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How long have you been in Hhe
Breeed, aned rohat drewe you fo-Sammies
1t J'}'.'{'_ Jfr.' W pfmri-’ ’

I started . 1968, The way
that | got into the breed was my
husband at the time, Edward,
was at Cal Tech, and 1 joined
the Cal Tech wives' needlework
club. T went to the first meeting,
which was held act Sally
Cokelet's house. T walked up
her driveway, and herve was this
perfectly gorgesus white dog
standing in the doorway. 1 had
never seen a Samoyed. It was
an instant love affair with the
breed. 1 absolutely {ell in lave
with them! Sally was Just start-
fig to show her dog and she and
I became friends. I went to all
the shows with her, learning as
much as [ could while following
Zeke's caréer. Sally showed him
in obedience and had a handler
for Breed. He linished by going
Winners: Dog at the Samoyed
Club of Los Angeles Specialuy,
His name was Ch. Zeke Cirar of
Entrapy CD and his father was

Absve left: Pergy Gaffney unth Brigid and Harry Potter; right, with « pughy.

Ch. Sho-off's Czar of WhitechiT.
Now the thinking at the time
was that if vou liked the son, go
to the father. So while he
showed, we wrote to,/Wilna
Coulter of Whitecliff kenncls
and told her, “We want a dog
Just like Zeke!™ (laughter) The
day of 3GLA, she showed up
with a {six-week-old male puppy
wha turned-out to be Ron, our
Elrond, Cear of Rivendell, my
[irst Samoyed, He wis so
named because 1 was a Tolkien
fan. 1 didn't suspect at the dme

that he would later go on to win
the National Specialty and win
Best irt Show at the International
with four Group I's and a Best
in Show.

As 1 said, 1 got Ron at six
weeks of age and immediately
found out that you don't give
milk to puppies. even if they
seem hungry, because he had
diarrhea, all over the car. We
took him home and started
training him to be a show dog.
We went to classes when he was
six moenths old, I was going 1o

Peey and Elvimd, September 28, 1968, When woe got fum at the dog show.
Eddward took this prcture, He has a cross-eved look in this picture r.wf;-
Becarse fe s LONG wihite eyelashes,

Sp[iug s v 23

show him in Breed and my hus-
band Ed was going to show him
in obedience, which he did.
First Ren got his CD, and then
he started training for his CDX,
but he also started becoming
ring-wite. He got two legs on
his CDX but began playving to
the crowds. He '.\uuld do per-
fectly in all excepr for enc exer
cise cach show, and he would
pick a different exercise each
time where he would blow it
and get zero. We really knew
we were in trouble: when Ak one
shopste went over the jump,
got the dumbbell, came back
aver the jump, did a perfect
Breed rm}.| triangle ':m{}\tu::d
posed in [ront ch the judge.
That 13 when we knew he was
doing too much ring work n
both Breed and obedience,
{laughter) 7

~ But 1 was showing him in
Breed, 1 had taken handling
classes, bur [ really didn't know
anything. I showed him a few
times, but he didn't win any
points because I'd get nervous,
We would start with the judge
pulling us oot o first place,
but then [ would start to.get ner-
vous and the nervousness would
go down the lead to Ron and he
would start horsing around,
we'd be moved to bLLEJI’lLi. thire,
fourth, and in the end blow the
Win,
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Ch, Edrond Czar of Rivendell g the 1971 Nattonal Specalty in New Fersey with hanelfer James Maniey,

One day the handler who
had beaten us came up to me.
His name was Jim Manley. He
said, 1 can't stand it anymore!
This dog is too good for you to
handle. T want to take that dog
away from you.” So we chatted,
and decided that it would bhe a
good idea for him to handle
Ron. However, | made a deal
with him, I'said that I had to
come along to all the shows and
learn how o do this right. 5o
he let me yun and get his Cokes
and wait on him hand and foot
at the shows, but at the same
time, taught me an awful lot

about handling dogs.

Jim ook Ron ouwt and
showed him beautifully. there
was an instant bond - a canine
love affarr. When Ron went
with Jim, he won, San Gabriel
Kennel Club was the third or
fourth show that they'd been
together. Jim showed Ron at
Sam in Open and he not only
won his-class, he went on to
take Winners Dog for two
points and then Best of Winners
and Best of Breed, At thar time
there were a lot of Samoyeds in
California and it took over
twenty Samoyeds for a three-

point major, We were thrilled
with winning Breed, but that
meant that we would have to
stay around until about 5pm for
the Group. I had originally
groomed Ron that day, Tml.llim
then regroomed him for the
Group ring and when he was
done, Ron looked perfect. They
then went into the Working
Group ring, which at that time
contained 31 breeds, and show-
ing like dynamite. They wemt
Group 1 for a five-point major.
Now that’s.a hard way to get a
major, but since there were so
few majors that spring we were
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lucky. The competition in the
ring was outstanding and made
the win that much sweeter. The
other placements went to Ch.
Abner Lowell Davis, the Great
Dane, Ch. Bobby Sex, the
Corgl, and Ch, Weinchart’s
A-Go-Go, the Doberman, all of
whom were BIS winners and
among the top dogs in the coun-
try.

Now Ron was not a big dog.
He was night in the muddle of
the male standard, so that put
him about 22 1/2 or 22°3/4 inch-
es, however he carrfed an 8 1/2-
inch ¢oat. So when he was
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¥ : : there, he was THERE in a
big-time presence. He would
just walk in the ring with the
attitude of “Okav, I'm here, 1
hope all of you are watching
beeause that's all vou're going 1o
do.” Heand Jim had a wonder-
ful time. Several shows later, he
finished at the Pasadena Kennel
Club, just in_time for him to
enterthe SCA National as'a spe-

al. So in the Natonal catalog
for that vear, even though he
was entered in Best of Breed, he

.,.wasn‘l listed as a cham}_jiun
‘because we hadn'y yet gotten the
certilfcate— i

We sent him off to the
National in New Jersey with Jim,
and we had to stay behind in
California and work because 1
couldn’t get vacaton time. [
hadn't thoughr to plan ahead for
the National. Who knew we'd
have a champion? This came
up so guickly - oh, my good.
ness! S0 off they went to the
National. That was in 1971,

So you were af home watting for
the phane eall,

Actually we were over at
Jim’s house. His wife, Dorothy,
had asked us over for dinner.
When the call came through,
Jim asked her to put me on,
When 1 got on the phone he
- = 3 said, “Well, I'm sorry,” and he

- SF" paused, “1 know you worked
ﬁﬂ ' reallvi-really hard; but well,”

§ or T y pause, “the best we could do
i r Ing Pl was Best of Breed” ({laughtcr)
\ 3 i At which point T sat in-shiock

and !uukuc*ll at the phone for a
second and then went nuts! |
couldn’t believe it. Here is our
little puppy, our first Samoyed
and we knew nothing, but we
were so lucky at the time.

It was funny because Jim
said that he had to wke two
seats on the plane home with
one to hold the vophies. Bur
the win hadn’t come easy. It
had rained so hard at the show
that it came down in sheets.
Since the show was purside,
everyone had to gait in the pour-
ing rain to show. Now out west
we used ropes on poles between
the rings, but in the easi we use
little fences held down with
stakes. When the dogs were
jostling into the ring for Best of
Breed judging. trying o siay
somewhat dry. Ron jumped
back toger ourof semeone’s
_ gl way and sliced his paw openion

; " s the-spike that was holding the

#f" L ~ | fence. “They werton the way

v ' 0 into judging and Jim looked

down and blood was all over the

Arnven with her litter.

Brigid and At aslesp — smov dreams,
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paw: He later said he thousght,
“1 came all this way and the
darn dog has cut himself going
into the ring!” . {laughterj Being
Jim, however, he kicked mud all
over the paw so theé blood
wouldn't show and then he pro-
ceeded to say, “Okav Ron,

TFhhe Sarwayed Quarterl)

we're going to show '.uvf.,'v.'u}'_"'
Ron would have done anything
for Jim - he would have walked
on water for [im, or at least try,
And they won! Jim then pulled
him from the ather shows:
There had been a show on Fri-
day, which Ron won, and theé

L o fovndation bifch.

Saturday show was the Special-
ty. But Jim pulled him from the
Sunday show and flew back.
We ook him off the plane and
straight te the vet, but in a cou-
ple of days Ron was fine. Wha
an adventure! Never a dull
mament
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Following the win at the
National, Jim took Ron off to
Mexico Cuy 1o compete in the
Imernational. This was the only
place where at the time you
could earn a Furopean champi
onship in North Amernica. The
Ineernational spanned two week



ends with four shows i all.
Dogs competing could also earn
points toward their Mexican
championships; So Ron and Jim
went down ta do their thing and
they did it bigume. In the four
shows, Ron earned four Group
I's.and one Best in Show: In
dning 50, he became the firse
Samn}cd ever to go Best in
Show in Mexico and was pic-
tured on the poster for the show
the following year.

This was a wonderful time
to begin showing dogs. We
became members of SCLA. It's
not a5 big a elub now, buat at the
time, SCLA was a very big, very
nurturing club. It was filled
with wonderful people whe had
been in the breed forever and
who liked to share that knowl-
cdge. When you would po wa
show, you'd applaud whoever
won - it didn't matter which
dog had taken the Breed thar
day, everybody would stay, and
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when the Simeoyved went into the
ring for Group, we would all
cheer. Getting a S5am to go
Group I was very rave. It was
next to impossible, Judges
wouldn't often put up Sams
because they were “[ully white
puftballs” that didn’t Jook as
though they belonged in the
Waorking Group, We know the
Samowved is probably the most
versatile 'l.".-"m'king dog there is,
but they just don’t look hke 1t
In SCLA at the time [ got to
know the Wards, Bob and
Dolly, and Billy (Margaret)
Tucker wht bad béen in the
breed since the ‘40s, and
Gertrude Adams and her hus-
band who had been in it since
the early ‘50s, and all sorts of
knowledgeable people who were
generous when it came to help-
ing new people along. We
would have picnics and parties
where we would alk all about
dogs, and about showing, We

Ron, the first Samayed o ever go BIS in Mexico,

Westernease Brigid B. Karu at cleven moths,

learned how to get a dog to
move correctly, We talked
about genetics, pedigrees and
breeding carchally. It was avery
good way to start in the world

of d(}gw Aot {]{ cluhs Lh‘tL I've
seen smce are | and
the mer about

who is L._JWS for

the next show. [ alse don't see
the warmth and nurturing and
the cheering for one another that
there was back then. I wish that
attitude would come’ back
because it made showing,
whether you won or lost. a lot of
fun.

This was also a ume when [
worked part-time as a dog pho-
tographer doing portraits.. [
have thousands of dog pictures|
have collected m'cr':ﬁc Vears
because of doing that, and a lot
of photos of the great old dogs.

Now when Ron was a year
old we decided we wanted 2
foundation bitch, because we
were going to build our own ling
of Samoveds. T had done a lot
of research on type and genetics
and we ended up getting a bitch
puppy that was linebred White
Way on her mother's side,
White Krystal's Risha of Orion,
and Dravalene on her [ather’s,

Ch. Nachalnik of Drayalene,
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“Chiel.” Drayalene came direct-

ly from Whitecliff, and many of

the Whitecliff dogs over the
vears had ¢ome from or come
down from the White Way ken-
nel.

Chief was a very good stud
because, as his record showed,
over the years he was noted for
producing HD-clear offspring.
At that time, hip dysplasia was
the hig thing. They were hope-
ful of wiping it out and had just
started to x-ray dogs. [ think

Chiel was number six or ten of

the Samoyeds x-rayed. Ron was
the 311th and my bitch. Kelly,
ras the 514th, Now the num-
ber of dogs x-raved are in the
thousands, but that was just the
beginning. The breeders at that
time were determined and insist-
ed that the dogs used in breed-
ing must be xraved. That was
in the late '60s and early *70s;
Because of the tvpe ol gene
mvolved m HIJ, it has proven
more difficult to wipe ou than
they originally thought, but at
that ume everyvone was deter-
mined.

Carol Chittum bred the lic
ter from which | got my founda-
tion bitch, Kelly, whaose regis-
tered name was Belaya Kabri
Celebrian, Celebrian was anoth-



er elf.character from Tolkien.
Ower the years I've used many
elf names [rom Tolkien, but
unfortunately he doesn’t have
many female characters. Our
kennel name, Westernesse,
what Tolkien called the place
where all elves would finally go,
It was their heaven.

We decided then to find out
as much as possible about the
dogs in our pedigrees; and since
we were going to take a summer
vacation, we decided o go visit
as many of the dogs as we could
finel that were sull alive. This
was back in 1970, before Ron
did all his big winning. Kelly
was just a puppy;: so we rented a
camper and drove o Colorado
to visit the McLaughlins ar Sil-
veracres kennel. They owned
Chief and mariy of his descen-
dants, - At the tme they had a
dozen dogs in their kennel, so
we got to-see many of the genet-
ic patterns he produced. Doris
MecLaughlin has proven a huge
source of information and sup-
port over the years,

At that time [ was sull show:
ing Ron, so we went up to Ren-
ton, Washington to the SCA
National. [ showed Ron in
American Bred and got thor-
oughly sunburped, but didn't
win anything, But I do remem:
ber that we had the banguet the
night before the show, so Ron
oot haited with Jobster, (laugh-
ter] He thought that was just
fine and dandy, thank you very
much. Good bait!

Then we traveled down and
visited the Darius Samoyed ken-
nel of Dan and LaVera Morgan,
Darius Samoyeds came down
from Dravalene and their Ch.
Darius King of Snow Ridge
iRan's maternal grandfather)
was a hall brother of Chiel,
Their father was Ch. Rokandi
of Drayalene, from Helene
Spathold’s kennel,

Next we went over o visit
Wilna Coulter’'s Whiteclifl ken-
nel and got w see Ron's father,
Ch. Sho-Of's Czar of Whitechiff
and Czar’'s maother, Ch.
Bar-cea’s Dorka of Drayalene,
We also visited Burt and Mary
Jo Kimbell, who had bred Ron
out of their Ch. Snow Priicess
al Dartus.

The White Way kennel had
by that ume disbanded. Agnus
Mason had reured and the old
White Way dogs had been gone
since the late ‘60s. But the
genetics for this line were in
Whitechiff, Dravalene, Darius,
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Ran's BIS at the International fn Mexico City — he won four Graup I's and a BIS in two weekends,

and a few other lines. | was
learning from this trip. My
pedigrees now, il vou look back
a few generations, still have a lot
of the dogs we saw. I have tried
to stay as close to my original
line as possible. [ like what 1
have. 'ﬁmugh there are other
lines that I admire, I don’t breed
to them because they don’t
come down from the dogs on
which I based my breeding pro-
gram. For the most part ['ve
stuck pretry close to the genetics
I'started with 36 years ago.

This was a wonderful time to
start in Sams since so many of
the dogs that have influenced
the breed were sull alive:

As a side trip we went o
visit the original Whiteelilf ken-
nel. We mer with Perey and
Lena Matheron, who had fer
many years co-owned the
Whitecliff kennel with Jean
Blank. The only Samoyed that
they had left was Ch./Yurok of
Whitecliff who vr'a\sT'Cz:ir's
father and Darius, Chief, Dorka
and Ron's grandfather, For
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many vears, Yurok held the
record for being the top-winning
Samoyed ever. He was about
fifteen years old when we wvisit-
ed. When he or the other
Whitecliff dogs were shown, it
wis always by Jean Blank, who
wore a Nauve American dress
and jewelry in the ring. She
would travel around the country
showing the Whitechff show
line while the Matherons took
care of the breeding. This was
the ORIGINAL Whitechff ken-
nel. They worked very hard
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Ch. Westernesse Arwen Karu,

not only creating a line of out-
standing dogs, but dogs with a
distinctive look. When T started
showing, people would stand at
ringside and point to dogs that
were down from Whiteclifl
breeding. They didn't have to
look at their catalogs. It was
that obvious: The look was
striking with excellent coats,
compact bodies and exceptional-
lv beaunful heads: When Jean
Blank and the Matherons retired
from showing and breeding,
they-sGld the kennel name to

ilna Coulter, who is now
Whiteeliff kennel.  All her dogs
ere down from Whitecliff and

she has worked hard to keep
that distinctive laok. She has
kept the genetcs going. Wilna
was the one who picked Ron for
LS,

When we arrived for the
visit with the Matherons, Yurok
still looked good. They had got-

ten an Airedale bitch puppy that
they kept as his companion.
Where they lived was in Grass
Valley, California, way out in
the middle of nowhere, They
had problems with rutting deer
coming in and threatening to
attack the dogs. When they
noticed that Yurok had started
losing his hearing, they got the
Atredale bitch, who when she
saw the deer would bark and
vun around and put up a fuss
and wake-himup so he would
be abteto defend himsell, 1
thought that it was neat that
Ehl:}'Ei'lad goten a hearing ear
dag for another dog.

We let our dogs out of the
car and Ron ran up to the fence
where Yurok was, Yurok was
delighted to see other Samoyeds
and they [ence played, play
bﬂt\‘inﬁ and running up and
down, barking away. They had
a marvelous time and I'm sure

that Yurok was delighted to see
Samoyeds again, 1 pot to hug
the old guy and that was a thrill.
We spent most of the day there
visiting and learning about all
their old dogs,

Liena wok us'to a room that
was almost as big as my studio,
about 300 square feet, and it was
filled with Yurok's rophies. She
had already given away many of
his trophies to two specialties,
but tons were left, some really
beautiful and hand-carved.
Yurok showed a lot when cam-
paignéd. They used to have
three or four shows in a week-
end in different states and he
would show in the moining in
onc-and then fly and show the
next morning someplace else,

While campaigning, he wraveled
all over dnd he won every-
where! He held the title of
top-winning Samoyed i history
up until the early 70s,

It was a great visit and I sal
and listened to these people who
knew so much, Lena Matheron
looked ar Ron and said that he
looked EXACTLY like Yurak's
father, Ch. Omak, Ch. Omak
was a small dog who had the
same very soft expression as
Ron. Yurok was more of a
striking dog, bigger with a lot of
strong presence, Lena didn't
think that Kelly was a very pret-
ty bitch bue she felt thar she was
strocturally sound.

The dog I'm showing now
that 1 call Harry Potter looks

Harry Potter (fwo pombi).
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Russ, the dog who sterted af ning months {first point) and frished af nene years wnder Dolly Ward.

more like Yurcok, Harrv's regis-
tered name 15 Westernesse: HP
Wizard Karu. HP stands for
Harry Potter because T had
taught school and was a librani-
an and literawre teacher for
years. [ personally think that
the Harry Potter books are the
best things to have happened to
the warld of literature fora long
time. J.K. Rowling has gotten
more kids o read than any read
ing program for the last 30
vears. She did what I've been
telling people to do for years,
she gave the children something

worth reading,

[ was lucky in Sams to have
good mentors. [ would write
letters to Doris MclLaughlin,
Wilna Coulter, or Bernice
Heliniski with a question and I'd
get back a four-page leter say-
ing, "Il vou think this 1s happen:
ing " whatever was the
answer to my problem. It was
wonderful. We didn’t have
email then, we had the LS. Past
Office and a stamp, and we
wrote long letters. [t was just a
very nice time to be starting off
in dogs,

This advice came in handy
when [ bred Kelly for the fst
tme. She was bred to Madeline
Diuse’s Ch. Ruble-sid had a lit:
ter~af_four-puppies. The breed-

ing and choice of stud was part
of my contract in purchasing”

Kelly along with the pick of lx

she didn’t qualify because she
had Fallen asleep in the ring on
the long down. Never show a
pregnant: bitch!  (langhter) You
couldn't hide the fact that she

s asleep because she began o

SHOTe,
Anyway, she whelped her

ter going to Kelly's breeder. fitler normally and everything

Kelly had a mice normal preg-
nancy. And we had been to
shows right up unal the last
minute because she was going
for hier CD. 1 remember when
trying for the leg two weeks
before she whelped her hiuer,
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seemed fine for several days.
Then suddenly in the middle of
the night 1 woke up to the pup-
pies sereaming, We luckily had
a good vet in Glendale Small
Animal Hospital so we called
them up and said we didn’t
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know whatr was going on, but
we were going to rush every-
body in. Luckily they were
there 24 hours and also this was
a teaching hospital type of clinic
and they had mncubators. This
was my first experience with
breed catastrophes. What they
did was immediately diagnosc
the problem s canine herpel
::viﬂ!s. They pui-the-puppics
ifito incubators, because herpes
attacks the puppies when they
are born with subnormal tem-
peratures, [he incubators got
their temperatures up and
stopped the damage. If left unat-
terded, the virus attacks the us-
sue of the lungs, which causes
the puppies to drown in their
own blood. Because of the tim-
ing of the discase, Kelly must
have been exposed to it very late
in her pregnancy, g:)'ubably
when she was at the dog show.
I do know that one of the ¢lil-
dren who was playing with her
came down with chicken pox
immediately after the show. 1
don't know for sure that this
was the cause, but some of the
studies feel it is. [ didn't thaink
that these puppies had the genet-
s I was looking for, so all wére
‘sold.

1 did mof know it was transfer-

e

Westernesse Seamus F. Karu,

abile from humans to dogs.,

This is still being studied
and I am not a vet, but from
various articles I have read, it
seems that this is possible. Tt is
mostly transferable between
dogs. Almost all dogs have the
virus dormant in their systems
[or life and i docsn't affect them
because of their normal tempera-
tures. Howr:vc&,j.['_g-'ml.r__areg-
nant hinc?risjipnscd_;g__a__d_ng
who 15 having a [lare-up, or a
person, the puppies could be
affected, To be on the safe side,
don’t take your pregnant bitches
around little kids, ¢ upside of
this is that they develop an
immumity that is passed on to
the next generation. The only
problem for Kelly was that she
had to zo onto antibiotics and
that meant that the Ltter had to
be hottle-fed around the clock,
Good wraming for later when |
nu ﬂil.'.'(l I'I'I}-' SO0,

At this tme we added a
third dog to the kennel. Ros,
whose registered name was
Taras Elros of Westernesse; was
out of 5kip and Nancy Alexan-
der's Ch. Blizzard of Snowline
CD and Ch, Taras Patruska of
Whitecliff, who was a Cazar
daughter. 1 admired both his
parents and Patricia was a sistey

to Zeke, the dog who first
inspired me to get into the world
of Sameyeds. Blizzard's pedi-
gree went back o the Ward's
old Starchak line and through
that to White Way, Ros was a
fantastic dog. For one thing,
everyone who saw him agreed
that his moyement was flawless.
You could have balanced a glass
of water on his back and he'd
have gone around the ring and
stayed dry. The word smooth
always came up ' when describing
Fti_m, plus he looked great all his
ife,

The last Sam [ bought 1o
make up my breeding plan was

4 lovely bitch from Ganada.

Her name was Polardale’s Win-
ter Snow and she was a Chief
granddaughter. She had been
named Snowy by her breeders,
but I called her Happy, which fit
her personality so well, For me,
Snowy was Ron's mother. Her
father was Am/Can Ch. Silver-
acres Winter Chiel, “Teddy.”
She was wonderful to show and
had the best harsh coat I'd ever
seer. You could bathe her two
hours before a show and her
coat would be dry and cnisp and
ready for the ring when we
entered. These four Samoveds
were going 1o be the basis 0% my
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breeding to establish my line.
At least that was the plan. How-
ever plans do not always work
out the way they should,

My husband finished his
PhD at Cal Tech and started
working. We had moved into a
new house, changing locition
From Altadena, formia down
o Cardill by the Sea, which is
north of San Diego, to be near
my husband’s new job. T was
getting very active in the breed,
showing Kelly and Ros and
doing dog club activities. [ was
pregnant, but why not?

Ve decided o breed Kelly
o Czar, Ron's father, This time
the pregnancy went beautifully
and they had nine FuPpics. All
was going well, I had three
males and twao bitches that 1
thought would make good show
dogs. Wilna came to visit and
bought one of the pet puppies
for a friend of hers. She was
delighted with the breeding,
Then suddenly the pick male
started acting strangely. His
face ook on a contorted look to
the point where his ears crossed,
and his movement was erratic,
Warried about this [ tock him
to two local vets, but each said,
“Oh, it's only a teething prob-
lem, don’t worry about it, the
puppy is fine.” Well, I worried.
The other eight puppies weren't
behaving like this.

The evening after the sec-
ond vet visit, we had a meeting
ol the Samoyed Club of San
Diego at our house because we
were planning the speeialty.
Ruth Mary Heckeroth was on
the commiittee and she had been
breeding Samoyeds [or years,
but was also familiar with other
animals. When [ told her about
the puppy, we went to look at it
She took one logk and said,
“This puppy hat tetanus.” She
had me take him o her vet,
which was Main Street Small
Animal Hospital in San Diego.
By that time, it was too late w
save the puppy. However, all
the other dogs were given the
series: of shots o prevent it hap-
pening to them. The cause
turned out w0 be something sum-
ple but unexpected. The land
where our new-house 5 had
been part of { horse farm._Hors:
es carry tetanis-and-What the
vet figured out after examining
the puppy and the soil, was that
the tetanus spores can livie in the
soil for up to 30 years. The
puppics were chewing on every-
thing they could find, as puppies




will do,-and had been chewing
on some rocks that they had
dug up in one of their excava-
tions (o China,  Apparemtly the
puppy chipped his wooth on the
stone and the tetanus entered
the bloodstream through this
broken tooth, and that's what
led 1o his death. T was very
upsct at the two vers who told
me not to worry since the puppy
might have lived if he had been
treated earlier, but I was wld not
to blame them. The occurrence
of tetanus in dogs is extremely
rarg, many vers never see it in
their entire careers. Luckily, the
vets at Main Swreet had seen it
and so only the first puppy was
lost,

So here we were in a new
heuse with a doztn dogs, My
baby arrived a month early. In
fact, he came on the day I was
ta drive from up to the LA area
for the baby shower that my
dog friends were throwing. 1
called 1o beg off from the pary
from my hospital room but was
able to tell them that it was a
boy,

Sean was born with what m
the tme was: diagnosed as club
feet; but later found that it was
something else. So when he was
a few hours old, he got his first
of many casts on his legs. |
remember lying on the dciwcn
table and when the doctor said
that there was something wrong
with his legs, my first question
was, “Is he dysplastic?™ The
doctor told me, *No, but we're
going to put his legs in casts and

e's going to need a great deal
of work before he'll walk.”™ My
next question was to ask il
was correctable dand was told
was. 5o, [ said, “Then that's not
a problem,” The doctor
thought that I was crazy not o
be having hysterics, but T'd
brought too many puppics intw
the world to be pamcklmﬂ over
something that was eorrectable.
My hushand, not realizing how
impatient the baby was, was off
dcﬁvering a scientific paper in
Washington DC when our son
Sean Patrick arrived but he few
back in time to see him in his
first of many sets of casts. Two
diys later Sean went home to be
greeted by a dozen dogs.

Finding good show homes
for puppies 15 a lot of work,
Most peaple looking for puppies
want pets. We were able to
place the pets casily and the
show puppies eventually found
good homes, There had been
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three show males in the hitter,
but of course, the one had died,
The other two were very dosely
matched in both looks and
movement. We held on to the
four show prospeets for:a while
and started showing them at
matches. We did preliminary
HD screening on them and all
the results came out good, so we
were conficent that [hc} wionld
work well n our breeding pro-
grany,

Pegey Borcherding decided
that she had had encugh of edi-
ing the Samoyed Club of Ameri-
ca Bulletin and was going 1o
retire; so she asked me to edit it
[ thought that it was a wonder-
ful idea, When 1 began doing
the Bulletin, I immediately
found a problem. Peggy had
been in é:: Louis and had the
same printer forever who gave

her a very good price based on
when they started doing the Bul-
letin,. With me in California, the
club was suddenly faced with
printing rates that were astro-
nomical and printers who didn't
have the experience printing
photos of wﬁitc dogs. There
was no way 1 could find a print-
er who could do the kind of
quality work that Peggy had for
the same amount of money,
There were not personal com-
puters at that ume so cvery
word had to be typed and every
letter of the display type put in
by hand, It was a very labor-
intensive job, Also, it had been
a one-person job for years with
no mailing service. So all the
labeling, @nd mailing of ar ya
mately 1,200 bulletins added 1w
the work; plus, each photo had
to be mailed back to its owner.

I am so glad that the warld of
technology, plus a staff, has
made the operation easier today.

At the same ume, we were
remodehng the house, and get-
ting the dogs: trained and ready
for the Navonal which was 1o be
in the Bay Area that year. We
had decided which puppy we
would keep, and sold a beautiful
miale 1o John Studebaker, He
became Ch, Crar's Nicholas of
Westernesse. He was a very
showy dog. We also sold the
second pick bitch, Westernesse
Lorien, to a kennel back East.
She was bred just before she was
two years old and had a litter of
four-and-a-half-pound puppies.
The kennel owner had her
wrayed for her official HD eval-
uation right after the puppics
were born and the x-ray came
back dysplastic. 1 was horrified,

Ron and Jom Manley affer winning the Specialty.
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since she had such a fantastic

x-ray just six-months earlier, b

I had them return her and gave

back their money. OFf course no
ane knew at the tme what we
know now that if you xray
when a bitch is inseason or for

a period before or afier, or if

you x-ray right after the bitch
has whelped. the x-ray will

.]J“.ws read that the b1tch is dys-

plastic, even il'she isn't. Appar-

Fnth all the puppies turned out
e,

; With much of the htter sold,
and only six dogs in the kennel,
I was asked by a publisher to
write a book on the Samoyed.
They had rcad_snmc of the
mlumns T had been writing for
the ARC T E‘.‘am@@‘h—%ghl
that Lwould be.the oneta-do the

Jah. This was the first time in
my life that I wasn't working a
paving job, but this was defime-
Iy work, The only difference
was that this was all dog related
and was for the most part fun.

Things were about to
change, however, because my
husband decided at this time
thar he way k‘awngjﬁ_c MaT-

riage. Since T would be a single

parent with @ baby needing ther-
apy. I knew I had to change my
life because 1 would now have to
go back to work. The first
change was to ask Pegey
Bnrc]%erding to take ba-%gtﬁ'e
Bulletin. T then contacted Jan
Kauzlarich 1o take over writing
the book for me. She graciously
dicd and it was published under
the title Your Samoved. Six was @

large number of dogs for one

lady with a baby, so I decided to
sell Happy to John and Sharon
Waite, whom we had met at the
San Diego specialty and who
liked hera lot. They loved
showing her and finished her
champicnship.

Finding the perfect person o
co-own the last male puppy
turned out to be a surprise,
Sandy Spicgel was a teenager
when she contacted me about
winting a show male. Howev-
er. she seemed to have such an
excellent idea on how that dog
should be handled that Iagreed.
and it turned out 10 be the best
possible home. The puppy was
named Westernesse Remember
Ron (because he reminded me
so much of him), called
“Junier,” and Sandy took him
on ta win his American and
Canadian championships, plus
his CD, "She then managed his
stud carcer very wisely and
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every dog I presently have in
my kennel is dawn from Junior,

So 1 was down to four dogs,
Ron, Kelly, Ros, and my pick
bitch Westernesse Evenstar,
who was already pointed and a
beautful show gn'! Sean Patrick
and I moved back w0 New Eng
land, where I'd grown up and
where 1 still had two brothers
and a twin sisier. My brother
helped us o find a place near his
family in Holhiston, Mas-
sachusetts, which turned out to
be a house with a bultin kennel
i the basement. It worked ou

erfectly. [ had already met

oberta Baird. of Karandash
Samoyeds in Rhode Island,
because she had been to visit
when her husband was on ‘sab-
batical in California. Roberta
helped me to get to know the
other Samoyed owners in the
arca. They were just starting to
form a club which became the
Greater Worchester Samoved
Club, which later evolved into
Minuteman Samoyed Club.

I started showing the dngs
again on a limited basis, due o
fack of time and money. Ron 1
retived because he didn't really
have anything left to prove: 1
concentrated on Ros and Star,
both of whom were really good
and deserved their chance. 1
took Ros out-and got s CD. 1
was able to get to only a few
shows cach year, but not wo
many. kept my hand in on the
national level writing a column
for The Samoyed Quarterly.

I moved to Connecticut,
where 1 had grown up and
where [ still had my teaching
credentials, though there weren't
many jobs available au the tme,
I worked as a secretary at vari-
ous places until 1 finally gat a
job in my old school wiere I'd
taught before I got married, and
thank goodness - insurance.
Sean had a lot of medical bills
because it turned out that he had
been born with spina bifida. |
had stayed home with Kim until
he could walk, but then had to
find child care so I could sup-
port us. One thing about walk-
g late, he taught himself to
read very early so as not 1o get
bored. When he was in nursery
schoal, they put on a Christmas

dareant, al'ld C\’Cr}ﬂ“ﬂ was
thrilled when Sean was able o
read the whole story of Christ-
mas while the other children
acted out their parts in the
pageant. Liwle did I realize, at
the wime. that elementary school

would be @ nightmare for him
because of this very thing,

Onby his Lm.dzrgart{:n teach-
er was pleased with a gifted stu-
dent. H_s,,mtcd— c:.th:h_g:rﬂdc
sixth month in reading when he
started klndﬁ'ﬂtcm ut at the
same time he still had problems
with walking and balance. That
made him a prime victim for
other childrén, as well as some
ignorant teachers over the years,
Luckily he was born with a
good sense of humor, so he s
vived. He went through years
of phyiical therapy so now the
only neticeable effeet is that he
walks somewhat [lar-footed. 1
often had to lock horms with the
administration. I was teachin
in another town, so I coule
quote the state law in regard w
teaching the mited o them when
they gave him grief.

Sean loved going to dog
shows with me then, He liked
all the booths with books and
developed lavorite anthors. For
years be had a collection of the
writings of Maxwell Riddle,
whose humor and clever dog
stories appealed to Scan's sense
of fun, [ liked Riddle for being
one of the many judges over the
vears who put up my dogs.

Star and Ros had been bred
and whelped a livter in Mas-
sachusetts just before we moved
to Conneeticut. T kept a biteh,
Westernesse Rosie O'Grady,
from that breeding with the plan
to use her along with her mother
to continue my line, I had to
stop showing Star seon after
moving o Connecticut when
she injured her hip and back.
She was 5|ccping i the kitchen
one evening and was suddenly
startled awake jumping up.
Unforwunately while she had
slept, her leg had !i].iEFL‘d under
the dishwasher, When she
jumP:d up, she caught the leg,
tearing ligaments and muscles
the hip. pehvis and back. This
left her with a permanent lim
and though she was OFA goucr
I wasn't able to breed her again
because the vet argued that the
weight of a liner on her pelvis
and back could leave her unable
to walk: I couldn't do that to
her, s0 she just lived out her life
in retirement.

That left me Ros and Rosie
to show. [ concentrated on Ros;
but was having trouble being
able to afford the show game.
However; I got w a few shows
cach year. And there is a story
in that as well.

Spring 2005 » 32

she - said,

Now Ros gor his first poines
when he was nine months old in
Califorma. Carole (Barnum)
Cheesman and Mary Mayficld
helped show him since 1 got too
big with my pregnincy to run
around the nng.  After 1 moved
back East he'd get the points
when [ would take him out, but
that was only a couple of times
cach year. After a while, still
needing his last mujor. 1 realized
that he wasn't geuting any
younger and if I wanted this
done, I shouldn’t wait. 1 noticed
thit Dolly Ward would be judg:
ing at the Longshore-Southport
KC show not far from where 1
lived, which was always a major,
so | entered Ros. 1 was hoping
he'd win. but even miore [ was
looking forward o seeing Dolly
again.  Now in spite of his age,
Ros was in great shape, He sull
had his “water-glass” movement,
which must have impressed
Dolly because she awarded him
the major, finishing his champi-
onship.

While we were standing
around waiting for photos to be
taken, I chatted with Dolly
about all my old friends out
Woest. She told me how pleased
she was that I was sull brccding
and showing good yvoung dogs.
She asked if this was a Blizzard
grandson, since he looked so
much like him @and 1 had that
nice son of his that I'd shown
out West. I told her, “No,
Diolly, this is the dog I showed
out West,” “He couldn’t be,”
“that was at least eight
years ago.” “Yes," I told her,
“He's nine vears old.” She was
amazed, thinking that she was
putting up a three- or four-year-
old Samoyved. Ros looked
young until the day he died. 1
only wish that I'd had the
money to use him more in my
breeding program because he
was 50 sound,

Ros also had one of the best
personalities I've ever known in
a Sam. Sean used him and Kelly
1o learn to walk, He'd pull ham-
self up on them and they'd
move sfowly with Sean holding
on. Ros never got impatient
with all the pulled hair from
Sean's struggles 10 keep himself
upright and never tried to rush
him, I remember being at a
show when Sean was a baby
and | was by mysell. After
showing Ros, T had to go into
the ring with Star. 1 put Ros on
a down (he was obedience
trained) and ser a sleeping Sean




berween his s with his head
on Ros's chest. [ wold him to
guard the baby and went into
the ring. | could se¢ them so 1

BEST OF
WINNERS

-
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didn’t worry, However. appar-
ently a reporter- thought that a
dog i s unusual,

riel Ko (foinded).

r. he asked permission to use
a picture he'd taken, which
ended up on the fromt page of
the newspaper the next day.
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while. 1

wkdn't all A to
raise and put through college




and this was the time when
there was an abundance of
teachers and we would be laid
off each vear only to be hired
back when various grants or
monies came through. T was
also caring for my mother, an
aunt-and two uncles all of whom
were i their 80s and who died
one after anather over a period
of six years.

My dogs were also growing
old. After Ron retired from
showing, he would get bored
just siting around the house, so
[ used o ke him w school with
me occasionally. He loved all
the noise and the children. The
last year of his life., he was
adopted as a mascot by a prima-
ry special educanon class at the
school. 1 would leave him with
them during the day and they
would take him for walks, or
brush him, or in the case of
some children who had trouble
-:ummunic::{ing with people, just
talk to him. This became a hard
time for him, since the arthrius
that he'dd de u'rlup-u.[ frem all the
jumping he'd done training for
his DP\ {the jumps were much
higher then) [!md damaged his
Joints. The day he died, there
was a special education picnic at
a nearby park, The teaches
asked me to bring Ron since
they hadn’t seen him in a2 while,
He was having trouble standing
for any length of tme; but for
the sake of the children, 1
brought him. We arrived before
they did and T seuled him next
to-a pienic table, All the chil-
dren rushed up and hugged him
and he got many kisses on the
nose, all of which he greatly
enjoyed. Then [ ‘nkcd the
teacher to take them for a walk
and while they were ot of sight,
I carried Ron to the car, tnu!s.
him to the vet and had him put
down. [t was one of the hardest
things I've ever had to do and 1
cried all the way home, He was
my first Sam and will always
hold a big space in my hicart.
The only thing that hc]pcd was
having all the other dogs whao
needed me.

Slowly over the following
years, age caught up with my
dogs and I lost Kelly, Ros, Star
and Rosie, and it came 1o the
point where [ didn’t have a bitch
to continue my line. Now
Frances Powers, in Vermont of
Whitecliff-Karu kennels, had a
breeding program that included
my Junior prominently, She
had also bred one of her bitches
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tor John Studebaker’s Ch. Cear's
Nicholas of Westernesse. [ gota
bitch puppy to co-own from this
breeding, Whiteclifls Wester-
nesse Lily,  She ended up look-
ing more like Ron than any
bitch I'd ever owned. She too
had an eight-inch coat and a
beautiful head. Though ]
showed her, she didn't finish.
However, I bred her and kept
her puppy. who Sean named
Westernesse Charisma after a
horse that was showing in the
Olympics, because he really had
joy and style. However, Chris
was not structurally a good
show dog. What he became,

Club. This group, whose main
purpose 15 (o provide inexpen-
sive obedience training classes
for the pu.hh-: also was heavily
invalved in therapy work and in
demonstrating obedience o the
public through a parade drill
team. Chris and | joined the
group and loved it

Hihat & Hhe g:'a:l.'.-j‘) called?

We just call it the drill team,
What we do is march in a series
of intricate formations with the
dogs, working the various obedi-
ence commands into the rou-
unes. There is nothing more
m]p: essive to see than two lines
with about a dozen dogs of dif

I farade mode.

though, was my [first parade
dog,

At this dme 1 moved o my
present home m Cheshire, Con-
necticut and eventually found
kindred spirits in the members
of the Cheshire Dog Training

ferent breeds on the stand-stay
with their handlers marching in
a cwcle around the group. It's
espectally impressive considering
that bands are playing, children
are screaming, muskets are
being shot, and sirens are wail-
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ing. The dogs thrived on the
work and the attenion.  These
parades were several miles long
m all kinds of weather, but the
dogs worked beautfolly no mat-
ter what, 1 have been active
with this group ever since with
various dogs of mine down
through the years, and I'm
presently teaching a new crop of
marchers in a dlass I'm running
through the club called Obedi-
cnce o Music. 'We also use the
marching when we visit hospi-
tals, schools and nursing homes,

When Lily was about twelve
she had a very bad reaction to a
rabies shot and died. I was real-
Iy upser and called Frances ta
tell her. Luckily she had just
whelped a liter and had another
bitch for me to co-own, Sean
named her Whitechiff's Katarina
Karu and she was a really live
wire out of her Ch. Whiteclif's
Sugar Ray Karu and Ch, White-
dll] Rasin’ Kana Kame, [ start-
ed wraining her for show right
away. She had a nawral joy and
plaved by the hour with Chns.
Their favorite acuvity was dig:
ging holes all ever the yard.
Chris was now ten yvears old
and Kate sfill a puppv, Katie
was runmng and plaving with
him m the yard one day, doing
her favorite thing of jumping
over his back. I was watching
them out the window, when
suddenly I heard a sc¢ream.
Katie had landed on Chris's
back knocking them both to the
ground. She got up and barked
at Chris, but he didn't move.

I rushed out and found that
he couldn’t stand. Thinking
that she might have broken his
leg, 1 quickly put her away and
then carried Chris to the car.
Luckily the vet was close,
though when I got there Thad w
wait what scemed forever for
him to be looked at (I've
changed vets). After examining
him and doing x-rays, he was
diagnosed with two crushed
disks, one at the wp of his spine
and one at the bottom. The
doctor told me I would have w
put him down, that he would
never walk and that it would be
cruel to keep him going in this
condition.

I carried him out to their
side vard to say a final (éarful
good-bye, The doctor came out
to go over the paperwork with
me and [ left Chris under a tree
and walked over to the doorway
tosign everything, T was talking
to the vet, when I felt a bang



against my leg and looked
down. There was Chris lying at
my feet, Neither of us had seen
him cross the twenty feet from
the tree to the door, but there he
ws!

I knew that I couldn’t give
up without a fight. 50 over the
doctor’s objections, but with
some steroids to help with pamn,
I waok him home. The doctor
told me 1o call the next day and
that his partner would handle
putting Chis down.

When I carried Chris from
the car to the vard, I set him
down to open the gate, He
couldn’t balance at all and
immediarely fell over, S0 leav-
ing him down, I went into the
garage where | sometimes ken-
neled the dogs when [ was at
school and gotsome hog wire
I'cnc'mg to build a narrow pen
which | had thought up as [
drove home. 1 set up two fence
pieces about two and a hall feet
apart, and twelve feet long with
a gate at one end. Then I put
six nches of wood shavings on
the floor and this was where |
carricd Chris. When he tried to
stand, he would fall to the side.
but with the fence; he didn't fall
dovwn, instead he had a “wall” to
lean an and therefore could
relieve himsell with some digni-
ty.

I got to spend a lot of tme
in that pen. After two weeks on
the steronds, he came off all
medicine, Every day I would sit
with him, massaging his back
and working on geting him to
stand and eventually walk: |
would sing to him and he would
howl along,  Slowly he began o
show improvement, It took a
good six months w get him so
that he could walk with ease
around the yard, but he did. He
never liked shck floonng and
preferred walking than to stand-
ing becausé the balancing was
easter, and walk he did - right
back into the vet's office for his
annual shots. The vet could
barely believe that it was the
same dog.

In the meantme, Kate had
now been tanght gentle play and
she and Chris became the best
of friends. When she had a lir
ter of puppies, it was Chris who
spent the most time with the lit-
ter and he aught them how o
behave. He was the best
“puppy trainer” I ever had and
they all loved him.

[ fimally ended up having to
put Chris down when the arthn-

Jumor,

The Samayed Quarterly

tis that was brought on by the
accident got oo much for him,
but this didn’t happen until he
was fiftcen and a half vears old,
I got an extra five and a half
wonderful years with this sweet
Samoved. Though he was not a

BREED -

kitchen and put-a plate of steak
scraps on the Hoor and all vou'll
see 15 six very busy heads tryving
to be the “firstest with the
mostest.” However, no highes;
not even a curled lip. This
doesn’t mean they never have

AmdCan Ch, Westernesse Remember Ron CD,

great show dog, he was definite-
ly a great Samoved.

atie turned out to be a
good mother. [ did a linebreed-
mg to Ch, WhitechilT's Saruka
Karu, who was also down from
Against all advice, [ kept
three puppies from the litter of
s51%x. I named them all for
Tolkien cliaracters, Westernesse
Aragorn Karu, Arl, Wesiernesse
Arwen Karu, Arwen, and West-
ernésse Altariel Karu, Rin. Now
prevailing wisdom will tell vou
that it is not wise to keep litter:
mates together, but I'm here 1o
tell you that I've now done it
twice and it works beautfully if
vou remember one rule, Never
separate them. I presently have
six Samoyeds; three from one
litter now eight years old, and
three from another now two
vears old. ‘Since 1 don't separate
thém, they all get along, [ ean al
any time have all six in the
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words, I'm a firm believer in
lewing dogs set their own peck-
ing order and occasionally
reminders come in the form of
nano-scuffles. These rarely last
as |.¢,'I1'.I.g as wenty seconds, and
they usually end with every-
body kissing and licking every-
body else, I haven't had any
damage or blood drawn, and for
the maost part am Inding that as
the young dogs age, the scuffles
are very rare because pecking
order is already sewled.

I showed Ari, but he didn't
have the best rear even though
he was OFA excellent; so 1 con-
centrated on Arwen, whom 1
corowned with Frances. Arwen
is-a very good Samoyed but her
philosophy of showing was not
outgoing. She was more the
“show me your passport and
three other kinds of idemifica-
tion,” in her manner with peo-
ple. However, in the ring. once
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[ finally convinced her that edrs
and tail could be up at the same
time, she was [m'cf; and judges
really appreciated her femininity
as well as her excellent strue-
wire. She finished nicely.

Then I started showing Ria.
What a difference! Ria was all,
“Hail fellow, well met!™ She
LOVED the shows and cvery-
thing about them. She was very
fashy with a good ceat, rrnm:i
movement and biscuit ears. but
her most outstanding character-
istic was her style. Not since
Ron had I had a Sam that
walked inte the ring with an awi-
tude: that demanded evervone
loak at her. Now, there were a
lat of really nice bitches at the
ume and I only show in Bred-by
class, but shé went out and
guickly accumulated points unul
she only needed her last major.
Along the way she had goten a
Bred-by Group III and a Group
Il.

[ was having so much fun
that I was devastated when she
went out playving in the woods at
the back of my properiy and
injured her eves. [ ook her o
Dr. Donovan, north of Boston,
who is a camine eye specialist,
and: he said that she must have
gotten a blow to the head that
caused the reuna o detach, and
that I ¢ould expect secondary
g[aucnmn to-ser in #nd eventual
Iy she would loose both eves,
Well, what he said was true and
[ had to have bath eyes
removed over the next two
years, Everyone told me thac if
[ didn’t mowve any furniture,
she'd be hne.. Well, I'm here to
tell you that you can scramble
furniture every day and this
bitch will just roll with the
punches. She sill has seyle, and
since the eyes were removed,
she just looks as though she's
sleepwalking.

Now, the way. dogs in a
pack such as my six ¢swablish
pecking order is 1}} eye contact
- miving the evil eve gets the dog
who is lower in the pecking
order to back off. However, if
vou don't have eyes, that
doesn’t work, Ria IMMEDI-
ATELY moved to the top of the
pecking order and there she
stays. Ehc will walk up to any
of the others and take a chewy
out of their mouth and they
don't say boo. She's eight years
old and livi ing LARGE!

Hino long has she been that way?

She had her eves removed
last year and managed to sur-



vive a house remodel thar
moved [urniture everywhere
without so much as a blink. She
':'lf‘i-ﬂ Wants cv LT'}' 'ﬁ'll!'kl“ilﬂ L)
fuss over her. If they're afraid
of dogs - too bad.

Three years ago Frances-and
| decided w breed Arwen, She
ook her out Westfor a breed-
ing-Hin she was exposed. some

“where tEurini.. her pregnancy o
~hempes virus. and lost the lieer.

She was puT-en- —a—course of

antibiotics and recovered well
enpugh to be bred again, howey
er this time we decided o fly the
semen in rather than have her
travel,. All the arrangements
were made. and at about 8:45
on the morning of September
11, we left to go to a vet who
specialized in this procedure and
who was located near the afr-
port. As I was leaving, Sean
called from work o say a plane
had erashed mmto the World
Trade Center. By the time 1
reached the ver's office the other
three planes had crashed. We
wanted and waited for the sperm
to arrive, but it didn’t. The
FedEx ofhce was inside the air
port, and suddenly all alrports
were shut down. | ook her
home and spent the rest of the
day trying to wrack the sperm in
between the shocking news
1'{:p-u:'ts.

The next day I went back
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up to the ver's office and finally
at the end of the day, it arrived.
It had sat in the heat on a load-
ing dock for over 24 hours, The
vet check the sperm and was
surprised to find about half still
alive and moving, s she went
ahead and implamed them, Ner-
ther of us was thinking clearly a
the time, because along with the
sperm nmiplant also went some
of the culture in which the
sperm were shipped. This cul:
ture, @ perfect growing medium
for bacteria, had been sitting in
the wu in 90-degree tempera-
tures *'srw-:n developed a mas-
sive if “from this; lost the
puppies and almost died.

Now most people would
read the writing on the wall and
quit. Frances and 1 don't claim
such wisdom and when Arwen's
uterus was declared clean and
free of infection, we decided to
try one more time; only this
ume o use Frances® cleven-year-
old proven stud, Ch. White
chiff’s Blak Jocque Karu,
Sixty-three days later. Arwen
delivered four beautiful puppies,
three boys and a girl, in under
two hours, t-n:uluu., all the way,
Like her mother. she was a
super mom, Three of the pup-
pies looked really nice, so |
found a pét home for the fourth,
The three who remained were
pamed Westernesse HP Wieard

Ron dhasen oy *Dog World 5" 1972 Dog of the Year,

Karu, called Harry Potter for his
fization with the broom during
his puppyhood, Westernesse
Seamus b, Karu (none of my
friends would let me use the
“Ron” name again), and Wester-
aesse Brigid B Karu, The B
stands. for bitcly which she was
in every sense of the word-as a
puppy and can also be now,
She doesn’t have an off-button,
All the puppies had fun when I
took them to the SCA Natonal
and they zot to stay in my
sweater boath,  Lots of people w
play with.

Over the vears I've worked
in some capacity at five Naton-
als: They are all hectic, though
being I1rid|r15; secretary for thc
National in Sturbridge, Mas-
sachusetts was one of the biggest
challenges. The girl who had
agreed to do the job backed oue
with less that six months o go.
I ot drafted, which meant find-
ing a site, a judge, organizing all
the paperwork and getting AKC
and AHBA okavs. This was a
bigger challenge because [ didn't
herd. My vet, Ellen Adomelis,
though, 15 both an obedience
and herding judge, and with a
livtle begging I got her to agree
to Judge the trial, and she
walked me through all the
paperwork., That show was a
case of over-work.

I had started a business knit-
ting custom sweaters for mem-
bers of the dog fancy and this
was my first show with the
sweaters. Lo add o the fun, the
Samfans quilt group, of which
I'm a charter member, had been
formed and we had made and
were raffling off our first quilt. 1
wag showing all three voung
dogs plus running the herding.
Arwen went [ifth in Bred-by
Bitch which pleased me very
much since Ari hadn't made the
cut, Ria however, chose to
come in séason big-time the
night before showing, so 1 pulled
her. Since Swrbridge was only a
little over an hour from home, |
continued to teach all day for
the beginning of the weck and
would commuite to the show
after work for activities. [ was
able o get the final few days off
and stayed at the show. The
timing of the National is always
hard on teachers since it comes
si soon after the start of schoaol.
The herding trial was seheduled
for the last day of the show and
though it was rainy and cold, 1
think that everyvone had a good
time,
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The last show where [ over
worked was in Pennsylvania, |
had the puppies and adult bitch-
es with me, though I had the
good sense not o add showing
o the load, As I said before, the
puppies played in my booth all
day while 1 sold sweaters: How-
ever, my contribution te the
show was the pedigree book.
The theme of the show was
“Reflections” and 1 came up
with the idea (I have no one but
myself 1o blame) of doing the
souvenir booklet wtled R.-'ﬂu!wn.':

= An Hlustrated Pedigree Gutde to
the Amerioan Samoved, Since when
I had been editor of the SCA
Bufletin there was a practice of
giving any Samoved owner
whose dog finished a title any
full page with a phow of the dag
and a three-generation pedigree.
The cost to members was only
10, so it was wvery much
enjoyed. 1 talked to the printer,
who had been doing the Minude-
mersi Saoyed Clih B:.n"f'r i which 1
edited for the previous five
vears, ard he said that he could
easily match that price if the
book came cameraready. So
evervone was natified, and this
is where the *be careful what
vou wish for” part comes in. Tt
turned owt to be so popular that
it was 450 pages long plus index
when it was done. T got it done
in twelve weeks = threw out my
back = and then had w rent a
larger van than mine to get all
the books. dogs, sweaters, and
stuff to the Nanonal, At the end
of the show I was asked 1o do it
the following year by members
of their committee. [ think my
answer was, “In vour dreums!”

It is my philosophy that
when you join a club, you
should wark hard to make the
cluls’s activities o success. [ have
worked many 5CA National
Specialties. in various Jobs and
edited the SCA Irfn'rﬂ'r'.f.'}l, I was
editor of the Minutemean Samoyed
Clud Bulleten for years and [ have
taught and continue to teach
obedicnee as part of the
Cheshire Dog Training Club.
The paymént for all of the
above was zero. However, the
reward was great. [ love my
breed wery much, Making the
Samoyed world better 15 a
responsibility [ treasure.

When [ redired a lew years
agb from being a teacher/librar-
an after 25 vears in the public
schools, [ knew that the retire:
ment wouldn't support me; but [
had started a business, Kanine




Art.

Knits: Sweaters for the Dog
Fancy, that combined my love
of knitting, which [ had done
from about the age of four, with
my ability to design, and my
love of dogs. 1 started, of
course, with about four
Samoyed design swenters which
I exhibited. People would then
order a style they liked in any
color they wanted and I would
knit exactly wo their require-
ments. Well, the coneept caught
on arid now not only do 1 have
many more Samoyed designs, |
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have designed sweaters for over
a hundred different breeds. |
show the sweaters mostly in the
Northeast, but have been repeat-
edly invited to show at the
AKC/Eukanuba National
Championship, which is an
honor. [ have made friends in
many breeds, which has given
me & deeper understanding of
the warld of dogs,

I'm no longer a spring chick-
en, however, and knitting hun-
dreds of sweaters is a lot of
physical work. 5o though ['still
design and kit every day. I'am
planning ahead. This year ]
started creating a serics of
design books, one per breed,
that will have bunches of
sweaters to-knit. I also have in
the works two series using the
same premise of one book per
breed, with one series on quilt-
ing and the other on various
forms: of needlework. Le., cross
stitch, needlepoint. erc. The firse
books of the knitting series are
near publication and will be owt
this winter, so people should
watch for The Crafly Samoyed -
Kpits. D've always loved design,
so with-all those breeds, and all

those books, T should be busy
for a very long ume, Plus, this
way other people can knit my
sweater designs.

I the meantime. 've started
showing the younger generation
and Harry Potter got his hrst
two points recently, Seamus has
been training to get his CGO
and TDI and hopefully will be
my first Rally dog i the newest
class of obedience. Brigid is
growing her blown coat back
and will be out in the show ring
S001.

It sounels: like you are really mio
dogs.

Daogs are my life! O at least
they have been a large part of it

I there anything else you hoje to
actamplish i the future, or i there
anyting you coded dream i aboud,
wiiad wondd thal be?

Other than to win another
National Spectalty. 1 don't
know. It would be nice w win
something big again, but I'm not
financially in a positon o cam-
paign a dog, and that's neces-
sary for lng wins. [ always show
in Bred-by, which makes win-
mng harvder with some judges,
but to me s the only place to be,

Aragomm as a puppy,

I you goto the wouble of breed-
ing something of which you are
proud, my philosophy is to let
the world know,

I guess I'll just kKeep on
doing what [ have been doing.
Keeping my line powg, showing
the dogs, teaching, writing,
desigming, and trying new things
as they come along, The world
of Samoyeds in a wonderful
place to be.

Thank yor very mueh.

You're welcome, *

CHICAGOLAND SAMOYED CLUB, INC.
22nd Annual Specialty & Sweepstakes

DATE:
LOCATION:

JUDGES:

CLOSING DATE:

SHOW CHAIRMAN:

SHOW SECRETARY:
(& Trophy Chairperson)

Advertising/Publicity:

Saturday, June 18, 2005
Lake County Fairgrounds

Il Rt. 120 West of U.S. Rt. 45
Grrayslake, Illinois

All Regular & Non-Regular Classes

Mr. Terry Temple

Sweepstakes: Mrs. Cheryl A. Wagner

June 1, 2005

Phil Lipschultz: (847) 362-8023

Joyce Phillips: (815) 434-4030
2221 North 2829th Road

Marsgeilles, 1L 61341

Closing Date for Trophy Donations:

Closing Date of Advertising:

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT OUR 22nd SPECIALTY!

Janice Schuler: (773) 283-7808
5949 North Kilpatrick Avenue, Chicago, IL 60646

May 1, 2005

Shows Preceding and Following our Specially:
Friday, June 17, 2005: Little Fort Kennel Club
Sunday, June 19, 2005: Chain O'Lakes Kennel Club
Superintendent: Roy Jones
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