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The Samoyed Quarterly
Talks with
Dean Stanfield
PALADIN
New Orleans, Louisiana

Thiz tteniden twas conducted al
the hame of Dean Stanfield i August
of 1995 by Ferrilynn Lilyblade.

Hozw longg e you been i dogs?

With Samoveds, since 1974,
Belore thar we had a Spite that we
got in 1965,

What nade you choose Samayeds?

We'd had the Spitz for about
eleven vears. The peaple we got
her from had gotten her from
England. She wis: called a
Volpino and had originated from
Greece from a litter of circus
dogs. We had previously been w
the SPCA to get a dog. T i:t.}
ditin't exactly say we weren't fu
parents, but th‘} did 53V We were
not qualified because we lived in
an upstairs apartment, we had no
children to play with the dog and
we both worked, Also, the yard
was not fenced in, so they would
not let us have a dog. We were
Cuite LI#JSEI and didn’t know how
to go about gewing a dog.

Bill was teaching at the uni-
\L‘I'Qil\' Al 111»“- tiﬂ]c and we were
»:Jcnilzmg with a professor one
night. He said it was 1o bad his
neighbors were having their dog
put down. It was a Spite. The
people were being transferred o
Alaska and could not wake their
deg. They didnt want it over
there with those wild arctic dngs,
so they had taken it to the SPCA
to have it put down, The SPCA
had said they had to put the dog
inter a home with children, so the
people did not leave it with the
SPCA as the dog was not used to
being around children. So they
found a private vet to put the Llf_l!,‘
down. They were so fond of the
dog they E'cll it was better off
being put dewn than being with
the wrong family. We were con-
tacted and they said they wanted
to interview us. They liked us,
and the dog just jumped into the
ear when we got ready to-go, as if
she knew she was supposed o go
with us. She was four vears old
at the dme and never seemed
gricve alter her former owners.
Lake a child, she waveled all over
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the United States with us that
year,

[ was-so close to her that
when she started getting older,
Bill said, “She is not going (o last
much longer. You'd better get
anothér dog.” T didn’t know how
I would get another one like her.
Bill said, "My father used 1o have
a Samoyed, They look very
much like the Spitz. Their tails

vears old, I saw an ad in the
paper fora dog show, I had been
te a few cat shows. but neverto a
dog show, I sad, “Let’s go to the
dog show and pick her out a
champion boyfriend.” We
|:h:;ugh; she was sg pretry we
would just have to breed her.
We wanted puppies just like her,
We went to the New Orleans dog
show. We were lucky because

Dican hoiding Scarfett, with Sasicte, fer mon, facing camere,
Nelli i fovegrond amd Stasfie and Garde w0 backgrouid,

curl up over their backs,” Treally
wasn'tsure [ wanted another dog
right then, but one day I was
lnoking in the paper and saw an
ad for a Samoyed. 1 wld Bill
about it when hie ¢ame home and
he said, *Let's call them up.” We
did. They didn't live o far from
us, and we went to look at the
puppies. I was all set to get a
mzﬁc and the lady kept bringing a
[emale out. She was trying to
push the females, I guess she had
more of them, She sort of chose
Natasha for us, but they were all
sa cute, it wouldn't have mauered
which one she brought o, We
would have prabably aken it
When she was about two

we sat by Mickey Tagliaferri arnd
his wife was a judge. She was
ring stewarding Tor judge
Greathouse that day. { wils
exclaiming over all the dogs in
the ring, Mickey said, “Oh, you
really hke them. do vou?® [sad,
“¥es. We have one at home.
She's just beautiful and I'm look-
ing for a champion to breed her
to.” He said, "We've got ane at
heme.” I said, “Oh, you do?”
He starved telling us all about his
champion. an older dog. He said,
“That's my wife in the ring.
When she gets through, you can
talk to her about it.”

When 1 talked with her-alter
the show, she wanted (o know
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where I'd gotten the dog and if it
had been Xorayed, Of course, it
hadn't. She wld me w0 take her
to the vet to have her hips X.
rayed and then to call her so |
could bring Natasha down for her
to sce. I ook her to the ver and
she had hip dysplasia. [ coied all
the way hame. We were very
upset, because we thought we had
the perfect dog, even though we'd
bought her as a pet.  We didn't
think anything should be wrong
with her.
about all the problems dogs had.
I called Kathryn Tagliaferri and
told her 1 was very sorry [
couldn’t bring my bitch for her to
see because she had hip dysplasia.
1 was very fortunate that she set
me off on the right foot at the
very beginning,

Alter a while, we decided we
wanted to get a good show dog
that didn’t have hip dysplasia,
We didn’t knew how to go about
doing that, We didn™t know
about geting into a kennel club
or how to find out about dogs.
We did a lot of calling.  Finally,
we -cilled Bill's father who told us
to buy Dog World, 10 look in the
back and that would ZivVe us some
breeders” names, We did, and
Bill picked one fairly close in the

South, and 1 pickcd' one in Cali:

fornia, because [ liked the way
her ad read. She was very partic-
ular as to who would buy her
dogs. 1 was sort ol set on atttlng
one from this lady; and 1 am very
glad we did. She ‘turned out to be
a member of the SCA, while the
other breeder wasn't. We got
Kalmarh's Adrian of Nola, our
first show dog, from Judy Kalm-
brum. We called the dog Adrian.
Bill's father's dog from past years
was named Adrian, so that’s why
we named him that, That was
the way we got it dogs, one
step at'a time,

Why did you decide to show?

1 think it had to do with when
we found our Stashie had hip dys-
plasia, and we had w wrn down
a breeding because she wasn't
good enough. 1 decided I wanted
one that was-good enough. |
never bred Adnan, I let him out
{or stud once. I werried so much
about the puppies. 1 kept them
for-a while for the man who
owned the bitch,. Then hesold a

We knew nothing




bitch to people 1 didn’t think
should have dogs. They were
what [ would call backyard breed-
ers. 1 was very upset with the
man, and | never let Adrian out
for stud again. It upset me too
much.

After we got Adrian, we took
him to a match in Baton Rouge,
That was the sccond show 1 ever
attended. Two breeders helped
me outside the ring, s0 1 could go
into the ring to handle Adrian. 1
certamly didn’t do very well han-
dling him that day, and 1 didn’t
win anything. The match was at
LSU in an agriculwral barn, not a
very good [acility to show a
puppy m. It turned exeremely
cold that day and [ hadn't worn a
coat. [ was so glad to have a
warm puppy to hold in my arms
to keep me warm, It was like
luving 4 blanket,

I showed him in matches, 1
rumed him [or show bedause |
didn’t know how to handle him.
He knew he owned me. He let
me know right away that he was
in control.  He didn't really like
toy show, Every time I would take
him around the ring, he would
try to drag me out when we got
ncar the entrance. One day, a
judge told me I would have a
wonderful dog once I had him
trained. [ never got him tramed.
Bill would later win with him, or
a handler, but he never would let
me handle him, 1 kept going sec-
ond with him at so many shows,
He really wass't an inferior dog,
It was strictly because he hated w
show so much. He would not
bait lor me. He would cross his
legs or do anythmyg to aggravate
me, it seemed, in the ring,

We went 0 Texas, where the
Tagliaferris had a puppy they
were showing. We ok Adrian
and I believe we had Nelli Kim a
that time, our bich, Kathryn and
l were ‘sgn.-omiug our dogs and
she said, “Bill is going to take
Adrian in roday.” It was a Ger
man Shepherd judge and Adrnan
was a good mover when he
would move for vou, but she
knew he wouldn't move for me,
| said, "He won't doit.” She said,
“Oh, yes;, he will, Leave it to
me." She built up Bill's ego in
some way. She said, “You can
win with that dog. You take him
in‘and show him.” The major
was broken by one dog that was
absent, but Bill went Winners
that day, the first time Bill had
ever stepped into a ring. We
were sold alter that on showing
the dogs, but I very seldom
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showed one after that, (laughter)
I did the grooming and Bill chid
the showing, or else we used a
handler. Bill finished Saucie by
himself, and some of our other
dogs rot majors with Bill han-
dling. We still use handlers ocea-
siomally.

Snoerysd Nelly Kon, Sepbember 1977,

Which dog (i the best that you
K ever atumed?

They all had their goed
points and their bad points, bue
probably Saucie was the best
show dog overall. She was not a
good brood bitch, but she made a
beautiful picrare, She had beauti-
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ful pigment and beautiful move-
ment. She was a good show bitch
until she was attacked by a Rot-
tweiler. It took us a while 1o get
her back to it again belore we
finally finished her.

Whai hapened?

I had taken her and Nelli woa
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show in Pensacola by mysell. 1 Saucie. [ was standing by the side. This man with the Rowweil-  Mrs. Clark o come and pick one
was going to show one 4f them entrance and the Rottweiler ring  er was sitting by his entrance up. He let his dog go on a long
and Rave Houston Clark’s wife was right next to our Sammy while I was geiing ready 1o go in, lead in front of him and around
handle the other, while I handled  ring, with the entrances side by  holding both dogs and waiting for  him and he attacked my dogs
from the reay, It didn't bother
Nelli. but Saucie was shaking and
scared to death after that. The
dog didn’t really hurt them, other
than scare them. The man
accused my dogs of atacking his
Rottweiler, He was a very ugly
man. Al the Sammy people who
were standing around knew bet
ter and told him so, but he was
very obnoxious about it. He had
a very vicious acting dog,
The amazing thing is Mrs.
a \  Clark took Saucie in the ring and
she went Best of Opposite that
day, but there was no major
because it had been broken.
Saucie showed well for her. even
though it was raiming: Afer that,
when I tried to show her, she
irembled and wouldn't put her
tail up. I kept trying to show her
to get her used to the other dogs.
I wasi't trying to win with her so
much as play with her and get
her used to it again, Bill showed
her, and she eventually got used
to it again, but she never was as
good a show dog as she was
before, as far as animation and
baiting.

Nelli and Mackie loved to
show the most of any of pur
dogs. Mackie stll loves to go to
shows. The last time he showed
was when a friend showed him
for Veterans Dog in 1991, He is
almost thircen now, so he is not
shown anymore.

I you don’t do any breeding yaur-
ielf; where hase yoi fornd your dogrs?

The first one was just a local
pet. Then we got Adrian from
Judy Kalmbrum of Kalmarli Ken-
nels. We got Nelli from Donna
Yecum, She wasn't actually the
breeder, but it was out of her
dogs and the Snocryst Kennel.
Then we got Saucie from Kalmar-
i Kennel. We had an Elkhound
we got from Donna Yoeoum of
Tsiulikagra Kennels.

Do you just have the two dogs
nowe?

Yes,

IWill you be getting amymore?

I don't know. I have looked
at the dogs at the specialty, but 1
haven't come up with a breeder
who seems to he breeding consis-
tently each year, What [ might
like one vear, a couple of years
later, I don't like what they have.
I don't really know whe [ would
get one from if [ got another one,
so [ dont really know at this
point. I may get a small dog and

-

Kalwearli's Adrian of Nola,
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Karanas Makeesa Mekel, “"Mackie,”

one Sam, and not have two big
dogs, because it is so hard to keep
them i the South: T have to keep
them inside because of the heat. |
have a dog room, but [ prefer liv
ing with my dogs. Because of the
fleas hiere. I usually bathe them
every two weeks, especially in the
summer; Some people don't
seem to have a problem with
fleas, but we have so many cats
that roam our yard that it 15 hard
o keep the fleas down.

Which dog has been your biggeit
winner

Saucie never won the Breed,
but shie went Best Puppy in her
first match, She went Best of
Opposite, and she won one of her
majors at onc of the Houston
shows that had a very large entry,
Mackie has been our biggest wine
ner, He's gone Breed, and that
was while we were getting his
majors.  We didn't spectal him,
In fact, we didn’t special any of
our Sams.

Can Samayed pedigrees be traisfed
for aecnacy?

Mackie revereing s Good Crlenshp wward,
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I wouldn't think a breeder
would lie about a pedigree.
When 1 first got into dogs, T fol-
lowed the pedigrees very closely.
When I see a dog advertised, |
love to look and see what he is
out of. You might see a picture of
a beautiful dog adverused, but
somegimes vou have no idea who
the sire and dam are. When I
first started in Samoyeds, you
could look at certain dogs and
know what lines they were from,
Now they are crossing them all so
much, I don’t know what they
are trying to do, Maybe [ have
been out of it too much lately w0
know, But I would hope that
breeders do not fudge on pedi-
grees.

Why did you name your kennel
FPaladin? :

Paladin means white knight,
50 it seemed appropriate. Later, 1
found out there is a registered
kennel in Canada called Paladin,

Hoe about the dog s names?

When you get a dog from a
breeder, they want their name on
the front. Nelli was already
named. Ms, Yocum named her

The .S'(Huqr."n" 11',’:;?'!:‘!'{1'

Saucte. Above left, as & pupdy,

after the Russian OQlympic star
who won about the time Nelli
was born.  Adrian was nared
after Bill's fathrer’s dog:. That was
the only Samoved Bill could
remember. We spent a lot of
ume uving o name Saucie. We
didn't have anything to go on.
We named her Kalmarli's Sauce
Piquante, because that was a
Louisiana hot sauce that every-
body seemed to enjov, and we
thought she was l.lll.lillr.' a spicy lie-
tle bitch. Our Elkhound was
already named when we got him.
His name 15 Tsiulikaga's Avant-
garde. I don’t know how Donna
Yocum came up with that, We
always called him Garde. Scar-
lett, the one we bred, was named
by Iris Clough and Johnny
Rogers. We sent her to them.
They were going to use her; but
her rear wasn't all that good, so 1
brought her back to keep her
here. 'We named our first bitch
Queen Natasha after a Russian
novel, a Tolstoy novel, 1 believe.
Naming & dog has a lot 1o do
with the dog’s personality.

Hezer wondd you: rate fype, lemper-

sheven with Lisa Live Radmbvirs,

anend and sowndngss i order of Tnifor-
fance?

They would be equal, 1
wouldn't want any of them o be
less than what they should be.

FHll you please deserthe vour fter-
fretation of the porfeed Samaoyed?

[ haven't seen a perfect one
yet, | would like o take pares of
different dogs and put them
together into ane dog. Every dog
always has some linle something
that vou don't like. 1 would look
at the overall dog and its move-
ment. [ like a mee long neck, a
squared-olf dog with-a good from
and rear. Eyes are important to
expression. [ hke the dark eyes.
I don't like light colored eves m
all. Saucie had dark eves with
dark rims-and her nose never
changed in the winter, like my
other dogs did. who all got Tighter
noses i the winter as they agéd,
She never did. She always had a
very black nose. A judge in
Houston once took out her hand-
kerchief and started wiping her
nose, thinking I had dyed it in
SOME Way.

What canses winter nose?
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Some people think it is the
weather, along with less light dur-
ing the winter. [ think it must be
hereditary, because Saucie's nose
eolor never changed, but the rest
of our dogs’ noses did.

Why da same dags ook good
standing and posing, but not 5o good
when they are mogogr?

When a dog 15 standing and
posing. you don't always see
structural faults, but when they
maove, they can't hide their faulis
and they fall apart,

£ advertising misleading, then?

Sometimes it is. Some dogs
are just more phetogenic than
others

Hiw showld a Sasmoyed moe from
the frond and from the side?

The dog should single-track
in front, and from the side you
should see the reach and drive.
From the rear, you don’t want to
see them wo clase, or cow
hocked., II they are not put
together right in the rear, they
will sort of wobble when they
move,

What are vou fooking for in the
tdeal Sameyed head?
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BEST OF
OPPOSITE SEX

o i

Ratmarts s Sance Prguante, “Sacte, " March 1980,
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Our first three dogs: Pinkie, the Slir:'!z. Stiashue, therr first Sam Spik,
amd Aditan, our first Sam shotw dog.

I prefer o preuy head. with
cars that aren't woo big. The stan-
dard says the ears should be in
proportion to the head, but 1 pre-
fer them on the smaller side.
Some dogs have big jug-like cars
and I don't like that. It spoils the
face. The head should be a
wedge with a nice stop. [ want

dark, almond-shaped cyes.

Are missing teeth sertons in the

breedd?

Sams are not bothered with
missing teeth that much, as are
some other breeds, A scissors
bite 15 important in Samovyeds,
but I don’t think teeth are that
important, although vouw want to

Oueen Siloerlip s Nalasha, born 1973,
enedd Fatlmarlt's Addrinn of Nola, birn 18974.

keep them clean, of course,

Wikat do you prefer-in color, sohite,
Beseent or cream?

I am not a breeder, but I
understand breeders. prefer o
have the biscuit in their breeding
program because that will pro-
duce a pure white. I prefer white,
especially for showing. Nelli had

Mackie. Above right, winning seeond place from the Veteruss cass at SCA i Deiver,
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a lot of biscuit and sometimes shé
looked dirty, I could use a
whitening shampoo, but she still
did not look as clean as some of
mine that are really white,

Daes colar make a difference i
winiing i the shee ring?

Probably some judges who
really don’t know any better pre-



fer the white dogs. but a breeder
would not let that bother them
that much. At least they
shoyldin't,

7 How hard 50 to heep @ Samaved

i show - eoal?

If my dogs were younger, it
would be pretty hard o show
right now, because they all live in
the house together and Scarle
chews an Mackic's neck all the
ume. When I was showing him,
he was by himself, while she was
in the dog room. Now [ let them
run together and she likes to
chew on his neck. It would be
hard to keep up the coats of sev-
eral dags. One wouldn't be a
probléem. When we were show-
ing, we took five or six dogs with
us at one ame. 1 would have o
give them all baths: beeause we
usually wook them all with us to
the show, [ didn’t think it was all
that hard at the ume. Looking
back, I wonder how Tdid i, 1
seems almost impossible that |
had to do fve; 1 would bathe the
dogs at home, dry them and
brush them out, but I would wait
until I got w the show to groom
them. I did-all the grooming,
while Bill did the showing. It
toak some of the pressure off me
when he started showing, because
all T had to do then was groom.

Was that the most dogs you've ever
had @l e k'mg?

Bill said this morning he
thought we had six dogs at one
time, but that included our Jide
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Ch. Kafmarit's Adrian of Nols, LRC, Eff in 1979 and night in 1978

spitz before she died. We did not
have six for very long.

Dred you have any favorite prod-
peeti?

No. The best thing 15-to just
have the dogs clean; I vou have
a dog that doesnt have any coat,
then you try to put something in
the coat so the outer coat stands
up. [ worried about that a lot
with Adrian. I had 1o groom
Mackie at home, because he got
so hyper at the show, He wanted
o go into the ving and show, and
he wanted to gi arcund and see
people and visit, I had w do
most of his grooming at home. |
started out experimenting with
different powders, etc., but even
tually just made sure they were
clean. )

T coat very important fu wming
in the ring?

A lot of people say it isn't, but
[ think it is. I've had some good
wins with my dogs without any
coat, but [ alio lost a lot of times,
knowing. if my dogs had had a
beter coan they would have won.
Mast judges look at the overall
condition and beauty of the dogs.

What ts e sl fm'_.g"e’u far the
Samoyed?

{1 were going to buy another
one for show, [ would want one
at the bouom of the standard.
That's not because I necessarily
prefer a smaller dog, but they are
easier to keep in the house,
When I am watching a show and
picking out the dogs 1 like, they

may be either big or small. Some
of my wvery favorite ones have
been big dogs. and: some of my
very favorites have also been
very small. 1 really don't have a
preference. It depends on the dog
uself, ws quality and -personality,
A big dog can be beawiful as long
as it is well proportioned. Doris
McLaughlin used to have a large
bitch by the name of Charm and
she was the most beautiful bitch T
eversaw.  She was a large bich
then, although she might not be
large by today’s standards, when
compared to some that are being
shiown,

W hat s the wival Sammy foot?

I like to see-a foot in propor
tion to the rest of the dog. fclu
not like o see tiny feet on a big
dog. I don't want t see the foat
oo catlike, I don't like o see a
flat foot. They can’t move cor
rectly with a very flat foot.

Should @ dog itk bad feet be
toed?

One shightly splaved foot
would not bother a dog’s move-
ment if all the rest were okay.
You have 1o consider the whale
dog. A dog with feet that are
slightly less than perfect may be
competing with a dog that is cow
hocked, and 1 would Prcfm' the
dog with a slightly bad loot.

What 1 the tdeal Samoyed temper-
atnent?

It certainly 15n't aggressive.
The Sammy has one of the best
temperaments of any breed.
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They are the riendliest breed.
Mine have always been, even
when I have guests,

What are the most sertous feawlts in
the breed Im’.r{r?

I have not really waiched in
the last year or two, Fora while,
there were many bad fronts-and
rears, but I don't know if that is
still the case, From what I under-
stand, they are doing much better
on hip dysplasia, so that must not

“be as outstanding as 10 once was.

The eyes are being tested more,
but I'm not sure if breeders are
emphasizing that as much as they
should in their breeding pro-
gyams.
Iy the Samayed standard -a good
ane?

Yes. There isn't anything 1
would want 1o change,

Shoulel there be digualificating

I really think they should
withhold more ribbons, especially
at smaller shows where there are
only three or four dogs and they
are all so werrible. They are still
given vibbons, That’s terrible. Tt
must be hard on a judge o with-
hold ribbons, because the people
might never attend smother show,
but what is the purpose of a shiow
to-begin with?

S%rme'n’ a champron be specaled?

Not all dogs are specials, and
it is expensive w special a dog. If
vou have a dog that yvou think is
really terrific and you want 1o use
it at stud, specialing gets the dog
out before other breeders. That
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The garden club: Stashie, Sawecte, Nellt and the Stanficld s Efbhound Tsiulthagata's Avantoards,

would be a good reason o special
a dog. Or, if vyou had sufficien
money to channel in those direc
[ens,

Heve you cver done any fudging?

No. Yon have to do more
breeding than I've done to be
able to qualify as a judge. I'ma
good judge, -ﬂl[mg on the side-
]nm'\ s0 I think T'd be a good
judge. {laughter) 1 would never
qualily, though, because of the
breeding requirements.

Would further populariation of

the breed helpy or harm w?

It would definitely harm it, 1
have a hard enough time caring
for three or four dogs. 1 don't see
how people who have 25 or 30
dags m a kennel can take care of
them adequately by keeping them
clean and having their shots kept
up. Vet bills are-awocious. [ give
all my own shots except for rabies
and a yearly check up, Tt is sull
an enormous vet bill.  Samoyeds
require atention. They are not
like some of the hunting breeds
where you can put a bunch ntoa
kennel and !m;‘cL about them,
Samoyeds get lonely. They are
very people-oriented. 1 would
also hate to see mare Sams on the
strects.

Are they good 2t chilidren?

Yes, very good. They are
zood with other litle dogs. The
only thing they are not good with
Are Cats, 1]"1!1-:1‘.' are not raised
with them, My neighbors had
two little terriers, and when they
would go out of town, T would
keep the dogs for them. They
were scared of Adrian at first, b
he taught them how o play. He

would roll ever on his back and
hark at them, until he would et
onc to get on his stomach, and
then he would throw it off his
stomach, He did it genty, and
then he would roll over agiin and
they would chmb back on agam
s0 he would toss them over again.
It was a big game they had
wogether, Adrian loved litle idogs
and he loved children. Mackie 1s
more awkward with other dogs.
He doesn't mean to be, but he s

clumisy. 1 am always afraid he
will hurt one because he is a
much bigger dog than Adran,
and he has much bigger paws.
He is gentle with Scarlett, so 1
assuine he would be gentle:with a
puppy. He was .1]1'.1}3 so horny,
I never wanted to let him be
arpund lictle dogs very much.

I furlgng ,J'ﬂ'.'r 4

Sometimes. Other times it
can be very t‘l.lbklﬁlll'IiL'iI!E when
yvou know pul:ms are playinga

Machie anid Scarletf,
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part. When [ first started out, |
saw a lot of palitics being played.
I know some people send pictures
to judges, write leters to them
and call them. It can be very
political.

i there amything that can be done
lo-trgpirone 17

There is politics in every-
thing. I am net sure .mw]:m!_,
would ever change it; It is 50
refreshing when you sece a judge
you think is doing a far job, You
are not going over the dogs vour-
self, but you ¢an tell which ones
are put together better, and when
the dogs move vou can see maost
of their faults from the sidelines.
If vou are at a big show and not
1.\h1l31l111{., yvoursell, and are not
being ereuati{,d by people vou
thm\' in the ring, and you see the
Judge putting up what you think
are the best dogs, 1t's very
refreshing 1o see that.

Would you rather show whder an
all f'i?'t't'tf_f{.'(!_g{t' Ar o f.'rt':'dur-,.'.fr[{:;{t'."

If I had a new puppy, I think
I would rather show under a
breeder-judge and have his or her
opinion of my dog.

Flave you ever deaded nnf fo oy
becane of wwho the juder was?

When we [irst started show-
ing, we showed under anyhody
because we didn't know anvone.
After a while, there were a few
we no longer shewed under
because we knew they didn’t




know anything about Sams and
we refused o enter under them.
If we went to a show and the
Judge was switched, and il we
saw someone there whoese dogs
were very competitive with ours,
we didn’t pull our entry like a lot
of people da. We went in and
did our thing. We usually didn’t
win, but we did 1t anyway:.

Does advertismg mfluenes fudges?

Yes, [:-:u'lin:uilr]y if a judge
doesn't know the breed. They
might locgk into the magazines
sent 1o them to see which dogs
are doing a lot of winning. Then
when they aren’t sure which dog
to put up, they know they won't
be criticized for putting up the
same dog other judges have put
up. I a judge doesn't know a
breed, advertising would abso
lutely influence them.

Occastonadly peaple will retouch
advertisniy photagraphs. 1y that ethi-
ol ?

I have not thought about it
before, but 1 assume it wouldn't
be ethical. Fixing a siray hair or
something like that is not wrong,
Ihere were times when Adrian
chewed his front legs so badly
that I would love to have covered
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Kalwiarlt's Adrian of Nola as a puppy.

that up in some way, but that's
not really misrepresenting a dog’s
structure,

Hiw did you go aboul chonsing
hanedlers when you wsed them?

We chose one because he was
handling Adrian’s brother and
that dog had done some nice win-
ning. We wanted to get a secorid
major on Adrian, Alfter that, we
mostly used Houston Clark and
his wife, and a couple of times we
picked up handlers at the shows.

Dovs it el out to ek somecne
at a shato ?

It worked for us. We had
been to a lot of shows by that
time and had stayed for Groups,
50 we knew which handlers were
good with the dogs. It was
always somebody we knew and
had seen handle a lat,

Have you ever handled anyone
elies dogs?

Only for friends who had
more than one dog and when one
won they had two dogs 10 handle.
Bill took a [riend’s Siberian
Husky to Houston one ume and
showed it. We never did it for
THONCY.

Hirew hrawee o draned your dogs?

We've been fortunate in that

most of our dogs have already
been léash-broken when we've
gotten them, When we got an
cight-weck-old puppy, we started
her by letting her run arcund
with a leash on her head. and
then over her neck. For confor-
mation, we didn’t work with
them much at home, other than
having them stand on the groom-
g table and staying there, Muost
0|¥Ihtir training was done at
matches. We did quite 2 few fun
matches at one point, which are
helpful.. We also went to the
LEC which had waining classes
for a week before their May
show. We would take our pup-
pies to that, I ook Saucie o
those classes when I was torving to
get her over her fright afier being
attacked by the: Rottweiler, to
have her around young dogs that
I knew were friendly. We went
1o 2 couplé of handling classes
also, but no training classes.

Do you believe m obedienee tram-
mg?

I do. Bill didn't like it. I topk
Mackie to oné after we fnished
him, because he enjoyved being
out and showing: 1 ook him to
an obedience class once a week
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here in New Orleans, and he had
a lot of fun. They wanted me o
show him seriously in ebedience.
It wasn't hime. Tt was me. 1 could
not train myself. We went 1o ong
and I messed up so badly that |
didn’t go back to put him through
more of that, I was also busy
doing other things and did not
really have the time. It was fun
for him to go every week. and we
still go every now and then when
there is something special going
on. In fa¢t, he went when the
same instructor had the Good
Citizenship classes. He went
twice and got two certificates.
When the instructor has a Good
Citizenship class she will ask me
to come and help her conduct
one, so-1 will do that,

Are Samoyeds used for tracking or
ugﬂig?

MO pm|;]c may do r.rackin§
or agility with Samoyeds, but
am not personally aware of any-
one who does.

Comperred zonth obher breeds, houw!
mteffigent £ the Sammy ?

They are probably too intelli-
gent. They really do have minds:
of their own: II they want to do
something they can do it as well



as any dog. If they don't want to;
they sim;ﬁr refuse to de it

Are they casy bo dead with when
offFleash?

I wouldn't advise having a
Sammy off-leash, My dogs are
not so obedient that they
wouldn't take off after a cat or
something that was across the
street that caught their interest.
They would wamt o investigate.
They are too curious for you to
depend on them being totally
obedient,  When Mackie was in
obedience class, he ook it very
seriously, 1 could take him ofb
lead and put him through training
with other dogs. He was very

ood on his downs and stays off-
cad, but if I wained him at home,
or semewhere outside: of class, it
was an entirely different story.
He would not stay or do what 1
wanted him to do, and if he saw
something else that was more
interesting, he would go o inves-
tigate it. They are smart enough
to know when they really have to
do something, or when they are
outside of a situation and don’t
have wo obey.

Can shy or aggresstie dogs be eor-
reced by draining

I've seen people trying to do
that m obedience classes. [ did
not see that they succeeded com-
pletely, although I have heard
they've done that, One man had
a Doberman that he said was
very aggressive when he lound it
It had been mistreated. It seemed
to be very well behaved in the
obedience class. but 1 had never
actually scen the dog when it was
aggressive, and 1 did not let my
dog go up to it to find out. [ was
told it was a changed dog. I've
never seen very many shy Sams,
and I have never owned one, 501
don’t know how trainable they
might be.

Do you have any specific advice for
seteone who wandi fo handle hi/her
ousnr dog?

Handling is the fun part, even
though [ was not a very good
example, People miss out on a
lot fun if they don't handle them-
selves, and they don't really get
into the dog game if they don't
handle their own dogs at least
sometimes. Later on down the
line, if they want 1o get somebody
to handle for them, particularly at
the bigger shows, that's ckay. At
the smaller shows, they should do
it themselves,

What's the beit way to fearn?

Going to fun matches and
then watching at dog shows.
That's what I've advised a lot of
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novice people w do. 1 encourage
them to go to the shows and
watch, and not just classes. but
also Groups. I would be a grea
teacher for handling. T can well
everybody what they do wrong,
bue I can’t do it myself.

Boes a big-name kandler kelp o
dogr to winf

Not particularly. If they
show the dog well and present it

they have o really siruggle 1
don't like to watch that, where
they have to encourage the dogs a
lot to get them to move. It
should be natural, If the dogs
want to move it, let them move 1t,
but don't force them. You never
know what the health of a dog
may be, There may be some-
thing that is not observable to the
owner.

Nelli K.

well, it i3 the dog that is actually
doing the winning. The judge
shouldn’t look at the handler.
The judge should look at the dog,
50 it depends on how well the
dog is presented.

D Sams do any weight pulling?

Mine have never done it, but
we do have weight pulling con-
tests at the specialties. Samoyeds
originally pulled sleds, and the
carly explorers used them quite a
bit. I've watched weight pulling,
particularly the Malamutes, and 1
bothers me, [ want to help them,
{laughter) [ hate to see them
struggling. It's okay as long as
they give them weight they don’t
have to struggle with, but when

Shacelel Sams be wsed for what they
were originally bred for? )
Sure. I would be doing thar if
1 lived up North, 1 would be sled-
ding. I thought about entering
them here in the Christmas
parade, pulling a wagon, but even
i December it can sometimes be
oo hot. They can't be trained
beforehand because there is:not
enough year-around cold weath-
er. We have some cold weather,
but it is only for a three or four-
maonth period, and then it is gone.
What do you feed your dogs?
Right now, T am ﬁ:l:ding them
Joy dry food and then [ give them
[resh meat when we have mirkey
or something. I will cut up the
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brown meat for them. 1 have
found that they can't eat much of
it, however, because it doesn't
agree with them, They mostly
eat dry food. When they are
young, I feed them canned food
mixed with the dry food,

How important s diet - ratsing
Sems?

It is very important when
they are maturing. I always gave
mine calcium. Sometimes |
would give extra vitamins, but it
depended on whether the dict
needed extra nourishment. 'We
tried all kinds of different brinds
of dog food for Adrian to try to
put some weight on hine. He was
a slow maturing dog and we were
showing him when he was a
teenager, so to speak, so he was a
licele thn and didn't have a lot of
coat.  Normally, you would keep
a dog like that at home unul it
matured, but he was our only
show dog at the time, and our
first one, so we showed him all
the tme.

Lo yor conditzon yowr dogs?

There is no way to do it here
because of the heat, 1 used to ty
to run with them, but it got to be
oo much. We have a big yard,
and when it was cool enough,
they used to play and run togeth-
er when they were vounger. I{' 1
lived further north, [ would prob-
ably be out jogging with them,
Right now, I used a treadmill at
work, so L really don't have 10 jog
in the heat, )

Have alf your dogs always been
hotase dogs?

Yes, every one of them.

What are viur feelingy about dogi
kepst anet i kennels? '

We bought a couple of ken-
nels, because we thought we
would put Adrian outside when it
was cold, He liked it outside,
When we locked him in one, he
didn't like that;, The kennels
stayed empry after that, except
when we would let two males out
at the same time. Then we would
lock one in a kennel while the
other one ran, If we locked them
up for oo long, all they did was
dig and get into trouble by dig-
ging out. We put bricks in and
they dug all the bricks up. [ final-
Iy ended up selling the kennels.
We would rather fill up the holes
in the vard than to ury to keep the
kennels level. As far as keeping
Sams in kennels, I really don't
think it is fair to them. They do
not have personalities that can be
kenneled. They were not bred
for that. Especially in the South
where you can't roadwork them,



and you can't keep them all
groomed or show them all the
time; I don't see how you can
keep them kenneled. It is cruel o
the dogs,

Can' adult sales and femeales be
hept together?

hen 1 had two males, the
Elkhound didn't get along with
the Sam male, and vice versa. 1
kept them separated. One was in
the front part of the house. and
the other one was in the dog
room and kitchen. T never had
two male Sams ar one time, [
have friends who have, and the
dogs didn’t get along. They
would get along unal they were a
certain age, but usually when a
bitch comes into season the trou-
ble stares,

What adiiee reould you give o a
sl prersony who s pust starting out?

If the person already had a
dog, I would try to encourage
them and tell them it is a fun
thing 1o do, but I would also tell
them the expense of it and how
competitive it is, If someone
came to me and said they wanted
o get 2 Sam 1o show, I might oy
to discourage them to some
extent, but nrﬁ}' if it was someone
who was going to live with their
dog in this pant of the counwry. |
have seen Sams locked outside in
the heat because people don't
want the hair in thewr house. It is
too hot for them here in 100-
degree weather.

If somemne was wanting n gel a
Sarnty, should they go to the kénel
with the beggest wimners bo purchase
thetr pug?

Not necessanily. [ always sug-
gest they go to the shows and tal
tor the breeders and look at the
duss being shown. Alter they
find a dog they really like, then
they can talk to the breeder.
When they inquire about buying
a puppy, if I am sure of the pes
son. | will recommend someone
locally. T 1 am not sure, I will
recanumend they o to someone
out of state. [ figure if they pay
the plane fare for-a puppy, they
will take care of it.

15 1t easy to fly puspies in_from out
of sbete?

Yes. I had a couple call me
who lived in Louisiana; had no
children and no dogs and had
decided they wanted a Sammy. 1
didn’t know anything about
them, I recommended a breeder
in Denver. They didn't want a
show quality dog. They just
wanted a pet. It turned out the
bitch they got was just wonderful
for them, They had a swimming

The Sarnayed Lhuearterly

pool, and this dog with its weak
rear started swimming. It would
dive off the diving board. We
went over there to watch her do it
and I have pictures of it some-
where. It built up her body, par-
teularly her rear, and she wrned
out to be a really beaudful bicch
from the exercise she got from
swimming. The people didn't
know how to housebreak her and
were having a hard time doing
that. At my suggestion, they
bought 4 ¢rate, but they didn't
know how to get her outside
when she needed to go.  She
would go outside and swim and
forget what she was supposed o
do, There wasn't really a yard.
It was stricily o patio and swim-
ming pool. They flew the dog in
on a direct flight when they got
her and there was no problem. 1
could have recommended a local
kennel, but they had just goten
married and had a new home and
I'wasi't sure they were really
ready for a Sam.

fiieh hewmels would you consider

dhe best todeay?
I rcrjl‘?;' don't know. The
older kennels [ dealt with are no

longer breeding, If [ wanted
manother dog, 1 would have w go
with a newer kennel and [ see
their breeding changing every
ather yedr or so, and 1 would
want to look for consistency. |
might see a beautiful dog that s
being shown, but net like his off-
spring. IF'T was ready o get one,
I don't know who would lee me
have thewr best dog, They proba-
bly wouldn't do it. I know most
breeders keep the bicst for them-
selves. That was my only reason
for wanting to breed when [ did,
ter try to keep what 1 had, because
I knew I wouldn't get it from a
breeder,

Would you recommend fointng a
loeat breedd cfub, @ national breed clb
it st cill breed eluh?

With someone getuing 2
Samuny, [ would recommend the
breed elub first. If they were
interested in showing, T would
recommend the local .c:ﬁlb. I hawve
been a member of a couple of
local clubs, but T haven't kept up
with either one,

I the SCA domg enough to edu-
cale fuedges and newe mentbers !

They are doing better with
Judges. They are holding a lot of
Judges’ seminars,

I theve w ot of vesene wwork done
i Samoyeds?

Not here, T think they sull do
a lot 1n Galifornia, but 1 don't
know where else, There is noth-

ing here, In Ffact, [ am the only
Sammy person that belongs w the
club here in New Orleans. There
are Sammy owners, but they
have pet quality Sams. Baton
Rouge is the closest any bréeder
lives to me. A friend just called
recently who had found a lost
Sam. It had not been cared for
and I took it and cleaned v up,
The SPCA found out I hiad it and
the owners had contacted them. [
had to return the dog to the owne
ers-and it was very hard, The
dog was so weak m the rear from
bing ¢rated in too small a crate
when 1 was young.  The SPCA
told me they would investigate
themselves; but it was a felony for
me to keep the dog.

I there an AKC iden on Sams?

Yes, but I haven't seen it

s there enonglh bierature out about
Sang?

Yes. 1 have quite a few
baoks. The Wards have put out
two and [ hiave a couple other
baoks on the breed. When [ first
got imo Sams, I dida't know any-
body in the clubs. 1 bought a
small paperback book that was
very helpful o me and 1 sull vefer
to it, or did when 1 had my see
ond litter. Tt had a very good sec-

tion on breeding,

Hoe long hewe you Boed in New
Ohleans ?

We moved here in 1964 from
Memphis, I grew up about 100
miles from Memphis in northern
Arkansas.

What do you do for a ladng?

I'm a paralegal. | do volun-
teer work at the museum, oo, 1
give tours about twice a month. 1
enjoy it

Do you have any atories about the
dogs that you might wend fo share?

I said Saucie and Mackie
were my best show dogs, but
Adrian and I were probably thc
closest, We had a charisma
between us, He's been dead now
for about fourteen years. 1 sill
have a hard time talking abow
him. Fach one has its own per-
sonality, and I love them all
equally, but Adrian seemed to
depend on me for everything, |1
don't knew what it was, but there
was something there that made us
so close.

How have the dogs affected your
Iifestyle?

Oh, 100 percent! (laughter]
It was funny when we started
going to shows. All of our friends
we had before, like the intellectual
friends Bill had when he taught at
the university, all dropped us.
They thought we had gone nuts
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and that we had gore o the dogs.
We had to make new friends, and
the old friends never did drift
back our way. Dogs can make a
complete turnaround in your
lifestvle, because people who are
not interested in dogs don't want
to come to your house with &
bunch of dogs hanging around,

What a?r'gsr‘ﬁa.- bﬁg::ﬁgb of betng in
idngs ?

You meet a lot of interesting
people. We had a lot of fun. We
didn’t go into it with a really com-
petitive attitude and winning
wasn't the most important thing
toi us. We wanted to win, but we
were iri it to have [un; and if we
didn't win; we: didn't take it
badly, as so many people do
today.

Are there any draobucks?

Not ather than the extra
howsework the dogs cause and
the expense, | look back to the
time we were showing a lot and
think about all the money we
spent, but we were having fun
doln}g it; so I don’t regrev it.

Tas 1t been warth i, then?

Yes, [ don't know if T could
live withow another dog, 1 have
one dog that is thirteen and one
that is almost thirteen, and I have
been thinking that when they die
I might do some l.mvciinf;;, and
then get another dog, but I'm not
sure | could even go that long
without a dog. My house woul
SECH SO empty.

I was going through some pie-
tures the other day and was look-
ing at my first dog. I had two
bitches that had these false preg-
nancics all the tme. The first one
had even been spayed, and she
still thought she was pregnant. [
had a picture of her with a
wadded up sock in front of her,
She used o get the Spitz’s rubber
tay and put it up under her stom-
ach and sleep with it in her chair
for hours. Then Saudie had so
many false pregnancies that éven
though we knew we hadn't had
her mated, she had all the charac-
teristics of being pregnant.  She
didn't take toys and put them
under her, but she would lie
around all the time like she was
pregnant.  The dogs are always
doing semething that is interest-
ing: and thc:.' all have such differ-
ent personalitics,

I there anything we haven't talked
abowt that you would {ike to mention?

No, I don't think so.

4 hawe come to the end of my ques-
tiens, 5o thank you very much!



