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This tnterview was conducted at the home of
Bob and Wanda Krauss in June of 1992 by Fudy
Mears.

Bob: People who have instant success
become instant experts and they stop learn-
ing. The worst thing that can happen o
you is to become too successful early on
befare you have been tempered by reality.
I feel sorry for those people who have had
reality hit them in the face a time or two,
and it forces them out before they really
had a chance at success. It works the other
way, too. At least those people are not
causing terribly much damage to the breed,
but those people who are successful, and
stop learning and continue, are really dam-
aging, because they start to influence other
newcomers to the breed and spread lots of
misinformation,

Wanda: It was interesting secing that
in doing the original pedigree book. There
would be a line that would come up and
produce a lot of champions. A few of those
were bred, nothing seemed to come out of
those, and here you had this big explosion
and it all kind of crumpled. Then you will
see people who go along who produce a
champion now and then for twenty vears.
Sometimes, someone will come to us and
say, “I've got this bitch. How should I
breed her to get what [ want?” They'll tell
you what they want and sometimes [ can
tell them about a dog that I think will do
that for them. But sometimes I will tell
them, “If I were you and wanted to go
where you want to go, I wouldn't start from
where you are now.” (laughter) There
have certainly been successful people who
haven't started from where they are now.
One of the most impressive stories ['ve ever
heard was that Doris McLaughlin started
three times. Her third set of stock was very
successful, but she didn't stick with the first
two, she made three tries.

Bob: And she was smart enough to
know when to cut her losses and start over
again,

Flease deseribe, in ternts, your tiler-
prretation of the perfect Samoyed.

Wanda: Look at the drawing that I put
on my business card. That was the best
version, within my limits of artistic ability,
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of the dog [ wanted.

Bob: You will never see that dog in

Ecrscm, because he is really rowing with his

cad carriage way too high and his neck too
long. He’s a little stylized, but not too
much. The other thing you have to consid-
er when you talk about the perfect 5am is
all these other qualities that we have men:
tioned. Idon't think you can really
describe a perfect Sam without mentioning
one or two hundred other things.

Wanda: Basically, everything we've
talked about so far goes into the best dog, 1
sort of thought about if T could count 1,000
points — this was before the 1,000 points of
light — that | wanted to specify, I don't think
I could vet get everything I wanted.

Heow should a dog move tn the front and
Srom the side?

Wanda: Freely, easily, efficiently.
Specifically, front and rear should look like
he’s walking on a tightrope with a slant
down from the body, slant into a single line,
no flipping, turning, twisting, winging, pad-
dling or anything out of that straight for-
ward line, front or rear. From the side, he
needs to drop his head a little bit to get full
extension in the front, becanse that shifts his
center of gravity forward, but even in that
head extended position, his front leg ata
trot should touch the ground as close to his
nosc as possible, at least under the eye, asa
minimum. The pendulum swing of both
{ront and rear should be the same, equal.
There are dogs that do more reach than fol-
low through. There are dogs that spend
more of their stride in the follow through
than the reach, We don't think of reach in
the rear, but there is one, as much as there
is in the front.

Each ser of diagonal legs, a left front
and right rear, and a right l%iinr. and left
rear, should move forward at the same
time, parallel with one another. That's hard
to envision if you don't understand about
trotting horses and diagonals. When one
fromt shoulder rises and the leg comes for-
ward, the rear leg on the opposite side
should be coming forward at the same time,
“The place that the front paw vacates should
be the same place that the hind foot goes
down into, '?'en.ucssce Walking horses
overstep by eighteen inches. A dog that
doesn’t have enough drive or angu%a‘r.ion
sometimes doesn't even come up to where
the front foot was.

We don't see a lot of rears that don’t
go far enough. We see lots of rears that
overstep. If the front foot s sall down and
the rear foot has no place o go, there will
be all kinds of maneuvers to try to avoid
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stepping on onesell. I have a bitch that does
a perfect single-track, and a number of peo-
ple have asked me how I taught her to
down and back so straight. (?jrughtcr} %-O
said, “Well, first you breed one that can and
then you don't mess her up.” Rear, the
same as front. The forward reach should
be about equal with the rear stride. You are
only transmitting power when a foot is on
the ground, so you need a little follow

through as momentum, but there is no
point n putting follow through out in the
rear if the foot 1s off the ground.

You want the feet fairly low to the
ground, the body should not flex any more
than necessary, the il may rise a little from
the back, especially if the dog is pulling
something. A dog that is pu%ling something
will probably have his tail quite gay, but if
he's juw{mg freely, it should be aver his
hack. ere our standard says that the tail
should be seen over the back once, it should
also say it can be scen down occasionally.
Originally, our tails were like the Siberians’
are now and the Siberians’ were something
further back. If the dp of the tail touches
the back, that's prabably prety well tight
enough. You get a lot of strange construc-
tions in the pelvis, and so on, if the tail is
too tight. Itisn't the tail, per se, that they
should be looking at, but the clues it gives
you to what else is going on there. That's

obably true of most any individual part,
ou need to know what it's conncctcm,
what it influences, and what hints it can
give you,
Tow should a dog move from the rear going
away af a slow trot?

Wanda: Different dogs come into a
single-track at different speeds, and I don't
know of any particular reason to have a
preference for coming in earlier or later. |
want a straight column of support. Like |
said, a V onto a tightrope. When they are
actually pulling, they may straddle out.
‘When they are looking around, turning,
doing anything other than anticipating
going ahead for a number of feet, the rears
may do lots of different things because they
are trying to balance their weight and pre-
pare to do something, In both front and
rear, you can see a lot of strange things
going on, and if you do it in a movie, where
you can go back and look at what the dog
was doing, he was looking at something
over there, or he was preparing for the umn
that's coming up ten feet down, or same-
thing. People talk about dogs crossing over,
I don't know that I've ever seen & dog cross-
ing owver, either front or rear, unless they
were looking around, shifting to do some-



thing else. They can get very narrow, very
close. You have 1o set up the other condi-
tions properly before you argue about
whether the rear is doing things right.

Bob: What some people call crossing
over is really sidewinding or crabbing. The
reason sidewinders are crossing over 1s for
a dynamic balance so they can keep mov-
ing forward rather than sideways. They
have o gert their foot under their center of
gravity, and that's going to move it off to
the side because they aren’t moving straight
ahead. One other thing vou should pay
attention to when the dog is coming
towards you is looking at the rear. That
sounds kind of weird, but you should also
look at the front when the dog is moving
away from you. If the dog has true move-
ment, you will not be able to see the oppao-
site set of legs cither between or outside the
ones that are closest to you,

You can tell a lor about hiow a dog is
accommodating himself to certain fauls. If,
for instance; you sce the rear legs outside
the front legs, you might figure the dog is
being moved too fast and is overstepping
coming towards you. Then yvou would pay
attention to that same dog on the side gait
to sce if he oversteps. If he oversteps on
the side gait when he is moving slowly, it is
probably a serious fault of some sort, or if
he does it only when he is being moved too
fast, faster than he can comfortably trot.

Wanda: Many people tend to move
their dogs too fast, and different dogs will
do different things in compensation, but all
of them are really compensation, and han-
dlers ought to slow them down to let them
do what they naturally do before saying
they are doing this, that or the other thing,
Anything that puts energy in a different
direction than straight ahcad wastes some.

Bob: One good example of this is dogs
that have a steep shoulder, for instance.
Generally, what that means is the force of
the stride is going to be transmitted in the
vertical rather than in the horizontal, and
that some of that energy will have to be dis-
sipated in the shoulders and in the muscles.
What you are going to see when the dog is
moving towards you is that the head will be
bouncing up and down a little and vou will
see the nose move. If you look at the dog
from the side, you will sec the back moving
up and down, as well. You will see more
compression in the pasterns, perhaps. You
will notice that the tail is bouncing a liule
more. A lot of these things you can see just
by looking at the topline, but you have to
be very careful that you don't get fooled by
the fact that the dog's coat may be bouncing
while the rest of the dog is perfectly still;
that what you are secing is just hair moving
rather than the actual body of the dog,

The other thing that you should pay
attention to.on the side gait is the case and
flow with which a dog moves: A well built
dog that has no structural problems and is
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moving cfhiciently will appear to think him-
self from one stride to the next. This dog
will sort of move effortlessly around the
ring. If you are working the dog on a leash,
and you are moving along with one of those
dogs, it will feel as if you are holding a leash
and there is nothing on the end of it, it's just
hanging down next to your side.

Wanda: I had a handler take one of
my dogs one time. It was one of these little
harnesses when a stiffened leash was popu-
lar, and he said, *That’s what it felt like. All
I had was a leash, 1didn't have dog here,”
I said, “That's a good description.” T don't
know how else to say that - that it's a dog
that is smooth and easy.

Bob: If you are familiar with horses,
you know the difference between a light
contact rein, and a horse that you really
have to put a lot of pressure on the snaffle
in order to get the head in and work the
horse up on the bit. A dog is very similar in
that regard. If a dog is built well and moves
well, you need a very light hand on the
leash. If a dog is not built well, you get a lat
of forees, stresses and excess movement
moving up the leash, and you feel more
weight on your arm. The dog pulls more.
With each stride, you can feel your arm
moving up and down a quarter of an inch,
but with a really well hui]h dog, you don't
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feel that. That's one of the very good indi-
cators of side gait, just how the dog fecls
moving with you.

What are you looking for in'a head?

Wanda: There should be a 50-50 rela-
tionship between the muzele and the skull,
That's important because in the aretc, these
dogs had to warm the air so they didn't get
frostbitten lungs: The junction between the
skull and the muzzle should be quite
smooth in a tapered effect rather than an
acute “This is attached to that." They are
all of a piece.

Boh: By that we mean that the stop
should be as much hair as skull. People
sometimes get confused. They think if you
want a well defined stop vou have 1o have
the skull coming down ar right angles o the
muzzle. That isn't the best design.

Wanda: The depth of the muzzle
should not be more than the width of the
muzzle, but it frequently is, even in these
really wide-headed dogs. The muzzle
should come well out 1o the end of the nose.
Sometimes you see dogs that look like they
have a nose on the end of their muzzle, and
some where it just fills out completely. You
should be able to see a little bit of underjaw
below the lip line, but, again, it comes clear
out to the end and stops rather than sk ?ing
back: The almond eves, well sloped. ’Bt e



had never paid much attention to eyes until
we had Omen. Since then, I want every-
body to have those.

Bob: The outside edge of the eye
should point back to the lower base of the
car.

Wanda: The ear should fold down to
just touch the outside corner of the eye. It
doesn’t count if they go-all the way across
the eye to the inside corner, although some
of them do. (laughter)

Bob: We heard that Agnes Mason
used to have long cared dogs, and the way
she would get around that problem was to

ut three fingers under the car so she would
Eavc to have the ear cross all those fingers
i order to get it to meet the outside corner
of the eye. {h:}{%‘éter}

Wanda: ear should be fully
upright, not set out to the side like a Mala-
mute or close together like a Siberian,

Bob: Therc arc an awful lot of earsets
that are too wide these days. That detracts
as much from the appearance of the dog as
the eyes and the muzzle.

Wanda: To be absolutely ideal, the
dog should have very dark pigment,
d:gcnd'mg on age. Ifthe do%%?oidcr than
four or five and is still jet black, I might sus-
pect there was some paint involved or tat-
tooing or something, because they change
seasonally and with age. I'd rather seea
solid brown than brei in a good black
color, How much break is acceptable is an
individual thing. 1 don't like to see more
than an inch anywhere, or, better, half an
inch.

Bob: The problem with lip breaks is
not only that it detracts somewhat, but that
it also tends to proliferate. If you don’t
breed against it, the breaks will get bigger.
Consequently, it needs to be one of the
things you mildly select for when you are
choosing your breeding stock. You want to
make sure you don't breed a dog with lip
breaks to a bitch with lip breaks.

Wanda: It has to be an awfully uni-
form litter before we look at lip break as a
deciding point.

What about a smow avse?

Wanda: It's fine with me.

What about breaks i the eye rims?

Wanda: It tends to make the dog's
expression forcign. 1 don't think it’s very
important, because it's just a matter of a
pinto spotting effect, having the spots in the
right place to put the black pigment where
the eyes are. ['ve seen dogs that have all
kinds of black inside the mouth and then a
big chunk of the lip line is pink. There are
separate genes between the lip lines, the
noses and the eye runs.

Bob: They don’t seem to be correlated
atall. We've found that broken eye rims
dan't breed as true as broken lip lines. We
haven't seen enough of them that I can state
that as a general principle for all Sams in all
bloodlines, This is what I mean when I say
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you need to reevaluate things every few
ears as new information comes along:

Wanda: The other thing is that a lot of
this information applies to our bloodlines,
the specific ages that we evaluate, and may
not be true for somebody else. A couple of
times we've evaluated puppies that were an
outcross from our line on somebody else’s,
and they don't always do things the same
ages that ours do.

Do you prefer parallel planes to the head?

Wanda: I very seldom have seen
them, Ifyou get all the hair down on the
skull, there's a little break that the back of
the skull is five or ten degrees off from par-
allel to the muzzle.

Bob: Yes, or it's slightly dome shaped.
Certainly, you wouldn't want things to be
as parallel as a Collie. That gives you
entirely the wrong feel for the dog.

Wanda: Since the Canadian standard
came out with the parallel planes, I've
looked a lot and I don't find many when |
get my hands on them. A lot of them look
it, but niot very many of them feel it.

What about fill wnder the cye?

Wanda: That's part of what I was say-
ing about how they taper. That's the bone
under. the eve, and the bone that holds the
teeth, and you want a fair amount of that
base bone, because you are talking about a
dog that is going to chew on bones for fif
teen years and run into bushes, corners and
tree stumps — and any other stupid thing
they van manage to run into! (laughter}
You'd rather they not poke their eye out.

Bob: You have to make a distinction
between the fill under the eye, which are the
bones, and the droopy flews, which arc too
much skin, Often, you can misidentify one
for the other. You really ought to get your
hands on the dog to make sure what you
are feeling is what you are looking at.

How sevious are missing feeth in the breed?

Bob: A minor problem.

Wanda: I've scen dogs with broken off
teeth, and dogs with pulled out teeth, and
dogs who stick their teeth through grate
wires, and so on, but I don't know that I've
ever seen a dog that is actually missing the
tooth bud.

Bob:. I may have seen one in twenty
years.

T'ue seen missing premolars, Most peap
don 't conend those premolars. But if you really look
at them, very offen you ser one mising or there & an
extra one.

Bob: Okay, we're going to have to go
back and count because I've just been look-
ing for gaps. That may be why I've seen so
few. See, I've learned something, By talk-
ing with a knowledgeable person, I've
gamed a piece of iuﬁ::rmatimn that I have
not been aware of for twenty years. (laugh-
ter)

Wanda: I know that the two lower
central incisors sometimes get smaller as
you get into & narrower head.
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Huw tmportant is eye color?

Wanda: It should be a dark brown, a
warm brown. I prefer that to an actual
black. There are a fair number of too light
eves, and some yellow eyes that give a real
ly harsh expression.

Bob: It makes them look more like a
Siberian, To my way of thinking, a San,
because of its people orientation, ought to
have a very warm, pleasant cye.

Ifyou conld rate the whole dog on a point
scale c_:;‘)m{). harwr many potnts should the fead be
assigned?

Bob: Idon't grade dogs on the basis of
how many points %r this or that. [look at
the overall dog and sort of grade it on a
scale of one to ten. Most Sams tend to fall
around five or six.

Wanda: We once had a judge do the
Milwaukee specialty who literally gave the
dogs a grade, and you had to be an Ao
win the class; and you had e beaBora C
to get a ribbon. He had a Bred-by-
Exicibil:m‘ class that had an A and the rest
were Ds — a first and nothing else. He had
an American Bred that was literally a bunch
of Bs, and I think he gave a third and fourth
out of eight dogs or something like that. He
caused lots of controversy.

Bob: You might say the head is worth
ten or fifteen percent, but if I had a do%n(hat
was beautiful all over and had a really lousy
head that [ had to give a zero on, I'don't
think I could live with it. It's 2 touchy ques-
tion.

Wanda: It depends on how you assign
the points, too.

Bob: If you are going to assign ten or
fifteen points to the hcadﬁmw much do
you assi%n to the cars, the eyes, the mugzzle?
The really important thing is not necessarily
what shape the muzzle is; but how it relates
to everything else. If it's a little too high, or
too low, but it's not in proportion to the rest
of the skull ...

Wanda: And there can be dogs where
all the pieces seem to be okay, but it doesn't
come together in a nice expression.

Bob: Yes, there isn't any one thing you
would be able to pick up as bemg wran
with a deg, but you say it is a very unpleas-
ant head.

Wanda: So, it's not high on our list.
{laughter)

What eawses @ siow nose or winter nose?

Wanda: [ suspect there may be some-
thing 1o do with vitamins, minerals and
ultraviolet exposure. Obviously, part of it's

enetic, because there are dogs that do stay
Elack forever, although I see less of them
than there used to be. There was a very
fine-boned, dead white coat, perfectly black
pigment, and I think that dog is En-m_.: well
gone in the breed. [ knew a bitch that was
still jet black at twelve. Twouldn't have
taken the rest of her for anything, but her
nose was still black at twelve.

What should the relationshipy of chest depth be




The Samayed Quarterly

to the vest of the dog? still off the ground. That is generally know where it went. (laughter)

Bob: The standard has it prety well because the rib cage does not come far Bob: One thing I could add to that is
set up that it should be 55 percent of the enough forward, at we like to see that occasionally when a dog looks bad it
height at the elbows, or preferably even a between the legs is an extension of the just isn't feeling goad on a particular day,
half inch deeper than the elbows1f you can  breastbone so that it comes out about an and it could flop around simply because the
getit. Twould rather have a chest that was  inch ahead of the front of the shoulder dog isn't pulling itself together and isn't feel-
slightly deeper than a chest that was too blade, What this means is the rib cage is far ing alert and cheerful. You can see some-
shallow. If vour chest is up too high, the enough forward that the elbows do not thing that might look like a structural fault
elbows aren't held in proper position with move in when fully extended. The same when it really isn't.
the muscles and tend to flop around, make  principle holds there. If your toe is out All you need to see is one or two steps
a dog toe in and out and be a lile loose in-~ when the foot hits the ground, then you on a dog like that, and you can sce there is
fromt, have the rotation that has to be accommo-  nothing physically wrong with it. With a

Wanda: Particularly young dogs. dated for somewhere inside the foot, and dog that is tired and beat at the end of a

Bab: Yes. However, if you arc work-  you are going to rub the pads raw or apply  long season, or feeling a little bit sick or
ing a dog on a sled and doing a lot of '
pulling, that’s not necessarily a bad thing.

Do most dogs have honest elbow/chest depth?

Wianda: We range from 50-50, and
there is not much over 55. A lot of the
variation we see is coat, not body, We look
for something in the chest that I can only
describe as “elbow pockets.” There should
be a flattening of the ribs in the area where
the elbows are applied to the chest that
makes a rounded and then-a flattened area,
and then a litde extra musele underncath
that.

Baob: If you can think of it in terms of
a cross section, the chest is shaped rather
like a keyhole. The important thing is that
the chest is somewhat rounded up high,
and then it begins to go sideways inward,
and flattens out in an almost vertical diréc-
tion right where the elbows are, The pur-
pose of this 1% to allow the elbows freedom
to move forward and backward without
having to go in and out, because your 1ib
cage widens out as you go towards the rear.
If you didn’t have this little pocket for the
elbows, they would have to move outward
as the dog's elbow cames back, and that
would mean that the dog's foot on the
ground would have to rotate, and you
would have a linle {rietion at the pads, and
maore twist and shock that has to be
absorbed in the pastern or else the pads
would tend to scrape on the ground and Ch. K-Way Tabor No Editing Needed.
run themselves raw while the dog was mov- ' '
ing. Neither of those two things 15 desir-
able; they waste energy and are inefficient,

Wanda: We've seen very good mov-  too much stress to the pasterns and the dog  under the weather, it's a little difficult to tell.
ing dogs who don’t have elbow pockets, but  will get tired sooner, and you don't have In a case like that, a dog may lose simply
the very best moving dogs we've scen have  efficient movement. because this wasn't its day,
them, Wanda: These things may be poten- Wanda: We see, a lot of times, the day

Bob: You will see a lot of dogs that tially present in puppies, and if they arc too  after a regional specialty, that both the dogs
tend to toe in when their weight is fully on ~ heavy, too skinny, exercised too little, or and the people look like they are hung over.
the front foot. That ordinarily means that  not allowed to play, they don't develop They are just plain tired and not able to get
the elbow is moving out. If they don't have properly. We have it potentially, but we it together thar day.
these elbow pockets, the rib cage isa little lose it in a lot of the fine details. I've been Bob: It's very interesting. You can see
too wide, and, as a result, the stress is in the  to every National Specialty since 1970, and  the same thing in a long sequence of shows,
wrong place and people usually say these you will see the same dog year after year. too, if you have four or five shows in a row,
animals are toeing in. But they are toeing in - Some dogs are in really good condition, and that dogs will have their ups and downs.
because their rib cage is not properly move very straight front and rear. Some The first couple of days, a couple of particu-

shaped, and not because there is something  years they are in poorer condition, and you  lar dogs may do all the winning, and then
wrong in the leg. Likewise, the same thing  sce shakes, rattles and rolls. You have to I:f:;:ii’ just kind of fade to the back and some-
can be true if they are tocing out, Usually,  look at a dog a number of times with, body else comes up and wins on day three,
when you sce toeing out, it’s in a young :i‘ug preferably, long time spans in between. Then the dog that won on day three looks
when he's reaching forward and the footis  There was another point to that, but I dent  peor on day four and somebody else comes
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along. It's very rare that one dog in an
entry will stand out for four or five days in
a row, no matter how good they may have
looked on day one.

Has it been your expertence that coat iy very
important fo winning?

Wanda: Unfortunately, yes.

Bob: There seem to be very few peo-
ple who are willing to put up a dog with a
severe lack of coat, even in late spring or
early summer when dogs are consistently
out of coat, or at least males are. There are
a lot of judges who just will not put up a
dog that is out of coat, I really can't sce any
good reason for that, because I don't think
coatis really all that important year-round
as a measure of a dog's quality.

Wanda: As long as you can tell there
is-an undercoat and an outer coat, you real-
ly ought not 1o need any more than that,

ob: Moreover, you can tell the quali-
ty of the outer coat even if the dog doesn't
have very much undercoat. You can tell
what the texture is like, and if you've seen
enough dogs in full coat, you will know
what the dog would look like in full coat.
Judges oughrt to make more allowances for
that.

Wanda: One of the wins | felt was the
biggest compliment was the last show Janet
Heffington judged before she died. She put
up my bitch for Winners Bitch that was just
totally out of coat. The only reason I
showed her was that it was the local show
and my mother, my mother's friend, the
dog-sitter and half of the Samoyed club that
doesn’t show were there to see what a show
was like. She shows lovely, so I took her in
even though she had dropped her coar,
Janet put her up and said; *I could tell that
she had some undercoat and some outer
coat — not very much of either — but I'd take
this one home with me.” 1 said, *To me,
that's a real compliment.”

Bob: It's rather interesting that in the
last few years, peaple are talking more
about coat than they used to. It wasn'ta
big deal in the early ‘70’s - in fact, a lot of
our early dogs did not have a great deal of
coat; they had a short working coat, or
more of this shawl type coat structure. We
did quite well with them. Then we discov-
ered that it became harder and harder to
win with that type of dog, beeause the new
style was to get as much coat as possible,
even though it was a little droopy and not
of a particularly goed texture. In order to
maintain our competition with these other
dogs, we had to add a lntle more coat to our
dogs. That's one of the main reasons we
bred to Main Man, to get a little more pro-
fuse coat and to get a little more of the dark
pigment, two characteristics which that line
was particularly dominant for. And, we got
it. But I've noticed as time has gone on
now, the last ten or fifteen years, people are
paying more and more attention to coat. |
think the texture has gotten better,
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Wanda: I don't,

Bob: But the profusencss of coat has
gorten to the point where a lot of the dogs
would not be able to werk without getting
overheated or develop snowballs and other
things on the hair while they were working,

'anda: A lot of the coats these days
people are puttii&g alot of stuff in. Ifthey
didn't, you would see how well they
drooped.

Bob: That may well be the case. You
can alter the texture of the coat and make it
feel coarser by putting things in it.

What do you think of biscut or cream colored
San ?

anda: It shouldn't make a differ-
ence. If there are judges for whom it does
make a difference, they are dead wrong,
The actual texture of the hair is much better
in the cream and biscuit hairs.

Bob; Most of the droopy coats come
in the whiter variety. I'm not sure of the
reason, but I think there may be some
genetic correlation there, that as you breed
toward a more profuse and whiter coat, you
tend to get the droopier outer coat that goes
with it.

Wanda: But that doesn't make sensc
according to that article that came out of
England in the ‘30's that said Kg;phad 10

keep some biscuit in order to keep your pig-
ment.

Some of the poorest pigment I've seen have
been very biseuit dogy,

Wanda: Yes. I don't know how that
particular correlation got completely
reversed between the "30's and us here and
now.,
Bob: My suspicion is that if you do try
to breed for all white dogs, you may eventu-
ally lose your pigment, but what the early
English breeders were tryving to tell us is
that there is a large number of different
genes involved, and we can't afford to breed
too intensely in any one direction without
losing one or two of the more important
ones,

Wanda: There are at least three differ-
ent genetic whites in Samoyeds. There's the
spotting gene, the same gene that makes the
white éo lies with the dark heads, and then
there's an extension genc that makes the
white all over, and we have all of them.

We don't do anything in terms of register-
ing the dogs in a way that would tell us any-
thing. They have recently removed biscuit
as one of the choices you are allowed to list
in the color of your Samoyed, and I write it
in anyway and they put it in. The black
points that they still allow are not true. The
points are those spots on the Doberman
that are brown, the eye pips, the lower legs,
the vent in the rear. [ have a number of pic-
tures of Samoyeds that look rather like that,
after they've been playing in the mud,
(laughter) But I've never seen a Samoyed
that 15 white with black points - and clean.

Bob: White with muddy points. Very
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common in the breed. (laughter)

Du you ever see.a dog with a true 45-degree
layback?

Wanda: I believe so. We know of onc
female that we arc pretty sure was, We'd
gone over her at different times with inter-
vals of months in between. [ don't know
that I've ever seen it in a male. I've scen
males that are close,

Is it something that can be bred for, and
should our standard remam with the 45-degree lay-
back?

Wanda: The terminology “45 degrees”
may or may not actually be what's there,
but the implication that we should breed for
as much layback as we can keep is right on
the button.

Bob: It's an ideal to shoot for. As
such, it's important to remember that, even
though most Sams might have 40 or 41
degrees instead of 45.

D you think the corvesponding return of
tpiper arm 1 as onportant as the layback af the
shoulder?

Bob: Absolutely.

Wanda: Actually, I think the relation-
ship between them is the most important.
We had a bitch that truly had 90 degrees
between her shoulder and upper arm. The
shoulder was probably only 41, so the
upper arm was a little steeper than 45, but
the 90 degrees between them existed and
she moved very well. That front we still
find occasionally. I'll take that front over
one that has less angulation between top

and botom.

Bob: One thing I have felt the breed
has been losing over the last few years is the
length in the upper arm. We would like to
see it at least as long as the shoulder blade.

Wanda: We arguc whether longer is
bewer. 1 think they hﬂlﬂuld be equal and he
says longer is better.

Bob: I wouldn't mind seeing it a half
inch longer on an adult, but in any event,
we both agree that shorter than the shoul-
der blade 15 not a good thing, and the wen-
dency seems to be producing shorter upper
arms again these days.

anda: Again, that was one of the
really predominant faults in the breed
before Omen, and Omen had a very strong
influence to equalize them, and we can still
see that several generations down from him
inn other people’s stock that just outcrossed
to him onee. Now we are seeing a fair num-
ber of shorter upper arms coming back.

What ts the wleal croupy drofroff:

Bob: Thirty degrees. It's really sur-
prising how much dﬁgmnce it makes if the
croup is too shallow or too steep. It really
affects the dog's ability to drive and power
the animal and move through the front. If
the eroup is too shallow, say around 20 or
25 degrees, the doiwﬂl exhibit a large
amount of follow through, the foot will
leave the ground and still continue moving
toward the rear. It can comie out a long




ways, it's'a lot of wasted effort ...

Wanda: It's very flashy,

Bob: Yes. But what it means is that
the dog is going to have 1o work harder and
apply more energy to pull that whole hind
leg forward so that it hits the ground at the
right time as the opposite front foor. You
have w continue applying power to pull all
of that back forward where it should be
again when it hits the pround on the next
step, so there is a lot of wasted effort there.
The other extreme 15 to have a 40)-degree
slope to the croup; which generally leads to
a poorer tailser which is not quite as loose,
[t also means the dog has a tendency to
reach further forward with the rear |cgs,
interfere with the front, and the dog will
compensate either by crabbing or shorten-
ing up the strides so that the interference
doesn't occur. In either case, you have a
dog that looks poor coming and going or
looks poor from the side,

Wanda: A lot of times you will see
that dog, shortly after its foot is off the
ground, snatch it straght up in the air and
move it forward again — sort of ke watch-
ing a sewing machine needle.

Bob: The reason for that is obvious.
The dog can't extend too much in the rear,
The croup is sloped so that the joint doesn’t
open much further toward the rear. In
order to keep from being very painfully
stressed in the hip joint, the dog has to
quickly lift it off the ground and move it
forward.

Wanda: We are also seeing a fair
number of dogs that don't open their hock
Joint, It just goes back and forth.

Bob: It's a short stride, plus vertical
maotion, and you are going up and down
like a sewing machine or a bicycle. It's
hard to diagnose sickle hocks withour actu-
ally putting your fingers on the dog's hock
and pushing it forward to see how it
extends. A dog may just have a stee
croup and looked like it is sickle lmcﬁcd. A
dog could alse have sickle hocks and have
a perfectly normal croup, in which case you
will see no extension, and the dog will have
to Lift its foot off the ground sooner,
because it's stressing the hock joint rather
than the hip joint that I mentioned carlier.
One of the things that ought to ring a bell
in your head is when you sce a hock joint
not {lex and the foot come off the ground
too quickly: The rear leg should extend in
the rear at the same angle the front leg is
cxtending toward the rear and they should
both come forward and hit the ground
when they are at the same angle, too. Dou-
ble jointed hocks are the opposite fault,
where the hock joint opens too far - past
180 degrees,

Wanda: When we used to look at
super eight-millimeter movies, we had a
particularly good projector, and one of the
things we found was the best moving dogs
had their foot on the ground, either front or
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rear, for a count of five frames. If they were
shorter strided, sometimes it was four and
sometimes it was three.

Please describe the wteal topline,

Wanda: That's not something we usu-
ally talk about much. (laughter)

Bob: Start at the top of the head, I sup-
pose. You should have a nice, level muzzle,
maybe pointed slightly down. Then, from
the back of the head, you should see a nice
arch going into the withers, sort of like a
very shallow 5. You don't want to see the
neck rising too vertically out of the withers
because that generally indicates that you
have steep shoulders and maybe a short
upper arm that goes aleng with it. The
muscles tend to be shorter, because the
bones are shorter, and, thereflare, the neck
has to shorten up, too.

Wanda: The neck should be long
enough to bring the muzzle above the back-
line, so you are lookmg at the head, muzzle,
backline.

Bob: When the dog is moving fase, it
will tend to lower its head so that it's in
dynamic balance with the feet and the head
will be carried forward, The nice thing
about a good arch of neck is the dog has
more freedom to use the head for balance
when moving fast or moving slow. When
moving at a slow trot, the dog can carry its
head high and neck arched and it looks real-
ly elegant, A short neck, or a neck that rises
too high out of the withers 15 going to
detract from the appearance of the dog as

well as'its ability to move well, change
direction quickly - that sort of thing,

Wanda: The standard talks about a
level back but the withers should be higher
than the eroup. The muscles and every-
thing builds up over the top of the spine;
and those spines are longer, so you want
some increase of height above where the
croup is.

Bob: What you would like to see is
not a swayback, but a gentle curve, the bot-
tom of the S I was walking about. It goes
back from the withers to the back. The
back ought to be reasonably level, maybe
slightly rising toward the croup, not so.
much that the dog is curved like a hound -
you don't want that much of a rise in the
back. There should be a slow rise toward
the croup that doesn't have any muscling
on it but is Just bone. It's going to be slight-
ly lower than the withers, maybe.

Wanda: The loin section you want
fairly short because that's an unsuspended
bridge. You want a lot of muscle through
there, and that's where you measure
between the sufle, when the dog is standing,
and the end of the ribs. Ilike to havea
hand with my fingers a lintle spread in there.
The croup is also where we “weigh"” the
dog, because there is bone sticking up an
the top of the croup with nothing in
between there in the way of muscles,
What's in that dish is fat and you want just
about encugh o level it off.

Bob: The other place to weigh the dog

Ch. K-Way i Dires Dancer.
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is at the ribs. You should be able to count
the ribs with vour fingers. But there ought
to be enough substance to the dog that you
can feel museling in the loin that is reason-
ably firm. The dog ought not to be so skin-
ny that you can feel the ribs with very litde
muscling in the loins, and it feels weak and
you can wobble it from side to side very
casily when vou put your hands on the dog,
This is part of the conditioning that I was
talking about earlier with Connie. In order
to give her a firm loin, she had to get a cer-
tain amount of roadwork.

Wanda: The tail comes basically up at
the end of the spine. In actuality, if you
took all the muscles out, it comes out and
then curves up. But at the end of the body,
it comes up. Eshould eome back down to
touch the Eudy. It can either touch the
body and stay as an arch, or come a litde
further down in a nice sweep. Probably the
most ideal look is where it curves down and
makes a line that cireles right around with
the stifle, soit’s all one curve.

Bab: It curves up over the body and
you can draw an arc from the base of the
tail bone around to the front and back
undermeath along the stifle.

Wanda: Just slightly oval-shaped from
the rear end.

Bob: But you have to remember that a
lot of that is hamr and the actual physical end
of the tail is down just below the top of the
back. People have a tendency to think that
if a little bat of curve is good, a lot of curve
is better and they breed for tight tails.

Wanda: Besides, they are so much eas:
icr in the showring.

Bob: True, you don't have to worry
about the tail going down in the showring,
‘What you are doing is breeding in a fault so
your dog will look normal and showy in the
ring.

Wanda: Eventually, if you keep that
up, you can come up with bent tails, double
hooked tails and lots of funny little tails.
Maost of it is covered up with hair and peo-
ple don't ever see it.

Bob: The other extreme is not a dog
that carries its tail down sometimes, but a
ﬁ}r tail, a tail that is carried straight up in

he air and actually leaves the back., Most
of the time that can be due to two problems,
either a steep croup or a tail thar is a litde
too short. fEIEIH: steep croup is easily deter-
minable just by feeling for the point of the
hips on top of the croup. The length of the
tail can be measured by pulling it down
toward the hock. A tail that is the proper
length will actually touch the hock joint.
The tip of the tail bone will touch the hock.

Wanda: And then you have to talk
about how long the hock should be. It
should be about 30 percent of the height of
the dog. We used to have something that
was really neat. We'd have these evalua-
tion clinics where we had either breeders
and/or Working Group type people - the

more knowledgeable about structure, the
better - come in and actually grade the dogs
picee by piece and talk to the people. They
would occasionally say, “It's a nice pet; but
it's a pet.” They would give people an idea
of where their dog could be improved and
what they should be looking for. At the
time we were dﬂin? it, it was usually Lﬁrc:ty
well accepted, but I don't know whether it
would be anymore. One ume, we had
MNaney Russell judge, and she was apparent-
ly used to much longer hocks in Mala-
mutes, and she kept wanting to know why
they were all so short. (laughter)

Bob: You can tell what a lot of angula-
tion does to hocks by looking at very young
puppies, say seven, eight or nine weeks old,
that have a lot of angulation. They don't
have very strang hocks, and occasionally
look cow hocked when they move away
from you. The reason is, with all that angu-
lation, long muscles, long ligaments, and
long bones, they don’t have encou
strength in that joint to hold it sohid when
they move: It's not at all surprising that if
you want a long hock and still Imﬂ: it
strong, you have to cut down on the angula
tion. More design constraints! (laughter)

Wanda: As you look at the difference
between breeds, or some of the differences
between dogs of the same breed, the inter-
esting thing is that when you change one
thing, there are three or four other things
that change. That's how 1 got thinkin
about the effect of the muzﬁg and the %cws
and all with shortening of the muzzle. It's
true in a lot of other places, too.

What's the ideal ear and earset?

Wanda: We did that,

Bob: The illustrated standard shows it
very well. There's not much more that
needs to be said about it.

What's the tdeal foot?

‘Wanda: Thick pad, relatively long
toes with lots of arch, with SHORT toe-
nails. ({laughter] I don't know why in this
breed so many people, even knowledgeable
people, do not cut their dogs’ toenails off
shorter. The tendons that hold everything
together will simply stretch if the nails are
too long, and you can't have a tight foot
with long toenails, The length of the tocs

ive more purchase and more push than the
Iietle round cart foot.

Many people trim feet entirely wrong,
I've seen everything from all the hair scis-
sored out and the toenails hanging out
(faughter), to this big round poof, trying to
make it into a cat foot, which is extremely
successful when it is already a cat foot. It

with fence post legs, too, I think.

en you tumn it over and look at it, which
you see very few judges do, there shouldn't
be big spaces in there amongst things,
because you want it all nice and tight. You
don’t want to get the snow up in there and
cut the skin and make the dogs lame.

Bob: If there are any spaces, they

Fall 1994 w 34

ought to be filled with very coarse hair so
that it will shed snow and ice easily. If you
hear the dog moving on a hard surface, say
on your kitchen lin:ﬁcum, and it goes clicki-
%,]clickiry, click, the nails are too long.

ey need to be shortened. Tap your fin-
gemails on a table and see how long you
can tolerate that before it starts hurting,
The other thing is a lot of people keep their
dogs in kennels on concrete, Cﬁ‘ a dog is con-
stantly on a surface where the nails are
lengthening out the tendons and ligaments
amft making the toes lose their arch, you are
going to have flat feet. ;

Cutting the toenails is the most impor-
tant thing, but even having dciﬁl on con-
crete all the time is also bad, They ought to
have a chance to be on a natural surface or
on gravel, where the toes can accommodate
themselves to different changes of surface,
to rough and smooth surfaces, to have a
chance to massage the toes by having them
step on different stones and accommodating
to different slopes as the dog moves. That
keeps the toes strong, keeps the muscles and
ligaments bending the right way. It moves
the stresses around so the foot can remain
limber and accommodate itself to different
types of ground surface, to rock, sand and

s, for instance. All of these things are
important if you want to maintain a dog in
good workin%jcondil:ion.

The trouble is, many people pay very
little attention to the feet beeause they are
used so little in our Sams today. They are
only used for getting up and going to the
ftmﬁ dish andg;ltcn gvaﬁdng bgf:}k- tgu the
couch. (laughter) If your dog has to go out
and work in a field or work on a sled, you
better have a good foot or your dog is going
to break down. The people who work their
dogs regularly in herding trials and on sled
teams know this, and they pay a lot of
attention to feet, Unfortunaiclly, show peo-
ple pay very little attention to feet. It's
almost as if the feet are a part of the dog
they don't need to worry about, as lon% as it
holds them up. As a result, since people
don’t pay attention to feet, they don't breed
for them either. You see an awful lot of flat
feet in the ring, and nobody seems to care.
My only hope is that if there are enough
good feet in the breed, that if people aren’t
selecting for them, they at least won't select
against them.

What's the most serious fault it the breed
today, and what's the most commen fault i the
breed today?

Wanda: I think for right now we can
say the eye problems are the most serious,
because there is not enough known about
how they are inherited. There are inherited
and noninherited problems that can be mis-
taken for one another. We can't get good
descriptions from different ophthalmelogists
of the same thing, so they aren't giving us
the same descniption of the same problem in
different places. Breeders are only begn-




ning o share their information with other
people. At this point; it's hard to figure out
what may be related to what clse; and it
appears that a lot of these things are much
more widespread than we thought they
were. We're looking at several different
discases, some nonheriditary things, all
jumbled up in one mass. It's congfsing!

Bob: T agree. Our problems now are
not whiit we see in the dggs. but what we
can't see or know. The quality of dogs has
improved quite a lot and you don’t see ter-
ribly bad fronts and bad rears in Sams the
way vou used to. Heads need improve-
ment. [ really don't think there are any
major structural problems that are domi-
nant in the breed as a whole right now, so
we ought to concentrate on those things
that reguire more information and more
cooperation between people. 1 hope our
national breed club will be able to estabilish
some sort of a genetic registry.

Wanda: You said that before.

Bob: It’s going to become more and
more important in the next few years — and
it's important enough to say it twice.
(laughter)

Wanda: As to what's common?

Bob: Heads or coats, Wanda, pick
one. (laughter) And bad feet.

Wanda: Yes, bad feet, poor eye slants,
bad lip lines, excessive coat, too fat dogs
(laughter) — maybe I should just say crﬁ:ca-
tion, because I feel that both the judges and
the newcomers aren’t getting what we
learned, Granted. we went out and sought
it, but I feel it's very important for us to wy
Lo pass it on.

Bob: These things tend to run in
cyeles. Once things become fashionable, it
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy that the
Jjudge will put it up, because that's what the
breeders keep bringing them, and the breed-
ers keep breeding them because that's what
the judges put up. Sometimes a breed can
work itself into that sort of a eycle and it's
kind of hard to get out of it. The way to get
out of it is to educate both judges and
breeders so they don't consider these things
as important anymeore,

Wanda: I don't think we see very
many people who plan very far ahead in
terms of if they breed their bitch to a dog,
who are they going to take the daughters
to! Who can I breed the sons to? Where
can [ pick up this or that characteristie?

Bob: You don't hear people talking
about it much. What we hear at dog shows
is, “I'm going to breed to this dog and have
this great litter of champions,”

‘anda; They think they can correct
everything at once - forever — and it's never
going to come back to haunt them. (laugh-
ter)

Bob: But we who have been around
for a few years know that some ghosts do
come back; you just don't know what!

Wanda: One of the ones we saw was
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Saroma's Polar Prince, a dog who had some
very outstanding characteristics. His rear,
in particular, was much better than what
you were seeing a lot of at the ime. Every-
body bred their bitches with shaky rears to
his nice rear and got nice rears. Then they
bred them back to the ones with the had
rears and the bad rears came back. When
you bred a hall brother/half sister, doubling
on him, you were also doubling on his two
mothers with bad rears. The problem was
solved in one easy step until the next step
came along.

Bob: Plan ahead! (laughter)

I the standard @ good one?

Bob: Absolutely. It's one of the best
standards in existence.

Would you like to see anything changed?

Bob: No, I'm perfectly happy with the
AKC not changing it for the next ten years.
Any changes proposed are as likely to make
the standard poorer as to improve it. We
are bewer off leaving well enough alone:
Let's not open up this can of worms.

Wanda: There are a few things I
would like to see emphasized or dc%i:cd or
something like that, but that's not the kind
of changes we are going to get if we change
it

Bob: There is a tendency to be fash-

ionable when proposing changes to the stan-

dard. Ideas come and go, aned as far as the
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standard is concerned, I believe we ought to
bevery conservative. It's served us well for
a long time.

hould there be any other disgualifications?

Bob: Idon't sec the need for any.

What's the ideal height for a dog and the
iedead height for a bitch?

Wanda: I'd say probably 23 inches for
adog. The bigger you make them, the
longer the levers are, and the more wouble
they have keeping control of everything.
One of the simplest ways to make a Lalﬁcr
dog, if you want a taller dog, which lots of
people do, is to straighten out the angles.
Let's keep the angles bent.

Bob: And let's keep the dog small
cnough that they can remain agii: and
move around,

Wanda: When you talk to families
and people, there is a real demand, a niche,
for a 35-pound dog. If you think about the
other breeds, there is not much in that
range. ‘As adults, we can easily say, “This
one is.a 35-pound bitch,” but when it's six
weeks old, we still can’t tell you whether it's
going to be a 35-pound bitch or a 40-pound
bitch,

Howw mmany people say they want a bitch rather
than a dog because they are smaller?

Bob: That's a very common thing,

Shotld champions be specialed?

Wanda: Some of them.



Bob: Most, not,

Wanda: One of the things that's very
strange about this whole dog game is every-
body can play and derive enjoyment doing
what they want to do. For years and years,
we finished dogs and didn't show a special,
and we had any number of them that had
gotten Group placements on their way to
their championships, and, presumably, if
they had been out and been specialed they
would have done pretty well. But thereisa
big commitment to having a dog ready
every time you take it into the nng. If you
take aspecial into the ring when it isn’t
ready, shame on you

would like to see much more breadth
of activity. Somebody takes the dog in obe-
dicnce, somebody else in the family shows it
in conformation, somebody takes it hiking,
somebody does some weight pulling wath it.
You have a dog that's finished a champi-
onship. Go do something else with it
instead of taking on another puppy. It's
very easy to get too many dogs — 1t's real
hard NOT 10 get too many dogs. (laughter)
They have a nght to have a life, and we
control that life, so we ought to be looking
at what we are doing,

Does making the Top Ten or Twenty mean

anything?
s ﬁfnﬂda': How much money you have

to spend on the project? {laufltcr}

Bob: That seems to be the biggest cri-
térion, because the enly way you can get
mto the Top Ten or Top Twenty is to go to
enough shows and be out there continually
showing your dog. If you really want to
play the game right and be noticed, you had
best be ourt there with a well-known handler
and do some advertising so that people
know you are around, see you in a lot of
Breeds, see you in the Group a lot, That
tends to feed on itself, and the owner-han-
dler whao takes his special out to show twen-
ty times @ year is not going to do too much
- certainly not get into the Top Ten.

Wanda: Oh, [ don't know, Connic
was in the Top Ten of bitehes for three
years with no more than twenty shows a
year,

Bob: Twenty shows a year? That’s
only ten weekends, less than once a month.

Wanda: We end up making decisions
about what show we are going to go to by
who we will see there, where we can go out
to cat ... (laughter)

Bob: It's a social event, and you bring
a dog along just the same as you would
pack certain clothes fora wip: (laughter)

Wanda: It's basically a floating crap
game. We all get together in different
towns every week. If you have a pretty
good range from Minnesota to Indiana, you
will see different people at them, but you
will se¢ a lot of the same people. too. It's
the only activity | know of where the Litte
Leaguers compete with the professionals.
Where else do you get the grade school
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kids, the high school kids and the profes-
sionals playing basketball together? (laugh-
ter)

Bob: Yes, you can all play it at your
own level and be reasonably happy. You
can be in the classes if you want, you can
show your special occasionally, vou can
owner-handle, you can hire a handler ...

Wanda: You can work in obedience
for getting a leg, or you can go in obedience
and work for a 200 score.

Would popularization help or harm the breed?

Wanda: Harm. We've stayed pretty
stable.

Bob: If you look at any breed where
the popularity has increased to any extent,
the quality of the breed has gone down.
The first thing to disappear 15 temperament.
It's very difficult to recover from
because ance the breed has a bad reputa-
tion, then it takes a nosedive.

Wanda: When you read some of the
descriptions of the Samoyed in some of
these Euoks that propose to tell you what
different breeds are like, I think we're in
trouble, And they are just as inaccurate
with other breeds l:hat{’vc known.

Is udging fair?

Wanda: Sometimes, It's always inter-
esting to look back at a day’s judging, and,
as much as you can tell about the structure
and so forth of the dogs, see if you can
account for the way they were placed, As
much as you can tell, what kind of condi-
tion were they in? As much as you can tell,
what kind of coat were they in? A lot of
times, that will tell you just as much or
more as which ones were shown by the
handler and which ones were shown by the
exhibitor who always shows 1o that judge.

Bob: Things are certainly not as bad
as all the carping after the judging would
lead you to believe. (laughter) Yes, there is
a certain amount of polities involved, and,

cs, there are personalities and likes and dis-
ﬁke& and everything else, but, by and large,
the majority of judges try to doa decent
job. A lot of the motives that are ascribed
to the judges and handlers after the judging
are really just guesses or sour grapes.

What wﬂmg.l ou do to tmprave fudging?

Wanda: If we could have more educa-
tional things — like the judges at the special-
ties and so0 on — even taking judges and
dogs out on the trails to warch herding
dogs, hunt behind dogs, take them to do the
things. For the most part, judges who have
actually done things with their breed, what-
ever it may be, probably have a better bal-
anced look at their breed and other breeds,

Would you rather show under an all breed

Judge or @ breeder-pudge and why?

Wanda: [ don't look at it that way,

Bob: Education is the key to making
things better, and some breeder-judges and
some all-tounders have the breadth and
knowledge and understanding, and some do
not. You learn after a while to stay away
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from those who do not, just as you leam to

stay away from judges who are too influ-

enced by politics or faces. It's very easy, if
ou are observant, to recognize these things.

Do you think poor judgtng is mare a result of
politics or the fact that a lot Lfifggrj dlon 't hrow
the breed?

Wanda: [ would say they don't know
and don't have enough time to know. After
25 years of learning this one, I would hate
to think that I had to go out and learn this
much about 25 other breeds to judge the
whaole Working Group.

Bob: It's pretty clear that most of the
judges do not have the depth of knowledge
andg:.:: nderstanding of a long-time breeder,
and if you talk to most judges who have
been around for a while, they will admit
this. They will say r.hcir are often very
eager to talk to established breeders and ask
them questions. There often isn't very
much time to do this, of course, at shows,
because they are going through 175 dogs in
a day.

Wanda: And another 175 the next
day.
Bob: Probably all he wants is a hot
bath to soak his tired feet and a place to curl
up and sleep for a few hours.

Droes advertising influence fudges?

Wanda: Yup!

Bob: It let's them know who is around
and who is winning. But the best advertis-
ing you can get is appearing regularly in the
Group and placing. That's worth more
than anything you can buy in the newspa-
pers. Unfortunately, one usually leads to
the other.

Wanda: A lot of judges don't really
want to go out on a limb, so they will go
with somebody they have seen around a lot,
rather than a dog that is out for the first
time as a special and may be really better
juise then,

Bob: That's some judges. Then you
have other judges who are confident about
what they arc doing and take great pride in
being the first to recognize a great dog that
comes out of nowhere. You hear a lot of
judges talking about that: “1 discovered so-
and-so.” They take a lot of pride and plea-
sure out of doing something like that. “1
gave him his first Group placement.”

I 1t ethical to retouch advertising photos?

Wanda: It depends on what you do
with them.

Bob: For what purpose are they being
used? What are you trying to hide?

Wanda: I have lots of photos where
I'd like to have this part from this one and
that part from that one. If you can manage
to put them together for me with your air-
brush, why, have atit. (laughter)

D you always show your own dogs?

Wanda: Almost always.

Bob: Occasionally, a fnend might
show one of our dogs if we have too many
at a show, or our schedule doesn't permit




one of us to go to a show. We feel we can
comiortably show two dogs per person.
Occasiona.llj.'. one of us might show three,
but that's pushing it.

Have you ever handled for other people as a
Sawor or professionally?

Wanda: We've shown dogs that
we've bred as a favor anytime, no charge.
It's nice if they pay the entries. (laughter)

How do you train pupipnes and af what age?

Wanda: Puppies live in the house for
the first six months and they all learn to be
house dogs. We make a considerable effort
to get them out and get them socialized,
cxpose them to different noises, sights, and
different things. The first time they are on
leash is when we do the eighe-week evalua-
tion movies. Part of what that is, is not
only how they move, but how they
respond to the leash,

I take dogs for walks. do very litde
actual training, because one of the things 1
do very well, and like doing, is taking a
puppy into the ring and coping and having
it shiow just the right things at the right
time, but not expecting them to stand
stacked for any length of tme, and so on.
[t's really easy 1o burn out puppies; and we
end up teaching people how to train their
puppies, but often they end up overdoing
it. They are great match puppies, but then
they get to be conformation age and they
are sick of it all. Conformation is not very
mentally stimuladng to dogs.

We do a lot of our teaching to bait in
groups in the kitchen, and they very quick-
v learn they must catch it out of the air,
because if it hits the ground, somebody else
is going to getit. (langhter) Iliketo teach
them a stand/stay to where [ can walk
around them and look at them from differ-
ent directions. If I've got that, and they ean
walk on a leash, I'm ready to go into the
ring. But I guess I don't necessarily recom-
mend that for other people,

Bob: Unless you like to cope.

Do you still do obedience trajuing?

Wanda: Not much, but I'm really
thinking I should get back intwo it. T havea
dog that’s basically all trained that we got
back. His conformation will be much better
it 1 do obedience with him first, 1 pulled
him out of the car at a fun day at the Mil-
waukee club, and he heeled very nicely, and
did everything except pay attention very
well, He needed a few reminders on that
subject, but he's preity much got it down.
I'm also very quick and dirty in obedience
traiming. I do almost all the work on lead. 1
cnter them soon alter [ start training them,
so they don't ever have time to think of
theme and variations; because Samoyeds
are wonderful at theme and variations. 1
can get them through a show and have a
CD on them before they figure out they can
do anything different. (laughter)

Have you ever done any tracking?

Wanda: Yes. Jeremiah was certified in
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Ch. R-Way's Raimbow Connection.

tracking. The particular fall we worked was
a very bad year in terms of grass and hay,
so they went out and took all the corn
stalks, fodder, and so forth, and baled it up.
Our track, which was supposed to be a
bemnner's track, started in one of these corn
ﬂc-ﬁ]ijs. the only vegetation of which was
stalks four inches high, row after row of
them. Jeremiah was extremely willing. He
had never refused to start. He went out
and looked and couldn't find anyplace that
he was supposed to go and came back. 1
restarted him. He got a piece of a leaf of
corm and brought it back and said, “Mom,
this is all T can find for you." He was very
expressive. There was no question that was
what he was telling me. “I'm awfully sarry,
but this is all that's out there.” (laughter)

Bob: He just hadn't trained in comn
fields and didn’t know what to look for.

Wanda: Ir was essentially bare
ground, and that's a TDX track. We
ﬁtnkcd that one. Before the next spring,
when we could have tried again, he got his
heartworm, so that was the end of that. It
used to just kill Jeremiah when [ would go
out and obedience train somebody else, and
that';irjart of why I got away from it.

o) ntellipent are Samayeds compared with

other breeds?
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Wanda: Idon't know about other
breeds, but they are more intelligent than
many peaple.

Bob: I can’t recall how many times
people have called us with problems relating
to the fact that the dogs were running the
houschold. That doesn’t happen by acd-
dent, it’s a breed trait. (laughter)

How tmprortant is fraining to winiing i con-

Jormation?

Bob: It sure helps.

Wanda: It's helpful, but not the entire
answer. The relationship between the per-
son and the dog shows through, That's
part of the reason why they don't do as well
with professional handlers as a lot of other
breeds do.

Can shy dogy be corrected by traming?

Wanda: Yep. That first bitch we got
that was isolated because of rabies in the
county, her first year she had seen her ken-
nicl girl, her owner, who was female, and
the male veterinarian. That only male stuck
pins in her, so she didn't have a high opin-
ton of men: For the first week we had her,
the only place she would eat was under a
table in the corner of the bedroom in the
dark. She would not eliminate on leash. At
that particular time, we were having the
fences changed in our yard, so we took her



clear across town to the Laskeys', and let
her loose in their yard. (laughter)

Bob: Once every day.

Wanda: One weekend, she went a full
36 hours without urinating. So,with this
bitch who didn’t like any man, and very
few women, we were d(‘:—ing. this several
days a week, Eoing over and doing the cart-
ing. Don Hodges was in charge of that, and
she thought he was a pretty good guy.
Every time she saw him, she saw all these
other dogs. She literally did not recognize
anything other than a Samoyed as being a
dog. She saw a Dalmatian, and 1 thm;]gi:
she was going to screw her eveballs off try-
ing to ﬁgur: out what that was. We took
her in obedience and had to use extremely
gentle correction, mostly dpnsidvc stuff, but
we got to where we could show her in con-
formation; got her €D in not too man
tries, took her in Open obedience, :
showed her in at least 50 shows, and got her
CDX.

Meanwhile, we had given her to my
mother, and she finally got to the point
where she went around and greeted all the
ladies at the church circle, so, yes, training
can work wonders with a shy dog. There’s
a lot to figuring out why a dog is shy. Not
all shyness is genetie. Just plain isolation
produces lots of shyness. Ilf:"a person has a
lot of shy dogs over the years, [ would say
that person probably lived out in the sticks
where nothing was going on, and where
Eﬁin to McDonald's 50 miles away was a

ig deal

Can yole give any specfic delvice to owners
whe wanld ke to handle thety own dog?.

Wanda: Go to a conformation class.
The question is how to tell them which con-
formation class. Trv to talk to people in
your breed and pick and choose the best
from what's available.

Bob: If you are in a large metropolitan
area, it's not all that bad, because there are
organizations for training. But for the per-
son who is sort of stuck way in the boonies
50 miles from any training facility, it
becomes more of a problem. In that case,
they may have to learn just by going to
shows and talking to people there and try-
ing to pick up what gi? can along the way,
It will be a lot more difficult, and they can
expect it will be a longer process before they
learn how to do things. But if you are
observant enough and léarn to ask ques-
tions and find people who will help you,
you can learn to show a dog by geing to
shows. It's more expensive that way, too,
but after twenty shows you will probably be
better than when you started. (laughter)

Wanda: Try to find somebody with
whom you can exchange work, packing
their exercise pens and so forth, for some
COMIMEnts,

Bob: One very helpful thing is to wy
to go to a show with a nearby friend who
has dogs, even if it’s another breed. You
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can learn a lot just by being with a person
wha has dane 1t before.

Are your breedings natural or condrolled?

Wanda: We learned from Sally
MeCarthy of Shamrock Acres Labs, who
taught her stud dogs. We learned a lot of
things from her and implemented them.
There were breedings of bitches that were
skittish, and so on, that we probably
wouldn't have gotten if the dogs hadn’t let
us control and help. Jeremiah, after he had
the heartworm, and when he had the treat-
ment, a segment of the heartworm affected
his spinal cord, so his hindquarters were
just sticks. All they did was hold him up,
and we could even get breedings with him
in that condition simply because he was
totally trained and cooperative in letting us
help him.

One time he was loose in the house
with a bitch that was ready to breed and
came over to me like, “Come on. Help me.
She’s ready.” Sally had a platform that she
used to even up mismatched sizes and
things like that. If necessary, I'll help a male
get his penis in the right f\lacc. but if he
seems to be able to do it himself, we'll let
him do it himself. We'll hold the bitch,
hold her up if she wants to sag. One of the
things we do that's quite interesting that we
learned a long tme ago is if the tie 5 long
and the dogs are getting restless, two people
can pick up both dogs and lic them on their
sides, and they do much better not trying to
get away from one another. When Shanna
went ta Sun Dancer, it was a four-hour te
and they told us about lying them down,
and, eventually, they had to call the vet to
come and tranquilize him. The other thing
that seems to work if it’s getting unduly
long is to trim his toenails - distract him,
We're talking about over an hour here.
{laughter)

Bob: You see the advantages of super-
vised breeding? We also generally do it in
front of the set 50 ... (laughter)

Fihunt ddo you consider to be a_fatr st fee?

Bob: The price of a good quality
PUppY-

Wanda: I can’t say that we are really
charging what we charge for pick puppies.

%; you thnk yeu should charge the same
amount jor an ungroven dog that has no proven
Puppies, and a dog that kas produced puppies, but
rmrﬁ&:‘%;)ain:ed, as a dog who has had champions?

anda: We have a try-it-out fee for
the first ime a dog is used, then we've
increased the price when a dog is finished. 1
don't know that we've done that much
breeding; and we kind of took after Dorns
MecLaughlin. Omen'’s stud fee was $350 ar
a time when lots of others were $500, and
some of them higher than that.

Bob: And our untried dogs were less,
somewhere in the neighborhoed of $100 o
$200, but that’s when a pet puppy was sell-
ing for $200, too.

Wanda: One of the things that was
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always part of our decision — we didn't
always breed everybody who came and
asked to have their bitch bred - was the
thought, “If my dog was a bitch and that
bitch was a dog, would I breed my bitch to
him?" If I'd say, “Absolutely not,” then I
didn't breed the bitch.

How did you turni people down?

Waneda: In one case, with a real pet
bitch that did not have a good tempera-
ment, was not a typical Samoyed, I told
them that I didn't think she should be bred.
They weren't happy, but two years later
they came and bought a puppy from us.
They had not bred her, Sometimes we
have suggested someone else’s male we
thought would be more complementary.

Would you breed to a dog with a very serious
Sauft if he had oubstanding qualifies?

Wanda: ‘We have a cutoff peint on
each characteristic, and as long as it's above
that cutoff point, yes. I it was absolutely
old-fashioned cow hocked, no, I probably
wouldn't. But if it was just a narrow rear
and the rest of the dog was good, 1 might,

Bob: One fault you can cure pretry
easily. in one generation if you have a mate
that compensates for it, an(i’ provided you
are willing to select against it in subsequent
generations, it's not a bad thing to do. It's
probably better than breeding to a dog
that's mediocre in several areas where you
can't hope to improve them all at the same
time. What you have to do whenever you
breed to a dog with a bad fault is to think
about what's going to happen in subsequent
generations.

Wanda: You have to keep it in mind
for the next two or three generations.

Bob: Make sure you remember what
that fault was, cven though you don't see it
in kids and grandkids, It's still hiding there.

What fadts would keep you, from breeding fo
an autsicde buteh or dog?

Wanda: They must have good hips
and good eyes, and [ would give preference
to a dog with good angulation, goed cyes,
good lip line, proper coat - the perfect dog
would be really nice. (laughter)

Hiww many outside bitches have you bred?

Wanda: About half the breedings that
Omen had. One of the interesting things is,
when people come and ask me who thewr
dog should be bred to, I'm not necessarily
going o suggest one of my own dogs, 1'l
probably first suggest some related dogs,
unless I see one specific thing that 1 think
we have to find the right dog for, and if 1
know the right dog, I'll tell them who that
is. I had a friend ask me when Omen was
old why I didn't ever ask her to breed her
bitch o him. 1 was absolutely dumbfound-
ed.

Is it @ goad ideq to breed to the top-winming
dog?

Wanda: Only if it’s the right dog. Fre-
quently, even if it's the right bloodline, he
may not be the right dog. Go to the father,




for one,

Bob: Breeding because of fashion is a
very short-term viewpoint, It generally
doesn't get you very far in the next genera-
tion. We've seen many cases where your
really top-winning dog produces a number
of champions, you wait a few years and
don't see much happening in the second

neration. I doubt very much if it's
ecause those champions the top winner
produced had not been bred.. I think what
happened was the people were just not sats-
fied with what they got for one reason or
another. It happens too often to be pure
chance.

How many litters should a bitch have?

Wanda: A really good bitch should
have two to five, but the less good, the less
number. I don't sce any reason to breed
anybody more than five times.

Bob: And breeding anybody once
doesn't tell you very much. If you are in a
long-term breeding program, you ought to
breed the bicch to at least two different dogs
so that you will have some idea of what she
and her relatives will produce.

Wanda: One of the things we did
early on was breed cither a mother and
daughter, or two sisters, or a couple of dif
ferent possibilities, and get the comparisons
of what came out of this one and that one.
Then, cither breed a young biteh to an old
male, where you have a pretty good idea of
what he proc;’uoed, or vice versa.

Bob: As time went on, of course, and
we got more dogs and more uniformity, this
need to acquire information abated some-
what, so we don't do that quite as much as
we used to, breed relatives to the same dog.

Wanda: One of the things that devel-
oped because of the way we went about it at
first is, a lot of times, when we bred two sis-
ters, sometimes her nieces were more like
her than her daughters. A lot of Chaser's
kids looked more like Class, and a lot of
Class’s kids looked more like Chaser. To
some extent, it’s not necessarily the one
who wins the most who is the one to breed
to. There might be a brother or someone
that has more of what you need than the
brother you see in the ring. A lot of times
you will find a plainer brother who pro-
du-:fs better than the winning dog, if you
look.

Bob: In fact, there have been numer-
ous times when we have found plainer
brothers and sisters that we liked better
than the one that was doing the winning.
But then our taste is not necessarily what
the average person might want cither,

Do you /gfp your bitches whelp?

Wanda: We're there. As long as they
are doing okay, we let them do it.

Bob: We let them do as much as they
are capable of by themselves. We are only
there to handle problems. We do tend to
tie off the umbilical cords and put iodine on
them and make sure we are around to start
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the puppies breathing if they need help.

Do you supplement feed very young puppies?
Wanda: omclimcs.'/??’wc havea
bitch that’s had a C-section, she's probably

not going to have her milk in right away.
We've had occasional bitches that didn't do
very well for one reason or another and
we've supplemented. I don't think we've
ever completely raised a puppy on tube or
botde-feedings, though.

Bob: No. Occasionally, some puppies
are born that are a lietle bit small, and we
Ez:c them supplements just because we

ow they are not getting as much as their
brothers and sisters.

What do you use to supplement?

Bob: Goat's milk or Esbilac,

Wanda: We can't tell you how we
decide which. It's just whichever one comes
to hand.

How do you_feel about tube-feeding?

Bob: N];mehlcms with that. We use
it consistently. We very rarely ever use a
bottle,

Do you swean the piippies or let the bitch do it?

Bob: We let the bitch do it. The pup-
pies are allowed to have dessert for as long
as they want ence they go on solid food.
They pretty much tend to eat that consis:
tently, and mother starts weaning them as-
soon as they get in their teeth. Usually, by
about five or six weeks, they are getting 80
or 90 percent of their nourishment from
solid food, and they don't seem to mind
very much giving up on mama. Some are
still nursing at eight or nine weeks, but it's
very rare that that happens. She usually
runs away from them by then. (laughter)

Wanda: We started out with an old
California recipe; probably because we were
out there when we had a couple of our earlt-
er litters. 'We take very high quality ham-
burger, make it into little meatballs a little
bigger than a nipple, probably an inch long,
and just pick cach one up :mg let the puppy
cat that, It's enough like a nipple that they
suck on it and, lo and behold, 1t tastes good,

Bob: The first couple of days, they are
very messy eaters, but after two or three
days, :hcy get to the point where they are
really quite excited about it and are gob-
bling it up.

Wanda: The first day we do it onee,
the secand day twice, the third day three
times, the fourth day we do it four times.
Alter that, we start mixing in well soaked
up dog foed. T'll put it on one feeding
before the next feeding, so it soaks four or
five hours. We then gradually increase the
amount of dog food and decrease the
amount of hamburger. Because we feed a
meat based food, there is no sense to giving
them all this pabulum and all these other
bases. They are going to grow a new kind
of bacteria tlora for each new kind of food
they get, and there is no sense in changing it
two or three times in the process of wean-
ing. By the time they've had four days,
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they are crawling in the pie pan and are
ready to eat it.

Bob: We generally start feeding the
ground meat at about sixteen days of age.
and within ten days, they are eaung solid
food without any wouble arall. And most
of the puppies are weaned by six wecks.

At what age do you M&u&wﬁgﬁb&uﬁr
pet and show qualily and what are you looking for?

Wanda: That's a whole ‘nother lec-
ture, {laughter) When the puppics are wet
or newly &ricd, we take pictures, a flat side
view, the top down from the head, and nose
on to the head, We look for shoulder lay-
back, length of neck. Touch of Class, who
had the best layback, literally had the same
distance from shoulder to nose as she had
from shoulder to base of tail and that's what
1look for.

Bob: The angulation from the rear,
shoulder layback, length of u arm and
length of neck are dfl‘.;.'“{:lnlil mhﬂﬁght at
birth when they are wet.

Wanda: lier on, we did litters that
we evaluated every week, and along about
four or six weeks it would change from
what it was-at birth, and then at eight weeks
it would change back to what it was at
birth,

Bob: But you have to do-the evalua-
tion before the pups are two or three days
old, because they begin to fatten out an
change their shape a%‘:r they are born. The
best tme to do LE:'. evaluation is when they
are still wet, within twelve hours of birth. A
lot of things can happen in between. From
two to six weeks, you are probably best
advised not to 10-:3: at them at all. They are
growing at such strange rates that you can't
tell much of anything,

Wanda: ‘K’e do a lot with chest shape
at that ime. We learned from a vetennari-
an to mold their hind legs backwards, suck
them straight out behjng them like they had
Just finished a long stride, and that’s what
you will get in the rear when you put the
stifle in the cup of your fingers ...

Bob: And put cimur thumb on the

oint of the hip, and then bring the stifle
Eack in your cupped palm, and make sure
the stfle joint is J?r:octly under the point of
the hip, and you can tell pretty much if you
have any problems in the rear as far as toe-
ing in, toeing out, cow hocks, that sort of
thing, That works very nicely right after
birth, It's preuy useless when they are five
or six weeEs old. It seems to work again
%ui:e well when they are eight weeks of age.

ou have to be very careful when you are
evaluating rears at eight weeks, because well
angulated puppies, or those with longer
hocks, tend to not be up on them and look
a little cow hocked when they are moving
around, especially on hard surfaces. They
may not grow up that way as adults.

Wanda: If the rears are improving
from eight to twelve weeks, they'll probably
be fine. If they get worse from cight to



twelve weeks, look out. We evaluate the
coat. There's a particular n'd%c effect along
the spine, and the further back that extends,
the more coat they'll have.

Bob: Think of a Rhodesian Ridge-
back, and if you see that sort of a coat pat-
tern on a puppy right after birth, it general-
ly means the coat will be rather profuse.

Wanda: We look at the earset and
eyeset: You can sce the eyeset at birth, We
look at the shape of the muzzle. In profile,
we look for a htde bump; almost a Roman
nosc effect, and that mﬁ be a pretty puppy
head. Jeremiah did not have that, Celene
Kohlman had the litter out of Omen and
Pride, and she called up and said, "I think
this dog has Jeremy’s head,” It looked
awful and had that bumpy nose. That's the
first one we saw, a very pretry headed Ivan
kid, and he got named Jeremy, because he
was goh;ﬁ to look like Jeremiah., He didn't
look at all like Jeremiah, He was much
prettier.

We check to see if they have dewclaws
or not. Dewelaws are inherited. There are
dogs that have fronts only and dogs that
have fronts and rears. Dogs that have rear
dewclaws will produce more puppies that
have rear dewclaws:

Bob: We've only had two or three
pups that have had dewclaws, if that many.
They are very rare in Sams. I would say
that probably about 30 pereent of our pups
do not have rear dewclaws,

Wanda: There are all kinds of funny
things thar don't follow through. At one
time, we had a part of our line that were tee-
totalers and part liked alcohol. We used 1o
be able to foretell from a particular breeding
what we were going to get. It was the Sun
Dancer kids that licked and carried the beer
cups around after the picnic. We have pic-
tures of them carrying around the big plas-
tic booze glasses after a picnic. [Iau%ucr]

Bob: I don't think we can emphasize
strongly enough the importance of taking
videotapes of all the puppies that you pro-
dugce as a breeder, ac eight weeks of age,
around twelve if vou sull have them at that
point, and maybe again at a year or a year
and a half and again when they are fully
mature, say at four. The amount of infor-
mation you can get from something like that
is enormous, because it will better enable
you to select which dogs you ought to use
for breeding, and allow you to better predict
what the dogs are going to look like as
adults, Believe it or not, many people may
find this hard to swallow, but a good 98
percent of the faults you see in an adult,
vou can sec in an cight-weck-old puppy, if
you know how to see it

Wanda: If you go back and study the
puppy to see where it 15, the next time you
see it in 4 puppy, you can say, "I know
what that will do. Forget that one.”

Bob: It takes some work to develop a
trained eye, but if you have a videotape,
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you can go back and forth, slow it down
and speed it up, and stop and go back and
look at things aii.n and again until you get
it right. If you don't know what to look for,
look at the videotapes with someone who
dees. Finally, if you are mbreeding fora
number of generations, you have t%u: advan-
tage of going to those tapes ten or fifteen
years later and look at the grandparents, the
great-grandparents and the great-great-
grandparents of what you arc breeding
now, and find out where certain things
came from and how dominant certain lines
of descent were for particular qualities.

Wanda: I am about convineed that the
balance from front to rear is a separately
inherited trait from the angulation here and
the angulation there, this relationship and
that relationship and that we got balance, I
think, from Merlin, but I don’t sec anybody
else from Merlin that has the strong angula-
tion. That came from Ivan,

Do you cull puppies?

Wanda: We put down puppies that
have cleft palates. We've had a few. We've
had no puppies that were really misformed,
misshapen monstrosities.

Bab: Idon't think that's very common
in Sams. 1 think they produce nicely
formed puppies.

Wanda: Come to think of it, the two
I've scen have been at other people’s hous-
es. Somehow, T've sort of gotten into this
mode of, “They are having puppies. Why
don't I go and help them?” I was not feel-
ing very good as the local midwife there for
4 while. It scemed like everybody [ helped
had to have a Cesection,

Bob: It's probably wise you were there
to discover the need for a Cesection. We
give oxytocin to our own bitches sometimes
when they're whelping,

Wanda: Only after they've already
had at least one puppy!

Bob: First of all, you have find a vet
that will allow you to use & and give it to
you, and then you have to be very careful
that you use it the right way and not give it
too much too often or at the wrong times.
Other than that ... (laughter) There are cer-
tain things that you do after twenty years of
experience that vou can do as well as your
vet, and things you know you can't do as
well as your vet, where you need broader
or deeper experience.

Wanda: I'm very good at resuscitating
puppies who don't think they want to
breathe.

Howw much should a show pupipy sell for?

Bob: That's a good question,

Wanda: Somewhere between $500
and $1,000. To some extent, I think people
who charge a lot are overestimating the con-
tribution that the raw material includes,
There's an awful lot in feeding, training,
grooming and keeping them up that goes
inte it. When we had that litter out of Ris-
ing Star, Jack Feinberg sent us two people
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and said, *You will charge my prices.”

That was fine with me, though it was more
than we'd ever charged for a puppy before.
To some extent, I think it has to do with the
quality of the parents. 1sold the Connie
puppies for more than any I'd ever sold any
for before, but both parents were Group
winners, and the pups turned out rather
nicely.

b: It seems to be standard opera-
tional procedure to get a puppy back out of
every litter. You just expect one puppy is
going to come back for one reason or anoth-
er.

Do you sell on terms ar cash only?

Wanda: We've sold under every imag-
inable crrcumstance.

Bob: We generally try to gear the
terms or sale price of the puppy to what the
buyer wants, expects, and is willing to nego-
tiate. If they don't have enough money, we
might arrange a puppy back in the future or
something ].i.gkc that. Ifit's a really good
quality puppy, we might work out some
sort of co-ownership arrangement if they
can't afford to pay the full price.

Do you require a spay/neuter cantract on pets?

Wanda: We put in our contract that
it’s a good idea. We've only required ita
couple of times when the dog had some-
thing specific we didn’t want to see carried
on in the breed.

Bob: Generally, it's difficult w enforce
those things. You can't really tell for sure,
unless it's a very serious fault, that the
puppy is going to be of inadequate quality
when it grows up. Sometimes they get bet-
ter with age.

Wanda: We haven't produced very
many puppies over the years that [ would
be ashamed 1o see in the showring. Welve
sold a lot of what we considered show quali-
ty puppies to pet homes, and sometimes
some pood has come back out of it in that
they've let us show the dog, or we've gotten
ta lease the bitch, or whatever,

Bob: After you've been breeding for
several years, the average quality of your
puppies goes up. You keep producing some

od ones and your bad ones get better,

ften, it’s very difficult to tell the difference
between the first pick of the litter and the
third and fourth pick of the litter, The runt
or last pick is probably not all that bad
either, Certainly, after five or ten years, our
worst puppy was better than some of the
carly litters we Produccd,

Wanda: Usually, we like to find o way
to have at least two puppies out of a litter
shown. Beyond that, we're more interested
in them being in a good home than whether
they are going to be shown or not.

Bob: Good show homes are hard ta
find, While it’s conceivable thac three or
four pups out of each litter could finish their
championship, we aren't going to find that
many good show homes.

Wanda: That may be a function of



how much advertising we do and the whole

What do you foed your dops?

Bob: I do all the feeding of the dogs.
The only time Wanda feeds them is when
I'm not around. We feed them Show
Results, which is basically a beef and pork
meal based food with a hittle corn and a little
fish meal. It has a nice vitamin and mineral
package and our dogs seem to do quite well
on it. I especially like the fact chat it digests
nicely and produces small, compact stools
that don't smell very badly. When you
have a lot of dogs around the house, that's a
considerable virtue, (laughter)

Wanda: It makes very lean, muscular
puppics to the point that we've had some
vets complain to the people that their dog
was too skinny.

Bob: We tend to keep our dogs a little
skinnier than average the first year of their
life. Wedon't faven them up when they're
young.

Wanda: They are not feedeér cattle,
(laughter) We probably keep them leaner
than average all their lives.

Bob: It has to do with the fact that
they live in small social groups in the ken-
nel, and get a lot of physical activity, too,
out in the yard playing and running around
a lot, interacting with each other, We do
cycle them all lhmugh the house at various
times, but they are probably only house
dogs about twenty or twenty-five percent of
the time.

Wanda: Omen used to be very dis-
gusting. He'd come in from the kennel for
a half hour and then say, “Bye. It was nice
visiting you,” and he wanted to go back out
in the kennel. That's where all the girls
were. (laughter)

Huow important i died fo ratsing Samayeds?

Bob: Extremely important. If a dog is
not healthy and does not have proper nour-
ishment, it will never reach its full potential.
While we try to maintain the weight on our
puppics atshightly less than what 15 consid-
ered normal by the average vet, we make
sure the quality of food they get is extreme-
ly high. We don't feed them a lot of table
seraps and other things around the house,
although they do get to clean out our dishes
and pans when they are house dogs. We
never have o serape our dishes before
pulting them in the dishwasher. Iflaughtcr]

Da you eonditron your dogs?

Bob: Those that we are showing regu-
larly we do.

Wanda: I ke the car..open the win-
dow, take a flexs-lead and trot them down
this mile and a half of gravel road we have
six miles away from us. Because I can regu-
late the speed and react if they have to stop
and piddle or whatever, it isn't like the dogs
that are on a treadmill. I think you can sec
a lot of dogs that are overtreadmilled and
we don't find that.

Bob: They work at only one speed
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when they are trained on a treadmill,
whercas ours trot at a number of different
speeds from fast to slow.

Fanda: It's faster when there is a
squirrel that goes across the road ahead of
them or a deer.

Bob: It's a gravel road, but it goes up
and down and has curves so they have a
variety of terrain. They get a chance to
sniff the breezes and watch the birds and
animals, too, so it's wonderful for the dogs
and they really like it. They are exeited
when they go, Connie is so used to it she
gets very disappomnted when she doesn’t go

be behind you a little bit. ' What you want
when you are in the showring is a dog that
breaks into a nice, fast, brisk trot, and main-
tains that as long as you want it at whatever
:Eecd you want it. One of the ways o get
that is to roadwork.

Wanda: There are two houses on the
road where we roadwork, and one of the
guys that lives there came out the other day
and said, “I want to sec that reversed, ]
want to see the dc’ﬁ driving the car and you
out there running!” (laughter)

Bob: It probably would be healthier
for all concerned.

AmsCan Ch. K-Way's Classic Snow Fantasy.

every morning,

Wanda: Actually, the other vwo are
worse these days. | have three I've been
running and they absolutely demand to go.
I didn't go today and they were very
unhappy with me. (laughter)

Bob: The exercise really serves two
purposes. It tightens them up, but it also
%ivcs the dogs a smoother gait, and they

reak into a trot more casily when they are
in the showring, If you have a dog that
spends most u!g its time sitting around the
house, it's going to walk a few steps, then
it's going to trot a few steps, then it might
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Homet much grooming should be done before
yau show a Samayed?

Wanda: Whatever it takes.

Bob: I would have said as much as
necessary. (laughter) I guess it means the
same thing.

Wanda: To some extent, we've had
very nice wins with abselutely minimal
grooming. The dogs were bathed and
somewhat straightened out, and so on, and
we've also done some very nice winning
when we've misinterpreted the schedule and
had an hour and a half extra and groomed
them to within an inch of their lives.



Bob: A lot depends on the competi-
tion, too, You never know what you are
going to be up against, whether grooming is
going to be important on any given day. It
might mean the difference between the first
or second m the class, for instance. On the
other hand, if the quality of the dogs you
are up against isn't that great, you might
win your class whether you groomed your
dog or not. There are two things to keep in
mind. One is, whenever you appear in the
ring with your dog ungroomed, you are
sayin % something about yoursell and your
dog. It makes a poor impression on people
whether you win or not, and perhaps even

oorerif you win while not groomed,

use then everybody notices you.
(laughter)

The other thing is that when your dog
is better groomed, you are increasing your
chances of winning, because the judge is
more likely to notice you and think kindly
of you if your dog is well groomed. That
can be very important, because it's the one
thing in the ring that you have complete
control of. You can't control what the
Jjudge thinks, you can’t control who the
other exhibitors are or how they are going
to perform on any given day, you can't
even fully control how your own dog is
going to perform on any given day, Eut you
can control how your dog looks. If you
happen to be out of coat, you might not
have much to groom, but you can at least
do your best,

Wanda: To some extent, [ think
grooming is way overrated. For all intents
and purposes, it's a ritual we go through,

and if we are satsfied that we have complet-

ed the ritual, we go into the ring feeling we
are ready. If you don’t get the ritual fin-
ished, no matter how long you spent at it,
you won't feel you are ready.

Bob: If yvou don't feel you're ready,
ou aren't going to feel as confident, your
dog will feel the little pangs of nervousness
TUnIng rhmu%h the lead and may not per-
form as well. If you lose a little bit of confi-
dence, if you go inte the ring with a dog
that's not well groomed, you are putting

yourself at a disadvantage.

Wanda: I think most Sams are over-
groomed these days, We are still at the
point whete if the dog's heen bathed, the
toenails are cut, and the hair combed out,
that should be it. There’s lots of powder,
chalk, sprays, creams, lotions, scissoring,
but if the judge is any good, he should Ec
able to see through all that — or feel
through, would be more to the point,

Bob: The wouble 15, more and mare
Ecnp}e seem to feel it's all necessary,

ecause everybody else is doing it and
nobody wants to be at a disadvantage.

Wanda: That's the nuial,

Bob: Just the combing itself can be a
ritual. The rest of this is more a social
thing, peer pressure, than actual riwal.
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There is no need to put gobs of powder in
your dog’s coat, It was onginally meant to
clean the dirt out of the dog's coat. If your
dog steps in a little dirt, you put some
grooming powder on to clean off the dirt
and brush it off. But a lot of people leave it
in because the dog looks whiter.

Are there any particular shampoos or brughes
that you especially like to use?

Bob: You use whart you arc comfort-
able with and that you feel makes your dog
look good.

Wanda: Now I'm using a mixture of a
human shampoo for gray hair, and
Amwa?r’s LOC, their Smashing White,
which 1s an adjuvant, and somectimes some
Purina hnimal’ Shampoo, if I can getit.

Do you trim whishers?

Wanda: Nope.

FPlease tell us about your keimel setup,

Wanda: We have a room off pur fami-
ly room that goes out mto the garage and
into the family room, that 15 13 by 24. We
have three 4 by 8 pens and an end that is
about 6 by 12. They live in groups, and
there is another group or two that's in the
house, and they dreulate back and forth,
The runs go out of the end of the building,
but they are not in and out kennels, We
have to take the dogs around to the door
and put them out. There are three runs 5
feet wide by 65 feet long with wire under-
neath and gravel on top.

Bob: The wire is on the bottom and is
covered with six inches of number two
washed stone.

Wanda: There is a section of fiberglass
roofing that's ten feet long and covers one
end of the run to keep the rain off and give
them a shady spot. 'icrc are three of those
runs side by side. Theoretcally, they get to
run back and forth and bark at each other
and get lots of exercise, but then the neigh-
bors complained about the dogs barking,

Bob: But we felt the long runs were
necessary in order for them to get the prop-
er exercise, rather than putting them in little
short stubby runs. The number two stone,
we feel, is very good because it's easy to
wash and clean and provides them with a
footing that is far less damaging to their feet
than concrete. They are indoors on con-
crete, which we've covered with indoor/out-
door carpeting, but we didn’t want them to
have a very hard surface when they were
outside. We also have a large area, a dirt

ard that is about 100 by 150 feet. That's
or the dogs that we aren't showing regular-
ly and that don't have to be white, puppies
that are just growing up, or adults that are
in retirement. They can go out there, dig
holes, lie on the ground, have their fun, and
we don't care what they look like.

Wanda: There is also a willow tree
there with lots of sticks for them to carry
around. There's a people swing they used
to jump up on once in a while, and we have
a wood construction that is used as a play-
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ground. We had an old stairway so we put
that up onc side. There are platforms at dif-
ferent levels where they can jump up and
crawl through and there is a tire they can
run through. They can crawl up there, look
out, see over all the fences and watch the
world go by.

Bob: A few of our pirls like to elimb
up to the top level and look out over the
fences to see what 15 gomg on,

Wanda: There is also another back-
vard that is about 80 by 100 that opens out
from the kitchen, and that's where the
house dogs exercise in twos or threes:
There are open crates all over the place.
When we are gone, the dogs are in the ken-
nel or in the house. Nobody stays out
when we are not around. There's a couple
of crates by each bed, there are crates in the
family room, there are erates in the puppy
room, We have 500 kennels for the biggest
boys, and some 400 and 300's, and the next
thing vou know the biggest boy is in the
300. (laughter) For those people who think
that crates are terrible, I have a picture that
has Shanna, Windy and Gazelle as puppies,
all in a crate about the size of a 400 kennel
with the door wide open and all of them
pecking out saying, “Hi, there.,” (laughter)

Can adult males and females be kept together
i the sane rum or exercise area?

Bob: Yes. We try to keep a boy in
with each group of gu'rfs, if possible, except
whien the girls are in season.

Wanda: Most of our boys we can have
two at a time in the family room with us.
There's some stalking around on toenails
and muttering (laughter), but we only have
one combination of two young males who
think they have to fight. The one who
decided he was bass, the other guy objects
to.

Bob: But, basically, we're the boss and
there is no fighting allowed indoors. Out in
the kennel, we never keep two males togeth-
er in the same run, so they never have a
chance to get inte any trouble.

Wanda: Arrow can be with anvbody.
He can go out with any of the groups.

Howr important &5 animal fueshancdry?

Bob: You can't do without it, not if
you want to maintain healthy animals. You
have to clean up, pick up, medicate, worm
at regular intervals. The dogs have to come
in for regular combing and tooth sealing
and nail clipping. That's one of the reasons
why we fccil) more than a dozen dogs is tao
many. Iteats up a lot of hours in the week
Just doing those things.

Wanda: I'm really irritated to go to
houses of people who have one, two or
three dogs that are in much worse shape
than any of my fifteen. We start brusﬁin
puppies before their eyes are open. We c%ip
toenails at least once a week from a week of
a§t on and they are used toit. It's a fact of
life for them that periodically they get
turned over on their back and get :iiir toe:



nails rimmed.

Bob: Our dogs are constantly han-
dled. As a result, we can walk into the vet's
office, put them up on the table and they
never give a bit of wouble.

Wanda: We do some of the things in
terms of stimulating them to make the ner-
vous connections, things like taking a Q-tip
and stimulating their paws and holding
them upside down, putting them where it's
cold or hot for a few seconds. We had that
one early litter that was only one puppy.
Of course, she was terribly outgoing, She
went out overmght for New Year's Eve
when she was three weeks old. We took
mom and puppy and went to a friend's
house overnight for New Year's Eve. She
was just, “Let me at the world!” {laughter)
We said now that we knew this was what a
dog could be like. all of our puppies should
get that much attention.

Bob: There is something about single-
puppy litters that they just develop egos
that are a mile high. Y\{m have to be careful
that you give them a little added diseipline
in order that they understand they are not
going to be boss of the world. We send
them into the kennel with the older dogs a
little sooner, (laughter) It's really funny
because the dogs do a better job of policing
cach other than we can.

Wanda: We went so far as o shipa
young puppy six weeks old w a friend who
had a one-puppy litter so he could have a
brother for a while and learn to be a reason-
able, straight dog, This puppy got shipped
from Wisconsin to California to Flcri£3.

What aduier would you give to another breed-
a7 whe i st starting out?

Baob: Don't be too quick. Thereisa
certain minimum amount of knowledge you
need in order to do a good job. The prob-
lem most peaple make when they decide to
be breeders is they go out, find some dogs
and have a licter. | would say vou ought to
spend two years studying, talk to a lot of
other brccc;;rs. decide what bloodlines you
want, study the ancestors, see as many of
them as possible, put your hands on as
many dogs as possible, talk to as many peo-
ple as possible; and really build up a back-
ground before you step into the breeding
game, so that you know what you are

mn[?;}
fanda: Attach yoursell to somebody
who 1s going the direction you want to go,
who is doing a good job, and have them
guide you through it. I give people who are
interested in breeding a bitch the Ruther-
ford’s How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live
Hiitk, and say, “This is what I expect you to
do. Ifyou aren't going to do that, you
aren'’t going to breed to my stud,”
Should a new, prospective show prevson go to

the big kennels to buy a puppy?

-~ Wanda: I've seen a lot of people who
did wha didn't get very good dogs. It'sa
case of doing vour homework and evaluat-
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Ch. R-Way's Destina.

ing the dogs, rather than just assuming
because it's a big name or a big winner that
what you get is going to be the same,

Bob: The trouble with big winners is
that they are often too busy and don't have
as much time to invest as a smaller breeder
would. As a result, you may or may not get
as pood quality dog, and you may not learn
enough to be able to do the right things
when you are first starting out,

Wanda: The other thing that amazes
me 15 people who buy a dog and presum-
ably get some pretty good directions as to
what to do Wi.LE] the puppy and then go
home and do everything differently and
wonder why it doesn’t tum out the same as
others from that kennel.

Bob; There are two things you need.
One is a mentor, and the other is the ability
to take what you learn and apply it.

Wanda: There are a lot more books
now than there used to be, but many are
still unspeeifie. I have yet to find a book to
give to someone who is going to have a lit-
ter of puppies that tells them everything |
want them to know.

Bob: The trouble with most books is
they tend to be rehashes of what's been
done before. Everybody writes sort of the
same thing. Dalways feel when I read these
books that they are somehow incomplete.
That you are missing all the style and color
and interest that goes with breeding dogs.
You are just sort of sticking to basic funda-
mentals. There is just something that isn't
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there that should be

Wanda: Isill think the book that
comes closest to having it all is the ane from
Australia, which is no longer in print. She
tells you to sit down with a drink and a
good book and be prepared to be there and
tells you what you are going to go through.

What kennels do you comsider to be the best
todiay?

Wanda: If1 knew that, I'd know who
to breed to.

Bob: Everybody has faults and virtues.
Often, what's best for one person is not best
for somebody else. It makes it very difficult
to pick and choose unless you are very
familiar with what you have and know
what you are looking for. Often, you can
find the solution to your needs in strange
places, like not necessarily somebody's ken-
nel, but a dog descended from somebody's
kennel that is living in a backyard in some
town some distance away.

Do you recommend jointng a local breed club,
the national dub, and/or an all breed dub?

Wanda: All of the above.

Bab: There is nothing that can teach
you better than other dog people. The clos-
er and more contact you have with people
from all different breeds; the better off voul
are going to be.

Wanda: To some extent, [ don't think
you ean learn what you need to know just
by reading. You have to talk to people and
get it from experience, preferably somebody
else’s experience.



Bob: That's what's missing from all
the books! My twenty years of experience.
That's why I feel they are not complete.
(laughter)

Do you feel 8CA i1 dotng enough to educate
Jredges aned new mennbers?

Wanda: Idon't know that you can
ever do enough. They are doing some
things, which is more than a lot of people
are doing.

Bob: Yes, and it's better than it used to
be. Befare, you were given your three pro-
visionals, given your little card and sent off
to do your thing.

Wanda: That's AKC, not SCA.

Bob: Well, SCA 15 better than it used
to be, too, because we have
judges’ seminars now and
some educational matenals
available. I'm not sure the
breed clubs should accept the
responsibility for teaching
everybody who comes into the
breed. “That's something the
individual has to do. You
have to be motivated enough
to seek out the information, to
talk with people to find out
where things are. It's by
learning to get at this informa-
tion that you actually acquire
the ahility 1o absorb it 'rllhm
may sound like pulling vour-
self up by vour own boot-
straps, but I don’t think you
can sit there like a sponge and
expect all the information to
come into your brain and stay
there. Unless you are actively
doing semething, like talking
with people, going to shows,
working with a dog, you
aren't going to be able to
absorb all the knowledge you
are exposed to.

Wanda: Idon't know
how to do it better, but we
aren’t doing enough to trans-
mit the expectations. Ewvery-
bady should know they should
be x-raying, everybody should
know they should do eye checking, every-
body should know what cthics are expected
in grooming and showing, between people,
cte. There is a code nfcﬁﬁcs. bue there isn't
a list of what the cthical things are.

Do you think the AKC video is @ good one?

Wanda: Yes. It's not what T wanted it
to he origmally. [ don’t know that making
it all video would be any better than what it
is now, I think it would be very hard to
produce a film that would show all the
things I think are important in how a dog
should be built and how it should move.
We've, at times, shown them to puppy pur-
chasers and find them very good for that
purpose, 100.

Is there adequale literature on Samoyeds?
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Wanda: Probably encugh that's breed
specific, yes.

Bob: There isn't a disparity between
Sams and other breeds as far as what's
being published. There's enough out there.

How long have you lived here and why did
you move here?

Wanda: Since 1978. We moved to
Poynette because we had seven dogs in a
city lot. (laughter)

Bob: It just got to be'too cramped so
we moved owt in the country,

Wanda: We had seven dogs in a bed:
room that was about two feet of edging
around a king-size bed. (laughter)

$150,000. Tdon't foresee them enjoying
having the dogs next door, particularly.

Bob: We'll have to cut down on the
number of dogs within the next few years
and probably will not be replacing them as
they die off.

Wanda: I'd just like to find good pet
homes for three or four adults. People
cither want a perfect dog at a pet price or
they don't want to pay anything.

Bob: It takes a long tme to place
adults but we never give them away for
free. We feel that if people aren't willing to
pay something for the dog, thc}' p‘.roba.hi}'
aren't going to treat it as being worth any-

Bob: Take the room weare in, cutitin  thing,

The perfect head,

half and put seven dogs in it, and you will
know about what it was like. 506, we decid-
ed we wanted more space and wanted 1o be
in the eountry and bought a house in the
middle of five acres. Then we felt good
because we had elbow room. But we
bought a place a linde too close to the village
of Poynette, and now it's expanding out to
meet us, surrounding us. We've doubled

the number of neighbors within a quarter of

a mile within the last five years and it will
probably double again within the next five.

Wanda: The people who are building
houses across from us in what used to be
the school forest have a list of deed restric
tions as long as your arm and it requires
they have a house that runs at least
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Wanda: Our mini-
mum is $100. If they won't
pay §100, they aren't going
to pay for heartworm tests
and stuff they need.

Were both of :wu o and
razsed tn this area?

Wanda: Yes.

Bob: Wanda is from
Madison and I'm from Mil-
wattkee, so we didn't get
too far away from home: 1
lived in California for a
year when I was twelve
years old and we moved
out there again about twen-
ty years ago for about six
months: My woerk took me
there.

Hoz long Rawe you been
married ?

Wanda: Our 26th
anniversary will be in June
1994. We ought to be
going to Colorade, because
that’s where we had our
honeymoon,

Bob: We had our
honeymuoon at Tumbling
River Ranch in Granby.

Wanda: On the road
that goes up over to Silver

Plume. There wasa picture
of a magnificent Samoyed
head over the fireplace. |
don’t remember ever secing the dog
around, but the picture was there.

What do you da for a living?

Wanda: Run around the country.
(laughter) I'm a visiting nurse. I go out
and sce people when they come home from
the hospital, with Medicare's regulations
that send them home as seon as they are
able to stagger. | work parttime, although
sometimes part-time gets to be 50 hours a
week. But [ have lots of flexibility if I want
to be gone on a Friday or Monday or a
week here or there, I just arrange for some-
body clse to take care of my patents.

Bob: I'm a physicist and work at the
Space Science and Engineering Center at
the University of Wisconsin in Madison.



I'm involved in doing analysis of spacecraft
images, looking at motions and planetary
atmospheres on the earth and our sister
planets in the solar system. I worked on
the Mariner 10 program, the two Voyagers,
and now that space exploration is dying
down a bit, ['m invelved in building intelli-
gent work stations for data analysis, and
getting ready for analyzing these humon-
gous volumes of data that are going to be
coming down as part of the earth observa:
tion system in the late part of this decade.
We are going to be “drinking out of a fire
hydrant” at 100 times the data rate in the
past, but we don't know how to handle the
volume of data yet, so it's going to be inter-
esting how we go about doing that.

D you bolfi have college degrees?

Wanda: I have an RN from Madison
General Hospital School of Nursing, and
one and a half vears of college.

Bob: And I have a master's degree in
physies.

Have the dogs affected your lifestyle?

Wanda: Oh, no, notatall! (laughter)

Bob: The unny thing about that is,
the dogs have become so much a part of me
I coukﬁ}'t conceive of living withour a dog
now. Maybe not as many as we have, but
certainly not without any.

Wanda: One of the things we used to
do is figure out, if we had o get down to
one or two dogs, which ones we'd keep.

It’s kept us with a sense of balance. It
sounds like something you wouldn't want
to do, but it keeps you honest with your-
self.

What have been the bengfits of being in dogs?

Wanda: The people. You can drive
2,000 miles, get a house found for you by a
dog friend, move in, have two litters of pup-
pies, oo their wmkly classes, have some-
body to go to coffee with after training
class, develop a whole new set of [riends,
and six months later move home with ten
dogs instead of three,

Bob: The telephone bill is about $150
a month, and it's money well spent, because
you have friends all ever the country. It's
really the people, the reason we've stayed in
Il thi:u Euug,' we I!EH"C met 5o ﬂlﬂn}-’ ni{:c pe{}‘

le.

Wanda: People at work understand
when I say someone is dog family that it's
someone who has related dogs or who we
correspond with who has dogs.

What are the drawbacks of i'mg i dogs?

Wanda: Wedon't have a clean house,
(laughter)

Bob: It always looks like a tornado just
went through five minutes ago.

Wanda: We could have some really
pretty furniture and statues and things if we
used the money we spend on dogs. %/v'c fig-
ured out we could send one dog with a han-
dler for the same amount of money we are
spending on all of the dogs.

Bob: Yep. I could have a lovely retire-
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ment if I'd saved all the money I've spent
on dogs. Of course, I wouldn’t have had
much of a life to retire from. It certainly

wouldn't have meant as much.

Wanda: I figure we are going to retire
to the dogs, (laughter)

Bob: It's been very enjovable and [
certzunly intend to continue, though perhaps
not quite at the rate we have, I gaveup
competing in sled dug_raccs because it took
too much tme and effort. Wanda has been
going to maost of the shows recently, and 1

only about one weekend a month now:.
ﬁm}f home to take care of the rest of the
dogs, fix the fences, cut the grass and that
sort of thing, instead of going to shows all
the tdme.

Wanda: It's hard o want to leave
here. It's quiet, and you see the deer and
birds.

Bob: We have a couple of sandhill
cranes that ve in the swamp behind our
house that come back every spring and
have some little ones. You hear the frogs
and crickets in the evening and go to sleep
with the window open. It's quite an ideal
country life. We sort of bought the place
with the intent of retiring here and I don’t
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see any changes appearing.

Is there anything we haven't covered? Any
soaphoxes or anything else you would fke to say?

Wanda: I think we've said quite a lot.
It's one of those times when you never
know how much you have o say until you
start saying it. (laughter] One of the things
I have thought about doing is putting it on a
tape recorder when I talk to these new peo-
ple who have our puppies, when we deliver
a puppy, or when we spend time with some-
one who has one of our dogs, and somehow
Fut it all down as a Samoyed user's manual,
ike the computers have user's manuals,

Bob: T feel we've just scratched the sur-
face. You could probably get another three
or four hours if you went through all the
questions again. (laughter)

Wanda: That's because he doesn't
have a watch on. (laughter) What time do
you think it is?

Bob: Let's sce, we got back here prob-
ably around 9:30 or 10:00 and it's around
2:00 in the morning now.

Its 4:04 a.m.

Wanda: Yes, and we still have all
those pictures to go through. Go get ‘em.



