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HISTORY OF USS SALMON {8S 182)

The third vessel in the Navy to be named after a specles of f
known as the Salmon was built by the Electric Boat Company, Groton.
Cornecticut, and launched on 12 June 1937. Sponsoring this new sut
marine was Miss Hester Laning, daughter of Rear Admiral Harrls Lan:
then Commandant of the THIRD Naval District. This vessel was the
firet of the new "S" class authorized in 1935 and built in accordal
with the London Treaty for the Limitation of Armaments. '

On 15 Merch 1938 the submarine was placed in full commission ¢

. USS SLLMON (S8 182) and Lieutenant W. M. Stephens, USN, embarked a.

her first commanding officer. A routine shakedown training crulse

was conducted during the spring and summer of 1938 as the sub rang
from Nova Scotia to the Gulf of Mexico while conducting her trainl
operations.

By the time the war started SALMON had been with the Fleet foi
three years and was then operating out of the Philippines. On the
the Japanese attacked Clark Field, Manlla, Philippines, 85-182 was
underway from Formosa to Manila Bay. On about 10 December the sub
merine arrived at Manila and commenced preparations for her first
patrol.

SALMON's First War Patrol commenced on 20 December 1941 as sh
stood.out from Manila Bay enroute for her assigned patrol grounds 1
the Lingayen Gulf area. While surfaced and charging her batteries
the night of 20 December, the watch sighted a vessel on the horizc
shortly before midnight. Some thirty minutes later the contact we
1dentified as two destroyers about 5.000 yards off and were then r
to be closing at low speed and maneuvering to keep thelr bow heade
into the sub's stern.

As the ships closed to 2,500 yards, one destroyer presented ¢
broad beam and SALMON fired a brace of torpedoes from tubes #7 and
Apparently the target speed was over estimated and both missiles f
to hit their mark. The enemy ships then commenced signalling with
‘blinkers and turned toward the sub as their high speed approach be
As the leading ship closed to 1000-1500 yards, the sub fired anotl
pair of "tin-fish" as the target made a turn and presented a good
for the attack.

After firing, SALMON started her dive and two time hits were
heard and seen. The sound operator reported one set of screws mil
around astern, running at high speed and then stopping. S3-182's
first offensive contact with the enemy had apparently been success

One hour of silence passed before the skipper dared bring the
to the surface and within minutes after coming up, the sound watcl
reported screws turning up off the port quarter, (0300) After pec
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into the haze for several more minutes, a ship was sighted on a col-
lision course at 1,000 yards and SALMON made a quick dive as the ene
passed almost directly above. BSeven seperate depth charge attacks
ensued and evasive tactics continued throughout the day. Finally, at
1630, 211 seemed to be serene and clear and SALMON broke surface. Nc
chips were in sight and shortly after dark, the sub commenced a neede
battery charge.

Routine patrol continued and only minor contacts were made until
the night of 26 December. While making a battery charge on surface,
there suddenly appeared a large number of ships on both bows running
a parallel and opposite course. SALMON immediately changed to batter
. power and charged in with decks practically awash. The firing set-ur
was ready with the plan calling for a four shot brace from the bow tu
However, just as she launched the torpedoes, a heavy depth charge att
came. 'Two of the charges were very close aboard and caused superfici
damage in addition to shaking up all hands. Due to the noise of the
depth charges, no hits could be identified as such and SALMON, at the
moment, was more Interested in initlating evasive tactics to clear ti
scene of these severe anti-sub actions. Three hours later all was
clear and SALMON surfaced for another battery charge.

The remeinder of the patrol was conducted in her assinged area
as the sub continued on a southerly course, passing through the Basil
Strait and on into the Davao Bay area on the south end of Mindanao
Island. After transiting the Celebes Sea SALMON entered the Flores
Sea and continued enroute for Tjilatjap, Java, via Lombok Strait. We
Patrol One ended on the afternoon of 13 February and that night SALMC
moored alongside the tanker TRINITY.

This fifty-seven-day patrol had been conducted under the most
adverse conditions and superficial damage ceused through long opera-
tions without proper refit were prevalent. The ventilating system
was inoperative for several days and the last days of the patrol wvere
conducted with no supply of coffee aboard. It was a tired crew and
ship that put in at Tjilatjap for a rest which they knew wcould be bri
One week later the sub was refueled and ready for sea.

. War Patrol Two was conducted in the area of the Java Se&a during
the period from 20 February to 23 March 1942. It was duriag this tim
that the strorng Japanese forces were moving into the East Indies area
and establishirg their footholds on the islands of Java, Borneo and
Celebes.

During the first several days many contacts were made with com-
batant ships and with merchantmen. The first attack on this patrol
came on 25 February when a large ship was sighted steaming independen
An attack was pressed and two torpedoes fired at a range slightly les
than 2000 yards. These missiles were heard to run hot, straight and
and true, but a radical change in course by the target caused a miss.
The second spread was fired and as the enemy ship made another turn
and charged directly for the sub, theé torpedoes missed forward. A
slight depth charging followed and the ship then disappeared over the

horizon.
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In the early hours of 27 February SALMON sighted three shlps wk
vere lidentified only as cruisers. Three degtroyers running as escox
came into view and the sub submerged and commenced running at high
speed in an attempt to catch the vessels. However, they soon disap-
peared from the sound scope and from view. It was later learned tha
on this day Admiral Doorman's Fforce (consisting of a .similar group
that sighted) moved into position and had fought the Battle of the
Java Sea.

On 2 March SALMON picked up a ship identified as a Kuma Class
crulser and after tracking and closing the range, she fired a spread
of four torpedoes from periscope depth. All missiles missed and the
-.eruilser made a wide sweep without dropping depth charges and disappe
over the horizon at high speed.

. Another ship (identified as a Katori Class cruiser) was contact
on the 5th and preparations made for firing the bow tubes in the att
Two torpedoes were sent on their mission and one minute and twenty
seconds later a terrific explosion was heard. SALMON started deep.
The escorting destroyer apparently back-tracked the torpedo wake and
dropped seven depth charges close astern, causing slight damage to tl
sub. The escort then faded from sonar range and no further contact
was made with either of the two ships.

On 23 March the returning sub effected rendezvous with escort
vessels off the coast of Western Australia and proceeded into the har
bor at Fremantle. In the period between Patrol #2 and #3% SALMON was
submitted to an extended refit by the U. S. submarine repair faciliti
based at Fremantle. After a series of sound tests, trim dives and
other training exercises underway in the latter part of April, the su
returned to her base and commenced loading supplies and terpedoes in
final readiness for sea preparations.

War Patrol Three commenced on 3 May 1942 as the sub cleared Fre-
mantle enroute for her operation area in the South China Sea. On 12
May SALMON transited Lombok Strait and after steaming northward throv
Makassas Strait, proceeded through Balabac Passage enroute across the
South China Sea to her patrol grounds at the entrance to the Saigon
River on China's east coast. ‘

The first attack developed from a contact pPicked up on 25 May
shortly after dark. After tracking the vessel for an hour, SALMON
gained her positlon and fired a spread of four torpedoes. Four hits
resulted. The sub went to 200 feet and rigged for depth charge attac
from the two escorting ships. After this brief attack from the de-
gtroyers, a muffled explosion was plcked up and loud water agitations
- were heard in the bearing of the target. Later it was found that
SALMON's attack on this day had resulted in the sinking of the 11,41
ton repair ship ASAHI.

The following days were spent running on station without making
any contacts. About sunset on 28 May smoke was sighted on the horizor
end the sub commenced tracking at periscope depth. Fifth-five munutes
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later SALMON fired a set of tnrece m.csiles 1 ¢ 17¢ i3med hit. were
observed. As the vessel was not sinking fasi cavugi, 1T was wgcids
to put another torpedo into her; however, two successive runs faile:
to bring a hit. The boat stood by for almost three hours before the
tercct slipped under the surface. This vessel was later found to be
the 4,J02-ton passenger cargo ship GANGES MARU.

While patrolling her assigned grounds, SALMON sighted destroye
on each of the following seven days but none of these contacts coul
be turned into attacks. The designated time in this area soon came
a close and 38-182 commenced retracing her course. On 24 June she

- vutered Fremantle at the end of Third War Patrol.

SALMON moved to Albany, Australia, where she arrived on 20 Jun
to be refitted while her erew enjoyed a period of rest and recreati
After deperming on 21 July the submarine got underway on hsr I'ourth
War Patrol.

The station for this patrol was in the area of the approaches
Balabac Strait and the Southern Palawan Passage off the southeaster
end of the Philippines. Her course enroute and return was via the
Lombok, Makassar and Sibutu gtraits. During the period of this pat:
(from 21 July to 8 September 1942) SALMON made but one contact with
the enemy. On 7 August the sub sighted smoke on the Horizon and cor
menced her approach while tracking to determine her attack position

Almost two hours after the initial contact, SALMON gained her
firing position and sent a spread of three torpedoes at the single
target vessel. All were heard running but due to unknown reasons,
hits resulted. One more missile was then fired without further res
The target then speeded up and charged the sub firing her deck gun
dropping depth charges. The sub went deep and continued tracking ti
target which was new running a zigging course. Upon returning to
periscope depth the target was observed at a range of 4,500-yards
steaming at high speed. BSALMON commenced trailing but soon the ene.
disappeared over the horizon.

) The remainder of the patrol was characterized by the lack of €
activity and by the numerous minor casualties suffered by various
valves and other functional gear. The patrol ended on 8 September
SALMON arrived at Fremantle and tied up in the submarine nest.

After a normal refit and routine trial and training runs, SALM
commenced her Fifth War Patrol on 10 October 1942 enroute for her
assigned patrol grounds in the Manila Bay area. This turned out to
a false start however and due to & motor casualty on 11 October, tk
vessel was forced to reverse course and put in at Fremantle on the
Repairs were effected and the following day the ship again stood ou
for her patrol grounds.

On 18 October SALMON put in at Exmouth Gulf and there topped o
her fuel and fresh water tanks. At noon the sub threw off all line
and stood out of Exmouth :@Gulf for enemy waters. By the 29th, S55-1
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had arrived cff the coast of Mindoro, Philippines, after running acrg
toe Java and Celepes veas, and on the Slst the sub took up patrol
station at the entrance to Manila Bay in sight of Corregidor.

Patrol vessels were almost continuously in sight but SALMON's
breserce was not detected and routine patrol continued until the morn
irg of 4 November. Masts and smoke were sighted rounding Luzon Point
and tle submarine commenced her approach to catch them before they
turned into the channel of the bay. One torpedo was fired at the tra
ing ship of the four-ship convoy and was heard running on the sound
gear. The target ship was observed to change course and it was there
fore believed that the torpedo ship was observed to change course and
1t was therefore believed that the torpedo wake was sighted. The de-
stroyers which were eéscorting the cargos commenced short scale echo
ranging but failed to pick up their attacker. The vessel® continued
on course before SALMON could gain another attacking position. Althot
the attack was unsuccessful, the sub had gathered considerable knowlec
about the vantage point for attack at the entrance to the bay.

On the T7th a single cargo ship of about 7000 tons was sighted anc
the silent raider commenced trailing to préss home an attaclk. In the
course of the night the target was lost and at dawn the sumbarine sur-
faced to search. At noon on the B8th smoke was sighted on the horizon
and a course was set to intercept for attack. About an hour and s hal
later position was gained ahead of the convoy and it was found that
there were about eight cargos and escorts, The sub passed by the leac
ing destroyer and obtained & firing angle on the lead ship. Two tor.
pedoes were fired and timed to 67 seconds as two very heavy explosions
resulted.

Swinging right, SALMON maneuvered to fire on the second ship and
came to periscope depth for a quick look and found that this vessel
had changed course and was bearing down on her. People on deck were
observed hurrying around and some were pointing at the periscope while
others were heeving lines over the side "as though they were trying to
snare us." The raider immediately started deep and sound reported
high speed screws all around. As 160 feet keel depth was passed the
eéscorts cut loose with their first salvo of depth. charges and five
explosions were felt near. More depth charges followed and the destroy
€rs were heard sweeping all around, stopping periodically to listen.
Soon their screws faded out as they cleared to catch their convoy.

When SALMON surfaced two hours later there was no sign of ships
or smoke and the sub changed course to return to the Manila Bay areas.
To the crew, the results of the attack were very disappointing but it
was felt that the condition of the sea was the cause of the limited
amount of damage to the eriemy. One moment four feet of periscope would
be exposed and the next minute they would be ducked, making observation
of the target's movements: very difficult.

On the night of 9 November SALMON sighted g fully illuminated
ship which turned out to be a properly marked hospital ship and was not
subjected to attack. Shortly before midnight on the 10th a light was
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Sighted and was believed to be a patrol bost. Closer investigation
revealed the contact to be a large enemy sampan with rising suns pai
on boards nailed to the deck house. Orders were passed to the boat
megaphone to come alongside but instead, he sped up and pulled away.

SALMON chased thé fleeing vessel and after having her order to
stop lgnored, she put a burst of .50 calibre bullets across her bow.
The sampan continued evasive maneuvers and was then raked from stem
stern with mechine gun fire and many of the crew jumped over the sic
Some of the shells must have hit a boiler and engine as it stopped &
the sub then went alongside. The boarding party removed papers, a s
tant, barometer, radio receiving set, a watch, spotlight and other
-articles. No radio transmitter could be found although the sub's ra
~watch had reported transmissions in the vieinity at the time the sam
was flrst challenged. Spirits were scattered in the engine room and
she was set on fire. As the sub backed away, the enemy craft burned
furicusiy. Soon afterwards the sampan exploded and a large column o
fire and smoke shot into the sky for a few minutes and then died out

On 13 .and 14 November SALMON rode out a typhoon and routine pat;
continued until the night of 17 November. Shortly before midnight c«¢
tact was made with a group of ships and &loser investigation revealec
the convoy to consist of 5 or 6 merchantmen and escorts. 8S8-182 wen
to battle stations and commenced her attack at periscope depth. The
sky was overcast and this tended to make observations very difficult.
After much maneuvering, the submarine menaged to get into the middle
of the convoy and tracked her first target for the attack.

With range slightly more than 1000 yards, a spread of three tor
pedoes was fired on a 6000-ton cargo vessel and one hit was heard.
Swinging around, the bow tubes were brought to bear on a 5000-ton
tanker and SALMON cut loose with a single shot. This missile found
1ts mark as a terrific explosion was heard 70 seconds after firing.
The relder'’s work was not yet done and in spite of the fact that the
two destroyers werc seen to turn and charge down the middle of the c
voy, the sub's skipper commenced setting up the third target for att

From her position 1400 yards from the 6000-ton tanker, SALMON f:
a_spread of torpedoes and two timed hits were heard. With no other
targets 1n sight and destroyers closing in fast, the only place for -
sub was the depths. Stations were manned for an anti-sub attack and
the vessel went to 200 feet. The destroyers dropped their charges bt
none were too close. The sound gear operator reported loud crackling
noises and muffled explosions on two bearings in the direction of the
target and these sounded like ships breaking up. The destroyers con-
tinued their search for some time and their screw noises then faded
out. BSALMON was credited with one tanker sunk ~and two vessel§ damag
This one sinking was later confirmed by the Japanese reports which
stated the OREGON MARU (of 5,783 tons) was sunk on this date at the
same position.
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On 19 November 35-182 securcd frow her potrol ares and stood o
enroute for Pearl Harbor via Luzon Strait. At dawn on the morning
7 December, just one year aftecr the attack on Pearl Harbor, USS SAL
moored port side to her berth in the sumbarine nest. War Patrol Fi:
wag successfully completed. In accordance with orders received that
cay, the sub clearcd Pearl Harbor on 8 December enroute for Mare Is:
Navy Yard in San Francisco Bay, where the sub's overhaul was commen:
on 16 December 1942.

On 3 February 1943 Lieutenant Commander N. J. Nicholas, USN, re¢
ported aboard and relieved Lieutenant Commander E. B. McXinney, USN,
~-ag commanding officer of SS-182.

By 19 March the overhaul period was completed and SALMON tt
gtood out to conduct deep dives, fire dummy torpedoes and make full
power runs before returning to dock to commence final readiness for
preparations. On 1 April 1943 she cleared on the return trip to Pec
Harbor. On the 8th SS-182 arrived at the Submarine Base in Pearl He
bor and there was given availability for voyage repairs and to renew
the refrigerating plant. She went into drydock on 12 April for repe
to her propeller shaft and after conducting several days training
underway, SALMON was ready for sea on 29 April.

Clearing Pearl Harbor on the 29th, the submarine arrived at Mic
Island on 3 May and there topped off her fuel tanks and received pre«
visions. SALMON then stood out enroute for her assinged patrol ares
off the coast of Kyushu and in the Nansei Shoto. Although many air
and surface contacts were made in the early days of this patrol, no
attack was pressed until 3 June when a convoy was picked.up off the
coast of Japan.

The contact was closed by the sub, running at high speed on the
surface with the final stages of the approach being made submerged.
SALMON fired a spread of four torpedoes at the near freighter and tt
swung to bring the stern tubes to bear at the second target. Three:
the first missiles fired were heard to explode, one of them having n
sed the target but continuing on course, scored a hit on an overlapr
cargo ship in the group. Of the three stern tubes fired, two hits
were heard at the end of the proper time interval.

As one of the escorting craft (§imilar to a U.S.PC) was seen
charging onto the scene, SALMON ducked her periscope and commenced &
deep dive. BSeven depth charges were dropped by the enemy before the
started pinging to pick up the sub. About two hours later the sounc
screen reported all clear and the vessel -surfaced after taking a loo
through the 'scope. After overtaking the ships before dayliight, the
sub decided on a dawn -surface attack. However, the group of ships 1
creased speed and made a radical course change ‘which prevented any h
of the sub's overtaking them for another attack.:

While 1n an attempt to overtake a convoy cohtéqt on S“June,
SALMON picked up & new group consisting of two alrcraft carriers and
escorts. She managed to keep the range constant by running at 18 kn

\ N
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but had no chance to reduce the range sufficlently for attack. In
accordance with orders SALMON cleared the patrol area on 11 June an
on the 19th she arrived at Midway Island for her refit period at th
end of War Patrol BSiX.

At the end of routine refit and training, SALMON commenced her
Seventh War Patrol on 17 July 1943 as she departed Midway enroute f
her assigned area of patrol in the North Pacific and in the Okhotsk
Seae. By 25 July the submarine had reached the areca of patrol and
found the fog extremely dense, limiting visibility to about 1,000

On 7 August SALMON made a contact and was able to turn this on
.. into an attack. Upon gaining her position, four torpedoes were fir
‘from a range of 1700 yards. No explosions resulted although the so
operator reported hearing a hit which was evidently a dud. The tar
commenced firing his several deck guns at the sub's periscope and
changéd her course apparently in an attempt to ram the attacker.
SALMON then went to 120 feet to avold detection by poseible escorti
aireraft and while submerged, several light charges were heard and
felt. Upon surfacing the convoy was not in sight.

Shortly after dark on the following night (8 August) another c
tact was made and the sub skirted the target, soon geining a firing
position from 1,800 yards. After firing, the radar operator tried
bring in the target and just as the pip appeared, three torpecoes I
ped Into the target ship. This vessel sank quickly as SALMON coulc
not locate the target thirty minutes after firing.

After a day of rest another contact was picked up on the morni
of 10 August and closer investigation proved it to be a well-deck
freighter of about 4,000 tons. After closing to a range of 1,000 |
SALMON fired a spread of three torpedoes. One missed ahead, the se¢
nit amidships and was seen to bounce off (a dud) and the third miss
was not observed.

At this point many men appeared on the deck of the target and
commenced throwing floatables over the side. S3-182 fired the four
bow torpedo and the ship swung sharp.: upon sighting the wake and
caused the shot to miss. This change of course gave the submerine
view from her stern forward and it was observed that the vessel was
listing heavily and settling aft. From these appearances, the thir
torpedo had hit the ship without exploding and ripped through the L
plates.

The crew of the enemy ship was by now loading into lifeboats v
the davits swung outward and the vessel was being steered on a coul
for beaching. SALMON attempted to prevent this procedure by firin;
another spread of four missiles. All but one missed this wildly m
vering ship and the hit was scored just at the bow. The explosion
carried a geyser high into the air and part of the forcastle salle
about 150 feet. The boats commenced pulling away and the ship san:
25 minutes later. X '
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The ensuing two days rendered operations impossible due to hec
rain and fog and it was not until the 13th that another contact was
made. The attack on this vessel was unsuccessful due to torpedo fe
for reasons unknown. At the end of this attack SALMON stood cut er
route for her base as she had no more torpedoes with which to haras
the enemy further. On 25 August 1943 the submarine ended her Sever
War Patrol as she arrived at Pearl Harbor.

A normal refit and training period was conducted while in port
the readiness for sea preparations were completed by 27 September.
this date SALMON departed -on her Eighth War Patrol to be conducted
the aree of the North Pacific and the Okhotsk Sea. The sub arrived

‘f;her assinged stations on 10 October and did not make her first cont

until five days later. SALMON expended seven torpedoes on a large

freighter with two hits being scored. The escort vessels prevented
further action to sink the ship which, when last seen, was hampered
operations by a port list.

During this patrol the submarine contacted many Russian vessel
and these contacts took up considerable time and fuel investigating
Many of these 'ships were improperly marked and were not prompt in t
answer to recognition signals. Weather:was intermittently bad in t
area which considerably reduced effective patrolling.

On 28 October SALMON made contact with a freighter whille patro
1ling off Nemuro Kaikyo on the northern tip of Hokkaido, Japan. Aft
“tracking the vessel part of the night, an attack position was gailne
on the target at 0230 (29 October) and SALMON fired four of her bol
tubes from a range of 1500 yards. One explosion resulted and this
followed shortly by the escorting vessels' speradic attack with dej
charges and forced the submarine to 200 feet in evading. Upon sur]
ing,88-182 .gave chase and by 1010 she had pulled into position for:
another attack. A change in course by the target caused the torper
to miss ahead. The silent raider was again forced down while the ¢
corting vessels dropped their sharges haphazardly and ineffectivel}
Upon surfacing the enemy ‘wad not in sight. ;

Intelligence reports later stated that this vessel sank on 30
‘October during a heavy gale. Although Japanese reports list this ¢
as a marine casualty, it is firmly believed the loss was due to BAL
offensive attack on the 29th. No other attack was made on this pat
and on 5 November the submarine cleared the patrol area enroute for
Pearl Harbor. After a brief stop at Midway on the 13th, SALMON arr
at Pearl Harbor on 17 November and reported to the Submarine Base
the end of her Eighth War Patrol.

Upon completion of a routine refit period and after conducting
various training exercises at sea, SALMON commenced her Ninth War I
on 15 December 1943 as she cleared Pearl Harbor enroute for her pai
area. On 19 December the sub put in at Midway for fuel and provisi
and while there she suffered an operational casualty which delayed
departure until the 28th. While surface cruising on 3 January 194
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cn enemy four-engine patrol plane was sighted and SALMON dived. Wk
pessing 110 feect keel depth four pombs exploded on the surface dire
overhead which resulted in considerable minor damage.

On 8 January 53-182 arrived on station and commenced her patrc
operationsg which were without result until the oond. After having
padar contact with the enemy shortly before mid-night, 1t was found
that no attack could be pressed due to visibility conditions and af
dawn the sub surfeaced and commenced pursult. After pulling into Pt
tion astern of the convoy, 1t was noted that the group nad reverseec
course and was heading for SALMON. ZLater 1t was Tearned that subme

‘:;SNOOK had attacked thls group and it was for this reason +hat they

reversed course. SALMON again commenced maneuvering for an attack
position.

It was not until nightfall that the raider could brin% her tu!
to bear on the enemy and even then it was from a range of 000 yar
Three hits were heard at the proper time intervals but could not b
observed due to weather conditicns. As the sub attempted to gain
another attack position, the convoy steamed off ahd SALMON surface
pursue but lost them in a rain squall. The weather soon closed ir
due to winds, rain and fog, operations were considerably limited.
4 February the ship cleared the patrol area and on 14 February 19!
she arrived at Midway Tsland at the end of War Patrol Nine.

The Tenth War Patrol for UsSS SALMON was conducted in the Car¢
Islands area in the vicinity of Ulithi, Yap and Woleai and covere’
period of fifty days, of which one-half were spent in the area.
primary mission of this patrol was photographlc reconnaissance.
mriod of this patrol (from 1 April to 2l Mey) there were but two
attacks, both proving unsuccessful. This, however, was offsect by
cellent photographlc coverage of her assigned objectlves. v

SALMON's Tenth War Patrol ended on 21 May at Pearl Hamer Wh
she receilved fuel and 1ub oil before standing out on the 27rd enr
for Mare Island Navy Yard for overhaul. On 30 May 1944 S5-182 ar
at Mere Island and commericed her three month period of availabili
During this time many i{mprovements were made in the living and fi
conditions of the vessel and the latest offenaive and defensive d
installed. After post-repair trials) the submaring cleared the W
Coast on 4 September in company with“SILVERSIDES on her return tr
the Submarine Base, Pearl Herbor. \

On 6 September these two gubs made\rendezvous with TRIGGER ~#
group proceeded enroute, holding daily and nightly training in ¢
proaches, dives and battle surface dr111§\ These were to prove 1
important to SALMON in her days to come. On 12 September the sui
rived at Pearl Harbor and remained moored uptil the 17th when tr
exercises at sea Were commenced. The days of 21-24 September we
with the activities involving readiness for hea preparations.

1= ey \
\

\
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SALMON's Eleventh War ratrol commenced on 24 September 1944 wh
she cleared Pearl as a unit of the wolf pack comprised of submarine
TRIGGER, SILVERSIDES and STERLET. This 41 day patrol was conducted
the area of Nansel Shoto and was terminated early because of extren
severe battle damage received as a result of anti-submarine action
after & coordinated attack by this pack.

A brief stop at Tanapag Harbor, Saipan, (5-4 October) gave the
vessels an opportunity to top off their fuel and lub oil tanks befc
proceeding to patrol grounds. A scouting line was formed on ths 6t
and four days later the silent raiders arrived on station. Routine
patrolling was commenced and several patrol craft and planes were

. sighted along the Nansei Shoto chain.

On 21 October SALMON effected rendezvous with submarine BARBEL
and transferred one of her officers who had fallen ill and was almo
constantly in severe pain. The vessel returned then to her assigne:
station and resumed patrol.

On 30 October the pack made contact with a large tanker escort
by four frigate type ships. During the course of the day the targe
was lost twice in rain squalls and finally in the late afternoon, w
SALMON was several miles off, she saw an explosion alongside the ta
This proved to be a result of TRIGGER's attack which left the v1cti
dead in the water and drifting with the wind.

Two hours later S8S-182 pulled into position and fired a spread
four torpedoes with two hits resulting. (STERLET's torpedo Pun lat
produced the actual sinking and credit was divided equally between
the raiders.)

As 85-182 had made her run, the escorting vessels were closing
from their position 1000 yards off and by the end of the torpedo rt
these A/S ships were well into firing position. BSALMON went deep a
at a depth in excess of 200 feet, she received a very severe depth
charging which forced her into the realm of the unexplored. The cc
bination of damage caused by the depth charges and the excessiwve de
to which she was forced, caused a large number of leaks and disable
practically all vital machinery.

For 20 minutes the officers and men of the unwilling explorer
fought valiantly to repair the battle damage and to keep the vessel
frem going deeper. The skipper saw 1t was impossible to keep the s
at an even depth, so it was up to him to make the choice. BShould h
allow the boat to settle deeper or battle-surface and slug it out w
the four enemy anti-submarine craft churning the water far, far abc
their heads? BSeconds later the word was circulated throughout the -
aged vessel that SALMON was going to battle-surface.

The second that the deck broke water, hatches flew open and sw
drenched crewmen 1lithly ran to theilr battle stations. A4 15-degree
partlielily hindered the firecontrol party; practically all vital maec.
ery was out of commission----the picture looked dark. The closest
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escorPé lay about 7000 yards away and to the surprise of the sub, he
enemy did not as much as acknowledge thelr presence. Maybe the ene
wdi 't sighted her. Maybe she was waiting for the assistance of he
fellow escorts. - Whatever the reason, it made no difference to SALM
these seconds were vital and precilous.

Slowly the vessel rocked to an even keel as the list was overc
Machinists and electricians pumped power back into the machinery as
lifeguard might coax a small spark of life into a drowned child. !
brave and valiant crew prepared to fight to the finish. SALMON hac
other choice but to fight, maneuver and hope. The seconds had beel
./ utilized, But even now their enemy began stalking and closing eve.
" glowly as though she might be feeling out the gun power of this su.
faced ~raider. g

Throughout the early stages of this attack, the sub's skipper
showed rare resourcefulness and fine military judgement in maneuve:
his ship as to maintain constant strategic advantage over his foe.
SALMON's amminition was rlosely guarded by conservation and she fi
only when hits were fairly assured. After taking the brunt of the
gunfire for some time, the enemy decided to wade into the fray wit.
waiting for her consorts.

At this point the commanding officer of SALMON conned a most c
ing and effectual series of defensive maneuvers in the form of off:
tactics. The sub wag swung on her course until it was that of ths
attacker. With all guns blazing and running at the peak of all sp
that could be mustered, the gallant vessel raked the enemy from st
to stern as she passed on an opposite and paralled course---range
yards. This action completely stripped the enemy's guns and put.h
out of action. ;

The second enemy vessel ceme into range and was met with a ha
of shells from SALMON's deck. Without further warning, this eecor
turned about and no other attacks made on the sub. 88-182 soon fc¢
safety in a rain squall and turned to repairing her battle damage.
The following day, in accordance wlth her pleas, TRIGGEE, SILVERSI
- and STERLET formed a protective group around the cripple as course
was set for a friendly port. This escort was augmented by aircraf
the second day and on 2 November 1944 SALMON arrived at Saipan anc
moored alongside USS FULTON. *

On 10 November 1944 SALMON stood out from Seaipan in company *
submarine tender HOLLAND and after a brief stop at Eniwetok, she
tinued enroute for Pearl Harbor arriving on 23 November. Four da;
later she cleared for the West Coast and on 30 November she arrivc
San Francisco where 'she remained for the holiday season.

On 26 January 1945 S8-182 stood out from Sen Francisco Bay ir
Company with the submarine REDFISH and an escort. After transitir
the Panama Canal from 6-8 February, SALMON arrived at Portsmouth,
Hampshire, on 17 February. :
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Tentative plans for the veteran included a yard period and the:
ass .gnment as a training.vessel in the Atlantic Fleet. However, th
end of the war resulted in the abandonment of all plans and on 24
September 1945, the seven year-old submarine USS SALMON was decommi:
sioned and turned over to proper authorities for disposal and scrap

.. The Presidential Unit Citation has been awarded to the submari:
SalMON for extraordinary herolsm against enemy Japanese surfuace vess
during a war patrol of the underseas craft in restricted waters of ¢t
Pagific. , ’

The text of thé Citation reads:

"The extraordinery heroism in action against enemy
Japanese surface vessels during a war patrol in restricted
waters of the Pacific. Covering her assigned area with
relentless determination, the USS SALMON contacted a large
hostile tanker, boldly made her approach in defiance of
four vigilant escort ships cruising within 1,000 yards of
the target and launched her torpedoes to score direct and
damaging hits. Damaged by terrific depth charging, the
SALMON daringly battle-surfaced to effect emergency repairs
and fight It out. Firing only when accurate hits were
assured, she succeeded in keceping out of effective range
of hostile guns and confused the enemy by her evasive
tactics until the escort warily closed to. ram. 5 o e -
brilliantly executed surprise attack, she charged her oppc- .
nent with all available speed and opened fire with every
gun aboard to.rake the target fore and aft and destroy most
of the Japanese topside. Still maintaining her fire, she
entered a rain squall to repalr her damage before attempt-
ing the long run homeé on thé surface. Although crippled
and highly vulnerable, the SALMON had responded gallantly
to the skilled handling of her stout-hearted and indomi-
table officers and men in turning potential defeat into °
victory.""

* % X X ¥

USS SALMON earned nine battle stars on the Asiatic-Pacific Aresa
Service Medal, for participating in the following operations:

1 Star/Philippine Islands Operation (including Guam and other con-
current Asiatic Fleet Operations) -- 8 December 1941 to 6
May 1942
1 Star/Submarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 20 February to 23 March 194
. 1 Star/Submarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 3 May to 24 June 1942

E .
! 1 Star/Submarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 10 October to 7 December 16
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1 Ster/Submarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 29 April to 19 June 1943

Star/Submsrine . War Patrol - Pacific -- 17 July to 25 August 194:

o)

1 Stor/Submarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 27 September to 17 Movembe
1943
1 Star/Submarine War Patrol - Paclfic -- 15 December 1943 to 14

February 1944

1 Star/S8ubmarine War Patrol - Pacific -- 2l September to 3 Novembex

1944
* % ¥ F ¥
STATISTICS
DISPLACEMENT 1,450 tons
LENGTH OVERALL 308 feet
BEAM | 26 feet
SPEED 20 knots
CREW 82 officers and men
ARMAMENT Eight 21-inch torpedo t
One Y4-inch .50 calibre
gun.

¥ X ¥ ¥ ¥

Stencilled June 1948
Restencilled May 1951



