17 July, 1942

From; ccmmnding Officer YP-251,
 Tos Commandant, 13ty N;vnl Istrict,
Via,g

Distriot Coaat Cuard Officer, Ketchikan,

13th Naval District,
Subject, Var Diary . 4 July,

1942 to-12 July, 1942, inclusive,

at Ketchikan, Alnskg and

_ Set watches four on and foyr off, 1815, Ship
Jsland 1ipht abean, 1885, Rty Harbor abean, 1940, Lincoln Roe Lieghtutation
abeam, flew ship's cn1) latteors, 2120, tmnsiting Snow Faesage, with g

strong favorable current, 2545, rounding Helm Roc) Lirhted Tuoy in Sumney

Strait, Westher food, viaibt]ity

excellent, Heyq genoral quarterg cach
ﬂ.td’.

5 July, 1p¢2
oo Ceneral Quarters, stopped ang identiried the fishing boat, wagna II® of
Ke off Beauclere Light, 0215, Point Sts Albe

n8 Buoy abeam, 0342,

shipls ca1j letters, 0345, get course

on B30 degrees magnetie, 0445, pens Quarters, vy, s, Navy plane passed
Overhead, exchanged signale, notified Quay by flash

engines to repair broken generator belt which ed by water leaking
through maip deck into fugine room, Drifting 4n outer patro
80 that overy tims you 8¢9 an engineer on deck, that he, wan
Sowmething or another,) 0926, genoral quartars, identirieg UeS, Nayy Plane on
ORree 225 degrees true, Notifieq QUAJ by t1ag messagge, 1100, (engings re-
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"30000, %o 0350, Grifting with all engines and suxilliaries shut down, 0350, undeye

Wy on gige=geg coursos making good 120 degrees magnetiss 0600, paking good a gourse

oL 360 dogroes magnetio, 0650, general quarters, all batteries manned and yro

4n £8 geconds, 00, reduosd spoed to £70 RY because of hoevy spray over bow, She
thought upperrost in tho minds of epoh man on board ia the total edbsence of alrorary
sad surface oraft, s all foel that onemy submarines eould oporate in schools here
without fear of deteotion, and at the same time we are amare of t'e vast areas to

be patrolled, All hends are vory ksen for some sort of ection. 7The vessel rolls
much and is most unoonfortable, 1t 4a apparent that moat ship's work will ‘have to
be done in port, As 1% takes fowrteen ren b general quertere stations and w have
& orew of sixteen, we wil) be doing well Just to stand watohes and maintein the
patrols The orew has been instruoted ¢o koep all thoir olothes on in the nipht, end
. undress only in the daytine, Our yest period will have to be during the dey,

‘added alortnees st nighte 1010, sighted U,:, Yevy plane about three miles bo po

flying low and towards Forrester lelends Mo rade no attenpt to ‘ddentify ua or be
identified, Some day, one of them wil} €°% a dlaet of shrapnel for oertain, totified

QUAJ of presence of plane, 1015, in My oabin writing up the log when Uiniip

N, COXQ

in charge of the watoh rushes into Py oabin end reports the poriscope of e submarine
on our starboard bowe All hands are a lready at battle stations, About 1000 yards

€0 degreos on the starboard bow is what sppears to be en upripht floating pile, It
is vory steady in apite of the swoll and the thought cocurs that it would be a pere
o848 disguiee for o poriscope, espocially in these wnters, With the Distriot Coms
ander's words 4n mind as to the presence of emny submarines we cannot take any
chancese We head directly for it on elg=zag ocourses, with half the gun erew in

diemetere At Joast the boys axe mo longer enshy end it Jap boen good for all of thém,
They had the matn battery godng 1liks a mmohine gun, and the problem hore will be to
slow them dowm. Vo are all o lttls sad about the ammunition, but 1 foel that it was
woll spent, Notified QUAJ of ¢le gunfire, as it mey have been heard by Yorrestor
lsland, We have learned mueh by this mornirg exporiences Lven the engineer below

bas hed his bit of oxoltmert while waiting for s me retaliation from whatevor wo

roady

lie Wo need better signals to control the firing, wotil wo oan got the sound Powored

tolephones connected,

S¢ The Commanding Officerts station sust bs on the top of the Pllot house whore he
onn got a better view and also oontrol the after battories, A spoeking tubs to

the pilot house should be installed,
6o The £1£ty calibors ere & vory potent weapon against surfese oreft,

. 7o The £ifty oalibore when £iring at surfuce oraft pust 7ot bo allowed to fire across

the ship, 1t &4 dangerous to pereonnel on tho opposite machine gune
8y that owr sterboard backstay has been shot e atly W-.
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1200 to 1600, underwey on eourse 90 decress magnetis at 200 RiY, 112, obenged corses

to 105 degrees magnetios 120, ohanged course to 135 degrece magnetios 1615, o

Sowrse to £60 degrees Ragnotie, 1715‘ irteroepted plein lancnage mossege on 2570

from some tanmry to NNJ en followsy® gubmersine Periscope sighted ofp Cape Addingbon
- abovt @ thousand yerds off the bteseh, There s mo doudt about 1t, 1t g9 o sulmerine®,

1718, Froeeeding at top #peed towards Cape Addington on eourge 3110 degrees magnetio,

od submarine position off Cepe Addington end xlgeraging over arens Engineers have be
80 eoming up for the pest hour telling me that the engines should be sbopped go that 4
we ean clear the bilge pempe, but Somohow wo lave kept ings Eeve hed several non

bad
to de stopped to clear the bilges, stopped and drifting off Addingbon with 11 aux-
$11iaries shut down and listening for enemy diesels, Thore 34 8 possibility that
he may be. taking water oF £w8l 4in one of these Gaves and will attempt to sueak out

on this assigned duby. Sent gix ®an in the bilres to ball out the water from
forward to aft ee thet it ean be Ppedout with the hapd Pumpe  There 4s so muoh
081 in the bilges that the galley tables mnd deek are filthy with fit, Rhat a moss,
the water 1s leaking tadly tnrough the stern bearing due to the whipping of the
shaf§ which 45 slightly out of 1ines ihat o yefief 4t w11l bo ot to bave to worsy
sbout the engine, 000, Searching all the coves in end arouwnd Cape Addington on
the supposivion thet the Bubtmarine Eay be taking water horeadouts, Thig partioular
89etion of the sonst han hundredg of ooves where on eneny ocould be refumled witiout
obed

P
Yo operate §2,,06, e also had fdentifieation oards This men should be invostipated
forther, acted rather dumd - perhaps too dumdy, 0815, sew Yo Lene stopping anotheyr
trolling boat off Addington, o hesded wost fron Cape AMdington on sig=tag courses
keeping elose weabon for roported sutearine, 1000, Searching erea 15 rdles dus weet
of Cape Addington, exoellemt visidbility, Mo redio ocmmunioation, mssure thes there
s a radds 8ilence on, 1015, engineer sgain reports that the bilge pumps are ologped °
md that we mmgt stope Stopped the ship snd sent eix men dom to bail and oloay

18 of water through the stern boaring and the ongincer says we Jut oan'y o oy
longer than another hour op twoe Decided to €° into Steanmboat Bay and got vessel 1n
hape, can's be 8%opping every fifteen ninutes when we are searohing for epery sube
';:’Dtlo ::00, hosded towerds Steaxboat Dey, 1300, received rudio Dessage from QUAJ
ia AMRID

n
underwey on slg=sag courges making towards Cope Addington, sharp lookout ke pt
r oubmarineg,
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e was in same ares thet afternoon and believes that the roported sube

rarine was o goa lion

% resuww patrol,

¢ Bo sald that thirty or more trollers hed beon trolling 4n
that vieintty all Qsy without sceing anything suspioeious, Inolined to doubd

that 1% wes & subearine and motified QUAJ to thet offeots 1150, finished with the
bilges, all hands Paking a shower ashore at the esunery

Froparatory to going to amoa

- 0030, meesage on redio fyom WX which we are unable to properly revesve, Sent & man

the message on Mie sete 0112,

BOAes® Feosived and dsoiphered, Messsge states $tat & subvarine was bozbed by a
: X this aftermon, Timt 1g preotioally the seme opot in which we -

terdey, 0115, underway on sesrch,

ing of swbrarire on ohart §6002, Dizon Entrange to Cape

llotted position of bLombe
8te Elies, ™o the northe

apia rently was Foconoitering the dsy before

also try to reach some cove there, All hands ot goneral

alongside for orders, Urdered
search patbtern working

towarde the morth, Fough sess and rain, 0900, Canadian mine svooper joived seerch

taking etstion two miles on opposite beam hoading on eastorly leg of pattern. Courses

and given by flag hotet. 1000, 8poke Cenadisn mineswsepor and exohanged in-
thing of velue, Changed ocourse to morth, 1020,La nedian mine-

he soutinmrde D14 not deem 4t advisable to transmit information

formation, learned no
Sweoper departed to ¢

eonverning the mineswe

Bave evolved o search pattorn which eoams worth Sryinge
Squares steering fia exsrple, four miles east, then four miles north, then four

miles Mel}:, then sim mi

&8 W g0 alongs The

Uolmutontthonunorao

eper to QUAJ over radio, 1t rey be of valus to the onery,

Tho mothod 18 to make

les gouth),then six miles oasd and a0 on, enlargdng the squares

on the ingide of me on all

Uresety 'as she has a Matening dovice, This avems & ood way to use both veasels
0 this wonner wo oam alweys surround the original search ares

90
to best o I
and

wo wil

without trace of wree
informetion of KREID,
fierce, mos
Lane that we would w
£000, position Ralph

1 eateh him on our next oirole, 1

Should the submarine be on the ineide of me my moisy engines #1111 drive him in
where the Yo lene osn piokhimup\dyh bor lgtening devi

ooty &hould the sulearine
doubt Af ho wi]) attempt

has been below for some time slrendye 1700, soaroh arsa ocovered
lnge ~ notified QUAJ, As the rost of our mssages are for the

i relay the messages through her,

t of the men sea~siok, soveral tou
rk porth to the shallow area given
ten, 2100, changed oourse, Yo Lene

This veseol rolls end pitohes
gh pasess 1000, notified Xp

on the small soale olart,

500 yards distant, l'ecided

have & 1little battle Preotice to ses how vessels work together, Sounded goreral
emorgency pemphtt and going into a sig~cege Tlo ko Lane

qurtors and hoigtod

bohaved nleely, following right along at

oalled the MoLane alo

sigmals we would we for the nighs, 22
ttorn, ehenges of ocourse rel

e )
night by dlinker,

ngeide end gave night ordors, alaso

battle stations, geod tommork, 2110,

oheoked as to what omerpge:::y

15, resuned soerch sourses, following .tho
syed to kelane during the doy by flagho at, ok .
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0100, esignalled Mc Lane to change course to north true, Low visibility throuyhout
the night, weather rioderatinges 0400, Mclane called on radio telephone and requested
eourse steered, ' Her Corsnanding Officer stated that his oompass was not correot,
Gave her our sourse since 0100. 0l430, fimed ship's position by gpood bearings of
Hasy Islends. Changed course to 193 degrees true to locate MolLane. ol)i5, sighted
" MoLane on port bow, 0505, U.S. Navy plaue passed overhead in direotion 330 true, !
"Hotified QUAJ by flesh. 0510, resumed search with MsLano on the port beam heading '
- for the shallow gearch ares given on chart §#8002. Course 180 degrees true,
0800, position Bara eight. 0850, MoLene seen to be out of formation and aoting
strangely. About-ship end towards her at top speed. General guarters, standing by
for redio message, 0930, within one mile of MoLane, stopped engine and all auxilia-
ries so as not to interfers with Nolane's listening devices. Sent signal hoist to
NMoLane notifying her all engines and auxiliaries stopped. Molane hoists eme rgen oy
pennant, 0950, NoLane signals thateshe had good submarine oontact. ile are keoping all 1
. engines stopped and have put over e 750 foot drift leed so as to determine speed and
direction of drift, 1045, ¥olane alongeide and sald she had good submarine ocontasot :
and dropped depth ohs rgo which did not explode, Sent urgent notifioation to QUAJ and '
asked RNRL sto standby for messages from us. Ordered Molane to continue mearch of
ared while we drift and maintain a check on the original position of contact, all
engines and auxiliaries stopped, battle stations. 1140 asoertained drift to be
360 degrees true and about one knot per hour, light to fresh southerly wind and ’
1ight ehop, westher fmproving. 1325, sent brief summary of events to QUAJ es urgent
priority traffio. 14,00, MolLane alongside and we gave her information that the ori-
ginal contaot position was five miles due south. She proceeded to that position and
continued search, 1600, proceeded to porition of Molene eight miles due south,
1615, U.S.Kavy seaplane passed overhsad bound due south, exchanged signals. 1720,
another Navy plane joined search. 1720, MoLane ocoming up astern. 1730, KoLane
astern of this vessel, 25 yards distant, went aft on poop to talk o Comnanding
Offioer of the McLane. Commauding Officer of the Molarne says that Lo had good
ocontact 1-1/2 hour ago. I understood him to say that he had dropped four depth
charges and that they did uct explode/ 1735, air-driven torpedo pnssed between
the bow of the Molane and the stern of this vessel. A stream of air and water like
& tall feather about fifteen feet in front of the Molane., Full shead, wheel hard
loft. Ne were lying in the trough with the wing dead abeam on our port side. I
noticed that the torpedo oame direotly downwind, Wien the ship had passed through
180 degrees (she wuld then be on the torpedo line of beuriny) 1 swung direotly up
into the wind about 100D yards when & poriscope popped up momentarily almost direotly
shead a ship length or so. 17,8, dropped depth csiarge set at 150 feet and released {
smoke bomb st the same time to orll Molape's attention end also planes, Put wheel '
full left and before.the vessol had passed through 180 degrees of her turning
oirele the vessel hit some object with & heavy jar amidships, A fif teen foot patoh
of oil and bubbles visible. 1800, dropped sanother smoke bomb and McLano oeme over
position end dropped seweral depth charges. 1817, largo heevy explosion shook ship; -
1830, dropped float with red fleg to windward of deptholarged area. MoLane listening
at point of oontact, this vessel oirecling MoLane neveral miles distant to drive
submarine into srea of MoLane. The engineer was Just up, says thut the engines will
not stand the strain of turning over 340 RFM instead of her regular. 288, e have
been turning that during this action -~ alowed her down, Thank heavens we left the
Pllot house control on her in the shipyard,
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ann.NYh . 06T



-
.
T

e
W‘Dwto:-hmmmuumm M $hie. veseel ,Thay ono. deeentt shipk ot the
IMQnun;nmx”:mem potty. o tt:‘n .W;ﬂ;.thobnmﬂhﬁlﬂt--v-..-
Whvn W :000dhd- 100~ lnk. fo; wibhing, mwm{».:cnnin&.mn dopth ohirges, T
:uxwmhg:;mb;‘?;mmwm;?nc Shirty. :ﬂnz ond wma. po .donbi‘g:-tﬂnt;
WY Shen i g, i vovAnd $axget nod xlght o re. N
it P E bar RS fortm e irere.

I
!

e dedn mn.-mxm:,y.mm-w oS bhe stwol, -the ol zalmn and 3 olf,
2% sowded whsw;mmmm «:0pd: 44 about thirty deprese on the . about
40 P00 . in.90lor and moving slomly to the starboard, After
soeing the other one, thare is po mistaking 1t this time, Belm put full over richt
and when Supposedly righe: Prihet lot go depth oharge at 150 food dopthe 9tood avay,
. dropping emoke bord on postion, so that Nolene oould depthoharge same eren, 1950,
Yoy enve- irgtdetthaharpey Axipastern over pondtion #0d bringipg vp rrch @4l end
Mitded Jothia: Yossed Ronivt.ptoot oL %o, olvole srey ehoyt. the 1'Clang sevpral ki les
. S%bwatty POLO . pomond plane, arrived on mm,hxmutmh Both ;vw;gh £ross. and

L ] md 3388 ot Lay 4, oheaga b e Crurse da S0, ey Bud sl sy L v—.]
ifioation B30l 63 vu wesq iy by phye WEIN s W a b 0 ar yon st Pradad LA
dogroes Lrung 0211, vomouny m.:",“lv.nld;a!;vu.‘; B Teve Tl oy alon 3lenn), (len
0al) for ¥clonn Iy rhmnoto s ber 44 .«-i-'l.u.ﬂ,e‘l. e i, Aty LUy b o Tag TR j “u
péentved dismbol . fpom Q‘JM;;M.LW”,:MWQ-M bsn pighted by p ve
mLlen Worith o Gnpe um.‘:w Jor one vesnal o proged amd
¢ ,

v fnod Hokamy Ao o Csrmney pnd Anvestigaton by g ;_tubi.,#\ii.ﬁi-f yton~
Rvig Wwrives, iRhare s wvory rearon to balieve that we have -destroyad tbc..cuh&.riy N
Bn %bim arwn fend we wid), aontinve %o patwl,, The weather.4p five &4 pledt and we |,
R40-002 0vo2 Ahenren At haVtle atationy a1 ke ia Qri,h'gﬁ Frabad Lﬁi that thery
hmmm.jhb.ow I‘hz&imf.d;w,-pmun; ATPg -V Bllity o 'o.izw‘ mo,
Bigee of wraokegn, .owa..-.,nas.m.nm;tm dow qvazkwad end o4 Q that o
EIArge omany ‘ubraring . wes Gurfwond doe woay and o £ollow. bin, Ohag _D9\ireq Vo
ot Wt mpd £011owed Plano, ‘westher Ling id 10lear, nea, emaothe Hotified QiAJ of
WwopIry and ;thatt ye. wore Proceedingy 0600, arew £4%%dug vp Rore swnunition Lfrom ¢ he
Dedgacine wnd opening ceteqs 0700, Plangy Mw,.htdvd dus w98t avd was no longer
:mﬁm\pmml doxy sending w.fm.aim.g;'}q ofs Ihig 81 Al wan repeated
B read Wy Ahves of -bhe orew 08 thig. weadel), 110K P signaof planen, « IATANGS .
Sme198g% 4. QUA -and ontimed on.couree of weste Wte of th e weikt o Aim b
‘ : . dNiean,y i'h-,o_r_n‘_h Pretty worn Lot
jberting s Jeph . bolow Tor akoat teur dayps, . I, havy nedg all $he - cunvers . tury &, .:
‘Shoy will . noed @ gt :band.and oye, . Ngvey gty eush e fichting bunok, gan'y ot
chhe.¢ook bo 0voky.or -.»mm.'g.»;um,zsgm li;mg.to be 3& .tbg_lr,iogmx
Cwarbore .otationg, Jlinve »tapted to cipesag os the ‘rn;!xgr 15 fine §n Q}qu omd, the &
ooty ’ltaoubem@wmw@tmzxqq woat of the 0o &, end £hy obean biokg
rebty Mg and lovely a1l wq don't foel quite 4 f;ouc.fn thout the plane, Everyone
wishes the sub would show up 80 w could get somo s loop, 1250, received dispatoh
ordering ue to return to original corbat ayea. Koversed course and wemd to sloep,
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" hunted instead of the hunter tonighte

. 1fleation signal ae we were sbout to fire wpon an unidentified vessel hoaded 120

. o gree s, T . e . 3 . S b ety .. . . e wrwt w *
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1600, boys onlled 2w for suppere they are putting a gold star on the foromast, +
They say one for every submarine end are very enthuelastio, Said mothing, let them ¥
have thers ster (end koep it polished)s 1800, Feceived dispatol: from QUAJ requosting
full veport on acstivity and present position, 1930, sont dlspetoh to CUAJ for ine
formation of HRFDeR100, Us:olavy plane paased ovorhesd headed 60 degreecs true, Sent
flash to QUAJ, R130, sent dispatoh to MRMD inforrdng hin that we heve reburned to

patrol area and to sond us hie ponition snd eny other motion inforxations £200,

geverel quarterse €300, received dispeteh from QUAJ ocongratulating us on good work

and asesuring relief tomorrow, lead conpratulations to the orow at yustere All l.ands

will be plad to get in no ons bas had there clothes off for deys end ! have boen in

¥y oabin only to geb into the aafe, €315, Abesm Cape Addington and headed towmrds
Forrester Island ab halll ‘spaed, Batble stations throughout the night, we may be thw

11 July, 192

Dey comes dn patrolling nrea bstween Forrester lslard and Cape Lartoleme. 0305,
sighted .Jow dark vessel without lights on a southerly oourse and ebout six miles
disteant, Full epeed ahead end all gune wamed and reedy. 0310, unidentified veseel
drawing ewsy from us on course 120 degrees true, gave her idenbifioation aignal
without getting roplys Called all ships and stabiops to stend bys Called )lelane on

the radio and instrusted bor to ohangs ber course to 300 degrees true and give idenbef)

degrees trues 0315, vesmel ahond swung ebout and gave i1dentification eignal, Clese |
eall for Volane - inatruotod her to procesd. The lookout, CLIFTIN, AeSe sighted the
KClLane about six milee away at night whioh was good worke, le is the led who has
not eaten for sbout eix days on sdcount of seasioknoss, 0800, all quiet the peat
four hours, choppy sea and smsll swells losition fifteen miles west of Forrester
Islande 1 am proud of this orew, not & man bubt who did his very best through 1t alle
It takes all hands to man our battle stationse First thoy wore &, hours without sleop,
then thoy ell wont into the bilges for four hours end then enother 72 houre at
battle stetionss Bone of the eon-siok ones had to be assisted on deok ab tirese The
antios of our two comedians, Bauer and Ililtunen did & grent deal to loep up the
spirits of the orews They clowned conotently at the B" on the foresmstle hoads
lartioularly commendable was tholr motions os we were heading out to sea to mceb
as they suppogod, & large enemy submarine with suporior fire powers It pever
bothered them a bit me they lugped up oase aftor cage of 50 oaliber mmmmition,
Ope would have thought that we were a heavy oruiser from thelr conversation. :
0C30, weportod positio). of vessel ns Gerald nine, standing north ebout fifteen miles
southmoat of Forrester lddand, 12006 received dispatoh from \UAJ inetruoting us
to yoturn to port at £O00 tonipgits Ueneral quarters. £000, hendod for home from
E:oition Issno nine, should be in in the morninge Sharp lookout throughtout the day

4 the doys rerove the gold star from the mast and instruoted the orew to keep
ellert as to the events of the patrol, unbtil instruoted othorwise by the Lictriet
Comranders 2300, mot )'Clane off Cape Chaoon and learned that we still have four lours
of patrol to do, ebout chip and hoaded back to patrol ares off Lusons WE'd all 1ike
%o gob in and got some sleep,
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000, Patrolling west of Cape ifugon, 000, relieved of patrol fiftedn *lee vest

of Cape Mumn, hoaded for Ketohikan repaiy bases 0600, Cape Chaoon abeam, o/c

to 352 degrees true, 1115, roint ¥o Cayty ebeem, 1315, $ied up at City Fleat,
Kobohixan, Alaske, 1320, reparted to Plstriot Coszander end was informed that

orew was to be allowsd sshore and that thig was to be oongidored our in-port period,
End of patrol, hore and turncd in, The entire patrol stil) Sscwa like gome fantastie
dremn,

~ ADDRNE -

Y wish to desoribe the sseron pattern whiol wage followed by the tmo vosools and

which Sucoeesful in this inetance, It 14 poerilcularly applicable where but -

. One wessel s equipped with lstoning devioey It oconsigts of making evor-wideny
squares, Sormenoing from the Suspooted position of the subrarine, The vesesl with
the latening devige takes station ong oF more mllos on the ingie boen of the vessel
without the dovioce tnd r.reins one-half mile or more astern, 1ho moise of thoe out~
side vessels Propollorg will drive tho subniarine iy or out of the pattorn belng madeg
1f the submarine heads in, she v 1)1 be pleoked up by the Ustenlng deviceo of the imeide

ads :

Nobes There 18 quostion which one wil) porhaps ask,"why a14 tie sulmarine not leave ¢
the area during those thirty houre", I beliove that the answor lios in the 9xsnination
of the tw oharts of the areae The smal} voalo ohart §6002, Dixon Entrance to Cape

the eearch, 3 later and olose oxenination of smother chaxrt, ihe largo scale chart
{8152, dieolosos that there 18 no guop shallow spot ard that the emall goale ehart
is in erroy, 1t rey be asgumed that the Subuarine Wwas oporating on ohert (6002 and
that he wns Boarohing for the 92 fatlom spot when ho wus ooutacteq, This ouuld

T\
€01 conFIprNTIAL Int Tndorsemant Ketchikan, Alaska
L 20 July, 1942
Fromg District Coast Cuard Officer, l-’otchikan, 1%th Naval Mstrict,
Tos Commancant, 1%th Nayasl District,

1o Forwarded Attention is inviteq to the contact report, The
IMSl'hu teen uwrougﬁjy EONs over during thig recent inport porioc.!.
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