‘Commander Howard W.Bilmore C.0.USS Grouler.

When submar ine commanders returned from patrol ,they gathered
at the Royal Hawaiian Hotal in Honclulu,not only for rest and
relaxation but to swap information and catch up on neus of the other
boats.They remembered those who had been lost and spoce of men uwhose
heroic feats hed made them legends.

One such man of legend was Commander Howard W.Gilmore of the
Grouler .During a patrol in the South Pacific near Rabaul in February
of 1943,Gilmore’'s sub closed on a small ship that he had been
stalKing on the surface.,uhen the ship changed ceurse and steamed
toward the Growler.

The tuwo colaided and the submarine sliced a hole amidships in
the enemy vessel.Japanese machine-gunners strifed the bridgae of tthe
Growler ,Killing two men and wounding Gilmore and tuwo others.Gilmore
ordered the survivors to clear the bridge but could not get to the
hatch himself.8till topside.,he shouted to his executive officer'’'Take
her doun''! The exec.obeved,and Gilmore was last seen clutching to
the bridge as the Japanase continued to sweep the submarine with
machine-gun fire.The badly damased Grouler escaped and eventually
struggled to Australia.

Commander Gilmore's MEDAL OF HORNOR was the first ever
awarded to a war time submar iner.

Growler was crited with sinkKing four merchantshis and one
. Japanese Destroyer.While Gilmore was C.0. and was award the Navy

Cross and the boat the MNavy Unit Commendation.
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Commander Sam D.0ealey C.0. U.S.S.Harder. Ships motto?: 'HIT'EM
AGAIN HARDER'.

USS Harder SankK 168 Vessels on six war patrols and was famous €or
the 'Doun the Throat Shot'on attacking Anti-Submarine Ships.

Six of the last seven ships sank were warships,4Destrovers and 2
Frigates. Three destroyvers in June 1944 ,one each on June B,7 and
9.The 2 Frigats were sunk on the same day 22 Aug. 13944,

Harder left Australia on Aug.Sth.1944,t0 conduct her sixth
warpatrecl .She was leading a wolf-pack composed of herself, Hake and
Haddo.It shuld be noted that submarine captians did not as a rule
make over five consecutive patrals as captain.

Haddo an Harder made a combined attack on three coastal defense
Frigats ,Haddo Cdr C.W.Nimitz Jr. Commanding sankKk one and Harder
sinkKing two in short order.this was off Bataan P.I.Hake arrived on
scene and the wolf-pack continued the hunt.On the morning of August
23d.Young Nimitz in Haddo the Jap DD AsaKaze,out of ammunition she
returned to Australia,

Harder and HakKe held a conferance and continued the hunt. On
the morning of Aug.24, the beat zubmerged for dayly patrol off Caiman
Point.Presently HaKe heard 'pinging'.,and her periscope picKed up tuo
ships.HakKe's C.0.Commander Broach closed and identified them as
Phra-Ruang a three stack Siamese destroyer and a Jap minesuweeper.

Cdr .Broach discontiued the attack when the destrover zigged away.HaKe
soundman hea?d three strong 'rpings'.A periscope exposure showed the
minesueeper closeing on the two submarines.Cdr.Broach supected the
enamy had made contact,sto ordered deep submergence.Hake heard 15 rapid
depth chatrges in the distance. 'Pinging’'uent on for sometime an

Cdr .Broach maneruvered to evade.Two and half hours later-silence.That

noon there uwas no sign of Harder.



Captain John P.Cromuell?! Lost in Sculpin.Story told by
Lieytenant G.E.Brouwn,the diving officer ,uho was rescued and sent to
POW camp.With shells bursting around the submarine and the conhning
touar torn open,Lt.Broun,decided to scuttle and gave the ordar,'All
hands abandon ship!’'Vents open,the submarine pluged from
sight,makKeing her final dive.

About 1Z men 'rode the boat down'.Among them was Captian
Crommuell ,uho refused to leave the stricken submarine.Forty-tue of
Sculpin's creuw,including three of her officers,got overside and were
taken prisaoner by the Japanese destrover.One of the men uas
immediately thrown by his captors bacK into the sea because he uas
badly wounded.

Captain Cromwell ,uho went down with the submarine,did so
because he possessed vital information concerning 'Operation
Galvanic 'and other war plans-infaormation which might be extracted by
torture.Sculpin would Keep these secrets well,.

Far this action.,Captain John FP.Cromwell ,wolf-pack commander ,uas
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. Sculpin's survivors uere
taken to TrukK where they were gquestioned for ten days.They were
embarked on twuo carries (21 on onhe,and 2@ on the other) and started
for Japan.Only one of these parties reached Japan and imprisonment
and hard labor in the Ashio copper mines.O0Ff the other group (the
party of 21> only one man reached Japan.It was the fate of these
Sculpin surviveors to start for Japan aboard the carrier Chuvo,uitch
was sunk December 3,1943,by WSS Sailfish.

MAOHJPC



The account of an ASS attack off Caiman Point was found in
Japanese records.The report concluded,'Much o0il ,uood chips and cork
floted in the wicinity'.

So perished Harder and Sam D.Dealey-one of the greatest
f+ighting teams of the Pacific llar.

Commander Dealey was posthumously awarded the MEDAL of

HORNOR ,and the Harder the Presidential Unit Citation.

One can only summarize that Cdr.Dealey tried one of his famous
doun the throat attacks.For some reason missed the small
minesweeper —-and tooK the 13 depth charges,heard by Haddo at a shallow
dapth.
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Lieutenant Commander George L.Street 111 C.0 USS Tirante.

The sage is told,Navy style,from the citation with which the
Submar ine Board of Awards recommended Lt.Cdr.Street for the Medal of
Hunof.

With extreme aggressiveness,brilliant planning and daring.,the
cammanding officer took his submarine deep into the enemy 's defenses
in a meticulous se@arch for enemy shipping.With sagacity and
consummate sXill ,he penetrated strong escort screens in shallou water
and launched four devastating torpedo attacks which resulted in the
sinKing of a 1,218 ton freighter.,a 2,220 ton freighter,a tanker and a
5,057 ton transport loaded with troops.After the attack upon the

transport,Tirante was subjected t¢ a savere depth-charging uwhich

bounced her off the bottom.This gallant submarine came backK with a
vengeance ,to sink a valuable 1,588 ton patrol yvessel ,after which she
made her ezcape.It was determined that the enemy ships werae using a
confined harbor on the north shore of Ruelpart for an anchorage.ln
order to reach this anchorage.he would have to takKe his submarine
through many milas of shallow water.The harbor uwas inevitably
mined ,numerous reefs and sheals were Knowh to exist.The whole area
was closely guarded by shore-based radar . nuumerous patrol vessels and
axtenczs ive air coverage.The commanding officer made his
decision-"BATTLE STATIONS TORPEDQ'.A decision to attempt an act far
above and bevoend the call of duty.

Disregarding the mine-fields and the five shore-based
radars ,Tiranti closed the shoreline and progressed into the harbor
through numerous anti-submarine vessels.The guncreus uere at their
stations ,as Tirante would have *to fight her way ocut on the surface if
attacked once in the harbor.A rapid set-up was made on a 19,088 ton.
tankKer . Tuo tﬁrpedo fired at this target and a great mushroom of white

biinding flame shot 2,888 ft into the air and a thunercus roar nearly

Ll odbawrnad *+haea reran ad Tirmsnda
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In the 1ight of the burning tanKer ,two new MikKura-Class frigates
spotted Tirante and started in for the Kill.Buickly bringing his
submar ine to bear on the leading frigate,the commanding officer
tanaciously fired tuwo 'D0 OR DIE'torpedes at this vessel which was
endeavoring to blocK his escape and thenswung his ship and fired his
1ast torpedo at the otherfrigate.lWith all torpedes expended,he headed
his ship out of the confined harbor at full speed just as the
torpedoes hit the first frigate and blew it sKv~high.Seconds later
+the sister ship was hit and it,too,followed a 1iKe fate and
disintegrated.With emergency full spead ahead,the Tirante slipped
right out of the enemy's hands.In addition to this History-MaKing
offensive against the enemy.,a 100ton lugger was sunkK by gunfire,three
prisoners were captured from a schooner and tuo aviators were picked
up from a douned Jap ailrcraft.

ON OCTOBER 55,1945 ,Pres ident Truman rresented the MEDAL OF
HOMOR to¢ COMMANDER GEORGE L.STREET III and the PRESIDENTIAL UNMNIT
CITATION to the Tirante.
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Commander Lawson FP.Ramage ,C.0,USS Parche.The
following-exacerpts from Submar ine Force Board of Auwards recommending
Commander Ramage for The MEDAL OF HORNOR. The personal daring
ahd outstanding sKill displayed by the commanding officer in his

series aof attacks against a large heavily escorted convoy,consisting

of tankKers ,transports,and freighters.,contacted on 31 July, is one of

the outstanding attacks in submar ine warfare to date.With action

pacKed into every minhute of this forty-six minute battle against the

enemy.Attaining the ultimate in agggressiveness ,exceptional
courage,personal herosim,and bearing, the commanding officer

sagaciously apd with consummate skill ,fired nineteen torpedos in

fortv-six minutes to obtain fourteen or fifteen hits in a bhrilliant

night surface attack.By a brilliant act of stratagem the commanding
officer penetrated the strong escort screen’and,althocugh hemmed in on
all sides by ships and escorts trying to maneuver and deliver
counter—a;;acus,he dar ingly closed toa faveorable fireing position
+rom wmhich to launch his torpedoes.lWith a well exacuted stern shot,hg
succeeded in damaging a freighter.Following up with a seriss of bow
and stern shots,he sank the leading tanKer and damaged a sacond
tanker .Despite the grave problem of machine-gun fire and flares from
escorts ,near proximity of vessels,.some as close as 208yards . he
successfully delivered two foruward relcads to sinKk a tranport.At the
same time,he commenced maneuvering to aveoid nearest escort's gunfire
and obtain a stern shot at damaged tankKer that had ndw manned her
guns .As he reached a fireing position,The first fusillade of tanker's
4''gr5°'' shells passed close ocverhead and slightly forward.Because of
the additional enemy 20mm and 4@mm. increasing the possibilities of
casualties,all looKouts and spare hands were sent belouw,uwith the
exception of the bridge quartermaster who volunteered to remain on

the TBT.
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Pomrae ity utter dirvza-d o pereannl eafe bt ,conrnacans -
temainsd 28 hiz statinn.nn 'he by didas cdispite the hroil af kBgilete =0t
ehelle,in order to iproeuver Lhis rhip mwmore efferntively ~nd scares hit-
with his stern tubes.Simultaneously with his sinkKing the damaged
tan¥er and while trying to cleose a larae tranceport,he was farced tno
Coarnon euas ivs gpearaarang-s by s jd oA fast transpart o ar fraighter
bhest dng dosme,inbtontl e ragaing him,=nd alea in orday tee 2vroid
caoncentralad mmchie aun firs of *has tuno pearhy cocortbs ALY crasraenews
Full espeed he cwung the clorny f I'srehip ae ethe crﬂssed-fhe bow of th~
onrushing aship,clesring 1he o 1nzhing ship by lass then fifty
feet.Although now boxed in.hn doliverred threesmashing doun-the-thraont
bow shotz and stopped the troraet Ulitlhigh soeed and expert
seaman:hir;ho Ttenmcionely attoct<d goaain,scoring a Killing hit with =
reloaded stern torpedo.

At breakK of dawn,with epnsm ececnrts' counter—attacke becoming
toao accurate to justify fFfurther =ttza-r and ris¥ ,Parche cleared the
area,having sunk four and damrard one in forty-six minutes,

The counter-attackz on Fa2iche unre probably tha most i{ntensius
ever encontered by a submarine engaged in a surface attaci.

The C.O0.courage in remaining on the bridge during this intense
action enabled him to contrrol his chip eKillfully and efficiently . and
" toavade the enemy's wvigorousz effortsz to destroy FParche.

Commander L.P.'REN'Rouwnae ,Tna Havy Crosces ,Tune Precidential Unit
Citations.One as C.0.U3% TroutiOne on Parche and the MNavy Upit Citatio
n and the MELAL. OF HORMINE,

It was recognized eay 1 =~ =wirrer of Trout that he rpoceczed the
tuo qualitiss whiclh wodr o0 ~nreesz in esuhmarinss . The qQual jtiss?
SNEACTIY and ot
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Commander Eugene B. ''LUCKY' FLUCKEY.C.0.USS BARRB:

Barb formed a coordinated attack group with GQueenfish and
Picuda on her eleventh war patrol ,.departing Midway on 19 December
1944 . This patrol was conducted in the Formosa Straits and East China
Sea off the east coast of China from Shanghai to Kam Kit.0On 8 January
1845 ,uhile in the northern reaches of Formosa Straits,she sank
passenger-cargo ship Anyo Mara,tanKer Sano Maro,and cargo ship Seinyvo
maro.0n 23 January ,Barb uwas patrolling the China Coast when she
rounded Incog Island todiscover an entire convoy anchored in the
lower reaches of NamkKwan Harbor .Barb made a nite attack on the
surface,fireing eight torpedos for eight hits.Cargo ship Taikyvo Maro
settled and sank.A large ammunition ship blew up in a tremendous
explosion and one unidentified vessel had its entire side blouwn
ocut.Two other vessels could be seen burning but smoKe from fromthe
ships hit,on fire and exploding obscured all ships and further
observation of damage was not possible.Barb retired at high speed on
the surface in a full hour's run thhrough uncharted,heavily mined and
rocK-cbstructed waters.fAlthough ,Japanese records do nhot account for
ships sunk as a result pf Barb's attack on NamKwan Harbor,it is
estimated that 36,800@ tons of Japanaese shipping was laid useless.Barb
terminated her patrol at Midway on 18 February 1845.In recognition of
his valor during this outstanding patrol ., Commander FlucKey was awarde
d the MEDAL OF HORNOR.

Commander FluckKey $FOUR NAVY CROSSES,The Barb awarded
Presidential UNMIT CITATION and MNAVY UNIT COMMENDATION,.
Recommanded reading: ' 'THUMDER BELOW''by Admiral Eugene
B.FluckKey ,University of Illincis Press
Urbana and Chicago
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USS BARB and JAMAC:

The Japanaese merchant and naval losses do not score the

entire submar ine effort.Carefully compilad by the Joint Army -Navy
Assessment Committee,the listing stand as . the offical score for the
Pacific War.JANAC's data base uwas flaued,they only gave credit for a
$inking or damage if it cpuld be found in Japanese records.Iit can be
proven and has been many times that the Japanese were poor racord
Keepers. Many ships that were confiscated,as they marched across
ASIA,uere never put on the list for Jap ships.only a neuw name painted-
on the ship and the riseingsun flag identified it as a target for. US
Subs.Its loss was many times not recored.The jap's even had other
asian country war-ships.

Scoreboard of USS Barb AttackKs on Japanese shipping as
determined by reserch.,including Japanese and US archives and
intervierving witness at Namkwan Harbor China.From the Barb'S Seventh
War patrol to the Tuelth Lar patrol .28 12 ships by torpedo attacKs.
VYessels Destroyed by Gunfire ,3 luggers:2 trawlers?gg
sampans.Destroved by Saboteur Party ohe train engine uith 1B
cars.Vessel Destroved by Ramming 1 trawler.Total Tonage 146,888,

Total JANAC listed 168 ships:94,403 tonsiso mush for offical
records.

NO BETTER CREW OF BUCCANEER'S ever sailed the sevenseas.

' *WELL DONE BARB''
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Commander Richard O0'Kane C.0 USS TANG.

October 23,1944 patrol ing if the narrou and dangerous Formosa
Strait made contact with a convoy of one transport,four freighters
and numerous escrts.As the Tang maneuvered on the surface to close
the convoy,the radar showed a blip breaKing away from the convoy and
mov ing in their direction.0'Kane made a uwide arc and positioned the
Tang in the spot the Japanese escort had vacated and began to zig
uhen the convoy zigged.When dead-ahead of the convoy he stopped and
waited on the surface for it to come to him.Once he was between the
two lines of ship's ,he fired from his bow tubes on three of the
leading ships.A looKout warned O0'Kane that a transport had veered
from line and was bearing down on Tang.With no time to dive ., he
ordered full-speed-ahead in a frantic attempt to cross the bow of the
giant ship.Gunners poured machinegun fire on the Tang from
above.0'Kane ordered ‘'left full rudder',the Tang pivoted and steamed
strait doun the side so close the machinegunners could not depress
thier guns enough to hit the Tang.

0O'Kane ordered ‘'clear the bridge'.,in preparation for
diveing,but saw that the transport was abot to collide with one of
the Freighters.The two ships collided,0'Kane callad For after torpedo
room to fire sterntubes hitting the freighter with a parting shot.

The next night ,finding the seam betueen escorts and merchant
vessels ,0'Kane slipped intoc the front of another convoy.The Tang uas
sighted by destroys but O'Kane stayved on the surface long enough to
hit a tanker and two transports.He had tuwo torpedoes left.but the
destroyers uwere closeing so fast that he had to maKe his escape
before useing them.0'Kane waited an hour intill he thought it would

be safe to return toc the battle inorder to finish-off the transport
ha had crippled.
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He fired his twenty—-third Mark 18 torpedo of the mission at the
crippled ship,then the tuwenty-fourth.The tuenty-thired hit the
markK ,but the twenty-fourth tookK a sharp turn,and as the menrn on the
br idge watchaed in horror,it began to circle backK toward the
Tang.0'Kane called for emergency speed as the berserK torpedo
porpoised in and out of the water on a direct line for the center of
the boat.It hit the Tang with a devastating detonation that bleuw
0'Kane and eight others into the water.0O'Kane watched helplessliy as
the Tanhg sankK.

Thirteen men escaped though air locks to the surface.O0f the
tuenty-twe men in the water that nite only O'Kane and eight others
lived though the night,to be picKed up by a Japanese destrover in the
morning.To be secretly held in OFUNA POW CAMP,the RED CROSS was not
told of their capture.

COR.Dudley 'MUSH' Morton C.0.USS5 Wahoo,zaid of O'Kane,who wad
been EXO on Wahoo 'He was the bravest man 1 ever Know.'

CDR.GBeorge Street Il said,'0O'Kane was 'absotulely
fearless'.High praise indaead.

Commander Richard 0'Kane,as commanding Officer ma‘L the five
most successful war patorals in WWIL,four MNavy Cross and the MEDAL OF
HORNOR.

Because of fear of retaliationagainst O0'Kane if he uere alive,(his

medal was net annocunced untill his release from POW Camp.

MOHD 'K

£



Questioned after the war ,Admiral Scemu Tovoda,Commander-In- Chief
of the Japanese Combined Fleet,could not believe one submersible
responsible for such destruction as Harder.He had according to his
oun testimony,alredy conceived a sincere respect for the prouess of
U.S.Submar ines .

Admiral Toyoda C-in-C '’ Early in the war I thinK the submarines
were the part of the United States MNavy which I considered the
greatest threat.'' ''The main reason,l think is that we did not have
sufficient numbars of ships to begin with,and such as we had,suffered
heavy damage owing to your submarine and air action.

By the time of Saipan operation,the greatest hindrance to
drafting of operation plans was the fact that we did not have

sufficjient tankers to support it.

C.W.Nimitz: Fleet Admiral ,U.S.Navy.

It was to the Submarien Force that I lookKed to carry ths load
until our great indusstrial activity could produce the weapons we &0
sorely needed to carry the war to the enemy.lt is to the everlasting
- hoernor and glory of our submarine persconnel that they never failed us
in our days of areat pertil.,The world should Xnow how well they did

their workK in spite of real hardships and heavy losses.

Vice Admiral C.A.LocKwood Jr .Commander Submarine Force
1943-1846.¢CUncle Charlie’

‘'l can assure you that they went down fighting and their brother
s who survived them tookK a grim toll of our savage enemy to avenge
their deaths '’

POSTWAR.
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