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The Sam ved Ouerrterly

Samoyed people

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with

oseph and Evelyn Kite
s Las Vegas, Nr.:{:“nda

This interviemy was condueted af
the homie of Foweph and Evelyn Kite
in Octobier, 1999 by Nangy Cocby.

Heww did you first get started i
gy ?

Evelyn: When we [irst
moved to California, my hus-
band was doing some drapery
work, and there was a beauwtiful
Samoyed dog at the house
where he was mstalling the
drapes. He came home that day
anid said, *T am going to have w
geta dogb;hfc that.” %was afraid
of dogs because 1 had been bt
ten three times as a child, so |
said, “Not in my new home.”
He didn't pay any attention to
me and went to Dr. Fineman, a
veterinarian, and asked il he
knew of a breeder in the neigh-
borhood. He mentioned Robert
Ward, who was living nearby.
Bob was in the yard. thought
my husband was a salesman,
and told him that he didn’t need
whatever my husband was sell-
ing. My husband told him that
he was there to talk about
Samoyeds, and Bob Ward mvir-
ed him in. As it happened, his
dog, Kazan of Kentwood, had
sired a litter of eight or nine pup-
pies. Dolly Ward’s sorority sis-
ter from UCLA. named Mary
Mollet, had a champion show-
dog. Her hiter was only one
and she had a lot of milk. The
bitch of Bob and Dolly's litter

did not have enough milk. so
they gave a » 1o Mrs. Mal-
Ic{.yﬁ)c, m}?ﬂﬁlsjlgand, took our
son and daughter to see that
puppy. As a git, Bob and Dolly
then gave Mrs, Mollet one of the
puppies, which she was really
too busy to care for, and she
wanted to get it mto a good
home. 1 told my husband not to
bring a dog home, but he did.
The puppy was a ball of white
fur and beautiful. He was eight
weeks old, and [ sad, “Give me
my dog.” (laughter; He was
Sayan of Woodland, but we
called him "Chuckie.”

We didn't know much
about the breed. bur Bob and
Dolly Ward rold us about a dog
show in Santa Barbara. Our
puppy turned out 1o be nice - a
good specimen of the breed -
and Lindy Ward, Bob, and
Dolly’s daughter showed him in
the 6-9 Puppy class. He came in
second out of three dogs, We
were thrilled because we knew
nothing about dog shows, As it
happéned. Chuckie became a
fourtime winner in California in
specialties. The man who beat
us in that Puppy class never fin-
ished his dog. He later said,
*My dog beat your dog once.”
So, we got hooked on dog
shows. We liked it. It was
something to do because we
were new in California, and it
helped us meet a lot of nice pec-
ple. We had o hire a handler
because Chuckie was too close
o my husband.

Joseph: 11 1 had to correct
him in any way. he would just

fade.”

Evelyn: Roberta Bickerstaff
was a breeder and handler. |
used to drive out to her han-
dling class in Ventura, Califor-
nia, so-she could work with him
and show us what w do. We
put him in the [irst dog show
and won the Los Angeles Spe-
cialty,  The next time 1t came
around to a specialty, we got
Jack Dexter o show him. He
finished Chuckie ar 22 months
of age. ‘Chuckie was a big dog,
but in beautiful propordon. In
fact, Gertrude Adams used his
measurements for the Samoved
standard for his size of dog.
Then, they asked Jack Dexter o
judge Puppy Sweepstakes at a
specialty, so he couldn’t show
him. Willilam Holbrook showed
him. and he won the next spe-
cialty, He started winning a lot.
We then went to San Diego, and
he won the specialty there, That
wis three specialty wins, which
was great, Then they held the
Samoyed Club of America
National Specialty at Conejo,
California. Joseph and I were in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, because
he was doing a move there. 1
came home early with my son
and Chuckie. We entered, but
Jack. our handler, was in the
haspital, so Jim Manley showed
him and he won that specialty
under a breeder-judge, Joyee
Kane. She never had liked
Chuckie because he was oo big
for her, but she said that when
she saw him run around the
ring, she just had to give him the
win.

Joseph:  Another judge,
George Shroth, loved his move
ment, (g,

Evelyn: When he won at
another show, Judge Shroth sat
in the middle of the ring and
asked the handler to just run
Chuckie around the ring
because he loved his movement,

Joseph: He hinished his
championship in Bakersficld,
Calfornia.

Evelyn: Then we used him
for stud. We opened a bank
account under his name. My
hushand ook him in the bank to
open it, and the girl behind the
counter asked how a dog was
going to sign his checks, My
hushand smd, *Why, with his

Fall 2000 = 32

pawprints: How do you think?”
She believed him. We then
bought a female Sam from
Mardee Ward and named her
Sayan's Bouguet of Chatique. 1
asked Daolly Ward if she minded
if we called our new puppy
“Dolly.” She answered, “They
name cows after me, so you
know I wouldn't mind having a
beautiful Sammy dog named
after me” .and she was beauti-
ful. 'We lucked out. We had
one liver of puppies. That was
cnough for me. They were all
sold before they were born
because they had a beautiful
pedigree. From that litter, we
gotour “Clancy.” We ook him
to Canada and he finished his
championship in one mip, It was
a lot of fun for us,

Joseph: Tt was a mice era.

Evelyn: We bought a motor
home and the dogs, even with
two males, never fought. Every-
one loved our dogs: People
would call us up to invite us
over and tell us that we couldn’t
come if we didn'’t bring the dogs.
When people in the neighbor-
heod moved away, they would
come back to visit the dogs.
Chuckie lived until almost
twelve years of age. In Califor-
nia, when I would have him
groomed, it was by two girls
who ownéd a grooming shop
called “Clip and Dip." They
loved him and bought one of his
puppies. When they had him in
1o groom, they never put him in
a cage to dry. After he was
groomed, he would jump out of
the whb and they would put him
on a table to dry him. When we
were in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
before the Navonal, 1 had him
groomed, and they had a three-
legged table that I didn’t knoew
about. When he jumped out of
the tub, he avtomaucally jumped
onto the table. It fell over with
him onto some hsh tanks'and he
got all cut up: I had to run him
to the vet to be stitched up.
This was only a couple of weeks
before the Samoved National 1
mentioned above, He had one
scar where the hair never grew
back. Omne of the makeup men
at the movie Joseph was work-
ing on made him a little wig,
and we glued it on, but when he
was running around the ring, it




blew off.. (laughter) He won
AMYWAY. There are s6 many
cute thimgs that happened with
our dogs: We were so lucky.
They were all wonderful, They
were all OFA clear.

Joseph: They were wonder:
ful pLﬂpEc lLluthCrl

Evelyn: We had them all
buried up at Calabasas at the pet
cemetery in child-sized caskets.
We have a bench there. When-
ever we go to California, we go
up there and take care of the
eraves. Joseph would love to
get ancther dog now,

[oseph; 1 would lave 1o
i};;\'.e: one because l]]L':.' are great
company. but our life heve isn’t
condueive 1o having one.

Evelyn: We aren’t home
q'::clugh.

Joseph: We might leave the
house at %am and not get home
antll 10 or 11pm. Itisn’t fair o
an ammal to sit in the house
along, or outside alone.

Evelyn: Joseph did some
mudging for the Umted Kennel
Club for a while. Pitbulls,
American Eskimos, and Aus-
tralian Shepherds, but it is too
hard now.

Joseph: 1 had two knees
réplaced and two hips replaced.

What made you choose Samayeds
i the first place 7

Joseph: When we first
moved to California from
Chicago, I had a dl"l]:lfl"'.' store,

and I also was in the motion pic-
ture ndustry. I couldn't break
into the motion picture ndusiry
immediately in California, so 1
went back to draperies, [ was
hanging drapes, and there was a
big, white dog in the house, 1
climbed up the ladder, and he
would climb up the first two
steps and watch me. When 1
cime down, he would come
down too. When I went up
again, he went up again.. When-
ever | went up or down, he
went up and down with me. 1
told the lady, “If there is any
problem with your drapes, your
dog can fix it.” (laughter) The
outcome was at about Jpm - he
ras sitting at the window. 1 told
the lady, “I think your dog
wants to go out,” She said, “No,
it's time for the kids to come
home from school, and he wants
to see them.” 1 said, “Oh my
God, what kind of a dog is
this? When [ came home, I
told my wife that if we got a
dog, [ wanted 10-get a Sammy.
Evelyn: And he did.

What made you dectede that Fou
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Ch. Kazan of Kentwood, “Clangy, " af ko years of age
(Ch. Starctic Storm x Winter Traily Hazina), j!-'ef{,'t o by Helen Sprathold.

wanted to shove and breed i the first

El’ﬂ'f!e't'_"

Joseph: We really didn’t
know. We fell into it accidental-
Iy

Evelyn: Singe we were liv-
ing so close 1o Bob and Dolly
Ward, Joe would take the dog
up there quite often, and they
gaid he was turning ow to be a
good specimen of the breed.
They said to wy ham at this one
dog show, a specialty, at the
Miramar Hotel in Santa Bar-
bara. We met many nice peo-
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ple, and it became a nice outlet
for us. He wrned out 1o be a
big winner. He won four spe-
cialties, and that 1% pretty unusu-
al in California because of the
competition,

Joseph: That s where the
most  competition 18 in
Samovyeds, because they have so
many shows.

Evelyn: When we were in
Santa Fe on location, we would
take him to the plaza to walk.
There was a gentleman there
who painted pictures of people.
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I asked him if he would like to
paint an animal. He said that he
preferred painting animals to
people, so he painted a picture
of Chuckie and only charged us
about $35. The fur isn't well-
done, but he did a great job on
the head.

Honw masty litters it you breed ?

Evelyn: Only one. That
was enough. We didn't believe
in overdaoing it.

Joseph: And our bitch, who
produced excellent dogs, went
down after the litter. She wasn't
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Ch. Sayan of Woodland, "Chuchie,” first four-time winner of Samoyed specialties i Califmnia, in 1966,
Fictured with handler William Holebrook, and judge Nicholas Kay. Trophy is being presented by Agnes Mason,

the same.

Evelyn: 'We weren't in it to
make money. A lot of people
become puppy mills. We had
one nice litter, and that was
enough for us: It is also a lot of
work.

W hach swas your best dog?

Evelyn: Chuckie. He did
most of the winning. During his
tme in the ‘60s, there was a lot
of competition; but it was easier.
It was easier 1o show a dog, but
after that, it started gewing polit-
cal. We fimished our female,
Delly. just before she had her lit-
ter.

Joseph: We went to San
Francisco to a specialty. The
judge told us that if she had
been a little more alert, she
would have won Best of Breed.

Evelyn: She didn't trust
another dog to run behind her
after she was bred once. We
bred her to Dally Ward's dog,

Ch. Kiskas Karaholme Chera-
kee, called “Painter,” and after
that, she didn't trust another
male dog near her, The next
day after the specialty, she fin-
ished, and we never showed her
dEFAIN.

We kept one of the puppies,
*Clancy.” We named him after
his grandfather, Ch. Kazan of
Kenrwood, who belonged to the
Wards, We had become very
friendly with them because we
lived so close.

Joseph:  Chuckie died when
he was dlmost thirceen. Clancy
was almost sixteen, and Dolly
was eight,

Evelyn: Yes, she had a
brain tumor, We were treating
her for epilepsy, but it turned
out that the brain tumor was
causing all her problems. She
wis a beauful bitch.

Do you have any favorite stories
aboat any of your dogs?

Evelyn: One day, we had
arrived at a dog show just before
the dog had to go into the ring,
We had a motor home that had
air-conditioning. Joseph had a
grooming table that he had set
up. It must have been 110
degrees outside. A lady walked
by and said, *That poor dog
with all that fur ... it's so hot,
How do vou leave him out in
the sun like that?” Joseph said,
“It’s just a hobby.” (laughter)
He was just kidding, because the
dog had just come out of an air-
conditioned motor home. We
also went to a dog show in
Canada. We never took Chuck:
ie or Daolly 1o Canada ~ just our
youngest one, Clancy.

Joseph: I couldn’t arrange
my schedule when we were
showing Chuckie, but in Cana-
da | had Clancy in the ring, and
the first two days, he was doing
great, He was doing everything
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[ wanted,

Evelyn: He ook the points
both days.

Joseph: Yes, bur afier that,
he started genting a litde sassy,
I'd plant his foot, and he would
pick it up and move it. He blew
the show because, although the
judge kept looking at him, he
kept doing things a show dog
shouldn't. '

Evelyn: We didn't want to
have to go back to Canada, 'We
wanted to finish up thar wip for
his championship.

Joseph: [ should say, after
the ‘second show, I ook him in
the back of the motor home and
sat hum on the bed and told him.
*You know they have dog
pounds here, too, and if you
don’t shape up. into the pound
you g0." “The next day, he got
inta the ring and did evervihing
I asked him to. He was like a
different dog,

Fvelyn: He finished that
day. (laughter)

Whick of your dogi was the
biggest character?

Evelyn: He was our baby.
Chuckie, our first one, was
regal. Daolly was beautiful.
Clancy, as I said, was so sweet,
When we had the litter, T didn’t
know which one to keep. We
had sold all but twe, because I
couldn’t decide. One was a
barker - the other was just so
beautiful.

Joseph: He had better con-
formation.

Evelyn: The day the family
was coming to get him, I had
him groomed. His ears hadn't
come up yet because he was so
young. 1 was crying because |

new [ was going to have to get
rid of him. When our son left
for school that day, he told him
goodbye because he knew the
puppy wouldn't be there when
he came home. 1 took him up 10
Dolly Ward and told her, “I just
can’t get rid of this dog, [ don't
know what to do.” S, Dolly
said, "[ust keep him." The gal
who was to get him had another
Samoyed and had already put a
deposit on him. Joseph had just
come hame from being out of
town, on location, and he told
me to keep him, too - so T gave
the girl the other dog who was
not groomed,
n pedigrees in this breed be
trausted as fo accuracy?

Ewelyn: Yes, I think so.

When you had your one Iitter,
was it inbreeding, finebreeding, or
auterossing?




Joseph: It was a lincbreed-
ing. It seems like that line was
producing excellent animals,

What influenced you o make that
deetston?

Evelyn: He was an English
import, and I liked him. There
was one time when we were at a
show that we thought was kind
of political. The judge was an
English judge and didn't give
Clancy the Breed, cven though
Clancy was an English-style
dog, The judge told us after the
show that if we had been in
England, he would have given
Clancy the Breed, but he said,
"When in Rome, do as the
Romans do.” That was that. It
was kind of a slap in the face.
He didn't pick the one he liked.

What is the most dogs you have
hefit at one time?

Evelyn: Three, but they
cach had their place. Nobody
got into anybody else’s way.
Even in the motor home, we
had to look for them.

You started, when?

Evelyn: In 1964.

If you had to rate type, tempera-
ment anel soundsess in orcer of impor-
tanee, how would you rale them?

Evelyn: They have a won-
derful temperament, It depends
on the individual who raises
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Cliurchie and some of s get.

them, of course, but we treated
them like family. They never
fought. The Samoyed breed, as
a whole, has wonderful tempera-
ment with children and adules.

Which do you think & the most
imgrorietit trait?

Joseph: Being a judge, I'd
say sbundness, and then temper-
ament, and then type.

Hone about conformation? Can
you deseribe your 1dea of a perfect
Samayed?

Joseph: The movement,
structure, the texture of the fur,
the eye, the carset. Ewverything
15 all conformation.

Why do you think that some dogs
{ook good standing and posing, bt
not g0 good when they move?

Joseph: That's structure. If
a dog isn't right, you can’t see it
if they’re standing still. Some
look good running, but not
when you have them walk. One
thing that I would do to evaluate
a dog was to have him walk
away from me and walk up to
me, If he looked correct, then 1
knew I had a good dog.

How should they move in the

fromt and from Hhe side?

Joseph: You want them to
single-track, to come to a 'V
down the center., You don't
want them wide, and you don't

want them narrow,
Hewwr ctbonet tn the vear?
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Chusckee,

Joseph: The same thing,
What are you looking for in the
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Ch, Sayan’s Bougquet of Chatique, "Dully,”
the day she fiished hev championship.

feed?

Joseph: I have a preference
for a bear head, but if you have
a fox head, and the rest of the
dug 15 %Uud._ I worldn' disqun]i-
fy 1. But, if T had a dog with a
bear head, that had lousy struc-
ture, I certainly wouldn't give it
to hum,

Evelyn: 1 prefer the bear
head, also. I don't like the nar
row head. It is too foxy for me.
We were lucky with all our
dogs, Our girl had a broad head
and was perfectly gorgeous.

Joseph: And she had a great
personality,

Evélyn: In one instance,
there were about twenty bitches
in her class and the judge had to
separate them because there
were so many, 'When she got to
Joe, he asked, “Where should 1
stand?” She said, *Anywhere
you want.” He figured that he
wasn't going to place, and she
had her picked the whole time
a5 the winner. She stood out
like a shining star.

What would you say about the
carset and eyeset?

Joseph: Tdon't like the cars
too far apart. The eyes should
be almond-shaped and darker, 1

like the carsets to be perky, with
no floppiness.

Evelyn: The eyes should
angle up toward the ear.

How emportant ts the color of the
eyes?

Evelyn: Darker is prefer-
able. They cannot be blue,
although thai would be beauu-
ful.

Joseph: I would not disqual-
ify a dog with a lighter eye. The
structure of the dog is more
Important.

How tinportant are missing teeth?

Joseph: I would say thar it's
very important,  Bite should not
be overbite or underbite.

I you cowld base the whole dog
on @ pomd seale of 100, how many
Potnds world you groe the head?

Joseph: I 'would say 25,

Hinw anportant is pigmend?

Joseph: That would be 50

TCEnL,

Would you ever breed to a dog
with i r}:ﬁ' prigment?

Joseph: No. I just believe
you are looking for problems.

D you ever have any froblens
wiath winler nose?

Joseph: No,

What showld be the relationshih
of chest depith to the rest of the dog?

Showld it eome fo or beloy the elfoip?

Joseph: Tt should come just
below the elbow,

W it your expericnce, when you
were showing, that coal was very
maordand i the rng?

Juseph: Yes. Some judges
were- looking more for a coated
dog, and some more for struc
ture. Different judges were
looking for different things. Per-
sonally, I liked the judge who
looked at an-all-around dog.

There are some vartalions . col-
ormg m Samoyveds,  Which varafon
do you prefer?

Joseph: 1 prefer the lighter
dog. Biscuit is prety, and vou
can't prevent some from being
there because it is i the genes.
But I prefer the whiter dog.

What i the corvedt fopline, and
il fuenctionaf or for beauty?

Joseph: I like a straight
topline. It is functional because
a Samoyed is a draft dog. He
should be able to do what he
was bred to do. The topline is
very important.

What shauld the eroup drop-off
be fike?

Joseph: There needs to be a
45 percent croup drop off.

What is the wleal height for the
dag and bitch?

Evelyn: They are breeding
them bigger now.

Joseph: The dog should be
24 1/2 inches,

Evelyn: Chuckie was 23 1/2
inches, but looked bigger
because of his fur, As I said
before, many years ago,
Gertrude Adams used his mea-
surements for the standard size
of the breed. She was an old-
time breeder.

Joseph:  And the bitch
should be about 22 mches.

What about the feet?

Evelyn: You don't want
any splay in the feet.

Joscph: Right. You want a
nice, tight paw.

What is the wleal temperament of
fhis breed?

Joseph: They are very pro-
tective of their families, but they
aren’t ageressive.

Evelyn: They're wonderful
with children.

Joseph: They aren’t a noisy
dog. They don't bother you or
bark all the tme.

Evelyn: That really
depends upon the owner. Some
owners just throw them into the
backyard, and only throw them
a bone or meal. They become
backyard dogs, Ours always
lived in the house as part of the
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family,

What are the mast serious faults
tocday?

Evelyn: Owverbreeding.

Joseph: Hip dysplasia - that
is probably the biggest.

Do you thank the standird s a
good- omel

Joseph: Yes, I think so.

Is there anything that you wonld
like to see changed?

Joseph: I would like tw see
the jildgcs judge to the standard.

welyn:  Yes, that s impor-
tant, and look at the dog, not the
handler.

Do you think there should be dny
dugualificalions ?

Joseph: Definitely. Nasty
temperament or a blue-eyed dog
or a crippled do;i-:.

D you think that champions
shotddd be specaled?

Evelyn: Yes, they are the
epitome of the breed.

Joseph: Yes. because they
are the showease of the hreed.

Daes making the Tap Ten or
Teventy mean anyifune?

Joseph: Just to the people -
the dog doesn't care. (laughter)

Do you think that popedarization
wonld helps or harm the breed?

Joseph: It harms the breed,
because then you get backyard
breeders and puppy mills that
try to pump them out as fast as
they can, Then, they aren't
wrning out quality.

Evelyn: That reminds me
of another story. We were here,
in Las Vegas, at the Silver State
show, and we had Chuckie with
us. At that time, in Japan, they
were Lr}mg to get the best dogs
for breeding purposes.  After
Chuckie was finished in the
ring, a man came up to nty hus-
band and said, “I'm going
give you a signed check, and
you fill in the amount. T want
vour dog.” My hushand said to
him, “First you take my tooth
brush - then you can have my
wife, but you aren't going to get
my dog.” (laughter)

Do you think most judging is
fair?

Evelyn: Not like it used o
be. It’s more political now.
There are some judges who are
honest.

Joseph: As far as I'm con-
cerned, a judge should never
look above the show collar.
The judge should put up the
dog and not the person showing
it. While I was 1n the ring show-
ing, 1 saw people put up some
pretty bad dogs. I never mind
losing to a good dog, but when




you know that there is a bad
dog in there, and it is picked, 1
don't like that

Would you rather show to an alf
breed fudge or a brevder-fudee?

Evelyn: I never showed or
ran around the nng, but I think
that both are okay.

Joseph: Yes, but when you
find that a lot of breeder-judges
watit a certain rype of deg that
they like, whereas an all breed
judge will try to find the best
dog in the ring at the time.

Would poar judzing, when it
aecurs, be the result :Jf politte, ar the
Jact that the fudge doeint know the
breed?

Joseph: If he is licensed o
juclf a breed, he should know
the breed. Isay it’s politics.

Do you think that advertising
inflneente 5 the judges? )

Joseph: 1 believe so. Like
the judge from England whom
Evelyn mentioned above - he
just knew there were certain
dogs that were doing some big
winning, and he didn’t put up
the dog he liked because he
didn't get advertising on it

Do you think it's ethical to
retoch a photo that & wsed in adver-
firng.

Joseph: No. You want to
show the dog the way he is.

Dhd you shens your own dogs?

Jaseph: 1 slzmw::d Chuckie
for a while. but it didn’t work
out too well. However, 1 did
show Dolly and Claney.

Evelyn: Joe was too close to
Chuckie, so we had o get a han-
dler for him. That was in 1964
and 1963.

Se you have wsed professional
heassellers ?

Evelyn: Yes.

Dl you ever handle for someone
elie?

Evelyn: Yes, For Lavera
Morgan one tme at a specialty
in Washingron.

Joseph: Yes, and | also
showed Herb Bann's' bitch, and
her name was Ch, Cherokee
Sweet Lollipop, but T didn’t
make a2 habit of it or become a
handler.

How, and at what age did you
begiit fo trein fuffies?

Joseph: Immediately,
beeause they seemed o under-
stanidd what you wanted.

Evelyn: 'We tught them as
puppies to never cross the siréet,
and o stop at driveways umntil
we said okay.

Joseph: That was when

they were a couple of months
old.
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Did yau ever go to fun matches or
traiming clessses?

Joseph: Oh, yes. I took
Chuckie to ahediénce also,

Evelyn: We belonged 1o
four different Samoyed ¢lubs in
California.

Do you beliewe tn obeelience tram-
ing?

Joseph: Yes, 1 dao,

Evelyn: But we never did
very well, ({laughter)

Dl you ever get any obedicnce
degrees on your dogs?

Joseph:  We got a 0L
(laughter)

Evelyn: I went to the obedi-
ence graduation. I didn't want
o go because it was so hot out,
but I did. I stood outside the
ring and watched them, and

Chuckie did everything wrong,
A woman standing outside of
the ring said, “Look at that dog,
He's not doing anything right.”
1 said, *I wonder who he
belongs to?” I was so embar-
rassed that he was my dog.
After that, Joseph never took
him back for obedience.

Joseph: Every time 1 would
jerk him on the lead, he would
just fade away on me. He just
wasn't an obedience dog. 1
could talk to him in the house,
and he always scemed to under-
stand exactly what ] said o him.

Herw titelligent do you think they
e i .-rampanmér b other breedds?

Evelyn: They have nice, big
heads, and I think they have a
lot of brain in there.
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Joseph: On a scale of one w
ten, I'd say they're an eight or
nine.

Do you think @t approfriate o
ever rm‘:a'}a dag off leash .ﬁ 8

Joseph: No. because you
never know what he can get
irites.

Evelyn: One day, in Cali-
fornia, Chuckie was sitting on
the front lawn, and a liwle kid
waked by with a:Boxer on-a
leash. The Boxer was ageres-
sive, and the kid couldn’t hold
him. The Boxer ran for our
dog, who was not aggressive,
but had a lot of fur. | saw the
Boxer try to bite Chuckie; and |
opened the car door so he could
jump in. [ wold the Ltde boy, “If
you can't handle your dog, you




shouldn’t be out w:llkjng him."
When Chuckie came m, the
Boxer hadn't gotten through the
fur. If Chuckie had wanted to
fight, he probably could have
done something to the Boxer,
because they don't have much
fur. [ was panic-siricken,
because he used 1o stay on the
front lawn without a leash, He
wouldn't go off of our property.
In fact, one day somebody
walked by and saw our dog
there, and said to my husband,
“Does he bite?” and my hus-
band said, “Do you mean
today?” The man kept walking
because he didn't wane to go
near him. (laughter).

Hotw fmportant is traiming to
winming i confermation?

Joseph: A certain amount of
training is necessary. The dog
has to knew what's expected of
him.

Do you think that big-name han-
dlers helf a dog fo win?

Joseph: Definitely.

Evelyn: Absolutely, We've
seen it happen many times.

Could you grve specfic advice tn
woners wiho wend fo fandle Ser owm
dogs?

Joseph: Gooto a handling
class, Learn how to handle, and
know what's expected of the dog
in the ring. Diﬁ:ﬂ:m dogs need
different ways of bieing shown,

Evelyn: I think it's wonder-
ful when vou can own/handle
the dog yourself. 1 think that
would be the greatest pleasure.

Joseph: Ttis,

Evelyn: These people who
just send their dogs off with han-
dlers, and don't even go to the
shows, but just do it for the pres-
tige, are rdiculous.. We never
let our dog go 1o a show if we
weren't there.

Joseph: I'm very selfish. If
we can't go, my dog can't go.
{laughter)

So tohen you wsed your handlers,
the dogr didn t stay with the handler?

Evelyn: No. He always
staved with us. We would bring
him 1o the show,

Do you feel that the breed should
do-awhat it was bred for?

Joseph: Definitely — and
they're getting more and mere
shows, now, with herding and
tracking in them.

Heve you ever dove any [‘.'.r-.-fﬁug,
tracking or sledding?

Joseph: Yes. I've done sled-
ding.

Evelyn: We used to go to
Big Bear, California, and race
our ‘dogs. There were two
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younger fellows and my hus-
band, and we were going to
have a three-dog sled team,

Joseph: We used to go out
along the unfinished freeways
and train the dogs,

Evelyn: My hushand told
the other guys that. since they
were vounger than he was, one
of them, Murray Miller, should
be the musher. But Chuckie
was the lead dog and wouldn't
move unless my husband was
on the sled or running in front
of him. So, Joseph had to be the
musher.

Joseph: At Big Bear, for a
novice team, I broonght them in
three seconds out of second
place.

Evelyn: Chuckie did weight
pulling, too. He got a trophy %ﬂ:'
that. When we moved to Las
Vegas. | gave away many tro-
phies to various dog clubs,
because we didn't need them,
They can take the plaques off
and give them as trophies at

mutches and such.
What about the training for
m‘igﬁ‘rr frlimg?

Joseph: Actually, I'm afraid
to say that I never trained him.,
I put him into a harness, and he
seemed to know just what to do.

Evelyn: Joseph wasn't there
once at Big Bear, and I took
Chuckie o a weight pull.
Another person worked with
him, and he pulled quite a bit.
We didn’t do it with the other
two dogs,

Joseph: I hope that a lot of
people don’t start doing weight
pulling with too young of a dog,
because vou ¢an hurt them.

Evelyn: We also raced
Chuckie at some other races at
Palm Springs, California Acriel
Tramway,

Joseph: It was a nice time in
our lives.

Evelyn: Yes, from 1964 to
199}, almost 30 years.

You have trained the dogs poer
the years, Whet heve the dogs tangiit

TN AR
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you?

Evelyn: Not to be afraid of

dogs. Joseph took a lot of care
of the dogs. He brushed them a
lot. You have to take care of
thém. They're a lot of work, If
vou don’t keep them clean, it
isn't good. Their coats get ratty
and matted. We also belong to
the rescue clubs. We try to find
homes for Samoyeds. People
are overbreeding today.

Joseph: I really don't know
what they taught us. They're
such a nice breed, and we're
nice peaple. 'We just seem to go
together.  (laughter) They're a
labor of love.

You only did this one breeding,
Was it natural or condrofled?

Joseph: Nawral.

You efidn't helfy it aleng in any
way?

Evelyn: No. With Chuckie
and natural instinet, he would
know just what to do. If we
would come home from a dog
show or from racing, and some-

Ch. Cherokee's Kazen of Bowguet, "Clangy, ™
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one would bring over a female,
he would know just what w do.
He sired quite a few hitters.

Were both of vour males af stud
to autstde bitehes?

Joseph: Yes, .

Lhiel you ever refuse fi sernge @
bnteh?

Evelyn: If a bitch was in
bad condition, we didn’t want to
breed to it

Joseph:; Or because I'didn't
like the bitch. There was one
bitch that was so bad it should
have been put down, ] didn't
want my dog's name on her
puppies.

What do you think &5 a_fair stid

foe, and do yau think 1t should be the

same_for proven or waproven dogs,
regurlless of titles?

Fvelyn: I don't know what
it is 1oday, but we didn't charge
that much. We would either get
first and third pick of the lirer,
or we charged about 5200, We
weren't in it for the money - we
just wanted to have nice lters.

Joseph: We wanted them to
be nice offspring.

Evelyn: We would pick
first and third pick and then we
could sell them, but they weren't
going for as much as today.
lalking about prices, when
Joseph bought our first dog, he
didn’t want to tell me what he
paid for him. I think he paid
about $100 for Chuckie in 1964,
Ms. Mollett just wanted him to
have a good home., When he
brought the dog home. he told
me $50, and 1 said, “For a dog?”
My mother was living with us at
the timie, and I told her $25, and
she said, *For a dog?” Then, he
became such a big winner, and
when we would go up to Big
Bear, there was a man named
Harold Keepers, an old-time
breeder, who loved our dog.
He was sitting at the bar, one
time, and Mr. Mollett was there
for the races. He told Mr. Mol-
lewt that. whatever the Kites paid
for the dog, he was robbed. Mr.
Kecpers used to bring over
bitches all the time to breed to
our dog, but they didn't always
take.

Would you breed to a dog with a
seriows fatult if he were outstanding m
other areas?

Joseph: 1 would be afraid
Lo,

What kind of fauit would kecp
yond: from breeding e dog?
: Joseph: Structure = definite-

. Evelyn: Temperament, If
165 & nasty dog, | don’t want
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any part of that. They can
inherit that. We have been to
some shows where the dog had
to go to the end of the line
because they were snarling and
barking and carrying on in the
nng.

Lo you think that i's a good wdea
I Breed to a dop-winning dog, regarid-
legs of the pedigree?

Joseph:  Agamn, if it was a
top-winning dog, 1t has to be the
conformation of the dog. It has
ta be a good dog, no matter
what the status 15 in the winner's
circle.

Evelyn: A lot of these dogs
that have been winning, as he
said before, it isn't the dog, but
the handler who has been win-

ning.
Lhel you hely your biteh u'.‘u';?ﬂ?
Ewelyn: No. She did it all
naturally,

Josepht She did it herself.
Evelyn:  Thank God,

Clangy.

because 1 didn’t know what to
do.

Did you have o supplement feed
anty of the puppies?

Evelyn: No. [stayed in the
bedroom with them at night o
be sure they got what they need-
ed, but she took good care of
them. Joe would stay with them
on the weekends, when he
didn't work, because I was tired.
Every few hours, they wanted to
eat, That’s why I said I'd never
have another litter, You were
working for a nickel an hour.
{lanzhter)

Jgusr:ph: Iess than that.

D yarer bitch wean the fupifites
herself?

Joseph: Yes,

At what age did you start to
evaluate whether they were pet or
shome guadity 7

Joseph: Abour eight weeks.

Evelyn: There were :ifhl
puppics, and one female died at
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birth. We had two girls and six
boys, and never had a problem.

Did you sell on teriis or cash
onfy?

Evelyn; Cash,

Diid you sell the pet pupipnes o
syl ar stenfer condract ?

Ewvelyn: No.

At what age did you place the

2

Evelyn: Not younger than
cight or nine weeks,

Yeou sard you did some rescue
work — could you talk about i some
inore?

Evelyn: We weren't in it
too long while we were living in
Woodland Hills, California.

Joseph:  For about two
years.

Evelyn: We would go wo
the pound, and make sure some-
body would pick the Sammy up.
We didn't have room at our
house.

Joseph: We had arrange-



ments with the kennel, where
we could take them, He gave us
a reduced rate, We had a veteri-
narian go in and check the dog.
Then, we put them up for adep-
tion. In fact, we have a website
now ... The Samoyed Club of
Southern California.

Evelyn: And we made sure
the dogs were groomed and
Ea.kma care of.l_ IF they ‘-‘-’Ei".’ real-

OOT Quality Or s1c + WE
'-EDEH haEe tlmr}; put duwz::.

Dhid you_find that they were in
pretty good conditon?

Joseph: Yes, unless-the dogs
were runaways, Then they
would have to be groomed and
taken care of,

How were their temperamenis?

Joseph: The majority of
them were excellent.

Evelyn: 1 found, just before
we got out of it, that there were
a lot of backyard breeding, and
that was bad. There was a lot of
inbreeding, and things like that.

What motivated you to gel stard-
ed tn resce? '

Evelyn: Well, we loved the
breed.

Joseph: We thought it was
absolutely necessary.

Evelyn: And we couldn't
see letting them run around and
zet killed,

Joseph: And being drowned
in pools - so we started a rescue
in the Samoyed Club of South-
ern California.

Were the pounds easy to work
with?

Joseph: Yes — definitely.

Evelyn: They would call
different people in the club to
tell us when they had a
Samoyed,

What were some of the reasany
they were given up?

Evelyn: People would mave
out, or there was a divorce, or
some people thought if they just
dropped them off, someone
would pick them up and give
them a home. ‘

Joseph: We found the
biggest thing was that people
would move away and didn’t
want to take the dogs with them,

Do you have any particular sto-
ries that were part of the rescue?

Evelyn: We are charter
members of most of the clubs
that we have juined, and sull get
their newsletters. They're still
working with rescue. Another
thing about Sammies is that peo-
ple would take them to convales-
cent homes, and show them to
sick people. I'm sure they do
that in other breeds, and people
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love that. It was mce.

What did you feed your dogy?

Joseph: lams,

Do you think that diet 15 very
impartant to this breed?

Joseph: Absolutely - It's a
living thing, so diet has to be
impaortant,

Evelyn: Our dogs weren't
really big eaters, even though
they were big dogs.

Joseph: Well, the only one
that was a fairly good eater was
Diolly. ‘She ate more than the
others. It was cute, When [ had
her and her puppy at the house,
they both wou?d eat, and he
would leave a little in the bowl
so that she could lick it out. He
always left a litde for her, Then
they would go out and have
playtime in the yard. She'd
warn him not to finish his food.

Lid you feed any ;ug.gbﬁmmh?

Joseph: Yes, a full comple-
ment of vitamins, We gave
them gine and vitamin C.

Evelyn: We treated them
like children.

D you do a lot of conditioning
of vour dogi?

Ewvelyn: No. We had a big
vard, three-quarters of an acre,
and we had a doggie-door,

Joseph: It was all fenced in.

When you're shmoing this breed,
honus el grooming showld be done?

Evelyn: Lots and lots, but
Joe did that.

Joseph: It took me two days
o put the dog into show-condi-
tion. [ would bathe them and
brush them. On the diy of the
show, I would spend abour two
hours brushing them up, Every
hair was standing separately.

Evelvn: That was with the
vounger dogs. He was working,

and couldn't groom Chuckie.
Joseph: They were beautiful
anmimals.

Do you have any r}:f Prrod-
ety that you pearticularly fiked:

Joseph: T used Drummel w
do their nails. Then, there were
brushes and combs, and [ would
strip the knots out. I usé thin-
ning shears to get the knots out,
also.

Sthauld these dogs be selssored?

Evelyn: No.

Joseph: You aren't sup-
posed to. The only thing that 1
would clean up would be the
feet.

Il youe trim wolivkers?

JFi:scph: Yes:

velyn: He didn't like the
whiskers. They weren't preuy -
they were cur]

I%.
Joseph: You aren't really

suﬁupnscd to trim the dogs; but |
did because I thought it gave a
better look on the head,

Evelyn: It wasn't a disquali-
F}"in?d'-ing, though,

ok didn’t have a heanel set-uf,
did you?

h: I had my min
mbl'iujs;pup. but 1 di?:iiﬁol'?avc ?
kennel, They lived in the
house.

Aned you siever had any trouble
with your males and females getting
almg together?

iv_e!}'n: No, never.

Joseph: They seemed to
know that each one belonged
there:

What adince would you-give ta a
breeder whi & just starting out?

Joseph: Make sure of the
c1uality of your dogs. Make sure
that you breed for quality, and
not just to breed. Anybody can
breed and buy your Sam from a
breeder, not a pet shop.

Evelyn: “Treat your dog like
one of the family. Don't make it
a backyard deg. When it's liv-
ing in the house, it's part of you,
and that helps with the tempera-
ment, We used to take our dogs
wherever we went, and they
were always welcome because
they were well-behaved,

Do you think that a new breeder

.ﬁ&ﬂﬂfiﬂéﬂ i kenmelwwrth g winmers
to pu a puppy?
Evelyn: I think thata pes-
son looking for a dog should go
to & dog show and see the dogs.
They S%IU"IIIE] find out who the
parents are, and what kind of lit-
ters they have.

Woawdd you reconmmend joining a
locaal breed club, @ national breed club,
or an all breed club?

Evelyn: ‘We bielong to all.
We belong to the Samoyed Club
of Los Angeles, the Samoyed
Club of Southern California,
and the Samoyed Club of
Orange County, which are three
local clubs, and then, we belong
to the Samoyed Club of Amen-
ca,

Joseph: And then, we

belong to the LAPD, an all
breed club (Los Angeles Pure-
bred Club).

Evelyn: Years ago, when
there were divisions, | was secre-
tary of the Samoyed Club of
America’s southern division.

Do you feel that the parent club
dues enough to educate judges and
nezy miemnbers?

Evelyn: 1 think so. 1 think
the Bulletin is very informative,

Joseph: Yes, but I don't
think that the SCA does keep
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Judges informed of changes, etc.

Is there an ARC video on this
breed?

Joseph: Yes,

i it a good one?

Joseph: Yes.

Do you think that there's ade-
quate literature available for this
breed?

Evelyn: Yes, I have two
books heére that the Wards
wrote, and I imagine you can get
a lot of other Lhu%; y ¥

Joseph: Yes, and I.can bring
them up on the computer.

D you have anymore funny or
tteresting stovies about Your dogs?

Evelyn: We used to go to
all of the dog shows, and with
the mator home, we would meet
other people and have parties.
Everyone would bring their
dogs, and we would have picnics
and barbecues.

Joseph: And then there was
the story of Dally and her liter.,

Evelyn: Oh, yes. When
Dolly had her litter, we kept
Clancy, and we were at a dog
show one day. She hadn't seen
her other puppies in her litter in
a while because they had all
gone to different homes. A
policeman, who lived in Orange
County, brought his puppy, a
male who was a vear old, to the
show. Daolly never liked other
dogs, especially males. 8o, this
dog came over and she started
licking it and kissing it, like she
knew it was one of her puppies:
It was really cute.

Joseph: That was really
something else.

How long heave your dved o this
lncation?

Evelyn: Five years,

H"?gr}ﬂ’“&i you mc::e here?

Evelyn: We were in the
1994 earthquake.

Joseph: It sheok us out of
California. (laughter)

Evelyn: We have friends
here, and the climate is so nice.
It is similar to California, Itis a
little warmer in the summer, and
a little colder in the winter. It's
seasonal, and we love it.  And
they're very nice to older people
here - the senior citizens, We
have a lot of fun. I never cook.

We cat out every night
because food is so reasonable,
And, it is close to California.
We get to go in ofien o see our
kids, or they come here, We
have a son and daughter wha
live m California, and a daus%im-
ter who lives in Hawaii. e
comes in quite a few times a
year,




Where did you fve preuionsty?

Ewvelyn: We lived 35 years
in Woodland Hills, California.
We're both originally from
Chicago.

Anel how old ere you both?

oseph: T will be B0 in May.

ivelyn: [ will be 76 in
December.

And how long have you been
merried !

Evelyn: It will be 53 years
on May 8, 2000.

And what kind of things have
You dene for e fiving?

Joseph: I was a sound ech-
nician for the motion piciure
ndustry.

Evelyn: Before that, he had
his own drapery store in Chica-
go, and he did some motion pic-
ture work there, also.

Joseph: My family were all
in the motion picture business,

Evelyn: Then, we moved to
California, and he went right
into the studios.
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A son of Ch. Sayan of Woodland winning BOB with handler Sue Skrobrezhi,

Jeseph: That was quite a
jump, from draperies w motion
pictures.

Evelyn: Yes, it was a little
more money, and he had oo
much compeaton in the drap:
ery business. I never really
worked that much. 1 sold
clothes and jewelry at a depart-
ment store. Then, when Dolly
was due to have her litter; ]
stopped working completely,
because I wanted 1o be around
the puppies. 1 didn’t have to
work. [ just wanted something
to do. Our son, at that time,
was going to military school,
and I used to drive for the
school and got free wition, Our
local school, at the time, was
overcrowded and I thought he
needed a better foundaton. So
this military school, where he
could go daily. and didn’t have
to stay over was good. And. he
got a good educavon that way.

Wiat abowl your educational
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backerounds?

fvelyn: Joe is a college
graduate, and [ have two years
of junior college.

Joseph: In fact, I'm back in
school now, taking computer
classes.

How have your dogs affected

your fifestyle?

Evelyn: They gave usa
wonderful lifestyle. We were
busy every single weekend, We
saw lots of the country, which
we never wonld have seen if we
hadn't had the dogs to show.
We met a lot of nice people.
Belonging to all these clubs, it
seemed like every weckend, if
we weren't at a dog show, we
were at a !IIECliﬂg_

Joseph: We had a very
busy life out of it. It was nice.

What were the particular bengfils
to being i dogs?

Evelyn: Well, we were
never gomg o get rich doing it,
bur it was a lot of fun. It was
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something that we liked to do,
It was a nice, clean hobby,

Joseph: It was one of those
things wherein we had a sense
of respensibility to the dogs, and
they were so giving of them-
schves - I really enjoved that,

Were there any drawbacks of
bewig in dogs?

Joseph: Yes - pooperscoop-
ers! (laughter)

Evelyn: When we moved
here, I didn't think it was fair 1o
have only one dog, so we didn't
get any. We are older now, and
didn’t want to tie ourselves
down, We had three dogs and
the motor home, and used to
take them everywhere we went
... on trips and things. But they
always were company for one
another, [ don’t think it"s Fair to
only have one dog.

Ii there anything else?

Evelyn: I don't think so. 1
think we have chewed your ear
off enough. (laughter). =



