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Do you_feel the breed should do
what it & bred for?

Shauna: Yes, There is
probably less opportunity to do
sledding but it depends on
where you live. More northerly
climates or places that get more
snow than what we have the last
few vears can certainly do their
dedding. We have more of an
option to do the herding because
we have animals of our own 1o
herd and the weather is a litde
more conducive 1o that activicy.
Even if you don't get 1o do it all
the time it is important to keep
the breed physically and mental-
ly able to da their jobs so if
someone buys one from you
and decides they would like to
do some herding or sled work -
they can do that. The animals
should be capable of deing their
work. And probably, a lot of
their work was lying on people’s
feet and keeping them warm,
and they certainly are good at
that. (laughter)

Are your breedings natural or
controlled?

Shauna:

They are in-

berween. Since moving here we
have a completely fenced area
that they can't escape from and
we will let them out in the back-
ard. We have about two acres
enced in just as the dog yard.
We'll let the two loose out there
— the male and the female that
we are going to breed - and let
them have their real courtship.
You would be surprised at how
much of a courtship it is, How-
ever, when the male actually
mounts the bitch we go out and
just kind of be there and make
sure he gets turned around all
right — then we sit there and
hold them, no matter what the
weather is. We have been
under umbrellas, in snow, in
heat and cvervihing else.
(faughter) Bur we have never
just gone off and left them, We
stay right there, and usually
carry the bitch in upside down
and get her right into a erate and
let her stay there for a linde
while,
What is a fair stud fee?
Shauna: Probably abow the
going rate for a “companion”

Puppy.
Do you have all fenales?
Shauna: No we have males

and females. We have eight
intact boys and several older
neutered ones, and several intact
bitches. We always spay our
bitches when we are done show-
ing and breeding them and we
neuter our dogs.

Are your dogs al stud lo oulitele
Bitehes?

Shauna: On a limited basis.
We entertain anyone who is
intercsted in
adding the
quuii.{ic-s of

our hne.
w e
wouldn't
Just turi

anyonce
away but we
don’t beat
an anyone
clse’s door
1o fry 1o get
them 1o
breed woour
dogs ecither,
They are
certainly
available if
the people
have a good

bitch and we fee] that the line
would be complementary and
that our dog 1s going o add
something that they are looking
for - then we vmufd be interest-
ed.

Hawve yoit ever refused to serviee
an onlside biteh?

Shauna: We've had some
people call up, “Hello, my ich
is in scason, Do you have a
stud dog?” That kind of thing is
“No." Actually T don't hang up
on them, 1 oy 1o educate them
a liule bit. But certainly things
like that.

Would you breed t a dog with a
serivnes fandt i e was autstanding i
ather areqs?

Shauna: It would depend
on what the fault is,

Jeffrey: Right. But we
would consider it Tt would just
depend.

L it a good idea to breed to the
top winning dog, vegardiess of pedi-

?

Shauna: No. that is not a
good idea at all, It's important
to breed the pedigree and the
individual. The wmning record
does not necessarily have any-
thing to do with the quality of
the dog or its usefulness in a par-
ticular breeding, A winning
record fsn't important at all.

Hy many. litters shonld a bitch
have? How old and hax young?

TJeffrey: The most any of
our’ bitches have had are three
liters and only one of them has
had three livers. Agewise ... we
feel that their hips should be x-
raved and their eyes checked, so
approximately two years old,
We wouldn't bréed anything
Koungcr than that unless we

ave ‘done PennHip on them,
which would allow vou to check
hips at a much earlier age. Max-
imum age would d:_-l:cnd on the
health of the bitch and how
many litters she has had, [ don't
think we would breed an older
bitch, for the first ume, as late as
we did lev,

Shauna: We had shovn ley
all her life, and when she got 10
be six-and-onec-half, we said,
“This is the best bitch we have
and we haven't bred her. We
are being pretty stupid here.”
Sao we bred her one tme to Ch.
Donnereign The Sovereign, a
dog that John Donner had bred
and whao is owned by Kathy
Baxter-Jensen. When we bred
to him he wis nine and she was
six-and-one-hall, so we were
breeding the geriatrics, sort of.
We got three outstanding boys
from it including Caper, who is
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Ch. Hobby Horse Nordic lee-
Capade, and his brother Ch.
Hobby Horse Nordic Ice Bear,
who is “Teddy,” and we have
both of them, The third one
Gail has, he is. Ch. Nordic’s
Hobby Horse Glacier.

We wish we hadn't waited
so long to breed her — I don't
think it was wise. They proba-
bly have more wrouble. That
may be why she only had three
puppies ... because she was
older. 1like to breed them when
they are two or three the first
time and then not really. past
cight years old. Also, none of
them needs to have much more
than three hitters.

“Kismet,” one of our two
faundation bitches, had three lit-
ters, She was quite an outstand-
ing bitch. Her name is Ch.
Nordic's: Kismet O'Cynosura,
She was Winners Bitch at the
SCA National in 1990, Jelf
showed her, She did have three
litters 1o three different dogs and
all three were quite nice. 1 feel
the first one was the best.

Qur other foundation bitch,
“Silver,” just had two liers, 1
don't like to sec bitches bred
four, five, six times. People
need o move on.

Jeffrey: 1 don't like to see
people repeat breedings over
and over and over again because
vou are not doing anything to
improve on what you have done
or improve your line. You are
just rehashing the same thing,
There isn't any EOim in repeat:
ing breedings other than o sell
puppies.

D you help {'wrrr' bitches whelpr?

Shauna: Yes, we are there
being busy the whole time.

Jelfrey: Wringing our hands
andl worrying.

Shauna: We help them
clean off the puppies an
hemostat the umbilical cord and
cut it off and then the bich will
alwa{:: chew it off a linle short-
cr. We never leave them unat-
rended.

Do you have to supplement feed
veny yomng fmpines?

‘Shauna: We tbe fed one
puppy maybe a time or two
once. Generally they have done
real well and we have not had
to. We would be prepared o if
we thought it was necessary.
We have been fortunate that our
bitches are good whelpers and
%uoc! mothers and have had suf-

icient milk and been able o
handle all the puppies that they
have had.

But when you did, yow would




fube feedd® Youe ddon 't bottle?

Shauna: Tube leeding is
probably better because yvou
really know how much the
puppy is geting. You can con-
trol it very carefully and it is eas
ier and faster than botle feeding
them.

I you have to do this, do you
Hhave a cerlain formula you wse?

Shauna: Since | have done
it once and it was quite @ few
vears ago 'm not sure if T used
Esbilac but I probably did use
that at the ume. There are vari-
ous homemade formulas that
vou can mix up. When we are
starting to get the puppies 1o eat,
usually abour twis-and-one-hall.
weeks, we start (o mess with
feeding them = we can’t wait.
We mix up this gruel with con-
densed milk and baby rice and
make this mush and put these
hittle faces down to . Iris so
funny to see them get their first
taste of something other than
mother’s milk. You stick their
mouth m it and they get it on
their tongues and then they look
up and go, “Oh, wow! This is
really good stufl.” (laughter) So
I have this gruel that I mix up
that Gail gave me the recipe for.

Do you wean the pupsbies yourself
o o you fel the biteh do 52

Shauna: Generally, we will
let the bitches wean. At about
flive weeks, the moms say,
“Okay. I'm not cleaning up
after them anymore. That's
your job!” By seven or eight
weeks the girls have pretty
much told them that they cannot
nurse at-all, At about five weeks
they start weaning them, We
never take puppies away from
the bitch. That is not necessary
and it is not good for the social-
ization of the puppy. They
should be with their mother.
We have it set up so the girls
can get away from their puppies.
They are not just wapped with
them. They do get tived of hav:
ing puppics swarm them all the
time.

At wohat ages o You enaluate
aur frptnes for petdshow quality?

Lllif{-r;t'}': ‘-"{'ﬂ: start I{Jok;ng at
them av about six weeks of age
but we usually evaluate them at
eight weeks,

And what are you looking for?

Jeffrey: Structure, head,
tailset, pretry, and if there are
any problems with them mov-
ing. In general we have found
that how they are at cight weeks
15 how they are going to be
when they grow up. It is kind
of hard but we v get them
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to move and see what they look
like coming and going and from
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the side,

We make sur evalua-

tion from that point.

a7

Do voue ever B fo eull?

Jeffrey: No. We have never
culled,

What showld & show fuepy sell
for?

Shauna: It probably varies
from arca to area. Just over
time they become more expen-
sive. Whar we sell a show
puppy for now is more than
what we sold it for when we
had eur first litter, 1 don't know
that there is any set price -
something that is comfortable
for the buyer and the seller and
it should reflect the quality of
the animal and the responsibility
and help that the breeder will
give the persomn.

Jeffrey: If someotie buys a
show puppy from us not only
do they get the puppy ... they
get us. It goes along with it
We will help them wam the dog
to the best of our ability, We
will answer any questions they
have no matter when they eall,
They are buying our cxpertise
and our knowledge, along with
the dog,



When you sell, do you srorimdlly
sell om tevans or cash only ?

Shauna: We have done
both, We will sell on terms.

How aboul mejﬁ'flff'l hack when
ik sefl @ batch?

Shauna: We have never
sold any bitches like that. We
co-own most of the show dogs
that we sell mainly because we
want to stay attached to them.
However, we don't put a lot of
stipulations. We have never
sold a bitch or placed a bitch
with a contract that says "you
must breed her % tmes.” Mast
enerally we don't want them
bred oo many times. There are
a few out there that when they
do get bred, if there is something
nice and it works out, we might
take one back but we don't have
any stipulations that you must
breed her and you must give us
so many puppies back. That 1s
asking a lot of people. Gail
never dealt with us that way,

Da Joit sl fret l)‘”{!.'jn”!‘f'.‘l with
spay/neuter agreenients L2

Shauna: Yes, and we use
the limited registration. Howey-
er, all our pet puppies are sold
under spay/neuter contracts,

Jeffrey: And we also, in our
contracts, require that if in any
timte of the dog's life the people
can't keep the dog - they must
return it to us.  We feel like if
we bring them into the world
that we are essentally responsi-
ble for them their entire life,

At what age should puppres be
frlaced in their pew fomes?

Shauna: Typically scven to
nine weeks is a good age. Some-
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Ch. Hobby Horse Nordic Kamea,

times we keep dogs longer than
that if it just doesn't work out
for a person to be ready. Butl
wouldn’t want to place anything
younger than seven weeks.
That's too young. They still
need the socialization of their
mother and thewr littermates,
What do you_feed your dogid
Shauna: We feed them a
dry product called lTams and a
fresh frozen meat called Biljac.
Actually, it is made here locally
in Medina County and is
becoming more widely available.

Above: Ch, Hobly Hore Nordic Karma.

I'm not sure just what the avail-
ability is. It used to be just in
northeastern Ohio but it is
broadening. We use a combina-
tion of those two.

And how important 15 died fo
reedstng this breed?

‘.’Aﬁuu:m: It is very impor-
tant. They need a good bal-
anced diet. They probably
don’t need as much food as
some breeds. They are pretty
eéasy keepers. They can become
heavy easily, especially the pet
ones. We always caution people
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to not overdo their feeding.
They can get along on less food
than vou would probably expeet
for a dog this size,

Jeffrey: You should be feed-
ing a premium dog food though.
Not semething you get off the
supermarket shelves. Some of
the puppy people - vou tell
them the food they should use,
but they don’t. They buy the
cheaper brands. If we board
them for a period of time, some-
times they come back and their
coats aren’t really good and they
are not good caters, They are
kind of picky: However, once
we start feeding them our food,
they start eating well - so we
make a subtle suggestion that
maybe they might want to uy to
feed the premitn food because
in the long run it is pot going o
cost them any more because
with the premium brands you
don't have to feed quite as much
since the dog utilizes most of the
food and nuoients whereas with
the supermarket brands they are
just feeding a lot of filler.

What about supplements? Do
you have fo give them any supple-
miends ?

Shauna: Not generally.
Onee in a while some of the
dogs that we ar¢ showing or
breeding I'll give a multi-vita-
min, such as a PetTab. Also, we
supplement our pregnant bitches
with caleium, a balanced calci-
um-phosphorous tablet, while
they are pregnant and while
they are nursing the puppies.
Other than that, we don't do a
lot of supplementation.




Hewe da you conelifion Jour dogy?

Shauna: We have nine
acres here,

That'll do it, (laughter)

Jelfrey: We have a two-and-
ene-half acre backyard that they
run and play in so they cond:-
tion themselves.

Shauna: Yes. The free
cxercise is the best, They can
run themselves a lot more than
we can. (laughter)

Jeffrey: When we were hav-
ing Tom and Andrea Glassford
show ey we kept her here, We
groomed her and did all the
work with the understanding
that if we didn’t meer their
expectations or requirements
that she would have to go with
them - which is what we didn’t
want to-do, At no paint in time
did they ever complain about
her grooming or her finess. In
fact, George Ward commented
to Tom and Andrea that they
kept her in such good condition
and shape = it wasn’t them, it
was Lis;

Jeffrey: But Tom fessed up
and said that it was her owners.
{laughter) So if you can keep a
top-notch handler happy then
you must be doing something
right.

Right. New when shawing the
breed, how much grooming needs to be
dmme or showld be done?

Shauna: They need a bath
before every show. We always
bathe before cvery weekend that
we are going to go out, and their
feet have o be trimmed up nice.
They grow out all kinds of
feathers that the English think
are lovely but we Americans
want to whack off.

D you wse scissors?

Shauna: T use shears, bath
thinning shears and straight
shears. to trim up their feet and
hocks,

What kind of shampoo and
Eroam rl;flg Joroclucts?

Jeflrey: We use Biogroom
Super White. 'We buy it in a
five gallon bucket of coneen:
trate,

You must zo through a lof of it?

Jebtrey: You got that right.
(laughter) That is essentially all
WE sE,

Shauna: It keeps their coats
in good condition,

Ane certain brushes or combs ?

Shauna; I have this black
Teflon comb that I ean't find
anymore, it's my favorite comb.
It 1s 2 widetoothed, long, abour
an inch-and-one-half length, that
I like to comb them out with.
Mostly, I just blow dry them.
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Jeffrey: The dryer is one af
the most important grooming
ools that you can have for this
breed. In fact, we do most of
our grooming with the dryer
when they are blowing coat or if
they just need a general brush-
ing. We won't brush them, We
use the dryer on them because it
is a double motor high velocity
K-8 I that parts the hair all the
way down to the skin so we can
get all the loose hair out,

Shauna: Then that's why
we have snow in July in the
backyard. (laughter)

Wiat about ther whiskers? Dy

yeu i them ?

Shauna: No.

Jeffrey: The standard says
that they should be shown with
whiskers.

And how do you kennel your
dogs?

Shauna: They are all house
dogs. They stay in the base-
ment when we are either at
work or at night. There is
always at least one that sleeps
up with us but the rest of them
stay in the basement. 'We have
4 % 6 chain Iink runs in the base-
ment that they stay in, and there
are usually two dogs 1o a run so
that they im\-c company. Then
we have some chain link pens,
four big pens; that we let them
out te just potty and then bring
them back in, and then the big
yard for them to mun in,

Can adult males be kept in the
same exerclse areat

Jeffrey:  As long as the
females aren't in season we can
run almost everybody together.
At least twenty of them can be
out in the yard together. Most
of them get along. There are
only one or two that don’t get
along.  Actually, now we have
one male split up from the oth
Crs.

Shauna: He's an old
neutered male but was one of
the previous princes so he can't
be with some of these younger
intact bays,

Jeffrey: But all of our intact
males can play twogether.

What advice would you give toa
breeder who & fust starting out?

Shauna: They need to find
a breeder who will be willing 1o
be a mentor, as we were foru-
nate enough to find with Gail
Mathews, She was able to give
us good quality dogs and helped
us learn why they were good.
What features about them were
mayhe less than perfect thar we
should try to improve in our
breeding. She educated us,
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Ch. Huobly Horse Novdic Gem,

helped us, listened when things
weren't right, encouraged us
and has always been there to
share everything with us. She's
truly a mentor and a terrific
friend. That's the ideal, il you
can find somebody like her, We
were forunite to find her. We
stumbled on her. We didn't set
out to find a show dog, we just
wanted a per and we got a lot
more than that first pet,

After finding a good breeder
wha can give them good dogs
and will help them they have to
decide that they really want to
be successful. Tt's a lor of work
and a lot of commitment. Other
than our careers, Jeff is an engi-

neer and I'm a scientst, this 15

what we do, The dogs are
everything that we do. This
entire place was built for these
dogs. It was arranged to make it
reasonably convenient for us to
work with them. We have our
house set up so that they can be
in parts of it. The whole yard
and exercise areas were set up
for them. We spend a tremen-
dous amount of time and money

v 30

uaining: grooming and going to
shows. Consequently, it takes a
lot of commitment. You can't
Just get'a dog and say, “Well,
okay, I've got a nice dog,” and
run out there and expect to win.

Jeffrey: You also should go
around and talk to the different

ople in the breed in vour area,

cally talk to them about the
dog. Get their opinions. Go see
their dogs. If yoo are going to
get into the breed you should
really learn about the breed.
See what people are doing, Sec
what is out there, See whao you
can work with, However, 1
think you should 1alk to every-
body.

What kennels do you consider the
Bt foday ?

Shauna: Certainly Gail has
some very nice dogs, Nordic is
one the very best kennels.

Jeffrey: Perhaps not as well-
known as it should be,

Shauna: She's well-known,
she's just not out there promor-
ing herself as a lot of people do.
I like a lot of John Donner’s
dags, Donnereign. We bred Icy



1o one of his dogs and looked at
several of his dogs when we
were choosing who we were
zoing breed her to. We nar
rowed it down to three, which
were all his (laughter) and then
chose one of them that he had
bred. I think Kipperic, Don and
Dorothy Hodges. who don’t
breed much anymore, but when
we started out and for many
vears they certainly have had a
fot of nice dogs. I like a lot of
Frances Power's Whitechiff dogs.
They are very different than
purs but some of those T see 1
like pretty well. It's hard to just
pick out, 1 see maybe more dif-
ferent individual dogs that 1
think that I like that dog or that
I like a certain family. Elsie and
Jim Shay, Elfenbein, have some
nice dogs. We often like some
of their dogs. We like the dogs
from Canadian breeders Pat and
Paul Cummins, Sancha
Samoyed. And the dogs of the
English Kennel, Annecy, Mar-
garet Wilcock and Robin New-
house. The Lensen's “My
Way" dogs are nice too, along
with the Trojans” “Mithril”
dogs. There are many good
kennels out there, toe many o
list.

Where are the majority of the
henmels? Are they all over the country
ar 15 there an area that & more promi-
nent than others?

Jeffrey: The Wisconsin
area, at one tme, had probably
the most but a lot of them are
geuing older, We are not that
familiar with what is out on the
West Coast,

Shauna: There are quite a
few breeders out there. We
have been out there twice to
shows. There aren’t a lot of
breeders right here in our area.
They have decreased in the last
few years, Bob and Pat Hritzo
were here, not far away, when
we first started — they have since
retired.  We had a lot of good
competition with them and their
daughter Kathy for a goad
many vears. Bob and Pat have
moved to Flonda now.

Again, advice for breeders just
starting oul,  Would you recommend
that they join @ local breed club, a
nattonal breed club or an all breed
club?

Shauna: They should join
the national club certainly, Our
club has an outstanding bulletin,
and The Samoyed Quarterly.
These are two very nice journals
that come out gquarterly. It is
important for people to get those
to see what people are doing
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They have good articles and lots
of picrures. [ love to read every-
body's ad. I read every single
ad.

Jeffrey: If there is a local
breed club, they should join that
tao just 10 get o know every-
body in the area. Because if you
know everybody in your arca
and you get together the compe-
tition is going to be more fun.

If there 15 a local all breed
club it would not hurt o join to
learn about different breeds and
learn how shows are put togeth-
er. We've been membiers of the
Medina Kennel Club for many
vears, and we have been show
chairmen for both the winter
and sumrmer shows, and obedi-
ence chairmen. We have done
quite a bit on that end putting
shows together. It's good to get
into that area 1o see what clubs
go through to put a show on for
all of the exhibitors. What it
takes to put a show together,
It's quite a hit of work to make
sure that it all goes off well. We
are also members of the West
ern Reserve Kennel Club.

Shauna: We feel that it i3
important to give something
back. If everybody just wanted
to go to a show and nobody put
forth the effort to put one on -
before long there wouldn't be
any shows to go to. It's remen-
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dous work to put on a show and
run a club, We've been all
kinds of officers. committee
heads, assistant show chairmen,
show chairmen, obedience chair-
men for many vears. 1Cs impor-
tant for people to give some-
thing back to the sport. Also, it
is worthwhile. You get to meet
a lot of other people in other
breeds, You'll learn more about
your breed by learning about
other breeds just in seeing differ:
ences-and similarities. It is good
for people to join all three of the
types of clubs.

Dio you feel that the parent cluls is
doing enongh to educate Judges and
netw breeders?

Shauna: They are making
mare and more effort.

Jeffrey: The more recent
serninars that they have had ar
the Nationals have been very
good. 1 was one of the key
resource people at the 1987
National and atended the semi-
nar where they talked to the
judges about the dogs. [ thought
the information they gave them
was very good, They are
putting forth very good effort o
educate the judges. More needs
to be done on educating breed-
ers. There needs to be more
education of the fancy as a
whaole about the breed because
there are a lot of people tha

v 1

have goten into Sam-
mys and become
instant experts. They
finish that first champi-
on and think they
know itall. A lot more
needs to be done in that
arca.

Ii there an ARC video
in the breed?

Shauna: Yes.

I it @ good one?

Shauna: Tt's quite
nice.

What aboul adeqiate
boaks of magazmes?, You
menfionied @ coupile befove.

Shauna: There are
quite a few good books
about Sammics. Sever-
al of them published by
Hoflin. We have a
shelf in the library of
Sammy books.

Jeffrey: Probably
some ol the more
important books would
be the Goodrich pedi-
gree books that have
pictures of the old dogs
and, if vou can find
them, some of the old
English pedigree books
that have pictures of
the old dogs just to see what
Sammies looked like when the
standard was written. [t would
be a revelation to many (o see
what type is. Anybody who is
getting in the breed, or even
people who have been in the
breed five to ten years, should
search out those books and look
at the pictures and see what the
standard was based on, then
look at their dogs and see
whether they have made an
improvement or taken steps
backward,

Are there changes fron the older
pctures t your dogs?

Jeffrey: I would say the
major difference is the quality of
the grooming.

Shauna: Yes. You can sce
very similar heads in the dogs
that we have oday and many of
the very carly English dogs that
were the basis for our specific
kennels, Hobby Horse and
Novdic, Type 15 one thing we
try to maintain and if you look
at the pictures you'll see that.
The grooming of them is a
major difference. The old pic-
tures looked like the dogs never
had a bath in their life and if
they did. they had no dryers so
that looks a lot different.

Jefirey: But just looking at
the structure of the dog and the
head you should be able o tell




what they should look Tike from
those old pictures and compare
i to what you see nowadays,

Shauna: Some people are
maintaining it - and some peo-
ple aren’r.

How lomg have you froeed here i
your predent Incation ?

Shauna: We've lived here
almost six vears.

And where die you meve from?

Shauna: We lived in Clin-
ton, Ohio, a small town nearby,

FWere you. both radsed fiere#

Jeffrey: We are both origi-
nally from Indiana. I'm from
Evansville and Shauna is from
Columbus. We are hbaoth
Hoosiers.

May we ask fioe old o e ?

Shaunai Oh, we are forty-
something. (laughter] We'll be
43 this year and we have been
married twenty years,

Ardd, Shauna, you said o twere
a saentist. Do you work-locally?

Shauna: I work in Cleve-
land at a company called Amer-
sham Pharmacia Biotech, I'm a
biochemist. I have a PhD in
biochemistry. 1 work at a com-
pany that develops enzymes and
reagents for genetic rescarch and
DNA sequencing,

Were wwere o erlicated ¥

Shauna: We both did our
undergraduate degree at Pur-
due, that's where we met in the
band,

What diiel you flay?

Shauna: [ played the siaxo-
vhone and Jeff played the
L‘t’cnch horn. Jeff got his mas.
ters degree in mechanical engi-
neering at the University of
Akron and I got my PhD there
and did postdoctoral work at
Ohio State, 1 Anally got a job
after many years ~ Jelf never
thought it would happen. 1
have been working for ten
VEars.

Anel, Jeff, you are an engineer?

Jelfrey: Yes. 1 work for
Babeock and Wilcox, T've been
there 21 years, BAW makes
steam generating equipment for
both industrial and unlicy appli-
cations,

Are they located in Cleveland
alio? '

Jelirey: They ave located in
darberton, about five miles from
here. So we live close to my
work. '

Are there any stortes about some
of your favortte Sawmies that ot
wwatled Ithe to shere with s ?

Shauna; In 1987 we went to
our first National, I showed
Sorvk and Echo in Brace obedi
ence, which turned out to he

Judge bent over 10
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quite an interesting and comical
scene.  They had just mowed
the grounds. there in New
Hampshire, but had left this
really long grass where they had
cut it. The whole time we are
heeling around, Soryk, who is
quite 3 ham and has always
plaved the crowd his ennre life,
15 picking up pieces of grass and
throwing it as we heel ‘axound
the ring. The only
reason he staved
close 1o me was
because he was
attached to Echo
with the brace cou-
pler. On the stand
lor examination, the

examine them and
Sorvk kissed him on
the face. The judge
stood up and said,
“He's a1 smart dog.
He gets an extra
point  for that”
{laughter) Then on
the recall 1 stood
there and he gave me
the signal 1o call
them - [ called them
and they came like
they were shot out of
a cannon, When
they got to me, Echo,
being the wonderful
obedience dog that
she is, planted her-
self right in front of
me and stopped.
Soryk, being the wild
man that he is. Aung
around  her and
around me and
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ended up wrapped around my
legs with the brace coupler and
stood there going “woeowoa! (o
the erowd, who are now on the
ground laughing themselves
silly! Jell was making a video-
tape and the tape bounced up
and down because he's Jaughing
so hard. Soryk has always been
quite ham.

One night. at our old house,

he scared us to death, We were
Iying in bed in the middle of the
might. “There was a lght on in
the kitchen — we hadn't left =
light on in the kitchen, Then the
light went off and then it came
back on. I'm like, “Oh my God,
There's semebody in there!™

Jeff and I crept out to the

kitchen and there was Sorvk.
We had one of those towels that
ties to the handle of the refriger-
ator — Sorvk was taking hold of
the towel, opening the refrigera-
tar door and letting it shut and
opening it again, | don't think
he ate anything out of the refrig-
erator. He was just having a
good dme.

He would alsa g0 in the
bathroom and tum the water on
in the tub and lev it run, He's
quite a ham.

Also, we have one dog who
iscan artst, s work actually
hangs in an art gallery, (laugh-
ter)

Yincve kideding.

Shauna: There is some of it
up behind you, He does “paw
art.” his name is Hobby Horses
Sea Biscuit. He is owned by a
lady named Ruth Westlake in
Bethany, West Virginia. Asa
Christmas gift 1o us, she had
“Biscuit” do paw art. She found
non-toxic finger paints which
she dips: his fect in. then he
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walks around on paper and
makes paw art. She works at
Bethany College and in their art
gallery hangs some of Biscuit's
work. (laughter)

How have the dags affected your
lifestyle?

Jeffrey: Qur vacations are
made up of going to dog shows.

Shauma: Our entire house is
built for them. This living room
and library are where they are
generally not allowed and the
great Toom with the leather sec
nonal is where they ave allowed.
With the vinyl floor and the
leather they don't get hair stuck
to everything. You just pick it
up or vacuum it. They have
affected us remendousty just in
how we live and they have
given us a lot of good friends, all
over the country, that we
wouldn’t have met. They have
given us a reason and an oppor
tunity to wavel. We show from
the Fast Coast, south and the
West Coast,. We have gone out
to Washington Stat¢ twice and
one of the Canadian Nationals
on Vancouver island. 'We have
gotten to do a lot of waveling -
with them and because of them.

What about dracebacks?

Shaunma: It makes it harder
to travel without them because it
is hard to get anybody to take
care of them, especially with as
many-as we have. We have so
many that it is difficult to leave
them. Sometimes my parents
will take care of them or we'l
board some of the boys and my
folks will take care of the rest of
them, We also have a couple of
friends who sometimes take care
of them for a weekend so we
can go somewhere. It's a lot of
work. They behave pretty well
for us bue it is difficult for other
people 1o keep them all straight.
I've come up with a good
method. 1 paint their inigal on
their head with fingernail polish
and [ color coordinate the ones
that can be together and ones
that go in certain pens or ones
who get some kind of medica-
tion or special food or whatever,
so that when somebody does
take care of them it is casier for
them to identify which one is
which,

Your seeret code. (laughter)

Shauna: Yes,

Has it all been worth if?

Shauna: 1 think so, We've
enjoved it a lor. We enjoy the
dogs. They are tremendous.
Their personalivies are just unbe-
licvable. We enjoy every single
one of them. We enjoy all the
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people that we have become
friends with. It has been ternific:

Do you have other hoblies, or da
they hasteally take all your time?

Shauna: They are most of
it. I play the plano. They are
the biggest part of our hobbies.
NMow we also have Alpacas that
we hreed = we haven't really
shown them yet but 1 think we
will ‘a little bit, The Alpaca
showing is not nearly as sophus:
ticated as dogs certainly, bur [
would like to do that a linle bit.
They are fun little animals.

How nany de you have?

Shauna: We have five right
now. Four females and a young
male.

Jeffrey: He's just a baby.
He's two months old.

How did you gei involved woith
Alpacas?

Teffrev: We were looking
for something else to do as an
investment to produce income.
They are more of an investment
and income producers.

Shauna: They area live:
stock investment. We wanted
something else: that we could do
here on our farm.  We had two
horses when we moved here,
but they both have died. They
were quite old. One was almost
35 and the other one was 23.
Our paswre and barn were
empty, and it was sort of like
how we stumbled upon Gail.
We stumbled upon some people
at the Medina County Fair that
were showing them, raising
them, and using them ag an
investment,

Jeffrey: We talked to them
for a while, and thought it was a
good idea to get involved in - so
we did.

Great. It there anything we
haven't pavered or any soaphoxes that
yout e ?

Shauna: We've been on our
soapboxes several times here. 1
believe we have covered things
that we definitely wanted to sav.
People just need to be careful m
their breeding and really try to
breed to the standard and not
just produce something because
it is something they happen (o
have and not tout it as correct oy
the best. Really read the stan-
dard and make a big effort 1o
understand the standard and
produce animals that fit that
standard and don’t try o mold
the standard inte what they
think, Tt is-already written
down. Either choose to breed to
it or go get a breed that fits more
nearly what you want. There
are almost 400 breeds in the

world., Surely there 15 some-
thing that will fit what you want,

Ohie thing I don’t believe I quked
you is what & the ideal temperament ?

Shauna: They should be
friendly. Caper has a tremen-
dous temperament, He is quite
dominant actually, and we sclect
for that in our boys, Most of
our bovs are feisty. We want
something that is outgoing, con-
fident, and friendly. Not all of
them are quite a5 cxuberant as
the three that happened to be up
here when you arrived. They
should be intelligent, -alert and
sweet, They have a sweet per-
sonality. They are often differ-
ent out in public versus at home
with just us. A lot of them, espe-
cially the more dominant ones,
when they are alone with us at
night and it is their um to sleep
up, let their hair down and are
different from when they are
with the pack or out amongst
other people.

What about with childven?

Shauna: Terrific! We don't
have any children and ours
aren’t around children a lot but
most of ours think kids. are the
greatest thing in the world when
they come across them.

Jeffrey: At the shows if peo-
ple come up with kids the dogs
all love to be petted by them.

Shauna: And they are fasci-
nated by babies. It always
scares me when somebody rolls
their stroller up under your

dog’s nose, but all of ours have
alwavs just said, *Oh. Hi.”
(laughter] However, 1 would be
afrmd. T wouldn't do thataf 1
was a parent. Formmnately, all
the Sammies have good temper-
aments and they seem to love
kids.

T ean't thank youw enowgh. It has
been a wanderful way for me to spiend
the evening. [ apprecate all the v -
mation you have shared and 1 know
all our readers will enjoy i,

Shauna: Thank you, We
have enjoyed it, too.

Jeffrey: Thank you. But,
you didn't ask about our most
fun wins.

Ok, tell me about them.

Jetfrey: The first one was
when Kismet won the National
in Birmingham in 1990, I han-
dled her. There were 145 bitch-
es total entry. We knew the
judge would like her because he
had put her up before, She anly
needed a point to finish. 'When
we knew he was judging we
held her out the whole summer.
[ made a point to have her
ready, conditioned, and
groomed perfectly for the
National - because she was
going to win it. I decided six
months in advance that that was
our goal — to go Winners Birch
at the National.

We got there and walked
into the Open Birch ring. As
they were writing down every:
body's numbers I looked down

Formiusm,
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at Kismet, She was just standing
there looking at me with her
eves bright and her ears up, She
was very animated. I asked her
if we were going to win today,
She looked at me. her eves just
sparkled, and she laughed at me
and wagged her tail and said,
“Of course we are gomg to win
today,”

[]m:uﬂ'h the whole Open
class of 40 or 50 bitches she did
not take a wrong step.  Every
tmie she would stack herself er
fectly. She did not quit baiting
or .m'-limtg The judge, Sam
Fizzing, gave her the (}pcn class
and her dmb]:m ‘Raisa” goi
thr{l in the Open class. Howev-

I knew it wasn't ;_quc yet
iJ-:_LunL we sull had :
ers in for winners, At lh.{: '1!1.;_-
cialty it was sirange because
‘lflu cach class win Lhr::. wonld
take a picture of the winner.
We had to go get our pu_lmr-
taken ht"[lJI". gomg back in for
Winners Bitch.

S0 we 2o in for Winners and
she did not quit. After being in
the whole Open class with 1o
L‘li{.dl\. i]h" Went ,\[r’!]ﬂh[ 1|'|_[r\;,,
Winners class. She lhdn t takea
wrong step, didn't quit showing,
She won that. When 1 walked
out of the ring - we were'in an
air conditioned civie arena — my
jacket was soaking wet because 1
had worked so hard, That was
a great win,

The second win was with
ley, Kismet's daughter. She was
seven-and-one-half years old
when we went to the Potomac
Specialty in Virginia. The judge
was Annie H:ch'lﬁ Clark. We
showed her in the Veterans
class. [ knew Annie would like
her because we had her shown
three previous times to Annie
throughout her career. We only
showed Icy to Annie four tmes
and she'd given her Breed every
time s0 far, The first time she
gave her Breed was when she
was not quite two years old,
She zave her Breed from the
classes for a five point major
over the number one bitch in
the country — the top “uu]:nlr
bitch of all time at that tme.
She won a Group II that day.

We took her to the spe d.,m]l\
as-a Veteran, knowing that
Annie liked bitches. She was the
only one in the Veteran Bitch
class so we won that of course.
In Breed, she sorted through all
the dogs and made her cut.
Then she brought the bitches in;
sorted |];|rnug|'L, and kept the
ones that she liked, In the show
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there happened to be
the curremt number
one and the top win
ning bitch of all dme
in the ring against
us.. After Annie had
made her cut and
was sorting through
the bitches to place
them in the order
that she liked them,
she came back 1o get
ley and had us move
down .and back.
Then she came up
and put [ey behind
the bitch who was
number one at the
tume. She sent che
twior of us around the
ring, judging on side
gait. Alter we got
back to our place in
line she put me in
front, then immedi-
ately flipped all the
bitches that she had
left in the ring so 1
ended up at the back
of the line, She semt
the bitches around
and stopped them.
She brought the dogs
in the order she liked
therm.

At this point,
peaple outside the
ring didn't know
what she was doing.
[ had it in my mind
that she had the
bitch that she liked
best at the end of the
bitches, which was
ley, and the dog that
she liked the best a
the front of the line,
50 she had them
together. She looked
at everybody. Icy,
of course, stood
there and showed
great! A friend of
mine had given me a
piece: of hot dog
which ley loved for
some reason, so she
was really on tha
day and sh owing. Annie pulled
her Winners IJm, and Winners
Bitch out and looked at them,
then put them back in line and
sent everybody around for the
last go-around, 1 watched her
the whole tme and knew exact-
ly who she was going to point 1o
- she walked down the line and
gave Loy Best of Breed,

Shauna: And she said, “My
Veteran Bitch is Best of Breed.”
Because the whole big line was
moving around it was kind of
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hard to tell, and of course EVETY-
body expected the ather bitch to
win becatise she was the number
one bitch at the tme: The
whole ringside was tittering
about what had happened, ‘|":Ju
could hear everybody chittering
away. That was fun]

Jeffrey: And we told her
that we didn't know if she
remembered or not but this was
the bitch that years ago she put
up Breed from the ..] tsses and
that she always put her up
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whenever she saw her. She
said, “Oh, yes. How could [ for-
get a face like that™ Every time
she put her up she always
remembered hey. And each of
the four times it was a few vears
apart,

They do Fave w senederfil feces.

Shauna: Weonderful.

Well, thank you agein.

Shauna '.u:d‘lﬁ[%r:-}': Thank
you.




