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The Samayed Quarlerly

Samoyed people

The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with
Susan Hampton
RISUK!
Pagosa Springs, Colorado

This tterinew was conducted af
the hame of Susan Hampion in
August 2002 by Lynne Roberlson.

Hiret long have you been in the
breed, anid hon dtid yene et strteed i
dogs?

" We have had Sammys for
32 years. We started with a it
tle Spitz. who died of distemper
before he was five months old.
We decided we wanted to go
with the: “real thing.” The Spitz
was sold to us as a minature
Samoyed, We saw pictures of a
Sammy, and that was what we
wanted, but we had no clue
where to find one. We locked
in the phone book, and talked to
a few kennels. in town, but they
didn’t have any clue, This ad
happened 0 be in the paper for
miniature Samoyeds, and 1t
wrned oot o bea Spitz, It had
no pigment around the eyes; it
was really an ugly thing, but we
thought it was the most béautiful
puppy we had ever seen.
(laughter] After we lost that lit-
tle Spitz; whose name was
Kayah, we decided we wanted
to get a purebred, We were y-
ing to decide berween 2
Keeshond, a Chow Chow, a
Malamute, a Siberian and a
Samoyed. We did find breeders
of those dogs, and we went to
interview the dogs.

We weren't really crazy
about the temperaments until we
met the Sammy. That was the
last breed that we went to look
at, and we just fell in love. We
decided that was what we want-
ed, and we were willing to wait.
The Sammy that we found,
these people had just moved
from California. They were get-
ting a puppy back from a stud
fee. We were going to ger pick
puppy of that litter, and we
en(fed up taking a male.

We knew absolutely nothing
about showing or anything. 'We
had no clue that we were going
to be doing that. We happened
to be walking ina mall when
this puppy was four months old,
and they had a fun mawch going

on with the local kennel club.
Ome of the ladies in the kennel
¢lub came up to us and asked if
we were going to enter the fun
match, and said we had a beauti-
ful puppv. We said no, that we
didn't know anvthing about
that: we were just walking our
dog. She said that she thought
we could win, because it was
such a beamiful puppy. The fun
match was on the otlier side of
the parking lot, and this puppy
was barely lead-broken,  We

pomt on.

Then we bought a bitch
from a show kennel, and she
wined out to be very vgly. She
didn't have a temperament to
show, We bred her to our
champion, and we got a litde
female which we started show-
ing. Her name was Ch. Ri-5u's
Lit'l B O'Honey, We finished
her in nine shows, too, We
were very hooked by that ome.
We decided we wanted to go
full blast. The first really good

Swsan with Roxy {lefl) and Buckwheat {right).

had no wdea how to bathe 4 dog,
or show a dog, but we ook this
puppy in the show. We beat
one other little Samoved. and
then we took first in Group.
We were hooked!

We started showing that
dog, but we had never even
talked to anybody who had
Sammys. We had no clue how
to groom; we didn’t even know
that you are supposed to bathe
and comb them, We had a
slicker brush, and we just went
over this dog. He finished in
nine shows, His name was Ch.
Sammic Kai Czar of Sabacea.
We were addicted from that

show dog that we bought was
from Doris MecLaughlin of Sil-
veracres Kennel. We got a
beantiful linle female, and it
went on from there.

Haw many litters have you bred?

I have no idea! (laughter) 1
would have to go through the
records. It has been ten vears
since we have bred for show
purposes. The only time we did
a breeding is when I needed
another show dog, or if 1 had
lost a dog. We didn't do a lot of
breeding, Being very actve for
26 years, weé probably had
twelve or thirteen litters.

Can_you vemember wihich way
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your fest lifter?

We had several exceptional
hiters. But, the most consistent
litter was cut of Taboo and
Sabre. Late in the game. as we
were getting ready to stop show:
ing, I had a wonderful female
named Risuko's Taboeo. [ ook
her to one show when she was
six months old, and she was just
a shy litde puppy. She was real-
ly cute and spunky, but the first
show I took her to, she was
attacked by two Rottweilers.
One grabbed her tail, and the
ather grabbed her front leg, and
they just started chewing-on her.
We were on our way to the
ring, and we went in the ring
amyway, and we won that show,
But she wene in shaking, The
judge saw the whale thing hap-
pen. so I don't know if he felt
sorry for her orwhat, Shewasa
beauniful litde puppy. and she
won that day. She won the next
day, too. But alter that we
couldn’t take her o any more
shows, because every time she
saw large black dogs, she would
absolutely freak out, She ended
up being a beaunful, very athlet-
ic dog. ‘She never got her cham:
pionship, theugh.

We bred her to a dog that
we bought from Sanorka, Ch.
Sanorka’s Silver Sabre
(Risuko, which was a smaller
male. He was 21 1/2 inches tall.
Taboo was 22 1/2 inches tall,
and evervbody told me that 1
wis cragy breeding these two.
They said I was going w have
little bitty males dand huge
females! They all said it wasn't
going to work: that you just
don't do that, But from the tme
I had her, I had a picture of a
male in my mind that [ wanted
to breed her ro.

Janice Hovelman had just
used our stud dog at that time,
Ch. Risuke's Miscer Moonlight,
who was a multi-Best in Show
winner, and had got some lovely
puppies out of that. She was
telling me about a liver that she
had which was eight weeks old
at the time. She had kept a male
out of that, As a matter of fact, 1
think: the whole litter was all
males. ' 5he had kept one male
out af that for herself, and she
was talking to me about him and
how cute he was., It went back




to the Kondako line, which was
in our lines. That was the line
that | wanted to go back o for
Taboo, to get that cute linle bear
head, and the smaller ears.
Taboo had bigger ears, she was
very tall, and she had a really
big chest. Beautiful movememnt
and a long neck; she was an ath-
letic dog: but she needed more
“pretry’s.” So she was talking to
me about this puppy, not want-
myg to sell this dog, bur she twld
me about the pedigree and 1 told
her it was just what I wanted. |
asked il she would be willing 1w
sell him, and she smd she want-
ed to talk to her husband about
it. She called back the next day
and said yes, they would sell
hine, At the time he was twelve
weeks old when 1 got him.

His name was Sabre, Sanor-
ka's Silver Sabre O'Risuko. He
finished his championship, and
was very cute. He was a clean
mover, and he had lovely, beau-
tiful pigment, dark eyes, and
small ears. He had all the things
that 1 had pictured in my mind
to breed 1o Taboo., At the nme [
couldn’t find another stud dog
that I wanted to use with this
bitch, 5o we did this breeding,
and we got seven puppies; five
girls and two boys. They were
absolutely beaudful, and it was
exactly what 1 bad thought we
would get. They were so good,
[ couldn’t believe it. [ thougha
since we had got a dog from a
different kennel, 1 wasn't really
seeing what | thought T was see-
ing. 5o I sold many of those as
pets, | co-owned one of the
muales, which ended up being a
top stud dog and a very good
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Our first Sanyeed — Che Sammie Ket Crar of Subacea,

dog in the show ring, That was
Ch. Risuko's Joi of Snowonder,
wha we co-owned with Fred
Breckbuhl, “Zoomie™ was a

Litter from breeding of Ch. Sanirka's Stloer Sabre O Rineko to Riwho's
' Stoeetest Tabow,

lovely dog, just a beautiful dog,
After seeing Zoomie in the ring,
we had requests for more pup-
pies out of that breeding.

We kept a female who
ended up dying ata year old,
We took her in o have her hips
x-rayed, but she died of an over-
dose of anesthedc. We wanted
to do-a repeat breeding so we
could have a [emale too, 30 we
did that. Several of those pup-
pies went to show homes. and
they all fimished. Tt was a lovely
breeding. A lot of those dogs
were the foundations of kennels:
Four of the puppies. in fact, of
those litters went on w be foun-
dauons of kennels iand specialty
winners.

The one that I kept, Ch:
Risuko's Silver N’ Lace; was a
specialty winner. Two of her Tu-
terbrothers were specialty win-
ners; one took a Reserve at the
MNational, and finished at the
Minnesota specialty with Win-
ners. Dog, - His litterbrother took
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Reserve Winners at the Min-
nesota specialty. It was a lovely
breeding, and 1 had people call
ing me E't:-m all over the country
saving, 1 can’t believe you got
these puppies out of that huge
bitch and that little male! They
are wonderful!” That was really
the last breeding that we have
done, ather than this recent one
when we losc Lacey. [ had o
have another female, but we
ended up gerting three males,
So I have & male right now: out
of that hiteer, [ intentionally kept
the worst male. [ didn’t want to
be tempted to go back out in the
ring. I pamed him what my fel
low breeders say is the most
horrible name: his name 15
Risuka’s Cream Of Wheat, and
we call him *Buckwheat.”
(laughter) He wrned out to be
gorgeous. | had a breeder call
me about him, and want to use
him, buat as soon as he heard his
name he sawd he couldn't have
“that” in his pedigree. It is an
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Ch. Roukos Dinomg Dermon,

awful name.

That is okay with me,
because T really don't want
another stud dog. [ may go into
the show ring, just because |
think he is a lovely dog and he
would be a lot of fun to show,
He is very much a character,
He 15 one of those males that
keeps vou on your toes. When
he was a litle baby we nick-
named him “Piranha”™ because
he had his tecth on everything,
Wherever you had this puppy -
myy son would ke him o bed
with him starting at two weeks
of age, this litle tiny baby, and
he was just constantly chewing
his* cheeks. [ kept telling
Thomas not o let him do that,
because he would want o chew
on things when he was older.
Sure enough, I have dining
room chairs in there with weeth
marks all over them. [ have
never had a dog before that
destroved furniture. He would
lay there and chew away, Right
now he is chewing on his moth-
er, "Roxy.” He is very particu-
lar where he chews on hery he
likes to grab her by the base of
the tail. where she can almost
get to him but not quite. He
doesn’t grab her by the end of
the taill. He has got her; she is
over there geuting mad and wry
ing to-grab him. She whips
around trying to bite him back,
but she can't gevto him, That is
his big game.

Wihat w the best dog you have
aeneed or bred? '

Prabably Ch. Risuko’s Mhs-
ter Moonlight, 1 did not name

that dog! That breeding was a
half-brother to halfsister, 1 did
not want to do that breeding,

because T just was very cautious
about breeding too close, That
was my husband's idea; he said
it would bea wonderful breed-
ing. The sire was Ch. Risuko's
Big Guy O'Whitechff, and the
dam was Ch, Risuko's Shady
Lady. My husband kept saying
those dogs would complement
each other so beautifully. He
said, “Just let me be i charge; 1
will do this breeding. IF it
doesn't work, it will be my
fault,” He finally talked me into
i, and I was stll not convineed
even when [ had these puppies
in front of me, that they were
zood enough for me o keep,
We had'a couple in Okla-
homa who wanted a show dog,
and they said they would finish
him. "The main thing they want-
ed was a beautiful head. They
loved cur type and our heads,
and they wanted 2 male that
looked like “Big Guy.” They
wanted a beautiful head, pig-
ment. eyes, and a white coat. 1
had a puppy in that liter who

was absolutely gorgeous; and
that was what they wanted. 5o
we sold them this dog. [ would
hear from her every once in a
while about how beautiful this
dog was, and I would just say,
*Yeah, yeah.” When that dog
was seven months old, she
called me on the phone crying.
She was going through a
divorce, and her husband want-
ed 1o take the dog She did not
want him to have the dog: she
asked me o ke the dog back:
she wanted me to take hum and
finish him, I said yes, | would
take him back, but as wo whether
or not I would show him, |
couldn’t say. [ rold her if he was
good enough. | would show
hamy, dand 1f he wasn't, 1 would
place him in a pet home. She
told me “Nicki” was a “Best in
Show dog,” At that point we
had never had a Best in Show
dog, and [ thought, “Yeah,
right!”

We went to the Oklahoma
show, but I didn't see her until

Resull of first beeeding out of Ch. Saminie Kai Crar of Sabacear and Ch, Re-Sp's L] Bit O Honey.
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k. Risuko’s Mister ﬂ-faru.ul'.r:g.'n’,
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Ch. Riswka's Mister Moonlight taking BOB at eleven months, along with littersister Ch. Risufo’s Lit T Brt O Triskit takimg BOS.

the last day. We had fun, I was
coming out the ring with rib-
bons in my hand. 1 had two

dogs in one hand, and another

person outside holding a male
that I was showing. This
woman who had Nicky ran up
to me crying, and put this leash
in my hand. Now I had three
dogs. She said he was wonder-
ful and she hoped [ would da
well with him, and then she
walked off, Here I had three
dogs, and people coming up to
me congratulating me because
we had just won. [ was trying to
look at Nicky, but I couldn™t
reallv see anything because 1
had two other dogs with me and
ribbons. We went back o the
van, I loaded everybody up, and
I put Nicky in the crate. We
went home, and on the way
home. we stopped at a rest stop
to walk the dogs. My husband
said that Nicky was beautiful,
and asked if I had looked at
him. T said, “Neot really; I didn’e
get a chance.” He told me 10
look at the dog, and he took him
up and down the sidewalk. 1
gaw that he was beaunful and

really moved nice, too: 1 siarted
geuing really excited: [ thought
it was like a Cinderella story. |
sold this beawtiful puppy who 1
thought was kind of mediocre in
strircture, but he turned out to
be outstanding,

We got home: and as 1 was
coming i the house, the phone
was ringing. One of the com-
petitors who was at the show, a
Sammy breeder, was asking if 1
wanted 10 sell Nicky. 1 1old her
I had no idea because it was an
emergency situation when [ ook
the dog back. 1 teld her I would
stay with the dog 1o get to know
him for a while, to see what he
was like, and I would call her
back. [ wold her I might sell him
and I might not; I hadn't decid-
ed yet. That was in the evening;
the next morning, we went out
in the vard and started looking
at this dog, and watching him in
the yard. My husband said we
needed to keep this dog. This
was the breeding that was his
idea; he said the dog was great!
And this was the best breeding
we had ever done. He had said
we needed to keep one, but of

course, I didn’t, and then I had
the dog that came back o me, so
it was like it was meant to be. 1
called the woman back and told
her no, we had deaided w keep
him. She wanted us to call her
back if we ever changed our
nunds. She had the top-winmng
dug i the country at that time,
s0 I thought if she liked Nicky.
he must be a nice dog. 1 went in
the house and started flling out
show entries.

We went to Nebraska, to
major shows, and he was seven
and a hall months old at the
time. He won Winners Dog
and Best of Winners ar both
shows! He had his majors right
off the bat. He finished really
guickly. 1 was pregnant at the
time with our youngest child,
Thomas, and at that point ]
thoughe, “This s it. Onee | fin-
ish Nicky, that is going to be it
and [ am going to stop showing,
I am just going to stay home o
raise this baby.” | planned to
keep dogs as pets, and the show
business would be over. We fin-
ished Nicky, and [ had his liter
sister. We got to the place
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where we were lacking amajor
for her, and [ had a breeder in
Wisconsin who wanted to buy
her. S0 we sold that dog,
because I wanted to downsize,
We wer'e just going to keep pets,
and Nicky was gomg to be one
of my pets. She wok the liver-
sister and finished her right

away, and then we just kind of

laid back for two vears, We
didn’t go'to any shows.

One day a friend called me
and said I HAD to get back i
the show ring. She said we
needed to go to the Milwaukee
specialty. [ wold her I hadn’t
been in the show ring for two
years, and 1 didn't have any-
thing to show. She said to ke
Nicky as a special. I hadn't
worked with him, but she want-
ed me to go. [ had one day 1o
decide: before the entries closed,
She said I would take Best in
Specialty, and she was going to
take Winners Dog. She had just
bought a new dog at the tme
who was really mming out well,
I said okay, and [ talked to my
husband about it, and he sad w0
go ahead. 1 entered Nicky, and




(h, Risuko® Jotof Sug Wonder

«Zoomee”
October 20, 1989 to July 13, 2003

dge Oalted Jove

LY e
It takes us back to brighter years,
to happier sunlit days
and to precious moments
that will be with us always. 7 A 2
And these fond vecollections i
ave treasuved in the heart " g 2
to bring us always close to those 3 '
from whom we bad to part. d .

There is a bridge of memories
from eavith to Heaven above...
It keeps our dear ones near us
It's the bridge that we call love.

~ Author Unknown

qu is with immeasurable sadness that we |

- /announce the passing of our wonderful &4
Zoomee. While our hearts are so heavy
without him and our home is now so quiet,

 our grief'is lightened somewhat when we

. 1 _gcmcml:jx_:; th'e"l_(;‘_n'c we shared with this

- &xceptional, once-in-a-liferime boy,

~and that he lives on through his children

~ and grand-children.

We wish to thank all of our dear fiiends for
their kind expressions of sympathy as we

- begin the long healing process.

2 Epeﬁﬂ thanks to our fricnds and breeders
- Susan and Richard Hampton for shating

_ Zoomee with us. ?h
- SnoWonder Samoyeds G
2 Fred & Kay Brechbuhl -
— 15925 South 4240 Road <
Claremore, OK 74017 ;
| <8 Phone: 9182341.7315 >
B Email: snowoender@gbronline com L -



she entered her dog, and we
went to the Milwaukee specialty.
Well, she won Winners Dog

and I won Best in Specialty!
(laugheer) She said, “1 told you
sol You need to get back with
the program!”

I T.h:m@t I was done with it,
but here she was getting me all
excited about dog shows again,
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very selective on what bitches
we would take.

After that Best in Specialty
win, a friend talked me into
entering him into more d“ﬁ
shows. [t was geting towar
the end of the season. so I decid-
ed I was just going to go out for
about three more weekends, 1
entered three weekends all at

Ch. Riswko s Ms. Molly Q" Wltediff:

At that show, we had multitudes
of breeders who hadn't seen
Nicky, who were really
impressed with him and wanted
to use him as a sind dog. It had
just happened that right hefore
we went up there, | had him x-
rayed, and his hips came out
“excellent,” We wemt to the
opthamologist and had his eyes
checked. and everything was
perfect. Again, it was like it was
meant to be. From that show,
we drove back with a bitch in
season o breed 1o him, That
started his breeding carcer, and 1
am not sure how many :.Immpl-
ons he had. I think it was
around 23, though we only used
him for a couple of vears, The
stud dog part of it was really
hard on us; [ was trying to work
a fulltime job. I was picking up
females from the airport, and
taking care of them, and having
everything disrupted in onr ken-
nel with the other dogs; it was
really hard. We just deaded we
didn’t want to do too much of
that, so we were trying o be

once, We got back to Wichita,
and three weeks later at the next
show we went to, he completely
blew his coat. Then he decided
he didn’t want 1o show! So out
of three shows, [ think we took
ane Best of Breed. The follow-
ing weekend, we went to anoth-
¢r show, and he was acting like
a real turkey. Here Nicky was.
totally naked, and he had dis-
covered girls by then. There
was a bitch in season, and all he
wanted o do was have his nose
in the ar constantly. We went
in the ring and all he was doing
was looking lor bitches, He was
showing terribly. [ had to string
him u}:-' like a Pointer, holding
his collar up and his tail up: He
would stay when [ told him 1w,
but he was :iLi!.l acting like a real
jerk, It wasn't like he was show-
ing like Sammys are supposed
to, real animated.

We didn't do anything the
first day, and the second day,
Nicky took Best of Breed, He
showed terribly; I was embar-
rassed to go in the Group nng,

so I went back 1o our motel
room not imtending togo back
to the Group ring. A hiend of
minge who was rooming with me
kept uying to get me to go back
ta the Group ring. She took
Nicky and took me by the arm
and said, “You are going out
there!” She put me n the van
and told me o go out there and
present the dog and do the best
I'could. She said T was NOT
going to weenie out on taking
that dog in the ring! She told
mie to act like a handler and do
whatever 1 had to do. 5o we
went back into the show area,
and the Group ring was-already
in progress. They had already
gone around the ring one time,
I went up to the gate wo get per-
migsion to go in the nng. The
judge motioned for us to come
in the ring, so here we are; run-
ning around this huge ring all
by curselves, From the back of
the line, she put me up front, |
was going, *Huh?" (laughter)

I was standing there, and as
she was coming up to the dog
for the examination, 1 had 1o set
him up and string him up like 2
Pointer. I did what my friend
had told me, just act like a han-
dler. 1 soung him up and stood
there to present him to the
judge. We took frst in Group.
Everybody was going crazy,
because they knew the story.
She said. *See; 1 rold vou so!
Now wou are going in the Best
in Show ring!” That was what |
had to do: act like a handler,
The dog was acting like a jerk,
but he looked gorgeous and he
had his ears up. We went in the
ring, and 1 had never been in
the Best in Show ring before.
Here were all the top dogs in the
country, with professional han
dlers. and then me with this
corny dog that didn’t know -
well, he knew exactly what he
was doing. He was still looking
for bitches! We went in the
ring, and the judge immediately
put us up front, We took Best
m Show! I kept remembering
my friend Karen, calling me up
sayig [ needed fo get back with
the program. Again, apparemtly
this was meant to be!

Thinking back on my hus
band saying we needed to do
that breeding, because it was
going to be the best breeding,
and I kept saying no, no. All
along, evervbody kept pushing
me, saying this was preat and |
was supposed to do this, I was
the only one who was not con-
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vinced, [ sull get emotional
abour it. We went the following
weekend, and here was this dog,
out of coat, who ook his first
Best in Show and Best in Spe-
cialty, and the second weekend
out. he ook another Best in
Show! It was kind of unbeliey-
able. I feel like all things happen
for a redson. We were in a
tutall}r different sitiation, At
that time there were a low of top
dogs in the country that were
going 1o the same shows, so we
were competing against the top
dogs every weekend. All of the
sudden. T was looked upon as a
competitor. Here 1 was, a
hobby breeder ownerfhandler,
but they were doing it [or a
livelihood. They were there 1o
makeé money out of this, When
they ger wins out of the Group
ring. or especially the Best in
Show ring. they get bonuses,
That is how they make therr
My,

We went to justa few mere
shows after that weekend, after
we took our second Best in
Show, We did take some more
Group placements, but it was a
totally different ball game. Up
o that point, the only reason |
went was for fun, Tt was wially
far relaxing, gettin L(lgcthr_‘r
with Friends, and for %un All of
the sudden, it got very serious,
These handlers were actually
wrying 1o do things to me and
my dog to upset Nicky when he
was in the Group ring. They
would try to get him to lunge at
their dogs, they would have
their dogs lunge at my dog try-
l"f_': 15] Upscl h]ﬂl 1IN SOame Wﬂ}
Or when the judge was coming
up to my dog to be examine
behind the judge’s back Ihty
would throw a piece of bait ry-
ing to divert my d::!,. 5 REteTtion.
It was really interesting, because
Nicky 11_.'!II} bonded 0 me, and
when they would do that 10
him, it was like he knew what
they were deing: He would
show that much better!

There was a pomt where he
didr't like showing, so after his
second Best in Show, 1 ook him
out-in the parking lot and put
him on a table. T got in his
and told him to look at me. He
kept turming his eveballs away
[rom me; and | made him look
at me. I told him he was win-
ning regardless of whether he
was having fun or not. T told
him I was having fun, but I
would have a lor more fun if he
were having a good time too,




ki 1'!':'“& I

b Risako's Shady Lady (Ch, Kordah ) , s Ms. Molly O'TH ".-"rrl'r'r!j.‘;{}:_l,
deam of BIS Ch. R s Mister Moanficht,
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and we went in there as a team
instead of me having o string
him up like a Pointer. I tol
him he was not a Pointer, he
was a Samoyed, and he was sup-
posed to do it on his own. 1
kept taking his face and making
him look at me. Finally he start-
ed looking at me, and 1t was like
he was really listening to what 1
was saying. | shook his cheeks
as | was talking to him. and 1
saicd, “You listen to me, bécause
I am dragging you in the ring
and I will continue o string you
up! You have a choice: you
careither have fun; or you can
be a jerk. It is your choice.” 1
took him down off the table and
put him in the crate. We had
one more show that weekend.

He had acted like a jerk up
until that peint, when we had
our linde talk., The next day, it
was like the “on™ switch went
on. He showed like a million
dollars! We started to have a lit-
tle following of people from
other breeds, people who 1
didn't know but who really
liked Nicky because he was such
a beautiful dog.  He was lovely
wo-waich. After he started show-
ing, we came out of the ring.
and they were asking me what
had happened to the dog. He
was acting like he really liked it
then. 1 told him we just had a
little talk! (laughter) From that
point on, he showed. As a mat
ter of fact, we had a female rom
California that met us at the
show grounds, We did a breed-
ing after the show, and I
thought he would never show
after thar, He went in the next
day, and he knew that showing
was for showing. He knew that
you never did breedings in the
show ring, but maybe in the
parking lot afterwards! He con-
tnued to look for bitches out in
the parking lot, but he never did
that in the ving agan, He was a
serious show dog from that
puoint on,

It continued to ger worse
with the other handlers, as far as
miaking me feel like 1 really had
to protect my dog, I could not
leave my dog alone; at that
point there were a lot of strange
things going on. Dogs were
being poisoned, dogs were being
shaved, their tail hair clipped or
the sides: of their faces sflavcd.
just so they couldn’t compete. [
felt like either I had to be with
this dog every second or I had
to have somebody warch him. [
could never go to the restroom
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or anything. [ couldn't leave
this dog alone for a second,
becanse by then he was a com-
petitor. Even though it was a lot
of Fun, it was different; it started
being scarier. 1 started fearing
for Nicky's well-being and lor
my well-being, [ didn’t know
what they were capable of.
You were hearing all these sto-
ries about dogs being poisoned
at shows all the tme, and they
were always the good ones, the
competitors. It totally flip-
flopped. That was in 1985 and
1986 it wotally changed my per-
ception of dog showing. Tt was
a good thing/bad thing,

Whart [ was thinking at that

life, It made me realize some
things that T had kind of taken
for granted before were a lot
more serious. It made me more
aware and not o naive about a
lot of things about life in gener-
al, with my work and with
clients. I have to say that [ think
there was 2 definite reason for
going through that experience,
even though it seemed like 1 had
to be pushed into it by my fami-
Iy and my friends. [ kept saying
ne, it is time to quit. but every-
body around me kept pushing
me. They kept saying if they
could only get a dog that good,
they would love to get a Best in
Show.

Mother and daughter, lefi: Ch, Risukos Funcy Free, "Fangy,”
"§ 2 J

ani Ch

time was gewing in the Best in
Show ring, It wasn't even going
to the show; it was geuting in the
Best ring, At the same time, it
got a lot more stressful. Tt was
easygoing belore, and then all of
the sudden, [ had to be different.
There was a little bit of fear
going on and a liule bit of para-
noia. It was a whaole different
ball game; I had heard that
befare, but I never knew what
they were talking abour untl I
experienced it. That whole
experience raised me 1o a differ-
ent level as far-as my personal

Risuko'’s Bevtl Woman, “Ruby.”

Wio ar what has finfluenced your
breedemg the mast?

Originally, it was Doris
Mcu.ug%iiin of Silveracres ken-
nels, and Connie and Dave
Richardson with Kondako.
Thar was in the very beginning;
probably about six or seven
years into having Samoyeds.
They were influencing me, but
after that a lot of it came from
goinf back and reading the stan-

ard. You can scc different
eveles as you go through differ-
ent decades of what was popular
in the *50s, *60s, ‘705, and ‘80s.
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It always upser me 1o have these
trends going on. [ would always
get the standard back out, and
read it. 1could say. “No. that is
not correct,” if it was not. So
my guideline was actually the
standard, 1 never, ever mied to
breed anything extreme. T never
tried to go just for beaury. Asa
matter of fact, the very first
thing was always temperament.
1f there was a dog that was ever
guestionable in temperament,
that was totally out of the breed-
ing program. That was always
number one, :

Then, it was just the best all-
around dog. T would not breed
anything that I didn’t want to
repeat. In ather words, a dog
that wasn't good enough to have
Leen duplicated in its offspring, 1
wouldn't want 1o use for breed-
ing. Whenever I did a breeding,
1 would always look at the bitch,
and try to be very honest as-to
what she was lacking. T had w
decide what stud dog 1 would
use to compensate for that, with-
out losing what I already had.
Sometimes we did linebreeding,
and sometimes we did outcross-
s, but what we really focused
on was not alwavs the genetics.
Also the phenotype;: the overall
type of the dog. 1 wanted it 1o
be similar to what I already had,
even though it may have been
an outcross: Maybe it bad a
sironger front, or a stronger
rear, or something that I didn't
have that I wanted to comple-
ment. [ would say 90 percent of
our breedings were successful,
because [ got what [ had
planned. Some people say that
when you put the idea out and
vou know exactly what you
want, it kind of channels the
energy into that. [ think it is
true, but a lot of it is just com-
mon sense. Going back and
reading the standard, being hon-
est with yourself, and when you
know you have a weak area, try-
ing to-improve that.

I have had so many people
come to me, particularly when |
had a Best in Show dog, and
want to use that dog, Nicky, just
because he was a ].Erest in Show
dog. He was popular, and yes,
he was beautiful, but he didn’t
necessarily complement every
bitch. I would always try to
steer people the right way; 1 was
never trying to get multitudes of
numbers to breed to Nicky. 1
would always question these
people: what is it that you want
to improve? 1 would be honest




with them, and tell them if
Nicky was not going to give
them what they wanted, Or 1
would tell them if he could do
this or that, if he was dominant
in that. There is no stud dog
that is good for all bitches; you
have to be very particular in
examining your bitch: If she is
not good enough that you
would want another one like
ler, therr she is not breeding
raterial,

How many degs do you keep
now, and whal b st you fiie
cuer hepit?

Right now we just have
two, [ consider them my
pets, although they are both
show quality. They can both
be finished. Roxy has cight

oints.  Buckwheat has only

een in the ring once, and
that was when Roxy was in
full season. He did go to
major shows at that point,
ancf did take a Reserve Win-
ners Dog, but he was abso-
lutely out of his mind. It
wasn't a fair exhibition; it
was very embarrassing, as a
matter of fact. After not
being in the ring for so long,
and then having this dog
leaping and howling, going in
circles, and still taking
Reserve Winners for a five-
point major.

Anyway, | can’t say
never, but [ would like to
keep the numbers down from
now on -t two. I can’t imag-
ine my life without a Sammy,
but two is more fun because
they really trlf'oy ¢ach other’s
company. It doubles the
pleasure and the fun. Right
now, they are strictly for fun.
They go backpacking with
us, hiking, biking. they do
everything with us. A lot of
times they go to a job site
with us, Our dogs are so
used to new construction right
now that they love going into
houses that are being framed.
They go into every nook and
cranny, and it is like they are
examining the structure to make
sure it is c%unc right, (laughter)

We have had up to eight
adult dogs at one time. We
went through a period where for
some reason, this was a long
tme ago - probably 23 vears
ago, we were rying o breed a
litter with a Silveracres bitch.
We would get no puppies; or we
would get one puppy. We had
two bitches at the tme, and we
wanted to have a litter, so we
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bred both bitches. Well, of
course, you Kmnow what hap-
pens: one had eight, and the
other had six. All of the sudden
we had fourteen puppies! We
learmed real quick 1o never, ever
do that again. Fourteen puppies
was just a horrendous situation.
All you are doing is cleaning up
messes. and vou can’t really give
the tame to each individual to
socialize them, It is almost

impossible! It was a horrible
experience;

When we were really acove
in breeding and showing, we

everyday life. They do things
with you all the time. You ean’t

t that when you have a kennel
ull of dogs, and evervbody isin
a kennel barking. They are
kind of a nuisance because they
are always digging holes: bark-
ing; and being obnoxious, A lm
of people will debark their Sam-
mys but the truth is, they are
really not barkers. They bark
when they are trying to el you

something. When thev are

upset, they don't have water,
they are hungry, maybe there is
a squirrel owside that they want

Ch. Risuho s Faney Free
{Ch. Kondaka's Daneing Bear x Ch. Ri-Su's My, Mally O'TWhiteeliff).

usually had four dogs. They
were all finished. Four was
good, because we would have
twa in the house and two out-
side; A lot of tmes there were
four in the house, though. Butit
was nice when we had four,
because it could be nwvo and two.
When vou have three, it has w
be three inoor three out;, You
can never leave one on its own.
(laughter) Since we downsized
we Just have two; until we lost
Lacey we had three for awhile,
Three was fing, bur it just reaf
firms to me how special this
breed 1s.. You develop this bond
where they are part of your

to chase and they ean't get to it
or whatever, That isn't part of
the breed, to be a barking, nui-
sance dog. They do that out of
sheer boredom.

These dogs were meant te
be companions, and when they
are companions, you can leave
them in the house all day, and
they will not touch anything:
They are the best. most trust
worthy dogs. You don't get that
one-on-one relationship with
them unless they are part of
yvour household all the nme.
That 15 where they want to be.
They want to be laying on your
feet. A lot of people, when vou
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go to their houses [or dinner,
they will put their dogs away. [
rarely ever put my dogs away
unless somebody just cannot be
around dags, for allérgic reasons
or asthma or something, They
like o lay on your fect, on visi-
tors’ feet-as well. They just
want to be a part of you. They
are 5o connected,

They are so imelligent; 1
truly believe they can under-

gtand probably as much as a

four-vear-old child understands.
They can understand a lot of the
human language. They do
understand when you talk
simple language to them. 1
talk to my dogs like they are
children, and they are very
obediént and obligmg. They
want to please, but you will
never experience that if you
have too many. You will
never get them to develop
their ﬁﬁl potential and intell-
gence, and their wonderful
personalities. if you don't
develop that relationship with
them. I have had people
come over to my house who
absalutely hate dogs, have
never had a dog, never want-
ed a dog, and they leave my
house asking if I would sell
them a dog. These are true
diplomats; they are the most
wanderful dogs o be with,
We love camping with them
because if they get wet and
can't come in the tent; they
sleep night outside the doar,
They are in thewr element;
they get to guard their mas-
ters, They love doing that!
We had a bear come around
to our campsite, and they
were so proud of themselves,
chasing this bear off. They
Just felt like they had a real

purpase.

Tor be contineed ...
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