeth prob-
lems. If you find a missing tooth in a
Sammy, the odds are he lost it rying to
pull down a fence.

How abont eye color?

I don't remember the exact phras-
ing, but it says eyes are supposed to be
dark. I've had black eyes, dark brown
eyes and gold eyes. 1 personally prefer
the darker eyes. [ think they're more
in keeping with the white with black
PO e ld s penstid?

re gold eyes i

The way the standard puts it, if |
remember correctly, is that the dark
eyes are preferred, so how does a judge
handle that? It's almost a call. If you
have a magnificent animal in front of
you and his eyes glow in the dark,
you're going to go with the magnificent
animal. Again, there isn't any perfec-
tion out there. If you have a junk dog
in front of you and the eyes are gold,
that's just one more point. You find a
number of judges, parucularly people
whio are based in Sams, who judge on a
point system. It's ten poims -tlor ead,
ten points for this, ten points for that
and ten points for tail carriage. They
then will build a summation value, and
their wop point dog is the dog that wins,
I think that that's a very admirable sys-
tem because there's a consistency to 1t
There is a rationale to it. I think that
it's up to the judge in his viewpoint of
the standard to set his own point scale:

The point i5 that each facet adds to
a sum, and the sum is the whole ani-
mal. Afain, you have a magnificent
dog and he has a liver nose, Okay, he
has a liver nose. If you give me an
equally magnificent dog with a black
nose, I'll go with the black nose. If you
give me a not quite so magnificent dog
with a black nose, how much does that
lack of magnificence compare to what
the liver-nosed dog has?

Let’s look at it from the winning angle.

To hell with winning. Who cares?
People spend thousands of dollars to
make their dog the top dog in the coun-
try. Who does it matter to but them
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and whoever it is who's trying to catch
them? But let’s talk about winning.
?Hm imporlant &5 coal lo winning m the

Carol Barnum-Cheesman has a
young dog that's out right now. He
was at the Natonal and took an Award
of Merit. The dog's name is Chance.
He's a short-coated dog. This is a mag-
nificent specimen. 1 mean, there is
nothing wrong with this dog except
he's short-coated. He's probably going
to get over that because he's only two
years old. That dog goes around the
ring like nothing you ever saw. He has
a head you cry over. Heis
beautiful, just magmiicent, and he has a
short coat. He's Iﬁmbahly going to get
a longer coat with time.

hat does making the Top Ten or
Twmlg mean?

t means a lot to the superinten-
dents because they make a lot of
money. It means a lot o The Samoyed
Quarterly because they make a lot of
money doing the advertising as the peo-
ple try to get there. Obviously, it
means a lot to the owners or they
wouldn't spend the $40,000 to $60,000
that it takes to doit. It means the d
has a lot of money behind him, He is
exquisitely presented. He is probably a
V:H showy dog. And he doesn't neces-
sarily have to be a parucularly good
specimen,

Do you think that greater
would heipy or harm the breed?

Right now they're hanging at

about 35 in popularity. They were at
about 35 when I got into the breed in
1960. Now, thirty years later, they are
someplace near 33 10 37. I think that is
the exact perfect place for the breed to
be. If the breed became more popular,
we would have even more bacEyard
breeding goingbun than we do now.
It's a glamour breed. They are pretty
dogs. People say, “Oh, I want one of
those beautiful white dogs with all the
hair that gets in my coffee.”

If the breed became like the Gold-
en, they would suffer like the Golden.
There are some awful Goldens out
there right now. But if the breed
became like the Cocker Spaniel ... Do

u see the scar on my upper.}tif?

at's from all of the overbreeding of
Cocker Spaniels in the 1930’s. 'We had
a female when I was five years old that
was a lide sharp. 1 made the mistake
of taking a bone away from her and she
corrected me. Do you want that in
Sammies? The Akitas right now are
accused of being a litde on the sharp
side. I don't particularly need a 120-
Rcéund dog that's a little on the sharp
side.

What effect do you think a decrease in
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popularity would have?

Breeding would become a great
deal dghter. How many Pointers are
bred? If you go out and look at the
Pointers in the Sporting Group, they
are consistently at least one of the four
placings, If not placed, they are consis-
tently very typey, performing, moving
dogs. There are not a lot of Pointers
out, but the Pointers that are being
bred are being bred well.

There are also le who are
dedicated breeders tor whatever reason
who tee that the dog's quality
remains up. There are a lot of very
good breeders in this country night
now. There are a lot of schlocks, but
there are a lot of really good breeders,
people who are putting their honest to
God best effort E:-mard. There are
also a lot of people making a lot of
money who are not necessarily good
breedp;rﬁ; ight be done to the fai

f o wnfrate -
wess and. quality of udging?

The Sammy Club, at this last
National, did an educaton committee
seminar for judges. We had maybe a
half dozen judges, maybe more than
that. I'm not really sure what the num-
ber was, but we had a number of
judges who sat with breeder-consultants
through the entire Nanonal. This may
be one of the most important thin
that the SCA is doing. It's kind o
going back towards the old apprentice
system almost. It's putting judges or
probable judges of the breed into an
environment where they can ask ques-
tions and get reasonably intelligent,
meaningful answers as to what the
breed is and why they do this and what
things mean. And questions like liver
versus dark nose and the light eye ver-
sus the dark eye. What consututes

reach? What does single-tracking
ook like relative to the Sammy? How
good should the single-track be for
real?

There was mentor judging going
on in the ring today here at thus show.
I have no idea who the guy was who
was working with Mrs. Moore, but she
had a judge who was sitting in the ring
with her and who was observing her. 1
think it's called the observer program,
if | recall correcy.

The Sammy Club is doing this
education committee effort. It 15 defi-
nitely an attempt to improve the educa-
tion of the judges. There are lots of
semninars that go on for judges on judg-
ing. Sammies end up in there some-
times and sometimes not, and they get
discussed and things like that. [ know
Bob Ward, rightfully or wrongfully, is
very prone to speak his opinion of the
I:lrr:ez':\p and how the breed should look

Ch. Kondako's Buiybody,

ini the ring and what constitutes good
and what constitutes bad. This 1s Bob
presenting his opimion, and who am [
to-argue with a man who's been play-
ing with the dogs for almost 50 years?
Mosty he and ﬁ

ingly enough; we judged on a tourna-
ment panel together and, lo and
behold, Carol Barnum-Cheesman
brought this dog Chance into the ring

and there was no doubt as to who won.

In general, [ think jud?‘u'lg 15 rela-
tively poor. That's kind of a very sad
thing to say. I grew up in the dog
game in the days of Alva Rosenberg
and Louis Murr and people who were
handlers who then changed over 1o

Judges who had spent their lifetime real-

ly being involved in it and were very
expert, very knowledgeable. Perc
Roberts was judging Siberian Huskies
in Harrisburg. H:was one of the old
all-arounders. He had this Siberian in
first, and we were watching the judging
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end to agree. Interest-

and we couldn’t figure out what he was
doing. He has this Siberian up front
that really wasn't the dog that the dog
that he had in second place was, and
the dog in third place. He had these
dogs af] lined up and we're staring
across this ring trying to figure out
what he's doing. Finally, he was stand-
ing there looking at them and he kind
of threw up his hands. He went over
to the Siberian in the front and set the
dog up himself and stepped back.
There was now an entirely differem
dog at the front of the line. He said,
“%afs right! One, two, three, four.”
(laughter] He'd seen it all along, but he
had 10 show us! I'm sorry, there are a
lot of judges out there who don't see it
to begin with. I don't know what
they're judging. They look at the dog
and follow the lead maybe. 1don't
know. It's really wo bad.

So the next obvious question is,
“Why don't you go out and judge?” 1



don't have an answer to that, [ would
like to judge the Fuarity some day. |
think that's probably one of m E

5, just simply to judge the Fururie
ﬁ:ic 'Lrnrk mg?l Lth Idlcgycung a;wmﬁ
It’s the whole future of the breed. I'd
like to do that sometme. OF course,
unfortunately, the Futurity breeders
don’t seem to have the same opinion
that 1 do, but what the heck. (laughter)

Betty Amold did a spectacular job
this year, regardless of the fact that my
puppy boy tock 6-9 Fumrity and my
puppy girl took 6-9 Futurity, and she
beat him and thcn she lost in the next
intersex judging. I thought Bewy did a
very nice, consistent job of judging
through the whole thing,

lave you any b’::}ug;'m on what could be

done to fmprove pudging

I'd like to see them go back to the
old-apprenuce system. The judge
should have to be dragged around the
ring by umpreen judges before he can
get his first provisional. 8o he's been in
a breed for gﬂ years, [ don't care. Any-
body who thinks that he knows it all
doesn't deserve to judge. Anybody
who can’t learn something new today
and something else new tomorrow
doesn't deserve to be out there. And
there are a lot of people out there who
think theIK have it all down absolutely

patand they undersiand wall. I'm
sorry, they don'n

Do you prrefér to show tnder a breeder-
Judge or an all breed udee?

[ like 1o show under breeder-
Judges because I figure that I'm coming
from a place that is approximately the
same pl}:lce that they're coming from.
Or, give me an old line judge, some-
body who's been judging for a lot of
years. Melbourne Downing, for
instance. ['ve always wanted to know
what those {ly specks meant on his litle
card. John Connolly, whom I under-
stand 15 not well, and that’s too bad
because he's a super judge. There are a
lot of people out there who don't fall
under the category of breeder-judge or
all-arounder, because there aren't very
many all-arounders. I'don't know what
the:number is, six or seven or some-
thing like that. There are a lot of good
judges out there. There are a lot of
Jjudges who shouldn't be allowed in the
ring. And there are a lot of people who
fall in between those two categories -
the majority.

Do you alweys show your own dogs?

No. One of the greatest disap-
poimtments that Fever had was when
we sent Sundancer out to a show with
Carol Barnum-Cheesman, who was
Carol Barnum at that pmm n time,
and she came back waving a great big
blue ribbon, first place in %:rcup, She
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lost to the Lakeland Terrier for Best in
Show. Anyway, she came back waving
this bng blue ribbon. Great, Sundancer
took a first in Group, so what? The
satisfaction [ get is from showing the
dogs. The sausfaction I'd get was from
watching Connie show the dogs. Con-
nie is probably one of the top handlers
in the country, and nobody knows it
because nobody ever sees “;er handling.
That's the secret of the good handler,
that there 1s really nobody out there on
that dog. Carol 15 very good. There
are a number of excellent handlers out
there. Mostly, | would rather show my
own dogs. But, I will turn any of my
dogs over to Connie any ume she
wants to ke them over.

Sunny is excellent. Here’s this
novice in the breed showing her first
Sam and doing really very well. 1
pulled the dirtest trick on her. |
entered Baby and Cleo as a brace and
turned them over to this basically
novice handler. This gal's been show-
ing dogs for a year-and a litde bit.
“Here, here's a brace entered. Take
these dogs out and do your thing."
{laughter) Dammned if she didn’t do i,
and she did a very , Tepresentative
job. T was tickled pink with her, She
has Baby a major away from her cham-

101151111;: I don't think I put a point on
Eahy get a tremendous amount of
satisfacdon out of watching Sunny
work the dogs, as much as | ever got
out of watching Connie work the dogs.
I end up back n the motor home mak-
ing beel stew or something while
they’re out showing the dogs. That's
okay, that's the way it turns out, if
they're out there and dmng a good job
of presentation. What's lunny is 'm
showing client dogs and doing quite
well.

I was showing a stupid puppy dog
in the 6-9 Puppy Dog class at the
National, and the dog was tap dancing
out in the ring. His feet were going
everywhere, his tail was going up and
down, his head was up and down, and
he was wrning-around. He was doing
everything in the world. And I'm out
there playing the one-armed paperhang.
er with St. Vitus Dance. Bob War,
commented to somebody, one of the
judges in the seminar, “You know, it's
funny, Dave's usually not that nervous
with hus chient dogs.” {laughter) 1
Euess maybe the fact that the pup's my

oy means something more to me, and
the fact that he's a total idiot had me
dancing on the walls myself.

orw do you train your pufypies?

We don’t train them. All show
training is done in the ring. People
have laughed at us for years about that,
and it's the truth. It’s where the train-
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ing actually occurs. I put a lead on the
dog, take the dog down and back.
Where does the dog need to show?
The dog needs to show in the ring! If1
get the oﬁmsbowm the backyard
and he's absolutely flat in the ring
because [ have t.ramﬂ:] him to the nth
degree in the backyard ... We let them
be puppies and we train them in the
ring.

If you could have seen what those
dogs were doin LIE a month ago com-
pared to what they did today ... A
month ago, the first of September, was
the first time they were shown. He
took a &)mi., Winners Dog. She took a
point, Winners Bitch. This was their
first time ever in the show ring. This is
phenomenal. Thaven't done this in

ears. It's a good feeling. The judge,

rs. Evers, was magnificent with these

puppies. | mean, she was so sure and
easy and did a great job. 'Ihj)' were
shown at a couple of shows after that
where the judges didn't have the pres-
ence that Mrs. Evers had and blew the
dogs away. The dogs didn't win. The
dogs shied and did this and that It was
basically correctable in the ring. We
lost, but we got the message across.
We had the at the National from
Sunday until Friday, and they went
through a saturation course in rin
training. It was great for them. They
were in the ring all the time. They
were in the ring on Tuesday, Wednes-
¢dlay and Thursday, and it couldn't have
been bewter. Today, they were reason-
ably steady. Not to the point where
I'm going to stand out there three feet
in front of the dog, bait the dog and
expect him to stand like a rock,
They're stll just eight-month-old pup-
pies. But they were reasunabl¥ steady
and things are coming along. I will not
pressure the puppies, and Lh&},- re going
to show forever, When they come out
of whatever it is they're doing now and
come out the other side, they will show
forever. They'll never get bored.

That's what I do as a professional
handler. [don't go out there trying to
collect Breeds and Groups. I'm serry,
if you want to have a top winning dog,
I'll turn the dog over to whomever you
pick. My uhc? e thing as a pro['essmna]
handler 15 to take somebody's pet out
of their backyard who is a good speci-
men and make him love dog shows. |
think I'm very good atit. It's a dirty
job b;; some rgndy has m&kiin i

you go to fun maiches or traming
dasies at zu??g“

We will occasionally sit in on tramn-
ing classes. We would do more train-
ing classes if we had them more reason-
ably accessible to us. Both Sunny and |
tend to work very late. We usually




don’t get home until seven or maybe
later than that in the evening. By that
point in time, the classes are usually
going on, and they're fifteen miles
away. We have an unnamed number
of that have to be wken care of,
pecialty matches, such as
Samoyed Club of Los Angeles,
Samoyed Club of Orange Coun ,'.V‘
Samoyed Club of Southern California
and Sam Club of 5an Diego, I will
do until I turn green. Fun matches in
general, no, not very often acall. |
know we haven't done a match in
1990. (Ijudged a couple - does that
count?} f don't know if we did one in
1989, other than the specialty matches.

How intelligent s the Samayed breed
compared to others?

They are almost the brightest dogs
in the world. They are so bright they
can appear stupid. [ would not want to
do an ntelligence rating of a Sammy
against a Standard Poodle. I think the
Standards are really the brightest dogs
around. What falls into that same cate-
%ry? Ican't think of another breed.

e Goldens are different. Their
minds are different. They think differ-
ently. I think the Sammies are proba-
bly the equal of Goldens in imf.'lli&::‘m:f:T
but the intelligence is manifested differ
enty. Idon't think there's a breed
smarter than those Standard Poodles,

Those are spooky.
bipe g‘"ﬁé@ﬁw%ﬂo&w

Ch. Kondako’s Broadroay Baby.
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Lo

have?

They have the intelligence to sur-
vive in whatever environment the
happen to be in, If that includes your
living room, they're going to survive in
your living room. They have the intel-
ligence to be able to adapt to the pack
structure. If that pack includes you,
your husband and your daughter, then
that's what they're going to adapt w. If
they find they can get in the middle of
that pack, you're aﬁ)ha, then comes the
Sammy and then your husband, they’ll
doit. 1 mean, they'll get you every
ume.
15 that the type of intelligenee that your
dog Spooky does mot have?

pooky does not have that
Spooky follows along. She absolutely
adores Sunny. She thinks I'm okay. |
mean, she thinks I'm really kind o
neat, but she adores Sunny. Sunny is
not here right now because she's mov-
ing from one office to anather. They're
moving all the equipment and every-
thing else. Sunny took Spooky 1o work
with her on Thursday because they
had a completely empty building, just
lots of equipment, and they're packing.
This is where Sunny found Spocky, at
this place of work. She was roaming
around that area on her own for about
eighteen months, we figure. 5o Sunny
took Spooky back to work. Spooky
never left Sunny by more than three
feet the whole ume she was at work. A

Spring 1992 W 73

Sammy would be gone. He'd be out
there exploring, seeing what's going on.
Spookc;ﬁad a very tough life, %hu;%ms
a good life now, and she’s sure she's
going o hold onto it. A Sammy would

never think like that. A Sammy would
think, “What's over the next hidl?"

Even 1f his his
menths of hard fiving?

You'd have to talk to some of the
people who have worked with the true
rescue dogs. The Sammy personalities
are different from dog to dog. 1'm talk-
;L)nrg about my own family here, the set
of dogs that I've been playing with for
25 years. An open car door is an invi-
tation to see what's going on around
the corner. The breed's known as run-
ners. | mean, the humane people hate
this breed.

But your dogs are secure?

Where they run to1s home. If
they find an open gate, they'll go cruise
the block and see what's going on, but
they are going to come home. With
triple gates in place, they shouldn't ever
find an open gate. (The latest escape
was to pull the screen off the
crawlspace enuy in the backyard, push
the screen out in the front yard, and
eruise the block. They were basically
waiting for Sunny when she got home
from work.)

T'll tell you something spooky
about this breed. I don't know if it's
my breeding or if it's the breed in gen-

had been eighteen



eral. Are you familiar with the term
“empathic™? These dogs are empaths,
they read minds. They literally read
emotions. | have seen these dogs react
to situations when there's no command
or anything given. The dog gets from
you what itis that's going on, be it
{rom locking at you and seeing the
body English or pulling the brain
waves out of the air, I don't care. Con-
nie and [ were living in Frederick,

land at the end of a quarter-mile
road. There were two litde houses sit-
ting down at the end of this quarter-
mile road, so we were isolated. Some-
body came and knocked on the front
door. Nobody ever came to the front
door. Dancing Bear (Ruffy) was in the
house, and he and Connie went and
answered the front door. Here's this

y out there, and for whatever reason,

uff picked up from Connie that the
guy frighu:neg Connie. Ruff got
between Connie and the guy and
marched the guy backwards, off the
front steps, and literally over the prop-
erty line, and then stood there unal the
guy left. How do they do that?

Let's face it, the 1985-1986 ume
frame was a very unhappy tume in my
life. Divorces are not fun. Show Biz
was down with Connie in Fullerton. 1
was living in an apartment in
Hawthorne. 1 do not recommend this
for anybody who has had Sammies for
any period of time. It is complete with-
drawal. So [ would go borrow Show
Biz and ke him out and show him on
the weekends. He was very special.
That was tough. But he backed me up
all the way. He was always right there
for me. It wasn't, “Oh, what the heck,
here comes David.,” [t was, “All right,
let's go! I'm going to go sleep through
another dog show!”

Do you feel that dags showld do what
they were bred for, even §its something that's
argheic?

Like having the Mastiffs go out
with the army?

Yes, and having Akitas kill bears,

The Akitas went out and hunted
bears, but they were the samurai’s third
sword., They were very deeply embed-
ded in the samurai tradition. Dol
want an Akita behind me if [ have a
kitana in my hand and I'm defending
mysell? You bet [ do. That's where
want him, and [ want him coming
around all teeth, 100,

You said that you wanted your dogs to
be able to ive in the wild if they had to.
What do you do to see that they eould still da
the things that they used to do eenturies ago?

The Sammy is a very primidve
breed. I mean, they were very early on
in the domestcation of dogs, and they
have a lot of very primitive characteris-
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Ch. Kondaka's Rising Sun.

ucs. Baby, bless her litde heart, can
catch pigeons on the fly. A pigeon is
cruising through the backyard and he
doesn't make 1, because she wracks his
trajectory and has him. Now, should I
breed dogs w pluck pigeons out of the
air? Well, this is part of their inheri-
tance. She didn’t make this up on her
own. [ should breed dogs that will be
ahle to perform the functions that they
performed originally. But they per-
formed every imaginable function that
a dog is going to do in the environment
of the Samoyed people. They're very
]Ilrimitiw! dogs, very all-around dogs.

hey're probably not very good at any-

thing, I mean, they certainly are not
world-class sled pullers. Idon't think
they're going to go out and win too
many herding tnals. But in a pinch,
they're going to do it.

What i a fair stud fee these days?

I really don't know. [ just sent off
a letter to a gal who wants to do an Al
on Show Biz, and I'm not particularly
pushing the dog or offering him
around. I'm more concerned with hav-
ing him for my own use than anything
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else. So [sent off a fee of $600, plus
the Al cost. Is that high or low? [
don't know. Normally, in the old days
we said the stud fee should match the
price of a show puppy because you're
doing it for a stud fee or pick of litter
puppy. Is $600 the current going show
E;ice for a puppy? :lhmre no idea. It
comes an extremely geographically-
oriented thing. There's a lot of supply
and demand. 1 doubt that you could
get the same price for a puppy in Wis-
consin that you could get for a puppy
in Florida, Washington, DC or Boston.
Should the puppies sell for the
same price as the red dog out there?
You know, those Akita puppies are sell-
ing for $1,500 each! They’re getting
thnnm&nal prices. What's it doing?
or one thing, it's driving ing the breedi
of the Akita - wards, raising their png]
tgon in the A?G rankings. Is that good
for the breed? [ don’t think so. Do we

t m&: premium prices for our beaus-

I livde white dogs? No, they're just
beautiful litde white dogs and you get
$300 or $600.

Do you ever refise lo service a bitch?




I have refused bitches for 25 years.
You cannot breed to every bitch that is
offered w you. If you have a dog
who's winning, there are going to be
people coming out of every place you
can imagine who want to breed to your
dog simply because he's winning.

They want that name on the puppies.
It has nothing to do with whether or
not the hrc:':ﬁng makes any sense. |
have flat out made mistakes in breed-
ing. I definitely have bred bitches that
should not have been bred, or at least
not bred to this or that particular stud
dog. [ have proeduced puppies proba-
bly the same way that were mistake lit-
ters. And, [ have turned down lots of

breedings.
Are you ally able to explain why
you don't think it's an advisable thing to do?

No, you lie. You say, “I'm sorry,
the dog has grade three hip dysplasia,”
or, “The last litter the dog sired had
four PRA puppies.” | take that back, |
don'’t lie. gut ow are you gomng to tell
Joe Blow, who has Flopsy, that she's
not a quality animal, that you don't
think the breeding makes good sense?
I've done that, it does not work. Prob-
ably my saying that [ lie could be taken
wrong, but somehow or another you
have to maintain the people’s face, give
them a way out and refuse to breed.

So they wnll leave you and go somezvfiere
else?

Yes. They're going to produce
puppies that are not necessarily quality
puppies: Fine, let them, but they're not

g to have my dog's name on them.
ﬁere are puppies out there (now) that

are less than quality Sams that probably

have my dog's name on them. (Which
proves that I'm opinionated but not
infallible!) The next generation down,
you're totally out of control. “You
can't breed that puppy to that dog”?
“Warch me.” “?c never put out dogs
on co-ownerships, If you buy a dc
from Kondako, it's your dog, you do
with it whatever it is you want to do.
Ask us for help, assistance or informa-
tion, we'll help you all that we can, but
you live with your decistons.

Haw many litters should a bitch have?

In this day and age, probably
none, Do you know ﬁz’w many dogs
they kill every year?

All other factors aside, what would be
the nimber best for her well-being?

If we were going to do consistent
breedings, we would breed a bitch the
third season, eighteen months or there-
abouts, and then breed the next year.
Then we'd probably skip a year and
breed the next year and the next year.
Four to five litters at the outside.

Do you helps your bitches whelp?

Yes. Silver Bunny was a lazy

whelper, and we were in there with
both hands and feet. This last litter we
did, Baby's, there were three pups born
in Long Beach, two born in Huntington
Beach, and the last one was a C-section
in Laguna. You have to assist. Then,
again, we have had bitches that were
absolutely natural whelpers, pop, pop,
pop, there they are, all lined up.

Da you supplement feed very young frs-
?

Yes.

What do you feed them?

Gerber's protein baby cereal mixed
up with goat’s milk and maybe a lude
vitamin supplement thrown in. That's
probably it, at the point of two and a
half 1o three weeks uniil they're fully
weaned over. Then, once they're
weaned, we have them on a quality
food of one form or another. The
foods seem to keep changing, but the

uality is the primary requirement.

r latest go-around was with Pedi-
gree, and here Pedigree is a grocery
store dog food. Fine. For whatever
reason, we were having fairly decent
success with the Pedigree. The puppies
are very healthy puppics. They were
on Pedigree puppy food. Bone meal.
Theralin or Pervinal vitamins. I'd like

Jries

to see-a litde bit more weight on the
boy, but he's just not that great of an
eater, He'll come along,

Do you wean the puppres or do you let
thetr dam do 1t?

It's a murual consent sort of a
thing. She sarts saying, “Help me with
this mess." OFf course they're being
supplementally fed. Tt used to be in the
old days Connie would take the liute,
uny puppies, two weeks old maybe,
and make litde, tiny rolls of hamburger
and feed it to them. When the dam
tells you, “Listen, I need some help
over here,” you get that message. If
you pay attention, you get these things.

e weaned this latest litter and
had them all handled, Baby was just
sitting around watching them, so we
moved Baby into the swidy with a fence
between her and the puppies. [ came
hiome to five years of financial records
destroyed, piled in the middle of the
room, and [ won't tell you what was
piled on top of that. Did 1 get a mes-
sage? You bet I did. From then on, we
set up a whole new thing, a two-foot
fence in place. Baby could go over and
back. She could get in with the puppies
or away from the puppies. Okay,
Baby, you do it your way.

Kondaka's Valley Girl,
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Do you sell your pupipries with any sort of

retiter agreement?
i With ﬁlinu'ted registration in
place, | haven't done anything about
that. At most, [ will withhold registra-
tions. Do [ insist that this dog be
neutered? No. All [ dois make a ree
ommendation that this dog be neutered
or spayed. “Take this dog home and
make a petout of it.” [ don’t get things
written 1n blood about it.

At what age should puppies go to their
newe homes?

I tend to subscribe to the old Pfaf-
fenberger book, that seven to twelve
weeks 15 such a formative stage. Yeu |
don't want to let the puppies go until
they're eight to nine wcﬂﬁs. é) I play
the game with the seven-to-cight-week
range with the puppies and a wemen-
dous amount of socialization: They're
in our pockets, Then we turn the pup-
pies over to the new owners at eight to
nine weeks. The show puppies used o
stay with us until twelve to sixieen
weeks. People used to complain about
trying 1o get a show puppy out of Kon-
dako because they wouldn't have the
puppy released to them. Our comment
was, “We aren't sure yer.”

We had a Navy commander who
contracted for a puppy out of Dancing
Bear and Koko Lossal. For whatever
reason, he wasn't able (o pick up the
puppy at fourteen weeks, which was
when the puppy was ready to go, so we
held onto the puppy for an exira
month. By the ume eighteen weeks
came around, this puppy had blos-
somed into something fairly special, so
we kept him. That was Sundancer. He
was sold! Of course, the Navy com-
mander would have loved him.

Did that have the effect of making you
hang onta fuipies @ dittle bt longer?

Oh, yes. | had three of this last li-
ter up until they were six months of age
because [ was trying to figure out who
was doing what to whom. Everybody
was very willing to tell me this one was
this and that one was that, What was
really funny was hearing the compar-
isons of the puppies. There were two
males in the litter, Magic and Slim.
Everybody said, “Magic has so much
style and this and that.” Slim just slept.
He sat in the corner and watched all
this going on. Connie was over on the
side saying, “Slim's going to grow up
and look like Show Biz. Slim's going to
move.” Connie was right on the num-
bers. Does Connie sull parucipate with
Kondako? That's a good example.
She made a recommendaton. [ ook a
long, hard look at her recommendation
and found mysell agreeing with her.
We went with it. So she's as much
responsible for me having Shimas Lor

?ﬁc&!mqwd 'Qf@'.‘ﬂ"ﬁl

anybody else. She didn’t choose the
stud dog or the brood biwch, yet she is
still as responsible for the litter as any-
hady else.

When you're evaluating the pupries,
what do you fook for? o

That's tough. [1end 1o work on
images. | see the whole of the animal
nstead of the litde bits and pieces, so 1
really have o study the puppy to see
how the puppy operates as a whole,
Do the front and back legs work? [s
the tail where it's supposed to be? Is
the head where it's supposed to be? [
can't say that there's an evaluation pro-
cess other than through osmosis. |
hold the puppies in my hand and [ get
it. Put that in a textbook sometime.
That's how I do i

Could [ ever teach anybody else o
do it? This 1s very interesting. Sunny
was never associated with Sammies.
She was a German Shepherd person,
not even a show person. (German
Shepherds were the only breed that she
knew. In the three-plus years she's
been with me, she is absolutely geting
it. She is developing the walent for
being able to see; This is a lady who
couldn't even tell the difference
between Show Biz and Night Wach.
Admittedly, they looked a lot alike, but
they might just as well have been the
same dog to her. All of the dogs i the
ring were just white dogs.  Over several
years, Sunny has developed the capaci-
ty to see what's right and wrong.
keep saying over and over again,
“Dion't fault judge. Don't look for
what's wrong, look for what's right,”
and she's getting it. She's developing a
talent for seeing what's going on in the
puppics. Now [ have big wouble,
Sunny loves the puppies. She wants
more.

What do you feed your grown dogs?

We have just switched off of Pedi-
gree, which is available on the shelves
at your supermarket. It's a fairly
expensive premium dog food, but sull
it's out there in the Safeways and what
have you. We have just switched over
e Wysong. What is Wysong? You
know the siff you go into the health
food store to buy? If you look on the
back of this bag, they're all listed on the
bag as ingredients. It's a really good-
looking food. One of my Akitas is on
Wysong and was put on it by a veteri-
narian whom | have a great deal of
faith in. So okay, fine, we'll go ahead
and use Wysong, Before that we were
on Jell Bennet's food, Nawre's Recipe
Lamb and Rice, a very food. For
a couple of different reasons, I got off
of the food, but it 15 a food that [ can
recommend. Interestingly enough,
there are a lot of Sammy people out
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there making dog food.

How important is diet in raising this
breed?

It's very important, but I think diet
is extremely important in any breed.

Are there any particular food tssues with
Samoyeds, any speaal needy or mtolerances

I think that in general Sammies
might have a slighdy hi fat require-
me%:: than uma@ﬁr;dsw ou cm?ﬁin‘t
pin me down te giving you reasons
why I say that. ﬂmi 1:Vt'ai equivalent
in other northern breeds.

Do yo use supplements with the grovn
dogs? .

Yes. They normally get some kind
of a vitamin supplement. We feed dry
food plus canned food. How's this for
a supplement food? I just picked this
up as a sample: rabbit and rice dog
food. Nature's Recipe, Have you ever
seen a rabbit get a penicillin shot?

You can get beef that hasn't had anhibi-
olfics or hormones.

Have you ever tried 10 buy Kobe
beef? Heavy, $130 a pound.

How much does this rabbit cost a pound?

I understand that they have alitde
bit of a problem with rabbit sourcing,

Da you condition your dogs?

I'm not as good about that as [
should be. LucEily, Sunny is. Sunny is
out there walking the dogsall the tme.
She has a goal for this month to at least
walk every dog at least once a week.
The puppies and competition dogs are
going out every day. Fat Cinnabar, the
alpha bitch, gets to lie around the run.

at the heck, she's nine years old,
but she still goes our. So Sunny, on
that side of 1t, is doing a very good job.

Back in the days when [ had the
property in Fullerton, things were a lot
easier because we had a back half acre
that was totally fenced. We would ke
the dogs out of the runs, take them
through the back gate and mirn them
loose on the half acre. They'd go over
and talk to the horses on ths side and
the sheep on that side.

Does take them for walks through
your neighborhood?

Yes. She's now taken to going out
with three of the Sammies at once. I'm
a little bit concerned about this because
of the sighungs made of the number of
dogs that are out there. This is a form
of paranota that isﬂra:u]iar to southern
California. (It's referred to as ACO-
phobia, ACO being Animal Control
Officer.)

What advice would you give to other
Ureeders who are just starting out?

The first piece of advice, if you're
going to breed a dog to a bitch, don't
look at the dog and the bitch, go look
at the grandparents. Go look at the
parents of the dog and the bitch. Look



at the grandparents of the puppies you
want g]?exr.r;:jace ofadviu}?j (ﬂm‘t be
afraid to take advice. Third piece of
advice, have a reason for doing the
breeding. Don't just be breeding 1o be
breeding. Have a goal.

What have been the biggest benefits of
being in dogs?

Having the dogs, being with the
dogs. What possigﬁ:s benefit is there to
my sitting here in this motor home in
the middle of a field with the only elec-
tricity I have running off the gasoline in
my port side gas tank? It's just being
with the dogs. The dogs themselves
are the benefit. That relationship.

Have there been any drawbacks to
devoting so much fo the dogs?

It cuts down on vacations. It's just
like having kids. There's a commit-
ment there.

15 there anything we haven't covered?

I'd like to talk a Litde bit about my
twelve years with The Samoyed Quar-
terly and how much enjoyment [ have
gotten from writing the column for all
of these years. People want to know
where [ come up with these ideas. It's
not like sitting down at the keyboard
and staring at a blank video sereen and
then just starting to put the stwlf out.
The things come up mostly out of hap-
penings that go on around me. I'm a
terrible observer of people. 1 did an
article about Rudy Munos down in San
Diego years ago that some people took
as a slap at Rudy, and it wasn't. It was
a funarticle. Rudy now refers to me as
the Rona Barrett of the Samoyed
world. He is basically paranoid. He
keeps saying, “Oh; there's Richardson,
everybody shut up!” (laughter) But 1
have really enjoyed cranking those arti-
cles out and I have really enjoyed the
comments that | have gotten back from
people.

That's about i. There are soap-
boxes that I could go up one side and
down the other. The people don't need
to hear it. They get o make their own
mistakes and judgements and come to
whatever it is that they come to. [am
quite satisfied with where I am right
now.

One thing [ did want to mention
was bear heads and wolf heads, Don't
ever say to Bob Ward that a Sammy
has a bear head, he will be right down
your throat. My theory about the
whole head thing is that this is part of
the business that there were only
twelve stud dogs to begin with. If you
look at the pictures of Antarctic Buck
that were taken in the Melbourne or
Sydney zoo, wherever, that's not a
spectacular head. If you look at the pic-
tures of Karasea, that's a very interest-
ing head also, but a different head alto-

The Samayed Quarierly

Ch. Kondako's Night Watch.

pether. A characteristc of the breed is
that those heads are out there.
Ineerestingly enough, it appears
that what pmgllg th.inkgo:i;f as Lﬁjf:bear
head, the :Izpey head, goes with a small-
er dog, a shorter-legped dog. The
longer, narrower head goes with a
rangier dog and possibly the better
moving deg. Now, I'm probably get-
ting in deep trouble saying this, but [
think that the composite dog will only
exist for, at most, two gencralious.

You're then going to go back to the dog

with the super head that doesn't move
as well as dge dog with the narrower
head and the rangier body. Bob Ward
says there is not a bear head and a woll
head. 1say, “Bob, if there is nota bear
head and a wolf head, there's some-

thing that looks an awful lot like i, and
there are definitely distinctively differ-
ent heads that wander through the
breed” He just says there's a Samoyed
head, and the standard is the definition
of what the head should look like. 1
agree, the standard is the definitdon of
what the head should look like.

Thank you very much. 1 enjoyed talking
fo you.

It was my pleasure. *

Next issue's interview will be with Bernice Helinsky
of Wynterkloud Samoyeds and we'll also spothght
upcoming stars in the breed. Don't miss out! The
advertising deadline is May Ist . . .
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