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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks wi
Jim and Sharon Hurst
ORION
Florence, Oregon

Thic mterview was coniducied i
the motor heme of Jrm and Sharon
Hurst in October 2000 by Along
Robson.

Ho ddid you get started it dogs?

Sharon: Back in 1965 1 pur-
chased a Samoyed for 5100, He
walked around with his tail
down, Then I went to a dog
show and saw what they were
supposed to look like, In 1967, 1
saw an ad in the paper from
Evelyn and Charles James, Frost
River Samoyeds. | drove all the
way down o Madera to sec
them and she told me she had a
three-and-one-half-month-old
puppy that was really fabulous.
The minute I saw him.
thought, *What is this?" It
didn't look like the dogs 1 had
seert, He was all legs and ears,
short coar, gangly as can be. If1
hadn't driven more than three
hours to get there, 1 would have
turned around and gone home
without him, (laughter] I didnt
know at that tume that’s how
most wellbred Sammies look at
that three-and-one-half-month
stage. But I bought him and
brought him home and named
him Chnar.
Frost River s Omar of Oron on the beach, 1968, There was a puppy match
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coming up in Sacramento near
where I lived then. [ knew there
were some handling classes in
the back of a supermarket, so 1
went. Ray Brinlee was onc of
the handlers and Wayvne Nelson
was the other one. They had
me go down and back like
you're supposed to do in the
show ring. [ gaited Omar down
and back and the handler said,
“Lady, il I was the judge, 1
would have needed a pair of
roller skates 1o follow you
around the ring.” So I started
working really hard because the
uppy match was'in two weeks,
n that time, 1 guess I learned a
lot because he was runner-up for

T R

Aw/Can/Mex/Tnt Ch. Ortons Mishka of Mareomar.

Best in March and he did get a
Group One. Then [ was on my
way and made him a champion.
Where did you go from Chmar?
Sharon: Jim and 1 got
together in 1976, At that time
Omar was twelve years old. |
tock Jim to a dog show and put
Omar in Veterans: [ gaited him
around the ring and everybody
outside the ring stood up and
started applauding. They
hadn't seen me in awhile and
they always applaud for veter-
ans anyway. [Jim got hooked,
We were then driving a 1973,
24-foor Apollo. The next thing 1
knew, he was wanting to go to
dog shows. So I contacted E?ari-

lyn Gitelson and bought two
ogs from her. There was
Sansaska’s Omarsun which 1
named after my Omar, and
Omar's: Mishka [I of Orion,
We started showing them and
Jim decided if we were going ta
all of these dog shows we need-
ed a bigger motor home, We
?m a 33-toor Monace, then a 40-
oot Monaco, and in later years
we got a 1993 40-foor Bravo,
Last May was our silver
anniversary and he bought me a
45-foor 2007 Country Coach
Intrigue with quad slides in it
and that's where you're sitting
right now.
This is a UETY WECE anRiversary
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sent!

Sharon: Yes! I'm not sure
il he bought it for me or our it
tle dog Bandit, who always
sleeps with us, since this one has
a king-size bed

There's plenty of voom for Ban-
it (lewgihter)

Sharon: Bandit is a linle
Havanese that we bought. It's=
fairly rare breed from éuba.

Jim: Not rare anymore,

Sharon; Not rare anymore,
but most people don't know
what it is.

fim, what did you thikt of that

st dog shera?

im: I thought it was terrific
and [ did get hooked on it. We
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AmfCanfMex/Int Ch, Sansaika s Omariun of Orion, BIS,
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meved 1o 4 raneh in Auburn
where we had 40 acres; We
built quite a nice kennel and we
raised some litters there and
showed very heavily. Accord-
ing to one of the articles we
have here, | think we traveled
20,000 miles one year in the
motor home.

Sharon: We were written
up in the local paper. It says,
“Newcastle dog breeders Jim
and Sharon Hurst journey up o
20,000 miles each vear with
their multiple award-winning
Orion Samoveds.” This was on
the front page.

Tedl me more aboul the dogs.

Sharen: We have had many
litters. I believe we have owned
and/or bred something like 73
Samoyed champions. We were
showing them in Canada and
Mexico, and  put muldple utles
on four of our Samoyeds includ-
ing American, Canadian, Mexi-
can and International, That
mncluded Mishka, Omi, Bud and
several others.

Jim: What year did we go
to Westminster?

Sharon: 1 dhink it was 159849,
One of our bitches we kept from
the Omar and Mishka breeding
wias named Pascha. She fimshed
her championship -at nine
months of age, which at that
time was a record,

P!

Sharon: So we wok her o
Westminster, One thing that
was kind of cute was when 1
was in the ring showing Pascha
and Jim was sitting outside the
ring coaching me on, he had a
very nice-looking lady sitting
next to him. She turned
around; looked at Jim and said,
“Do you see that Ind}' out there
in the teal-green outlt with that
absolutely- beautful bitch?” Jim
said, “Yes, | see her.,” She said,
“That 1s the most beawtful bitch
I've ever seen.” Jim said,
“Thank you, that's my wile and
that's my bitch.” The lady said.
“That’s my husband judging
and if he doesn’t put her up for
Biest of Breed he's going o have
a hard time with me wnight.”
{(laughter) He didn't. of course.

That was mice to have that wnse-
licited vote of confidence from the
Juiedere 't wife, though.

Sharon: Too bad she hadn't
been in the ring! (laughter)

When you got your next two,
where died you go from there? i
anel Mrshka?

Sharon: We were raising
several livters and we kept a few
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These four dogs collected seventeen medallions, two fintshed champronsps, two started,
Lo Showir Soctely shoee at Canada s World Fair at Expo m Biatish Cofumbia, 1986,

here and there, We finally went
to Lynette Hansen-Blue of Polar
Mist kennel. She breeds ncredi-
ble dogs and when I wanted
another one, [ wanted to be sure
it was top-notch, She sold us a
male and he turned out absa-
lutely fabulous. In fact, he oo
finished his championship at
nine months of age, the day
after he took his third Best in
Match. 1 continued to show
him owner handled the whole
time. [was:showing him and he
was winning Groups all over the
place. He won a total of four
Bests in Show, the largest one
being over 1.792 entries at the
Santa Cruz Kennel Club.

That was a nice-entry! What
das been your best Hitter that you have
bred so far?

Sharon: It was a long time
ago. but one of the very best
was probably the one in our
puzzle picture.

Jim: We call it our puzele
picture because we had it mken

by a professional photographer
on the fireplace at our ranch,
He later sold the picture o a
company that made a puzele out
of it You ¢an buy that puzzle
nationwide now.

Oh really? That & great!

Sharon! That was a litter of
seven, and either four or five of
them went on to become cham-

pions,

EXd you ever repeat that breed-
rer?

Sharon: Yes. the second lie-

ter was nice but not quite as
consistent as the first one. Tom
Weems bought a bieh out of
that litter whe ended up being
THE best in the litter. Her
name was [rina and he finished
her in pretty short order. 'We
finished another couple out of
the litter, but it seemed like the
first litter had overall quality.
Even though Trina had the
quality, her littermates didn’t.
Jm: The dog that we pur-
chased from Lynette Hansen-
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Blue was named Bud Light,
Like Sharon said, he did a lot of
winmng and Bests in Show. He
was the number one dog in the
United Stares in 1991,

Sharon: In 1993 he pro-
duced nmine champions in that
yvear, What Jim and I started
doing was selling them to other
people and teaching them how
1w show their own dogs. We'd
have them ¢ome aver or we'd
do part of it at the shows. We
helped quite a few people get
into the shows.

That's a nice thing to da. You
have t press down the toreh,

Sharon: We met Doug
Haldeman and Bo Gloster at a
show and they had a dog that
was really not very good quali-
ty., We worked with them and
sold them, on a co-ownership
basis; two of our males. They
went on to finish very quickly,
Now Doug and Bo are both
very big in Samoyeds. They've
stayed in it,



Jim: Is Bo on the board of
ARCH

Sharon: Yes.

Wha has been the best dog you ve
n!i"':*.ﬁ':'dl o 5mf.\rrﬁr?

Sharon: As Far as total over
all winnings it was Bud Light.
Robin Gowen lived near Wal-
nut Creek, California. We
became very close and began co-
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breeding wogether. T remember
at one of the shows she spoted
a bitch that I really mtended 1o
keep and she fell in love with
her. She started telling me
before the show that she really
wanted that biech, T wold her 1
wasn't sure.  She kepe after me
and 1 said okay as long as she
promised to keep showing her,

Omi “gone fshm "

I'ler Robin handle her thar day
and she went inand won a four-
poant major.  She walked back
outside of the ring and I told her
1 had changed my mind and
wouldn't sell her, Robin just
about had a i, Of course [ was
teasing. She did a ot of really
oreat things and it was nice (o
have her in our fold.
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Do yau rementber that biteh's
e ?

Sharon: Missy, Orion's Girl
Tak.

War Bud your bizgest winning
dog?

Sharon: Yes. We had two
others that won quite a bit. One
was Omi;, who was from Mari-
lyn Gitelson’s line, Sansaska.
The other one was Mintaka.
We had bred Omi o another
bitch wheo really wasn’t very
well known at all, and we came
out with a gorgeous dog named
Mintaka, He won Groups all
over the place and a big special-
tv under breeder-judge Jeanne
Nonhof. He ended up being
misciagnosed by a veterinary
clinic and they overdosed him
with prednisone, which just
ruined him. We had to retire
him ata very early age.

Were you able to use him at
shucf?

Jim: No, I dan’t think we
ever wsed him. They wrecked
him.

Such @ shame. D you kave any
Jl"rr:'rn'[rr' itories abouf any of your
dogs?

Sharon: Bud was kind of
tough o show, 1 was in the ring
with all of the handlers and Bud
would go n the ring and [ could
never well if he was going to look
at me or look around the ring
for bitches, We were at one of
the shows on the 'l“urk::lv circuit
and we were going to get togeth-
er with a bunch of people in
other breeds, like Sue and Tony
DiGiorno, They were breeding
Giant Schnauzérs and now
they're doing Bouviers. We had
some other people who were
into. Bulldogs. and we all got
together, We always had a bi
blowout at Thanksgiving. %
remember | was helping Jim
park the KV, and evervone was
getting ready for the big party.
They wanted me to come over
and help them set up. Jim was
in the middle of backing up and
ran right into a telephone pole.
We put a big dent in the back
bumper of the motor home,

That gave you same points!

Sharon: Right! (laughter)
The next morning when we
were gethng ready for the show,
Jim told me, “You know, the
problem with Bud 1s that he is
just not a show dog.” This was
carly on in Bud’s career, but he
Just didn't project himself. 1
said, “Well, sometimes: he does
and sometimes he doesn’t.” Jim
said, “I'm telling you, Sharon,
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TJim handling Ch. Orion’s Mishka of Marcomar to a Breed win, Contra Costa County KC, pudge Edd Embry Biun, fall 1984,

he is really not a show dog.” |
said, “Whatever you say.” |
went in the ring and I came out
with a Group &w ribbon that [
handed o Jim., 1 said, “Now
what would you like tosay?” In
fact, 1 handed the ribbon to him
in fromt of all of our friends.
{laughter)

hen there was Valarie
Zimmerman, who early on I met
at a fun match in Sacramento,

She was sitting up in the stands
and 1 started talking to her. She
asked who [ was and [ wld her
we were Jim and Sharon Hurst,
She said she wanted to call us so
many times but was afraid to
hecause we were.so well known.
l wold her that was crazy and
that I would have set her up
with a dog that she could really
show. She said she would sall
ler me.  (laughter) 1sold her a

bitch named Mariah. Valarie
was another one T helped train
to take Mariah into the ring.
She finished her championship
very gquicklv.  Valarie is such a
doll, she’s really a sweet gal.
We see Valarie and her hus:
band Terry once in awhile when
we go through Sacramento.
They now have a couple of kids
and they're just not into the
dogs anymaore.
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That érq'jbm.r semettnes,  Sime
Peaple are able to stay ™ and others
furn a corner.

Sharon: There is another
story. When 1 had Omi, Jim
and 1 were showing him at sey
eral shows. He wasn't doing
really great. That was the week-
end we met the DiGiornos at an
RV park before we went to the
show the next day. I went into
the show ring-and 1t was agam
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An Orton-fred litter of etghi-weeh-old Samoyed ppifries, 1990,

the Turkey arcuit and I came
out with a Reserve Winners
Dog, 1 was so excited over this
because 1t was the biggest win
I'd had. Jim looked at me and
said he wanted a point. Reserve
doesn’t give us any champi-
onship points and he wanted a
point. Then Omi took the next
five straight shows and we fin
ished his championship.

Wha was the biggest character
Yone think youve had to date? The
e dheat s abways in trieble?

Jum: D vou mean a dog or
aperson? (laughter)

FEither ang.

Sharon: Probably Tony
DiGiorno. The Bulldog people
were neat peaple, too,

Jim: What about John Colo-
ma

Sharon: Yes, John was guite
a character. He was a wop pro-
fessional handler. He was main-
Iy into Samoveds and he and his
wile were at most of the shows,
He always had something funny
w say. At one of the shows on
the Oregon circuit I was dressed
mn an outfit with a te, vest and
skirt, I went to go into the
ladies room and accidentally
went into the men's room. 1
turned around and darted out,
but when I'got back to the ring
he had: everybody teasing me,
saying, “Just because you're
wearing a tie doesn’t mean you
can go into the men’s room.”
{laughter] He was uplifting 1o

evervhody, Unfortunately, at a
very young age, he was showing
dogs under Sam Pizzino, whao
was one of our very favarite

Judges,

{im; And probably one of
the baggest characters,

He defiitely was.

Sharon: He was the biggest

Judge characrer we've met. John

was showing under Sam at a
show in southern California and
he collapsed and died. 1 thought
that at least he was doing what
he loved to do when he died. Tt
was strange because one day Jim
and 1 were sitting at home and
the phone rang. Jim picked it up
and the guy on the other end
says, “I'm sure you don't know
who this is.” Jim said, *8am, of
course I know who this is." He
had never called us before.

Jim: He just had one of
those voices, He was a charac-
ter. When [ would go 1o the
ring-and Sharon would be show-
ing one of our dogs, he would
come by and say, “That check
vou gave me for that last Breed
bounced.” (laughter)

Sharon: He always said this
in front of a whole group of peo-
ple.

Jim: He was alwavs pulling
our leg, He was quite a charac-
ter.

Sharon: When we were at
the Beverly Hills show one vear,
Bo and John Derck were there.
This was when she was really

popular. 1 went up to Bo and
said, pointing to Sam, “See tha
iy there? He's an AKC judge.
t would be [unny if you would
go sit on his lap.” She walked
over and plopped hersell down
an his lap and he lit up like a
Chrisumas wee. (laughter) His
wife wis there (00, of course. |
took a picture of her sitting on
his lap and I semt him about 50
copies of it. - (laughter)

8o fie could pass then out!

sharon: Unfortunately he
died of leukemia years ago.

Jun: We were at a show in
Longview, Washington, where
he was judging, He told me he
had some form of leukemia and
he was gomng to beat it, B it
wiasn't too long aflter that, he
was g‘uﬁl_'.

Sharon: Joyee Keesling,
who has Malamutes, was anoth-
er in our group, 1 sent her in
the ring with my Bitch Pascha
onee and | showed Omi. whe
was Pascha’s father. She beat
me for the Breed. T took Best
Opposite 1o my own bitch, Sam
really didn’t pay awenton o
who was on the end of the lead
but he knew guality when he
saw it, One of the things he did
that I always thought was great
was announce, “Ladies and gen-
tlemen, welcome all, and P]cnsc
take them around the ring!™ He
did it with such enthusiasm.

When Jim started showing
he took our bitch Mishka into
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the ring and [, again, had Omi.
I noticed Edd Bivin pulled Mish-
ka out right away and started
concentrating on her and he rold
Jim to wake her down and back.
He put Jim up for Best of Breed
with Mishka. But the first thing
he said to Jim was, “Whenever
you ga into the show ring-again,
[ don’t ever want to see you
holding your hand out as you're
gaiting the dog around the ring!”
That's what Jim did to get Mish-
ka's attention. He'd hold his
hand out with the bait. Edd did
not like that at all. So Jim
promised he would never do it
agam. The next year when we
watched Westminster on TV
almost every handler was doing
the same thing that Edd had told
Jim he shouldn't do!

Jim: John Coloma never let
me forget that, Every tme [ saw
John, he'd hold his hand out
because Bivin gave me such a
bad vume. We went to the
World's Fair in Canada in ‘86,

Sharon: We brought Jim's
mom, Nell, and our son Kelly
with us. Kelly was preuty voung
but he was handling dogs. Nell
was 85 at the time and she
LOVED to go the dog shows so
Wi LUU‘k ht.'r Lo as man}’ as we
could. We broughe her up there
and Jim and 1 did so much win-
ning. We were putting champi-
onships on one dog after. anoth-
cr and we had them all compet-
ing against each other. There
was one day we had four dogs
that ended up winning all of the
prizes. We needed a lourth per-
son to handle and we gave
Mishka to Nell. She wok her
mto the nng ac 85 years old and
did really well. In fact, I think
the judge gave her Best Oppo-
site Sex and she thought that
WS 50 gltat.

A 85-year-old ameiteur!

Sharon: There was one
other show we went to later in
California, where [ was standing
behind Nell and we were waich-
ing some of the people moving
around the ring. The Lunas
had a beautiful bitch out in the
ring, doing what the judge was
telling her to do, and Nell all of
a sudden said in a booming
voice, “Bov, that is one good
movin' bitch!” (laughter] She
was about 86 yvears ald or so, In
fact, she just celebrated her
105th birthday two weeks ago.

Really!

Jim: Some of the Samoyed
people knew her,  So for those
who remember her, she is now
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105 years old.

Sharon; She lives in an
assisted living home in Sacra-
mento, a really nice place, She
and Jim's dad were the first hus-
hand-and-wife hroker team n
Sacramento.

Jim: What happened to the
icture of the front end of the
yus where we had all the rib-

bons?

Sharon: The picture Jim is
talking about won first or sec-
ond place for the Degs i Comadda,
We had won all of those ribbons

up there,
Jim: This frame has gold
and silver medals.

Sharon: Jim woen Best in
Show Brace with Omi and
Pascha, who looked so much
alike: Pascha was Omi's daugh-
ter. He won Best in Show Brace
seven of the eight days. In
Canada, at that time, they gave
you gold medallions and they
actually gave vou money for

ood placements and Best in
show, He won several hundred
dollars. 1 was taking some
Groups and won quite a bit tog,
but Jim ended up with all of the
hardware and the gold.

I think at 5 e when they do
that because it pays for your entry ar

l\":’ﬂ'rfﬂn.

haronm: Yes, it is nice,
Righe niow, T've got about fificen
boxes filled with silver that I've
won over the years. 1even gave
away two boxes of it - one
Robin Gowen to use with the
Samoyed club she belongs .
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accommuodate this change,

* We need to recognize that
the sports of agility and rally are
the growth portien of our new
industry, ang begin to give them
the recognition and representa-
uon they deserve,

* Whle the emphasis on the
bottom line s important to our
survival, we should not become
overly dependent on the roller-
coaster stock market for a major
share of our income.

* We should initiate a study
of the possibility of acquiring the
UKC so there would be one
strong body representing pure:
bred dogs, Greater economies
of scale would be pussible with
this concentration of resources.

» AKC should move out of
New York. sublease the current
facilities, and join with the
Raleigh partion of the company,
As our registration income
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Faur of the Ovian champions o the way to their mornmg “dog jog.’

Do yon think pedigrees in this
breed can be trustid for accuracy

Sharon: As far as | know,
yes. Everyone I know is very
upright and would not falsify
anything.

Hine have you wsed Iinslveeding,

outcrositng and inbreeding in your

fragram?

Sharon: Jim and I came
across an article written by
Llovd Bracket, who is probably
the top all-time German Shep-

shrinks, it is folly to stay in New
York with its ulra- high costs,
Admit the division was a mis-
take and now rectfy it.

* Let's admit that the dele-
gate body has become unwieldy,
as the number of clubs joining
AKC increases. The new consti-
tution and bylaws should
address-a new way of represen-
tation, making sure that irs
duties and responsibilities are
more clearly spelled out,

* The archaic novon that the
board of directors of AKC must
come from the delegate body
has 1o be reviewed. We should
have the opportunity w bring in
expertise from other arenas to
give us wise counsel as necded.
We need to open our eves o the
realities of the 21st century.
Car flexibility 15 being limited
by our own “inbrecding.” We
need what we extol in our dogs
*hybrid vigor,” which some

- -

e T il Vs = i
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herd breeder. He said that what
vou do is ry to get what you
think is the perfect dog through
vour breeding program. Once
vou get what you determined 1o
be the perfect dog, start inbreed-
ing father-daughter and such.
Not breeding across the lines 1o
brother and sister, but go down
the line with father ang‘j daugh-
ter. Bud, the dog we did so
much winning with, was a
Either-daughter breeding. His

good outcrosses can give us.

* The board of directors
should cease micromanaging the
organization and delegate more
autherity 1o the president and
staff.

* The CLASSIC show
should be stabilized in one dty
s0 it can grow its identity,
Someplace that can rival New
York City as a-destination city,
Tampa and Long Beach do not
meet those criteria, Las Vegas
does. Good transportation, lots
to do and see and excellent facil-
iies. [t's a maural:

* Weneed to change the
direction and philosophy of how
to combat ammal rights legisla-
tion. AKC should take a leaf
from union organizers and hire
peaple to go to the hot spots,
organize the campaign, help let-
ter writers, and lobby the

g

]

sire, Iee Breaker, sill is the top
producing Samoyed of all time.
I think that mbreeding, if you
know what you're doing, is
good. I'm looking more at the
gualities of the dog than 1 am
the pedigree.  Although, 1
always-have ww have lots of
champions up front, 1 look more
at the dog,

Tir be comtimied ...

month on-site to do this,

* AKC should retain a PR
firm whose sole job is to poke
fun and ridicule at some of the
prepostercus things that animal
rights groups do. They need 1o
point out that these people don't
realize the mmcﬁucncc.s af their
own actions and spell out the
unintended consequences.
Humer can be very effective,
especially biting humar,

I leave you with the follow-
ing guideline. Tactics knows
whit o do when there 1s some-
thing to do; strategy knows
what to do when there 15 noth-
ng o do,

Dy, Grossman, a longtione fudge
of Sj;un‘r}qj{ Dogs, and publisher of
Doral Peblishing ts now the president
of winmingsolutions.infe, a website
devated to developrug the Professionel
Menter voncepl wia viled Tnformetion

localistate legislators in place. _for the beginning breederfexfibitor at

They should spend at least a
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Ritprod finningsolutions. mfo.



