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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks With
Duvella Kusler
VELLEE
Potlatch, ldaho

This interview was conducted
at the home of Duvella Kusler
in August, 1982
by
Lori Plampin

How did you get started in dogs
in general, or Sammies in particutar?

well; going back way before Sam-
mies, | have always been a persan that
was very close to animals even: as a
child we had dogs-in and around our
home, and animals of other soris. |
can remember when [ was very small
we lived on a farm, my father would
sell the calves to the buicher and |
would cry, even as long as four or five
manths later, 1 cried because the ani-
mals were gone. But after we were
marcied and had our children we had
dogs for pets for the children, mixed
breeds, After we moved out here, we
didn't have the dogs confined and, of
course, we're very close to the highway,
as you can see, and they would wander
out there and get killed. So we even-
tually decided that if we had a larger
dog, now this is something for the
record, the cars would see a larger car
and stop, still not thinking, well why
den't you build a fence and cenfine the
dogs. S0 we went 10 Spokane and. un-
heknownst to me or the children my
husband went down to the Spokane Hu-
mane Society, with the idea of getting
a larger dog and someone had taken a
Sammie in there. 1 had never heard of
a Samoyed before. My husband knew
what they were. 1 did know it was a
very beautiful dog and 1 couldn't under-
stand why -anyone would take a dog
like that to the pound. But this man
and lady had divorced and he had ac-
quired the dog and was oul of town

working during the week. Since he
couldn't care for it he teok it to the
pound, feeling that someone very defi-
nitely would come along and we were
there just three or four days later, 50
we brought him home.

He was J years old and his name
was Kazar, an excellent dog and we
just loved him. On the way home he
chewed my hat. It was just after
Easter and | had this new hat, and he
thewed it. My husband and son laughed

and sald that shows he's a-good hunting
dog. We had Kazar for a number of
years and after he was gone Wwe got
Znother Sammie and this went on and
on. Eventually, when our third, 1 be-
lieve, they were purebreds but not
registered, was gone we happend to
notice in the paper that someone in
Spokane, Washington, of north of Spo-
kane, had a litter of puppies for sale.
So we dashed right up and bought one.
This was our third Sammie and this was
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Ch. Saroma's Snow Beauty O'Vellee

Kahmook's Kloshe (Beautiful White
Dog). We paid 525 for her, but she
was registered and that was a big deal
to us at that time. Her ears never
came up; she had floppy soft ears.
She didn't mind too well and was
spoiled.

We saw an ad in the paper that
they were having cbedience classes over
in Moscow. 50 we decided to take her
to cbedience. Now this was when she
was about a year old, When we got
over to the class, it was being spon-
sored by Palouse Hills Dog Fanciers
Association, they asked if we'd be in-
terested in joining their club. 1f you
did, you could get your obedience train-
ing 55 cheaper and we were thrifty.

We were raising kids and buying a home
or whatever, We decided to save the
$5, never dreaming it was going to cost
us thousands later.

We joined the club with our
Samoyed that had floppy ears. But she
was an excellent obedience dog, how-
ever, we never showed her in the trials
because of her ears. 1 was going 10,
but my husband wouldn't let me. He
didn't think it was a good representatior
of the breed and he was coérrect, but
I loved her and | thought, "I don't care
if her ears are down."

We went to our first show the
following $pring at Palouse Hills and

we were just workers, but I didn't
know what I was supposed to do. |
didn't know ‘which way was up at a dog
show, and I thought the people were
nuts running in and -out of the ring
with the same dog all the time. | just
couldn't make heads or tails of it. But
we knew then that we did want to get
a dog that we could take in the ring.
So about two years later, | believe it
was before we actually acquired what 1
would consider a show dog. We were
going to the shows, traveling to see
anifmals. Tacoma and Portland areas,
wherever, and watching the Sammies
and. getting acquainted with the Sam-
oyed breeders, learning about the breed,
the bleodlines, reading magazines, what-
ever. During that time we did pick up
a couple of 5ams that didn't turn out
the way they should have because we
still didn't know exactly what to look
for. Eventually we learned by hard
knocks that we were going to have 1o
get into a completely different ‘blood-
line from what we had. We couldn't
breed out the faults that were popping
up in these particular dogs that we
had.

S0 you had three or four dogs at
this point?

Yes, very disappointing,

You didn't breed any of them?

We tried a couple of breedings,
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but we were still getting ...

Not what you wanted?

Yes, because we didn't really
know .. we knew that you were sup-
posed to linebreed and by mot checking
back far enough in the pedigrees we
were breeding dogs that ‘had the same
faults that our dogs had, but théy were
linebreeding and we just didn't know.
So finally | kept hearing the name Lila
Weir, and we had seen dogs at the
shows that she had bred, but we hadn't
met her. 50 1 wrote to her and na-
turally she answered my letter very
quickly. [ still give Lila a bad time
and say if you wouldn't have answered
my letter 1 wouldn't have been in this
racket. (laughter) We corresponded
for a year or more, [ think, before we
actually mer. She knew that we were
traveling to these shows, however, it
seemed like the shows that we would go
to. she would be away somewhers else
and we just didn't have the epportunity
to meet. She knew that we wanted a
show dog and she felt that we definitely
were interested or we wouldn't have
been going to all these shows without a
dog. She finally contacted me and told
rme of this litter that she knew about
that was sired by their Ch, Tod Acres
Fang. | think if | remember correctly,
it was a litter of 9 with | bitch, and
they would sell the puppy bitch to a
show home only. Seo | called the peaple
immediately. 1t was Valerie Robhins
wha lived in Belview, | believe, or just
out of Seattle. She said yes, they
had planned to keep her, but since we
would show her, they did agree to sell
her. On the way over there they de-
cided that they hoped we didn't come
because they had changed their mind
and they didn't want to sell her. But
after we got there and had driven that
far to get her, which was about 300 or
more miles, they wouldn't let us down.
They didn't tell me this until after-
wards. [ don't know if | would have
had the nerve to take her away from
the little boys or not, if they would
have told me that. That was our Ch.

Saroma's Snow Beauty of Vellee, we
called her Meena.

That was our founda-
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Ch. Saroma's Snow Beauty O'Vellee
{Neena)
Checking the gait of her grandehildren.



tion bitch, so we actually started with
her.

What year was that?

This was in 1961, 1 believe, that
we got MNeena. In March of 1961 if
I'm correct, give or take a few months
or whatever. 1 could hardly wait until
she was old enough to go in the ring.
So I toek her to training classes. She
was six months and one day old when
I took her to her first point show and
that was in Tacoma, Washingten and
Derek Rayne was judging. [ think we
were probably the first ones to the
show that day because we were so
nervous. We couldn't sleep all night
the night before, and we had what we
thought was a beautiful puppy bitch.
Here we were and we wanted her to
get accustomed to the show grounds so
she wouldn't be frightened when she
went in the ring. We walked her
around for like an hour before or more,
around the ring and it's a wonder we
hadn't worn the poor little thing out.
We fimally got in the show ring, and
she was the only one in the class. She
was well-trained and so was | because
I'd been going to training classes. Haw-
ever, | was naturally very nervous.

She got the blue ribbon and 1 guess |
was hooked. There was no competition,
but the judge did make the remark to
me, "You have a very nice puppy here.”
Well, to me, that was just the same

as if he had said Best-in-Show.

So there were no other females
at all?

Mo, she had to come back in for
Winners Bitch, of course, but there
were no other puppy bitches. Well, |
just knew 1 had it made because he
had told me this was a lovely puppy
bitch. We went back In for Winners
Bitch and he didn't even give my poor
little puppy a look because she wasn't

Ch. Vellee's Chayka

the dog isn't ready, it isn't winning and
other people will think, well this puppy's
been shown or this dog's been showing
and showing and it keeps going in the
show ring and it never wins anything
and it isn't the dog's fault. | agreed
with everything she said, never dream-
mate to Ch. Noatak of Silver Moon. ing she was talking about me and my

1 know Chum was Winners Dog that dog and wanting to say, why don't you
day and finished his championship. But feave her home. But T was right there,
the firdt one in the ring everytime, and
needléss to say when Néena was ready
to win she was well ring trained.

She eventually finished her chom-

fonship?

Once she was mature, she went
zing, zing, zing. She was two and a
half years old before she was really
ready to start winning. A beautiful
maoving dog, not really what you would
ever call a real pretty dog, not quite
the type of head that | desire in a dog,
not bad but kind of iffy; nice size bitch,
good leg length and could move like
nobody's business, I felt that she really
did her winning on her movement,
which is the thing really, rather than
prettiness, they've got to have that
movement. It's funny mow when 1 stop
to think back how | kept rearing in
the ring with this ugly duckling. | see
that often now when I'm judging, and
it reminds me of myself way back when.
Lila and 1 have laughed many times
about how she tried to be 50 nice to
don't think. But she was slow maturing me and suggest other people doing these
and she was ugly. You know, long things -and -all the time she was meaning
legged and she was really at a gangly me.
stage and she should have never been
in the show ring at that time. [ went She was bred to Joli Kaluna of
to every show with that puppy, this Vellee, We couldn't seem .10 find a
ugly duckling. Lila used to say to me, stud.. | relied upon Lila quite a bit for
in a very friendly way, you know some the information and helpful himts of
people will keep taking a dog in the where to go and eventually they
show ring and out of the show ring came up with this litter that she sug-
when it's really kind of too bad because gested, and it did blend in very, very

deserving. | could see that later, but
I thought why did he say that and then
not-give her a second look when we
went back in for Winners Bitch.

A beautiful bitch that took the
points, 1 can't remember the bitch's
name right now, but she was a litter-

Ch. Vellee's Chayka

| was pleased, 1 can see now when I
look back at pictures of MNeepa that
she actually was a very ugly puppy.
She was very, very slow maturing; from
a very slow maturing line. No one
else would dare say that, even yet, |

Who did you breed her to?
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well. S0 we got Joli Kaluna of Vellee,
we called him Ruff.

30 vou got him after Neena?

Yes, after Neena and we were in
@ big hurry for him to mature enough
to use him at stud because Neena was
getting to be 3 1/2 years old.

Where did he come from?

From John and Lila Weir, Joli
Kennels, He was out of Kabe's Binki
of Encino from Margaret Tucker and
Ch, Joli Fang that belonged to the
Ropss'. We went to the Weir's when
they were three weeks old, the puppies,
-and looked them over. We kind of had
our eye on him right at that time, but
we went back again when they were
seven weeks old and watched the pup-
pies and we both picked him out and
never changed our mind from when we
first saw him. As | said, we could
hardly wait until he was old enough to
use for stud. Of course, we were very
fartunate we lived very close to Wash-
ington State University, where they have
this veterinary college, and, of course,
I'd rely upon them. There were people
who kept saying, den't use him when
he's too young, you'll have inferior
puppies and so on. It wouldn't be good
for the dog, wait until they're at least
a year old. Some will say 18 months
or whatever. So | finally went over
and talked to Dr. Ott, head of the
small animal clinic, and | asked him,
and he said, "Oh that's an old grand-
mather's tale. 1f they're cld encigh to
sire-a litter of pupples, they're not
going to be inferlor, just stop and think
about it, i a sixteen year old boy
has a child, is the child inferior be-
cause it was a young father? It really
makes a lot of sense," he said, "l would
not advise you to use him regularly, but
use him one time and then wait until
he is mature." 5o he was only 9 1/2
maonths when he was used for stud on
MNeena, and three of that litter of five
finished their championship. So 1 really
didn't consider them being inferier "pup-
ples.

Did wou breed her more than
once? )

Yes, we bred her three times to
him, but the other two litters were
never as-satisfactory as the first cone.
| guess this happens quite often and you
woander why. But the first litter was
nice. In this litter there was Ch,
Vellee's Ready, Ch. Vellee's Kloshe and
Ch. Vellee's Chayka, which we had kept
ourselves. Vellee's Ready and Velee's
Kloshe were eventually sold in the
Midwest. Chayka, that was a rather
strange situation.also. We sold her as
a puppy as a pet because she was kind
of different. Her ears were really
close together, just laid up against each
ather; just right to a point and we
thought they'll never straighten out. So
there was & young couple in the town
of 5t. Maries, about sixty miles north
of us: They had come down and
wanted a puppy, 5o we sold her to
them. At about three meonths of age,
they were going to be moving into an
apartment and couldn’t keep her and

they came down to see if we would
take her back. 1 was afraid that if we
didn't, they may turn her lose or some-
thing. Sometimes you never know in

2 situation where they have to get rid
of a dog what they're going to do. Se
we did take her back. They had bought
her on, [ guess you'd say, a time pay-
ment plan, so we refunded the payments
they had made and we took her back.
We thought well, we'll resell her or
whatever. Right at that time we had
quitea- few dogs and she was more or
less kind of out in the kennel. She

a lot of fun with this puppy." But we
still didn't know what we had. [t was
still, as far as 1 was concerned, Neena
my baby. No puppy was going to come
along and beat her. {laughter) The
next day down in Lewistown, ldaho
under Carly Harriman, again MNeena was
Winners Bitch, but Chayka was Reserve
again irom the Puppy class and he alse
commented on what a lovely puppy
with so much regal quality. 'l always
remember this. 1 thought maybe that
puppy is pretty mice, ‘Shortly after
that we entered her in a show at Long-

Ch. Joli Kaluna of Vellee at 11 vri. of age.

was six months old, |1 think, and one
day my husband said, "You know, that
bitich Is getting so that she looks
pretty nice out here. I'm going to
bring her in and let's groom her up and

enter her in the upcoming show," that

was coming along very shortly after
that in Spokane.

We entered her in the Puppy class
and she was Reserve from the Puppy
class over several adult bitches including
her own dam. That was under a judge
from Canada names William Pimm. He
made the remark what a nice puppy
she was. My husband showed her that
day and he said, "You're going to have
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view, Washington. My husband was
still handling her and he didn't do a
really great job of handiing. He was
very nervous in the ring. That was
under Phil Marsh and she went from
the Puppy class Winners Bitch, Best of
Winners; Best of Opposite Sex over a
bitch special. That hurt me terribly
because - Neena was-first In Cpen bur
her daughter came along and won. [
thought now you little stink, you're
going to stay home until 1 finish this
bitch. [ don't believe Neena could have
beaten her, in any way shape or form.
| can see that now. So we kept her
home: until | finished MNeena.



There was a lady from Seattle,
who had very nice Sammies-and she
had a bitch that she was showing at the
same time. It seemed like we'd go to
the shows and one time she would have
Winners Bitch and the next time |
would have Winners Bitch. [t was just
kind of touch and go between the two
of us. When 1 finally finished Neena
she said, "Oh, I'm so glad you finished
her now maybe 1 can get mine finished.”
And. 1 said, "Ah ha, | have one at home
that's better than this." So | brought
Chayka out and we started doing the
same thing again; Chayka would go up
and her bitch would go up. Chayka
finished very quickly though, she ma-
tured very young. She didn't last as
long. You know how they do, they're
kind of over the hill when they're like
about four or five years old when they
mature so fast. But she did mature,
she had a lovely coat and she had bone
and an excellent head, showmanship like
you can't believe. She was a good
winner, she had several Best of Breeds
and several Group Placements and a
Group 1. | took over the handling,
when they start winning | take over.
(laughter) 1 had the cpportunity to get
away to the shows mere often than my
husband. He couldn't get away from
his work quite as easily as | could.

She was a joy to show. We campaigned
her in the Nerthwest quite heavily.

What was her full name?

Vellee's Chayka.

How many litters have you bred?

1 think, if 1 remember correctly,
we have only had a total of eleven
litters including 3 Pom litters. We
have pever really tried to flood the
marker. We more or less would breed
a litter to keep our own show stock
going and that was about it. We never
really went into breeding litter after
litter. We tried to be very careful
with our breeding program and 1 think
we did quite well for no more than
what we bred. I'm happy with it

What was your best litter?

The first one with Neena and
Ruff ... as far as winning, let's put it
that way. As far as producing, 1 think
[ have to say that the second genera-
tion from Neena and Ruff produced
better than what the first generation
puppies did.

Were several of those champions
bred then?

Yes. Even the second and third
generations. Because now out of
Chayka we have Ch. Vellee's Silhouette
and Vellee's Shadow. Shadow never
completed his championship, he certainly
should have, he was a nice dog but he
hated the show ring, absolutely hated
it. I'm sure you're aware how difficult
it is to do anything with a dog that is
constantly trying to get out of the
ring. He wouldn't put any effort into
his movement. Now here he was ex-
cellent and he was a good mover, with
good reach, good drive, but he'd go in
that show ring and drag. 1 actually
could outrun the dog and | definitely
can't run very fast. You just couldn't

Kahmooks Kloshe
Note soft ears -

da anything with him. [f he would
decide to turn on, hie did very well and
I think we retired him from the ring
with about 10 points, including one of
his majors. | even sent him to Cali-
fornia one time and he was the :same
way down there his time or two oul.
Then he'd just go dead. John Coloma
had him and he just couldn't do any-
thing with him either. The dog worried
himself to death while he was down
there, He was a pacer because he was
away from home and he started losing
weight so we had to bring him back
home, | thought if he hates it that
bad, why push him into it.

Silhouette had a large litter which
she had bad luck with, and we lost all
the puppies except those two. Chayka
was only bred twice: she was actually
bred three times but the third time she
didn't conceive. It was her litter from
Ch. Shaloon of Draylene that produced
Silhauette and Shadow. Sithouette was
a very nice bitch, she was small, but
she was very typey, had a lot of spark
and she finished her championship at a
very young age. She conned her way
through a lot of wins. She was show-
manship from the day she was born un-
til the day she died.

What a difference in the litter-
mates.

Yes, so diiferent, size-wise and
personality-wise, both. Shadow was a
good size dog, nice size dog, but with
a personality that wasn't very desirable.
Silhouette was probably 20 1/2" if |
stretched her, but she was a corker,
and remained a puppy until the time
she died. We'd have many people ceme
here and they'd look up and say who is
the puppy and at that time she was
maybe seven years old, but she still
looked like a puppy. From Silhouette
was Ch. Velee's Joli Sparkle of Life
owned by Vicky Vogley, and he has
produced very well. That's what 1 al-
ways felt, the grandchildren did more
for the breed than what Chayka really
did, other than she produced Silhouette
that produced Sparkle.

Who do you think was your best
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winrer?

Chayka!

Do you help your bitehes whelp?

Yes, we help them breed and
whelp. More than one time. | had
called my hushand home and had him
take the day off because for some
reason or other when they start whelp-
ing 1 just come unglued and just get
very nervous and he was more rélaxed
with that part of it, [ called him a
kennel boy because he did all the
grooming, the help with the breeding.
Of course, he did take the dogs to the
ring but he didn't really like it that
much because he's a More Nervous per-
son and he really couldn't conCentrate
on the dog that much. But he put
points on dogs and also had group place-
ments on dogs, but he was very nRervous
in the ring. Put he did all the kennel
work and grooming and the whelping:
Of course, if we felt that we were in
any trouble whatseever, as far as
whelping, why we would just bundle
them up and take them over to Wash-
ington State, which is only 25 miles
away, the university there at the med
schoal, However, we only had to do
this twice, but there was more than
gne time | had to eall for information
and they'd give me the information on
the telephone about what to do.

Sp you never had any C-sections?

No, we never had 10 have a
C-section, no problems whatsoever,

Did you supplement feed any of
them?

Yes. We used to start supple-
menting their feed usually by four
weeks, at least, We never had to when
they wére younger than that, as far as
tube feeding or anything, We were al-
ways very lucky, very fortunate. Of
course, we only had eleven litters
Probably if you're getting up in the
twentles and thirties litters you're
bound, naturally, to run inte more prob-
lems, than when you only have eleven.

One of my questions was, what
do you think about tube feeding?

[ never had to do it but I would
if I had to and 1 think it's an excellent
way to feed puppies. If they have to
be taken from the mother [ would cer-
tainly hate to have to ever do it be-
cause | can't imagine someone tube
feeding me. They say that it doesn't
hurt them, but 1 just can't see why it
wouldn't.
ing to the puppy as well as to me.
I've used a bottle on the puppies and
that is kind of tricky to make sure
that it isn't coming too fast and
strangles them. 1 den't know, maybe
tube feeding wouldn't be guite as
dangerous as bottle feeding: But as |
said we were foriunate and didn't have
to do these things. Our bitches were
good mothers; Chayka was the least
best mother. The first week or so she
was great but after that she could care
less who took care of those puppies, as
far as cleaning up behind them. We'd
go back and MNeena was the babysitter,
she'd babysit everybody's puppies, she
loved them and it didn't make any dif-

I'm sure it would be frighten-




ference whether they were hers. We
had a little Pomeranian at the ‘samé
time and she'd even babysit the Sam-
oyed puppies.

How many were usually in your
litters?

I think the largest litter we ever
had was eight and the smallest five.
However, we didn't always save that
many. We had a little problem with
Ne¢na after her first litter,; | think it
was, with saving puppies and we also
had the same problem with Chayka.
That was the litter where we lost the
ones that Silhouette and Shadow were
from. | used to argue with the vets at
Washirigton State because they say
there was no connection as far as
hereditary as to why we were having
fading puppies. We even had this prob-
lem some with Silhouette. It wds al-
ways after the first litter.

It never happened during the first
litter?

Mo and | couldn't understand that.
| knew of other families around that
had dogs that were frem some of the
same lines that also had problems with
saving puppies;, and | couldn't help but
believe that there was something heredi-
tary about it and [ still believe that,

1 used to take my pedigrees over there
and we'd sit down and go over the pedi-
grees and say this dog is related to so
and so and this one had fading puppies
and whatever. Dr. Robinette that was
in charge of that particular area of the
vet school would say, "You're probably
right but we go.on a theory and you're
going on experience.” He said this:is
why vets and breeders sometimes don't
see eye 1o eye because 1 was going on
experierice.  To me it acted something
like blue baby type thing in humans; a
blood disorder, -an RH factor.

Do you knew how mary champions
you've bred?

| can't think right off the bat.
Whenever | need to know anything like
this 1 call Vicky Vogley. 5he keeps a
record of everything and this i1s one
question | forgot to ask her last week
when 1 was talking with her. She's an
expert at keeping records and | do have
all these records. | would say probably
about eight.

Who or what has influenced your
breeding the most?

To start with, it was definitely
Lila Weir. Then, of course, Sandy
Wacenske and | worked together when
we were both starting in dogs at the
same time. We used to discuss things
back and forth together on our breed-
ing programs, or whatever. [ would
say probably Lila Weir was the maost
influencial in the breeding.

What was your long-range goal?

Best in Show, of course.

However, that never happened, but |
had a Group I, | was getting close.
(Laughter)

So you're not really done with
breeding?

The major part of it, yes. We do
plan to breed this young bitch that we
have up here. However, she's kind of

plain and not cooperating. She's only
hiad ‘one season and she's two years old
and that season was when she was
eighteen months old. So 1 dpn't know
if she's going to have a cycle of every
cighteen months or what. But I'm
holding my breath that she has another
one, because we have the stud in mind
that we hope to breed her to.

What is her registered name?

Her name is Gebba Snowblaze Al-
most Sugar. Her dam's name was Pine-
hill Sugar of Snowblaze. The dam died
very unexpectedly when the litter of
puppies were ten weeks of age. 50 we
named her Gebba Snowblaze Almost
Sugar and we call her Saccharin, Most
of the time Sacky.

Who do you plan to breed her to?

A young dog that's owned by Dr.
Meyers, that 1 think the pedigree should
blend in wery well with hers, He's a
lovely dog. | don't know how the
Meyers feel about this, but of course
I've talked to Barbara and told her that
that's who [ had in mind. He is out
of Ch. Snowblaze Mr. Pinkerton, which
goes back to oblr Joli Kaluna. 1 think
the breeder was Jack and Sandra Post
and the dog is out of, as | said, Snow-
blaze Mr. Pinkerton and their Sasha
that was Winners Bitch a few years
ago when the Mational Specialty was
held in Denver.

What is the most dogs you've
ever kept here?

The most we ever had, adult dogs,
were twelve at cne time. However,

a time or two when we had puppies,
naturally, it would be a few more. We
tried to keep it at anywhere from nine
to twelve. That is a lot of dogs and in
this area where we live the people
aren't that doggy oriented as far as
show-wise. Of course, they thought

we were nuts. To them twelve dogs is
a terrible thing, but as they became
accustomed to what we were deing and
so forth, [ think they could understand
it. But sometimes, you know that was
breeding stock, show stock and pet
stock. Pecause certainly you have many
pet quality dogs in your litters and
what do you do with them, except love
them to death.

You said that you do help with
mating and whelping, what kind of help?
We stay to see that the bitch
doesn't lay down or try to.get aggres-

sive with the dog and vice versa, or
move, we turn the male if they need
help like that. We were always quite
fertunate in the males taking care of
their own duties: There was a time or
two when they really didn't care for
the bitch that maybe was sent here. |
have oné funny incident that I've told
many times and everyone gets kind of
a charge out of it and when | stop and
1 think back about it it had to be hilar-
ious. Some people in Ohio sent a bitch
out here to be bred to our Joli Kaluna
and he actually would have no part of
that bitch, he just absolutely did not
like: Her. She was very sexy, she did
everything she could think of and he
just couldn't get turned on, | guess
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you'd say. So | waited until about her
thirteenth day and I called this lady and
told her what was happening and [ just
felt terrible because they had shipped
that bitch all the way out here and he
just did not like her. S0 | told her that
we had this son of his, Vellee's Flash
and he was a nice dog, quite similar to
his dad, a good breeding and everything,
so she said, "Yes, go ahead and use
him." She knew our Flash anyway and
had a pedigree on him. She had pedi-
grees on several of our dogs because
she had bought dogs from us before.
Since it was getting so late in her sea-
son | thought well now when | get home
from wark, | was getting home from
work along about two o'clock in the
afternoon at that time, I'll go ahead
and put those two dogs- together. Be-
cause Flash had seemed awfully inter-
ested in her when his Daddy was sup-
posed to be deing the work. 5o set
up this pen that we have that we al-
ways use and we put it out on the
morth side of the house and then that
way we'd come in until they'd get to-
gether and then we'd watch through the
window, because sometimes if we'd go
away they'd get to things a little bit
sooner. 5o | put this pen up out there
and 1 had no more than turned my back
until he had her and so 1 had a bunch
of old blankets and things and 1 just
king of hung them areund the pen. Of
course | got in the pen with them so |
could get him turned or whatever.
Ewverything was going along nicely and
a car drove in and | couldn't get the
pen open to get out. This man got out
of his rig and he started coming over
towards this pen and | thought, "Oh, my
God, what's he going to think." |
finally got the pen open and got out
before he got completely over there.
He just kept walking right over to the
pen; | guess he wanted to see what was
in that pen with all those blankets and
things hanging around there. He
started backing off and he said, 'l see
you raise puppies.” | said, "Yes and
from the locks of things we're going to
be having some more.” He said, "Now
I'm sure that you are -.. this.is old
hat with you and [ don't want
you to be embarrassed)” 1 told him |
wasn't embarrassed, but 1 could have
died. He was a vacuum cleaner sales-
man and 50 he started talking vacuum
cleaners, and 1 said, "You know, I'm
really quite busy right now and | have
all the vacuums | need and 1 don't want
to take up your time, and I really don't
have the time to talk to you." 1 often
wonder what he went home and told his
wife that night! 1 really was embar-
rassed, but [ wouldn't let it show.

Have vou sver refused to service
a bitch?

Yes, | have.

For what reasons?

Because they hadn't been x-rayed.
In fact, | guess that's the only reason
that | haven't.
) You haven't had people come with
pets that you felt the pedigree wasn't

¥
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No, you know, that's really strange,
the people that have come here with
pedigrees when | would see them, there
was always a tie in, when it was just
pet quality.

One time theére was a bitch that
had been bought in Hawaii and you just
couldn't believe it. The people lived in
Pullman at that time. They were on
the faculty over there at Washington
State. | had a restaurant in Moscow,
Idaho and she had heard about it and
she came over there and talked with
me. 1 asked her to bring the pedigree,
however, their bitch had already been
x-rayed, they were familiar with hip
dysplasia and all that. When I saw
that pedigree | was happy to see that
she was sired by a lttermate of
Saroma's Snow Beauty that had been
sold from Seattle and gone to Hawaii
to live, So it tied in very well and it
was @ nice litter of puppies,

That was another kind of funny
thing. This lady wasn't familiar with
breeding programs, or dog talk, and
she couldn't bring herself to say bitch,
it was "my little girl" - 1 was the

same way when [ first started, 1 might
add - | explained to her how to watch
for her when she came in season and
this and that. So one day she came in
my restaurant and handed me this note
and when 1 opened the note it said,
Miley is menstruating. (laughter) 1
kind of had to laugh to myseli and ex-
plained to her to take her down to the
vet school and have a smear test done

and they would tell her exactly when ...

because she didn't want to bring her
over and leave her, she was her baby.
| told her to take her dog in and they
would tell her exactly when to bring
her over and she did, She was here
then for four or five days and she
came back into the luncheonette one
day and said to me very shy like, "ls
Miley still a virgin?" 1 said, "No, she
isn't." {laughter) To her that meant
her baby was a big girl now.

What do you think a Sammie
puppy should sell for?

In this area they certainly don't
sell for nearly as much as what they
do in your area, or in the East and
Midwest. | think that for show qual-
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ity puppies you should start at at
least EBC‘G or 5350, but you just can't
get that out here in this area, you just
can't, The Seattle area [ think is a
little better than here.. This was
antther reason why we never really
raised a lot of litters, because we
couldn't keep them all and you just
couldn't get a decent price for them.
1 feel that if a person doesn't pay a
good price for a puppy they are nol as
concerned about what happens to the
puppy- If they pay good money for a
puppy they're going to make sure that
the puppy ... you feel very certain
that they're going to take good care
of the puppy. We never would sell to
someone who didn't have a confined
area and when | say confined area, |
didn't mean chaining, [ meant a
fenced in area with an area to play.

We have refused the sale of a
couple of puppies. In one particular
instance this fellow became very upset
with me becauvse | wouldn't séll him a
puppy. She was- eleven months old and
she was pet quality, but she was a
nice puppy and she had good breeding.
They lived in a mobile home and they
were going to tie her when they were
in school; they were both in school at
the University of Idaho. 1 told him no
because the puppy had never been tied,
she's going to bark and your neighbors
will become unhappy about that, and
they'll come back to you and you'll
come: back to us, and it is really no
fault of the dog. | don't believe in
tieing a ‘dog, she isn't used to it and
she's going to be unhappy. He was
very upset, but 1 didn't let him have
the puppy. He thought | was too [ussy
and | guess | was, but that's my feel-
ing. We learned the hard way .. we
never did tie a dog. Ewven when
we would let them run loose, pecple
would say we're 200 feet off the high-
way and they won't go to the highway,
well that isn't true. Sammies are
FOAMmers.

Do vou -sell on terms, or is (il
cash only?

As a rule it was cash only, not
especially because we requested it but
because that was just the way people
did it. Except for Chayka, who was
sold and returned to us. | would maybe
hesitate to sell on terms. [t would
depend entirely upon who the person
was and how well 1 knew them, etc.;
if they were involved with dogs and
had been for some time, | don't think
I would hesitate that much. The most
important thing to me is that the dog
would be gomng to a good home. [ have
even placed show dogs in homes that |
knew wanted a show dog and really
didn't see that they could buy one,
when maybe I'd have too: many dogs on
hand and | needed to get the dog out
and | wanted 1o sée someone get a
good dog. This has only happened once
or twice, but we have done that.

How do you feel about co-owner-
ships and puppy baock agreements?

I you know the persan very, very
well-and you have a mutual agreement,



on paper, | think it probably is all
right. 1 know a lot of people do it.
Again, where we only had the eleven
litters it really wasn't required. 1 did
that one time with Vicky Vogley with
her Silva. Silva was a puppy that my
husband had taken for a breeding of
the bitch that he co-owned with a lady
and then we in turn sold her to Vicky.
She was looking for a brood bitch. She
was interestéd in another one that we
had bred and had seld that was again
for sale. That particular bitch was a
little bit older. 1 wasn't particularly
happy with the bitch that Vicky was
considering buying, but 1 thought this
puppy, Silva, was a very, very nice
puppy at that time. The other bitch
was beginning to get a little soft in
the back., She was a little older and
they had let her get extermely fat, |
don't know if it was from that or
what. [ knew that Vicky was interested
in breeding stock and show stock.
After all the bitch had corne from our
place so I felt that | shiould tell Vicky
that | didn't think that's what she
wanted because of the topline. She
apreed with me and she appreciated
my telling her this. So I told her
about Silva and that if she would like
ta see her | would send her out and
for her to feel free to ship her back if
she wasn't perfectly satisfied. [ think
that Silva was, at that time, probably
five or six months old. She was to the
point where you could see she was a
nice bitch. They loved her immeédiate-
ly, Vicky's husband said that when she
turned around in the crate, when they
picked her up at the airport, and looked
out at him he thought it was the most
beautiful head he'd ever seen. 5She did
have a lovely head and she produced
very, very well for Vicky.

Afrer Silva was bred, Vicky chose
the stud and 1 just left everything up
to her. [t didn't make any difference
ta me because she's such a conscien-
tious breeder and person, 1 knew that
everything was going to be great there.
We took a puppy from that litter, that
was Christori's Paka of Vellee, 1 went
back to Chicago and picked her out.
She kept three bitches there at the
house until they were five months old
because 1 couldn't get out there before
that and they were all three in crates,
separate crates, when 1 went down to
the family room to logk at them. 1l
always remember Paka was in the cen-
ter crate when | saw her. She was
still in the crate and she looked at me
like this has got to be it. 1 stayed
there five days and not one time did
I ever change my mind after I saw the
three of them out. Vicky had also
said that she was sure that's the one
I'd pick so she had kept herself from
beceming attached to her bécause she
was almaost sure that that's the one 1
would pick.

Paka was a nice bitch and | was
judging quite a lot at that time and 1
wasn't doing justice 1@ that puppy, get-
tirg her out to the show ring and
whatever. | finally decided that it

wasn't fair to Paka and it wasn't fair
to Vicky that 1 had pick of the litter
and wasn't campalgning her to her
fullest extent. When Dr. Meyers had
seen her the first time after 1 brought
her home, he said if you ever decide 1o
sell her I'd like to have first chance,
and 1 said okay. As time went on and
{ could see that 1 wasn't getting her
out like 1 should, about the time I'd
think about going te a show 1'd get an
assignment In the area and then that
would stop things. So | called Dr.
Meyers and told him that 1 had decided
to sell her and he said, "Are you sure,"
and 1 said, "Yes, I'm going to for her
good. It isn't fair to Vicky that | took
pick of the litter and I'm not doing
what 1 should and 1 felt a little guilty
about it." He still santed her but he
said I'm going to give you two weeks
to think this over because 1 don't want
to come down and get her then have
you be sorry for what you're doing-

I said, "Well, I'm going to ieel bad
about it because | love her very dearly
and she was a nice puppy.”" 3o |
waited the two weeks, called him back
and told him that [ still felt the same
way. They decided 1o come down the
next night. He said, "Now are you
going to be upset,” and [ said, "Yes,

I am upset, but 1 did my crying before
you got here," But she was close and
I'd get to see her. There were only

a few places that | would have ever
let Paka go, and that was ene of the
places. | would have let her go back
to Vicky, and, of course, there were

a few other places, She was a very
lovable bitch and she produced well for
them. She finished very easily. I'm

very proud of her, and 1'm sure Vicky
is. She agreed with me that it was
the thing to do.

i '{ﬂ s ;

What do vou feel is a fair stud
fee?

Well, I've kind of got out of that
part of it for a few years and I'm
really not sure just exactly what they
do get, but 1 would say probably 5150
| don't know for sure just exactly what
they're getting for stud fee at the
present time on their champions.

Do you think it should make a
difference if they're champions or not?

| think so, yes. [ think that the
dog has earned that.
cpportunity to raise the prices a little
bit as he gets a title.

At what age do you like te place
pupples?

Pet stock we never let them go
before eight to ten weeks, when you
can definitely tell that they're pet
stock right from the start We never
let them go before eight weeks. Show
stock, if we felt that they were poten-
tial show guality, then we would try
to keep them four or five menths.
After six months you can tell that
they aren't going to fall apart.

I'm sure that it's very disappointing if
you sell something for show quality at
eight weeks of age and then It comes
back to you at ten months ‘or whatever,
and it's just abselutely gross! It's

very difficult to tell before that time.
So 1 would say that show guality you
should keep around, if at all possible,
until they're three to five months, or
even clder.

When you were saying the price
should be $350, or something like that,
is that for an older dog?

No, | think the ofder they get the
more the price would be if you defi-
nitely feel that they're going to be and
know that they're going to be show
quality, then you would price them

Ch. Pinehills Sugar of Snowblaze and puppy, Cebba Snowblaze Almond Sugar.
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accordingly. If they've been out to
shows, if they're past six months of
age and they've been out and maybe
even won their class or a point or two,
then you price accordingly, At least
that's the way I feel | would do it

and | have done that. If 1 bought
something [ would feel that it was

fair if the other party did that.

At what age do you like to do
your evaluating?

I think I start practically from
day one, and you change your mind
from day to day, that's for sure.

It's an ongoing process?

Right.  You can kind of tell bone,
the shape of the skull and so forth
right away. After they get a few
weeks old you forget it for awhile,
that's for sure. On some, now for
instance like Neena, as | said, was a
regular ugly duckling, she was naturally
cute when we brought her home, be-
cause she was like ten weeks old at
the time or something like that, and
she was a little fuzzy thing. She did
ge through a very, very gangly teen-
ager age for a long time. Ruffl,
Kaluna and Chayka matured fast, they
were never ugly puppies. Ruff was
very masculine looking right from the
day we brought him home. There was
no doubt about it. When you looked at
him you knew right off that he was
a male. He was a nice dog. He
could have been a little larger, he
wasn't an overly large dog, he was
well within the Standard; cobby dog,
very typey looking, lovely head.

I know you mentioned vou started
with linebreeding, how do you [eel
about inbreeding, linebreeding and
outerassing?

We never really did any inbreed-
ing. 1 think' that once in a while when
circumstances prevailed, inbreeding is
all right. I certainly wouldn't do it
maore than one time. 1f you inbreed
one time then you should go out quite
a ways the next time or even possibly
outcross. | think inbreeding is all
right if you have the qualities in a
dog and biteh that you want.

Have you done much outcrossing?

Mo, we really haven't. Even when
we bred Chavka to Impy, which is
Shaloon of Drayalene, you see that it
still went back to your California line.
Kobe and | brought in Drayalene. We
did that for a special purpose, we
needed some angulation in our dogs and
Impy had this. He was producing it
and we got it. That was a good
breeding, it was a very good breeding.
Chayka was a little straight in stifle,
MNeena was a little straight in stifle,
they moved well., ['ve heard a lot
people say that a dog that is straight
in stifle can't move, but that can be
wrong, some can. Because Neena won
on her movement and she was quite
straight in fact. The same with Chay-
ka. I've had other people tell me that
and | know it was true, [ could see
it myself, but I wasn't awfully happy
to say they had this. This was exactly
the reason that we bred to Shaleon of

Drayalene.

Would you breed to a dog with @
serfous fault, 'If he hod otner outstand-
ing points?

No, | don't think so. We tried
that when we were first getting
started, going back to the dog with the
floppy ears. Different people said you
can breed it out. Well, we tried breed-
ing it cut and we were still getting a
thin ear and also soft ears. However,
there would be one or two in the litter
that the ears wouldn't come up on at
all.

So wou never really got rid of
the trait ot all?

No, it was still there.

Do you think some traits are
n}ure difficult than others to get rid
af?

I'm sure they are and 1 would
say floppy ears is one of them, also
the soft ear and the thin ear. That
isn't what our Standard calls for, so

I think we should stay away from it as
much as possible.

Do you think it's both the thinness
of the ear and the size?

The thinhess of the ear and the
size both contribute to the ear that
doesn't want to come up on its own.
But | think that probably the size may
have more to do with it than the thin-
ness, but I still don't like to see a
thin ear that looks pinky when the
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sun's shining on the opposite side and
you can almost see through it. You do
see that once in a while, the thin ear.
Their ears should be thicker as our
Standard says.

Mary people seem to want to
breed to the current big winner, how
do you feel about that?

I think they're missing the boat,

1 think they should go back to what
produced the big winner. At least a
littermate to the sire if the sire is no
longer available, or even think of the
dam. | think a lot of people put too
much emphasis on a stud dog. 1 think
the dam has just as much to contribute
to this as the stud dog, maybe some-
tirmes more. When we were first start-
ing-in dogs, there was a fellow that
lived in Spokane, Washington that
owned a dog by the name of Jack
Frost. I'm sure some of the people
that have been in Samoyeds longer than
I have will remember the fellow's

name. He told me and my husband
one time when we were visiting him
that the ugliest bitch that he had in
his kennel produced the best but she
was never show quality. She was bred
to several different studs and she al-
ways produced well. 5o that kind of
proves a point, that they do contribute
quite a lot more than what they're
given credit for. After all if we didn't
have nice producing bitches we wouldn't



have many good dogs, we wouldn't have
any dogs if we didn't have the bitches.

I've also heard that the bitch has
more to do with the temperament of
the puppies, simply because she's
around them more. How do you feel
about that?

Well, that's probably very true, |
never really stopped to think about it
But it sounds very reasonable.

For instance, a shy temperamented
bitch might influence her puppies.

1 think that could be very true.

I really had never heard that and 1
haven't thought about it before, but |
think it could certainly be very true.
Now 1 have had a dog or two that were
shy, one in particular was Flash. He
turned out to be rather shy. He was
out of Saroma's Snow Beauty and Joli
Kalupa and neither one of them were
shy, they were very outgeing and had
very nice personalities. | think, actu-
ally, Flash's problem was our fault, |
think he was kennel shy. We had quite
a few dogs right at that particular
time and he may not have been getting
the attention he needed. Some dogs.
can grow up on their own and it doesn't
make any difference. But there are
others that need attention from day
one, He grew very accustomed to his
own little hacienda and he did not like
getting out of his rum; he didn't like
traveling. A lovely dog, beautiful dog,
very, very typey, with tremendous coat,
a pretty dog, but he didn't even like

it if he was changed from his run to
one of the others. He had to be in his
own, otherwise he paced, he drooled,
he was nervous, upset, he was a chore
to care for, he really was. 5o con-
sequently, even though | had suggested
breeding him 1o that bitch, at that
time | didn't realize his personality.

He was never used as a stud again. 1
didn't like his personality.

But you did say he was the one
used on that one bitch under the
blankets?

Yes, and they did produce a nice
litter, It was a nice litter and several
of them finished, and the people were
very happy. However, that's the only
time he was used at stud.

How many litters do you think a
bitch should have?

1t would depend | guess on how
well she produces, but not more than
one a year or one every eighteen
months until they're six years old, may-
be. We never bred ours that often. |
don't believe in just puppy after puppy,
litter after litter. Some people will
preed a well-producing bitch twice in
a row if they're in geod physical condi-
tion and then skip two or three seasons.
But they may be doing that for a pur-
pose because maybe their stud dog is
no longer going to be around, or maybe
it's getting up in years and they do
want another litter from them. How-
ever, with the frozen semen now 1
think if this really gets going good, will
probably take care of some of that.

Do you think, if you're going to
breed them a couple of times fairly

quickly, it makes a difference: (f the
first litter was small or large, would
you be more likely to breed again?

If a litter was farge | don't think
1 would be apt to breed again. If it
was maybe a small litter where it
didn't drain the bitch down to skin and
bones, it probably wouldn't be that
damaging to the bitch if she had may-
be one or two or three puppies, to
breed them again their next cycle if
they have been well cared for and back
in physical condition. But if they had
a large litter I certainly wouldn't con-
sider it at all.

What do vou look for when you're
evaluating your pupples?

Movement, of course, Of course,
when they're real tiny you can't really
tell asbout that. Also | look for cow-
hocks and | look at the head and bone.
You can tell that right away. Even
though the bores are tiny you can still
gompare. But I'm quite a gait nut so
I'm very conscientious of their move-
ment. | judge the dogs on TV and the
pets walking down the street, (laughter)
you just automatically do this i you
see a dog on TV moving away from you
you'te going to watch to see how it's
maoving., You'd be surprised how many
you see ... I'm not talking about show
dogs on TV, I'm just talking about dogs
in general. Or if you're in town or
in the city park you'll see a dog walk-
ing down the street and you just sub-
conciously watch the movement; horses,

cows; whatever - people! (laughter}
Mot really.
Bid you cull?

We only did once.

What was the reason for that?

We had two puppies with major
faults, hereditary.

Would you have for any other
reason, if certain things had shown up?

Mot unless it was very drastic.
But in this particular instance 1 didn't
feel that it was something that we
wanted to place in -a home for a pet,
for several reasons. [ was ready to
quit breeding right then, 1 told my
husband that if this: was going to be
part of it I'm done.

Were these both in the same
litter?

Yes and it upset me and bothered
me, the fact that the puppies had to
be put to sleep.

You hear sometimes of people
that that's the way they restrict the
size of the litter and decidé how many
they're going to have.

I've heard this also. ['ve also
heard that people once a dog is over a
show career or breeding career that
they have the dogs put dewn because
they have served their purpose and |
think that's one of the cruelest things
that can happen. Our dogs live to a
ripe old age unless they become physi-
cally unfit or in pain or whatever, then
yes, but it bothers me to do this, We
had to have Chayka put down - she
was in-a lot of pain. She developed a
uterine infection that was very toxic
and she was suffering. When we first

]

discovered this, of course 1 had her
over at the clinic. They told me that
it would come to the point where she
would be suffering a lot. He told me
when it happens don't let her suffer.
She was only ten years old when this
happened. She got down and she
couldn't get up and she just screamed
with pain, and so immediately we took
her right over. It was probably one of
the hardest things l've ever done.

Do your dogs usually live longer
than ten years?

Yes. They usually live until
they're twelve or fourteen. That was
a sad day when | took Chayka over
there. However, | happened to have a
friend, a very close friend, that worked
there. She met me at the lobby and
asked me if I'd like her to take Chay-
ka in and 1 said, "Yeés, | would.” 5he
said she'd stay with her the whole
time. 1 just couldn't do it myself, she
was too close to me, she'd done too
much for me. But whether they were
winners or not, | felt the same way, |
always cried and carried on.

We had a little Pomeranian that
was a little spotled house pet. We
bought her as a pet but we decided to
show her. We had just exactly what
we paid for, pet quality, so we only
showed her a couple of times. 5he had
everything wrong with her that a
Pomeranian shouldn't have, the flat
toat, the mask, too much bone, too
long in the back, but she was a dall
and she was like a child to us. We
both still miss her veéry much and that
was probably the saddest time, when
we had to have her put to sleep be=-
cause she had arthritis very badly and
she was really suffering, but she was
old at the time this happened. That's
the part | don't like in raising dogs.
Even prior to the time that Muffin,
the Pomeranian, had to be put to sleep,
I would think; Oh what's going to hap-
pen when we have te put her to sleep,
how am 1 going te take this? 1 still
miss her very much and she's been dead
probably six or eight years. We ac-
quired her and Meena right at the same
time, I think it was three months apart
and they were practically raised to-
gether, they were very good buddies.
Meena was the only one, actually, that
Muffin would tolerate of the Samoyeds.
Meena wasn't allowed to come too
close to Muffin, personal property.

I would like you to describe what
wou feel the ideal conformation of the
Sammie is, overall?

Naturally, I féel that the ideal
Samoyed is what our Standard calls for,
I like a2 Samoyed that is approximately
23-23 1/2, maybe even 24 inches at the
withers.

What about a femaole?

21 1/2, 22", Chayka was a 22"
bitch; however, | had several pecple,

(I never had a judge) who felt that she
was too large. She was a good size
bitch, but when it came to winning
breed and group placements | think you
need a larger bitch to compete against
the male: Getting back to what 1 like,




Vellee's Chayka

| don't want an overly large dog, 1
don't like a dog with too heavy of
bone, to the point where they're going
to look punky. I'd want enough bone
s0 that they'd leok like a working dog,
that's for sure. [ like a good head. 1
like a small ear, thick, well covered
with hair, broad muzzle. 1 don't care
for the longer length of head, as well
as [ do the shorter, I like it in propor-
tion. However, I'm not poing to say
that 1 wouldn't go along with the head
of either type, because body has prei-
erence over head, as far as I'm con-
cerned.

Mow at orie time in my life and
in breeding; | may not have thought
this way, but when | started judging |
had to change because | know that the
dog doesn't pull the sled or do the
work with his head. 1f they don't have
a good body they're not geing to be
able to stand up out there. There have
been times that [ have given the dog
Winners, or bitch, whichever the case
may be, that maybe 1 didn't really care
for the head, but they would have a
body that you just couldn't overloak
and movement. Or they may even

have ears that were too large, more
than what ! prefer, but yet | would
overlook that because they had such a
lovely body, | definitely feel that this
is the way it should be and | think that
any breeder or exhibiter and surely any
judge would feel the same way., How-
ever, there's been a few times that |
feel that maybe the prettiest has, not
in my particular situaticn, but other
times that 1've seen happen, that 1
think maybe the prettiness of the dog
has. been overwhelming and that they
didn't pay maybe as much attention to
the movement. But I feel that the dog
should be able to move, because if
they can't move they're not put to-
gether properly and that's all there s
to it. The tail carriage, up and over
naturally, 1 don't care for a dog with
a low set tail. When I say dog I'm
not talking about the male per se, but
dogs and bitches.

Coat-wise, | can go along with
the dog that doesn't have all the glam-
ourous type coat, as long as the coat
is of good quality. | prefer one that
has a quantity as well, but | have gone
along with dogs that have been partial-
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ly out of coat; or at least | have
placed them, maybe not always giving
them the purple ribbon or the Best of
Breed ribbon, or whatever. 1've placed
them to let the person know that | do
like that dog because whén theyre let-
ting it all hang out you certainly can't
miss it. And coat can certainly hide
a lot of that, As [ said, | prefer a
guantity of coat, but quality is really
the most important thing.

What about eves?

| like a dark eye, | can go along
with a medium light eye, and perhaps
there have been times when 1've gone
with a dog that maybe had a lighter
eye than what | really liked if they had
all the other qualifications. 1 like the
almond shaped eye, definitely, [ don't
care for the round eye that really
takes away from the appearance. [t
seems like, for some reason or other, if
you see a‘dog that has a round eye,
they really stand out.

How about pigment?

It's more desirabie if they have
a full pigment, but I'm not against
going along with a dog that has broken
lipline, unless it is very excessive.

How about snow nose, dees that
influence you at all?

Mot that much, no. It doesn't
bother me all that much. They're un-
desirable, certainly ... cosmetic type
of thing. However, our Standard
doesn't call for it. If [ had two dogs
of equal quality, then yes; if I had to
get down to the nitty gritty. | would
have to penalize the dog with the
lighter nose. But it isn't too often
that you get one that is so equal that
you have to use that as your final de-
cision, at least 1 haven't.

Let's talk about [ronts.

[ want a good front; 1 require
that they must have a good front. |
don't like the bow-legged type out at
the shoulder, down in the pastern type
dog. 1 want a straight front.

How about the 45 degree angle, do
vou feel that's possible?

Very rarely is there a dog that
has a complete 43, but 1 like a good
angle, yes. As much as you possibly
can get, up to the 45, but | don't
thirk that you find It too often. Ii's
pretty rare.

What about the rear, as far as
angulation?

Yes, 1 like angulation, as 1 said,
this was one of the problems that we
had there at one time that we needed
more angutation. 1 like the angulation
so that they have the reach and the
drive and so forth that they need with
the angulation-and | want a straight
rear. [ do not like a dog that has
long hocks, that is undesirable as far
as I'm concerned. The 5Standard
doesn't call for it. But we do see it
from time to time, sometimes a little
too often. And quite often, it seems
to me,; that | will find that if a dog is
extra long in the hocks it has a ten-
dency to be cowhocked, or close in the
rear at least.

Do you feel there's a certain re-




lationship between length and height
that you should see in a Sammie?

Yes, 1 think they should be, what
aur Standard calls for, the 5% off. |
certainly don't like to see a dog that
is too short and cobby because they
aren't going to be able to reach like
they should. 1 don't want to see them
too long in the back, as a rule you'll
find that they are weak in the back,
if they're too long. | think the 5%
makes a very eye appealing dog and
gives them the strength they need and
the proper movement, without having
other things wrong with them.

Let's talk about mevement - what
should a dog fook like coming at you,
going away, from the side, can you
describe that?

I think this has probably been said
over and over and over but ... MNaturally
coming ‘at me, | want a dog that single
tracks. Side movement that's reaching,
driving; not reaching so much to the
point that they're going to be lifting
the legs so high in the front that
they're going. to wear themselves oul.

I like to see the topline remain as
level as possible. A dog that is
straight coming and going, let's put it
that way; not toging in or out.

What is the ideal Samoyed foot?

A hare foot, | do not like the cat
foot that we are seeing all too often
in a lot of our Samoyeds these days.
That middle toe should be longer than
the other ones, making the hare foot.
When the middle toe is the same
length as the other toes you're going
to get your cat foot; and not only that,
the exhibitors are trimming their feet
to make them look like cat feet. True
they look neater but that isn't the true
type of foot and that isn't what the
Standard calls for. The dog with a cat
foot is not going to be able to walk
on the top of the snow, they're going
to break through so they need that
longer foot to stay on the top. If you
stop and think about what the dog was
bred for, this would tell you that they
shouldn't have a cat foot and we are
seeing this too often. [ don't know
where it's coming from, and | don't
understand it. [ | had a dog that had
cat feet or too short of toes 1 would
fet the hair grow and try to shape it
to look like ‘a hare foot so that you
can fool the judge, because after all
that's what the exhibitor is usually
trying to do, fool the judge. (laughter)
Of course judges are onto this, because
they have exhibited themsleves. They
should know what to look for and one
thing is cat feet on Samoyeds. No, |
am not happy when I see this.

How about color, does that affect
yvou at all!

It doesn't bother me a bit.

Do you feel that has enything te
do with the picking?

1 think that it is very essential
that we do have the biscuits, if we had
pure white dogs, eventually we would
be losing our pigment. 1 think the
white dogs are maybe more eye appeal-
ing, but | don't pay a bit of attention,

as far as biscuit. We've always had a
little biscuit in ours, not a lot, but
there's a little gal that we have out
there, Saccharin, has freckles and she
should have been called Freckles. Most
all of ours have always carried some
biscuit in the head, across the top of
the head and the ears and so forth.
Once ina while you'll see some that
do have so much biscuit it really deters
away from the attraction, but [ still
wouldn't let it change my thoughts, if
it's. a good dog, no way would | consid-
er giving it to a dog that wasn't
better just because he had more white
coat.

Do you think the white s pre-
ferred over the biscult by judges?

Yes, I do. Maybe not breeder-
judges. But it doesn't bother me at
all, not at all.

How would vou describe the ideal
tempergment of a Sammie?

I like a very animated dog, | like
a pleasant, outgoing temperament. Not
a withdrawn dog, shy. In a show ring
[ certainly do not like to-see a dog
that looks like it is hypnotized. | like
it standing more carefree and on its
own; but animated. [ don't want one
that's dancing up and down that you
can't see all four feet on the ground
at one time. But 1 like an outgoing
dog. )

How intelligent do you feel the
Samoyed s compared to otheér breeds?

Campared to other breeds | don't

know ... | think they're pretty smart,

they can outsmart me many times. Of

Ch. Vellee!
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course since we haven't really had a
lot of other breeds, I've heard some
people say they're dumb and stubborn,
but I can't see that at all. The ane
that we did have in cbedience; she
was an excellent obedience dog. My
husband trained her, and, of ‘course,
he's a perfectionist; when he does
something he does it very, very well,
Not only in that but other things. She
was very good and she picked it up
real fast. Saccharin, out here, for
instance, and I really haven't worked
with her all that much, She's alone in
the kennel at the present time and she
gets a little bored, so in the evenings,
especially, she has this tendency to
bark at the birds. So I will go to the
door when she's barking and she will
immediately go in the kennel. But if
you go to the door and she isn't bark-
ing, like any time during the day, she
never goes in the kennel. But she
associates her barking and us Coming
to the door with her being reprimanded
and going to the kennel. Mow if [ go
to the door while she's barking, 1 just
point to the kennel and she walks in
the kennel, then she peeks back out
the door to see if I'm still there, [f
I'm there she'll back up and if I'm not
there she'll come on back out.

Going back to Joli Kaluna, old
Ruff as we called him, big Ruff and
the young Ruff we called little Ruffj
it should be reverse because little Ruff
was actually larger than big Ruff.
When Ruff was coming home after a
show we would drive over the hill and
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e would start backing up in his crate,
pulling back because he knew when he
got here that he had to get out, and
he wasn't finished with his ride. He
didn't want to get out because he knew
he would have to go back to the ken-
nel. Many times | wouldn't be able to
get him out of that crate because he
would be pulling one way and 1 would
be pulling in the other direction and
he wouldn't come out - he was strong.
So I finally had to outsmart him, | got
so that [ would stop at the service
station up here at the top of the hill,
he would get out of his crate because
he thought we were going someplace
and then 1 would close the crate door,
put him back in the station wagon and
then when [ got to where | was going
| could get him cut. In that particular
instance | was smarter than that dog.
It was only when he was in his erate
he would back up.

Do you think Sommies are happier
when you have more than one?

Yes, | do. [ think that they get
a little bored. Leland co-owns little
Ruif, Christoris Tribute To Ruff,
with Vicky Vogley and he will more
than likely be bringing him home the
first time 1 go back to the Chicago
area. [ more than likely won't be back
there this year, | have quite a few
assignments coming up in other direc-
tions. So 1 doubt if he will be home
much before next Spring, but he will
be coming home to stay then. He
needed to be campaigned and there
were bitches wanting to be bred to him,
I den't know if the bitches wanted
to be bred 1o him, but the owners
were wanting to breed their bitches to
him. [It's <o expensive to ship a bitch
this day and age and Vicky was willing
to handle him and take care of the
breeding and so forth and so on, She
wanted to campaign him for a while
so- he's back there with her.

But he's [inished?

Oh, yes. He's been finished for
quité some time. He's been producing
very well, he has 9 champions so far.

How do you feel about Samoyeds
being in the house a lot? Do you feel
ft's better for them to be out?

I think it's better for them. Ours
seem to be happler out, now they love
to come in, but théy're ready to go
out and wsually on their own. Neena
would never have gone out, she would
have lived in, ard she -did live in most
of the time, She was raised in the
house practically from day one because
she was alone when we first got her,
just her and Muffin the Pomeranian,
and they were raised in the house. We
really didn't have that much of a ken-
nel at that time. We had a little old
kennel that's out here-at the side and
we had two runs. Then aiter we got
g0 many, | didn't feel it was fair for
one to be in all the time so she still
had to take her turn geing-out. She
always had her nose out of joint when
she was out there, she loved to come
in.

$he was an adorable dog to live

Vellee's Shadow

with, very easy to live with. 3ome
are not easy to live with, This dne
up here isn't that easy to live with
because she's a busybody. You have
to entertain her the whole time she's
in here, constantly. Old Ruff was easy
to live with, but Neena was the easiest
to live with of any that we've ever
had. She actually could do everything
except talk, she was a very intelligent
dog. When she was being campaigned
and 1 stopped to exercise her | never
put her on a lead or anything. She
just hopped out of the car, did her
dity and walked along beside us. |
used to travel with a lady that had
Norwegian Elkhounds, and she was
amazed. She sald, "1 couldn't thirk
of taking one of my Elkhounds out of
the car because they'd be long gone."
Even when we would be at the shows,
I mean like at the motel, and would
take the dogs outside to exercise, the
only time | would ever put a lead on
Neena was i we had to cross the
street. But if [ was on the same side
of the street, she never left my side
and she wasn't obedience trained, this
was just her. She always slept free in
the room. We would be getting ready
the next morning to get to the show
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grounds and it was hustle bustle, this
and that, and she would stretch out
right in the middle of the room and
you would have to step over or around
her whatever you wanted to do, she
wasn't about to be getting up until it
was time for her to leave. Then when
it was time to go, all I would do was
rattle the chain and, boy, she would do
a somersault, she was on those feet
and ready to go. She was just a jewel.

Do you think it i{s belter for their
conl to be kept out?

Yes, 1 do. They have a tendency
to have a dry coat, flaky if they are
inside too. much. Neena, by the way,
was a littermate to Saroma's Polar
Prince, Peppy, that Martha Beale
owned. They were very much alike
size-wise, Peppy was a prettier dog
than Neena was. ['m not saying Neena
was an ugly dog after she matured; but
1. can't remember Peppy going through
the gangly stage that MNeena did. But
they were the sarne type, quality and
quantity of coat, not profusely heavy
coated, but sufficient, and a very good
guality. The movement was a lot alike,
I think it was very easy te tell they
were littermates. Peppy did a lot of
winning and | was always just as




pleased as punch when he would win be-
cause he was a littermate to Neena.
The time Chayka went Best of Opposite
Sex from the puppy. class, that day

the Best of Breed was Peppy and he
want on to Best in Show that night.

So | always bragged a little and said
that Chayka was Best of Opposite Sex
to the Best in Show dog.

Do you feel the Semoyed Standard
is a good one?

Yes, | do. 1 don't feel that there
are a lot of changes to be made. |
think maybe there could be a few
things that could be clarified. Boning
heavier than expected leaves that de-
scription rather loose. [ don't know
just exactly how one would go about
clarifying it. Other than saying medi-
um boned or heavy boned. Some peo-
ple may consider a medium boned dog
differeritly than what | consider a
medium boned dog. Saccharin 1 con-
sider being light boned. 1 shouldn't
say that because a judge might say I
said she was light boned. But | would
prefer seeing her with a little more
bone. But others may consider her
bone te be sufficient for her size be-
cause she isn't a very big bitch at all,
she's a little on the small side, but
not too small,

Do you think there should be any
disqualifications or any other major
changes?

I think probably a size disqualifi-
cation if anything.

Minimum or maximum?

Both. If | was going to have one
I'd have both. 1 would say what it is
now at 23 1/2% ' To me that is an
ideal size. If they were going to

change it at all, maybe even 23 3/4",
but | certainly wouldn't have more
than a maximum of 24" [ think then
they begin to get oversized.

And that's true for bitches as
well?

Yes.

Do wou think that the larger
bitches produce any better?

They may have a little easier
time but 1 don't know that they pro-
duce any better.

Do you feel that Samoyeds should
be specialed?

¥Yes. There's no reason why peo=-
ple shouldn't campaign their bitches.

If they have a good bitch 1 think they
should let the people know, that you're
proud of it, that she's goed and that
she should have her recognition the
same as the dog. 1 think that's dis-
proven in many breeds, maybe not only
in Samoyeds because we have had
several Samoyed bitches that have done
very, very well for the breed, as well
as in the show ring; right at the
present time there're good bitches
being campaigned that are doing very
well and I think that they certainly de-
serve it. [ can think of a couple, right
off hand, without mentioning names
that are doing very well and they're
very, very nice bitches. Other breeds,
look at thern, some of the winning that
the bitches are doing.

What I hear a lot in the heavier
coated breeds is that it's a [ittle
tougher to campaign a bitch, than in
like: Greyhounds, for instance where the
coat is virtually the same.

Oh, you mean due to the fact
that they don't carry as much coat.

That bitcheés have more trouble
winning in heavier-coated breeds.

That could very possibly be true.
However, Chayka didn't seem to be
affected because she did carry a heavy
coat. However, if you did have a
bitch ... for instance MNeena, did not
carry a heavy <oat ... when she got to
be about 6-§ years old, she had a
beautiful, beautiful heavy coat. But at
the time she was being exhibited she
never had much. Her picture, if you'll
notice, is not good because she always
looked shy on coat: We never could
understand it.

Does that happen often?

I really don't know. Chayka never
seemed to get a heavier coat after she
got older. Of course, Silhouette and
Chayka always carried a heavy coat;
Silhouette more so than Chayka. That
was another thing I think we got from
Impy - coat. He had a very profuse
coat and Shadow and Silhouette both
had that and it was: passed right on te
Sparkle.

Do you. feel that a dog being in
the Top Ten or the Top Twenty means
a lot?

Well, 1 don't know.
and cons both ways.

There's pros
I don't know who

it means the most to, the owners, the
breeders, the handlers, or who. Sure

it means-a lot but you have to consider
how much that dog has been shown,
How big are the shows, what's the size
of the entries, how many other dogs did
he actually compete against ... all of
that is something you have to consider,
It would be very, very difficult living
where [ live, to have a dog in the Top
Ten unless you shipped the dog to
another area where the shows were
right at your back deoor. I'm out here
in the tooleys and we just don't have
that many shows around. When | was
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exhibiting 1 traveled to the Seattie
area; Portland area, ete. Sure we
have some shows, but | could never get
a dog in the Top Ten keeping him in
My Own area.

1 always felt and others have told
me that at the time Chayka was being
campaigned had she been in another
area going to shows every weekend,
she would have been right up there.
She would have givén them a run for
their money. Because there was a
period of one or two years, in the
Northwest, that the people that were
campigning their dog told me she was
the one they had to beat. 1 handled
her myself and they often would tell
me that 1 would go in the ring with two
marks against me, one because | had a
biteh-and the other because | wasn't a
professional handler. At that time
bitches were not winning much at all.
It isn't 50 unusual to see the bitches
winning now, but at that time you really
had to have an outstanding bitch to
win. [ think this is why when I'm judg-
ing 1 give the bitches a fair shake.
Because | had so many Best of Oppo-
site Sex ribbons that the judge would
say you've pot a lovely bitch, but ...
Especially when she would place in the
Groups and everyone else that had
placed was a professional handler with
a dog, and womens' lib wasn't in yet.
She was a good dog to show and han-
dle, she was a fun dog, an animated
dog.

Do you feel that the popularity
of the Samoyed has or will hurt the
breed in any way? Or do you even
feel that they're becoming thal popu-
tar?

1 think they're becoming more and
more popular in some areas. However,
I thirk in the Northwest they aren't as
popular as they were when we first
started. When we were exhibiting dogs,
it wasn't unusual to see an entry of
thirty or forty, all the time, in the
Seattle area I'm talking about. The
point system was terrible; to try and
get a major because it was very high,
Mow it's down, you don't see nearly
that many entries. | think they are
becoming more popular in the Midwest
and the East, of course California has
always been very popular. I don't
know if you would say they are taking
in the nation overall. Ewvery year you
see more that are being registered, 50
1 guess they are becoming more popular.
1 think that it could be wery detrimen-
tal to the breed if they do become too
popular. 1 think the bottom line is to
watch your breeding program. | think
most people that are really truly inter-
ested in the breed, ‘exhibiting, breeding,
whatever, do pay very careful atten-
tion to their breeding. They may be
like we were when we first started,
they learn ... we had to go through a
lot ‘of hard knocks but we were learn-
ing, 1 would imagine that there were
people ‘at that time that had been in
the breeding program for & number of
years, been exhibiting, whe thought we
were doing seme dumb things, but we
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~the way it is now.

I think. that this is

C Maybe poople are
producing some things that aren't
really desirable but it's because they're
new and they may be a little kennel
blind. We were kennel blind at times,
1 know that. [ always thought that
my husband was maybe a little more
kennel blind than | was. Personally,
after | started judging, to go back a
little ways, this is kind of funny ...
We had this one particular dog that my
husband cared for. He was a very nice
dog in many ways but | didn't care for
his personality and [ did not like his
tail set at ail.
that this dog should be shown. |
hadn®t been judging very long, maybe
a couple of years, and there was going
to be a show in Spokane and Lewiston,
Idaho on twe consecutive days so he
entered the deg. He was a nice look:
ing dog, moved guite well. S0 1 took
the dog to the show, well he drooled,
he was nervous; he would not stand,
he wouldn't do anything. He didn't
have a good tail set. He could put it
aver: when he wanted to but he didn't
often want to. So we ended up fourth
in a class of four and that's exactly
where we should have been, The pext
day in Lewiston, ldaho, the same thing,
he drooled and panted and tock off
something terrible. We ended up
fourth in a class of four again. So
when | got home that night 1 told my
husband 1f this dog is ever shown
again, vou'll be the one that handles
him. He said "Why?" | said, "I would
never do anything for -a dog like this,
why should | expect another judge to?"
50 that was the end of the dog's show
career. He's up north of us about 70
miles, we placed him in a pet home.

It was an older couple that took him
and just adored him. He didn't have
to go to the shows and pant and . droof
and embarrass me. | really didn't ex-
hibit a lot after | started judging, 1
think that the decision should be made
todo one or the other.

How did vou get your kennel
name?

My husband's marme is Leland and
mine is Duvella, we took part of his
name and part of my name and worked
it together; the last half of his and
the first half of mine, Vellalee. Then
after we had a litter or two of puppies,
we discovered that it was difficult to
find a narme to go along with that, be-
cause after all we had nine letters
used right there and you had so many
L's it spounded like you were trying to
sing a song. Then we eventually de-
cided to have the name registered and
shortened it to Vellee. [ think it
sourdds much better,

What do you feed your Samoyeds?

Mormally, for a number of years,
we fed Purina Hi-Pro and then we
would feed a little canned dog food
along with it, wsually Blue Mountain, |
make some goodies, if I'm cooking some
meat | take the scraps and put them in
the blender and add some chicken parts
or whatever, a little cottage cheese

didn't realize it.

But my husband insisted

now and then, but basically our main
food was Purina Hi-Pro. We added
very few supplemments as faras vita-
mins and so forth, except when our
bitches were in whelp. Then we al-
ways added the supplements. We used,
also, a good grade of vepetable ail,
Mazela is the brand that we always
use (I should get something from these
companies for advertising for them).

MNeena, as | said before; lived in
the house a lot and had a tendency to
have a dry coat. She would scratch
and make little lesions and 1'd taken
her over to the vet school and he said,
you can buy somie of the expensive
brands and there's nothing wrong with
it it's actually nothing more than a
good grade of corn oil with a few
added vitamins. When you're using a
balanced dog food then it isn't neces-
sary to feed so many vitamins so we,
used Mazola corn oil and every dog
would get one to two tablespoons a
week in their food. He also explained
o me that if lard is used, which some
people would do, it will go 1o fat and
the oil doesn't. They only absorb what
they need and dispell the balance. We
used it from then en and | have told
so many people about this and they
have had complete success with it.

You safd you did use Hi-Pro, do
vou still us thar?

Saccharin is alone and she doesn't
care for Hi-Pro for some reason. 1
think she's spoiled. She goes through
Chuck Wagon, Gravy Train and this and
that and we mix and ‘combine some.
We use a little more canned dog food
with her. It may be 'cause she's alone,
you know when you have more than one
dog they are better eaters. When Rufi
comes back she probably will eat more
to keep him from eating it. However,
they will still eat in their own separ-
ate rooms. But she is:a finicky eater.

So it wasn't that you weren't
satisfied with Hi-Protein?

Mo, NO! You didn't have the ex=
cessive amount of stools, firm stool
and it just worked out well. Other
people haven't had that much success
with it but 1t worked out very well
with us. And we couldn't see as long
as we were satisfied with something,
the dogs like it and they were doing
well, why change.

Do you feel diet {s important in
ratsing a Samoyed?

Yes; 1'do. 1 think that you can
overdo it by giving too many goodies
and getting them too fat. Or skin
problems, coat problems ...

You said that you supplement your
bitches when thev're in whelp, what
supplement do you use then?

We just use a combination vita-
mir. _

Do you condition or roadwork
your dogs other than self-exercise?

Mot a lot. When we were exhib-
iting a lot, my husband's garden used
to be a playpen for the dogs. So they
had their own exercise pen and their
runs: Their runs are each &' x 20'
outside and the inside of the kennel is
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4' x 4'. Their playpen was something
like 100' x 100" and we'd put them out
two at a time.

Were your males able to run in
the exercise vord too?

Yes, they did. However, we
never would go and leave them un-
attended for any length of time. We
were always outdoors with them and
we never had a problem. But we
would never consider going and leaving
thern. There's always the possibility
ithat one could become a little upset
with the other. Quite often we would
put a male and a bitch out together.

What do you feel {s the best sur-
face for a kennel run?

More than likely, I think that I
would say pea-gravel. However, we
have concrete and that is why the
dops we were campaigning and showing
were in the playpens a lot because
they had the dirt runs. Of course,
they would get dirty, but [t's good for
their feet and it's also good for their
coat. The concrete didn't cause any
problem with the feet but you do have
a tendency to have the coat stained,
Especially on the males, it's more dif-
ficult. We even had ... The dogs that
we would be exhibiting or campaigning
right at that particular time had a
dirt area where they could go off onto,
They could be on the concrete or on
the dirt, whichever they wanted. Of
course, you know that they were in
the dirt digging. (laughter)

How do you train your puppies
for show?

Sometimes we would wait a little
too long, but if you're deing it the
way I'd like 1o and should have done
it, which was the most successful, is
start them with a little chain around
their neck when they're about six to
eight weeks old and let them walk
around the house. Start with a little
tiny choke chain so it doesn't frighten
them when it's dangling on the ground.
1 'would let them walk arocund with it
for a few days, shorr periods at a
tirmne until they become used to it.
Then 1 would put the lead on and let
them drag the lead around. When they
became acquainted with the lead we
would start our little sessions. First 1
let them pull me. | think the sooner
you start the easier it is to teain them.

Do you think [t's possible to over-
train?

¥es, | think they become bored
with it if you overdo. [ think it
should be just for short periods at a
time, but maybe two or three times a
day; a couple of times a day, or at
least once a day. As | said there were
a few times that we did wait a little
too long ... maybe you had ted many
dogs because quite often this happens.
And it's sad, | hate to see that, but
theére's only & certain number of hours
in the day and especially ‘when you're
both working that you have to divide
your time here and there. [ think the
longer you wait, and I'm sure everyone
will agree with me, the harder it is to
train them. Because they have a mind



af their own, they're bigger and they
scream and holler and:carry on, they
think you're punishing them for some-
thing. I've heard a lot of people say
that they trained their dogs right in
the show ring, but 1 would hate to do
that. T've judged some that 1 will
agree they're training their dogs in the
show ring. It isn't fair to the deg, it
really isn't unless they're trained before
they go in the ring.

What kind of collar and lead do
vou like to show your dogs with?

| use a regular choke chain. On
the bitches | used the Resco, but on
the dogs | always used the regular
choke chain. | didn't always use a
chain, it depetided on the dog a lot.
MNow Ruff 1 always used a chaim; we
had nice chains; the type that was kind
of like the cobra.

Are those better for the coai?

| think they are and | think they
look much nicer.

What about nylon?
easier on them?

We newer had any trouble with
the snake-type chains getting tangled,
1 think the nylon i3 good alse, but ]
felt that | had a little more control
on the male with the chain type rather
than the nylen. | used Resco on the
bitches because | didn't have a problem
with them pulling, fighting or maybe

Which is

wanting te attack another dog. |
wouldn®t say he wouldn't, but if another
dog attacked him he would lunge.

I might tell of an incident that
happened one time in the show ring. |
was showing Chayka in the group ring
and there was a Doberman next to her,
on the other :side of the Dobie was.a
German Shepherd. The fellow was
having a little difficulty keeping the
dog's attention so he was bouncing a
tennis ball on the floor to keep the dog
alert. The Dobie was nervous from the
tennis hall bouncing and the tennis ball
suddenly bounced over hitting the Dobie
and of course the Doble was ready to
attack., He was already upset because
somebody had hit him.  He lunged for
the nearest thing to mim and that hap-
pened to be my dog. He grabbed her
right arcund the neck and hung on.
They don't break their hold very easy,
the Dobie. The handler, now a judge,
felt terrible about it, but it wasn't his
fault at all and he knew that, but he
still felt bad. We had a terrible time
getting that dog to release his hold.

A couple of other handlers came run-
ning in the ring plus one judge ... and
all ‘the time my dog was screaming her
head off, she didn't know what in the
world was going on. The feilow that
was handling the Dobie, had his finger
bit guite badly trying to epen his dog's
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mouth. When | saw this dog coming
through the air at mine, 1 jerked her
back and my lead broke, I had this
little dainty lead. | was standing
astraddle of her with both arms around
her body because | knew that if she
got loose she would take off because
she was just absclutely petrified. My
husband had come running in from ring-
side to see if he could help and it was
just sheer madness around there with
her screaming. 3he was so nervous all
| could think was, I've got to be ex=
cused from the ring: Then I thought,
no, the show has got to go on, you
can't do that. There were still four or
five ‘dogs ahead of her and at this par-
ticular show the judge was Nelson
Grogh. He's now dead. He had.a big
huge carpet out in the center of the
ring and yoi would bring each dog out
individually and the spotlight would
come down on you and they would go
over the dog. There iwere about five
dogs before Chayka's turn and 1 had
her settled down enough that | was
able to get her out there, She was
still ‘quivering in her hips because she
was 50 frightened, 5he was kind of a
garbage-gut and she would bait for
anything so [ baited her out of her
fright. She did go'on to take third in
the group that night. | always won-
dered if the judge felt sorry for her

ar if he really did like her. However,
ke had given her breed over 2 male
specials: that morning. He did like her,
I know he did. Then it was learned
later that the judge didn’t know what
had happened, he thought the Dobie had
attacked her for no reason whatsoever.
1 saw him ‘about three maonths later
down In California, and we were talk-
ing and I told him what had happened.
He said, "I'm so glad you told me that
because 1 thought It was the Dobie and
I didn't give him any comsideration that
night in the group. He said he was a
very, very nice Dobie but didn't give
him consideration becausé of his actions;
and he didnt know until 1 told him
what happened. But it was a long time
before | could take Chayka to a show
that-she wasn't frightened of a black
dog or even a dark colored dog. 1
thought her show careér was ruined,
but she finally came out of it and she
was over it completely.

Do you think Sammies are fairly
resilent then?

Evidently, she certginly was.

How do you feel about obedience
training?

I think it's great and I would do
it if 1 wasn't so lazy.

Do vou think there's any problem
with showing in breed and sbedience
at the same time?

Mo, 1 really don®t.. They can be
trained to show at either. [ usually
always give our dogs a certain amount
of obedience myself, the sit, stay, lay
down and stand for examination and
when | would stop thern so that they
wouldn't sit 1 would just gquickly touch
my hand against their {lank and say
stand and they knew there was.a dif-




ference.

Do you feel that training is very
important to winning tn the show ring?

Oh, 1 think it has something to do
with it, yes. Because you have to be
able to examine a dog and see it gait
properly. If they aren't trained they
aren't going to stand for examination
and gait properly - they're going to
pull, tug away, they're going to lead
you rather than you leading them. As
I mentioned earlier you have to see all
four feet on the ground. So'if they
don't have their proper training, you're
not going to be able to see this.
Therefore, training does have something
to do with it.

Do you feel shy degs can be cor-
rected by training, or do you think
they're forever shy?

It depends upon the amount of
shyness, | think.
itary type thing, | doubt if you could
ever bring the complete shyness out of
them. They would always have a ten-
dency to pull back a little or maybe
not really be that outgoing or that
animated. There have been times when
I've been judging, I'm not saying es-
pecially Samoyeds, but other breeds,
that you have a dog that you feel is
the better of the two dogs that you
are maybe making a decision between,
but because it hasn't been trained or
because of some shyness you have had
to penalize. So I think training and
shyness does contribute.

What are your [eelings on using
Samoyeds for sledding?

I think it's great myself, We
have done just a very, very small
amount here for entertainment with the
grandkids, We have a harness and we
used to hook the dogs up and let them
play with them here, just a few times.
Our grandkids were small at the time
and they weren't able to handle the
dogs or anything. The guys weren't in
condition well enough to keep up with
the dogs! (laughter) So it more or
less fell by the wayside, but | think
it's fun. We go to the sledding races
at Priest River and on one occasion
the Siberian people had a fun match
along with the sled races and had
invited me to come up and do the fun
match before | was approved to judge
Siberans. However, in the meantime |
did become approved for them before
the match actually came off. After
the sledding competition they lined up
all the registered Siberians and 1 was
asked to pull cut ten of those dogs
that | considered show quality dogs. |
was not allowed to see them move.
They didn't want me to go on move-
ment, 1 was to go on the dog, the
body, the head and so forth. That
isn't easy to do when you don't see
movement, but it was fun and I pulled
out my ten and seven of the ten I
pulled out were champions. They were
trying to prove to the public, to the
people that you can have both. That
was what the whole thing was about.

Do you think that it helps o dog
to condition and to run him?

1 think if it's a hered-.

Oh, sure. I'm sure that it does
if they dor't overdo it and as long as
they are fed properly and taken care
of in that respect.

What about the weight, do you
feel that racing dogs tend to be too
thin?

Sometimes, yes. | have seen some
that | feel are too thin and there are
some | feel are too light in bone for
the show ring. 1 still feel that the
Siberian, we'll say for instance, is &
working dog and they should have
enough bone to look like a working dog.
I don't mean heavy boned, no way, but
I don't think they should be the type
of bone that look like it's going to
break if they're out there maybe pulling
the sled instead of racing. 1 think they
should have enough ‘bone to be able to
be a working dog but still not so
clunky and clutzy that it's going to
hinder them from racing. 5o 1 would
say a light-medium, maybe, (laughter)
If there is some distinction there, but
fot a light leg bone so that they're
100 racy, too rangy looking. [ don't
like that, | like a little more bone and
a little more substance in a dog.

How da you feel about weight
pulling with the Samoyeds, do you think
that can hurt their hindends?

Well, if it gets to the point where
it's too much weight, I'm not for it.

I watched some of the weight pulling
ene day when | was judging and | think
it's too much, Teo start with it was
fine but they kept adding on and on
and to me the dogs couldn't help in-
juring the hindend. 1 noticed that
some of the dogs were bleeding from
the rectum. | questioned them about
that because | was upset about it.
They kept saying it doesn't do any
harm, but 1 don't sée how it could help
from harming them.

Have you seen an attitude differ-
ence in Somoyed teams versus other
teams? Do you think they're less eager
than some of the others? i

Yes, | do. | think they probably
are a little less eager. It seems they
don't get as hyped up. It seemed to
me like some of the other breeds
would get more hyped up. | don't
know if it was the attitude of the
drivers that would create this or it if
was the dogs themselves. But it does
seermn that the Samoyed was more re-
faxed.

What about herding?

Oh, yes. In fact we sold a Sam-=-
oyed bitch to a fellow that had a huge
cattle ranch down south of us guite
a ways for herding. She's dead mow,
it's been a number of years ago, but
he had had Samoyeds before for herding
and when his had died he scouted
around until he learned of someone who
had ‘Samoyeds, because Samoyeds
weren't all that popular in this area.
This ranch was probably 130 miles
from here. When | had the restaurant,
I guess he had Inguired from the neigh-
bors to find out how to locate us. He
came to the restaurant and talked to
me quite some time. In the meantime

8z

[ called my husband at werk and told
him that this fellow would be there
and to make sure that if he did decide
to let him have a puppy that he didn't
let the wrong one go because we had
one in the litter that we considered
pet quality, There wasn't a lot of dif-
ference when they're three or four
months old. But this fellow had his
mind made up, he was going to have a
puppy regardless of the price. 5o
he bought this young bitch. Afterward
we called on them and she was just
daing excellent. We saw her several
times. She had her own sofa in this
beautiful ranch home, in the regular
livingroom. One was her sofa and the
other was the family sofa. They
called her Nikki. When they invited us
in the first time Nikki went running in
ahead of us and 1 said, "Is she allowed
in?"  He said, "Oh; yes." | saw this
beautiful home and after all it was a
farm dog, and [ thought théy're farm
people they're not going to let this
dog in the house, byt he did. She ran
and jumped on her sofa. She didn't
only herd the cattle, but she wouldn't
allow the chickens out of the chicken
house. She didn't eat them and when
they'd turn them out she'd herd them
all back into the chicken house, then
lay at the door and wouldn't let them
out. They finally had to build a fence
around their chicken vard so that the
chickens could come out. Then she
proceeded to go to the neighbors across
the road and herded their chickens
back in their chicken house and they
finally had to build a fence.

One of the first Samoyeds we
had, before we kept them cenfined in

-a kennel, used to go down and get

a neighbor's chickens and herd them

up here. 1 neticed one of the dogs
laying out there with his front paws
far apart. He was letting the chickens
go out a little way and then he'd get
them back in the pen. He was kind of
carrying them in his mouth part of the
time. 1 think eventually he would have
killed them from mauling them around
in his mouth, but he was very gentle
with them. But given the opportunity
a Samoyed will herd.

On our way to Seattle there was
a large mink farm that kept Samoyeds
toe herd the mink back. They said they
were one of the few breeds of dogs
that they tried that would herd the
mink back without killing them.

How often do you feed your dogs?
How many times a day?

When they're little we start feed-
ing them four times a day; morning,
naoon, evening and then later just be-
fore our bedtime. Then eventually
we drop the bedtime feeding and then
eventually drop down to two feedings a
day, after x-number of months. As a
rule the puppies themselves will start
going without food. We have noticed
that they'll start skipping one of the
meals. When they start doing that we
decide that they're getting more than
they really want, so then we go to the
two meals a day. We continue with




two meals a day until they're at leasi
1-1 1/2 years old. If we have a prob-
lem with kecping weight on any of
the dogs, then that dog would stay on
the two meals a day rather than trying
to keep the weight on with just one
meal a day., Saccharin is still on two
meals a day, but as a rule she only
eats her night meal, but we still are
oifering her the two meals a day,

Hove you ever had any trouble
with bloat?

We have never had that problem,
thank goodness.

Do you keep. water with them?

Yes, we do. There's water avail-
able at all times. They eat In their
runs or in the stall inside. Sometimes
they: are qguite active afterwards and
that's when sometimes | become a little
concerned. | guess this is one of the
things that maybe you close the barn
door after the horse is out, but we
just haven't had the problem.

How tong have you been judging?

1 applied in 1970 and received my
provisional shortly after. It was a
little different at that time, you didn't
have to go through quite as much red
tape to become a provisional judge. Of
course, you had your questions and
answers and you had to gualify in many
other respects; as to how long: you'd
been breeding, the number of litters,
your activities and so forth and so on.
I was approved as a regular judge in
1972,

How many breeds do you do now?

Eight breeds, ene hound breed and
seven working dogs.

Do you have aspirations to go on?

Yes, | do. In fact at the present
time | am eligible to apply for addi-
tional breeds. 1 have been since June,
but I've been so busy with judging
assignments and several other things
that have been going on I just really
haven't had time to fill out all the
forms. So | thought why write for the
forms wntil 1 really have the time to
sit down and {ill them out. It does
take a long time, a lot of research and
a lot of concentration to fill these
forms out properly. Also | have a little
more homework that I want to do on
some of the breeds that I'm going to
be applying for. By that 1 mean you
have to have personal contact with
breeders of the breeds that you are
going to apply for and visit kennels,
talk to judges that are already approved
for those breeds. There are some of
the breeds that | hope to be approved
for that 1 need a little more background
an.

Is the one hound breed the Elk-
hound?

Yes, it is.

Why did you decide to go into
judging?

| guess after | finally became so
involved in the exhibiting end and |
had a friend that was a judge that
kept encouraging me to go for it. |
had gone to fun matches with her and
judged them and she said that she
could see: that | had an eye for a dog.

It was a littie push from her and [ en-
joyed deing the fun matches, section
matches and [ felt comfortable doing
it, S0 | thought well, why not give it
a ‘shot. | love it, 1 just thoroughly
enjoy every minute of it. [ come out
of the ring dead tired, but 1 do enjoy
it.

Do you usuclly have a pretty full
day of judging?

As a rule, yes, Even though |

only have the eight breeds, the breeds

I have some pice assignments:coming
up. |-enjoy them all, big - little,
whatever, wherever.

Do you find a difference in
quality in different areas of the
country? :
Mot really. 1 think you used to
moreé so than you do now. But people
have bred back and forth, frem here to
there and shipped bitches to studs in
all areas. | feel that the quality is
pretty much the same all over.
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that 1 do other than Bearded Collies,
have good size entries and it's very

seldom that 1 can do all eight breeds
in one show. It's usually about four
and you'll have your load.

Have you judged all over the
United States?

I have been in the Midwest
several times and I've been in the
Loeuisiana area. Other than that it's
been mostly the Northwest, California,
and Oregon.

Have you judged outside the [1.5.7

1 will be going to Hawaii in Sep-
tember, [I'm logking forward te that.

B4

What aboul a difference between
Canada and the United States?

Pretty much the same, In fact
the majority of the dogs that were
there at the show that day [ judged,
were dogs that had been bred to or
from the States. They were good
quality dogs, well cared for and shown
very nicely. [ was very impressed
with the dogs in Toronto.

Do you think that breeders or
handlers make better judges?

I don't think so. [ think it's en-
tirely on the individual themselves.

Do you think there's something to
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the statement "so=and-go has an eye
for a dog?"

Oh, yes, by all means. 1 think
unltess you have that you might as well
forget. it.

It's not something you can de-
velop?

I really don't think so. | think
you either have it or you don't. 1
think you're born with It

Are there judges that don't
appear te have it?

I think so. 1 think you'll find the
ones that don't have it, it's very
apparent 1o the exhibitor.

Are the placings inconsistent?

Yes. | think in-some situations
that it may be who knows who best or
something. | den't know for sure.

Do you feel that breeder-judges
do. bétter than all-arounders?

MNe, no I don't. 1 think that may-
be on their own particular breed that
they're a little more picky. [ think
all-arcunders probably have the ten-
dency to go with overall standard of
the AKC. | think maybe your breeder-
judges sometimes will watch for minor
breed faults a little closer than the all-
arounders. But I wouldn't say that a
breeder-judge is a better judge than an
all-arounder at all. In fact there's a
lot of breeders that do not like to show
under a breeder-judge, and some won't
show under a breeder-judge. | don't
know why. Myself; when | was exhib-
iting, 1 liked to show under the
breeder-judges and I'm not saying that
because I'm a judge, or anything. |
felt that if a breeder-judge liked my
dog or didn't like my dog, [ felt they
really knew what they were talking
about. 1 .always felt very honored
when a breeder-judge liked my dog.
That meant more te me than 11 an all-
arounder liked my dog.

When the dogs [irst come [nto the
ring, what do you losk for?

Overall appearance.

The movement comes later?

¥es, that comes later. 1 usoally
have them ceome in the ring and line
up and | will just go down and kind of
give them an overall look fer overall

appearance and nothing in particular
just the dog in general. Than 1 go
back and start doing my thing.

Are you happy with the AKC's
Judging procedures?

Yes. 1 think that the procedure
that they have now for judges making
application is far better than the orig-
inal one. It is much more complicated
and more work, but | think it certainly
should tell them much more. The
personal interviews with the AKC rep
Eive them the opportunity to guestion
us on whatever they like. Also when
we have contact with the breeders,
exhibitors, handlers and visit the ken-
nels you learn from the breeders. How
are we to learn otherwise? It used to
be, years back, when | first was
approved for judging, they didn't want
you to visit the kennels and become
acquainted with the breeders because
they thought there may be a little
hanky panky later. But now they in-
sist upon it, which s -a smart thing to
do. Because they can show you the
good thing, the bad things and In their
kennels they usually have dogs that
have faults they can point out.

One of the best and most educa-
tional things that | have seen since
they started this, was in old English
Sheepdogs. About a year or so ago
there was a breeder down from Alaska,
she was on her way to a Specialty
somewhere and stopped off at a show
in our area. | met her and | told her
I was considering applying for Old En-
glish my next tirme around. She hap-
pened to have at least ten dogs with
her, puppies, retired dogs. She had
this one old dog that was retired which
had been clipped or shaved very close.
She took that dog out and showed me
everything about that dog, there was
nothing to hide, )

Do you think that either the AKC
or the breed clubs should be doing
mare to educate judges?

I think it would be a very worth-
while project, | really do. The AKC,

1 understand at this time is starting

something that 1 think should be very
educational. 1 believe it's a narraved
slide study or video taped. Pictures

tell you a lot sometimes.

How important is conditioning,
handling and overall presentatfon of the
dog?

Well, conditioning is very impot-
tant, becawse if they aren't conditioned
they're going to be overweight or un-
derweight, which is all censidered con-
ditioning. The coat may not be in
good condition, teo dry. Roadwork or
some st of activities - exercise, at
least a playpen so they can have some
muscle tone. All of that's very impor-
tant in the working dog by all means,
all dogs really. You can't do anything
for a soft flabby dog and quite often
I find that the Samoyeds are too fat
in the ring. | know that some of the
handlers, when 1 have mentioned that
I thought their dog was a little too
heavy, they really don't go along with
that. But you can't have a fat dog out

there wading through the snow and last,
that's all there is to it. .

What about professiongl hondlers,
do you feel they have an gdvantage?

The only way that | would say
probably a professional handler could
have the advantage is because they go
in there with more confidence. They
aren’t afraid; they aren't scared to
death and shaking-all over and there-
fore passing it on to the deg. Or may-
be have a big 6 foot lead all wadded
up in their hand drecping down in front
of the dog's head so you ean't see
their face, Things like this. They
know how to preésent the dog to its
best advantage, hiding faults. We try
to outsmart them and they tey 10 out-
smart usi  Sometimes they do, I'm sure
of that. The novice handler, quite
often, will go in there afraid and very
nervous. It's difficult, almost impos-
sible to put them at ease. Even though
I do try when [ see that it is a novice
handlers first time in. If they're in
the novice class, sure.

Just recently, in fact, when 1 was
judging a show, there was a young girl
that came into the ripg very nervous
and she had a lovely bitch. | practi-
cally gave her a handling class in the
ring. 1 heped that the other .exhibitors
didn't mind, but she had such a nice
dog, that I felt it was my duty to try
and help her a little. [ didn"t take the
lead out of her hand, I don't mean to
go that far, but | did have her move a
couple-of times until she got the dog
on a loose lead. 1 said, "Is this your
first time in the ring?™ She said;, "Yes."
| told her to calm down and that |
was human, too, and | wasn't going to
bite her. I told her to be as relaxed as
possible because it was passing along to
her dog. She came around later and
thanked me.

What faults disturb vou the most
when you're judging?

Cowhocks, toeing in and weak
back. Structure is definitely the most
important thing. )

What sort of faults bather you the
least?

Pigmentation, lack of coat; as
long as the coat is.quality. Then prob-
ably 1 would say head. 1 want a nice
head, but taking it into consideration
I want a better body.

Have you withheld ribbons?

Yes, I have, Very seldom, but 1
have withheld blue ribbons. Never in
Samayeds. | have in a couple of other
breeds, 1 think only three times. One
for extreme shyness and one for lack
of merit. There were two dogs in the
class and | just didn't give a first place
ribbon. The breeder of one of the
dogs hadn't seen the dog for quite some
time apd when he eventually saw it he
immediately had them return the dog
to him and he replaced it. The dog
that 1 had given second was extrémely
out of condition that day and 1 felt
that possibly if it had been in condition
| may have given it @ blue. The other
one that | withheld a ribbon from was
on the ground, we couldn't even get it



up on its feet at all. That dog may
have been a fairly nice dop, but |
couldn't ‘see it, It wouldn't let me
examine its teeth or anything. |
couldn't get my hands on the dog. |
don't like to withhold ribbons, but |
feel it's the thing to do rather than to
encourage the people to continue on.
Even the dog that, for instance was 100
fat, if I would have gone ahead and
given her a first place in a puppy class;
it would have encouraged her that her
dog was okay because it won a blue
ribbon,

Do you enjoy judging speclalty
shows?

Yes, 1 think se. | haven't really
done all that many. ['ve never done a
Sam Specialty in the U.5 1 did the
Canadian Specialty. ['ll probably never
accept an assignment to do the Mation-
al Specialty in my own breed.

Why?

I'm going to get in trouble if 1
answer this ... There is too much
antagonism between the exhibitors and
breeders, too many cry babies and lack
of sporismanship.

Do you think the quality is better
at a specialty rather than an all-breed?

Mot necessarily, no. | think we
just have more dogs entered. [ have
judged specialties in other breeds and
I thoroughly enjoyed it. A regional spe-
cialty, that's a different story. But a
MNational Specialty in my own breed ...
I wouldn't hesitate a minute saying no.

How do you feel about an éxhibi-
tar who comes up to you after judging
and questions vou about your decision?

I don't mind, really. It's very dif-
ficult answering them sometimes, es-
pecially if it is a novice. So-often
they are kennel blind and they just can
not see why their baby didn't win. 1
really don't mind if they do it in a re-
spectful way without getting all uptight.
and are willing 1o accept your answer.
But when they come up all hot under
the collar, this hasn't happened often
only once or twice, | don't like that.

What do vou feel about the dress
of exhibitors, does that have any af-
fect?

It doesn't have any effect upon
me; however, | think it's courteous of
them and shows a little more respect
to the sport, AKC and the judge if
they are at least dressed neatly and
clean. 1 don't like to see a woman
came in the ring with high heel shoes,
or thongs. Now this has happened, not
long ago, a young lady came in the
ring with a larger dog, which she had
to get out and move, with thongs on
and it was slap-slap-slap, It's a good
thing that her dog wasa't a nervous
dog. Also, | thought, the deg in front
of her or behind her could have been
frightened by those thongs slapping
against the floor ... | couldn't believe
it. Not too often do you see people
dressed this way. As a rule they're
very properly dressed. When I'm doing
Junior Showmanship | sometimes bring
this to their attention Lf there's some-
one in the ring that isn't dressed

appropriately. You can tell them -
I suggest you wear a different type of
shoe or a 'top that isn't quite so low
cut, elc.

Do you enjey the Junior SHowman-
ship?

Yes, 1do.

And you've been doing that since
yvou started judging?

Yes, ever since ['ve been judging.
It's tough, the kids are good. Some-
times 1 {eel we have to be a little too
critical on Junior Showmanship judging
in grder to make a decision, because
so many of themn are so good. There
was one thing ... kind of a cute little
thing that happened one time in Junior
Showmanship, There was a very young
exhibitor, more than likely it was his
first time in the ring, that 1 went up
to and asked him to show me the bite.
In Junior Showmanship you ask the han-
dier to show you the bite. Anyway he
looked at me rather strangely. [ said,;
"Show me the bite, the teeth.” He
looked at me and showed me his own
teeth. (laughter) There were a couple
af older children on either side of him

and they were both so tickled and of
course, they laughed - he was so-em-
barrassed. He had braces on his teeth
and from the look on his face I'm sure
he was wondering, well, why does she
want to see my teeth. He really pave
me this big grin and showed me his
teeth and the braces, the whole bit.

Is there anything that exhibitors
do in the ring that particularly annoys
you?

No, 1 don't think so. I'm a very
easy-going person. | doa't consider my-
self to be a rude judge at all. Once
in a while you'll get someone in there
that maybe trys to push their dog out
a little too far out of line, thinking
that you'll get a better look at their
dog. It doesn't really irritate me that
much, but T think you might as well
move it back because it isn't going to
impress me. | don't make a big thing
out of it.

Do you like to see a dog [ree
shown rather than stacked up?

Yes.

Do you have anything you'd Iike
to add?
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Ch. Vellee's Silver Lining of Life, owned by Vicki Vogley. Foundation bitch
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for Christori.

Getting back to this number one
dog. 1 think sometimes that the com-
petitiveness creates a problem. We
start exhibiting a dog and when the dog
starts winning the points we aren't
satisfied unléss we get the Breed.

Then if we win- the Breed we aren't
satisfied unless we win the Group. 1f
you win the Group you aren't satisfied
unless you win Best in Show, if you get
Best in Show you aren't satisfied unless
you make the number one spot.

S0 you feel like it can take the
joy out of it?

Yes, l'do. [ think it can get too
competitive trying to keep your dog
in the number one spot. 1 think you
work too hard, you're under too much
pressure. That's when the problems
arise between you and the other exhib-
itors, other breeders, because some
people will do anything on earth to put
that dog in the number cne spot.

What does the number cne spot really
mean - glory, prestige. Can that dog
produce that well just because he's the
number one dog? It gives a lot of food
for thought. Why do you want the
number one spot: Is it for your own
personal ego? s it because you feel

that the dog is actually the number
one dog or just because he won more
points than someone else? [ think if a
dog's a good producer; that's the thing.
Mot how many wins they have, how
much winning they did. How many
times you see their pictures in the
paper, but what they can do for the
breed.

Do you feel that advertising in-
fluences judges?

Oh, it probably has something to
do with it.  I'm sure there are some
judges that pay a lot of attention to
it. | don't pay that much attention to
it. | don't think there's all that much
dishonesty in judging. Perhaps the
judge isn't always right; I'm not saying
that they are and I'm not saying that
I'm always right, but 1 feel | do the
right thing on that day. Maybe | would
see the dog at another time and |
wouldn't judge it the same way because
of different competition. The dog may
show differently or be in different con-
dition, so you may have a different
opinion,

You mentioned earlier that you
feel there's a conflict, at least a little
bit of a conflict between judging and

exhibiting your own dogs. Did you
want to say anymore about that?

Yes, I feel that when a person
decides to become a judpe, maybe per-
haps exhibiting a puppy or a class dog
very sparingly now and then; I-don't
think they should campaign a dog
heavily. | feel urcomfeortable in the
ring standing side by side with people
I have just recently judged and I'm sure
they don't like it. 1 know they don't
because ['ve heard comments about
them being in the ring with other
judges, and if they're in there with me
they're going to think the same thing.

I don't want that to happen. If [ own
a dog and am going 1o have it cam-
paigned or exhibited, | think [ should
put it with someone else and not go in
there myself. Because judges know
judges and if you do happen te winy re-
gardless if you did have the best dog
in the ring and everyone knew it was
the best dog, there's going to bé some-
one who's going to say, they were on

a panel together a month ago or this
or that or whatever. Because the ex-
hibitors, the lgpsers, look fer things to
complain about. They actually hunt for
things to complain about, and as | said
even though they knew it was a better
dog than theirs, they would still com-
plain about it. So it's just better if
you ‘don't do it.

How about any specific advice to
owners who would like to haondle their
own dogs?

Oh, 1 think it's great. 1 think if
you have the least bit of urge to get
out there with your dog do it. It's
fun because | think maybe you will en-
joy the win and the lossés more. |
know 1 did. There were very, very lew
times that | ever had a handier on one
of our dogs when we were exhibiting
and before | started judging, we did
have a handler and if they won I didn't
get half the thrill as when [ did it my-
self. We haven't really campaigned or
shown a dog all that much since I've
been judging.

When Chayka took the Breed
or Group placement, 1 enjoyed it so
much more because | was a novice, as
they called me. | considered myself as
good as the professional handlers, but
I guess maybe | wasn't. | didn't know
how to hide the faults and things like
that. 1 guess it was a good thing they
didn't have that many faults, because
I didn't know how to do that. The
dogs were easy to show so | lucked
out. Had I had a dog that was unruly
or hard te show I don't know if |
could have really. But I felt so about
Chayka when she would win, because
they'd say | had two strikes against me;
1 was a novice handler and 1 had a
bitch. S0 when | would win against the
big boys, | felt nine feet tall.

What is a good age to start show-
ing a Sammie?

Start at six months, 1 don't know
that you should do heavy campaigning,
but get in there and get the experience;
ring-wise, show-wise. You can train
every day of the week at home, but



getting ‘around to the shows where all
this confusion is going on and the bark-
ing and the noise, the loudspeaker and
s0 forth, that's what is going to sepa-
rate the men frem the boys right then.

How much grooming should be
dorie on a Semoyed?

Well as you know there's a lot of
grodming on a Samoyed to keep them
up. All of our show graoming we did
practically all of it at home before
we'd leave. It was all taken care of,
the trimming and everything, Then at
the show grounds we did just the final
touches; final brushes and maybe a few
little nips here and there. But as far
as all this clipping trimming the hocks
and things like that, we didn't leave all
of that to the last minute.

What do you trim?

The hocks, whiskers, some thinning
on feet and belly fringe, but never
scissoring or sculpturing.

Do you trim the whiskers?

Yes, as a rule we always did be-
cause they look neater. When I'm judg-
ing | don't pay any attention to whether
their whiskers are on or off, | don't
penalize a dog with them or without.
It doesn't bother me a bit. But as a
rule 1 did because [ felt they looked a
little neater. Especially if they had a
real good muzzle.

Can you describe how you have
your kennel set up?

I don't know as | can do a great
deal on the description because that
was more or less my husband's end of
it. He built the kennel himself. We
had runs on both sides of the building,
indoor-outdeor runs. They are heated
kennels, however, they didn't really
care that much whether they were
heated or not because they'd usually
sleep ocutdoors. We were just at the
point of enlarging the kennels, it would
have been approximately 35 runs.

When I decided to apply for a judge's
license that sgquelched that because
you aren't allowed to board dogs. 5o
the new area of the boarding kennel or
what was left of the boarding kennel
was very guickly converted to a hydro-
ponic greenhouse. My husband had al-
ways wanted to have a greenhouse.

He had read wery thoroughly for a num-
ber of years about the hydroponic
greenhcuses and he was very enthused
about them. 5o that gave him the
opportunity to go into that.

How long have you lived here?

About thirty-three years or thirty-
five, somewhere along in there.

Where did you live before that?

I have lived in the Potlatch area
all of my life; [ was bern probably
about three miles from here. However,
we did live in Washington for a short
time after we were married, but then
we moved back to Ildaho and we've
lived here ever since,

Do you have children?

We have two children, a girl,
Sheila and a son, James.

Have they been invelved with the
dogs at all?

No, not really. They have a dog

- our son is a hunter and he has

hunting dogs moestly. Shelia has a little
pet dog, but they enjoy listening to my
travels, | guess. At least they have to
listen. They seem to enjoy my associa-
tion with the dogs and the wins and my

judging.

What all have you done with the
SCA?

Up until the time that I was
president of the SCA, the only thing |
ever did was read the bulletin, {laugh-
ter) Which I think the majority of our
membership does. It's really sad that
they only do that, because after [ be-
came president ... unless you are in-
voled more with the SCA you certainly
do not understand how the club is run;
the things that they do and the involve-
ment. Once you're involved in it I
think you become much more interested.
I was president two years and | have
been on the board, 1 think, for three
years now. .

How have the dogs affected your
life~style?

I guess they've changed it comn-
pletely because all the time we were
exhibiting, when we would start to go
on vacation, we'd say, we'll go on va-
cation where they're having a dog show.
This is just a way of life once you be-
come that much involved in them. It's
like a family, you have to think of
your dogs, who's going to care for
them, are you going somewhere where
you can take them along. The same as
if it were children. We didn't become
invelved in the deg business until after
our children were grown. We've always
had dogs. We had the earlier Samayeds
but 1 mean as far as showing dogs, we
didn't become involved in exhibiting un-
til after the children were gone.

What have been some of the bene-
fits of being in dogs?

Meeting people in other areas, be-
coming more involved with the SCA.

I love traveling, | enjoy meeting people
and 1 think that is the biggest thing is
all the new friends that I have made
in all different areas.

Are most of your friends dog
people?

I have both in both walks of life.
I owned and operated a restaurant for
a number of years and 1 have a lot of
friends there. | would say it's probably
half ‘and half. I'm still involved with
quite a few other things other than just
dogs. I'm a busy type person; | don't
like being idle.

What about the drawbacks of being
in dogs?

It's time consuming and confining
to a certain extent. It isn't all that
confining any longer because we don't
have that many, As | said, you have
to arrange your life around your dogs
if you have a number of them. |
wouldn't trade 1t for anything.

Has it been worth (t?

Oh yes! By all means. I'm sure
we never would have stuck with it this
long if i1 wasn't,

Thank you very much.

Thank you very much, it's been a
pleasure. 14



