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The Gangline

Geoff and Brenda Abbortt
Pine, Colorado

S the Aspen trees turn to

gold in Colorade’s high

country at this time of

year, the weekend sight-

seers heading west out of Denver are
joined by another, more pragmatic
group. This group can be easily spot-
ted by the three- or four-wheeled train-
ing rigs atop vans and pickup trucks,
and their bumper stickers: “Save Gas,
Run On Dog Food,” and, “Let’s All
Pull Together!” The mushers are in
search of training sites which are
twenty degrees cooler than the lower
elevations. While we have run in
races where the temperature was 45
degrees above zero
upper training limit at 3
When first gettin
your dogs for sled use,
with each individual d
that morning you actua
m loosely!
three dogs,
to get into
your basic

not puppies, and you w
sled work, first assem
equipment. (See SQ er ‘81) To
acquaint your dogs with their harness-
es, work with one dog at a time, mak-
ing sure each harness fits properly.
Remain with the dog, praising him,
running with him for a short distance
and generally having fun. Do not put
a harness on a dog and turn him loose
in a pen or kennel unsupervised. The
very least that can happen is that the
dog will chew off the harness and you
are out $10! As your dogs become
accustomed to wearing a harness, snap
a lead onto the loop just above the tail
and encourage the dog to stay out in
front of you. After a short time, put a
little drag pressure on the lead and
continue to encourage him. Most
Sams need very little encouragement
o “pull,” particularly with you still so
close to him.

A dog with the inclination to lead
for you will probably be a little harder
to find. You are looking for a dog that
will stay out in front of you at a con-
siderable distance. One that is not
afraid of being alone, but one that will

- passed with fewer incidents.
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obey you even at that distance. Very
often new drivers, and some of us
“not-so-new” drivers, will feel more
comfortable with a double lead. One
dog may love to be out front but
doesn’t care for making trail decisions
or taking directions from the driver.
Another dog may prefer to run with a
companion but will listen to and obey
the driver.

Another thing to be considered
long before that first real training run
is the weight of both the dogs and the
driver. A dog’s good racing weight
will probably seem too low to most of
those of our fancy who do not work
their dogs. My heart goes out to some
of those overweight Samoyeds who
would be half dead after running just a
mile or two at speeds of twelve to fif-
teen mph. Needless to say, an over-
weight driver is a liability to any team.

- "When we use the word “trammg

with other teams is n
dictable on the trail.

It passes and is
Dogs on
a team which consistently trains alone
are often frightened by other teams in
a race, or distracted and want to play.
Using one-minute starts when training
also teaches the dogs to wait when
commanded to do so.

One of the hardest things to teach
a team, and particularly your leaders,
is to pass another team. (Darn near
impossible, I should think, if you
always train alone!) The command
used here is “on by.” The command
itself can be taught by passing almost
anything out of the ordinary: a person
at the edge of the trail, or your own car
or truck. Our dogs love “their” van
and had to be taught not to stop every
time they passed it. Practice this until
you have complete confidence in your
leaders and team that they know the
command. Avoid the word “no” when
teaching passing, as the dog may think
you do not want him to pass.

When you have the command
down pat, begin training runs with

more prew--‘ -

other teams and work on pasg;
being passed. Start giving eng
ment the moment the team be
overtake the sled in front of y
continue until the pass is comp
The best place to begin a practi
is on an uphill. The driver of th,
being passed may have to g]
team a little if it is a larger o
faster team. If your team sh
inclination to pass even after |
the “on by” command, you w
have to get off the sled, run ¢
leaders and assist them on by.
the dog generously and enc
them to pick up speed and leave
other team behind. This extra b
speed will probably best be a
plished if you stay off the runn
push the sled for ten to fiftee
onds. Remember what T said ab
overweight drivers!

begin your dcgs and you show 1
itation when Ou come upon a

pass. If thisr iR getting off y
sled and holding your dogs be
they refuse to be overtaken, then o
it!
The ideal pass for both drivel
two teams running at their top Spe
and one slowly overtaking the of
with never a missed beat. Haveh
if you have the slower team; m
dogs love to chase and you sho
a great pull for a while.
When it comes to specificé
training your leaders, I won’t pr
to give more than tips. I learned
an expert. Invest in the book °
ing Lead Dogs My Way,”
Fishback. It is excellent and cai
ordered from Zima, Box 57, M
Montana 59920.
Enjoy your fall training S€s
This is every bit as much fun fo
the races, although for differen
sons. The pressure of compe
good in its own way, will come



Jeanne Nonhof
" Waldo, Wisconsin

‘er of OES your basic dog show
etos W judge know that he/she is
arger N being judged each time he

¥ steps into the ring? Indeed,
me he sets foot even near a
ery move he makes is
and commented upon. TI'll
here, with anything except
n in the ring.
t judges are honest, hard-
ople, whose greatest joy is
eally good one in their entry.
they have found that good
him up in the breed, they
it to know what the Group
done with it and will discuss
h that Group judge wh),r he

1 show
upo are all kind Df Judges -
lso so ‘l ve and some we wouldn’t

S a thmg ~ from handlers’
tricks to dirty tricks — and
sitate one minute to tell an
he/she has “gunk” in his/her

»oth d t ... or withhold ribbons for
eir to ity. If I had a young hope-
<ing thi 't sure of, T would drive
it. Ha les for this man’s opinion.
r tean ¢ enough of himself, and of
sou shy » 10 put up a puppy, but it

‘be a super puppy.
are many judges who will
py the points. They don’t

[ lear ¢ to do it, but in doing an
. book D, that is what they must do
Tay, Ons. I have heard them com-
nt and on’t like to put up a puppy,

one hell of a puppy.”
there are the judges who

ning ¢ the sensation makers and
a fun Puppy up whenever given a
differen  Or, there is one judge I'm
comp who consistently puts up

ecially from the classes, if
OVe to get under him with a
g bitch — avoid him like the
a male special.

A€ are judges who dump us

camne press
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On Judging Judges

and we can understand it. Then there
are the judges for whom we have no

respect, even if they do put us up. -

One of the latter is the one with the
applause meter in his head. Who cares
how good/bad a dog is? If heis a
local dog, with lots of ringside sup-
port, up he goes. Actually, that’s
probably why he was hired by the
local club. Everybody figured they
could win under him ‘cause all of their
friends would be at that local show.
One of the area Collie fans has a face-
tious “Rent-A-Clap” for this kind of
occasion. Nobody has more fun at a
dog show than he does!

And then there is the totally polit-
ical judge — often synonymous with
“handler’s judge.” He reads the
, religiously, and if yo
dvertise in the right places, you ha

up
have all the good dogs.’

many exhibitors are on to this kind of
thing. Recently, a Saturday show
drew a four-point major entry, while
the Sunday show (where this kind of
judge was officiating) drew one or
two, I'm not just sure which. So,
while this kind of judge is still allowed
to judge by the AKC and, while it
does take some time, the withholding
of entries is our only real defense —
and a poor one at that. Yes, you can
write to the AKC and they will listen,
but this kind of things is so ambiguous
it is hard to pin down.

If you read your Gazettes faithful-
ly and know a few of the dogs around
the country, you will note a few judges
who consistently put up dogs out of
left field. Nobody ever heard of the
dogs before and you probably won’t
again. Apparently this judge is march-
ing to a different drummer than the
rest of the dog world, interpreting the
standard differently, placing emphasis
on points other judges, breeders and
exhibitors consider to be unimportant.
They are the reason for the oft heard

_ nd that i isa
“direct quote. I nearly threw up. But,
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statement, “If you show long enough,
you can finish anything.” And it’s
true, you can. But when you’ve fin-
ished that dog, what do you have?
The championship certificate doesn’t
change the dog from what he is or
alter what he has to contribute to the
breed. There are champions and
champions ... but I digress ... back to
judges.

There are judges who simply
don’t care for your dogs, but when you
know what they are looking for, you
can say to yourself, “Well, fourth in
that class was just where we should
have been.”

Ah, yes, and then there is the all-
rounder judge who is always looking
for the best dog, doesn’t care that a
dog he has it up frequently is there if
nknown around. And
s no difference to this

of judge. He’s gonna
he devil take the rest.
forever.

touched on specialist

judges. I'm almost afraid to put pen to
' paper on thi§ bie because feelings run

so high on i
Personally, Wayne and I will go
many miles for a breeder-judge,
almost any breeder-judge. I suppose
we’re egotistical about all judges. We
feel our dogs are good enough to win
under all of them. This has to do with
a positive mental attitude, which we
will discuss in a later article. And,
let’s face it, a win under a breeder-
judge is something a little more spe-
cial. Sometimes almost as good as
winning a specialty. Generally, breed-
er-judges attract major entries, unless
they have been overused in an area.

OW, to breeder-judges putting
Nup dogs of their own breeding
. Well, let’s go back a bit to
illustrate the point I'd like to make.
Once upon a time ... well, maybe not
that long ago, but a few years back ...
a local breeder-judge put a class bitch,
which she had bred some two or three
years prior, over a couple of good
male specials and the top-winning
local specials bitch. She was roundly
criticized — BUT, in her opinion, the
class bitch was the better Samoyed
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present that day. The bitch did not
place in the Group because it was
quickly rumored about that she had
put up her own breeding. When she
asked the Group judge later how he
liked her choice, he indicated he had
expected to see the other bitch.

ELL, that did it. She told
him exactly why the BOB
winner was a good

Samoyed, nailed him right to the wall
about looking at the right end of the
lead. That lady never minced any
words. There were no politics
involved, just a breeder-judge who
knew what she liked and wasn’t about
to be influenced by winning records or
anything else.

Breeder-judges tend to be harder
on the faults they had trouble with in
their own breeding programs. And
pay a little more attenuon to type, I

they have in their own
grams because that is
and believe to be correc
Yes, there are som
play games, just as th
other judges. ButI like
breeder-judge will di
depth” job of _]udgm
breed. ) )
And while I'm on the subject of
breeder-judges, let me say that they
have a tougher row to hoe than any
other kind of judge. Assignments are
further apart and everybody and his
brother tries to influence them. They
get letters and phone calls which are
unbelievable. Breeder-judges should
be tough-minded people, with well
formed and well thought out ideas,
who can take a LOT of flak. General-
ly, they are in the position where, no
matter what they do, somebody is
going to be angry. So, they have to be
confident that they know their stan-
dard well and are scrupulously honest.
Actually, it has been our experi-
ence that we do best under judges we
have never heard of, who are from
totally out of the area. They draw big
entries because nobody has any idea
what they’re going to do and every-
body feels he’s got as good a chance
as the next guy. We love to enter
under this kind of judge and just hope
he puts the same interpretation on the
standard, type and soundness as we
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do.

Yes, as surely as each of us is a
judge, every time we grade a litter of
our pups, we all judge judges every
time we go to a show. We want to
know if they're knowledgeable, hon-
est, confident and experienced. We
want to know if they’re looking for a
balanced dog, if they’re head hunters,
coat connoisseurs, or if they care for
nothing so much as a good movin’
dog.

We want to know if they are
heavy-handed, rough on dogs (we
won’t show a puppy to this one), if
they will take some extra time with a
frightened novice. Really, it doesn’t
cost a judge anything at all to smile
and be a little pleasant ... and most are.
Some of them will go way out of their
way for a frightened beginner, whether
it is the handler or the dog.

- ‘And ‘when observmg Judgmg, we

‘what is goif
So, while a

Phoebe Faulmann

HERE are quite a few reasons

why some dogs win in the

breed ring and so many don’t.

But very few people stop to
consider the real reasons and continue
to be puzzled by a judge’s placements
of the entries. Too often they blame
their losses on something quite unre-
lated to the real problem. Most often
the judge unjustly receives most of the
blame. It must be remembered that a
judge can only evaluate what he can
actually see. He has only two to three
minutes to go over each dog in a class.
This doesn’t really give him time to
consider what the dog would look like
if he were groomed, what his expres-
sion would be if he weren’t looking at
the bait on the floor, or if he just
weren’t so scared, etc. Most all breed
judges enter the ring with the idea of
first finding a Samoyed. Not neces-

dges can’t see
thelr backs.,: :

error error on the Wall

larly, if a dog showed all of hjg
when the judge had his back ¢
but his handler had him pulleg
er at the right times, you canngt
the judge for what he cannot see
also, remember you cannot see
ringside that undershot bite or feg]
slab sides under that abundant coat

Call us naive, if you will, ¢
firmly believe 80 percent of
Jjudging is on the up-and-up, @
you hear rumors of TV’s being
and bottles of aged Scotch exch:

. but in my book, that’s j
much male bovine waste
grapes invented by the loser of
day.

Yes, some judges are m
knowledgeable than others ap
ongoing education is important.
place more emphasis on one
some another, but the vast majo
them are doing'a good, honest jo
1ink about it, you'll
:h job wherein you

sarily one that excels in specific b
characteristics but rather one th
combination of overall type, b
and soundness. A dog that o
whole most typifies the breed
dard. He just might find a dog
the result of specific breed chara
tics and still possesses the sou
and virtues he desires, but it I
always so.

Next, try to picture your d0
the judge actually sees him
judge’s-eye view of your dog co!
much more than just the dog
There are many contributions 10
whole picture. Whether he sees
dog as an attractive specimen 0L
breed depends a great deal on
tioning, grooming and present
You must remember to present
dog to the judge and to do it in@
that gives the impression YO8
proud of your dog. Many peopk"__ E
stop to consider that they too €|



| picture. Do you project a
ttractive appearance?
not, sometime during the

What Judgc can properly
og that is neither bathed
out properly prior to the
rooming can help to con-
y to the virtues and can
'ults. A sparkling white
jost always catch the eye
oy yellow one. A particu-
posscss many fine quali-
oesn’t “show” them to
are of little value in the
Good movement cannot
dog gallops around the
t structure cannot be felt
efuses to let the judge
. Don’t complain that the
tical, stupid, or just plain

hke not. hat you wish
Wlshmg won ’t make

have had the opportunity
g while the judge is
im as an individual and
a member of the whole
ared to the other entries?
that mental picture might
t different. Possibly the
was superior to yours,
ere unable to watch, you
mething the judge didn’t
vhere 8 mm movies are

N did you last look at
r dog? Was it when he
 chasing bluejays in the
50, you probably saw a
ive picture. If bluejays
bait, you might dupli-
picture for the judge, but
aren’t, you'd best try to
same dog staring at a
and decide if the picture
eXt, watch him follow the
tree with such a flow-
gait it takes your breath
hear perfect, huh? Well,

ar too f]attermg How
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consider the same dog moving in the
show ring. Here he will have the dis-
tractions of people running in the rings
next to him, the disadvantage of you
flapping on the end of the lead, upset-
ting his balance, unlevel terrain, just to
name a few. That movement won’t
quite be what you saw in the backyard.
Watch the beautiful way he stops in
the yard, every foot in place, but they
rarely do the same in the ring.

If you are consistently placing
fifth out of five, and some of your
friends suggest that you could make
some changes in your style of present-
ing your dog, don’t be too quick to
assume that they are jealous or stupid

brain answered back in a flash,
“Maybe you don’t, honey, but I do!”
Fortunately, I didn’t say it out loud. It
is true of myself and most of the suc-
cessful dog people I know: We're
always in there to win. Now that is
not to say we are not pleased with a
nice Reserve on a puppy but, deep
down, we always feel it wasn’t quite
enough.

If we got Reserve, we wanted
Winners. If we get Winners, we want
Best of Winners, and then if we figure
we have that safely tucked away, we
start eyeing the Best of Breed ribbon.
If we get that BOB, get into the Group
ring, we don’t want to be “pulled” or
placed. We want to win it. Yes, we
take that third place Group ribbon and
run right home with it, grinning like
idiots, but we really wanted #1, and
why couldn’t the judge see that the
Samoyed was the best darn dog in that
group of 30 or so working dogs?

And then, when lightning does
strike and we get the blue ribbon, that
gives us the “entree” to compete for

:ydﬁ:'k:ﬁow To which my competltlvc
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(especially if they have a different
breed). Maybe, just maybe, you or
your dog have been doing something
wrong. Maybe your Super Sam failed
to exhibit his superness and it could
have been your fault. Are you really
the handler you think you are? Maybe
your dog doesn’t move as well as you
thought he did. Have you really
watched him lately?

Since you can’t use a magic mir-
ror to answer these questions, maybe
it’s time to stop and take another look
at your super dog or the way you have
been presenting him. Maybe the two
of you don’t look like you thought you
did.

; what we want — the
match — the right to

the same aim. If they didn’t all think
they had a chance at just that kind of
exciting action, participation in dog
shows would take a spectacular nose
dive and never recover. Yes, competi-
tiveness is part of the game.

Do you remember the Ken-L
Ration TV ad which used the jingle,
“My dog’s better than your dog”?
That is exactly the attitude which
keeps many people going to dog
shows. And, within reason, generally
the best dog will win and the cream
will rise to the top.

But, wait! There is more to show-
ing a particular breed than merely win-
ning. There is planning the next gen-
eration, which should be better than
the present one. You should never be
upset to have one of your puppies
come up and beat the “old man” or his
mom. If that happens, you must be
doing a good job as a breeder. And
where can breeders go to look at dogs
from all over the country who might
be just the right ones for our bitches?
Well, you can read the Samoyed Quar-
terly, The Samoyed Club of America
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Bulletin, if you're a member, and the
AKC Gazette to see who is winning.
You can also read the breed books.
These are all good sources of learning,
but if you want firsthand knowledge,
you go to a specialty show and, in par-
ticular, to your breed’s National Spe-
cialty show.

OCAL specialty shows will
I draw almost all of the good

dogs from a particular area and
a couple from outside the surrounding
states as well. They are a wonderful
place to see what the local studs and
bitches are putting on the ground and
meet their owners and, maybe, actual-
ly lay your hands on the dogs that
interest you.

But if you're really interested
what’s going on in your breed, you go
to your parent club’s specialty show
(Samoyed Club of Amcnca) no matter
where it is held. Mo

much the better, if yo
learn something. Yo
and compete and still le
you want to learn as mu
don’t take a dog. You will be able to
concentrate strictly on gbserving with-
out having to groom, ¢xercise and
worry about your d "ake photos
and movies if you ¢
to mind (to disprove that point) some
people I know who declared they
weren’t going to a specialty without a
dog to show — even if it was in their
state that year. SO, they took along a
bitch they didn’t think was really
ready, only to walk off with WB and
BOW for the thrill of a lifetime. Ah,
the ups and downs of dog shows. You
never know what is going to happen.
You can make an educated “guesti-
mate,” but there are no sure things in
dog shows.

What can you learn at a specialty?
You can meet the people who have
been only names to you. You’ve seen
their ads, read their letters or articles
and agreed or disagreed with them.
Think of the wonderful, interesting,
stimulating conversations you can get
into. You should get enough food for
thought to last you for six months.
You can closely observe the Stud Dog
and Brood Bitch classes, see who is
producing what: which stud dog is
producing the things your bitch is
lacking; which line is strong where

possible,

lot, but if -

Which brings -
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yours is weak; who are the best indi-
viduals in your particular line; who
has a good dog for sale; who has an
interesting breeding in the planning
stages ... And, you can see some of
the illustrious “names” behind your
dog — in his pedigree and in the flesh.
Perhaps in the Veteran classes; per-
haps still in active competition. See if
your dog is, indeed, an improvement
over the last couple of generations.
Maybe you can actually lay your
hands on some of these dogs (after
first introducing yourself and getting
permission, of course). If someone
should refuse to let you go over their
dog, you have the right to wonder
what they are trying to hide. Most
people are flattered all to pieces at
your interest in their dog, and will
point out the dog’s faults and virtues
for your education

_nation and 1
- and Mexico,

‘packmg and weight pulhng': ]udgmg,

the law and your dog; and advertising
and photography. Something for
everyone. Now, who could ask for
anything more?

Well, there will be more. The
National is to be followed by the
Greater Milwaukee Samoyed Fanciers
Specialty. Both specialties offer
Sweepstakes and obedience trials.
Both offer the all-important non-regu-
lar classes. And, further, the SCA
Futurity will be judged, which is open
only to properly nominated dogs, from
litters bred and nominated by SCA
members. The very cream of the crop
will be there and you can see it. Such
a deal!

Another thing that specialties
offer that I want to mention:
“Things.” Lovely Sammy things!
Ceramics, candles, pedigrees, notepa-
per. leatherwork, purses — all kinds of
Sammy-oriented paraphernalia. It’s
wonderful! And, who could go home
without some kind of souvenir? Not
me! My souvenir generally takes the
shape of another book to add to my

collection. But maybe I']] get
three this year ... forget infla
we’ve got to keep the money
ing, right? (Unfortunately, thy
doesn’t work on Wayne. He ga
through all my ploys.)

You should make it g p
watch or participate in the gf
trials. Some of the country’s top.
ing Samoyeds will be there,
their little doggy hearts out and py
on stunning demonstration
man/dog togetherness.

And, yes, it’s going to be g
sive, so start saving your shekels.
for this great event in October
your dogs will be wearing th
coats for fall and winter. Ope
pet peeves is arctic breed spe
held in July and August, when |
Samoyeds are virtually nude, 1
wants to take their “pride and j
show halfway across the natio
the other fanciers to see when t
looking less their best?

Okay, you’ve come to a speg
to learn your breed, in depth.
have caref watched eve

plans. “You’ve attended som
interesting symposiums. You’
over some dogs you’ve onl
about in the past. Sometimes
a new dog who is just what y
looking for. Sometimes the o
were really looking forward to
disappoints you — but you are le
And you cannot progress in thi
without that. If it’s possible, yO
almost getting tired of white dogs"

OU have seen a huge 1
of Samoyed champion
of them dogs you will n

able to see again.
smiling Samoyed champions
ring. It is enough to make the
the back of your neck stand up
one judge’s opinion is the 0
counts on that day. Your opiniof
differ from that of the judge — an¢
is not necessarily wrong. That
there are “Awards of Merit,”
may be awarded at the judge’s
tion at the National Specialty.
are many exceptionally good d 8
such an event and the judge”



ly one for Best of Breed.
f Merit indicates that that
dog was an extremely good
 was definitely in the running.
't his day.
take all that information you
'h'ered back home, share it

la and Geoff Abbott
Pine, Colorado

- warm, dry January day in
the Colorado mountains
~ seems to be a rather incon-

snow, it
""" h owner
work together as a team.
one-dog Samoyed owners
by harness training their
ht pull. As the weight
at the races, usually the
he first day, it is easy to
p in the excitement and
1 of the entire sport. After
0 of attending the races
puller, it is a natural step
mpetition in the three-
ich requires a minimum

$amoyed owner who
in his area as a spectator
be very surprised to find
Samoyeds in harness,
all-Sam team. We know
ple across the country
work their Samoyeds in
Who do not attend orga-
Taces. These owners
side benefits of harness
€r conditioned, healthy
dogs — but, for person-
" Or geographical reasons
tively race. We have
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with your friends (and even your ene-
mies!), put it to good use. By next
year at this time, your puppies could
be cleaning up in the Sweeps and
Futurity. You may produce the dog

that will have a lasting influence for

good upon the breed.

ake Your Sledding Debut

an almost 50-50 split on emphasis in
our kennel. We attend an average of
25 shows a year, from March to
December. From October through
December, we train and we race in

Phoebe Faulmann =+

OR the most part, the sport

of dog showing is usually

undertaken by the young to

middle-aged couple. At the
onset of this undertaking, they may or
may not be a happy, well-adjusted
couple and, more times than not, one
party is generally more “driven” to
succeed at the sport than the other.
This can lead some relationships down
a hard and rocky road. Suddenly one
party feels he/she is receiving less
attention, the family savings account is
rapidly dwindling, and there are far
too many TV dinners being served
(when anything is served at all).

Now comes the ultimatum: It’s
me or those damned dogs! Sometimes
the sport is abandoned — there are dogs
to place — and sometimes the spouse is
abandoned — then there is a settlement
(which includes the dogs) to be reck-
oned with. If the first choice is taken,
the dogs are usually placed by the
involved and concerned owner, with
due respect and consideration to the
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Even here in Colorado, the per-
centage of Samoyeds at races is quite
small, still, although improving.
About 54 percent of the dogs at races
here are mixed breeds, hounds, Setters
and Alaskan racing huskies. Another
30 percent or so are purebred Siberian
Huskies, and the remainder are pure-
bred Samoyeds, Alaskan Malamutes,
Norwegian Elkhounds, etc.

Rarely will the spectator find the
purebred Samoyed team to be the
fastest in a particular heat. Given the
weather conditions, which make the
most of our breed’s assets of steadi-
ness and endurance, however, it cer-
tainly is not impossible! But seldom
will the well-trained Samoyed team
finish last. It has been our experience
that during a race Samoyeds present
fewer discipline and temperament
problems, overall, than do some of the
more highly-strung dogs bred for

dogs. TF the second route is chosen,
you may find yourself in a lengthy
court battle over the custody and dis-
position of the dogs. Many times, this
situation turns to less than amicable.
The deprived spouse relates to the
attorney the years of hardships, both
mental and financial, and seeks restitu-
tion. When the situation takes this
turn, the well-being of the dogs is
given the back seat. Most attorneys
are very experienced at getting most
couples to reach agreements of inani-
mate objects, with anything from
drawing straws to a lottery. But this
just isn’t a reasonable solution for
dividing a litter of pups or deciding
ownership for several champions. For
one thing, the deprived spouse is gen-
erally not in a position to knowledge-
ably market the dogs to the “right”
people, nor do they care if someone
coming to pick a pup has lost their last
five pets to “automobile accidents.”
Even the most concerned attorney
finds this situation hard to contend
with. After months of bickering back
and forth between the two parties, he’s
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wishing for an outbreak of new dis-
temper virus, starting at your house.
Sometimes, no amount of tears or
pleading can make him understand
that your dogs (friends, as you tell
him) cannot be liquidated as an asset,
with the proceeds being divided
between both parties. Just how does
one go about liquidating a ten-year-old
champion?

With all other proposals being
totally out of the question, you find
yourself agreeing to have the dogs
appraised and paying 50 percent of the
worth of each dog you feel that you
can’t part with. If there are two or
more champions involved, this could
turn into the megabuck range. You
find yourself asking: Why are they
doing this? After all, the damaged
spouse never even knew the dogs from
the bitches — and thought you showed
Siberians.
Just dealing with

property settlement an
other kind) and divorce
take time to consider th
of the dog. It’s easy
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yourself, “This could never happen to
me,” but don’t kid yourself. Some
people happen to react very strangely
to rejection. So a word to the wise, for
your dog’s sake. Consider the possi-

bility of this situation and formulate

“Plan A” and “Plan B” and have them
ready to put into action if the need
every should arise. And, for good-
ness’ sake, if the dogs are for all prac-
tical purposes yours, register them in
your name only. This might be a plus
in your favor when trying to prove
ownership.

If, after the settlement, you find
you aren’t financially or physically
able to care for the dogs, at least you
will be the one to place them, in your
own sweet time, and not the judge or
your ex.

Although this story is not my tes-
timonial, I did suffer a similar situa-

The Gigantic Blind Spot

Shirley Mangini
Oakland, California

ATELY have you gathered
around the show ring and
commented on the quality of
the dogs and bitches out
there? There’s not much out there that
you’d consider buying, is there? As
you shake your head sadly and wonder
where is it all going to end, reflect for
a moment, “Where did it all begin?”
The single greatest problem with
breeders is EGO. This is true in all
breeds, but Samoyeds seem to be gain-
ing a special corner on the market.
What with competition and, unfortu-
nately, the “little cliques” that form,
everyone is out to prove they are bet-
ter. It is a race born in desperation to
get as many dogs into the show ring as

possible, without much regard for the
quality, or more commonly, the lack
of quality of those dogs. It is essential
that as a breeder you believe in your
dogs, those you own and those that
you have bred. Equally so, for the
continued betterment of the breed, it is
essential that you do not allow your-
self to become blind to the faults and
deficiencies of your dogs and the lines
that they come from.

Looking at the dogs and bitches
being shown in the rings, who bred
them? If it’s a beginner, then where
did they get their dogs? What lines do
they come from? Most important of
all, how did they ever get sold as show
dogs? Therein lies the heart of the
problem, back to EGO. A breeder
breeds a litter. Genetically (that is on
paper), it looks great. Determined that

tion somme £hree years ago: and: was

" sound and
- minor and

they will produce only show
they convince themselveg g
unsuspecting buyer that the
truly show quality. The
mediocre dogs in the show p
the propagation of more m
dogs.

- well-known breeder of |
great dogs in anothe
once told me, “Eve

using great dogs (meaning B]
for breeding stock, it takes
hundreds of puppies to produg
er great dog.” Now this is a |
of line for your everyday breed
has the money and space for h
of puppies?), but give it some tho
The real message is that the |
majority of pups born are medi
less. The show dog, or the
specimen, is a minority.

appear, in accordancc with the s
dard as set down by AKC,
Samoyed should. The type
look is unquestionably a Samo!

A breeder must be his own
est critic. If a person breedi
doesn’t know what is corre
how can they possibly breed
correct? When observing youl
week-old puppies, trust your i
and listen to your doubts. A W
at that age rarely gets outgro
Sometimes they appear to lea
definitely they will change,
maturity they will be back t
you. There it is, the weak p
you know you saw, the poor
the narrow rear, etc. And no
you, or some poor person that you
the dog as a show dog, are faced
either facing your failure or
the dog a good home. Unfo
more often the blasted EGO
and the dog enters the sho
another mediocre specimen.
important to “cut” those pups
suspect. If necessary, put th
home where they will let you



ey turn out. Don’t let
and gobs of coat sway
or selling an anatom-
show dog.

nt, you are probably
ho is she to draw such
9 How many dogs do
ow homes?” Well, not
the ones there are are
We are nearly fanati-
es to grading our pup-
em nice, generally we
n out until we are sure.
ying them are very anx-
very honest with any
might have. I have no
oday’s standards we
s in pet homes that are
. But if we wouldn’t
ourselves, then why

Sarah Anne Sly
, Massachusetts

F' AIT ‘til you’ve been to
I pick up those bitches in
. the middle of the night
- afew times. I thought
sy. Can we ship her on
y? Our males are going

some of the comments
Since offering your first
s;:l:vice? Well, we speak
/ limited experience of
we’ve learned a lot the
ch is not in books. Per-
you have a successful
le lineage whom people
ﬁi stud. Before you know
Lhe are “for hire” — each of
ific services, Here are
1CS procedures for your
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sell it as a very lovely pet.

nessed a prime example of what I

JUST the other day at a show I wit-
am talking about. I was observing

a litter of puppies. There were six of |

them. On paper it was really a nice
breeding. An interested person
approached and asked the breeder
about the puppies. The breeder told
the person that all, with the possible
exception of one, were show quality. I
was astounded. From my point of
view, there was one puppy that was
definitely show quality, two that were
probably, and three that definitely
were not. Again the mighty ego
struck.

I don’t think there is any magic
number to how many pups in a litter
will or won’t be show quality. No
matter what the genetics involved,
eachlifter, has its own jndivid

responsibilities to follow from the first
contact with a client until sale of the
pups, which might help you:

Prearrangements: You have just
received a letter of inquiry, hopefully
including a pedigree and picture(s) of
the bitch in question, well before her
heat. This should be answered prompt-
ly, include your stud’s pedigree, a pic-
ture or two (especially a head study for
clients who have not seen your dog)
and the terms you expect. OFA certifi-
cations or hip X-rays should be
exchanged, and each party should
know what is hoped for from this
breeding. Only with all information in
hand can you decide whether this bitch
should be “accepted.”

In setting a stud fee, one guideline
is it should equal the price of a show
prospect at eight weeks. Once proven,
the payment can be either upon receipt

al
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produce a majority of show quality
pups. Each time you breed, it is a
gamble. Does that egg and that sperm
have the genetic traits that you want?
But if you are persistent and don’t
propagate the mediocre dogs, the over-
all quality of all produced will
improve.

NO dog yet bred is perfect. Even
if they were, the perfection is subject
to the whim, opinions and fancy of the
judge and of other breeders. AKC has
set down quite a thorough standard for
the Samoyed. In many other breeds,
the standards are vague, to say the
least, but in our case, it is pretty darn
specific. So why not follow it, why
not attempt to breed to it? Are your
own ideas so great that they have pro-
duced great dogs? Multiple BIS dogs?
Soundness and type should be consid-
ered equally important. Grading your
puppies, selling them or keeping them
for breed and showing must
become an t enterprise. Put your
EGO in a bag and throw it in
the trash. can’t dump your ego,
then you h o one but yourself to
blame for ntinued deterioration
of Samoye

ome Thoughts on Stud Service Logistics

of the bitch, upon whelping, but in no
case after the registration of the litter.
The first unproven studding should be
one-half that value and not payable
until whelping, in most cases.

If a breeding is unsuccessful, most
stud owners offer a return service or a
refund, less service fee, for their efforts
and boarding charges. Many include
lost litters (miscarriages, dead pups,
death within X number of days) in this
category and some even offer a
reduced fee if the litter contains only
one or two pups. (However, it should
be noted that the number of pups is
determined by the number of ovum
from the bitch, not the amount of
sperm from the male.® It is a good
idea, however, when a stud is being
used the first time, to have your vet run
a sperm count AFTER the first ejacula-
tion (which would not be viable), and
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you may even wish to ask him to stand
by for an artificial insemination (with
permission of the bitch’s owner) in
case he is a “slow learner.”

AT this time, too, the require-
ments for health tests should be stated.
It is wise to devise these terms in writ-
ing, in a form to be signed by both par-
ties beforehand, and returned to you
for your records.

At first sign of heat cycle: Once
heat cycle begins, stud owner should
be notified within 24 hours, to allow
time to arrange schedules and coordi-
nate shipping dates. Next comes a vet-
erinarian exam for the bitch, and we
suggest the following tests. You
should be able to certify the first three,
as well, for the bitch, within a reason-
able amount of time.

Brucellosis: Stud should be tested
twice yearly. Bitch should be tested
when heat cycle begins: This is a
blood sample, which

within 24 hours, in-hp %e, at your @ i
vet’s, but which may qulre three to.

four days if sent out.

ARASITES: I
beginning of a h
is time to trea

breeding occurs. In m
bred, a bitch should N
Since worms can be p:

‘be treated.
] directly to

fetuses and may weaken their develop- -

ment, this is a must. As a stud owner,
you have a responsibility to certify that
your kennel is also clear, so as not to
reinfect the bitch while there.

Up-to-Date Shots: DHLP, Rabies
and Parvo. In our opinion, the latter is
now a must, as this disease can wipe
out entire litters any time from pre-
birth until sale age and beyond. How-
ever, an inoculated bitch will pass on a
certain immunity to her pups to protect
them.

Vaginal Culture: There is increas-
ing evidence that certain common
vaginal bacteria can invade the uterus
during heat cycles and during breeding
while the cervix is open, which may
lead to pyometra, miscarriage, or even
invade the fetuses and may be linked to
a fading puppy syndrome. Some studs
may even refuse to breed a bitch with
even a mild case of vaginitis, and this
is more common than one would think!
Again, early detection allows time to
run a culture for sensitivity and a
course on the proper antibiotic before
the cervix opens or breeding occurs.
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This also assures that a busy stud will
not be passing a vaginitis from one
bitch to another.

Certification: All tests should be
confirmed in writing by the vet on the
health certificate, and an added state-
ment that the bitch may be shipped in
ground temperatures below 45°F or
over 80°F, will prevent delays or prob-
lems, shipping either early in the morn-
ing or noontime shipments with all
points of the country covered.

Arrival by air: Advise owners to
use direct flights, if possible. Then,
even though the bitch is coming via
cargo, deal with the passenger terminal
first. The two main reasons for this are
that the plane is physically closer and
you have a better chance of raising a
fuss if something should go wrong and
(in our experience) airline personnel,
who regularly deal with passengers,

tend to be more concerned with pubhc

GBSES You Caﬂ

: the window

or operatl_{ms manager for that alrlme:f
the ticket counter) and ask them to-
“confirm, by radio with the ramp, that

the dog is off-loaded. Suggest that
they also check unloading this way
when you return her. (Recently we
returned a bitch whose owners were
waiting at the cargo office but who
weren’t told for two hours after land-
ing time that the airline couldn’t find
the dog — and she “must have been left
on board and would ‘probably’ show
up in Tucson!™ It was a total of twelve
hours before they saw their girl!)

If a connection flight must be
made, try to contact another breeder in
that city and see if they can (for a fee)
confirm transfer at that airport. Air-
lines are always impressed by a caring
effort. Have this person report to the
manager of operations for the arriving
flight and have him confirm with ramp
personnel that the transfer is complet-
ed. If a problem should arise, you
have an agent there who can intercede
and see that the bitch is not lost or
delayed unnecessarily. His or her
name should be listed on the flight
papers (in case there is a delay) so that
they can act as your agent.

DEPARTURES: Be at ¢
area two hours before ,
on staying with the craga
goes out to ramp. It is much j,
the cargo men to ignore or fq
crate with someone sittipg
Again, rush on up to the pags
loading gate and confirm and/gp
loading — and stay until the f]
airborne. Two examples ]|
these two suggestions: We ret
bitch who was a Barker (with
B!), who was extremely upset
probably would have really ap
the ramp men who dealt wit
Instead, one noticed me watchj
the window and came up to sp
me. When he learned she was
nant and necvous,” he spent a
deal of time speaking with her un
was loaded, and by then she had
down nicely. Another flight,
loaded a bitch on board but, befi
plane took off, she was “bump

have had to

hours more
not flown ou
Because

problems, I |
returned “signal calls” to and from
owner of the bitch, at each end o

mp, to confirm that (1), she is in
air, and (2) safely down and in my ¥

After breeding: If a breeding
successful, you are now on your Wi
You should be in touch with y:
“client” about four to five weeks
the mating to confirm pregnancy,
they should notify you within a da
whelping, the number, sex and ge
health of the pups and bitch. We al
request pictures of each pup “set
and front-on head studies at e
weeks and insist on the names
addresses of each person who takes
pup and the pups’ registered names,s
we can follow their show career.
possible, it is great to travel out t0
the pictures yourself and see the lit
and it is a great way to make friend

In closing, I would say the
important keys are caring and co
nication. These will, hopefully.
vent many problems, both logisti
and in misinterpretations. With
extra care given to a visiting bitch, 8
will be healthier and the owners W
appreciate your efforts. Good luck! *
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The Grandparent Theory

Don and Dot Hodges
Poynette, Wisconsin

HOULD Aladdin’s magic
lantern fall into the hands of a
dog breeder, he would no
doubt put that genie right to
work figuring out how to recombine
those genes to produce a better dog,
maybe even a great one! Unfortunate-
ly, it is likely to be a long time before
the new technology of recombinant
genetics, or “gene splicing” as it is
called in press reports, is applied to
anything as complex as a dog. Sorry,
there just aren’t any magic formulas.
There are, however, any number
of breeding theories based on line-
breeding, inbreeding, or outcrossing;
you are probably somewhat familiar
with most of them.” There i i
ple little observation
found particularly st
seems to be shared b;
longtime breeders with
of this breed. We call i

ent theory, although “th ” may dig-
nify it unnecessarily. It is not a
“secret formula™ to sucgess, but objec-
tively applied (as nearly as that is pos-
sible), it can be use planmng

breedings and predxctmg results ina

general way. I say in a general way
because you are making predictions
about the appearance of particular
characteristics in the litter, not an indi-
vidual.

Basically, the observation notes
that the grandparents to the litter are at
least as important in evaluating a pro-
posed breeding as are the parents to
the litter. We apply this information
by taking each individual characteris-
tic we are concerned about and, treat-
ing the proposed parents and grand-
parents (six dogs) as equally impor-
tant, we assess each for the presence
of the characteristics of interest to
determine the likelihood that it will
appear in the litter. To provide a sim-
ple example, we did one breeding
some time ago that paired a relatively
small bitch with a relatively small dog.
What would you have predicted — a
litter of relatively small dogs? After
examining the grandparents to the lit-
ter, we found that three of the four
approximated the top of the standard,

THE BEST OF THE FIRST TEN YEARS OF THE SAMOYED QUARTERLY

so we guessed the litter would contain
only a few relatively small dogs, the

rest coming close to the top of the

standard. In that litter, we ended up
with 60 percent reaching or exceeding
the top of the standard.

Clearly, to use this information,
one must be familiar with the four
grandparents as well as the parents to

Sledding Equipmént

. Bre da and Geoff Abbott. -

Probably the greatest single
source of injury to a dog or driver is
the training cart. A good cart can be
built if you have the necessary tools
and skills, but I would strongly recom-
mend that you purchase a cart from
one of the many professional outfit-
ters. You will save money in the long
run and a lot of aggravation. I speak
from experience, as I built my first
two “suicide rigs” before I finally got
smart and purchased one. The cart
pictured is the one we use and have
found to be a strong, safe cart. There
are several features a rig should have
to provide the safety needed.

Brakes are the most important
feature of a good training rig. Many
dogs have been seriously hurt because
the driver was not able to stop or slow
the team in time. It should have a
brake pedal that is easy to find without
taking one’s eyes off the team. A
good locking emergency brake is also
a real must. This is primarily for the
safety of the driver, but it makes it

a litter. In our experience, cop
by others, going to lengths to I3
information is well worthwhile
influence of the grandpareng
stronger than one might expeet,
you can improve your predictiop

perhaps save yourself some
pointment) by evaluating them e
fully in any breeding you do, »

possible to | ve the cart and go up

swing on
brake off: .
al practices to perfect, but has |
to be a good method for gettin
dog in a very few seconds. N¢
Don’t get hit by the rig as it come!
and don’t miss the cart!

The weight of a training car
something to consider. You
want it so heavy that your d
trouble moving it; we are traini
speed, not weight pull. But neit
you want it so light as to offer
drag when the brake is appl
locked. A rig that weighs betw
and 125 pounds works well
three- or five-dog team. A b
cart would be needed to train a
teamn. Some people work one 0
three dogs by riding a bicycle
ting the dogs pull them. I feel
one of the fastest routes to your ¥
narian’s office for a dog or the el
gency room for the driver!

Snaps are the smallest p
equipment you will need, b
wrong ones can cause some 0
worst headaches. Good snaps =
about $1.35 each, and when con>




 are needed for a five-
“you might be tempted to
o for a lot less money. You
later. The type of snap
and for good reason, is
o with a SOLID pivot
Jow post is more com-
| break easily. It should
pening when the clip is
akes the snapping pro-
asier with gloves on.
using brass is simple:
tion at temperatures
zing when a steel snap
Imagine it is fifteen
ou are moving along
blems. Suddenly you

eams in a tangle block-
0 you stop. One of your

angle. Your steel snap
trail is now clear and
th your glove off trying
ozen snap. Be sure also

oke the dog. We make

tubular nylon (moun-
ap) and two one-and-a-
rings. The dog should
ull back out of his collar.
ne is constructed form
nylon rope that is hol-
ter. When connecting
and tuglines to the gang-
hinese finger handcuff”
ed. The material is
through itself and sever-
aken for strength.

HEN fitting a Samoyed for
NEr a racing or weight
ull harness, please mea-
2 and not the hair! The
WSt fit properly or your dog
10 his full potential. Pro-
messes (under $10 each)
\pensive than homemade
hey do look nicer and
' lpnger. The strongest are
teather reinforcements at
Ints.
Sharp knife is very handy;
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not for protection, although I have run
into elk on the trail, but for cutting
gangline. Don’t hesitate to cut if a
dog is being choked to death by line!
There are many good sleds on the

market ranging in price from $200 to .

$500. They come in all shapes and
sizes — light ones, heavy ones, sleds
with flex and sleds as rigid as iron.
Find one with the driving bow at a
comfortable height for you. Most
families with two drivers have two
sleds. It is a good idea to try several
types of sleds if you are lucky enough
to have people who will allow you to
borrow theirs. (My only experience
on a borrowed sled was not a happy
one; however, I was able to get it
repaired!

I never thought much about a
snow hook until T began using one;

rp, knifelike

many stories and memo-
ries to attest to that fact.
They have been a source of great pride
and strengthening companionship.
When I think how the Sams have con-
tributed to my life, I seem to always
wander back to the breeders who
helped me along the way and made
this crazy life with the dogs possible.
Without them, I may never have real-
ized the joys of kennel work, the
chewed furniture, CREDIT CARDS,
and the ever so distinctive smell of
puppy poop!

I guess you could say that I just
sort of “fell” into my Sams, with not
prior planning. I didn’t spend weeks
writing letters all over the country for
just the “right” pup, nor did I travel
miles and miles to different kennels in
search of one. I had no idea about
HD, PRA, SCA or reputable breeders.
I didn’t even think I would ever have a
litter. And, of course, I didn’t intend
to show the pup. I was fortunate
because I did happen to purchase my
puppy bitch from an SCA member; the

fun Sams in my%:ki\f,_c_,;withf
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now I won’t even go on a training run
without it. The snow hook is a double
pronged “anchor” with a bar across the
top to enable you to kick it solidly into
the snow and a short piece of line is
attached with which to pull it back out.
It is connected at the point where the
gangline joins the sled with about five
feet of nylon rope. The hook should
be easily accessible to the driver and
should be well secured to the basket
when in motion. You don’t want to
hit a series of bumps and end up with
a bloody nose. Make it large enough
to hold a team in most snow condi-
tions, but not big enough to anchor the
Queen Mary!

Now is the time to begin getting
your equipment together so you will
be ready for those first cool, crisp
October mornings. ©

am were champions
A Top Winner) and
both were d for HD. The pup
went on:to finish.easily, received an
OFA number and has produced a num-
ber of champions herself. Not bad for
an afternoon of shopping. I shudder to
think how different the outcome could
have been had the breeder not been
reputable.

Everyone with experience knows
the importance of researching the sire
and dam of a prospective pup. There
is OFA and CERF to aid the process.
There is also AKC to hand out cham-
pionship certificates that are indicative
of individual merit. Many novices
have little or no knowledge in the use
of these tools. In this case, or most
likely all cases, a pup is only as good
as the breeder representing him. What
good is an HD guarantee if the breeder
fails to honor it; or an OFA number if
a body chooses to substitute dogs pos-
ing for the films. And how about he
practice of allowing pups in different
litters of the same age to run together.
How the heck do you decide, if you
got a pup from pedigree X or pedigree
Y, if the breeder (and I use the term
loosely) did not properly mark or tag
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the pups prior to running them togeth-
er?

The size of the kennel or the num-
ber of dogs housed at the same loca-
tion is absolutely no indication of a
breeder’s motives. To some folks, the
mere thought of large numbers of dogs
housed in one location is indicative of
a puppy mill. Not necessarily so; it
would be very difficult to develop a
dominant line of quality Samoyeds
without a large number of dogs and an
active, progressive breeding program
which would include more than one
litter per year. A large kennel would
have more room to properly house
several studs and bitches possessing
different qualities from different
bloodlines. Using sound genetic prin-
ciples, coupled with this excellent
breeding stock, the large kennel is able
to improve the breed and, at the same
time, produce a high percentage of top
show prospects. Many of our top pro-

ducers of today were from larger
breeding establishments or were pro-

duced by dogs from the larger kennels.

- Some actior

'Thls is not
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sent today. An ad in a magazine tout-
ing champion upon champion along
with top this and top that should not be
mistaken for the reliability or rep-
utability of the advertiser. Anyone
can advertise if they can pay the price
and claims can be made that are not
necessarily false but are, then again,
somewhat removed from the truth.
Breeders belonging to national
breed club are usually governed by a
“Breeders’ Code of Ethics,” in con-
junction with the rules and bylaws of
their constitution. This puts the breed
club member under the scrutinizing
eye of every club member and makes
possible the lodging of complaints
against any member by anyone who
feels that the breeder has acted in
some way as to violate the rules set
forth in the code and constitution, or
by any action that might be deemed
detrimental to the Samoyed breed.

tlon usual

These larger establishments do not W

enjoy their popularity from
claims. They reap the benefits by
being honest and fort ht in their
dealings with others in the |
should not judge a kennel
tity of the pups whelped
rather by the quality;
same token, do not let the “small” ken-
nel put you off. If there is doubt about
the integrity of a particular breeder,
you could always request references.
Most will be happy to supply them.
Another point to consider is the
availability of advertising media pre-

‘advertising -

nce, by the -

allows you so much more than just
starting with a promising pup. The
reputable and well-meaning breeder
will share with you every aspect of
showing they have learned over the
years. They will teach you the proper
way to groom and present your Sam in
the ring. They will share with you the

, Or at least an explana-
ollows the complaint.
say that anyone NOT
_belonging to the national breed club

- genuine camaraderie among the
- : -+ with very few horror stories
§ 'iymg from a reputablc breeder :

knowledge that can only cop
years of breeding and showmg
will give you an even better “ha
on the situation. If you are a wige
you will take note of their m
and learn from them. They wil].
you on when you are winning
dogs far removed from the o
stock they sold you. You will |
made friends that will be )’Ollr.
years to come.

Even the most reputable and ¢
able breeders cannot, 100 perce
assure you that the pup sold tg
from their kennel WILL becom
champion, nor can it absolutely*'
antee you a dog free from PR
HD. But it should make you
secure knowing that your pup i
a litter that was skillfully plann
calculated and then reared with
“TLC” in hopes of turning out
that would make both you a
breeder very proud. If for S0

the outcome offcrmg a reasonable
sound solution to the problem.

We, in the ‘Samoyed breed, ai
fortunate group of folks. The

passed about cﬂncermng dishon

But each day our rcmks are gro
ing and more and more fol
adding their names to the “bre
list.” So, before you buy your
pup, take the time to insure that
person representing him is some
who deserves the title “breeder.” *



