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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks With
Mr. Robin Lings
DELMONTE
Burton-on-Trent, Great Britain

This interview was conducted at the
hame of Mr. Robin Lings on June 20, 1986
by O. W. Roemer-Horn.

How did you get started In dogs.

| first started showing and breeding
dogs in the early 1940's. Later, in Raly, |
was an instructor with the kennel of Cus-
tos, owned by Prince and Princess Carafa
Di Roccella in Florence. | returned to
England two years later and continued
with my own kennels, Delmonte. | have
owned and bred several world champions
in ltaly, Canada and America and have

won 40 awards at Crufts, including a Best
Puppy in 1959 and a champion in 1972,
Altogethar, | have over 70 International
titles with the degs.

| was nineteen years of age when |
first began. Qur first dogs were Cocker
Spaniels, and we have been in various
breeds, Poodles, Cockers, Boxers, Pe-
kingese, and so it was eighteen various
breeds, to show them all, and win with
them all, before | finally decided on the
Samoyed. | wentto a kennel whers some
old traveling gypsies had left two Samo-
yeds in the kennals from the old lceflow
breeding, which went back to the late
1800's. Mrs. Kilburn-Scott first introduced
them into England. [ called my first ken-
nels the Goldcloud Kennels. My first
bitches Goldcloud Queen Armanda and
Goldcloud Leading Light, and these ware

the two bitches that | bought from the
kennel at that time. This goes back te
1956.

What did you pay 30 years ago for
a Samoyed?

Eight pounds for the pair. (laughter)
Four pounds each. Those were my first
two breeding bitches and it was Queen
Armanda which produced Goldeloud
White Ace. |took him to Crufts and he wan
the Best Puppy at Crufts, in 1959. He was
a puppy that was never beaten. :

| was with a partner in the kennals,
owning it jointly. He specialized in
Poodles, Mr. John Woodroffe. We worked
together until 1960, when he had an op-
portunity to move down south and | had
the first opportunity to go over to [taly,
whare | went to the kennels, Canila Dj
Diavolo Neri, which was with Signora
Crippa, Arcellasco, near Erba in the Lake
Como districl. She specialized in Giant
Schnauzers and ran the most famous
boarding kennels. | worked thera maybe
for nine menths before she recommended
me to the Princass Carafa Di Rocceltain
Florence, who wanted an English kennel
person. | was successful in getting the job
and went down to work for the Princess, in
har home, and to manage her kennels of
show Collies and Greyhounds.

| took a young puppy with me, a
Samoyed, Dalmonte Limencheck Robin;
he won two gold medals and a silver
medal, in Ferrara, Belagio and Milan in
ttaly.

In England, when | went to the ken-
nels | have spoken of previously, my friend
actually went for Poodles, and it was while
| was looking round that | saw the two
Sammies in the kennels, and | fell in love
immediately as soon as | saw them, say-
ing “That's my dogs.” They had just been
left there; the gypsies obviously weren't
going to collect. Fortunately, they had left
the pedigree papers with them so | could
check the pedigrees and so forth, for
breeding purposes. That's how it started
off, just falling in love with them at first
sight.

That's a good stari. | understand
that it was Goldcloud.

Goldcloud was first, and then 1 1ook
on Dalmonte, which originated when my
friend wanted to still carry on with the
Goldcloud prefix, with the Poodles, so |
wanted to have my own independent one,
Iwas in a Gentleman's service when I first
moved into the HRH Duke of Gloucester's

residence. | was introduced to the Duke

THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY

a4

Spring 1982
i

ad

It

aft
int
| wh

bec
She
O
war
mo\
thin
astz
brok
| ped
whic
bact
| just
reall
to br
smal
with
you
you'
suit 1
whicl
{
nase,
she
s0ns,
This
Ch. [
Delmi
Crufts
He w
Since
the la
intern:
of all t
Ti
great
A
leading
duced
record
Americ
feat, al
still goi
Th
produc
them, |
produci
nationa
he camr
Pparticul
the only

e

H- THE SAMC
.




ster's
Duke

e
a 'i#.
e —

F

and Duchess Delmonte Mariaghiano of
ftaly. The name of Delmonte fascinated
me so much that | thought it would be a
nice name for my kennals.

In what year did you have your first
litter ?

Our first litter was produced almost
 afteritwasstarted, 1956. Samoyeds were
‘in the early 1960's,

Could you mention some dogs
- which you had?

My foundation bitch for the whole line
bacame Ch, Delmonte Bettina of Golway,
iSha produced, more or less, all my line.
Once | had established the breading that |
wanted, and got the correct line, | haven't

moved from it, haven't gone aut for any-
thing, changing for diffarent dogs, and this
- gstablished a seventesn generation un-
broken bitch champion line in my breeding
pedigree. Apart from the stud dog line,
which is a matchup with the pedigree,
“bacause that's the most important, not 1o
just pick a dog that you fancy or like. You
really must go by the correct dog in mating
‘to bring it in. H your bitch has got really
small plushy ears, you can't have a dog
with the long tapering ears. Otherwise,
you are going to bring the faults in, so
you've gotto match every identical thing to
suit your bitch, with a typical stud dog,
‘which is very difficult to find.

Ch. Delmente Bettina produced Ag-
‘nese, and then she became a champion;
she produced two world International
sons. One of the sons, Int. Ch. Delmonte
This Is it, produced another champion,
Ch. Delmonte Hey Watch It. Int. Ch.
Delmonte This Is it won Best of Breed at
Crufts and was made achampion in 1972.
He was sold immediately to America.
Since he's been in America, he won, by
the last notification that | had, over 60
international titles and was Top Stud Dog
of all time.

That's enormous. So he made a
great impact.

A very great impact. He became the
leading stud dog in America. He's pro-
ducad a son which is now, today, the world
record-breaking stud dog for all time in
America; nobody's ever accomplished his
feat, and he's still a young dog and he's
still going, It's Ima Bark Star,

The other son went to ltaly; he's also
Produced many champions. Between
them, there is a record that they have
produced numerous champions ... Inter-
national Ch. Delmonte This Is it, because
he came from Ch. Agnese, and in that
Particular litter, he was the only dog, and

just said, "Thisis it." And that name stuck,
and he went on to become the intarna-
tional champion. Mow from the recards, it
shows that they, the two brothars, have
produced over 100 champions. Mt is
enormous, quite a recard. The other
brother was aptly named Int. Ch.
Delmonte Aisle Altar Hymn of Fairvilla,

Are there othar dogs?

Thesa are really my family, it's cov-
ered a period of almost fourteen years,
right from when | bred to the times re-
cantly, most have now died, but they have
had their lifespan and really made their
nama. Now what they've left behind in the
offspring is what are producing and carry-
ing on their namaes,

In your litters, how did you decide
what would be your pick puppy?

| always choose a puppy afterit's just
born, in the palm of my hand, while it's still
wet. | never wait until it matures a little bit

or gets into the fourtean, fifteen week
stage, because then puppies go off and
youcan't tell really what they will turn into.
A puppy must be decided, especially tha
pick of tha litter, as soon as it's born by the
shape of its head, the skull, the bone, and
the length of back. You can immediately
ses the conformation when a puppy is
born.

From this point, what was your
speclal practice In rearing the litter? |
When did you wean them?

Wae start at a bright and early age, at
about thres to four weeks for the first
weaning stages, took them from the
mother's milk and started them onthe milk
foods. At about five and six weeks, we
started them with a little minced meat and
a little of the solid focds. It was scraped
raw meat, and you took it off very finaly
with a knife for them.

What did you feed the adult dogs?

The main basic food was what we
commonly term in England as paunch,
that is the sheep stomach. Apart from the
raw meat and biscuit meal; it was all very
substantial, vitamin foods we gave, also.
We also add daily cod-liver oil for all their
coats, for the glistening silver tips.

Have you done any special soclal-
izing of the dogs?

Yes, by all means, That is most
assential, 1o get the right temperament
with a dog, and to get the utmost confi-
denice, The more pecple they meat, and
especially from the young stage, to get as
many judges or different people fo com-
pletely handle them, go over tha dogs, so
they've got every confidence at a show
when the judge does go over them to see
that they den't be nervous, or back away

from them. Or especially, go to bite a
person, which is the mest important thing
ina temperament, that they are calm, and
never aggressive.

When breeding, you use line-

the only puppy. So when he was born, | i Ch. Delmente Bettina of Golway.
—
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breeding the iwo pedigrees togsether.
Do you think an outcrossing might be
essentlal sometimes?

Personally, | don't like the idea of
taking an outcross in at all. Should you
come across any faults or bring any faults
into your breeding, it's going to take along
time to eradicate them. When you have
finally established a line that you like, and
that you are winning with, you stick to it
and keep that line. | wouldn't take in an
outcross. | haven't personally gone away

to mate the dog with their bitch, but don’
even study the padigrae, which is vital,
very important; you must get the correct
dog to match the correct bitch's PEDI-
GREE. I'm very adamant about that.
Breeding is the most essantial part of
finding the correct line. | don't do practice
breading at all. If othersintend to practica,
maybe that's where they bring a lot of
faults in. This is where the well-astab-
lished kennels, geing back to the criginal
onas, who have established all the main

Int. Ch. Delmonte Aisle Attar Hymn of Fairvilla.

from my own breeding line at all, and | l

haven't used any other dogs. Just be-
cause they're champions doesn't mean
you are going to produce champions or
bring tham in.

This would be maybe putting a
champlon dog and a champion bitch
togsther to produce a champlon.

RARELY does this actually meet with
succass! This is where, with the novices,
and learners, all the faults are cropping up
intha breed. They haven'tthe experiance
or the knowledge to know which dog to
use. They like a dog and think they'd love

dogs in the linebreeding, and most of the |
top breeders, have kept that same prin-
ciple and establishad thair own-and made
themselveswellknown. Everybody wants
to use their particular dogs because
they've established a line and made it a
SUCCEss.

Also, when one goes back to the
same dogs, then one can double up on
faults?

| wouldn't say you go back idantically
to the sama dogs. You may go back to a
son or another dog out of tha litter from the
same dog, but not the same animal. In my

managemeant.

——
antire career, | don't think I've usaq tha
same stud dog twice on the same bitch_
has always been in the line somewharg.

How many litters have you brad9

Approximately, about 30. '

How many champlons came out of
these 30 litters?

There again, that depends; if | saig
my own, there ware two internationals ang
three English champions. And then ifs
what they've produced, you ses, which
brings it to over a hundred champions, aj
from my breeding in the same ling. And
from other breeders who have brought up
my dogs. The other breeders particularly
wanted my dogs to show and producs, 1o
give themselves a name to stan in their
own kennels, but it's all been traced back,
the pedigrees will show they've originated
from Delmonte dogs, which is very nice for
me.

In your active days, how did you
keep your dogs? In a special kennel
building, or in individual runs?

Yes, all kennels were independant
with their own individual runs. Wa vary
rarely kept two or mere dogs together
unless they were littersisters. We'd al-
ways keap the dogs apan becauss nor-
mally the dogs didn't agree like the bitches
would, There was always a Kennel jeal-
ousy amongst the dogs. There was
sometimes with the bitches, too; they got
a little bit jealous of each othar, but this is
only natural.

Did you have a big yard where the
dogs could exercise?

Where my dogs have been are with
other paople, in other judges' kennals,
whare | have been employed, so they
have been quite massive, several acres of
land, and maybe 120 kennels. | was
kennel manager, so it was my duty to look
afterallthat. Ihad one or two kennel boys
or girls to help me, but it depended on me
for the organization and contral of i in

What was an average number of
dogs you had at one time?

That has bean restricted owing fo my
working conditions. |was neverallowedto

kesp more than seven. I | had my own |

kennels, financially, then | would have |
been interested in anything from sevan-
teen to twenty dogs, and would have
made a success of it, but | never had that
opporiunity because |'ve always been
working for someone else.

When you were actlvely bresding,
and had a big litter, ten or twelve pup-
plas, would you bring all of them up of
would you cull?

et
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| refer to Samoyed only, not my other

_breeds. The largest litter | reared, or had,
has baen nine puppies, She hasreared all

ning, and they've all tumed out top show

specimans fortunately. | haven't had the

misfortune 1o lose many puppies at all,
Mast of the litters have besn sixes and
sevens, and thay have been good. |think

-a bitch is quite capable of managing six

very comfortably, | don't like larger litters
on the bitches actually. | may subsidiza

‘them a little by bottie feeding in between to

bring them on a bit. Those that are doing
exceptionally well, | retard a little bit to let
the other ones get their fair share from the
mothar,

What about an old dog which is not
so healthy, and you don’t want it suffer-
ing on. Would you try to put him to

‘sleep, or do you think they should go

naturally?

| would anly ever put a dog to sleep if
| actually saw them in agony and pain, and
| knew it was causing them total discom-
fort. But if they were quite happy and | had
been reassured by my veterinarian that
there was no pain whatsoever, | should

| just let them terminate thelr own lives.

What happens to your dogs that
are not being used for breading or
show purposas?

i they've been retired for show or
breading, they've always baen placed into
agood home, solaly as a pet for company
to some person, but most have been re-
tained in my own home and kept.

Do you think that they do wall, and
become attached to the people at six or
seven years?

Well, a Samoyed is known to be very
affectionate, is a very loving kind of dog,
and it can settle with anybody, if they're
given love and affection.

Looking back in your active breed-
ing time, did you ever have someone
come with a bitch and ask to breed to
your stud? Did you ever refuse a stud
service?

My highest pricrity, before we'd mate
abitch, is to be shown the padigree to see
whether it would suit my dog. Fwould not
let my dog serve any bitch that | thought
inferior for mating, had obvious faults, or
didn't have the correct lines or tempera-
ment that | was leoking for, so yes, | have
refused many|

So it should be a mating you'd llke
lo have done yourself?

Yes, Also, which is very imporant 1o
me, in mating, | would refuse if | thought

the person was not a suitable bresder, to

bring up the puppies or have the right

Ch. Delmonte Agnese. Photo by F. E. Garwood.

home life. |like toknow the background as
well, BEHIND THE PERSON who is bring-
ing the bitch. | wouldn't let anyene bring a
bitch for mating, and book service, and do
that just for a stud fese. | must know all
about the person, and pedigree, and find
outeverything; | must have evaery satisfac-
tion in my own mind before I'd let ane of my
own dogs be used, that is my most impaor-
tant issue in mind.

Did you ever breed to a bitch that
had a fault, but was otherwise an out-
standing specimen?

No. If a dog has got an outstanding
fault, | would not breed from it at all, It
might reproduce again. There's no guar-
antes that it would not. lfthere's achance
of it happening, | don't take chances. |
must be sure for the good of the bread.

What would you mention as this
kind of a fauit?

Very light eyes, a blue eyed is defi-
nitely out. Mouths and teeth are impor-
tant; it must hava correct full pigmentation,
no broken pigmentation. Referring to the
adults, general preseniation, of course. If
it's too narrow a head or a snipey head, |
should want to use a dog with a good
masculine forehead to try and bring it into

line. | wouldn't use two dogs, adoganda
bitch, of the same type if there was afault
showing. It would exaggerate it in its
reproduction rather than correcting it.
Lang pointed ears, round feet, bold round
eyes, long back, shor neck, etc.

You got your first two dogs for 8
pounds. What are the average prices
now, thirty years later? What does one
have to pay for a show quality animai?

Gotothe correct breader or you might
getthe novices that are more interested in
what they can get for their puppies, and
they think somewhere around 50, 60, 70
pounds is quite substantial. But | don't
think you would be getting the quality or
the right Kind. You've got to.go to the top
breeders and the well-established ken-
nels and see them. To get an outstanding

puppy, you would need 150 pounds, but |

even some novices have bred good pup-
pias from the correct stock,

When you sold your pupples, did
you have different prices for show and
pet pupplas?

Yes, there were different prices, if it
was definitely show or pet. | don't know:
this sounds a little bit like boasting be-
cause very rarely did | produce a pet.

THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY

a7

Spring 1988




(laughter) It's with the breeding; mine are
so closely connected that everything
shown won! Every puppy that | produced
turned oul to be a winner. ['ve never
knownonetosay, “I'veshownoneof your
dogs and it hasn't won a thing yet.” No-
body has been able to say that. There had
been one that was bought from me who
had no intentions of ever showing. But
when | saw him at six months old, |
thought, what a pity. | said, "You've gota
champion there.” The ewnars said, "Wall,
it you think he's good enough te show him,
Mr. Lings, you show him and prove it to
us.” | took him out and he was never
unplaced in his career, was always in the
first three, and was eventually one of my
Crufis winners, and a big favourite of all.

What is a fair price for a stud fee?

Starting in the early days, you could
get a stud fee for as cheap as 5 te 7
pounds, because you could buy the pup-
pies for that. But today’s prices, | should
imagina, would be about 75 to 100,

So It looks like this is one of the
rare breeds where the stud fee and the
price for a puppy is nearly the same.
Should it ba like this? Or should there
be a range betwean puppy prices and
the stud fee prices?

Obviously it differs with various
breeds, of course, A very popular breed,
or the very rare breed - if you take the
Japanese Akita, now, that is coming into
the country, to get a really good puppy,
you've got to think about 600 pounds.
They are sorare, and are just beginning to
make a name for themselves. Eventually,
maybe in 5 or 6 years' time, whan thay
have become more popular, then prices
will begin to drop in line with other braads,
| wouldn't like to say, in fairness to other
breeds, that all prices should be practically
the same, obviously, because of the vari-
ous breads and types of dogs. If itwas a
vary popular breed, they were doing very
well, then the prices are going to be very
high; they are going to be vary high if they
are a very rare breed also. If it's just an
ordinary, in between, common breed,
then you'd get quite a reasonable price,
about 25 pounds, or maybe higher.

During your years in dogs, have
there been any dogs that have Im-
pressed you?

Yes. |have particulardegs, not aline,
that have fitted entirely into our standard.
To ma, the standard of the breed is vary
‘mportant, and it must be followed by all
judges to get the correct type, the correct
conformation, and all the various peints in
tha correct context by following the stan-

dard. Geo away from the standard, and a
person is lost.

There are particular dog that | like and
that | follow guite closely, but it doesn't
mean that when I'm judging | always put
thoss dogs up. | always judge fairly to
even the novice or somebedy showing a
dog that I've not known bafore. If it is the
right type dog, a correct dog, then it will
win, as sean on the day!

Can you mentlon some dogs by
name that you felt were worthy win-
ners?

Too numerous to give credit in nam-

ing all that | knaw, but my own personal
outstanding favourites would include; Ch.
Snowking of Carwood, Ch, Fairvilla Em-
paror, Ch. Fairvilla Tarus Bulba, Ch.
Kamelia of Fairvilla, Ch. Fairvilla Katrina,
Ch. Novaskaya Imry Lafay, Eng/Am Ch.
MNovaskaya Silva Khim, Ch. Novaskaya
Channa Lafay of Golway, and the most
famous, Ch. Fairvilla Anastasia, Ch,
Golway Mr Chan, Ch. Beauty of Golway,
Ch. Golway Antaries, Ch. Sworddale Sil-
ver Sabre, Ch. Silver Minstrel of Annecy,
Ch. Nikara First Edition, Ch. Silversams
Rose Marie, Ch. Snoweryst Fair Ma-
donna, Int. Ch. Delmonte This is it (USA),
Int. Ch. Delmonte Aisle Altar Hymn off
Fairvilla (ltaly), Ch. Delmonte Bettina of
Golway, Ch. Delmonte Agnass. The
kennels of Kobe and Arctic had the most
famous dogs of all generations.

Is the Samoyed Standard a good
one, when following It for breeding and
when Judging?

The committees have brought up the
standard that wea'd like to follow, and have
submitted it to the kennel club, who have
passed the standard and set their stan-
dard. Once the standard is sel, that is
what we must solely adhere to0. We get
quite a lot of novices and other paople,
bringing in thair own standards, or saying
what they think is correct and not corract,
but it doesn't conform with the standard
that is set by the kennel club. | wouldnt
accept anything ourkennel club hadn't put
in thair ruling.

Could one assume It would be to
follow the standard and not make the
standard after what the dogs are like?

Yes. The standard does sayit,itisa
rule that must be cbeyed,

How would you describe your
Ideal Samoyed?

The corract and ideal Samoyed must
appeal to you immediately when you first
sea ft, and it must win your affection, it
must have the right temparament, have all
the essentials that you are locking for in a

T ———
Samoyed, have no obvious faults. Move.
ment must be very correct when YOU sgg
the dog move, must have the right ang
correct gait. The correct weight, although
this can differ through various standards
as you are going through. Above all,
must once again fit the standard required
inall respects,

Head obviously is very important: it
must have the correct features. Tha
muzzle, the skull, everything in conforma-
tion which goes to make the nearest per-
fect Samoyed. There isn't a perfect dog
yet. W's next year, and who then, can
justifiably have the right to say any certain
dog is perfect?

You told me you'll be an all-
rounder when you are judging all
breeds. What gave you the idea that
you wanted to go into the judging?

Starting with my own original dogs in
the first place, and having had so much
success with them. And when | wantinto
kennel work, it was with one purpose in |
mind, of becoming a judge. That was my
aim, lo become a judge of all breeds.
That's why | got such a wide experience,
in almostall our top kennelsin the country,
| explainedthis to all my employers sothay |
knew that | wasn't sort of leaving for any
other purpose than furthering my career,
and | spent over 40 years accumulating
this knowledge and still learning.

We often hear of somebody who
has an eye for a dog. Is thistrue? Can
a judge learn everything?

No. | don't agree with the people that
read books and books and books, and
know everything merely from reading.
Thal dogsn't mean a thing to me. The
exparience comes in actually having the
dog, working with dogs, knowing your
dogs, and having a good eye for adog. i
you haven't a good eyeforadog, youcan
learn anything. It can't be taught to you. |
don't think anything can be taught, except
handling or obedience.

Most judges try to make it fair. On
the other hand, what would you like to
meantion as unfair judging?

The obvious peint is favouritism, lik-
ing a particular dog and not having the
courage to put it down. You must judge a
dog AS SEEN ON THE DAY, and NOT
what you have known the dog to have
won. What it's won before, or what it's
likely 10 win after should not ba taken into
consideration. Fairness must be judged,
in our particular breed, because they vary
so much from one week to another, coat-
wisa, so thay must be judged as seen on

the day. This often arises where people
=
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‘come up to you afterwards and say, "My
: dog won the tickat last week: And you put
. it down today. Why?" | would just say, “h
just wasn'tright to me onthe day.” Maybe
‘another judge saw, last week, somathing
that isn't in the dog today.
The handlers - if it is a particular
friend, somecne you know. Ittakes a lot of
‘courage to put one's best friend down,
even if they ara in the final line in a large
class; ittakes a lot of courage to do it, but
it has to be done. People will accept that
if they know that you are judging fairly, but
| don't think one likes to win if they think
that they are baing given a favour. Thatis
totally wrong in any case, in my eyes, |
only see the dog!
Have you ever withheld ribbons?
Yes, if it's been a very small class,
thera's only been two or three entries, and
if 1 don't think the dog er bitch is worthy of
the first prize, with the quality necessary, |
would not give it, not award the first prize,
large or small class! They must come up
1o the standard in my eyesight of worthi-
ness. Most important, with awarding the
CC's, if the dog isn't worthy of carrying the
title of champion, then you must not award
that CC.

Does advertising help in winning?

Obviously publicity is a great help to
some people because it does advertise
the dogs and it gives people an insight into
what that particular dog has done, The
majority of people would rather go to a
winning dog or a winning kennal than
probably just an unknown kennel or per-
son. They do have anadvantage in adver-
- tising a dog. '

What can you say about this bresd
in other countries? You saw the dogs
in ltaly. Have you Judged abroad In
other countries?
| had the opportunity to judge abroad
|in Sweden, Hong Kong, and ltaly, but
- owing to the amount of Samoyeds shown
~over there, it did not warrant getting me
- over to go and judge just the one breed,
You must have given CC's in other
 breeds, or whatever you're judging over
there, in England before they will accept
you to do the other breeds abroad. ['ve
only actually given the Challenge Centifi-
cates in Samoyeds, which has been very
_disappointing, really. I've known of sev-
-oral other judges that haven't the experi-
ence or the knowledge that | personally
have myself, who, through FINANCIAL
ASSETS, have been able to gat various
udging engagements in other breeds,
-and award CC's. Thisis unfair, asthey can
afford to go abroad!

World and Int. Ch. Delmonta This is it.

So these others have done things
that are a little political?

Yes,

Has the breed changed in the 30
years you've been In it?

Inthe old days, it was very well estab-
lished; we had our kennels that we ra-
spacted, that we knew, and competition
was of the highest. The old dogs and the
older type, to me, is the correct Samoyed,
We have all endeavored to build our lines
and build around those dogs. What has
spoiled it today in the breed is the number
and the increasing number all the time of
novices and newcomers that are coming
into the breed without the knowledge,
without the experience, without seeking
the advice and help of the well-estab-
lished breeders, doing it allon theirown, to
try to outclass their competitars. This is
whera it's gone sadly astray bacause they
haven't baen able to produce the stock.
This is where all the faults have come in.
Woe still must stick to tha original breeders
and those well-established kennels and
follow the lines on tha correct breeding, to
get faults OUT takes a long tima!

We have some beautiful dogs in the
country today, seme vary well-known and
wall-liked Samoyeds which are correct,
We also have a lot of rubbish,

So are there mora better dogs now
or in the old days?

In general, I'll give preferance to
saying that the older dogs were better
guality than the presentdogs. |would also
like to add that we have some oulstanding
dogs of today, in all fairness 1o the many
new up-and-coming kennels producing
the right stock and doing a lot of good for
the breed,

Do these kennels help the tradi-
tion?

Definitely, they have upheld the tradi-
tion of the old Samoyeds and what thay
have ‘produced themselves, they have
added. The top dogs of today | would say
are slightly better than the top dogs in the
old days, but in general, the quantity was
greater of good dogs in the old days than
what it is today,

Looking back, what was the high-
light of your dog years?

Obviously, winning Crufts; that is the
general aim of every doggy person or
breeder, to sort of one day be able to get
the winning dog at Crufts. This is classed
as the shop window of the world, the
greatest dog show in the world;
everybody's dream is to win there. That
has been my highlight.

The breeding of my champions, has
given me avery graatsatisfaction; 'mvery
proud of the fact of what I've been abla to
da with them, and from what thay in turn
have produced to my credit.
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The situation at Crufis |s a speclal
one. You can't just enter your dog, you
havetobe qualified. Isthatwhat makes
the name of this show so great, or the
long tradition It has?

Oh, quite. |f people are coming to
England, and they are coming from all
over the world, to sea the dogs at Crufts,
and they know that by coming to Crufts,
they are not going to see the inferior or the
lesser known dogs. They know that thay
are really coming to see the cream of the
country that Britain produces. Evary dog
must have won and qualified to even enter
thaere. They really know that every dog
they see they can classiy as a fop class
winning dog.

That's why Crufts is the shop window
of the world,

What was an upsetting moment in
your doggy years?

Parsonally, | can't reflect and say I've
had any unhappy moments apart from just
one paricular breading experience, a
Casaraan birth, and the vet did it, and 1o
me, didn't put sufficient stitches into the
wound. | only counted nine, practically an
inch apart, and | was very dissatisfied and
distressed because as one started to
bleed, by about the time | got to the vet,
and he came to the Kennels o examina,
she'd opened, and everything, the intes-
tines and everything, had all come out.
That's my most vivid and shocking experi-
ence I've ever witnessed in my career. |
never wantto see itagain. The bitch didn't
survive; he couldn't do anything for her at
all, just had to put her to sleep immedi-
ately, That is the one and only bad expe-
rience in my career.

Was it all worth it? Would you like
to do it the same way?

if you could turn the clock back, |
would certainly start all over again, and I'd
do exactly the same again as |'ve done; |
don'tthink I'd alterit. The happy momants,
the unhappy, very few, the laughter, the
joy and the tears - they all make up your
doggy life.

When someone comes to you to
ask advice on starting out, what would
you tell them?

I'd sitdown, first of all, and talk to them
lo see if they had sufficient intarest, the
care and attention that's needed, and that
they are not just doing it purposely with a
view to commercializing or making money
out of them. I'd strongly object to or
strongly advise them against anything like
that. It's got to be done from the joy and
the love of the dog. You've got to ba able
to cope with the respensibility of a deg and

your responsibility, too, to that dog,

| would explain and give them all the
helpand advice from my own experienca,
s0 as to put them in good stead for what
they have in mind themsslves.

When ona looks around here and
sees all your certificates showing your
great winning with your dogs, there is
another dog here closs by, a Peking-
ese, and two birds. Tell us about the
non-doggy Rebin Lings.

Well, dogs are my life; | live, talk and
enjoy dogs; they ARE my life. When you
look at all this, medals and rosettes, etc,,
this is just a small proportion of what my
walls will take; if | was asked how many, it
would probably go to 2500 awards. ['ve
won 40 awards at Crufts alone over the
years since 1955 tothe last award with my
last bitch in 1976. I'm going inrto the
decline of my age, and am now doing
mora judging than what | am breeding or
showing. W | had the opportunity, if my
health would stand it, | would start off
again right now, yes. | wouldn't hesitate if
| knew my health could cope with it, going
till | was 90 or so.

When | was a young boy, more or
lass, just after | left school, | began work-
ing with the Royal Family. My father asked
what | had in mind for my career, because
he was a well-known painter and decora-
tor. |didn't want to follow father's profes-
sion. It was a very well-known calling in
those daysto gointo gentleman’s service.
| expected just to go to some ordinary

T —
gentleman, but my first opportunity camg
with SirHoward Kerr, who was the Duka of
Gloucester's Equerry, and through ap
invitation, | was invited to go 1o London
and there | started with the Duke and
Duchess Deimonte Mariagliano of the
ltalian Embassy, and Iwas able to start ag
first footman-valet. The war started in
1938, and in 1940, the Duke had to leave
to-go back to ltaly because of the war
conditions. | was invited to go to ltaly 1o |

| earry-on my employment with them, but |

the necessary forms had to befilled in, and

| was only 21 years at the time; father |
objected to me going because of the war
conditions, ltaly and Germany were fight-
ing against us atthat particular time. lwas
transfarred then to HRH the Duke of
Gloucester as his first footman-valet, and
| remainad with him. | resigned my post
and came back home where | started off in
the dogs.

Is there anything else you'd like to
add, some advice?

The soundest advice | can give is to
stick to the standard, follow the standard
and breed to the standard. | don't think
anyone would go tar wrong, but if thay
experiment and try little things on their
own, then they will all coma with many
problems. That's my soundest advice,
and my motto is: “A dog is the only
instance where money can buy true lova” |
{with courtesy of Princass Sobilia Carafa), |

Thank you very much. - |
|

Who Will Love Crow

? |

el

Tama Talkington
Couneil Bluffs, lowa

Nobody likes dog shows better than |
do. Norcan limagine anyone loving their
dogs with the intensity that | do.

| haven't been to a doctor for five or
six years (with the exception of the aye-
doc, when a dog stepped in my eya and
scraped the covering from my cornea -
ouch!). These were my complaints when
I racently went to my doctor. | was fealing
much discomfort on my left side. Natu-
rally, my first thought was my heart. The
discomfort went clear through tha front to
the back. | was short of breath and tha
tiniest bit wheezy. If | overdid - which |
started to avoid - | could hardly breathe, |
woke up mornings fesling tightin the chest
and my appendages would be swollan
and puffy. | was surethebig 4-0 wastrying

to get me. After helistenedio my hear, he
listened to. my right side, than back 1o my
left. He had me breathing in and out and
coughing. All the while not saying any-
thing. Then he fold his nurse 1o prepare |
me for a "picture.” My adrenalin started to |
race. A picture? Wow! My lungs. | had
avoided ever having an X-ray ... for fear
somathing might be found. My motto was |
“what you don't know won't hurt you.™ For
yaars | had tippy-toad by all the frea lung
X-ray vans that are periodically stationad
around town. Wow, my lungs!

Me, a three-pack-a-day smoker (five |
packs at dog shows!)

| was sitting in the X-ray room waiting ‘

for the doctor to tell whatever he did or
didn't see. Then his nurse came in and
told me not to dress yet as tha doctor ‘
wanted another picture, this time a side
view, My blood ran cold from fear. | knew
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