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Samoyed people

The Samoved Quarterly
Talks with
Judy Bennett
HOMELAND
Webster, Texas

Yart 11

This intervtew was conducted at
the home of Fudy Bemnet! in Awgust
2002 by Seanedra Miller.

Hoiw many rf'ng'_\ i yiu heep
noe ?

Actually, I am down o two.
| was down to one, and it
almast drove me crazy. | need
more than one around, [ feel
they are company for cach
other, oo, [ had a bich that 1
rescued back in 1990; her name
was Janey, When we rescued
her, she was totally feral. She
was the only Sammy [ have ever
known that was completely,
totally feral, It took her a year
and a hall to seek affection. It
took a lot of work. Trendy
guite literally trained her to
come in out of the backyard.
She would not come inso [ had
to go out and corner her with a
leash to get her in the house!
Janey was an incredible dog.
one of the bravest dogs | havc
ever known. To let down those
defenses took such courage, and
she did ultimately ler them
down, but it wok vears. After
she was here seven years, if she
could have gotten out the door,
she would have taken off and
we wouldn’t have secen her
again. She did get out twice and
Debbie Baird and 1 had w cap-
wure her two times, We didn't
find her, we had to capture her.
She was sull feral, and she still
wanted o be a wild dog. When
we had to have her put down,
she was in bad shape. She was
very old, and I had her for a
number of vears. We think she
was around fourteen when we
let go of her. We thought she
was five or six when we got her,
and then she was around four-
teen when we let her go.

We were down to one
Sammy, and 1 couldn’t stand i
While on vacation two years
ago, I went to the northeast.
For a tme, we stayed at Marge
Goodenough's farm. There was
a match that weckend., and they

had somechow lost their match

Judge, so I got hooked into judg-

ing their match. Judges aren’t
supposed to judge a breed in a
match that they are already
approved to ||.|:d14c but LEI.E"-
didn’t have .|_1ur:igc, sol lhnu;.,hl.
what the heck, okay. T judged
the match, and | told them in
liew of my judging fee, I was
going to take the Luéy-wiuuing
puppy bitch there, OF course,
everyone laughed. Sue Dyve
hdpptncd Lo I.‘.IG‘LC a hever-of pup-
pies with her, and | saw Sara.

had tw have her; she goes back
to Tikal and she moves so great.

Bhaisy.

Ch. Trnberline s Suzerbear.

She is so pretty - I could have
taken any one of five bitches, 1
believe she had five bitches
there, 1 could have taken them
alll 1 lieerally could have aken
them all, They are a treasure to
live with,

Sue Dve is the best persom.a
socializing a licer, 1 mean, she
will go out and get one from the
kennel and bring it in upside
down in her arms lke a baby,
and vacuum, with the other
hand. This s how she gets
them so used to being handled.
If Sara doesn’t get her lap ome
every day, she is not a happy
camper, and she les vou know
about it. You WILL give her
lap time: I'm sorry, thdt is the
way it 15! She craves that more
than she craves food, T brought
her back. so 1 have two now.,

I have a black sheep in the
family, I don't know what you
would call Inky., When we
moved my disabled stepmother
in with us earlier this year, she
brought her hittle dog, Inky. He
is about half the size of the girls,
but he thinks he 15 a real hot
property because he has two
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gals. (laughtér) He is the harem
master, but he is neutered. He
still thinks he 15 the man in
charge!

FPhat toas the wost number if
dleigs vou ever kel ?

Pmb.ﬂ.ll\ seven,  Whenever
I would have a liver of puppies,
I would keep them for as long as
it took to find the right homes
for them. In fact, 1 placed
Colonel with family friends who
experienced some problems and
I ended up taking him back. It
is too hard on a male to be kept
and kenneled in the house with
the bitches. It is too hard for
them, ‘and it is too hard for
(taughter] They taught
him to run away. He would
charge the door or sneak out the
daor, and be down the street.
They would stand there and
showat, “Colonell You come
back here right now!" He
wotld ¢ome back, and when he
got back to them, they would
punish him. So. it got translated
o mean, “Run like hefl” to the
dog. I placed him with alady in
Pennsylvania who was in train:
ing for the Olympics as a run-




mer.. She was also an Olvmpic
bicvelist, and Caolonel got all the
running he wanted. They had
no children, so he was the star.
They had another Sammy that
wias a spaved bitch. 50 he got 1o
be the star, and he lived happily
ever after. He was a great dog
who ended up being specialed.
I can’t keep males, but I do-keep
bitches and I keep my puppies
as long as 1 takes to get them in
the right homes.

Can you go tnto debail abaut
wlert yoit are f'rl-r}-{'ml.’,-j_ Jor e comforsie-
fiom, or your wmierfrelation af the frer-
feet Samayed?

The perfect dog fits the stan-
dard, Fortunately, our standard
is 50 beautiful in its concept and
its content, The people who
wrote thar document wrote
something incredible for the
breed, Their mft will continue
to fve for what I hope is hun-
dreds of vears. I hope the breed
continues to live up to it w the
degree that it has up o now,

When I judge a dog, | like
to see, first and [oremost, bal-
ance. When [ say balance, 1
mean a-dog is balanced through-
out the whole dog, not just in
one area. But if vou have a dog
who has a lot of diive and no
reach, vou have a dog who is
going to wear out.  He is going
to be putting more stress on one
part of his body than another,
or viee versa. | have also seen
more reach than drive. You
might see a dog that has exag-
rerated movement problems,
such as a pastern problem or a
hock problem, Tam seeing a lot
of close rears. That concerns
me. You can't sacrifice coming
and going for exceptional side-
gait, and I don't thmk you can
sacrifice sidegan for the coming
and going. I want it all, ideally,

The structure and move
ment is important.  Rachel Page
Elliotr was very good at what
she wrote and what she aught.
One of the things that she
stressed a great deal was that a
dog is one great big lever; you
have to have a neck, and that
neck is-a lever for the dog.
That is how they move; that s
how they are able to establish
motion, If a dog doesn't have a
decent neck. they are not going
to be able o move as efficiently
as they should. T will say tha,
[tr the most part, a 45-degree
shoulder 15 a myth, There, |
have said 1! I have mavyhe
found three 45-degree shoulders
in 30 years. One of them was
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Leff to vight: Colanel, Tonyer, and Datsy.
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on a bitch that was a grand
mother to Tazze, We called her
Puddin’.

She was the ugliest Sammy
bitch you ever saw in your life
until she moved. 1 have
watched judges literally do a
double-take when Puddin® wok
off and went around the ring.
She was poetry in mouon; that
was one of the best-moving
Sammies. I have ever seen. She
was structurally sound, just a
locomotive. She could flat
mave! But she had o really ugly
head. (laughter C

Puddin’ is a very important
stary; she was bred o Chris and
Danny’s Red Baron.. 1 believe
they had two bitches out of that
licter; and Chris was so mad at
Danny for breeding that liver,
she couldn't stand 1. She was
having a baby, and she was hav
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Ok, Timberkine s Katy Homeland,

ing problems at the ume, uying
not to miscarry and so on, She
was really having a lot of prob-
lems trving to work and being
pregnant and evervthing else,
and Danny bred thae liver, She
could have killed him! They
gat these two bitches, and 1
think they named one Bell Star
and the other Annie Qakley,
They sold Star wo another breed-
er who really preferred males.
They really preferred the g,
gorgeous heads on males, with
lots of coat and very regal pres-
ence. [hey agreed 1o return
Star 1o Chris and Danny.  Star
was a nice, lovely, incredible
bitch; she didn’t look like her
mama. She had her siructure,
but she was pretuer. She in-
ished very-casily. Later on, they
bred her to Ch. Koelinka's Quilt-
ed Bear. This was where they
got Taze,

Anyway, what I have to
have is balance. The standard
shouts halance and structure, 3
well as soundness. A lot of
what we ¢all beauty in our
breed is nothing more than
soundness, The way their head
is shaped. the way their ears are
shaped, the way their eyes are
shaped and slaned. the oblique

slant 1o their eves - all of these
things make them capable of
surviving in a severc climate.
These things are no less impor-
tant to soundness and structure,
It would be nice if we could get
everything in one dog, but 1
have never found a perfect dog
or bitch. I am accused af favor-
ing bitches in the ring, which is
NOT tue! 1 favor good Sam-
mies. (laughter) [ de not penal-
ize a bitch for being a birch and
not looking like a dog, It is not
that I Faver them, T just don’t
penalize them., I don't care what
the Group judge does; | am not
Judging for the Group judge. 1
am not the Group judge’s eyes
and ¢ars. [ am Judy Benne, 1
am in this ring today and [am
in charge. T am looking for a
good Sammy. I w happens o
wear a couple of huevos, then
super! I it doesn’'t, that is
super, too, But a bitch docsn't
look like & dog, and a dog
doesn't look like a bitch. They
are both wonderful, but [ am
there to find the best Sammy. |
am going to find it regardless of
its plumbing equipment, That is
it

What are some of the wost seri-
wtei ferodienis with the breed today?

The most serious problem
with the breed eday is denial, |
am telling vou here and now,
there is an epidemic of tick dis-
case i this counwry, [f people
ignore it not only are their dogs
going to be sick, but they are
also going to be sick. T am sorry
to be the bearer of bad news,
but i isa facy, If they do some-
thing about it, they can extend
their dogs” lives for many vears,
Thev can make them healthier
and they ¢an hiave much more
success in the breed, but they
HAVE 1o wake up and smell
the coffee. A lot of the prob-
lems we are secing in the breed
arise rom tick-borne disease.
Even if your dog has never been
biten by a tick, that doesn’t
mean they don't have tick dis-
ease. A goodly percentage of
tick diseases today are contract-
ed in utero.  The mother has i,
their mothers have it, and so on.
It is in the bloodstream and it s
passed From mother to puppy
down the line,

Dr. Jane Biggerstall who is
the vet | use; has done a lot of
research,  She has worked with
Dr. Kukoma at the University
of imois, and they have done a
lot of résearch on tick-bome dis-
case. Jane flew to Virginia and
delivered a litter; and collected
everything from amniotic fluid
to placentas. They are putting
together a database of informa-
tion that is going to help every-
budy. Those two individuals

are probably the top expers on
tick-borne disease m the coun-
try. I am so thankful chae |
found her. This is the biggest
threat i the breed wday, Many
af the problems that people
think are threats to the breed
are coming [rom tck-borne dis-
case’including orthopedic prob-
lems to eve problems and so on.

Historically, the breed is in
pretty good shape. When 1 first
came in the breed 30) vears ago,
they were having a problem
with rears. They lixed the prob-
lem with rears, and then the
fronts went into decline. It is
like the pendulum swings from
one side to the other. People
were saying, "Oh. we have to
fix our froms.” so they started
concentrating on fixing the
fronts, and they let the rears go
again, Now [ am aciuallv secing
Sammies that have strong fronts
and rears; which is very reward-
ing., It is candy for the eyes,
They have improved sidegait,
and they have also cleaned up
their coming and going, and the
angulation. It is a good thing,
Historically speaking, the breed
1s.in better shape than it has
been for 30 or 40 vears, It is
still not there, but it is in a lot
better shape than I first saw i,

As a puidge, what are some of
yinir it freevses?

My pet peeves are people
picking on my [riends, thinking
that il they don’t like something
I do, they will ler my friends

Divne Y Ya Goeldess of less than gormet cuisine, Nanowk.
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Ch. Polar Mist's Ain't She Somethin® i fruiihing with a Hoce-pont
wngor al Shatonee Kennel elub Apnt 20, 1978, Fudge Lynette Saltzman.
Heneller Betty Armoded, Mrcty £ five soeehs in whelpr.

know about it and put my
friends in a bad position. They
obviously arc 2 litde defensive
for me, because we are friends.
They see my side of things
sometimes. S0 when people
pick on my friends, it docsn’t
really get back to me, necessari-
Iy, but [ see eves rolling and 1
know. I know they have been
cornered again! Or for people
to assume that just because your
dogs are from one line or what
have you, that is the only line
vou are going to like. Everyone
thinks [ am going to put up
Lynette Blue, because she is a
dear friend of mine. She com-
plians, as all of my friends com:
plain, that I practice reverse dis-
crimination. They say [ don't
put them up! That is not trug; 1
don't avold putting them up. |
Just go in and judge the dogs, |
can’t worry about who s waich:
ing. who owns what or whatey-
er. ©ust udge the dogs.

There was a ume when |
could walk up to a ring, logk in
the ring and tell you what line
every dog in that ring came owt
af, just about. I stopped buving
catalogs because [ don’t want to
know the features of a given
dog. or a given line. Fortunate-
ly there has been such a hlend
of lines now that they have
begun to be a bit more homoge-

nous than they used o be. 1
used to could spot a Breaker tail
a mile away, because it had a li-
tle extra kick on theend. Tt was
a certain tailset thae they had in
common. Now [ don't see that
anymaore, [t has kind of melted
mto the breed, That is a good
thing, because 1 don't want to
know who anybody 5. I don't
care who anybody is! [ get
fussed at by reps-for putting my
face down m the dogs' faces, b
int the Sammy, I have no fear. |
am going to keep right on deing
it. because it is what [ like doing,
I talk to the dogs,

In fact, one day 1 was with
Karl Geletich in Califorma. 1
was there judging. going over
his dog. 1 was down dose to his
dog's car. and the dog reached
up and gave me a kiss on the
cheek, T said, “Aw, we get Kiss:

es!™ Karl said as loud as he
could to the entire ringside
assembly, “Madam, T will have
Yo know [ am a marred man!™
(laughter] I didn’t think anyvone
could hear what 1 was saying to
the dog! I natyrally turned
three shades of erimson. |1
thought, "You know, Ig:wb::clc.s
are hell™ T have got Karl back
since then. OF course, the ring-
side fell apart: they theught it
was great. | got good old Karl
back. I'wis at the National Spe-
cialty a couple of years later in
Santa Rosa. I went down and
bought a bunch of Hershey's
kisses and some helium bal-
loons, and a foam cup. I wrote
on the side of the cup, “Kisses
for a married man.” 1 filled the
cup with Hershey's kisses and
tied balloons to the wp of 1, and
took it out and handed it 1o
him. He had to carrv these bal-
loons around all day until he
could get back o his room! OF
course evervone thought it was
funny. Karl and 1 always pick
on cach ather at Nationals. Karl
and Jo-are great folks.

I guess my pet peeve is what
people expeet. 1 am a really

easy judge to win under; [ am
S0 L‘SLS'}-' o \\'iﬁ 'li“d(.'l'_ it 15 ot
even lunny.

Just bring me a

good dog! That is all you have
o do; just bring me a good dog.

Hevie you hanlled your oen dogy
Jar the st part?

Ne, not in the beginning, |
do now, [ have for the last sev-
eral years. Beuy Chamberlain
is probably one of the best han-
dlers | have ever known in my
life; there 15 almost none better.
She has a psvehic abilicy, and |
am serious when [ say psychic,
She has a psvchic communica-
tion with these dogs: You could
hand her a completely untrained
dog, she will go to the end of
the line and by the ume she gets
1o the judge, you have a wrained
dog. It is amazing to watch; 1
actually have it on film. She 15
an nm:lxiu&ha ndler,

Also. Chris Middleton is a
wondérful handler, She han-
died my Sugarbear-as a puppy.

John Ronald is a great handler,

too. That man is a really won-
derfitl handler. The handlers
who I have used have all been
Sammy people but for the most
part. T have handled my own
dogs: [ like to show my own
dogs. it is my time in the ring
with them. It is my two min-
utes, | figure il you win, vou
are going to have fun, and if
you don't win. and you don't

Cir: Polar Mist’s Ain't She Somethin’, Ch. Timderline's Lord Tikal, and
Yimberfine s Sugarbear (faurteen foids, batlk majors) al
1979 PUSC Spectalty. Jrulee H.A. Mickelson.

Second from right, Am/Mex/PR/SA/nt. Ch. Homeland's Swmny Stide Up, "Datsy, "
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have fun, you have wasied your
time, wasted your money, and
Zone 1o a lot ef work and trou-
ble. Why nat have fun, win,
lose or draw? It just makes
semse:. Lhat 15 our tme togeth
er. that we are in physical con-
tact with one another. groom-
ing, caressing, and loving. They
have 100 percemt of my atten-
ton., That is a time that I don't
give up easily,

Would you rather shey under an
all breed ar a brevder-wele?

A breederjudge every time!
That is an easy one. 1 feel
breeder-judges have the best
interests of the breed at heart,
and they know the standard bet-
ter. That isn't to say there are
not some great dll breed judges,
but I believe the better judges
are breeder-judges. We have so
many new ones coming into the
fold now, it 15-a good thing, We
lost Bob and Delly, and they
were an absolute 1nstitution.
Their loss was so great. it will be
felt for many gc:nc'rnu'ons_ They
gave us a great deal; they were
generous, loving people who
gave us the best throughout
their lives that they had to give.

We have many new judges
who are in the breed now. and
that is a good thing for the
breed, Our breed will be well-
served by that, Tt is an expert-
sive prospect 1o judge. I 151t
free. Nine umes out of ten, it 1s
going to cost more money than
what you are paid for an assign-
ment, -£0 it s ke a conmbution
vou are making. [ can’t breed
enough dogs to have an impact
on the breed, nor would 1 want
t, Every home in America was
not meant to be coated ‘with
white dog haw! (laughter)

However, doing some limit
ed judging is my way of protect-
ing the breed by hopefully
pLLili:tg up sound mdividuals
perpeitate the breed. This is
making the breed a litle better
because hopefully, they are
going to take my opinions, what
[ did and why I did it, and
understand n better, and it will
educate the breed a litle more.
Hopefully, I am giving some-
thing back to the breed, That is
a good thing. That is the only
way that | can justify the
expense and the time that goes
inte this. We are all busy.

i traming fmpotiant (0 winnimg
m eonfarination ?

Only minimally. [ have a
bad back, so 1 had 1o breed dogs
that I don't have wo stack. They
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have to know how to stack
themselves. It is what the dog
can do themselves that counts,
not what you can do with them.
A Free-stacking dog 15 a beautiful
thing. That is hard 1o train:
they are built to do it or they are
not. [ know that when | ook
Daisy 1o Mexico, she cansed
guite @ sensation down there.

The crowd got to know her

name, They were chanting it
one’ day, and that was like Leing
o stage and beinga e It owas
like, "Oh, my goodness!” |
have never felt a thnll like that
before.

I figured out thit 1 had inad-
vertently taught her hand sig-
nals. It was an accident. 1
would hold a piece of bait up
and take my fingers and tell her
to come forward a liede bit, and
then stop. They were hand sig-
nals, | wasn't speaking them. It
15 just that she got to know what
they meant. It wasn't training;
it was habit and routine, She
was muitive; she was wned mto
me;
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Bewett and Kol Geletich at Austn, Texis.

I judged a show recently
whiete [ had three of the most
meredible bitches in the ring. |
had some nice dogs, oo, but
thar day there was more quality
in the bitches, T had one that
was shown by a wonderful han-
dler but this handler did not
have her heart. She wasn't
showing and she looked a livde
lost. The second was really
showing; she was gorgeous,
Just stunming! The third one
was not only swunning and
showing 1o beat the band, but
she had a hittle something extra,
I could have gone with any of
those three bitches and been just
fine. The one that wasn't show-
ing would have been a problem,
she just looked toward me, and
[ read bewilderment in that
puppy's face. She was a beauti-
ful, gorgeous:moving bitch, very
pretty, but she just wasn't “on.”
[ would have had wouble going
with her that day. But the other
two bitches, 1 could have gone
cither wav. They were all three
stenning. The one that won
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was-better trained because her
mama (rains her religiously, |1
know that now. She has trained
her to stand off and away from
her and I guess that is very dra-
matic i the nng, to see some-
one show that way. The second
one; lht:m,h was 0 ammated, it
was like T had to weigh them, 1
could have gone either way,

Training did play an element in

the bitch that 1 did choose.
They were awesome; that was a
dream Judging assignment; to
find thar kind of qualiey. Tt was
amazing. It makes yvou feel so
good for the breed, We should
all have problems: like thac,
dectding which 1s the best.

Hu."r you doxe any obedience
itmice the first dog?

Dean put a CD en Nanook
and I put one on Ginger, and
then I got Bear and started
showing in conlormation. 1
kind of never looked back at
that pomt. What I learned in
obedience helped me in confor
mation, but it was really hard to
find time and cnergy 1o both




tram m obedience and in Breed.
Enowing how to train in obedi
ence really helps vou in Breed.
Before you start conformation,

it helps to have knowledge of

ohedience, because all obedience
does 1s teaches both the handler
and dog a common language.
Then they know how to do
thiat. "Frurliﬁh as a second Jan-
guage” for dogs cowrse, That is
what obedience is,

Ha YN e rEI.ll. offier et
fies wenlhh your dogs, such ai herdug?

We ook three dogs down

the 1.J)tt‘].5 of the South Fork of

the Upper Snake River. We
went whitewater rafting with
our dogs once. We have not
done any or L’ﬁnucd ;w:ms oF
clll'\li!]ll!-_l like that, T\ e take
them to the heach, and we do
things with our dogs, but we
haven't done any agility or com-
panion dog work or anything
lke that, Our dogs do compan
ion dog work every day. They
are ;.‘uud with old people and
children, and they are good linle
ambassadors. We don't do 1t
formally, but we di things.

85 -"n'r.'f' wotdd You say Hhe d’-:? 4]
H'mﬂ_!.f-'r.r ?

Diogs have a very pragmatic
J]'rplll.lc.ll to life.  To them,
dying is not scary, but pain is
scary, lhey teach about uncon-
ditional love, they wach about
territories and invading other
people’s territorics.  Evervone
has their own terrtory, and you
have to use carve and Judgment
in invading it. You have to be
invited sometimes, They teach
vou that amenitics are impor-
tant. When I walk up to a dog,
| don't immediately just grope
them and put my hands all over
them. I imtroduce myself first.
That is called respect, 1 offer
them the back of my hand, and
I say hello, I'smile at them, and
they smile back.

They teach lorgiveness,
Unconditional love is probably
oie of the most wonderful con-
tributions that they have. 1 fell
in love with the beauty of the
breed, but 1 way captured by
their intelligence. They are very
mtclligent dogs. There is quite
a great deal to learn from the
dogs, They are some of the best
people 1 know, like I said.

Heave your breedings been nalu-
ral ar n;',f.l,.l’:m{f-}

My breedings have all been
natwral, So have the whelpings;
there has never been an artificial
insemination or a c-section, |
have been very fortunate in that
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regard. [ only had problems
with one litter. When Sugar-
bear had puppies, it was unbe-
lievable. She could deliver
seven puppies in an hour and 45
minutes; One ame she had the
first one in the car. 1 was closer
to my ver's office than 1 was
home, so 1 raced through rush
hour traffic to my vet's office.
5he had one at the red light at
Gessner and Westheimer, 1
finally got to the vet's office, and
it ' was a couple of dayvs before
Christmas. It was the last day
they were open before Christ-
mas, December 22nd or some-
thing. They spread a blanket
for me in the back comer of the

clinie, and I went back there and
whelped some puppies! She
made it look casy, She deliv-
ered seven puppies in an hour
and 45 minutes, and that was
the liuer that had so many prob:
lems. But, it was an casy-whelp-
ing liter and they were good
puppies. She knew how te do
.

Katy also had no problems:
Draisy had a couple of problems:
we had one litter from Daisy,
and there was one bitch that
was like twenty ounces, who
was first, By the ume [ got her,
it blocked the puppies behind
her. T lost that bitch and a male
behind her. The next time [
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“The Colonel " (Sugarbear x Lynthea's Star Studded Fnight).

was going to have a huer, with
Katy, my [riend the Elkhound
breeder vet was there. 1 made
arrangements for her o be there
as well as my friend Tammy
Floyd just in case I had any
problems. Tammy spent the
night, and the vet stopped by on
her way into the otfice that
morning, Stll no puppies, the
temperature and that whole
thing. Baoth of them got in their
cars and down the road, [ could
still see them from the window,
and Kawy looked at me as'if w
say, "I thought they would
never leave! Now can we have
these damn puppies?”  (laugh-
ter) 1 got to whelp them com-



pletely 100 percent by myself,

but there were no problems, Of

course, I was gun-shy afer the
problem with Daisy. Noething |
did worked, no respiranon tech-
niques, nothing: I was prepared
for anything at that point.

With Sugarbear's first litter,
I 'was told that her temperature
would drop a degree. 1 had a
friend who s an BRN; she came
over and we literally ook that
bitch's temperature every hour
on the hour for 24 hours!
When Sugar was ten or twelve
vears old, I could pull out a
thermometer and she would run
under the bed! We were 5o
excited, vou know. Maost pup-
pies, 63 days. With her, noth-
ing. It nearly killed us, but we
were going to be ready for those
puppics when that wemperature
changed, One'tenth of a degree
and we were going 1o get them.
Of course, all the puppies were
weighed and-all that, We did
c'.cr'.[hl.ng sa carcfully, it was
scientific.

Chris and Danny Middleton
taught me, [ have to say this.
Omne of the best dog people 1
have ever known is Danny Mid-
dleton, He has a personality
that is certainly a treasure. |
have to say that whether you
are best rends with someone o
not. vou can learn a lot from
them. He taught me so much
about movement and structure
in dogs. He is a great dog man,
I consider him one of the best
sources 1 have ever known. |
had to pull teeth to get the infor-
mation sometimes, bue T did ger
it! Chris was great, too. I con

sider Chris a great humanitani-
an; she married Danny!  (laugh-
ter) You can print that; she will
love it

1 was also fortunate to
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have Anne and Archie Peil near-
h‘."- 'i'hcy WEre VEIy gencrous
with their tme and informauen.

el You |.'il||‘.-'1ﬁ|"¢ TaIls fr:{.l" VAR
pruefopaes, or anything vut of the nm‘r
Ry ¥

That one puppy with a cleft
palate, we had to put her down,
I do supplement. [ studied at
the school of Danny Middledon
on that, too. They do every-
thing from vitamin G to oil and
vou name it. 1 did o, adding
extra protein, alternating things
like boiled eggs and cowage
cheese. They didn't get Lhc
same things all the time, I start
feeding my puppies very early,
I take a chunk of Alpo or some
réal meat, and I would mince it
until it was almest a paste. 1
would make a pea-sized ball of it
and give it to my puppics as
yvoung as two and one-half o
three weeks. [t reallv starts
them off well. They start grow-
ing and they get guud muscle
tone from that. It makes a dif
ference. 1 especially supplement
the mama, beciuse mama had a
lot of work o da.

Dl youe: wean the pruppres then,
or fef the Btk do 1#?

The mama would wean
then, Mothers have so much o
teach their puppies. I you ke
them away oo young; they are
not going to get to teach them
everything they need o teach. 1
have a figurine of an overstuffed
chair, where the bitch 18 on top
of the chair and the puppy is at
the foot of the chair rying to get
to her, She 1 looking down on
them as if w say, “Uhuh. You
are not getting (o me right now;
I am up here, you are down
there, and that 15 the way things
are going to stay!™ Mama
knows best.

—

| have always been blessed
with good mothers. Even
Misty, Sugarbear’s mom, loved
playing with her puppies. She
loved playing with anvone's
puppies. She would romp with
them and play with them even
when she was ten or twelve
vears old. All my girls have
been the same way; they love
puppies and they love o play
with them,

Ar st e i you erviltale the
pufspies for pet or show quality, and
et ul'u_'ru.lf Frjrr.-'-.'lﬁu'?

I evaluate them between
eight and ten weeks, and I don't
look at them again for a year. 1
fargive them for a year, and
then look at them again to sée
how theéy are progressing, In
the meantime, I don’t worry
about anything, Legs grow-at
different rates, they are clumsy,
nothing works in tandem with
anwhmg else, they fall UP
stairs, and they lock at you with
that miserable little look like,
“Why don't these things work
at the same tme?”" It is like,
“Wait a minute, | know 1 left
that foor there yesterday, wh}'
st it still there today?” It is a
precious time. They need time
to be what they are, and that is
growing kids, I don't judge
them untl later, I will assess
them st a vear of age; but |
don’t really expect them to be
much until they are probably
about two, My puppies can
generally be judged around
cight to ten weeks, and after
that, let them alone. Don't pres-
sure them to be anything but
grm‘ihg k!'d_l'..

What I look [ar is move-
ment. | look at where they are
putting those feet. Even if they
can't get a single-track, 1 look
for convergence. [ don’t want
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10 sce any funny motion. At
that point in time, their propor-
tions are pretty good, After
that, they kind of fall apart, anc
they don't really get 1t back
together until they are nine
months to a vyear of age.
Although I have o say, with my
pnppir}. you will see they are
carly miaturing, b:uLJ':i:lJuu was
oul winning, and she never did
go in the Poppy class. She was
always in Opéen, and was win-
ning from Open from six
months of age. I thought she
was mature, but 1 didn’t know
what maturity meant unul she
was three or four years of age.
Then I could appreciate maturi-
ty. I let them be what they are
going to be.

Do you sell pet pups woith
.t.lp':.-.g'.f'a;':'u.'ﬂ' r.';?'r'r'!m'?rf.'-'?

[ do not reguire it. T haven't
had a liwer for sixteen years, but
back then, I told them they
could nat breed them. I do no
necessarily require spay/neuter
agreements.  Most of the pets |
have sold I sold to family
{riends, or they are placed very
close to me. They weren't
breeding pa.,nplt, Li]L\- didn’t
want pupples or .m}:hing l
haven't really had that many
puppies where 1 had to worry
about it. The people from New
Orleans who owned Blizzard
wanted to show him, so they
couldn’t newter him. If my buy-
¢is found out a dog wasn't show

uality, then by all means, go
for it. I placed Beau in a pet
home but 1 would ger him back
and show him, Once he was
finished, thev asked if they
v;'m]lc] neuter him, and 1 Mid

*Absolutely! Go for the 1-],!.ISEU.
I didn't intend o special ham

I don’t require them to, but I
am so careful with my puppies



that 1 feel very comforiable
about where they are placed. 1
had an agreement thae said they
would not breed them, so it was
never a4 problem. 1 feel it is a
good idea these days. The
AKC’s ssuance of registrations
that are designated, whether the
puppies can be registered or not,
15:a good thing, That way it
mves the breeder some control.
Fortunately, 1 dealt with good
people, T had some control, but
I had control because it was the
right thing to do. The limited
registration is a wonderful thing
because it does give you control,
It is revogable, so vou can
change it later on if you need w
doso.

How important is diel i raiang
this breved, and wihal do you_feed your
n'.ll:!.lg'.\.}

[ feed my dogs a Nature's
Recipe product that is potato
and duck meat. It is:a veteni-
nary diet, and it is one that my
fricnd and vet, Dr. Jane Bigger-
staff recommended. The dogs
love i, It doesn’t have a lot of
preservatives and stuff init, and
it 15 a prescrption diet. You
have to get it from the vet, but i
is a good food, Diet is very
impaortant; they have to have
adequate protein. Dog food has
such disgusting stuff in it any-
way, the three D's, they call 1.
Dead: discased and dying are
the three Ds. Would we eat
this? No!

I am told chis is a really
good food. I was feeding Sci-
ence Diet, the prescription diet.
A friend of mine a the nme was
warking for Riviana Foods, and
she has actually toured their
plant. She knows how they for-
mulate their food, and she high-
by suggested it. S0 1 was feeding
that for vears, but I am now on
the IBD, which is a veterinary
diet by Nature's Recipe,

Alse, when we were talking
about economy of motion, it ties
mto the food thing. In their
natve clement, these dogs had
1 operate on so much less food.
They had 1o be able w deliver
more rewrn per ounce of ener-
gy expended in order to sur-
vive, it was simple survival,
They had to be very efficient in
their digestive processes. As
such, our dogs have a much
lower merabolism than most
other breeds. So they gain
weight if vou even look at them!
Cream cheese is my secret
weapon in giving medicine,
because they don't try to chew
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it. If you give them regular
cheese, they try to chew it and
they get the pill out. With
cream cheese, they just swallow
it and they don't question what
s it. They don't care what is
in it! You could give them
arsemic in it, and they wouldn't
care as lang as they got their
cream cheese,

They get heavy at the drop
of a hat. They don't eat as
much as other breeds eat, and if
we try to [eed them according w
the package directions, we are
going o have fat dogs: And fat
dogs are a nono, of course. Itis
hard on their joints and every-
thing else, and you are going to
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Ch: Timberline s Sugarbear.

end up damaging your dog. It
is really important how you feed
them, and the qualicy of what
vou feed. There are a lot of
good products out now; you
have to avoid some of the really
high protein foods, because they
are really hard on the kidneys.
They can also encourage too
rapid a growth and cause joint
problems, Great Danes for
example, feed them much hagh-
er carbohvdrates. and lower
protein, because they don’t want
them to grow at too rapid a rate
because 1t hurts them orthopedi-
cally.

Do you feed any sufblements?

[ do feed Consequin, It is a
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glucosamine-chondroitin prod-
uct for dogs and horses, [ do
give glucosamine for lup jomi
health.

D you hape gy faortte groow
ing producls?

No, 1 den't have any specific
products that evervbody else
doesn't already know about, 1
do have one little grooming
trick that T share with novices, a
couple of them, actually, It can
help them along somewhat,
When you try to wet a Sammy
down, it is hard to ger them wet
to the skin. There is a really
easy trick to get them wet to the
skin; that 15 to take your sham-
poo or whatever type of soap



F o

¥OU dre using, pour it in your
hand and rub vour hands
together, and then wipe it all
over the dry-dog. Then wet
them, and it inseantly goes to the
skin. It breaks the surface ten-
sion in the coat,

The other thing 15 abiout
cars. When you are trying to
make the ears fuffy, some peo-
ple will pack them with corn-
starch or chalk and everything
clse, which is not a good thing.
You don't wane that swiff down
in the-ear. In Fact. [ stll have a
piece of chalk that has a depres-
siin in it from the hundreds of
times T Have used it wo clean the
oil out of the ears. The tmck s
1o take the chalk cloth up w the
ear and pull the hair over the
chalk cloth, and rubit, Those
are my little novice grooming
tips.

Wit advice would you _gilw o
Breeders who are pusl stavhag onl?

I have known breeders who
were s hard-headed about tak-
ing Pooky and breeding and
improvin Pooky through gen-
eration after generation, hope-
fully breeding to better dags, or
brc:ding to their own line only
and trying to refine it to a point
where they have a good line, [
say, turnarcund and look at all
of the puppies you will putout
into the world who will end up
homeless, in shelters, m resedarch
laboratories, and you will not
have control over them any-
more. Look around at other
people who have already done
the work that vou are looking st
doing, and play leap-frog. Play

“genetic leap-frog! Buy the very

best thar you can get, and buy
from people who are reputable.
Buy J:'nm people who will be
there when yvou start having
problems, because you WILL
have problems. At some point
in vour breeding career, you
will have problems. Buy from
someane who will be there after
the fact, and who is interésted in

what happens to their puppies

after the puppy is sold. Other
than that, 1 don’t know.

Also, buying a dog to breed
especially right out of the chute
as 2 new breeder is a bad idea. 1
believe you ought to go through
a pet or two and really get to
know the breed first. Not neces-
sarily a pet quality, but bu}' a
dog to show and just to live
with, and don't plan on breed-
ing it immediately the minute
they turn two years old. Take
vour time and get 1o really
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know and understand the breed.
When you start in this, you are
responsible for that puppy from
the day you whelp that puppy
until the dav it dies. 1 the home
doesn’t work out, understand
that you are honor-bound to
take that puppy back if neces
sary. Make sure it has a reason:
able home where they can live
their hves, If you.can't do that,
if you can't take back every
puppy vou have out walking the
streets with their owners or
whatever, if all those homes
went bad and vou couldn’t take
all those puppics back, then you
have bred 100 many puppies.
That is my philosophy on it
other people may feel different:
Iy, and I respect that,

[ have to say this about my
friend Lynete Blue, as many
puppies as she has had over the
years, | have never known
Lynette not to take a puppy
back that was in a bad situation
and find it another home, or
even keep it 1 have o hand it
to her. She has been so rep:
utable in all the dealings thac [
have been assocated with and 1
really respect her for that, It is
important, and it 5 pot some-
thing you undertake lightly, It
15 okay to buy a dog just to
show it and have fun with, but it
is okay not to breed a dog.
Every home in America was not
mtended to have white hair all
over, as [ said.

I it agood tdea to jon o local
breed club, national club, or alf hred
fu?

Yes, absoluwely. The years
of experience and knowledge
that are there for vou 1o take
advantage of, it is unbelicvable.
The people vou come o know

eoed, “Amign, " a Daisy 1o,

will have a tremendous impact
on vour formative years in the
breed. | got to know the Mid-
dletons, the Peils, Judyrae
Clark, Donna Laufman, and
many others through the local
breed club, My prospective was
greatly l:nl:lrgcd when IJm.ncd
ancall breed club. It's amazing
how much you learn about your
own breed when you study
another.

I got to know s0 many peo-
ple ing'tuh:: breed who |n:]ptz:|l:t’;ir:_
Wancla Erauss was the one who
finally ¢onvinced me that |
could show a dog. T am a big
woman; [ have always been a
big woman, so | am not exactly
fleet of foot and all that good
stuff. 1 was never really con-
vinced that I could show a dog
unl I saw Wanda show a dog.
Well, she was a big woman, too,
and she went out there and
won, She had a good dog and
she won. 1 was visiting with her
abour that one evening and she
handed me her dog.  She wold
me o take her dog down and
back, and [ did.  She said,
“Now, stop looking down at the
dog and look up at where you
are going.” 1 did that, and it
was great! She convinced me [
could show a dog, and from
then on, I could. It was-a men-
tal thing that I had in my head
that T couldn’t show a dog. 1
have linished many dogs since,

The wealth of experience
and knowledge — if I had to be
restricted 1o just the people 1 gon
puppies from the first couple of
times, I would be in bad shape
I treasure some of the friend-
ships I have made in the
Samoyed Club of America.
They are the finest people.
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Eveén when vou are not bese
friends with someone, vou can
learn amazing amounts of
knowledge from them: Itisa
good thing; I wouldn't trade
that for anything. I wouldn't
trade Danny Middleton for any-
thing, either.

o long have you been fn this
locatiom ?

We have been in this house
about sixteen years. Before that
we built a house out in Katy.
We built kennel runs and had
all kinds of seaff, but T discoy-
ered that I didn't want a kennel.
Everybody dreams of having a
kennel, but I found out that
when I had a kennel, my dogs
didn’t get me and 1 didn’t get
them near enough, They were
i and out but I like my dogs in
the house with me. I like my
dogs where [ can see them and
touch them and:so on. From
that s;mldpuim, il was an unsat:
isfactory experience. Besides
building your own house will
kill you; we really did build our
own house, We didn't have the
carpenter come in, [Dean and

Judy buile it. plumbed it wired

it and did all those things. We
were nuts! We had to move
here for a job chan%:{. in doing
s0, we improved. e figured
ot that the tme we spent build-
ing that house; weekends, vaca-
tions - we could have been
spending that time with our
dogs. We were spending it
building a house!

Cur dogs are here now, and
although we can't keep as many,
they have a backyvard w play in.
We don't have any kennel runs,
We only keep one crate in the
house, and they fight ever who
gers it. That is all we have
room for here. Other than thar,
we are happy living in just a

lain old tract suburbia house,

‘e loved it out in the country,
but we don't muss not having
our dogs with us,

Heow long have you been mar-
ried?

Dean and 1 have been mar-
ried for 37 years, Dean didn't
have a dog before we got mar-
riec. They had dogs who
would come up to get their
heads scratched and fed scraps,
that sort of thingg. When we
marricd. | had a little mixed
breed named Tinker. She was
part Sheltie, I believe. Then we
found Nook, and Nook was
Dean’s dog from the get-go.
Back then, Tinker was given w
me, and she bad heartworms, 1



had her treated for heartworms,
We didn't have the preventative
back then, so I had 1o take her
back ¢very four months for a
check o make sure she didn't
get them again, When we
bought Nook. we immediately
wok the dogs o the ver, It was
time for Timker to go back in for
her check. Tt was then that |
learned that Tinker had hearn-
worms again. Here was this
puppy demanding all this aten-
ton, forret Tinker. It was like,
“I wam to be petted more than
youl” 1 felt guilty then for deny
ing Dinker :hr: attention when
we got this puppy. Dean made
no bones about it; he liked
Nook berter, and he wanted
Nook in his lap. She really
becamie his,

A few years later; he had
tiamed her n obedicnee and fin-
ished her CD. One year we
were talking about what he was
going to et me [or Christmas,
]Ic said. “You didn't get me
anything for my birthday. You
have to get me something for
my birthday belore T will get
you something for Chrisunas.”
I'sad; *You see that stupid dog
laying in the corner? "ihr: 15
yours; happy hirthday.” 1
tlmll"]ﬂ he *-wuld LlLl"ll it off,
but he stopped and said, “Do
vou mean it? That's the best
present you've ever given me!”
But, she was really already his,
For someone who never had a
dog of his own growing up, it
was big, |

Dean is the best dog
lover, he 15 really good with
them. We are very security
minded about them getong out
and stuff I is just second
nature o him; he 15 re: |l]\ great
with the dogs. They love illsn
so 1t isgreat, He never says
much, though. Dean is a cross
between Bob Newhart and
George Gobel, He kind of grins
a lot but doesn’t say much.

Hrw drave the :f':l;;u c.r‘-:.r-e'n'ft'rél VY
lifestyle?

Vacations are tougher,
bedause we have o have some
one we can trust take care of
our dogs or we have to take
them with us.

Dogs are not nose-tissue,
they are not something you use
once and throw d'n\-'<!.‘~ They
are forever. It drives me nuts 1o
see peaple move from one home
or apariment or whatever to
another, and they have to get
rid of their dogs, Well, do they
get rid of their kl(i\ because thev
are moving?  Why would [hq
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It does

ger rid of their dogs:
affect vour lifestyle. 1t 15 a long
commitment. The sad thing is
that dogs do not outlive you
eenerallv, Unlike children, l:!n._\
don't grow up and move away.
They are perpetual children, but
vou are lucky if vou get to keep
them fifteen years, l'ht‘. are a
commitment, dnd you don’t
give them away when you
move.

I have rules about selling 1o
certain people: T will not sell w
people living in apartments, or
1o military lamilies. As much as
I appreciate our men and
women in uniform, they have
no control over their living
arrangements, [ have to know

that my pup is going to be in a
lifelong home, o the degree that
anyone can know that So |
don't sell 1o anyone in the mili
tary. I don’vsell o anyone who
has-ever had a dog run over,
And [ will find out, oo, Idon't
sell to anvone who doesn’t have
a fenced vard. They do impact
vour lifestyle. and il you can't
handle having a litle dog hair -
I tell people who come over not
to wear black. When vou leave,
you will be white, 50 do not
wear black, and do not dress up.
It 15 thew home. Our home 1s
built both for us and our dogs.
Yes. the carpet is not as clean as
it would be. but oh, well. The
dags live here too,

Dlatsy.
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Iy theve anylliing we haven't cov-
ered that you wanld fke to talk
abond .

Just that there are a lot of
new pr.npta_ in the breed, and
t\c]‘ nme i Il'.[{l‘L‘{" or g(} | S |
show, my tme is 50 dear these
days that T don’t hang around
vingside much, 1 even misséd
Astro Hall this vear. But I have
to say that we have a lot of new
people in the breed. and that is
really good for the breed. 1love
sceing new faces. Tt 'is always
nice  get a postcard or note,
and 1 treasure them, by the way,
from someone who vou met
maybe five or ten years ago,
who you were standing next to
at ringside. Mavbe they asked a
guestion and you answered it
maybe it was how the classes
are structured. or why the judge
chooses one dog over another.
or something. Al kinds: of liule
things like that, vou take the
ume-and patience Lo answer
them, and they don’t forget.
You will get a hude card saying,
“You don’t remember me, but

" You do remember them.
because they were interested
enough o ask a qucr\:iun. The
new people coming in the breed
today are =0 u:m{l for . and
they are doing a wonderful job,

"We all have to remember
one thing, and that 13 someene
taught us what we know. We
didn't learn everything we know
by absorption. It wasn't osmo-
sis! Someone taught us how to
groom. how to |mul]c. and so
on. Someone taught us those
things, and it is incumbent upon
all of us o pass those things on
o the next generation so that
they too have the means of
being good exhibitors. Right
now, we are creating our com-
petition, do we want good com:
petition, or do we want cut-
throat competition? Do we
want to-go to shows and enjoy
ourselves; or do we want to go
to shows and watch a cat fight?

against congratulated each
other, and they were happy lor
one another when they won.
They had good hearts. They
shared those good hearts with
me, | hope that people conunue
to share what they know, their
know ch;c in the qlnrr& and their
expenence; with the new people
who are coming in, 1t will make
our breed just thar much
stronger.

Tihant youso wineh, Judy.

You're welcome. =



