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This imterviey wies condueted at
the home of Cheryl Wagner on
November 4, 1998 by Nancy Coshy.

Howy long have you been tm the
Samayed brecd?

I got my first Samoyed in
about 1972,

Hwg abaut in dogs all together?

This was 1r'fl'lcrvl: I started,
with Samoyeds. This was my
first breed. Growing up, I
alwavs had animals of all kinds,
maostly mengrels and mixed
breeds. Samoveds were the first
purchred dogs that I ever
owned. Well, I shouldn’t say
that, My grandlather raised
Beagles when 1 was kid prowing
up, but they were 1lu.a|.f for
hunting: they weren't to show.
S0, other than being exposed o
some Sporting dogs that my
grandfather owned, my E'am'r]lv
always had mixed-breed dogs.
Having Samaoyeds in 1972 was
my first experience with pure-
bred dogs.

Ho.u il you aetually gei staried ?

It was a combination of
things. 1 had gotten married,
and my husband and [ had
bought our first house, For me,
that was very excting because 1t
nmiesnt gf:mng my first dog. 1
was ready to go to the pound,
spend my $15 and ger my
mixed-breed. My husband said,
“No, no, no." His family had
always had purebred dogs and
he had vacatoned 2 lot in Cana:
da; He wanted this dog that he
had seen in Canada, It was a
purebred dog, solid white with
its tail curled up over the back,
and that was the kind of dog
that he wanted. [ was so anx:
ous to have animals living in
my life again, I didn't care
whether we had purebreds or
mongrels, 1 just wanted a four-
legged critter. I started calling
Sibertan Husky breeders and
kept telling them that [ wanted a
white Siberian Husi.} Finally,
one said to me, “No, 1 don't
hiave a white Siberan. T hove a
solid silver.” 1 asked him not to
sell it wntil T could get there that
might. When my husband came

home from work, T wold him that
I had found the dog, solid silver,
He said to me. "This dog was
not silver, it was snow white.” |
called the lady back and told her
that 1 had to fnaue a white Siberi-
She said that she didn’t
think I wanted & Husky, but
rather a Samoyed. 1 said, "Oh
my God, that sounds like a dis-

an.

case!” (laughter)

I was back on my search
and thig is certainly not the way
I would recommend that anyone
start the sport of purchred dogs.
I bought my first Samaoyed from
an ad in the paper for the very
expensive price of $115. Tha
Was an uulrdgcnus AITHCILLILL of
money back in those days! |
had never read the standards. |
had no idea what the breed was
supposed to look like or any-
thing. Al [ knew was that I was
gettig my critter. My first
Samoyed was gay-ailed, curly
coated and slight of build. I 1
knew more about the standard, [
could probably tell you more of

her faults, but T didn’t know
enough to know what was
wyong with her at that pomt, 1
had invested this awlul sum of
money of §115, thus OuLrageos
sum of money, and the only
thing 1 could think of to do to
recoup this outrigeous sum was
that T was going to breed her,
Before [ could do that, though, 1
was going to make her a cham-
pion 5o that her puppies would
be more valuable and, after all,
how difficult could that bhe?

With that in mind. I decided
that I was going to make this

dog a champion, breed her and
recoup my investment with her

puppies. Certainly the way
everyone should start in this
sport. (laughter) The purest of
goals - recouping our initial
investment and reading the
breed standard. These are all
good things we should be think-
ing about.

At thae time I was working
for Blue Cross and Blue Shu:]d
in Michigan, and one of our vice
presidents had great Danes, He
gave me some information
about a local puppy mawch. [
was 5o well informed aboue this
sport and about Samoyeds that |
was going off to this puppy
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match in Lansing, Michigan, on
& Sunday, and I was so much
smarter than the average
exhibitor because — you know
what 1 did the night before - 1
gave my puppy a bath! T was
going to have the cleanest puppy
there and, naturally, T'would
win!  (laughter] It never
dawned on me when | got 0 the
show the next day, that every
other exhibitor was going o
give their puppy a bath oo, It
never dawned on me! [ got to
this puppy match and Sharon
Kreimseiter and Nancy Estes,
who were co-breeding at that
time, were at this puppy match.
They were the very [irst
Samoyed people that I'd ever
met. Here 1 was with this
rangy, curly-coated, gay-tailed,
snippy-headed puppy. wha 1
thought was perfect and won-
derful. Mind vou, I've still
never read the standard for the
breed. Their puppies are all
these just off-square, Nuffy linle
cotton balls with these cute lindle
faces and tails up over their
backs and looking very different
from my puppy. I might add. I
think 1 go third ourt of three.
My next puppy match I go four
out of four, and if there are five
in the class I don't get a nbbon.
This goes on for a while,

At some: point at the end of
that summer or near fall, 1 look
at this scenario and I think to
mysell, "Hmm, my puppy
doesn’t look like the rest.”
(laughter) As they mature, it is
becoming more and more appar-
cnt I}ldl m} UP‘P‘- lﬁ- never
going to look like the rest of the
puppics. Amazingly, 1 get a
copy of the standard, It's a mir-
acle! (lauvghier) Iyead the san-
dard and decided that, although
this puppy really isn't going to
cut it, at this point I've kind of
started enjoying this experience,
I decided to investigate the pos-
sihility of another puppy. 1 get
another purp\ from breeders in
the area. | won't tell vou that
they didn't do the right thing.
They aught me everything they
knew, but unfortunately their
knowledge was very limited. At
that time, Mark and Janet Rus-
sell had purchased a dog from
the same breeders, Mark and
Janet and 1 hst;;‘pcn to live very
near to cach other; and we were
approximately the same age.
voung and starting out, and we
socialized a lot together and
went to dog shows a lot together
and learned a lot together along

the way.



The second puppy didn’t
work out for me, either. First of
all, it erawled around on its
belly and I could never really
get 1t to show, It was scared
death of everything. Of course,
I'm sull very wise at that poing
because now I've deaded that
I'm going to take this dog with a
temperament that you can't
show because it's crawling on its
belly,-and what am I going to do
but breed it. (laughter] That's
roing o bring it out of its prob-
h:m.-:. right? Still not learning as
much as [ should be or certamly
not as-much as I need. we end
up Xeraying this puppy - well,
actually 1t's nearly eighteen
months old - and it's dysplastic.
I just can't believe that it's dys-
plastic because it ean go over a
four-foot fence from a dead stop.
In fact, it is dysplastic. The co-
breeder, Chuck King, did some-
thing that I thought at the time
was terribly, terribly, terribly
cruel, but in hindsight twenty
vears down the road later, prob-
ably did me a big favor. He said
to me, “What are vou going o
do?” I said, "What do vou
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Che-Manteego'’s Lady in White CD, taken at eleven years.

mean, what am | going w do?”
I'm going to spay her and keep
her as a pet. He said, “If vou do
that, T will not honar the hip
guarantee.” “What?" I'said. He
said, Il you do not spay her
and place her in-a pet home, I
will not honor my }?zip guaran:
tee. 1 will not replace that
puppy for yvou." I thought he
was cruck and inhumane.

At the time [ had spent 8175
on this puppy; another ouira-
geous sum of money. I was
working and by that tme, sin-
gle, and could ill-afford to buy
another puppy. I thought he
was awful. I think, though, that
Chuck saw something then that
[ didn’t sée myself. and that was
that T was going to be a collec-
tor. In faet, I dated a fellow at
one point who accused me of
being the Statue of Libery. |
said, “The Statue of Liberty?"
*Yes,” he said, “Read the
inscription — give me your ared,
your homeless, vour huddled
masses.” (laughter) Chuck
King realized that with my per-
sonality, I could casily collect
every dog or criver that neede

a home, Chuck did a kind thing
because he knew, it sounds
crucl, just how much 1 loved
that dag. That dog slept on my
bed and that dog meant every-
thing to me. He thought il 1
could place that animal in anoth-
er home, then I was on my way
1o becoming a breeder. Really,
lie was right.

Years and vears down the
raad, when 1 had an older dog
that hadn't worked out to be
part of a breeding or show pro-
gram and people would say 1o

me, “How can you get rid of

this dog? Don't you love 2"
My answer was; "It's because [
loveit, because | know it's going
to a better place,” No matter
how good my home s here, no
matter how much 1 love it, it's
going to be one of the masses,
whereas if it goes to your home,
it will sleep on your bed. 1
Know 1ts nails will be oo long. 1
know its going to have a mat
behind its ear, 1 know you're
going to feed it seraps. I know
you're going to do all the things
[ old you not to do, bue 1 alse
know that iU's going to meet the
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kids at the bus stop, it's going on
vacaton with you, it will be on
the family Christmas card and
to me, that's a great tradeoff,
and I'm willing to make that
cvery day of the week. In
essence Chuck King did me s
wonderful, wonderful favaor
that, at the time, [ thought was
cold-hearted and cruel, but it
was good.

My beginnings in the sport
were not sterling. to say the
least. I didn't do my home-
work. [ started off with not
good dogs, All of my early dogs
were either dysplastic, not of
show quality or didn’t work out
one way or another. That was
good for me because it taught
me some hard knocks, By the
time I realized that what 1 had
wasn't very good, [also realized
that showing dogs was like hero-
in. 1 just couldn't pump enough
of it into my system, | was real-
ly hooked on the competitive
angle of it and decded that if |
was pgoing o be competitive. 1
had to do something about it; 1
had w upprade my stock,

I guess because 1 had such a



difficult time in the beginning, it
became important to me in the
future, when I was able w have
some success, that I help prevent
other novices from making some
of my mistakes, 1 always
thought it was very important to
help novices, to do what T could
to.

One time when [ was novice
{this: was back in the early
1970°s), 1 was at a dog show
somewhere down in Ohio, and
I'll never forge this. There I sat
with these two awful Samoveds.
One with this curly coatand gay
tail that I was still dragging
around because, after all, if
you're going to a dog show you
might as well enter her and the
other Samoved that crawled on
its belly. I think one was in the
American Bred class and the
other was in the Nowvice class -
these really non-competitive
classes. This tall, lanky fellow
came up to me and said, “Oh,
vou have Samoyeds.” Youth is
4 great thing, [ got very cocky
and arrogant and said, "Yes. 1
have show gquality Samoyeds.
I'm at a dog show.” He said,
“Well, that's nice. My family
and I have Samoyeds too.” 1
saitl that was nice and proceeded
to tell him the pedigrees, the
breeder, and how wonderful
these dogs were and on and on
and on.  He was being pracious
and kind and wonderful and
said, “Oh, that's terrific. Yes, I
can See they're lovely dogs.”
He's just being $o tolerant and
wonderful o me. 1 found out
later that was Bob Hritzo, who
happened at that tme to own
the number one Samoyed in the
history of the breed,  (laughter)
Whe graciously did not slap me
across the face, which is really
what I deserved, but instead just
went on to say how wonderful it
was that his family had
Samoveds wo. [ look back on
that experience years later and
thought that he should have just
slapped me across the Face. but
he didn't. 1 have since become
very close with the entive family
and I'm very fond of all of them.
I thought that's what 1 want o
be when I grow up. 1 want o
have that kind of graciousness
for the novices m our sport. |
don’t know il T have or not, but
that's what [ wanted to emulate.

That kind of answers the
question, "How did you get
started in this?™ Of course, by
the time I realized that I did
want to show the Samayeds, |
also realized that I'd become
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absolutely captivated by the per-
sonality of this breed. They're
just mushes. They're great
loves, sweéet and adorable -
they're Samoyeds.

Howo did yow actually find your
St real thotw dog?

Actually. T got lueky in that
the breeder, Chuck King, whao
had made me put this dysplastic
puppy in a home, the replace
ment for that puppy was a bitch
named Monteego's Lady in

White: At that tme I sull was
being the Statue of Liberty in
collecting animals. ['ve kind of
joked about it when saying, “If
you have a Samoyed that yeou
den’t want, call Chervl. She'll
take anything,” 1 probably had
mauztsgcd to accumulate eight or
ten Samoyeds from various
pedigrees and places and what-
not and, to be perfectly honest
in hindsight, all wogether proba-
bly didn't cqual one good

Samoyed.

1 had this menagerie of ani-
mals that I was {eeding. 1 was
still married at the ume and
thorpugh a series of coinci-
dences (my mother died sudden-
ly and unexpectedly, and my
voungest brother who was thir
teen years old at the time came
to live with me}. my hushand
and [ filed for divorce. Again,
things at the time that appear to
be grear tragedies in your life

Ch. Tarahill’s Casey Can Do seinming his first BIS. The Samoved Cliub of Americas
tops winning dog m 1985 and 1986, Handled by Nangy Martin.
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Ch. Tarakill’s Can Do Too,

somehow, and I hate to sound
like a Pollyanna, work our, |
would probably have gone on
forever collecting Samoveds that
were not going to fit into-a
breeding program or show pro-
gram or anything, just collect
ing. feeding and caring for them,
Because of the financial situation
I then found mysell in, through
the death of my mother and my
divorce, [ could not afford 1o
feed all those critters and my
brother and myself and had
make a hard choice. In hind-
sight, I probably should have
chisen to feed the dogs rather
than my brother, had I known
/how he was going to turn out,
(laughter) I made the choice at
the time that I had to get rid of
some of the dogs. There was no
way physically or financially
that T could afford to do this.
So, one by ong, | started placing
dogs m homes, from bad to bet-
ter. When I got all done and all
was sald and done, [ had one
biteh left and that was Mon-
teego’s Lady in White, Her call
name was “Jody" and I decided
that she was the only one T had
worth keeping. She became my
first champion and she alsa
became truly the foundation.
Every Tarahill Samoyed since
that day has gone back to that
one bitch. She was my daughter
trapped in a dog’s body, She
was wonderful,

She and I did wonderful, fun

things together. There are a
couple of stories about her, one
a fun story and the other kind of
a touching story that I've since
told to other people who came
back to me and told me they
were touched by i, Wonderful
staries, She got her Oirst champi-
onship points with Ron Pember-
ton. I was m Michigan at the
time and Ron put six or eight or
ten points on her, but she hadn’t
gotten her majors, At that ume
she was very different From
what was being shown in the
arca. She was a big, doggy bitch
and the only people who had
anything similar to her were

John and JoAnne Studebaker,

They had a bitch named Yenna

Tuva of Windy Ridge. John

and I would always fight 1o get
into the nng next w0 cach other
because all these other bitches
were slighter or more feminine
than ours. We knew thae if we
got next 1o cach other, we
would fit in better. That wits in
abour 1974,

Then she went out East o
Phil Marsman and finished her
championship. I have Saul and
Flo- Waldman to thank for that
because she was very different
from what was being shown in
Michigan at that time:

I think things have changed
in this sport dramatically, and
I'm sure. we'll discuss that later
in the interview, in terms of
traveling and how much more

Ch., Tarahill's Al Ducked Out
(Ch, Tarahill’s Everybody Duck x Ch. Tarahill’s One Tuff Cuokie),

homogenized we've become.
Back in the 1970%, people
weren't fiving a lot or shippin

dogs 1o u[rhf:lgpans of the E:f:uf
try, so we were far more region-
al i terms af our differences.
My bitch was very different
from what had been in the Mid-
west ab the ome.  Saul and Flo
Waldman moved from the East
to the Midwest and looked at
this bitch and said, *Oh my
God, look at the sidegait on that
bitch. Look at the movement.”
At the time, that wasn’t very
much appreciated in the Mad-
west. that kind of sidegait. so 1
owe it to them that they saw the
quality in this bitch, They said,
“You're struggling to finish her
here which s silly because she's
so good.” Send her 1o Phil
Marsman, with whom their
daughter Ste was working, and
in the Fast: they'd really appre-
ciate the sidegait on this bitch.
Which 1s what happencd, 1
think Phil fnished her the sec-
ond weckend he had her. She
went East and [inished her
championship and returned to
Michigan.

In the meantime, she had
become very much part of my
family and one of EEE‘ things 1
used to do was give heér comn on
the cob. Saul, Flo and Sue
Waldman had - all seen this of

Jody: you'd give her an ear of

com and she'd put one paw an
each end of the cob and then
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roll by roll, just like a human
being, she'd ear the corn from
the cob and trn the cob as she
went; Now she's out East with
Phil Marsman and they're at a
dog show, Jane and Bob
Forsyth were sull handling then,
and all the big East coast han-
dlers are all at this show, There
was a stand there ai the dog
show selling . corn on the cob,
and Sue Waldman said, “Watch
this!"™ She buys Jody an ear of
corn and gives it to her. Jody's
just devounng it, like a pig.
She's eating the cob-and every:
thing. Sue is horrified because
she's done all this bragging, and
all these important ptoph_' are
gu-'u:]; to-stand there and watch.
She turns to Jody and says,
“Jody Mari¢! That's not the
way vou eat corn in Michigan!™
At which pont, I swear to you,

Jody dropped the ear of corn,

put one paw on cach end and
proceeded to cat it row by row,
fike a lady. (laughter] That's
onc of my favorite Jody stories,
The other Jody story that 1
have w tell, whick 15 both sad
and wonderful; is: that i all the
years that I've had Samoyeds,
with two exceptions, my dogs
have never died, I've always
had to make the decsion w put
them down. One time I was
sobbing hvsterically in my
kitchen because my vet was on
the way over to put twe old
dogs'to sleep' for me. As he



walked in, I said; "Oh Jan, why
can't they just die in their
sleep?” He looked around and
said, “Why would they? Why
would you leave here it you had
a-choice™ Jody was: getting old,
she was [ifteen and onec-half.
Tarahill dogs have always been
longlived. T've been very lucky
but I've also taken very good
care of them too, not having
them overweight. She was get-
ting very old and 1 kept thinking
the time was coming and [ really
agonized over this. Was 1 going
to put her down too soon? Was
this just a spell and she was
going to bounce back? What if 1
denied her and mysell this extra
time wgether? Was 1 going 1w
put her down too late and have
her suffer needlessly because 1
was selfish? 1 was really agoniz:
ing over this, Every winter I'd
think, “This is her last winter,”
Then just about the time ['d
decide she wasn't going to make
it, we'd have warm weather and
she'd bounce back. and I'd be so
happy that [ hadn't done that.
Knowing, however, that she was
aging, | had been really and
truly agonizing over this.

My son was probably six at
the time and this bitch had been
around forever. She was eight
vears old when my son entered
the world, He had never known
a life without Jody. She was on
grednisnne and getting arthritic,

he could get going but you had
to help her get up. It was near
the holidays, on a Saturday
mght, and [ was throwing a big
Christmas party for 100 people.
My kennel girl was downstairs
grooming the house dogs before
the party, She had bathed and
groomed Jody and couldn’t get
her to stand, Every ume she'd
get Jody on her feet. her legs
would go out from under her,
The voung girl knew that I had
this big party and all these peo-
ple coming, and she wondered
what she was going to do. She
went and got my-soon-to-be hus-
band, Flovd, and said, *1 don't
know what to do, Jody can’t
stand up. I don't want to say
anything to Cheryl because
she’s got this big party in an
hour,”™ Floyd said to her,
“There’s no one coming o this
party tomight that s more impor-
tant to 'Ejh(‘r}'l than Jody.”
{laughter) “If this dog 15 going
to die, that's fine, but it's not
going to be on my head thae she
dies down here alone without
Cheryl knowing about it.” 8o
they made the decsion to come
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tell me,

After all these months that
I'd spent agonizing about what
to do and when to do it. as sure
as that bitch can talk, 1 walked
into that room, and she looked
at me and the look was as plain
as if she could talk, “Mom, it's
tme.” I knew in that instant
that it was the tme. [ said,
*You're right, Jody.” T went
upstairs and called the vet and
asked what she was doing the
next morning, Sunday? She
said. “Well, I have to do this
chinie.” 1 asked that when she
was done with the clinie that she
come to the house and pur my
old bitch down for me. She
said, *Yes, T'll be there about
eleven o'clock.” *Thank veu,” 1
said, and hung up and proceed-
ed to have the party.

Jody snapped back, She was
like a fmlr-}'carﬁld.! 1 thought
that she could have anything off
the table that she wanted. T gave
her Baileys all night. (laughter)

Everyone said, “Sure, she's feel
ing good - she's drunk!” So
what, she's going 10 get diarrhea
or an upset stomach and throw
up. This is going to be a prob-
lemvas of tomorrow? I'm telling
you, it was like she was dancing
the jig that might, She was like a
puppy. She had the best time, |
stayed up with her that might
until the early hours of the
maorning: Flovd kept looking at
her and she was doing so well,
she had this great sparkle in her
eve and she was just doing great,
Floyd said, *Look how well
she's doing this moming, Don't
you want to reconsider your
decision?” [ said. “No. She
wanis to go out on a high note
and I'm going to let her. That's
the way she's going our.” The
ver came the next morning and
my twao daughters (they weren't
my daughters vet) and my son
were there. They were abowr
six, seven, and eleven, We had
explained the whole process and

Natasaha af five months ofd, February 22, 1989 (Ch. Taralalls
Som af a0 Dk x Ch. Taraball'y" Can Do To),
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what was going to happen with
the vet that moming: They had
their chance to say goodbye to
Jody, Then I'm in the kiwchen

with Jody in my arms. The vet

has given her the sodium pen-
tathol and discreetly left because
I'm sobbing hysterieally with
this biteh in my armis. I have no
control and I'm jist a mess. My
son comes-indand | think now
that was truly a Hallmark
moment: That sweet little child
with those chubby little arms
puts them around my neck and
says, “Mom? Why did vou
have to kill Jody?' 1 didn't
know then that would be the
first time he would rip my heart
out. (laughter] There were
going to be many more tmes he
was going to do that. That's the
story of Jody Marie Waener or
Ch. Moenteego Lady in White,
who got her CD in four shows
at the age of eight. She was pret-
ty remarkable,

Heze many lifters have you bred?

I have no idea. Isn’t thar
awlul? (laughter) People ask
me that all the tme or they'll ask
me how many champions I've
bred. 1 guess I eould go through
the records and get that number
but to me it was never that
important.  The number you've
bred or the number of champi-
ons you've produced wasn't as
important 1o me as quality. 1
never bred a lot. In the carly
vears, in the 1970 and imto the
carly 1980's, maybe one liver a
year, sometimes two litters a
vear. Then I would say from
the mid-1980"s to the mid-
1950's, sometimes two luwers a
year, sometimes three litters a
year. I also never had very big
livers, My average litter size in
the last decade was four.

I have an interesting theory
on that too. Actually T don't
have a theory, John Swdebaker
does, Years ago, John Smdebak-
er and | were at a dog show
together with a group of other
people.  John's background, for
those who may not knaw, was
with the pharmaceutical compa-

ny Upjehn. He did a lot of

genetic things with sheep and
cows, and genetic studies with
seed hybridization. Kind of an
interesting background. We
were talking about breeding and
genetics and such. Jody. my
original bitch, was an ouwtcross —
an outcross from an outcross.
Her father was an Enghsh dog
mamed Am/Eng Ch. Fair Villa
Kimitaz, and he was an English
champion who lived in the US.
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Left to right: Ch. Tarahil's Everybody Duck and handler Cheryl Weigner with sire Ch. Tarakill's S of a Dreck
and handler Chris Jones, and litterbrother Ch. Tarahilts Duke of Earl and handler Stirley Hitter,

and then ended up back in
Canada. He was sired by a dog
named Fair Villa Istaban of Ara-
bis, who was also an English
dog. They took Kimitaz and
er dam was ... [ didn’t think I'd
ever forgee that. 1 just blanked,
Anyway, she was a Hazel and
Ken Prince Neko granddaugheer
who was then bred 1o Jac-Lin's
Little Debutante. White Thun-
der of JacLin's — that was her
mother’s name,  Her call name
was Trinket, 1 ended up nam-
ing one of Jody’s daughters
Trinket because thought that
Wis ﬁllih 2 Ereal namc,

Trnket had three different
pedigrees going on and none
|r:-i.!lu:l to each other at all, ban
that's another story on how 1
think she should have been bred
and where. When I was breed-
ing her, I was getting large livers
of seven, eight or nine, Her
daughters were having livers of
six or seven, All of a sudden, [
was consistently getding litters of
four, We're at this dog show
talking and I was telling my per-
sonal theory which was that, in
the beginning when I had very
few r&"llllm-'{'d% they all lived in
the house as house pets-and |
had large litters, Now that [ had

3

a “mere professional” operaton
and they were in a more kennel:
type environment, even though
my litters were whelped in the
house; the licters were all a stan-
dard of four. I assumed. logical-
Iy 1 thought, that somehow the
connection was their being fami-
ly pets versus being in a kennel
environment and IJ]J_'- was reduc-
ing their ferulity. At which
point, Studebaker said no, but
that they had done a lot of swud-
ies on pigs or sheep, and it was
that T started with a very out-
crossed pedigree. So evenaf 1
bred her to things in her pedi-
gree, which [ did do; 1 sull had
s0 much outcrossing going on.
As I moved down in my
generations, I was breeding
nghtcr and LI].,]ltcr in linebreed-
mg. At some pomnts, [ would rell
you that [ came close to what I
thought was some really tight
lincbreeding, Pat (Craige) Tror-
ter thought not, and some other
people thought I was inbreeding.
[ guess it's-all in your definition.
but I was breeding tighter and
tighter and [ was doing lots of
hall’ sister/hall’ brother breeding,

John said that the studies with

the pigs or sheep showed that
the tighter vou linebred, the

smaller your liver size gou
Obviously that proved true in
my kennel.

Which would you say 2as your

biest fither?

I don't know that I had a
best litter. 1 would prefer o
think of it as a best breeding,
and the reason | make that dis-
tinction is that I beligve 1 had
some good quality in every linter
that 1 bred. I would say best
breeding because that’s what
helped me carry forward. The
best breeding I ever did was to
breed to Am/Can Ch. North
Starr’s King's Ransom. He
probably was the finest
Samoyed I've ever had the
chance to put my hands on. He
was a wonderful dog! He had
some faults but he had wonder-
ful gualines: he had a wonder-
ful front end and wonderful
sidegait. | bred Jody to him and
out of that litter I gor my Trin-
ker bitch. Interestingly. almost
all my good dogs I can trace
back, one way or another, to
that breeding. Some of my best
ones.

I have no idea how many
chamipions I've bred. In my old
kennel, I used 1o have the walls
lined with certificates of the dogs
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I'd finished, that 1 had kepr. |
personally probably owned 25-
30 champions. People from our-
side the Samoved breed came to
kennel and were surprised thae |
had bred and owned that many
champions. That doesn't count
the champions that 1 sold. 1
don't know, I would guess 40
mavbe, [ dido’tsell a lot of dogs
to show homes because that was
never my priority. My priority
was that they go into a good
home. Whether or not they
showed the dog was irrelevant.

What i the bet dog that you e
trvmed ar bed?

Best for what? Bestin terms
of a show record? DBest in terms
of a sire? Best in terms of a
dam? Best family pet?” There
are a lot of bests there. Obwvi:
ously, the biggest winner I ever
owned was Bud(l} Am/Bda Ch.
Tarahill's Evervbody Duck. He
retired as the second top win-
ning Samoyed in the hiswory of
the breed and he was the num-
ber one Samoved in the country
for two years. He did great win-
ning for me but I don’t know
that he was the best dog that 1
ever bred. Ch. Tarahill's Casey
Can Do, who was his grandfa-
ther, was. my first Best m Show



dog, so maybe he's the best dog
[ ever bred. This dog that's
lying at my feet right now, he's a
wonderful family pet. My hus-
band and son adore this animal
like they never did any of the
fancy show dogs. This dog did
lots of Eoc}d winning as a puppy.
finished his championship, and
he's never been in the ring since.
He is a wonderful ambassador
for the breed. Ewveryone who
sees this dog falls in love with
his temperament and his person-
ality and thev'll ask, “How's
Rudy?” S0 maybe Ch.
Tarahill's Rue the Day is the
best one 1 ever bred. What's
best? 1don't know,

What s your. faverite story about
an melividial dog?

[ told you the wonderful
story about Jody and her corn
on the cob. Two of my most
memorable stories both nvolve
showing. My old Casev dog.
who Nancy Martin showed, 1t
was his retirement.  This dog
had been to a kazillion, trillion
dog shows in the years that he
had shown, and he was renring
as the number one Samoved in
the country. This was back in
1986, somewhere around there.
As we get old. the mind is the
first thing to go - it all kind of
fades together now. Nancy was
showing this dog in December;
it was the end of the year and
the last shows of December are
the four Chicago shows. Tt was
a very emotional moment for all
of us. We were all in the Breed
ring, teary-eyed that this dog
was going to retire and come
home, The judge had pulled the
dogs out on the diagonal and
she's pulled Casey out to be Best
of Breed, Kay Bailey 1o be Best
of C}E];usite and I've forgotten
who Best of Winners was. She's
going to send them around the
ring one last time. Nancy
always showed Casey, who, like
his son here. was a big dog, at
the end of a six-foot lead.  She
would let that lead out as Far as
she could and off she and that
dog would go. I guess the jud
s:;% to ta-k%othcglarmmdl a:l?;
Nancy wasn't ready with the
lead or something, but Casey
wis ready and away he went.
Nancy had no lead on the dog
but the dog had been to so
many dog shows that he figured
he knew what to do at this tme,
Naney's following behind him
and nobody's got a lead on this
dog. As he'd get 1o a corner,
Nancy would tell him tw slow
down to make the cormer, which
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Rows with Oh. Mondecan's L’n:{y i FVite CLY and
Ch. Tarahill's Fupossible Dream.

he would do and then off he
would go again. [ stood up to
block the gate entrance to the
ring, thinking that the dog
wottld he con‘u’ng around and go
right on out. The dog came
right around to the Best of
Breed sign and stopped dead
still, just as the judge pomnted,
“You'll be Best of Breed!” Kay
Bailey looked at me and said, “I
wouldn't pay her for today. She
didn’t really show this dog; he
showed himsell.” 1 turned to
Nancy Martin and said, *Why
are we retiring him when he's
finally fgured out what to do?™
(laughter)

ne of my other favorite
storics is-also abour Casey: 1
have lots of favorite stories 1o
tell about memorable things that
they’ve done as family pets, but
one of my other favorie show
stories is about one of my
favorite wins. One of my
favorite moments in winnimg 15
the show I didn't win. It was
Upstate New York with this
Casey dog. One of the judges
for whom [ have tremendous
rcsBccl for her ability-as-a judge,
15 Denny Kodner. Denny was

.-“d(?"i-“g Best in Show and Casey
a

won the Group that day.
This was when _]imm‘i; Maoses
had Covy-Tucker Hill's Man-
hattan, who at that tme was the
top winning German Shepherd
of all dme, actually T think the
top winning do ulyany breed of
all time. Elliott More was show:
ing the Golden Retriever to
whom Denny Kodner had given
the National, It came time for
Best in Show and Deénny pulled
out the Shepherd, the Samoyed
and the Rewiever, and very
quickly made it a contest

between the Shepherd and the
Samoyed. Then she put them
out in that huge Best in Show
ring, and sent Jimmy-and Hatter
and Nancy and Casey around
together. Nancy just kept letting
more and more lead out on
Casey and said, “Catch him,
Casey.” To watch those dogs
go around the ring together and
at the end, that Samoyed caught
the Shepherd, and she actually
had to reel him back in to keep
him from running up on the
Shepherd. 1 got gooschumps
aver that, Téd me it was so-excit-
ing o watch.

Ultimately Denny gave it to
the German Shepherd, but to
even be considéred in thar kind
of company was thrilling, The
show I'didn’t win ended up
being more thrilling than most
of the shows that I won. Any-
one reading this now whe
knows Denny Kodner knows
that she can be very abrupt. 1
went to her afterwards and [
was gushing, [ was so thrilled
with this and said, “Oh, Denny.
How exaiting for me to even be
considered.” I went on about
how beautiful Hatter was-and [
was sincere about that. He was
a magnificent animal and Jimmy
Moses 1s the Michael Jordan of
handlers. He's ineredibly talent
ed and has since become a good
friend of mine, now that we've
both moved to the Atlanea area.
I was in Michigan and Jimmy
lived in Upstate New York: 1
just kept going on to Denny
Kodner about how thrilling 1t
was for me even to be consid-
ered in the same company. 1
was going on and on, at which
point Denny turned o me and
said, “Your dog's no slouch
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either,” and with that turned on
her heel and walked away.

Wikich dog was the bigeest char-
acter of all your dogx?

Wow. The whole breed is
kind of goofy. This dog here at
my feet right now - 1t didn’t
dawn on me when he was a
puppy, I just thought he was
going to be a really good exam-
ple of the breed. It didn't dawn
on me until he got older. One
day I turned to my husband and
said, “You know what this dog
is? This dog is what I've been
doing for other people for twen-
tv years. This dog’'s my pet.”
This dog, since Jody, is the dog
that's most caprured my heart,
T'we had a lot of favorite bitches,
I really love my bitches. Trinket
was one of my all-ime favorie
bitch and every daughter of hers
has been one of my favorites.
The Lucky Duckling bitch who
is her daughter is- one of my
favorites. This dog,-as you saw
when vou came in. is a charac-
ter. He just sits there and starts
with his paw and he's kind of
obnoxious about it. He also has
a basket of toys and he never
chews up -anything, which is
unusual because Samoyeds can
be destructive. Any of his
squeaker toys, we call them his
babies, he carries around just
squeaking them: As soonas the
squeaker goes, he loses interest
and never plays with it again,
He's kind of a character. He
Just hangs out being the family

et

Do you forl that pedigrees i this
breed r.rz;: bﬂ'jhjft'd mﬂj:f’f:mjmj?

Accuracy for what? The
sire is who you say it 15?7 Accu-
racy in terms of breeders being
honest about the geneuae faulis of
the dog?

Would you speak to both?

I think our pedigrees are
accurate. First of all, this is an
interestung breed in that, for the
most part, we're not a lot of big
kennels, These dogs generally
don't do well in a kennel enwi-
ronment. They do better as
family pets. We're not a big
money breed. We're not a
super competitive breed, I vou
look at some other breeds like
Boxers or Dobermans, vou're
starting with handlers in the
Puppy class at six months old.
and it's super competitive. This
breed has not attracted that ele-
ment. Jt's more of a family, a lot
of ownerfhandlers, In some
other breeds that are big time
winners and all that, you might
have a liverbrother substituted




tor the big winner as a sire. I'm
not saying that happens, I'm just
saying it's possible. [ don't
think that’s generally tru¢ with
the Samoyed breed because
we're not running these big ken-
nel operations. When vou send
a dog to a breeder, that may be
the only stud dog there. Gener
ally speaking, our pedigree can
be trusted to be whar it says it is,

In terms of genetic prob-
lems, 1 think it's not exclusive of
Samovyeds, and it's trug of many
breeds out there, [ have a big
luxury right now in that 4 cou-
ple of years ago I gave up breed-
ing and actively showing; the
more distance T get between that
and today, the franker my opin-
ions become.  (laughter; The
less concerned I become about
offending someone. [ probably
should have been more con-
cerned about thae earlier, There
arc many Samoyed breeders, as
well as other breeds, who are
still operating under the igno-
rance 15 bliss theorv: il we don’t
test far it, we won't find it
They're right, but that deesn’t
mean that it won't exist, (laugh-
ter}

Have you wsed imbreeding, line-
breeding: and. outorosing, and when
b you think 1t showld be wsed?

My favonte breeding is line-
breeding, [ absolutely love line-
breeding. That should be the
primary source of breeding that
vou do. With any breeding
baok that vou'll read, cach chap-
ter tells you o siart with superi-
or quality animals. 1 wish T had
startedd with bewer animals than
I did. It took me ten years and
three generations to get to a
point, an expensive point, that
would have been much cheaper
{or me in the beginning o just
buy better animals. 1 didn’t
know that then. That would be
one of my frst pieces of advice.
Linebreeding is always the most
successful because you're breed-
ing like 1o like. [ like inbreed-
ing, and I guess the reason is
that it depends on why you're
inbreeding. Juse for me, I'm not
right and I'm net wreng, it's just
what 1 did; it wasn’t important
teme to produce good dogs
nearly as much as it was impor-
tant to me to know why 1 pro-
duced good dogs. Sometimes [
did something chciﬂcally. In
fact, Nancy Martin and I used 1o
have a lat of disagreements over
my breeding: how she wanted
me to breed versus how [ want-
ed to breed. It was important
for me to know why 1 was
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breeding and why I was produc:
ing something; so someumes [
specifically bred twa faules
together to find out if it was
genotypical or phenotvpical.
Inbreeding 1s very helpful when
you want ta find out it there is a
problem in your pedigree and
vou want it 1o come to the sur-
face so you know where it is, or
if you ave test breeding to geneti-
cally clear an animal to find out
whether it's a carrier of a certain
faule.

Number one, linebrecding
should be primary. Inbreeding
if you're looking to find a fault
or if vou're locking 1o double up
on something, I was never
lucky enough to have two ani-
mals that I considered so superi-
or that I was willing to inbreed
them. 1 never got that lucky,
Lots of other breeders do that
their first generation. It's amaz-
mg to me their very frst litter
they have enough quality. Of
course these are the very same
brecders that can tell you before
the licter opens their eyes that
they are show qualiy,

Outcrossing you can do if
your hne is lackmg something
that vou want to bring in, and
you go to another line that 15
strong in that weak area of
yours: When vou outeross, if
vou're breeding your linebred
dog to an outcross, the best
thing to do 15 to breed to an out-
cross that is strongly linebred.

Who ar what has tnfTuenced your
breeding the mast?

That's an interesting ques-
tion: In the beginning I was
influenced by looking at my

bitch: what I liked about her

and how I thought she needed
to be impraved. As I said, she
came from these three distinet
different bloodlines, and 1
looked at the three bloodlines
and what [ liked about those
bloodlines, I got to pick which
one | wanted to focus. Inially
in the beginning, T decided 1t
was really the Siﬁ:cr Maoon and
that part of the pedigree that I
thought I liked. I focused on
that. Some of that influenced
what I liked. I didn't so0 much
become influenced by Samoyed
people within my breed because
as I said, early on I wasn't fortu-
nate enough to have good men-
toring. I don’t mean that ina
critical sense, I just wasn't fortu-
niate enough to have 1it. The
people who started me in the
breed got out of it, but I looked
at people in other breeds who
were successful and how they

achieved that success. Not the
people who had one big winner.
Anybody can have one big wine
ner, That's a fluke and a check-
boek. The people, like Pat
Trotter, who consistently gener-
ation after generation were
ranked number one in the coun-
try, and Julic Gasow. I looked
at how they ran their breeding
programs and almost without
exception, they were linebred.
How many dogs do you heep
now?
I have - are we countin
Pomeranians wo? My husbﬁng
counts them. (laughter] I'say if
you put them all tagether you
den’t get one whole dog.
tlaughter) I have the two
Pomeranians and the rwo
Samoyeds, Ch, Tarahill's Lucky
Duckling and Ch, Tarahill’s
Rue the Day, When I stopped
breeding and showing, Cphris'
Jones, who is still part of my
family, took some of my young
dogs. [ think she has three
breedable bitches and a young
stud dog living with her, My
friend, Ginger Aldrich, here in
Adanta has two of my breedable
bitches. They're in their names
and they arve their animals, but 1
know where some of my stuff
still is if I need a new placernent
puppy orif I get the itch 1o get
back into the ring agan,
What's the most dogs you ve ever
kept?
The most was probably
between eighteen and twenty. |
don't think [ ever got over twen-
2‘, but what Chris and [ used to

o was keep a lot of littermates.
We kept a lot of young dogs but
that was a luxury we had. We
had the space and the physical
help to be able ta keepa lot of
young dogs. 1 think this is
maybe not true for a lot of other
breeds that are more popular
and make the big bucks. Cer-
tainly for Samoyeds, you don't
make big bucks on a puppy.
Most.Samoyed breeders are
breeding for themselves. [ cer-
tainly was.. I was breeding for
mysell and coincidentally I may
have had some other puppies w
sell to the public. I never bred a
litter with the thought that we'd
have lots of puppies to sell to the
public. T think that’s true for
most Samoyed breeders, 1 kept
a fot of young dogs. The theory
Em:s that you're supposed to

ave - I'm a great one for read-
ing books so [ know lots of theo-
ries — {laughter) one-third of
your kennel ‘as your young
stock that is coming up, one-
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third of your kennel is your
active breeding and showing
stock, and one-third of your
kennel is your geriatric old dogs
that are waiting to go to their
reat reward. Great theory!
nfortunately. in my case the
old dogs never know when it's
time to leave. (laughter) They
say, "Naw, I think we'll hang on
another year or so0.” These two
dogs here, | don't even know
how old they are. T'd guess ten
and twelve. That's another
thing. I never want to know
exactly how old they are
because then I weat them like
old dogs. (laughter) If you
don't know, your mind does
funny things. The years pass
by, and 1 keep thinking this dog
15 only six or seven when actual-
lv. he’s a lot older than that
In my case, my third, third,
third theory never worked out,
particularly for Chns and me,
because we did a lot of special-
ing. Weenjoyed it, not that it
was necessarily productive to a
breeding kennel. We enjoyed
showing which meant we iepl. a
lot of young males that had
potential. As they grew up,
sometimes they finished their
championships and we'd decide
that we weren't going (o use this
dog in a breeding program or
we weren't going to special the
dog. ‘and he needed to be
neutered and live as somebody's
housepet. He needs a beteer Life
than growing old in this kennel,
Many times we Kept littersisters
and as they grew up, we'd know
that we weren't going to breed
both of them and this one has
something we need that this one
doesn't, or this one has a fault
that we don't need that we
already have in the pedigree, so
why not spay them and place
them in a pet home. We were
probably skewed in that we had
lots of young dogs that, as they
matured, sometimes went Lo
homes. We kind of ebbed and
flowed. Seems we'd keep a lot
of young dogs and then they'd
hit that two or three year mark
and finish their championships.
Then we'd say, "Well, we're not
oing to nced this or that.”
%Vc'd start weeding out and go
from maybe eighteen down to
twelve, and then we'd slowly
creep back up again, then we'd
weed out. I think cighr.ccn or
nineteen was the maximum we
had.

To be continued ...



