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HISTORY OF USS CREVALLE (SS 291)

The keel of USS @REVALLE (SS 291), 56th submarine to be launched
from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, was
laid on 14 November 1942. The 1,525-ton submerine of the GATO Class
of 1940 was launched on 22 February 1943 with Mrs. Una Gielow Fisher,
wife of Rear Admiral Charles W. Fisher, USN, as the official sponsor.

USS CREVALLE was placed in commission on 24 June 1943 with Lieu-
tenant Commander Henry G. Munson, USN, as her first commanding officer.

Initial training was accomplished in the Portsmouth, New Hame
shire, and New London, Connecticut, areas and on 1 September 1943
salled for the Canal Zone. The passage was made without incident or
contact and CREVALLE arrived at Coco Solo, C. Z., on the 9th. After
four days of voyage repalrs, CREVALLE made her transit of the Canal
on 13 September, and reported for duty to Commander Submarines Paclific
at Balboa, Canal Zone.

CREVALLE got underway from Balboa on 14 September enroute to
Brisbane, Australia. A fueling stop of ten hours was made at South
Seymour Island, Galapagos Islands, on 17 September. Another stop of
81x hours was mude on 26 September at Pitcairn Island for correction
of defects in the hydreulic system. The remainder of the voyage was
without incident and the submarine arrived at Brisbane on 11 October

1943. . e

On 20 October 1943, CREVALLE left Brisbane on her first war
patrol. Passage was made via Grafton Passage, the Inner Route, and.
Torres Strait to Darwin, Australia, where fuel and stpres were topped
off. TUpon receipt of orders from Commander Task Group 71, CREVALLE :
left for the Sulu and South China Seas on 27 October. P zg

%

About noon on 10 November 1943, CREVALLE attacked for her first
time when an enemy convoy of one escort vessel and three cargo ships
was sighted. After six bow tubes and four stern tubes were fired,
one hit was scen. Observation of full damage could not be made be-
cause of depth charging by the escort vessel. The following night a
750-ton Japancse merchant vessel was sunk by gunfire near the southern
entrance of Mindoro Strait.

While .atrolling submerged west of Capones Island on the Takeao-
Menile lane, a ship of the TATUKAMI MARU Class (7,065 tons) was geen
to come out of the mist at a range of 6,000 yards. An unfortunate
zig at firing position caused a change 1n tactics. Four torpedoes
were fired "down the throat" from 900 yards range. One hit was heard
and the target broke up. Two small escorts depth charged ineffective-
ly for two hours.
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Agaein acar Capones Island, just after surfacing, radar picked up
a ship steaming at 19 knots. A long full-power chase was rewarded by
having the target, an auxillary aireraft carrier accompained by a
MUTSOKI Class destroyer, make & fortunate zig and four hits were ob-
tained for the six bow tubes fired. The counter attack was success-
fully avoided. :

On 25 November a properly marked hospital ship was allowed to
pass nearby unmolested. CREVALLE's remaining four torpedoes were ex-
pended on a 4,000-ton unescorted cargo ship. Two hits were obtained
and the Jap vessecl sank shortly afterwards. :

. Passage to Fremantle, Australla, was uneventful except for a
single bomb, dropped close aboard by a two-engined bomber near Makas sel
Upon arrival ot Fremantle on 7 December 1943, Division 161 refitted
CREVALLE. , PR RO .
B ENIeat e “'17“‘{3;“ ool o :? LR : :,.
The first patrol lasted 49 days and the Force Commander’ credited”
CREVALLE with 20,815 tons of enemy shipping sunk and 5,640 tons damage:
Commander H. G. Munson, USN, commending officer .of CREVALLE was award-
ed the Navy Cross as a result of this successfulifirsggpatrol “““”'g"
R G U o S A
CREVALLE's sccond patrol was spent in:ithe South Ch ﬁafSea_fthezﬁ?
submerine getting underway from Fremantle' on 30 December-lQ#}}gﬁWhilgf
crossing the Flores and Java Seas on T January :en enemy RO Class ;gub=
marine was encountered. The naticnallty was.unknown upon plcking up
the contact and repeated attempts to establishjidentificationﬂnggpltgd
in the Jap sending the proper challenge.# Finally,-.as dawhﬁb?o&aﬁ&i%ﬁ%
R

4

was seen that the contact was a Jap.J*TWOjsterngtubes¢wgpé“firedﬁas
the Nip dove but explosion of the torpedoes before .they’ eir’.
merk spolled the attack. S A &

While procoeding up Makassar Strait  two: days-lafers,a

(5-ton) sail coat was stopped and sunk by 20$millimeter (f1re i3

period of 14-15 January 1944 was spent in plénting:a¥mine field¥
Great Catwick Island; which was accomplished; ithout, inc ntys

AT T TR e e ¥ i

Early in the morning of 26 Jenuary, radaXicontdc : le, ong
large cargo ship with a small trawler-catcher typelescortybutithe "3 4
usual predawn chenge in base coursethwarted. “datin. submergedrattack.’
A daylight end around was made 2nd

i
5 ;{L\;‘

, nd osition ‘for: attack was,gathed’gbou
1300, An unfortunate zig at the firing poink préventedktha%&?qqﬂd?ﬁﬁﬁ

attack but another daylight»end;afoundgyas,madegandaf}nal1#%&;;2206?
four torpecdoes were fired.in a surface:radar:approach *One .terrific s
hit sank the enemy ship in' three minutes . The "t 2
attempt to overhaul CREVALLE but.it’had:

5

Bl e e L R :',«gl SRt P R LAy Y ¥

Neer Alice Channel a 150-ton armedstug wes ensounteredfony 11%"% -
February and a surface gun battle:begari*immediately. » The, tughwas vwila
in its shooting and CREVALLE mensuvered to remainiout of effective Jar
gun range. A E-inch hit on the tug's;depth.chargesiblew'his;ﬁ;ezwfﬁﬁj
off and with the target also holed forward, 1t was left,in’a,burning .
and sinking condition. gl WS SR L e yo g
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Contact was wade with & seven-ship convoy north of Halmshera in
the early morning of 15 February. The convoy was tracked all day;
CREVALLE rema.ning on the surfece to do so. A night surface attack
wes made shortly after dusk and by that time two more ships had joined
the group. Nine torpedoes were fired for six hits in several of the
Japs. Evasion was attempted on the surface but remming tactics plus
numerous closec shell hits mede submerged evasion more desirable. A
reload forward was completed and the attack redeveloped on & large
merchantmen. A4 full bow salvo was fired but due to speed error, only
one torpedo hit. This apparently was enough, as the ship was seen to
sink shortly therecafter. In the ultimate confusion of attacking a
large convoy, full damage could not be observed but the commanding
officer of CREVALLE was of the opinion that only two of the enemy -
vessels got away unscathed. =

As gll torpedoes were expended, course was get for Fremantle and,
on the way, sevcral contacts were made and broadcast for the use:of
nearby subs. CREVALLE arrived at Fremantle on 28 February,,and'refit
was again accomplished by Division 161 : =

i y ¢ ‘..A.
N T

The second patrol was of 60 dags duration, )1 days of which ware
spent in enemy controlled waters. :The Force Commander credited .
CREVALLE wlth 14,801 tons of enenmy: shipping sunk and .20,000 tons dam~—j
aged. Cammendcr Munson was awarded a @old Star in Lieu of a” second
Navy Cross as o result of this successful patrol pa :

During the refit period, CREVALLE's former executive ufficer,
Lisutenant Commander Francis D. Walker, Jr., U3N, relieved’ Commander
Henry G. Munson, USN, as the submarine 8 commanding officer

The third war patrol, 1n the ’ #
began on 4 April 1944, The first contact was: gained onri < ofu
15 April and, after tracking the target, it was found to be»a smallf
patrol craft. Avolding action took place immediately #hy

"‘E’ BA . "&.,, R,

Whike patrelling &pproaches to Bdl&b&c Strait, a large.freighter,.
with two small sea trucks 1n column astern, and:one escortfvessel i
were contactecd on 25 April. - The seas wer flat’ calm and themag;
held off until the enemy group was in.25 to' 30’ fathoms: of water
Full salvo of torpedoes was fired from the. bow{tubes -and+ ;woﬁpits;.
caused the freighter to break in’ twowand sink; # The: smaller ffy~turned
for shoal water at high speed. ; The”afternoon’was" spent‘in avolding
search planes and, though several. bombs iwere -dropped;., none?baqged;‘
demage. Late the t afternoon, =) six—ship convoy*plus¢escorts§ﬁ§s4' ghted
entering Marudu Bay., e Vi : o oy -“ﬁﬂwﬁ o

CREVALLE's movemcnts A ducision vas made to attack the destnoyer t
interfered wilth CREVALLE’S movement. i, A decision was made*to attack
the destroyer but its erratic mane uvers .. prevenfed the attainmcnt of
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good firing position. A two-day unsuccessful search for the convoy
was hamperec by the presenoe of enemy planes which bombéd ineffectively

On 3 Ma,, while petrolling submerged, an approach was made on two
ships. Although high speed ruoning was resorted to, only a lnng range
shot could be made. Accordingly it was decided to end arounc = dark
and attack frum & radar submerged position. Three targets wer. pilcked
up and an approach was made, though considerably hampered by rain
squalls. Submerged radar approach was utilized and four stern tubes
were fired for twoc hits. Nothing could be seen becauce of the driving
rain. CREVALLE then surfaced and made an end around, during which a
tremendous explosion was heard and one of the pips disappeared from :
the radar screcn. Four bow torpedoes were fired on the surface at: o
the remeining tarpget (one had disappeared shortly after the first at-"
tack and the :zecond right after surfacing).. and the first three®tor-
pedoes missea ahead. The fourth hooked to.the.right' and ran errati-
cally. Furthcr attempts to attack were blocked by the target running
in shosal water lhside suspected mine fields. ‘j o ﬁ' ;

; ¥ "% ClaT i B

Late the ant af'ternoon, a six- ship convoy with an air screen’“ %
was sighted but it alsc remeined in shoal water. An unsuccessful,atmwy
tempt was made to contact it off Balambangan.Isl;nd ; ; G

s e e s g R

Eight ships were sighted early oﬁ”tne morning of 6 Muyf'
the entrance to Marudu Bey, and three more” were: seen coming up plus
geveral destroycrs. An approach was:started-on’the largest; ship, A w‘
a whale factory of TONAN MARU #2 type:: Due: to shallow,water,.numerous’
violently maneuverlng escorts, air: cCover, and glassy’ seas,\plansﬁwere
shanged continuelly but only in r sp h ' '
singled out for attack. gz

o ;&6 Y

As the =ituation cleared four turpeho é{were fired
factory for two observed hits plus & third*timed one. ﬂwTw_w ,
dropped by the escorting planes along the’, torpedo tracksvanq evasi'
tactlics began though the water.was:only. 24 fathoms: 1n¢pepth* “THE;f
‘counterattack was vicious and:continuous’ for :thirtyfminutesian - NUmS T -
ous close depth charges: caused considerable damagewf Finallyﬁtneweub—
marine bottomed at 174 .feet and all machinery was. se Ured except"hee
lighting motor generator. About 10 o telock™ it*was dLSCOVeredatha,j“*'
the Japs were successfully dragging grepnels down: CREVALLE'SWﬁ
and the sub immediately got underway and; pulled clear withou ;theﬁ»
suspecting the movement. A total:of:i6l'c %@v‘r
eeived during this evasion action' = = ¥ s “~':

Orders wvere received to pick up rofugee atvNegroéqlsland,pnd 3
this was accomplishediduring the pertod;of.9-11 May.:y A, totalﬁ%f*#l
passengers vwere taken aboard;. ranging from two: to sixtywxwo yearswe
age. Thirty-five of’this number: werg; ‘either, women: orychildreﬁpiﬁg !
both native and white. Four of the men*had: taken’ partiing the ‘Beath e
March on Bataan. The family of an American’ missionaryuwasﬁregcued and-
the husband, after seeing his wife. and children; safely below awent ; ;
back" ashore end joined the guerrillas i much.to.the aston- hmensg e

.UA
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Two suspicilous bancas were contected and fired upoh; The crews
abandoned their boats but no prisoners were taken due to the already
over-crowded conditions existing.

A Jap bouber broke out of the clouds on 14 May while CREVALLE was
approaching Bangka Pagsage and dropped a bomb before the ship was
fully submerged. No damage was sustained. Later the same morning a
six-ship convoy with five escorts was sighted and closed, but before
the attack could be made, a CHIDORI apparently detected CREVALLE.
Eight depth charges vere dropped which landed practicelly on top of
the ship. These caused extensive damege which knocked out various
pleces of equipment, including both gyros and the bow planes.. The
first pass of the CHIDORI was its best. ~Late in the afternoon cone
tact was lost and the damage repaired. Upon surfacing, the topside
of CREVALLE was found to be in & shamble. The passengers were terri-
fied during &ll this procedure. Bilges were full tothe floor platas .
in all compartments and 1t was the worst working over tnat CREVALLE 4
had ever received. L i % e .
The passengers vwere debarked at Darwin, Australia, where emergency
repairs were effected. A doctor reported aboard for passage tc Fre-
mantle but on the way i1t was learned that USS ANGLER's entire crew was
suffering from food poisoning. Accordingly ANGLER was intercepted and
the medical officer transferred to that submarine... - e S

CREVALLE arrived at Fremantle on 28 May 1944, and repair of the’
extensive battle damage was done by USS ORION and Squadron Sixteen
relief crews. ¥ . - P e * Tt

'.
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This patrol lasted 55 days and the Force Commandeﬁ&%redited
CREVALLE with 24,414 tons of enemy 'shipping sunk and 33,913 tons dam-
aged. The commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander Francis D. HWalker,
Jr., USN, was awarded the Navy Cross for. this successful patrol.

The fourth war patrol of USS CREVALLE was conducted: in' the South
China Sea near the northern Philippines and began when, the submarine
left Fremantle on 21 June 1944. She was a unit of & wolf pack with
FLASHER and ANGLER during this patrol; the group being commanded by
FLASHER. L 1 = e o

After clearing Lombok Strait on 29 June & sampan was éngaged by
gunfire using both 4-inch and 20 millimeters.. The 4-inch gun failed
to return fully to battery after the 18th shot but numerous hits had
already been made and the enemy vessel .was left well holed and list-.
ing badly. poie s mt e T Pl

g

At 0600 on 25 July, word was received from ANGLER that she 'was =
inccontact with a ten-ship convoy and steps were immediately taken to
close the enemy group. Considerable difficulty was  experienced in
gaining contact due to the presence of both land and ship-based enenmy
aircraft. Position shead was finally attained and CREVALLE gove for

e
-
v
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attack at 1340 -- then the weather began to interfere. A driving
downpour cut the visibility but, nevertheless, the approach was con-
tinued. A snaep set-up was obtained on & large merchantman and four
stern tubes were fired. Only one set-up was available and the range
guess was bad. All torpedoes missed.

At the time of firing, the poppet on #10 tube stuck open and water
began coming into the submarine in quantities. At the same time, an
aircraft escort carrier was seen close aboard with destroyers. Due:
to the uncertainty of the poppet casualty and the fact that the boat
started to broach, deep submergence was ordered. The Japs then began
an ineffective depth charge attack, dropping 32 charges. A second
attack of 20 charges was much closer.

Upon surfecing that evening, contact reports from the other mem-
bers of the pack aided in regaining contact. Attack was made on the
surface just prior to dawn and five bow tubes and four stern tubes
were concentrated on two of the larger remaining ships. . Two torpedoes
were observed to hit one of the targets and one seen plus two timed
hits were obtained on the second target. Both enemy ships were seen
to sink. Again the escorts closed, forcing escape at deep submergence
No charges were dropped but two escorts remained in the vicinity for
a couple of hours. : .

After avoiding this attack, a large cargo ship was seen lying to.
This ship had been crippled by FLASHER in a previous attack." Approach
was started, the timing being planned to fire while the two circling
escorts were on the far side of the freighter. Four bow tubes were
fired; two observed and two timed hits being obtained. Plctures were
snapped of the sinking ship. During this process, bombs ianded close
aboard and then the escorts raced over and gave CREVALLE a fairly .
close working over with depth charges. : % b L 5 -

Upon surfacing, FLASHER reported that she was out of torpedoes
and was heading for Fremantle. CREVALLE was directed to take charge.
of the pack. ; E : e

Eight ships and four escorts were contacted on the 28th of July
but the desired attack was folled by a lest minute zig. However, six
bow tubes were fired down the throat for two timed hits. The counter-
attack was accurate and persistent. The escorts dropped numerous
close charges and were not shaken off for six hours. 2

With her torpedoes expended, CREVALLE set course for Fremantle.~”
While making a submerged transit of Lombok Strait, a little trouble
was had with a CHIDORI Class torpedo boat but no attack developed.
The submarine arrived at Frementle on 9 August 1944, and refit was .
begun - by tho submarine r&pair unit there. :

This fourth patrol lasted 50 days a?d CREVALLE waé“credited_by
the force commander for the sinking of 35 enemy freighters totallng
25,500 tons. Half credit for one of the sinkings went O.FLASHER'

A
3 £
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Lieutenant Commander Walker, the commanding officer, was awarded a
Gold Star In lieu of & second Navy Cross as & result of this success-
ful patrol.

55-291 left Fremantle on 1 September 1944, on her fifth war patrol,
bound for the Flores Sea. On 11 September, while surfacing from a
routine trim dive, the ship took a sharp down engle and resubmerged
with upper and lower conning tower hatches open. The officer of the
deck, Lieutenant Howard J. Bluind, USNR, and one lookout, Fritchen, ¥
L., GM2, USNR, were washed overboard. CREVALLE dived to 190 feet with
a large down angle estimated at %2 degrees. The upper conning tower
hatch was closed at 150 feet and the ship was only surfaced by backing
full spesed. On the surface, Fritchen was recovered but Lieutenant
Blind was not found, though CREVALLE remained in the general vicinity
and searched the remainder of the day. :

It was pelieved that Lieutenant Blind lost his life while attempt-ﬁ
ing to close¢ the upper conning tower hatch and for this act of gal-
lantry he was posthumously awarded the Navy Cross,

The actlons of the officers and men in handling the casualty were.
highly commendable; this being especially true of Yeager, Robert L:, .
MoMMlc, USNR, who qulckly and correctly analyzed the dangerous situa- ‘.
tion and on his own initiative orderd the motors to back full. At this-
time the conning tower end control room were unable to communicate -
with the maneuvering room. For his initiative, Ysager was awarded the -
Silver Star Medal. E S TN ; R

CREVALLE set course for Darwin and after a hectic passage, during
which all hands strove to repair the damage, port was reached on the
15th., USS COUCAL escorted the submarine to Fremantle and, upon arrival
on 22 September 1944, USS EURYALE started on the emergency: repairs.

After repairs were effected at Fremantle, CREVALLE sailed for
Mape Island Navy Yard, San Francisco, via Pearl Harbor. She left
Fremantle on 22 October, spent 6-11 November in Pearl Harbor, and ar-
rived at Mare Island on 18 November.:

On 23 December 1944, Commander Everett H. Steinmetz,‘USN,:relieved
Commander Francis D. Walker, Jr., USN, as CREVALLE's commaending officer.

The submarine departed San Francisco on 14 February 1945, after
engaging in a week's services off Monterey, California, in connection
with aircraft anti-submarine warfare training under the direction of
Commander Fleet Alr, Alameda. Upon arrival at Pearl Harbor, the usual
training was completed and CREVALLE was ready for her sixth wap patrol.

Departing Pearl Harbor for Guam on 13 March 1945, CREVALLE began
her sixth war patrol. She arrived at the Marianas base on:25 March,
and there followed three days of specialized training. On the 29th,
the submarine got underway for the East China Sea via the Nansei Shoto.

e
R
S
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During the voyage & four-hour diversion was made in order to perform
life guard duty for a B-29 strike on Honshu, but her services were not
necessary. CREVALLE was ordered to join SEAHORSE and later BONEFISH
in in informal wolf pack in which SEAHORSE was designated pack com-
mander .

The period of 6-8 April was spent first in attempting to inter-
cept the Jap task force containing YAMATO and later in search for
survivors of the sunken Jap battleship. Though both enemy and friendly
plane contacts were numerous during this period, no contact with the
crippled enemy fleet or survivors was made.

» On 9 April, while submerged close to Fukao Shima, a trawler and
gub chaser were sighted. The decision was made to attack on the sur-
face with guns and a spirited gun duel commenced as 1t was found that
the trawler had as much gun power as GREVALLE. With numerous straddles
falling too close for comfort, CREVALLE dived and torpedoed the pilcket
boats which were delivering o depth charge attack. The depth charg-
ing terminated abruptly and the remaining set of screws faded out of
hearing. ', _ :

Shortly after surfacing on the night of 10 April, contact was
gained with two targets. An attack was commenced and three bow tor-
pedoes were fired for two hits sinking a 1,000-ton minelayer. Evasion
was made on the surface to the accompainment of a few wild shots from
the rapidly sinking target. :

The following night & torpedo attack was made on two minor com- i
batant craft determined to be PC boats. Three bow torgedoes were
fired but no hits resulted and evasion on the surface by CREVALLE was
wninterrupted. A torpedo attack was made on two picket boats on 16 =
April. - One was sunk and, in sinking, 1t came dewn practically on top
of CREVALLE. Upon surfacing that night a large crude grapnel was
found on deck along with some Japanese metal life rails and pileces of
zinc. In addition, one of the rungs on #1 periscope shear ladder was
sawved in two by the wire cable attached to the grapnel.

The perioddof 23-26 April was spent in conducting & special mis-
gsion in the Nishi Suldo Straits.

The entirc patrol was characterized by numerous contacts with
small shallow draft enti-submarine teams and night radar equipped Jap
planes. The only real ship contact was made on a large properly
marked hospital ship. -

CREVALLE arrived back at Guem on 3 May 1945,: where she was re-
fitted by Submarine Division 161 relief crews and USS PROTEUS. - The
patrol had lasted 52 days and the Force Commander credited CREVALLE
with sinking 1,250 tons of enemy shipping and damaging 167 tons by
gunfire. Credit was also given for a successfully completed speclsal
mission. The commanding officer, Commander Everett H. Steilnmetz, USN,
was awarded the Navy Cross as a result of this successful patrol.f
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CREVALLE left Guam on 27 May 1945, in company with SEADOG and
SPADEFIS§, on her seventh war patrol. This group, known as “Hydeman's
Hepcats, " was the first of three groups to enter the Japan Sea. CREVALL..

was part of the nine-boat wolf pack collectively called "Hydeman's
Hellcats."

Passage Into the Sea of Japan was made via Tsushima Straits and
apparently was undetected. Shilpping was allowed to pass unmolested
untll 9 June when all boats Btruck simultaneously.

On the night of 9 June, CREVALLE fired two torpedoes for two
hits which rapidly sunk an engine-aft freighter. The next morning a
single torpedo was fired at a tug, but due to the broaching of the
torpedo the enemy craft succeeded in awoiding it. I g

Three hours later three tubes were fired at another engine -aft
freighter and two hits sank him go fast that it was impossible to take
plctures. ’ S -:*3 "

The next morning a surface approach was mede on another freightere
and two torpedocs missed due to the target ship sighting another broach-
ing torpedo. However, & fasti end around, followed by & submerged at-'
tack, sank this ship with two hits out of two torpedoes fired

; ...WV
The next few days were spent avoiding anti-submarine vessels while
attempting to find where the Japs had holed up their ships. . Then, at "
dawn of 13 June, & gun action resulted 1n the sinking of - two Jep cargOr
carrying luggers. _ o J i

On 14 June, while making an approach on & coast hugging convoy,
two MATSU destroyers interfered. Three torpedoes were fired down the#
throat at the leading destroyer:but no hits were heard.. An. 1neffec~~
tive depth charging was avoided. The enemy destroyers persisted in o
their hunt and were not shaken off until six hours later R U

KT “31.\.‘?4 R ._1 "’; :
Several other submerged daylight attacks were unsuccessful:be~55%‘
cause of erratically running electric torpedoes.sTorpedoes’ were,scen
to broach in several cases, thus alerting the target 'ships... Ingthe i .
next to last ettack, a long range shot was necessitated by picking up
the target just after completing a turn away. from the coast and the -
fact that only stern shots remained. Three¢ torpedoes missed- the tar-
get and expioded against. the beach, thus, alerting the enemeescort o
vessels. A depth charge attack followed and, “after ‘coming.to perigcope
depth at the cessation of the attack, a destroyer and a low-flying.. -
plane could be seen searching dilligently.4 Seven hours passed before
CREVALLE could surface. After putting in a fast battery charge,- posi-
tion was gained shead for attack on the still searching destroyer..x%
night submerged radar periscope attack was commenced and“&.zig. at
firing point caused a down the throat shot' to be made- using thenlast
two torpedoes, loaded aft,’from a 600-yard range. - One torpédc:scored.

& hit and the enemy destroyer Vvas found 1ying on’ ita@side when OREVALLE




- 10 - USS CREVALLE (SS 291)

CREVALLE led the northern group out through La Perouse Strait in
the high-speed surface exit of Hydeman's Hellcats. The long trip back
to Pearl Harbor was made at high speed and on 5 July CREFALLE terminate
her final patrol, receiving a wonderful ovation as she arrived with
the Hellcats.

For this 39-day patrol the Force Commander credited CREVALLE with
8,500 tons of cnemy shipping sunk. Commander Steinmetz, the sub's
commanding officer was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a second Navy
Cross for this patrol. . =

After o refit perlod by Submerine Division 43 relief crews and
completing her training period, CREVALLE departed Pearl Harbor on 1l
August 1945 for Guam. At the cessation of hostilities-wlth Japan, :
orders werc received to join the tender ORION at Saipan.’ Thengson 1
September 1945, CREVALLE left Saipan for the East Coast of: ‘the - United*;
States via Pcarl Herbor and the Panama Canal. Upon arrival on the
East Coast, CREVALLE reported to Commander in €hief, U. S Atlantic:
Fleet, for active duty. By Directive dated January 1947, CREVALLE-
was placed out of commission, in reserve, attached to' the U.. S. *Atlan;,
tlc Reserve Flect with her berthing area at New London, Connecticut “.

Al
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USS CREVALLE (SS 291) was awarded the NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION for -
her first four war patrols as follows: 27 October to 7 December 1943;
30 December 1943 to 28 February 1944; 4 April to 28 May 1944 and 21, .
June to 9 August 1044, . }f,; _t_p ,:QT_

The submarine also earned four Battle Stars on ‘the Asiatic- "g_"
Pacific Area Service Medal -- one each for her first four war patrols:
T e

SUMMARY OF WAR PATROLS

Number of Patrols: -ﬂ 7

,
L
wf’ﬁ" :

Number and Type of Ships Sunk: 1 auxiliary aircraft carrier )
! 105 frelghters = A

tanker

freighter-transport:

mine layer ..

destroyer B4

picket boat #

submarine chaser

merchant vessel

patrol tug *

sallboat *

miscellancous *

* -- by gunfire)
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Total Tonnage of Ships Sunk: 113,780 tons
Number and Type of Ships Damaged: 10
Total Tonnage.of Ships Damaged: 33,306 tons
Special Missions Completed: 3

NOTE: All estimetes of sinkings, tonnage, and types sunk are taken
from the commanding officer's evaluations during the war patrols.

* % * * ¥

STATISTICS
OVERALL LENGTH 312 fest
BEAM 27 reet
DISPLACEMINT 1,525 tons
SPEED ~ 20 knots

* %k % R ¥

Complled: July 1951



